
cherokee in georgia history
Cherokee in Georgia History: A Deep Dive into Their Legacy

cherokee in georgia history is a topic that reveals a rich and complex story of
indigenous culture, resilience, and conflict. The Cherokee people were among the most
significant Native American tribes in the southeastern United States, and their presence in
Georgia shaped much of the region’s early history. Understanding the Cherokee’s role in
Georgia provides insight into Native American heritage, early American expansion, and
the profound changes that transformed the landscape and its original inhabitants.

The Early Presence of the Cherokee in Georgia

Long before European settlers arrived, the Cherokee Nation inhabited vast areas of what
is now northern Georgia. Archaeological evidence and oral histories suggest that the
Cherokee were well-established in the region for centuries. Their villages, often situated
near rivers and fertile valleys, were centers of agriculture, trade, and cultural
development.

The Cherokee people were known for their sophisticated social structures and strong ties
to the land. They cultivated crops like corn, beans, and squash, and developed intricate
trade networks with neighboring tribes. The forests and mountains of Georgia provided
not only sustenance but also spiritual significance, deeply woven into Cherokee traditions.

Culture and Society in Cherokee Georgia

The Cherokee in Georgia history are remembered for their vibrant culture. They
developed a complex political system led by a principal chief and a council of elders,
demonstrating a governance style that balanced power and community needs. Their
language, part of the Iroquoian family, was rich and expressive, and it was later codified
into a written form thanks to the efforts of Sequoyah.

Art, storytelling, and ceremonies played vital roles in Cherokee life. The “Beloved Woman”
was a revered title given to women who showed exceptional leadership and wisdom. The
Cherokee also had a matrilineal kinship system, meaning that lineage and inheritance
were traced through the mother’s side.

Interaction with European Settlers and the State
of Georgia

The arrival of European settlers in the 18th century marked a turning point for the
Cherokee in Georgia history. Initially, relations were relatively peaceful, with trade and



occasional alliances. However, as more settlers moved into Cherokee lands, tensions
escalated.

The state of Georgia, eager to expand its territory, passed laws that increasingly
encroached on Cherokee sovereignty. Treaties were often signed under pressure or
through deceit, ceding large portions of Cherokee land. The discovery of gold in
Dahlonega, Georgia, in 1828 further intensified the desire to remove the Cherokee people
from their ancestral home.

The Impact of the Indian Removal Act

One of the darkest chapters in the story of the Cherokee in Georgia history is the Indian
Removal Act of 1830. Signed by President Andrew Jackson, this law authorized the forced
relocation of Native American tribes living east of the Mississippi River to lands west of it.

Despite legal battles, including the landmark Supreme Court case Worcester v. Georgia,
which ruled in favor of Cherokee sovereignty, the state of Georgia ignored the decision.
Under immense pressure and threat of violence, the Cherokee were forced to leave their
lands, embarking on what became known as the Trail of Tears.

The Trail of Tears and Its Legacy in Georgia

The Trail of Tears refers to the brutal forced march of thousands of Cherokee from their
homelands in Georgia and other southeastern states to designated Indian Territory in
present-day Oklahoma. This journey, marked by disease, starvation, and exposure,
resulted in the deaths of approximately 4,000 Cherokee.

In Georgia, the removal decimated communities that had thrived for generations. The loss
of land and culture was profound, but the Cherokee spirit endured. Descendants of those
who survived maintain a strong cultural identity and continue to honor their ancestors’
resilience.

Preserving Cherokee Heritage in Modern Georgia

Though the Cherokee were removed from Georgia, their legacy remains deeply embedded
in the state’s history and culture. Today, several historic sites, museums, and cultural
centers across Georgia celebrate Cherokee heritage. Places like the New Echota Historic
Site, the former capital of the Cherokee Nation in Georgia, offer visitors a glimpse into
Cherokee life before removal.

Efforts to preserve the Cherokee language, traditions, and stories are ongoing, supported
by both Cherokee descendants and academic institutions. These initiatives help ensure
that Cherokee contributions to Georgia’s history are not forgotten.



Understanding the Broader Implications of
Cherokee History in Georgia

The story of the Cherokee in Georgia is not just a tale of one tribe’s experience but also a
reflection of broader themes in American history: colonization, cultural survival, legal
struggles, and the fight for justice. Learning about the Cherokee challenges us to
reconsider how history is told and whose voices are heard.

