
lady lazarus line by line analysis
**Lady Lazarus Line by Line Analysis: Unpacking Sylvia Plath’s Powerful Poem**

lady lazarus line by line analysis invites readers into the haunting world of Sylvia Plath’s intense
and provocative poem. This work, rich with vivid imagery and raw emotion, offers a complex
exploration of death, resurrection, trauma, and identity. By diving into the poem’s language,
symbolism, and historical context, we can better understand Plath’s artistic vision and the powerful
statements she makes about the human condition. Let’s embark on a detailed journey through “Lady
Lazarus,” breaking down each line to uncover the layers of meaning and the poetic techniques that
make this poem a compelling masterpiece.

Understanding the Context of “Lady Lazarus”

Before delving into the line by line analysis, it’s essential to grasp the background around the poem.
Written in 1962, “Lady Lazarus” is one of Sylvia Plath’s most famous works, reflecting her struggles
with mental illness and her contemplation of death and rebirth. The poem’s title references the
biblical figure Lazarus, whom Jesus resurrected after death, symbolizing the poet’s recurring theme
of survival and rebirth following suicide attempts.

Lady Lazarus Line by Line Analysis

“I have done it again. / One year in every ten,”

The opening lines immediately establish a sense of repetition and inevitability. The speaker has
attempted suicide multiple times, roughly once every decade. The phrase “I have done it again”
conveys a resigned familiarity with death, suggesting that self-destruction is almost a ritualistic act.

“I rise with my red hair / And I eat men like air.”

Here, Plath introduces the persona of Lady Lazarus as a powerful, almost mythical figure. The
mention of “red hair” could symbolize vitality, anger, or even danger. The phrase “eat men like air”
is strikingly aggressive, transforming the speaker into a predator or force of nature, inverting
traditional gender roles and asserting dominance.

“I have a heart like a stone,”

This metaphor of a “heart like a stone” reveals emotional hardness or numbness, possibly a defense
mechanism against pain or trauma. It evokes a chilling image of detachment, underscoring the



speaker’s complex relationship with vulnerability.

“Dead. Dead. / Dead.”

The repetition of “Dead” serves as a stark, visceral reminder of mortality. The bluntness here
contrasts with the poetic language elsewhere, emphasizing the finality and the speaker’s fixation on
death.

“I rise / With my red hair / And I eat men like air.”

The repetition of these lines reinforces the resilience and power of Lady Lazarus. The cyclical
structure mirrors the speaker’s repeated suicides and resurrections, suggesting that death is not an
end but a transformation.

“I’m a walking miracle,”

This line captures the paradox of survival. Lady Lazarus sees herself as miraculous, yet this miracle
is laced with suffering and defiance. There’s a bitter irony here, as survival is both a blessing and a
curse.

“The peanut-crunching crowd / Shoves in to see / Them
unwrap me hand and foot— / The big strip tease.”

Plath introduces the theme of spectacle and voyeurism. The “peanut-crunching crowd” implies a
callous, indifferent audience watching the speaker’s suffering as entertainment. The “big strip
tease” metaphor suggests that her pain and rebirth are exposed and consumed publicly, highlighting
issues of privacy, objectification, and exploitation.

“Gentlemen, ladies / These are my hands / My knees.”

The speaker addresses the audience directly here, almost like a performer or exhibit. By pointing out
her body parts, she emphasizes her humanity and vulnerability, contrasting with the earlier image of
power and detachment.

“I may be skin / I may be bone,”

These lines continue the theme of physical exposure and fragility. “Skin” and “bone” symbolize the
bare essentials of human existence, stripped of any illusion or protection.



“But I’m the same, identical woman.”

Despite the physical changes and suffering, the speaker asserts an unchanging core identity. This
line reflects the tension between external transformation and internal consistency.

“The first time it happened I was ten. / It was an accident.”

This introduces a backstory, suggesting that the speaker’s initial trauma or attempt at self-
destruction occurred in childhood. Calling it “an accident” might be an attempt to diminish
responsibility or to frame the event as something outside her control.

“The second time I meant / To last it out and not come back at
all.”

