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Dark Lady of the Sonnets: Unveiling Shakespeare’s Enigmatic Muse

dark lady of the sonnets is a phrase that immediately conjures images of mystery,
passion, and intrigue within the world of William Shakespeare’s poetry. Unlike the idealized,
fair-haired “Fair Youth” who dominates much of the sonnets, the Dark Lady stands out as a
shadowy, complex figure whose allure has fascinated readers and scholars for centuries.
But who exactly was this dark lady? What role did she play in Shakespeare’s sonnets, and
why does she continue to captivate audiences today? Let’s embark on a journey to explore
the enigmatic persona behind one of literature’s most compelling characters.

The Identity of the Dark Lady of the Sonnets

One of the greatest literary mysteries revolves around the true identity of the dark lady.
Shakespeare’s sonnets, particularly those numbered 127 to 154, introduce a woman
characterized by her dark complexion, contrasting sharply with the conventional beauty
standards of Elizabethan England that favored pale skin and golden hair. This striking
difference hints at a woman who defied societal norms, making her all the more intriguing.

Historical Candidates and Theories

Over the years, scholars and historians have proposed numerous candidates as the possible
inspiration for the dark lady, though none have been definitively proven. Some of the most
popular theories include:

Mary Fitton: A maid of honor to Queen Elizabeth I, Mary Fitton was known for her
dark hair and flirtatious nature. Her rumored affair with Shakespeare and her
proximity to the court have made her a leading candidate.

African or Mediterranean Descent: Some theories suggest the dark lady may have
been of African or Mediterranean heritage, explaining the emphasis on her “dark”
features in the sonnets.

Emilia Lanier: A poet and one of the first Englishwomen to publish a volume of
poetry, Lanier’s Italian-Jewish background and dark looks have linked her to the dark
lady in some scholarly circles.

Despite these possibilities, the lack of concrete evidence leaves the dark lady’s true identity
shrouded in mystery, which only adds to her allure.



The Role of the Dark Lady in Shakespeare’s
Sonnets

Unlike the idealized and often platonic admiration expressed toward the Fair Youth, the
sonnets dedicated to the dark lady are raw, passionate, and sometimes conflicted.
Shakespeare’s portrayal of this woman is far more complex, revealing the tumultuous
nature of desire, jealousy, and betrayal.

Contrasts with the Fair Youth

The Fair Youth sonnets often celebrate beauty, friendship, and idealized love, emphasizing
purity and admiration. In contrast, the dark lady sonnets explore a more complicated
relationship — one filled with lust, moral ambiguity, and emotional turmoil. Shakespeare’s
candid expression of his feelings for the dark lady breaks from traditional poetic
conventions of the time, depicting flawed love with all its imperfections.

Themes Explored in the Dark Lady Sonnets

The dark lady sonnets delve into several enduring themes:

Physical Desire and Sensuality: These poems are notable for their frankness,
openly discussing sexual attraction and the physical aspects of the relationship.

Jealousy and Betrayal: The sonnets reveal Shakespeare’s conflicting emotions,
including jealousy over the dark lady’s infidelities and his own feelings of guilt.

Beauty Beyond Convention: By praising the dark lady’s unconventional beauty,
Shakespeare challenges Elizabethan beauty norms and explores the idea of inner
allure beyond superficial traits.

This complexity makes the dark lady sonnets some of the most psychologically rich and
emotionally resonant in Shakespeare’s entire collection.

Literary Significance of the Dark Lady of the
Sonnets

The dark lady’s presence in Shakespeare’s sonnets marks a pivotal departure from the
traditional Petrarchan ideal of unattainable, chaste love. Shakespeare humanizes desire,
presenting it as a messy, sometimes painful experience that defies simple categorization.



Breaking Elizabethan Conventions

In an era when poetry often idealized women as paragons of virtue, the dark lady’s
portrayal as passionate, flawed, and even deceptive was revolutionary. Shakespeare’s
willingness to depict her as a real woman with imperfections reflects a more modern
understanding of relationships and human nature.