For anyone interested in Georgia history, exploring the Cherokee experience provides
valuable context about the land’s original inhabitants and the deep scars left by
displacement. It also highlights the importance of respecting indigenous rights and
recognizing their ongoing contributions to society.

Ways to Engage with Cherokee History in Georgia

If you want to learn more about the Cherokee in Georgia history, consider these steps:

Visit historical sites such as New Echota and the Etowah Indian Mounds.

Attend cultural festivals that celebrate Cherokee traditions and crafts.

Read books and watch documentaries focused on Cherokee history and culture.

Support Cherokee-led organizations and initiatives aimed at cultural preservation.

Engage with academic resources or university programs specializing in Native
American studies.

These actions not only enhance your understanding but also contribute to the respect and
recognition the Cherokee people deserve.

The history of the Cherokee in Georgia is a powerful reminder of endurance and
adaptation. While much was lost through forced removal and conflict, the Cherokee
culture and identity continue to thrive, offering valuable lessons in heritage and resilience
for all who seek to understand the true story of Georgia’s past.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who were the Cherokee in Georgia?
The Cherokee in Georgia were a Native American tribe originally inhabiting the
southeastern United States, including present-day Georgia, before European colonization.



What was the significance of the Cherokee Nation in
Georgia history?
The Cherokee Nation was one of the largest and most influential Native American tribes in
Georgia, playing a crucial role in the state's early history and culture.

How did the Cherokee people live in Georgia before
European contact?
Before European contact, the Cherokee lived in organized towns and villages, practiced
agriculture, hunted, and had a rich cultural and spiritual life.

What impact did European settlers have on the
Cherokee in Georgia?
European settlers brought diseases, land encroachment, and conflict, which severely
disrupted Cherokee society and led to loss of land and sovereignty.

What was the Indian Removal Act and how did it affect
the Cherokee in Georgia?
The Indian Removal Act of 1830 was a federal law that authorized the forced relocation of
Native American tribes, including the Cherokee, from their ancestral lands in Georgia to
territory west of the Mississippi River.

What was the Trail of Tears and its connection to the
Cherokee in Georgia?
The Trail of Tears refers to the forced relocation of the Cherokee people from Georgia to
present-day Oklahoma in the 1830s, resulting in great suffering and many deaths.

Were there any legal battles involving the Cherokee in
Georgia?
Yes, the Cherokee Nation famously challenged Georgia laws in the U.S. Supreme Court in
cases like Worcester v. Georgia (1832), which ruled in favor of Cherokee sovereignty,
although the ruling was largely ignored by the state and federal government.

How is Cherokee heritage preserved in Georgia today?
Cherokee heritage is preserved through cultural centers, museums, historical sites, and by
the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians and other organizations dedicated to maintaining
Cherokee traditions in Georgia.



What role did the Cherokee play in Georgia during the
American Civil War?
During the Civil War, some Cherokee in Georgia and the surrounding region allied with
the Confederacy, while others supported the Union, reflecting the tribe's complex position
during the conflict.

Additional Resources
**Cherokee in Georgia History: A Complex Legacy of Culture, Conflict, and Change**

cherokee in georgia history represents a profound chapter in the story of Native
American resilience, cultural richness, and tragic displacement. The Cherokee Nation, one
of the most prominent Indigenous groups in the southeastern United States, had a
significant presence in what is now the state of Georgia long before European settlers
arrived. Their history intertwines with the broader narratives of colonization, U.S.
expansion, and the struggle for sovereignty, making it a subject of enduring interest for
historians, educators, and descendants alike.

The Early Presence of the Cherokee in Georgia

The Cherokee people traditionally inhabited areas across the southeastern United States,
including northern Georgia, western North Carolina, eastern Tennessee, and northeastern
Alabama. Archaeological and historical evidence points to the Cherokee establishing
villages in the mountainous regions of Georgia by the late prehistoric period. These
communities thrived due to fertile lands, abundant wildlife, and strategic trade routes.