Here, the speaker reveals a more deliberate suicide attempt, implying greater despair. The phrase
“meant to last it out” communicates a desire for permanence in death, contrasting with the
recurring resurrections.

“A sort of walking miracle, my skin / Bright as a Nazi
lampshade,”

This disturbing simile references horrific Nazi atrocities, specifically the use of human skin for
lampshades during the Holocaust. The comparison invokes themes of dehumanization, suffering, and
cruelty, deepening the poem’s dark and confrontational tone.

“My right foot / A paperweight,”

The image of the speaker’s foot as a “paperweight” conveys a sense of uselessness or objectification,
as if parts of her body have been reduced to mere objects. This continues the motif of being
dissected and displayed.

“My face

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the significance of the title 'Lady Lazarus' in the poem
by Sylvia Plath?

The title 'Lady Lazarus' refers to the biblical figure Lazarus,
who was resurrected from the dead. In the poem, Plath uses
this allusion to symbolize her repeated attempts at suicide and
her metaphorical resurrections, highlighting themes of death,
rebirth, and survival.

How does the opening line of 'Lady Lazarus' set the tone for
the poem?

The opening line, 'I have done it again,' immediately
establishes a tone of defiance and repetition, suggesting the
speaker's repeated attempts at suicide and her complex
relationship with death and revival.

What literary devices are prominent in the line 'A sort of
walking miracle, my skin / Bright as a Nazi lampshade'?

This line uses metaphor and dark imagery to convey the
speaker's resurrection as both miraculous and grotesque. The
simile comparing her skin to a 'Nazi lampshade' invokes
Holocaust imagery, emphasizing suffering and
dehumanization.

How does the poem 'Lady Lazarus' explore the theme of
performance and spectacle?

Throughout the poem, Plath uses theatrical imagery, such as



references to a 'show' and the speaker being a 'performer,' to
depict her survival and suffering as a spectacle for others,
critiquing voyeurism and the public's fascination with tragedy.

What is the meaning behind the repeated phrase 'Out of the
ash / I rise with my red hair / And I eat men like air' in the
poem?

This phrase symbolizes rebirth and empowerment. Rising 'out
of the ash' alludes to the phoenix myth, while 'red hair'
signifies vitality. The aggressive 'I eat men like air' suggests
reclaiming power and dominance after trauma.

How does Sylvia Plath use irony in 'Lady Lazarus' to convey the
speaker's complex emotions?

Plath employs irony by juxtaposing the speaker’s mock
cheerfulness about death and revival with the grim reality of
suicide attempts, highlighting the tension between outward
appearances and internal pain.

What is the overall message conveyed through the line-by-line
analysis of 'Lady Lazarus'?

A line-by-line analysis reveals themes of death, resurrection,
suffering, and empowerment, portraying the speaker’s
struggle with identity and trauma while critiquing societal
voyeurism and the commodification of pain.



Additional Resources

Lady Lazarus Line by Line Analysis: Unveiling the Depths of
Sylvia Plath’s Poetic Resurrection

lady lazarus line by line analysis offers an insightful
exploration into one of Sylvia Plath’s most haunting and
powerful poems. Written in 1962, just months before her
untimely death, “Lady Lazarus” encapsulates themes of death,
resurrection, suffering, and defiant survival. This article takes
a meticulous approach to dissect each line of the poem,
revealing the intricate layers of meaning, symbolism, and
emotional intensity that have captivated readers and critics
alike. As we delve into the nuances of Plath’s language,
structure, and imagery, we uncover a chilling narrative of self-
destruction and rebirth that resonates across decades.

Contextualizing “Lady Lazarus” in Sylvia Plath’s Oeuvre

Before proceeding with the lady lazarus line by line analysis, it
is essential to situate the poem within Plath’s broader literary
and biographical context. Plath’s work often grapples with
themes of mental illness, death, and identity, reflecting her
personal struggles. “Lady Lazarus” stands out for its raw
intensity and confrontational tone, blending confessional
poetry with dark surrealism. The poem’s title alludes to the
biblical figure Lazarus, who was resurrected from the dead,
symbolizing Plath’s complex relationship with mortality and
survival.



