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Examples of Ethical Dilemmas in Psychology: Navigating Complex Moral
Challenges

Examples of ethical dilemmas in psychology often highlight the intricate
balance psychologists must maintain between professional responsibilities and
moral considerations. These dilemmas arise when conflicting principles or
values make it difficult to decide the best course of action, and
understanding them is crucial for anyone involved in psychological research,
therapy, or practice. By exploring real-world scenarios and common ethical
challenges, we can gain insight into how psychologists strive to uphold
standards while addressing the complexities of human behavior.

Understanding Ethical Dilemmas in Psychological
Practice

Before diving into specific examples, it’s important to grasp what
constitutes an ethical dilemma in psychology. Unlike straightforward ethical
decisions, dilemmas involve situations where there is no clear right or wrong
answer. Psychologists must weigh competing ethical principles—such as
confidentiality, autonomy, beneficence, and nonmaleficence—and sometimes
choose between two equally important but conflicting duties.

For instance, confidentiality is a cornerstone of psychological practice, but
what happens when protecting a client’s privacy might put others at risk?
Such scenarios require careful judgment and adherence to professional codes
of ethics, such as those outlined by the American Psychological Association
(APA) .

Common Examples of Ethical Dilemmas in
Psychology

Confidentiality vs. Duty to Warn

One of the most frequently encountered ethical dilemmas in psychology
revolves around the tension between maintaining client confidentiality and
the duty to warn or protect third parties. Suppose a client reveals
intentions to harm someone else. The psychologist faces a moral and legal
challenge: should they break confidentiality to warn the potential victim or



authorities, or respect the client’s privacy?

This dilemma forces psychologists to balance the ethical principles of
confidentiality and beneficence (promoting well-being) while preventing harm.
The landmark Tarasoff v. Regents of the University of California case
established the legal precedent for the duty to warn, but applying it in
practice often remains complex.

Informed Consent in Psychological Research

Ethical dilemmas frequently emerge in the realm of psychological research,
especially concerning informed consent. Researchers must ensure that
participants understand the nature of the study, potential risks, and their
right to withdraw without penalty. However, in some studies, full disclosure
might influence participants' behavior, potentially compromising the validity
of the research.

For example, deception is sometimes used in social psychology experiments to
prevent participants from acting differently when aware of the study’s aims.
Here, the ethical challenge is whether the benefits of the research outweigh
the potential harm or mistrust caused by withholding full information.

Dual Relationships and Boundaries

Another common ethical dilemma involves dual relationships, where
psychologists interact with clients in more than one context, such as being
both a therapist and a business partner or friend. These overlapping roles
can impair objectivity and increase the risk of exploitation or harm.

Managing boundaries is essential to maintain professionalism and protect
clients. However, in small communities or specialized settings, avoiding dual
relationships can be challenging, forcing psychologists to navigate these
dilemmas carefully.

Handling Cultural Sensitivity and Bias

Psychologists often grapple with dilemmas related to cultural competence and
sensitivity. Ethical practice requires respecting clients’ cultural
backgrounds, values, and beliefs, but conflicts may arise when these differ
sharply from the psychologist’s own worldview or professional guidelines.

For example, a psychologist might encounter a client whose cultural norms
discourage certain therapeutic approaches or who holds stigmatizing beliefs
about mental health. Balancing respect for cultural diversity with effective
treatment strategies presents an ongoing ethical challenge.



Ethical Dilemmas in Psychological Assessments
and Diagnoses

Psychological assessments can also bring up ethical questions, especially
regarding the accuracy, interpretation, and communication of results.

Balancing Honesty with Sensitivity

Delivering a diagnosis or assessment feedback requires honesty, but
psychologists must also consider the impact of their words on the client’s
well-being. For instance, delivering a diagnosis of a severe mental illness
might be necessary for treatment planning, but it could also cause distress
or stigma.

How much information to share, and how to phrase it sensitively, is a nuanced
ethical dilemma that involves empathy and professional judgment.

Use of Psychological Testing for Non-Therapeutic
Purposes

Another ethical issue arises when psychological evaluations are used for
purposes beyond therapy, such as employment screening or legal cases.
Psychologists must ensure that assessments are valid, used appropriately, and
that clients understand how the results might be applied.