The Cherokee in Georgia developed a sophisticated social and political structure, featuring
a matrilineal clan system and a council government that balanced power among various
leaders. Their settlements often included townhouses, dwellings, and cultivated fields,
reflecting an advanced agricultural economy based on crops such as corn, beans, and
squash.

Culture and Society

Cherokee culture in Georgia was rich and multifaceted. The language, part of the
Iroquoian family, was central to their identity and oral traditions. Spiritual beliefs
centered around harmony with nature, and rituals often involved seasonal ceremonies and
storytelling to preserve history and values. The Cherokee also crafted intricate pottery,
woven baskets, and tools which demonstrated their artistic and utilitarian skills.

Education and literacy gained prominence especially in the early 19th century with the
development of the Cherokee syllabary by Sequoyah, a groundbreaking written language
that significantly increased literacy rates within the nation.



European Contact and Its Impact

The arrival of European settlers in the 16th and 17th centuries marked a turning point in
Cherokee history in Georgia. Early interactions were a mixture of trade, cultural
exchange, and conflict. The introduction of European goods, such as firearms and metal
tools, altered traditional Cherokee lifestyles and economies.

However, these contacts also brought devastating consequences. Diseases like smallpox,
to which the Cherokee had no immunity, drastically reduced their population. Moreover,
the expansionist policies of European powers and later the United States placed
increasing pressure on Cherokee lands.

The Role of Treaties and Land Cessions

Throughout the 18th and early 19th centuries, a series of treaties were imposed on the
Cherokee Nation, often under duress or through dubious negotiations. These agreements
systematically reduced Cherokee territory in Georgia and surrounding states.

Notable among these was the Treaty of Hopewell (1785), which recognized Cherokee
lands but also set boundaries that increasingly favored American expansion. Subsequent
treaties, often manipulated by state and federal authorities, further eroded Cherokee
sovereignty and landholdings.

The Era of Removal: The Trail of Tears

Perhaps the most harrowing episode in Cherokee history in Georgia is the forced removal
known as the Trail of Tears. This tragic event stemmed from the Indian Removal Act of
1830, signed into law by President Andrew Jackson. The act authorized the federal
government to relocate Native American tribes from their ancestral homelands east of the
Mississippi River to designated territories in the west.

Despite legal resistance, including the landmark Supreme Court case Worcester v.
Georgia (1832), which affirmed Cherokee sovereignty, the state of Georgia and federal
authorities pursued removal aggressively. The discovery of gold in Dahlonega, Georgia, in
1828 intensified settler demands for Cherokee land.

Impact and Aftermath of the Removal

Between 1838 and 1839, approximately 16,000 Cherokee were forcibly marched westward
under brutal conditions. Thousands perished due to disease, exposure, and starvation.
This exile dislocated the Cherokee from their cultural and historical heartland, marking a
profound rupture.

The Trail of Tears remains a symbol of injustice and resilience. However, not all Cherokee



left Georgia; some evaded removal or returned over time, forming the basis of the Eastern
Band of Cherokee Indians in North Carolina and small communities within Georgia.

Legacy and Modern Recognition

The legacy of the Cherokee in Georgia history is complex, reflecting both the endurance of
Indigenous culture and the impact of colonial and American policies. Today, efforts to
preserve and celebrate Cherokee heritage are evident in museums, cultural centers, and
educational programs across Georgia.

Modern Cherokee descendants and affiliated nations continue to advocate for recognition
of their history and rights. The state of Georgia, alongside federal agencies, has taken
steps to acknowledge historical injustices, including commemorative events and
preservation of sites significant to Cherokee history.

Preservation of Cherokee Heritage in Georgia

Several sites in Georgia are dedicated to preserving the memory of the Cherokee
presence. These include:

New Echota: The former Cherokee capital in Georgia, now a historic site featuring
reconstructed buildings and a museum.

Chattahoochee National Forest: Home to many areas once inhabited by the
Cherokee, with trails and interpretive centers.

Gold Museum in Dahlonega: Documenting the gold rush era tied to the
displacement of the Cherokee.

These locations provide educational opportunities to understand the depth of Cherokee
culture and the consequences of their removal.

Comparative Perspectives on Cherokee Removal

The Cherokee removal from Georgia is often compared to other Native American
displacements, such as those of the Seminole in Florida or the Choctaw in Mississippi.
While the Trail of Tears is unique in its scale and notoriety, it exemplifies a broader
pattern of 19th-century U.S. Indian policy aimed at relocating Indigenous peoples to
facilitate settler expansion.