Lady Lazarus Line by Line Analysis

“I have done it again. / One year in every ten”

The poem opens with a declarative statement, establishing
repetition and inevitability. The phrase “I have done it again”
suggests a cyclical action, hinting at suicide attempts or
metaphorical deaths. The temporal marker “one year in every
ten” introduces a rhythm of recurrence, implying a pattern of
destruction and recovery over a decade. This sets the tone for
a narrative of repeated self-annihilation.

“I rise with my red hair / And I eat men like air”

Here, Plath invokes vivid imagery and assertive language. “I
rise with my red hair” symbolizes fiery rebirth and defiance,
while “I eat men like air” conveys domination and
insubstantiality, perhaps critiquing patriarchal oppression or
asserting feminine power. The metaphor is both aggressive
and ethereal, emphasizing the speaker’s resilience and
danger.

“A sort of walking miracle, my skin / Bright as a Nazi
lampshade”

The term “walking miracle” carries ironic weight, juxtaposing



miraculous survival with grotesque imagery. The reference to
a “Nazi lampshade” is stark and disturbing, invoking
Holocaust atrocities and hinting at dehumanization. This
disturbing simile underscores the speaker’s fragmented
identity and traumatic experiences, blending personal pain
with historical horror.

“My right foot / A paperweight, / My face a featureless, fine /
Jew linen.”

The speaker describes her body parts in objectifying
terms—“paperweight” and “fine Jew linen”—continuing the
Holocaust metaphor. This portrayal suggests a loss of
individuality and humanity, emphasizing vulnerability and
commodification. These lines deepen the poem’s exploration
of suffering and survival amid violence.

“Peel off the napkin / O my enemy. / Do I terrify?”

The imperative “Peel off the napkin” implies a dramatic
unveiling or exposure. Addressing “my enemy” directly, the
speaker challenges the reader or oppressor, questioning her
own power to “terrify.” This interaction highlights themes of
confrontation and agency, as the speaker refuses to remain
passive.

“The nose, the eye pits, the full set of teeth?”