Influence on Later Literature and Art

The dark lady has inspired countless writers, artists, and performers, becoming a symbol of
enigmatic feminine power and complexity. From Victorian poets to contemporary novelists,
the figure of the dark lady continues to resonate as a muse that embodies both desire and
mystery.

Interpreting the Dark Lady Today

Modern readers and scholars approach the dark lady with a blend of fascination and critical
inquiry. While the exact identity remains elusive, her role invites reflection on themes of
race, gender, and power dynamics in literature.

Exploring Race and Identity

The repeated emphasis on the dark lady’s complexion has sparked discussions about race
in Shakespeare’s work. Some argue that she may represent an early acknowledgment of
racial diversity, while others see her characterization as a commentary on societal attitudes
toward beauty and otherness.

Feminist Perspectives

From a feminist viewpoint, the dark lady is an intriguing figure because she defies the
passive, idealized roles typically assigned to women in Renaissance poetry. Her
assertiveness and complexity challenge patriarchal narratives and invite readers to
reconsider the portrayal of women in literature.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating the Dark Lady
Sonnets

If you’re new to Shakespeare’s sonnets or want to deepen your understanding of the dark
lady’s role, here are some helpful suggestions:



Read in Sequence: The sonnets addressing the dark lady are grouped together, so
reading them in order can help you grasp the evolving emotions and story.

Consider Historical Context: Understanding Elizabethan attitudes toward race,
gender, and beauty can enrich your interpretation of the poems.

Look for Literary Devices: Shakespeare’s use of metaphor, imagery, and irony adds
layers of meaning that reveal the complexity of his feelings and the dark lady’s
character.

Engage with Scholarly Commentary: Exploring different academic perspectives
can offer new insights and challenge your assumptions about the sonnets.

By approaching the dark lady sonnets with curiosity and openness, readers can appreciate
the depth and nuance that make these poems timeless.

As the dark lady of the sonnets continues to captivate imaginations, she remains one of
Shakespeare’s most enduring and provocative creations—a testament to the power of
poetry to explore the mysteries of love, desire, and human complexity.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the Dark Lady in Shakespeare's sonnets?
The Dark Lady is a mysterious figure featured in Shakespeare's later sonnets, characterized
by her dark hair and complexion, and is believed to be the poet's muse and lover.

Why is she called the Dark Lady in Shakespeare's
sonnets?
She is called the Dark Lady because Shakespeare describes her with dark features, such as
black hair and dark eyes, which contrasts with the fair complexion of the Fair Youth
mentioned in earlier sonnets.

How many sonnets are dedicated to the Dark Lady?
Approximately 40 sonnets, from Sonnet 127 to Sonnet 154, are believed to be dedicated to
the Dark Lady.

Is the identity of the Dark Lady known?
The true identity of the Dark Lady remains unknown and is a subject of scholarly debate,
with various theories suggesting figures such as Mary Fitton or Emilia Lanier.



What themes are explored in the sonnets about the
Dark Lady?
Themes include desire, betrayal, complex love, moral ambiguity, and the conflict between
physical attraction and emotional turmoil.

How does the Dark Lady contrast with the Fair Youth in
Shakespeare's sonnets?
The Dark Lady is portrayed as sensual, mysterious, and morally ambiguous, while the Fair
Youth is depicted as beautiful, idealized, and the subject of admiration and affection.

What literary significance does the Dark Lady have in
Shakespeare's work?
The Dark Lady sonnets explore unconventional aspects of love and desire, breaking from
traditional ideals and adding complexity and realism to Shakespeare's poetic exploration of
human relationships.

Are there any historical records supporting the
existence of the Dark Lady?
No definitive historical records confirm the existence of the Dark Lady; she is primarily
known through the sonnets themselves, making her a literary rather than historical figure.

How have modern scholars interpreted the Dark Lady
sonnets?
Modern scholars often interpret the Dark Lady sonnets as expressions of conflicted
emotions, exploring themes of power, sexuality, and the darker sides of love and desire.

Has the Dark Lady inspired other works of art or
literature?
Yes, the figure of the Dark Lady has inspired numerous adaptations, poems, novels, and
artworks, highlighting her enduring intrigue and symbolic representation of complex female
identity.