Such comparisons highlight the varied responses of Native nations, from armed resistance
to legal challenges and negotiation. In the Cherokee case, the combination of legal



activism and tragic forced migration underscores the complexities of sovereignty and
survival.

Pros and Cons of Historical Interpretation Approaches

When studying the Cherokee in Georgia history, scholars and educators face the challenge
of balancing narratives:

Pros: Emphasizing resilience and cultural achievements counters stereotypes and
honors Indigenous contributions.

Cons: Over-focusing on victimization risks overshadowing agency and adaptation.

A nuanced approach recognizes the Cherokee not only as victims of removal but also as a
people with rich traditions, political sophistication, and ongoing presence.

---

The story of the Cherokee in Georgia history is not merely a record of past events but a
living dialogue about identity, justice, and cultural survival. As scholarship and public
awareness grow, this history continues to inform contemporary discussions about
Indigenous rights and heritage preservation in the southeastern United States.

Cherokee In Georgia History

Find other PDF articles:
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  cherokee in georgia history: Georgia’s Historical Recipes Valerie J. Frey, 2025-05-01
Georgia’s Historical Recipes is an exploration of our state’s oldest recipes from the antebellum
period through World War II, as painstakingly researched by Georgia archivist Valerie J. Frey. This
volume begins with a discussion of old recipes as primary sources and what they can tell us about
the history and culture of their era and how to bring them to life in modern kitchens. Frey then
moves into fifty sections that can be read alone yet allow readers to build an understanding of how
foodways evolved over time. Some sections highlight a single recipe, illustrating how changes in
technology, agriculture, transportation, communication, and social patterns led to changes in
Georgia kitchens. Most of the recipes are previously unpublished, waiting in archives to be
rediscovered. Other sections explore our oldest cookbooks, offering biographical and cultural
background information that makes them more meaningful. For the first time, Georgians have a list
of the state’s early cookbooks and its cooking experts. Readers will learn where to find Georgia’s
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oldest recipes and discover many examples to whet their appetites literally and figuratively for a
taste of Georgia’s past.
  cherokee in georgia history: A History of Sautee Nacoochee Tommy Hart Jones, 2025-05-01
Virtually every landscape is a palimpsest, created by the imprint, however ephemeral, that people
have left everywhere they have been. As one peels back layers of history, the true nature of a place
can be better understood. A History of Sautee Nacoochee does precisely this for a small Appalachian
community with a remarkably long history. Sautee Nacoochee is a rural community located in White
County in northeastern Georgia. It is centered around two large valleys, Sautee, drained by Sautee
Creek, and Nacoochee, drained by the Chattahoochee River. In the broadest terms, this book
synthesizes an enormous amount of information from many disparate sources into a narrative that
identifies historical contexts, that documents and incorporates site-specific information, and that
strives to illuminate the lives of the people who over many centuries of human occupation and in
many different ways contributed to making Sautee Nacoochee what it is today. It is not a typical
“pioneer” history. Indeed, Tommy Hart Jones illuminates the lives of all the people who have
occupied the valleys over many thousands of years and connects the deep past to the present.
  cherokee in georgia history: Eastern Cherokee Stories Sandra Muse Isaacs, 2019-07-03
“Throughout our Cherokee history,” writes Joyce Dugan, former principal chief of the Eastern Band
of Cherokee Indians, “our ancient stories have been the essence of who we are.” These traditional
stories embody the Cherokee concepts of Gadugi, working together for the good of all, and Duyvkta,
walking the right path, and teach listeners how to understand and live in the world with reverence
for all living things. In Eastern Cherokee Stories, Sandra Muse Isaacs uses the concepts of Gadugi
and Duyvkta to explore the Eastern Cherokee oral tradition, and to explain how storytelling in this
tradition—as both an ancient and a contemporary literary form—is instrumental in the perpetuation
of Cherokee identity and culture. Muse Isaacs worked among the Eastern Cherokees of North
Carolina, recording stories and documenting storytelling practices and examining the Eastern
Cherokee oral tradition as both an ancient and contemporary literary form. For the descendants of
those Cherokees who evaded forced removal by the U.S. government in the 1830s, storytelling has
been a vital tool of survival and resistance—and as Muse Isaacs shows us, this remains true today, as
storytelling plays a powerful role in motivating and educating tribal members and others about
contemporary issues such as land reclamation, cultural regeneration, and language revitalization.
The stories collected and analyzed in this volume range from tales of creation and origins that tell
about the natural world around the homeland, to post-Removal stories that often employ Native
humor to present the Cherokee side of history to Cherokee and non-Cherokee alike. The persistence
of this living oral tradition as a means to promote nationhood and tribal sovereignty, to revitalize
culture and language, and to present the Indigenous view of history and the land bears testimony to
the tenacity and resilience of the Cherokee people, the Ani-Giduwah.
  cherokee in georgia history: Lost Towns of North Georgia Lisa M. Russell , 2016-10-17
Includes bibliographical references (pages 155-168) and index.
  cherokee in georgia history: The Native South Tim Alan Garrison, Greg O'Brien, 2017-07 In
The Native South, Tim Alan Garrison and Greg O'Brien assemble contributions from leading
ethnohistorians of the American South in a state-of-the-field volume of Native American history from
the sixteenth to the twenty-first century. Spanning such subjects as Seminole-African American
kinship systems, Cherokee notions of guilt and innocence in evolving tribal jurisprudence, Indian
captives and American empire, and second-wave feminist activism among Cherokee women in the
1970s, The Native South offers a dynamic examination of ethnohistorical methodology and evolving
research subjects in southern Native American history. Theda Perdue and Michael Green, pioneers
in the modern historiography of the Native South who developed it into a major field of scholarly
inquiry today, speak in interviews with the editors about how that field evolved in the late twentieth
century after the foundational work of James Mooney, John Swanton, Angie Debo, and Charles
Hudson. For scholars, graduate students, and undergraduates in this field of American history, this
collection offers original essays by Mikaëla Adams, James Taylor Carson, Tim Alan Garrison, Izumi