Listing facial features stripped away evokes images of death
masks or medical
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  lady lazarus line by line analysis: Sylvia Plaths Gedicht "Lady Lazarus" Nadine
Stahlberg, 2010 Studienarbeit aus dem Jahr 2004 im Fachbereich Anglistik - Literatur, Note: 1,
Georg-August-Universität Göttingen, Sprache: Deutsch, Abstract: Sylvia Plath war eine der
produktivsten amerikanischen Lyrikerinnen des 20. Jahrhunderts. In ihrem recht kurzen Leben von
nur 30 Jahren schrieb sie rund 230 Gedichte, von denen viele einen großen Erfolg erzielten.
Während ihrer letzten Lebensjahre entstand die Gedichtsammlung Ariel, die später von ihrem
Ehemann Ted Hughes veröffentlicht wurde und auch das 1962 verfertigte Gedicht Lady Lazarus
enthält. Wie die meisten ihrer Gedichte zu dieser Zeit verfasste Sylvia Plath es innerhalb eines sehr
kurzen Zeitraums, zwischen dem 23. und 29. Oktober, andere Gedichte aus der Sammlung
entstanden sogar im Verlaufe eines einzigen Tages. Wie ist das Gedicht Lady Lazarus aufgebaut und
was wird in ihm beschrieben? Welchen Eindruck erweckt es beim Leser und welche Stimmungslage
verbreitet es? Um auf dieses und ähnliche Fragen Antwort zu finden, stütze ich mich im
Wesentlichen auf eine textimmanente Interpretation des Gedichts unter weitgehendem Ausschluss
biographischer Aspekte der Dichterin. Aber auch erkennbare Tendenzen und Parallelen zu den
Grundzügen englischer Lyrik des 20. Jahrhunderts sollen abschließend auf ihre Gültigkeit hin
überprüft werden.
  lady lazarus line by line analysis: Bodies on the Line Raphael Allison, 2014-12-01 Bodies on
the Line offers the first sustained study of the poetry reading in its most formative period: the 1960s.
Raphael Allison closely examines a vast archive of audio recordings of several key postwar American
poets to explore the social and literary context of the sixties poetry reading, which is characterized
by contrasting differing styles of performance: the humanist style and the skeptical strain. The
humanist style, made mainstream by the Beats and their imitators, is characterized by faith in the
power of presence, emotional communion, and affect. The skeptical strain emphasizes openness of
interpretation and multivalent meaning, a lack of stability or consistency, and ironic detachment. By
comparing these two dominant styles of reading, Allison argues that attention to sixties poetry
readings reveals poets struggling between the kind of immediacy and presence that readings
suggested and a private retreat from such performance-based publicity, one centered on the text
itself. Recordings of Robert Frost, Charles Olson, Gwendolyn Brooks, Larry Eigner, and William
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Carlos Williams—all of whom emphasized voice, breath, and spoken language and who were
inveterate professional readers in the sixties—expose this struggle in often surprising ways. In
deconstructing assertions about the role and importance of the poetry reading during this period,
Allison reveals just how dramatic, political, and contentious poetry readings could be. By discussing
how to hear as well as read poetry, Bodies on the Line offers startling new vantage points from
which to understand American poetry since the 1960s as both performance and text.
  lady lazarus line by line analysis: Abandoned Women and Poetic Tradition Lawrence
Lipking, 1988-09-15 At the heart of poetic tradition is a figure of abandonment, a woman forsaken
and out of control. She appears in writings ancient and modern, in the East and the West, in high art
and popular culture produced by women and by men. What accounts for her perennial fascination?
What is her function—in poems and for writers? Lawrence Lipking suggests many possibilities. In
this figure he finds a partial record of women's experience, an instrument for the expression of
religious love and yearning, a voice for psychological fears, and, finally, a model for the poet.
Abandoned women inspire new ways of reading poems and poetic tradition.
  lady lazarus line by line analysis: Ariel by Sylvia Plath (Book Analysis) Bright Summaries,
2018-12-13 Unlock the more straightforward side of Ariel with this concise and insightful summary
and analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis of Ariel by Sylvia Plath, the author’s final
collection of poetry, which was first published in 1965, two years after her suicide. Many of the
poems it contains were written in her final winter before her death, and the collection as a whole
explores subjects including mental illness, depression, motherhood, illness and family relationships.
This analysis features an outline of the overarching structure and key themes of the collections, as
well as a closer reading of the poems “Ariel”, “Daddy”, “Lady Lazarus” and “Tulips”. Sylvia Plath
was an American novelist and poet. Her best-known works are the novel The Bell Jar (first published
in 1963 under the pseudonym Victoria Lucas) and the poetry collection Ariel. Find out everything
you need to know about Ariel in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and informative reading guide
brings you: • A complete plot summary • Character studies • Key themes and symbols • Questions
for further reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our
publications are designed to accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and concise style
makes for easy understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge
in no time. See the very best of literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!
  lady lazarus line by line analysis: A Bulk of Short Questions and Answers Series-4 Dr.
Ramen Goswami, 2023-10-24 This book helps the undergraduate students of English hons in India to
modify their insight and increase their intellectuality; only then my labour will prove fruitful.
  lady lazarus line by line analysis: Sylvia Plath Harold Bloom, Sterling Professor of Humanities
Harold Bloom, 2007 A collection of essays on poet Sylvia Plath's life and work.
  lady lazarus line by line analysis: Poetry 101 Susan Dalzell, 2018-09-04 Become a poet and
write poetry with ease with help from this clear and simple guide in the popular 101 series. Poetry
never goes out of style. An ancient writing form found in civilizations across the world, poetry
continues to inform the way we write now, whether we realize it or not—especially in social
media—with its focus on brevity and creating the greatest possible impact with the fewest words.
Poetry 101 is your companion to the wonderful world of meter and rhyme, and walks you through
the basics of poetry. From Shakespeare and Chaucer, to Maya Angelou and Rupi Kaur, you’ll explore
the different styles and methods of writing, famous poets, and poetry movements and concepts—and
even find inspiration for creating poems of your own. Whether you are looking to better understand
the poems you read, or you want to tap into your creative side to write your own, Poetry 101 gives
you everything you need!
  lady lazarus line by line analysis: The Cambridge Introduction to Sylvia Plath Jo Gill,
2008-09-11 Sylvia Plath is widely recognized as one of the leading figures in twentieth-century
Anglo-American literature and culture. Her work has constantly remained in print in the UK and US
(and in numerous translated editions) since the appearance of her first collection in 1960. Plath's