Additional Resources
Dark Lady of the Sonnets: Unraveling Shakespeare’s Mysterious Muse

dark lady of the sonnets is a term that evokes intrigue, mystery, and scholarly debate
within the realm of Elizabethan literature. Rooted deeply in William Shakespeare’s sonnet
sequence, the Dark Lady represents one of the most enigmatic figures in English poetry.
Unlike the idealized Fair Youth, this figure is characterized by her unconventional beauty,



complex allure, and morally ambiguous portrayal, challenging the traditional Renaissance
ideals of feminine virtue and aesthetics. This article delves into the origins, literary
significance, and enduring mysteries surrounding the Dark Lady of the sonnets, offering a
comprehensive analysis grounded in historical context and critical interpretation.

The Enigma of the Dark Lady: Origins and
Literary Context

The Dark Lady appears prominently in Shakespeare’s sonnets numbered 127 to 154, a
sequence distinct from the earlier sonnets dedicated to the Fair Youth. Her epithet “dark” is
often interpreted literally—highlighting her dark complexion and hair—as opposed to the
pale beauty commonly idealized in Elizabethan poetry. However, the term also carries
metaphorical weight, signifying both the moral ambiguity and the emotional complexity she
embodies.

Scholars have long debated the real-life inspiration for the Dark Lady, with numerous
candidates proposed, ranging from Emilia Lanier to Mary Fitton. Despite extensive research,
no definitive identification has been universally accepted, which only amplifies her mythic
status. This ambiguity has become a fertile ground for literary analysis and creative
speculation, reflecting broader questions about the intersection of biography and art in
Shakespeare’s work.

Contrasts with the Fair Youth

The sonnets addressed to the Dark Lady stand in stark contrast to those dedicated to the
Fair Youth. While the latter are marked by idealized admiration and a tone of platonic
affection, the Dark Lady sonnets are charged with passion, jealousy, and often bitterness.
This juxtaposition highlights Shakespeare’s exploration of diverse facets of love—ranging
from idealized admiration to tumultuous desire.

The Fair Youth is often interpreted as embodying beauty, virtue, and youthful innocence,
whereas the Dark Lady defies such conventions. Her “black” attributes—black wires (hair),
black eyes, and a dark complexion—are repeatedly emphasized, signaling a departure from
the conventional Renaissance celebration of fair skin and golden hair. This inversion
challenges contemporary beauty standards and opens discussions about race, class, and
gender perceptions in Shakespeare’s time.

Characteristics and Symbolism of the Dark Lady

Understanding the Dark Lady requires a nuanced approach to the sonnets’ language and
symbolism. Shakespeare’s portrayal is ambivalent; she is simultaneously desirable and
morally suspect, inspiring both adoration and frustration.



Physical Description: The Dark Lady is described with dark features, which
contrasted sharply with the Elizabethan ideal of beauty. This physicality is not merely
descriptive but symbolic, suggesting exoticism and otherness.

Moral Ambiguity: Unlike the chaste and loyal mistress often depicted in Renaissance
poetry, the Dark Lady is unfaithful and enigmatic, introducing themes of betrayal and
complexity in romantic relationships.

Emotional Turmoil: The sonnets reveal a tumultuous relationship marked by desire,
jealousy, and even self-recrimination, reflecting the darker side of love.

The duality inherent in the Dark Lady’s characterization invites readers to reconsider
traditional notions of feminine virtue and beauty. It also allows Shakespeare to probe the
complexities of human desire beyond idealized conventions.

Potential Real-Life Inspirations

Several historical figures have been posited as the real Dark Lady, though none
conclusively. Among the most cited are:

Emilia Lanier: A poet and musician of Italian descent, Lanier’s darker features and1.
literary connections have made her a strong candidate.

Mary Fitton: A maid of honor at Queen Elizabeth’s court, rumored to have had an2.
affair with Shakespeare’s patron, the Earl of Pembroke.