Ishii, Malinda Maynor Lowery, Rowena McClinton, David A. Nichols, Greg O'Brien, Meg Devlin
O'Sullivan, Julie L. Reed, Christina Snyder, and Rose Stremlau.
  cherokee in georgia history: Historic Smyrna Harold Owens Smith, 2010
  cherokee in georgia history: Der indigene Kontinent Pekka Hämäläinen, 2023-11-16 Pekka
Hämäläinen erzählt in »Der indigene Kontinent« eine andere Geschichte Nordamerikas, die
konsequent die indigenen Völker in den Mittelpunkt stellt. Ein unverzichtbares Standardwerk, das
deutlich macht, dass die amerikanische Geschichte vor allem eine Geschichte des indigenen
Widerstands ist. Die Geschichte Amerikas wird immer noch so erzählt: Kolumbus »entdeckt« einen
fremden Kontinent und kehrt mit Geschichten über ungeahnte Reichtümer in die »alte Welt« zurück.
Die europäischen Imperien stürzen sich auf den Kontinent und versuchen, so viel wie möglich von
dieser erstaunlichen »Neuen Welt« zu erobern. Obwohl sich die indigenen Völker wehren, können
sie den Ansturm nicht aufhalten. Mit »Der indigene Kontinent« legt Pekka Hämäläinen eine
weitreichende Gegenerzählung vor, die die grundlegendsten Annahmen über die amerikanische
Geschichte erschüttert. Er zeigt eine souveräne Welt indigener Völker, deren Mitglieder keineswegs
hilflose Opfer kolonialer Gewalt waren, sondern den Kontinent auch nach der Ankunft der ersten
Europäer jahrhundertelang beherrschten. Selbst als die weiße Bevölkerung explodierte und die
Landgier der Kolonialisten immer zügelloser wurde, blühten die indigenen Völker dank ihrer
ausgefeilten Diplomatie und Führungsstrukturen auf. Der Beweis für den Widerstand der
Ureinwohner wird heute in den Hunderten von indigenen Nationen deutlich, die es in den
Vereinigten Staaten und Kanada noch gibt. »Der indigene Kontinent« ist eine Pflichtlektüre und gibt
den indigenen Völkern ihren rechtmäßigen Platz im Zentrum der amerikanischen Geschichte zurück.
  cherokee in georgia history: Genealogist's Address Book. 6th Edition Elizabeth Petty
Bentley, 2009-02 This book is the answer to the perennial question, What's out there in the world of
genealogy? What organizations, institutions, special resources, and websites can help me? Where do
I write or phone or send e-mail? Once again, Elizabeth Bentley's Address Book answers these
questions and more. Now in its 6th edition, The Genealogist's Address Book gives you access to all
the key sources of genealogical information, providing names, addresses, phone numbers, fax
numbers, e-mail addresses, websites, names of contact persons, and other pertinent information for
more than 27,000 organizations, including libraries, archives, societies, government agencies, vital
records offices, professional bodies, publications, research centers, and special interest groups.
  cherokee in georgia history: There's Lots to See in Georgia Jennifer W. Dickey, 2025-06-15
There's Lots to See in Georgia provides a history of the Peach State's state historic sites, including a
brief history of each site, the process by which the sites were preserved or restored and became part
of the state historic site system, and information to guide visitors as they tour each site. The sixteen
sites featured in this book capture more than fifteen hundred years of history of the place we now
call Georgia, from the Woodland era through the mid-twentieth century. Included are Native
American sites from the Woodland, Mississippian, and Cherokee periods, colonial-era sites, frontier
settlement sites, antebellum plantations, Civil War sites, and a presidential retreat. No other book
offers such comprehensive coverage of all the historic sites owned and operated by the state of
Georgia.
  cherokee in georgia history: A Bibliography of Tennessee History, 1973-1996 W. Calvin
Dickinson, Eloise R. Hitchcock, 1999 With some 6,000 entries, A Bibliography of Tennessee History
will prove to be an invaluable resource for anyone--students, historians, librarians,
genealogists--engaged in researching Tennessee's rich and colorful past. A sequel to Sam B. Smith's
invaluable 1973 work, Tennessee History: A Bibliography, this book follows a similar format and
includes published books and essays, as well as many unpublished theses and dissertations, that
have become available during the intervening years. The volume begins with sections on Reference,
Natural History, and Native Americans. Its divisions then follow the major periods of the state's
history: Before Statehood, State Development, Civil War, Late Nineteenth Century, Early Twentieth
Century, and Late Twentieth Century. Sections on Literature and County Histories round out the
book. Included is a helpful subject index that points the reader to particular persons, places,