own writing has been supplemented over the decades by a wealth of critical and biographical
material. The Cambridge Introduction to Sylvia Plath provides an authoritative and comprehensive
guide to the poetry, prose and autobiographical writings of Sylvia Plath. It offers a critical overview
of key readings, debates and issues from almost fifty years of Plath scholarship, draws attention to
the historical, literary, national and gender contexts which frame her writing and presents informed
and attentive readings of her own work. This accessibly written book will be of great use to students
beginning their explorations of this important writer.
  lady lazarus line by line analysis: The Cambridge Introduction to Twentieth-Century
American Poetry Christopher Beach, 2003-10-23 The Cambridge Introduction to Twentieth-Century
American Poetry is designed to give readers a brief but thorough introduction to the various
movements, schools, and groups of American poets in the twentieth century. It will help readers to
understand and analyze modern and contemporary poems. The first part of the book deals with the
transition from the nineteenth-century lyric to the modernist poem, focussing on the work of major
modernists such as Robert Frost, T. S. Eliot, Ezra Pound, Wallace Stevens, Marianne Moore, and W.
C. Williams. In the second half of the book, the focus is on groups such as the poets of the Harlem
Renaissance, the New Critics, the Confessionals, and the Beats. In each chapter, discussions of the
most important poems are placed in the larger context of literary, cultural, and social history.
  lady lazarus line by line analysis: The Meaning of Icons Léonide Ouspensky, Vladimir
Lossky, 1982 The nature of the icon cannot be grasped by means of pure art criticism, nor by the
adoption of a sentimental point of view. Its forms are based on the wisdom contained in the
theological and liturgical writings of the Eastern Orthodox Church and are imtimately bound up with
the experience of the contemplative life. The present work is the first of its kind to give a reliable
introduction to the spiritual background of this art. The introduction into the meaning and language
of the icons by Ouspensky imparts to us in an admirable way the spiritual conceptions of the Eastern
Orthodox Church which are often so foreign to us, but without the knowledge of which we cannot
possibly understand the world of the icon. -- Back cover.
  lady lazarus line by line analysis: Shakespeare's Sisters Sandra M. Gilbert, Susan Gubar,
1979
  lady lazarus line by line analysis: The Experience and Meaning of Work in Women's
Lives Hildreth Y. Grossman, Nia Lane Chester, 2013-04-15 In the past, social scientists have relied
predominantly on traditional models of work to understand women's experiences. These models,
however, have been based on men's occupational experiences, which have been assumed to be the
same for women. More recently, researchers and theorists from a variety of disciplines have begun
to challenge earlier assumptions as inaccurate reflections of the realities for female workers. Newer
studies have concentrated on the historical and social reasons for women's employment and career
choices, including changes in economy, family, and social conditions. To provide a deeper
understanding of women worker's realities by including the meaning they make of their work
experiences, the editors have assembled the research of social scientists from various disciplines
whose investigations focused exclusively on this subject. Their qualitative methodology provides a
forum for women to voice issues, raise questions, and share self-reflections about their work
experiences and the meaning they make of their work in the context of the rest of their lives. The
common themes that are interwoven within the fabric of women's work experience are: the need to
expand traditional definitions of what constitutes work; the fluid nature of boundaries between
personal life and work life; the importance of the relational aspects of their work; the issues related
to the uses of power at work; the role of work in the development of women's sense of self and
personal identity; and the degree to which women's work experience is colored by discrimination
and sexism.
  lady lazarus line by line analysis: The Poetry Toolkit: The Essential Guide to Studying Poetry
Rhian Williams, 2013-01-17 With examples from an extensive range of poets from Chaucer to today,
The Poetry Toolkit offers simple and clear explanations of key terms, genres and concepts that