African or Moorish Influence: Some scholars argue the Dark Lady might represent3.
a woman of African or Moorish origin, reflecting the diverse population of Elizabethan
England and challenging racial assumptions.

Each theory offers unique insights but also highlights the inherent difficulties in pinning
down a historical identity from poetic ambiguity.

The Dark Lady’s Role in Shakespeare’s
Exploration of Love and Desire

The sonnets featuring the Dark Lady stand out for their candid and often raw emotional
expression. Unlike the idealized love poems common in the period, these sonnets confront
the contradictions inherent in desire—the simultaneous attraction and repulsion, the pain of
jealousy, and the inevitability of betrayal.



Exploring Themes of Desire and Morality

The Dark Lady sonnets navigate uncharted emotional territory, portraying love as a source
of both pleasure and torment. Shakespeare’s frank depiction of physical desire, infidelity,
and emotional conflict was revolutionary for its time.

- **Desire vs. Reason:** The sonnets reveal the tension between passionate impulse and
rational thought, with the speaker frequently caught in a moral dilemma.
- **Beauty and Imperfection:** The Dark Lady’s unconventional beauty challenges the
idealized aesthetic norms, suggesting that desire often transcends societal expectations.
- **Power Dynamics:** The relationship reflects shifting power dynamics, with the Dark
Lady exercising agency and control, subverting the traditional passive female role.

These themes demonstrate Shakespeare’s sophisticated understanding of human
psychology and relationships, contributing to the timeless relevance of his sonnets.

Comparative Analysis with Contemporary Literature

When compared to contemporaneous sonneteers such as Edmund Spenser and Philip
Sidney, Shakespeare’s Dark Lady sonnets stand apart for their realism and complexity.
While many Elizabethan sonnets idealized women as paragons of virtue and beauty,
Shakespeare’s portrayal is more grounded and human.

- **Spenser’s Amoretti:** Celebrates a chaste and idealized love, emphasizing purity and
spiritual connection.
- **Sidney’s Astrophil and Stella:** Focuses on unrequited love and courtly admiration,
maintaining a respectful distance.
- **Shakespeare’s Dark Lady:** Engages with physicality, moral ambiguity, and emotional
conflict, breaking conventional molds.

This contrast underscores the Dark Lady’s role as a literary device through which
Shakespeare expanded the expressive possibilities of the sonnet form.

Legacy and Cultural Impact of the Dark Lady

The Dark Lady of the sonnets has transcended her literary origins to become an enduring
figure in cultural and academic discourse. Her ambiguous identity and complex
characterization continue to inspire artists, writers, and scholars.

Influence on Modern Interpretations of Shakespeare

Modern adaptations and critiques often emphasize the Dark Lady’s role as a symbol of
marginalized voices and alternative beauty standards. Feminist readings highlight her
agency and challenge patriarchal interpretations that reduce her to a mere object of desire



or betrayal.

The mystery surrounding her identity has also fueled popular culture, including novels,
films, and theatrical productions that reimagine her story, sometimes casting her as a
powerful muse or a victim of societal constraints.

Challenges in Interpretation and Scholarship

Despite extensive scholarship, the Dark Lady remains elusive. The main challenges include:

Ambiguity of Textual Evidence: Shakespeare’s sonnets are poetic and often
metaphorical, making literal interpretation difficult.

Historical Gaps: Lack of concrete historical records linking Shakespeare to specific
women limits biographical conclusions.

Bias and Projection: Interpretations are often influenced by contemporary cultural
and scholarly biases, affecting objectivity.

These challenges make the Dark Lady a perpetually fascinating subject, inviting ongoing
inquiry and debate.

Exploring the Dark Lady of the sonnets opens a window into the complexities of
Shakespeare’s poetic genius and the multifaceted nature of love itself. Through her,
Shakespeare challenged societal norms, enriched the sonnet tradition, and left an indelible
mark on literary history.