incidents, or topics. Substantial sections in this index highlight women's history and African
American history, two areas in which scholarship has proliferated during the past two decades. The
history of entertainment in Tennessee is also well represented in this volume, including, for example,
hundreds of citations for writings about Elvis Presley and for works that treat Nashville and
Memphis as major show business centers. The Literature section, meanwhile, includes citations for
fiction and poetry relating to Tennessee history as well as for critical works about Tennessee
writers. Throughout, the editors have strived to achieve a balance between comprehensive coverage
and the need to be selective. The result is a volume that will benefit researchers for years to come.
The Editors: W. Calvin Dickinson is professor of history at Tennessee Technological University.
Eloise R. Hitchcock is head reference librarian at the University of the South.
  cherokee in georgia history: 50 Events That Shaped American Indian History Donna Martinez,
Jennifer L. Williams Bordeaux, 2016-12-05 This powerful two-volume set provides an insider's
perspective on American Indian experiences through engaging narrative entries about key historical
events written by leading scholars in American Indian history as well as inspiring first-person
accounts from American Indian peoples. This comprehensive, two-volume resource on American
Indian history covers events from the time of ancient Indian civilizations in North America to recent
happenings in American Indian life in the 21st century, providing readers with an understanding of
not only what happened to shape the American Indian experience but also how these events—some
of which occurred long ago—continue to affect people's lives today. The first section of the book
focuses on history in the pre-European contact period, documenting the tens of thousands of years
that American Indians have resided on the continent in ancient civilizations, in contrast with the very
short history of a few hundred years following contact with Europeans—during which time
tremendous changes to American Indian culture occurred. The event coverage continues
chronologically, addressing the early Colonial period and beginning of trade with Europeans and the
consequential destruction of native economies, to the period of Western expansion and Indian
removal in the 1800s, to events of forced assimilation and later self-determination in the 20th
century and beyond. Readers will appreciate how American Indians continue to live rich cultural,
social, and religious lives thanks to the activism of communities, organizations, and individuals, and
perceive how their inspiring collective story of self-determination and sovereignty is far from over.
  cherokee in georgia history: The Trail of Tears Lydia D. Bjornlund, 2010-06-11 Native
American history is filled with pain and suffering. The trail of tears is no different. More than 15,000
Cherokee Indians were removed by the U.S. Army. They were forced to travel over 1,000 miles,
under very harsh conditions to Indian Territory. Along the trail, nearly 4,000 Cherokee died of
starvation, exposure, or disease. This stirring volume examines the forced removal of Cherokee
Indians from their native lands to the Oklahoma Territory, their subsequent history, and the legacy
of these events.
  cherokee in georgia history: The Dividing Paths Tom Hatley, 1995-05-18 Focusing on the
American Cherokee people and the South Carolina settlers, this book traces the two cultures and
their interactions from 1680, when Charleston was established as the main town in the region, until
1785, when the Cherokees first signed a treaty with the United States. Hatley retrieves the
unfamiliar dimensions of a world in which Native Americans were at the center of Southern
geopolitics and in which radically different social assumptions about the obligations of power, the
place of women, and the use of the land fed the formative cultural psychology of the colonial South.
Weaving together firsthand accounts, journals, and letters to give a human reality to the facts of
war, politics, and the economy, he pinpoints the revolutionary decade--from the little known but
decisive Cherokee war through the Revolution itself--in which both societies struggled over their
own identities. Rather than focusing on the Cherokees and Carolinians separately, this book focuses
on contacts, encounters, exchanges, intersections: their mutual history. Hatley argues that Cherokee
and colonial histories cannot be understood separately--that they are inextricably linked--and that
the origins of distinctive features of Native American and colonial ethnicity and seemingly unrelated
twists in the political history of each society are rooted in this encounter.