enable readers to develop a richer, more sophisticated approach to reading, thinking and writing
about poems. Combining an easy-to-use reference format defining and illustrating key concepts,
forms and topics, with in-depth practice readings and further exercises, the book helps students
master the study of poetry for themselves. Now in its second edition, The Poetry Toolkit includes a
wider range of examples from contemporary poetry and more American poetry. In addition, an
extended close reading section now offers practice comparative readings of the kind students are
most likely to be asked to undertake, as well as readings informed by contemporary environmental
and urban approaches. The book is also supported by extensive online resources, including podcasts,
weblinks, guides to further reading and advanced study guides to reading poetry theoretically.
  lady lazarus line by line analysis: Meaning-Centered Psychotherapy in the Cancer Setting
William Breitbart, 2017 Meaning-Centered-Psychotherapy in the Cancer Setting provides a
theoretical context for Meaning-Centered Psychotherapy (MCP), a non-pharmalogic intervention
which has been shown to enhance meaning and spiritual well-being, increase hope, improve quality
of life, and significantly decrease depression, anxiety, desire for hastened death, and symptom
burden distress in the cancer setting. Based on the work of Viktor Frankl and his concept of
logotherapy, MCP is an innovative intervention for clinicians practicing in fields of Psycho-oncology,
Palliative Care, bereavement, and cancer survivorship. This volume supplements two treatment
manuals, Meaning-Centered Group Psychotherapy (MCGP) for Patients with Advanced Cancer and
Individual Meaning -Centered Psychotherapy (IMCP) for Patients with Advanced Cancer by Dr.
Breitbart, which offer a step-wise outline to conducting a specific set of therapy sessions. In addition
to providing a theoretical background on the MCP techniques provided in the treatment manuals,
this volume contains chapters on adapting MCP for different cancer-related populations and for
different purposes and clinical problems including: interventions for cancer survivors, caregivers of
cancer patients, adolescents and young adults with cancer, as a bereavement intervention, and
cultural and linguistic applications in languages such as Mandarin, Spanish, and Hebrew.
  lady lazarus line by line analysis: No Man's Land Sandra M. Gilbert, Susan Gubar,
1996-02-21 How do writers and their readers imagine the future in a turbulent time of sex war and
sex change? And how have transformations of gender and genre affected literary representations of
woman, man, family, and society? This final volume in Gilbert and Gubar's landmark three-part No
Man's Land: The Place of the Woman Writer in the Twentieth Century argues that throughout the
twentieth century women of letters have found themselves on a confusing cultural front and that
most, increasingly aware of the artifice of gender, have dispatched missives recording some form of
the future shock associated with profound changes in the roles and rules governing sexuality.
Divided into two parts, Letters from the Front is chronological in organization, with the first section
focusing on such writers of the modernist period as Virginia Woolf, Zora Neale Hurston, Edna St.
Vincent Millay, Marianne Moore, and H.D., and the second devoted to authors who came to
prominence after the Second World War, including Gwendolyn Brooks, Sylvia Plath, Margaret
Atwood, Toni Morrison, and A.S. Byatt. Embroiled in the sex antagonism that Gilbert and Gubar
traced in The War of the Words and in the sexual experimentations that they studied in Sexchanges,
all these artists struggled to envision the inscription of hitherto untold stories on what H.D. called
the blank pages/of the unwritten volume of the new. Through the works of the first group, Gilbert
and Gubar focus in particular on the demise of any single normative definition of the feminine and
the rise of masquerades of femininity amounting to female female impersonation. In the writings of
the second group, the critics pay special attention to proliferating revisions of the family
romance--revisions significantly inflected by differences in race, class, and ethnicity--and to the rise
of masquerades of masculinity, or male male impersonation. Throughout, Gilbert and Gubar discuss
the impact on literature of such crucial historical events as the Harlem Renaissance, the Second
World War, and the sexual revolution of the sixties. What kind of future might such a past engender?
Their book concludes with a fantasia on The Further Adventures of Snow White in which their
bravura retellings of the Grimm fairy tale illustrate ways in which future writing about gender might