Dark Lady Of The Sonnets
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secret. - Jacket flap.
  dark lady of the sonnets: The Dark Lady of the Sonnets Shaw Festival Collection (University of
Guelph), Shaw Program Collection, Bernard Shaw, Julia Tribe, Paul Reynolds, University of Guelph.
Dept. of Drama, 1988
  dark lady of the sonnets: Shakespeare's "Dark Lady"-sonnets: The hell of sexuality – the
sexuality of hell Eva Sammel, 2006-06-01 Seminar paper from the year 2005 in the subject English
Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 2,3, Saarland University (Anglisitik), course:
Proseminar: Shakespeare's Love Tragedies, language: English, abstract: 1. Introduction William
Shakespeare’s (1564-1616) collection of 154 sonnets belongs surely to one of the greatest and most
famous ones, although there are many discrepancies about it; for example, discrepancies in
authorship, composition, publication and contents. Shakespeare’s 154 sonnets can be divided into
two great sections: The first section contains the sonnets 1-126 which are addressed to a young man,
obviously a very good friend of the author who appears again in the second section; and the poems
from 127 to 152 are the so-called “dark lady” sonnets. The last two sonnets, 153 and 154, are about
Cupid, the god of love, and revisions of an epigram of the Anthologia Graeca . This paper will have a
closer look at the “dark lady” sonnets, at what they are about, why they are called this way and what
it is that makes them so special. Furthermore, several important images that can be found again and
again in these sonnets will be named and analysed, amongst others images of sexuality, hell,
darkness, death, religion, illness and so on. There will also be a quick introduction why most people
speak of Antipetrarchan sonnets in form and content.
  dark lady of the sonnets: Dark Lady of the Sonnets George Bernard Shaw, 2020-01-21 The
Dark Lady of the Sonnets is a one-act play by the Irish playwright George Bernard Shaw which
centers around the character of the Dark Lady described in William Shakespeare's sonnets. In the
preface to the play, Shaw introduces his own audience to the different theories about the actual
person to whom the sonnets were devoted, but also if Shakespeare is the actual writer of his works.
Shakespeare and Queen Elizabeth themselves are characters in Shaw's rather witty, comic play.
  dark lady of the sonnets: The Dark Lady of the Sonnets (Large Print) George Bernard Shaw,
2013-04-15 The Dark Lady of the Sonnets is a play by George Bernard Shaw on William Shakespeare
and the Dark Lady character in his sonnets.I had better explain why, in this little piece d'occasion,
written for a performance in aid of the funds of the project for establishing a National Theatre as a
memorial to Shakespear, I have identified the Dark Lady with Mistress Mary Fitton. First, let me say
that I do not contend that the Dark Lady was Mary Fitton, because when the case in Mary's favor (or
against her, if you please to consider that the Dark Lady was no better than she ought to have been)
was complete, a portrait of Mary came to light and turned out to be that of a fair lady, not of a dark
one. That settles the question, if the portrait is authentic, which I see no reason to doubt, and the
lady's hair undyed, which is perhaps less certain. Shakespear rubbed in the lady's complexion in his
sonnets mercilessly; for in his day black hair was as unpopular as red hair was in the early days of
Queen Victoria. Any tinge lighter than raven black must be held fatal to the strongest claim to be the
Dark Lady. And so, unless it can be shewn that Shakespear's sonnets exasperated Mary Fitton into
dyeing her hair and getting painted in false colors, I must give up all pretence that my play is
historical. The later suggestion of Mr Acheson that the Dark Lady, far from being a maid of honor,
kept a tavern in Oxford and was the mother of Davenant the poet, is the one I should have adopted
had I wished to be up to date. Why, then, did I introduce the Dark Lady as Mistress Fitton?
  dark lady of the sonnets: The Dark Lady of the Sonnets George Bernard Shaw, 2023-08-27
Reproduction of the original. The publishing house Megali specialises in reproducing historical
works in large print to make reading easier for people with impaired vision.
  dark lady of the sonnets: The Dark Lady of the Sonnets Bernard Shaw, 2021-04-21 The
Dark Lady of the Sonnets is a 1910 short comedy by George Bernard Shaw in which William
Shakespeare, intending to meet the Dark Lady, accidentally encounters Queen Elizabeth I and
attempts to persuade her to create a national theatre.
  dark lady of the sonnets: The ‘Fair Youth’ and the ‘Dark Lady’ in Shakespeare’s sonnets