  cherokee in georgia history: The Trail of Tears Herman A. Peterson, 2010-10-11 The
Removal of the Five Tribes from what is now the Southeastern part of the United States to the area
that would become the state of Oklahoma is a topic widely researched and studied. In this annotated
bibliography, Herman A. Peterson has gathered together studies in history, ethnohistory,
ethnography, anthropology, sociology, rhetoric, and archaeology that pertain to the Removal. The
focus of this bibliography is on published, peer-reviewed, scholarly secondary source material and
published primary source documents that are easily available. The period under closest scrutiny
extends from the passage of the Indian Removal Act in 1830 to the end of the Third Seminole War in
1842. However, works directly relevant to the events leading up to the Removal, as well as those
concerned with the direct aftermath of Removal in Indian Territory, are also included. This
bibliography is divided into six sections, one for each of the tribes, as well as a general section for
works that encompass more than one tribe or address Indian Removal as a policy. Each section is
further divided by topic, and within each section the works are listed chronologically, showing the
development of the literature on that topic over time. The Trail of Tears: An Annotated Bibliography
of Southeastern Indian Removal is a valuable resource for anyone researching this subject.
  cherokee in georgia history: Survivance, Sovereignty, and Story Lisa King, Rose Gubele,
Joyce Rain Anderson, 2015-11-01 Focusing on the importance of discussions about sovereignty and
of the diversity of Native American communities, Survivance, Sovereignty, and Story offers a variety
of ways to teach and write about indigenous North American rhetorics. These essays introduce
indigenous rhetorics, framing both how and why they should be taught in US university writing
classrooms. Contributors promote understanding of American Indian rhetorical and literary texts
and the cultures and contexts within which those texts are produced. Chapters also supply resources
for instructors, promote cultural awareness, offer suggestions for further research, and provide
examples of methods to incorporate American Indian texts into the classroom curriculum.
Survivance, Sovereignty, and Story provides a decolonized vision of what teaching rhetoric and
writing can be and offers a foundation to talk about what rhetoric and pedagogical practice can
mean when examined through American Indian and indigenous epistemologies and contemporary
rhetorics. Contributors include Joyce Rain Anderson, Resa Crane Bizzaro, Qwo-Li Driskill, Janice
Gould, Rose Gubele, Angela Haas, Jessica Safran Hoover, Lisa King, Kimberli Lee, Malea D. Powell,
Andrea Riley-Mukavetz, Gabriela Raquel Ríos, and Sundy Watanabe.
  cherokee in georgia history: Appalachia in the Making Mary Beth Pudup, Dwight B.
Billings, Altina L. Waller, 2000-11-09 Appalachia first entered the American consciousness as a
distinct region in the decades following the Civil War. The place and its people have long been seen
as backwards and 'other' because of their perceived geographical, social, and economic isolation.
These essays, by fourteen eminent historians and social scientists, illuminate important dimensions
of early social life in diverse sections of the Appalachian mountains. The contributors seek to place
the study of Appalachia within the context of comparative regional studies of the United States,
maintaining that processes and patterns thought to make the region exceptional were not
necessarily unique to the mountain South. The contributors are Mary K. Anglin, Alan Banks, Dwight
B. Billings, Kathleen M. Blee, Wilma A. Dunaway, John R. Finger, John C. Inscoe, Ronald L. Lewis,
Ralph Mann, Gordon B. McKinney, Mary Beth Pudup, Paul Salstrom, Altina L. Waller, and John
Alexander Williams
  cherokee in georgia history: American Indian History Day by Day Roger M. Carpenter,
2012-10-02 This unique, day-by-day compilation of important events helps students understand and
appreciate five centuries of Native American history. Encompassing more than 500 years, American
Indian History Day by Day: A Reference Guide to Events is a marvelous research tool. Students will
learn what occurred on a specific day, read a brief description of events, and find suggested books
and websites they can turn to for more information. The guide's unique treatment and chronological
arrangement make it easy for students to better understand specific events in Native American
history and to trace broad themes across time. The book covers key occurrences in Native American
history from 1492 to the present. It discusses native interactions with European explorers,