develop.
  lady lazarus line by line analysis: Literature and Gender Lizbeth Goodman, 2013-04-15
Literature and Gender combines an introduction to and an anthology of literary texts which
powerfully demonstrate the relevance of gender issues to the study of literature. The volume covers
all three major literary genres - poetry, fiction and drama - and closely examines a wide range of
themes, including: feminity versus creativity in women's lives and writing the construction of female
characters autobiography and fiction the gendering of language the interaction of race, class and
gender within writing, reading and interpretation. Literature and Gender is also a superb resource
of primary texts, and includes writing by: Sappho Emily Dickinson Sylvia Plath Tennyson Elizabeth
Bishop Louisa May Alcott Virginia Woolf Jamaica Kincaid Charlotte Perkins Gilman Susan Glaspell
Also reproduced are essential essays by, amoung others, Maya Angelou, Sandra Gilbert and Susan
Gubar, Toni Morrison, Elaine Showalter, and Alice Walker. No other book on this subject provides an
anthology, introduction and critical reader in one volume. Literature and Gender is the ideal guide
for any student new to this field.
  lady lazarus line by line analysis: Writing Back Robin Peel, 2002 Writing Back: Sylvia Plath
and Cold War Politics explores the relationship between Plath's writing and Cold War discourses and
argues that the time (1960-1963), the place (England), and the global politics are important factors
for us to consider when we consider the rhetoric of Plath's later poetry and fiction. Based on fresh
readings arising from new research, this study argues that Plath should not be depoliticized, and
examines her writing alongside the discourses of the period as expressed in newspaper reporting,
magazines, and BBC radio. In contrasting her relationship with institutions in America in the 1950s
with her responses in England to church, the American arms industry, the National Health Service,
and the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament it becomes clear that the process of cultural
defamiliarization causes Plath to question the model of the individual artist divorced from society, a
model of the writer that had previously seemed so attractive.
  lady lazarus line by line analysis: Meaning-making Methods for Coping with Serious
Illness Fereshteh Ahmadi, Nader Ahmadi, 2018-06-04 This book provides an alternative,
complementary approach to the existing conventional approaches to religious and spiritually
oriented coping. By focusing on the role of culture, the authors take into account the methods
employed by a vast number of people who do not directly identify themselves as religious. The
empirical data used in this book derive from studies conducted in several countries; Sweden, China,
South Korea, Turkey and Malaysia, across which religion plays a different role in the social and
cultural life of individuals. This approach and these empirical data are unique and allow comparisons
to be made between different cultural settings. By introducing the concept of meaning-making
coping, the authors explore the influence of culture on choice of coping methods, be they purely
religious, spiritual or existential. The term existential meaning-making coping is used to describe
coping methods that are related to existential questions; these methods include religious, spiritual
and existential coping methods. Meaning-making Methods for Coping with Serious Illness
contributes to new approaches and theoretical models of coping. As such it is an invaluable resource
for health care, medical, public health and sociology students and researchers. It will also be of
interest to educators and policy-makers working in the area of health.
  lady lazarus line by line analysis: Signifying Pain Judith Harris, 2012-02-01 A deeply
personal yet universal work, Signifying Pain applies the principles of therapeutic writing to such
painful life experiences as mental illness, suicide, racism, domestic abuse, and even genocide.
Probing deep into the bedrock of literary imagination, Judith Harris traces the odyssey of a diverse
group of writers—John Keats, Derek Walcott, Jane Kenyon, Michael S. Harper, Robert Lowell, and
Ai, as well as student writers—who have used their writing to work through and past such personal
traumas. Drawing on her own experience as a poet and teacher, Harris shows how the process can
be long and arduous, but that when exercised within the spirit of one's own personal compassion,
the results can be limitless. Signifying Pain will be of interest not only to teachers of creative and



therapeutic writing, but also to those with a critical interest in autobiographical or confessional
writing more generally.
  lady lazarus line by line analysis: The On-line Database of Literature & Medicine , 1995
An annotated bibliography.
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