and their relationship to the Poetic Persona Eva Schiffbauer, 2016-07-20 Seminar paper from
the year 2016 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 2,0, RWTH
Aachen University (Institut für Anglistik, Amerikanistik und Romanistik der RWTH Aachen), course:
The Sonnet - History of a Genre, language: English, abstract: Nowadays sonnets, or probably even
lyric in general, are not very popular anymore. That was quite different in the Elizabethan era when
sonnet-writing was widespread during the so called “sonnet vogue” at the end of the 16th century. A
lot of sonnets were written during that time by poets like Sir Philip Sidney, Edmund Spenser or of
course William Shakespeare, whose sonnet sequence contains 154 sonnets in total. Some of
Shakespeare’s sonnets are still very well-known today and are read and analysed by students in
schools or universities. To get a better understanding of these poems, an important aspect one
should be concerned with is the addressee of each sonnet. Shakespeare had two major addressees
for his sonnets: The “Fair Youth” – respectively the “Young Man” – and the “Dark Lady” whose
identities are still a matter of speculation even today. The first part of Shakespeare’s sonnet
sequence, namely sonnets 1–126, is directed to the “Young Man”, while sonnets 127–154 are written
to the “Dark Lady”. But how are these figures – the young man and the dark lady - portrayed by the
poetic persona? What does this portrayal tell the reader about the relationship between persona and
addressee? Are these relationships of a similar nature or do they differ in some aspects? In this
paper I am first going to deal with the “Fair Youth” sequence: There will be a short characterisation
of this figure before I will concern myself with the relationship to the poetic persona. After a brief
summary of these results the “Dark Lady” sonnets will be examined in the same manner while
regarding the results about the “Young Man” I achieved before. These points will be executed by
looking at several sonnets in detail. For the “Fair Youth” section these are going to be sonnets 18,
20, 26, and 116; for the “Dark Lady” sonnets I will deal with sonnets 127, 130, 129, and 144. At the
end I will recapitulate the ascertained outcomes in a conclusion.
  dark lady of the sonnets: Dark Lady of the Sonnets Gerorge Bernard Shaw, 2020-08-12 The
Dark Lady of the Sonnets is a one-act play by the Irish playwright George Bernard Shaw which
centers around the character of the Dark Lady described in William Shakespeare's sonnets. In the
preface to the play, Shaw introduces his own audience to the different theories about the actual
person to whom the sonnets were devoted, but also if Shakespeare is the actual writer of his works.
Shakespeare and Queen Elizabeth themselves are characters in Shaw's rather witty, comic play.
  dark lady of the sonnets: The Dark Lady of the Sonnets George Bernard Shaw, 2018-10-17
The Dark Lady of the Sonnets is a 1910 short comedy by George Bernard Shaw in which William
Shakespeare, intending to meet the Dark Lady, accidentally encounters Queen Elizabeth I and
attempts to persuade her to create a national theatre. The play was written as part of a campaign to
create a Shakespeare National Theatre by 1916. (Excerpt from Wikipedia)
  dark lady of the sonnets: Secrets of the Sonnets: Shakespeare's Code Peter Jensen,
2006-08-17 1. Shakespeare, William, 1564-1616-Shakespeare's Sonnets-Substitution code-1609
Quarto- 2. The Poet William Shakespeare-The Youth Henry Wriothesley-The Dark Lady Aemelia
Bessano Lanyer- The Rival Poet Christopher Marlowe-Deciphering- Time and Timeline-Names and
Identities.
  dark lady of the sonnets: Mistress Davenant: The Dark Lady of Shakespeare's Sonnets (1913)
Arthur Acheson, 2008-06-01 This scarce antiquarian book is a facsimile reprint of the original. Due
to its age, it may contain imperfections such as marks, notations, marginalia and flawed pages.
Because we believe this work is culturally important, we have made it available as part of our
commitment for protecting, preserving, and promoting the world's literature in affordable, high
quality, modern editions that are true to the original work.
  dark lady of the sonnets: Mistress Davenant, the Dark Lady of Shakespeare's Sonnets
Arthur Acheson, 1913
  dark lady of the sonnets: Shakespeare's Dark Lady -Sonnets Eva Sammel, 2007-09 Seminar
paper from the year 2005 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature,
grade: 2,3, Saarland University (Anglisitik), course: Proseminar: Shakespeare's Love Tragedies, 18



entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: 1. Introduction William Shakespeare's
(1564-1616) collection of 154 sonnets belongs surely to one of the greatest and most famous ones,
although there are many discrepancies about it; for example, discrepancies in authorship,
composition, publication and contents. Shakespeare's 154 sonnets can be divided into two great
sections: The first section contains the sonnets 1-126 which are addressed to a young man, obviously
a very good friend of the author who appears again in the second section; and the poems from 127 to
152 are the so-called dark lady sonnets. The last two sonnets, 153 and 154, are about Cupid, the god
of love, and revisions of an epigram of the Anthologia Graeca . This paper will have a closer look at
the dark lady sonnets, at what they are about, why they are called this way and what it is that makes
them so special. Furthermore, several important images that can be found again and again in these
sonnets will be named and analysed, amongst others images of sexuality, hell, darkness, death,
religion, illness and so on. There will also be a quick introduction why most people speak of
Antipetrarchan sonnets in form and content.
  dark lady of the sonnets: Mistress Davenant, the Dark Lady of Shakespeare's Sonnets Arthur
Acheson, 2017-05-20 Excerpt from Mistress Davenant, the Dark Lady of Shakespeare's Sonnets:
Demonstrating the Identity of the Dark Lady of the Sonnets, and the Authorship and Satirical
Intention of Willobie His Avisa; With a Reprint of Willobie His Avisa (in Part), Penelope's Complaint,
an Elegie While I defer publication of the results of my investiga tions of the plays made from a
personal point of view, and also of my complete rearrangement of the Sonnets into their original
books, for the guidance of the reader in following the present argument, I shall in this preface give a
brief chronological outline of my fuller theory, without advancing detailed evidence in its support.
This, for the present, the reader may, if he wishes, regard merely as a working hypothesis. Whether
he does so or not in the light of the evidence I adduce regarding Shakespeare's connection with the
Bar. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic
books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical
work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving
the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an
imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We
do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain
are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.
  dark lady of the sonnets: MISTRESS DAVENANT THE DARK LAD Arthur 1864-1930
Acheson, Matthew Fl 1580-1622 Roydon, 2016-08-27 This work has been selected by scholars as
being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work
was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible.
Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works
have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in the
work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations.
Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or
corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this
work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and
we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally
available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for
being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  dark lady of the sonnets: The Sonnets Harold Bloom, Brett Foster, 2009 Presents a collection
of essays discussing historical aspects of William Shakespeare's sonnets, excerpts from some of the
sonnets, and biographical information.
  dark lady of the sonnets: Mistress Davenant Arthur Acheson, 1913
  dark lady of the sonnets: A Companion to Shakespeare's Sonnets Michael Schoenfeldt,
2010-03-08 This Companion represents the myriad ways of thinking about the remarkable
achievement of Shakespeare’s sonnets. An authoritative reference guide and extended introduction
to Shakespeare’s sonnets. Contains more than 20 newly-commissioned essays by both established



and younger scholars. Considers the form, sequence, content, literary context, editing and printing
of the sonnets. Shows how the sonnets provide a mirror in which cultures can read their own critical
biases. Informed by the latest theoretical, cultural and archival work.
  dark lady of the sonnets: The Dark Lady of the Sonnets George Shaw, 2018-07-07 George
Bernard Shaw's classic dark comedy about a fictional visit by William Shakespeare to the court of
Queen Elizabeth I for a romantic rendezvous with his Dark Lady (believed to be Mary Fitton).
Shakespeare converses with one of the queen's beefeater guards and ultimately meets Queen
Elizabeth herself. A humorous and frank conversation ensues, in which Shakespeare attempts to
convince the queen to establish a national theater.
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