missionaries and colonists, as well as the shifting Indian policies of the U.S. government since the
nation's founding. Contemporary events, such as the opening of Indian casinos, are also covered. In
addition to accessing comprehensive information about frequently researched topics in Native
American history, students will benefit from discussions of lesser-known subjects and events whose
causes and significance are often misunderstood.
  cherokee in georgia history: Library Catalog: State and local histories and records
Carolyn Leopold Michaels, 1986 V. 1. Family histories and genealogies. - v. 2. State and local
histories and records. - v. 3. centennial supplement: acquisitions 1985-1991.
  cherokee in georgia history: Historical Dictionary of Native American Movements Nathan
Wilson, Raymond Wilson, 2024-01-04 Native Americans in the United States, similar to other
indigenous people, created political, economic, and social movements to meet and adjust to major
changes that impacted their cultures. For centuries, Native Americans dealt with the onslaught of
non-Indian land claims, the appropriation of their homelands, and the destruction of their ways of
life. Through various movements, Native Americans accepted, rejected, or acclimated to the
nontraditional worldviews of the colonizers and their policies. Historical Dictionary of Native
American Movements, Third Edition contains a chronology, an introduction, appendixes, and an
extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has more than 300 cross-referenced entries on such
topics as key movements, organizations, leadership strategies, and the major issues these groups
confronted. This book is an excellent resource for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to
know more about Native Americans.
  cherokee in georgia history: American Indian Sovereignty and Law Wade Davies,
Richmond L. Clow, 2009-02-04 American Indian Sovereignty and Law: An Annotated Bibliography
covers a wide variety of topics and includes sources dealing with federal Indian policy, federal and
tribal courts, criminal justice, tribal governance, religious freedoms, economic development, and
numerous sub-topics related to tribal and individual rights. While primarily focused on the years
1900 to the present, many sources are included that focus on the 19th century or earlier. The
annotations included in this reference will help researchers know enough about the arguments and
contents of each source to determine its usefulness. Whenever a clear central argument is made in
an article or book, it is stated in the entry, unless that argument is made implicit by the title of that
entry. Each annotation also provides factual information about the primary topic under discussion.
In some cases, annotations list topics that compose a significant portion of an author's discussion but
are not obvious from the title of the entry. American Indian Sovereignty and Law will be extremely
useful in both studying Native American topics and researching current legal and political actions
affecting tribal sovereignty.
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