Misuse of testing or interpreting results without proper context can lead to
unfair discrimination or harm, raising serious ethical concerns.

Ethical Challenges in Therapy and Intervention

Managing Client Autonomy vs. Beneficence

Respecting a client’s autonomy—their right to make decisions about their own
life—is a fundamental ethical principle. However, psychologists sometimes
face situations where clients make choices that could be harmful to
themselves or others.

For example, a client with severe depression may refuse treatment. The
psychologist must decide how vigorously to encourage intervention without
overriding the client’s autonomy. Striking this balance requires skillful
negotiation and ethical sensitivity.



Dealing with Therapist Impairment

Therapists themselves are not immune to ethical dilemmas. When a psychologist
struggles with personal issues—such as burnout, substance abuse, or mental
health challenges—it can impair their professional judgment and client care.

Deciding when to seek help, reduce caseloads, or take a leave of absence is
an ethical responsibility to protect clients and maintain effective practice.

Tips for Navigating Ethical Dilemmas in
Psychology

While ethical dilemmas can be challenging, psychologists can use several
strategies to handle them thoughtfully:

e Consult Ethical Guidelines: Referring to professional codes, like the
APA Ethics Code, provides a foundational framework for decision-making.

» Seek Supervision and Peer Consultation: Discussing difficult cases with
colleagues can offer new perspectives and reduce bias.

e Prioritize Client Welfare: Always consider the best interests of the
client while balancing other ethical principles.

* Document Decisions: Keeping detailed records of ethical considerations
and actions taken can protect both client and psychologist.

e Engage in Continuous Education: Staying informed about evolving ethical
standards helps psychologists prepare for new challenges.

The Role of Ethics Committees and Institutional
Review Boards

In research settings, institutional review boards (IRBs) and ethics
committees play a critical role in preventing ethical violations. They review
study proposals to ensure participant safety, informed consent, and risk
minimization.

Psychologists working in research must navigate these systems carefully,
balancing scientific inquiry with respect for human dignity and rights. These
bodies provide an additional safeguard against ethical dilemmas becoming
harmful realities.



Moving Forward with Ethical Awareness

Ethical dilemmas in psychology are rarely black-and-white. They require
ongoing reflection, cultural awareness, and a commitment to ethical
principles. By examining real examples—from confidentiality challenges to
cultural sensitivity issues—psychologists can better prepare to face these
situations with integrity.

Understanding and addressing these dilemmas not only protect clients and
research participants but also enhance the credibility and humanity of the
psychological profession. Whether you’re a student, practitioner, or
researcher, embracing ethical awareness is an essential part of the journey
in psychology.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an example of an ethical dilemma involving
confidentiality in psychology?

An example is when a psychologist learns that a client poses a serious threat
to themselves or others, creating a conflict between maintaining client
confidentiality and the duty to warn or protect potential victims.

How does informed consent create ethical dilemmas in
psychological research?

Informed consent can be challenging when participants do not fully understand
the study's risks or when revealing too much information might bias their
behavior, creating a dilemma between transparency and research integrity.

Can dual relationships in therapy lead to ethical
dilemmas? Provide an example.

Yes, dual relationships occur when a psychologist has another significant
relationship with a client outside therapy, such as a business partnership,
which can impair objectivity and harm the client.

What ethical dilemma arises from using deception in
psychology experiments?

Deception can be necessary for valid results but raises ethical concerns
about violating participants' right to be fully informed, requiring careful
consideration and debriefing after the study.



How do cultural differences contribute to ethical
dilemmas in psychology?

Cultural differences can create dilemmas when psychologists' interventions or
assessments conflict with clients' cultural values or norms, challenging the
balance between respecting diversity and applying evidence-based practices.

What is an ethical dilemma related to reporting
child abuse in psychological practice?

Psychologists must decide between maintaining client confidentiality and the
legal and moral obligation to report suspected child abuse, which can strain
the therapeutic relationship.

How do issues of competence present ethical dilemmas
in psychology?

Psychologists may face dilemmas when asked to provide services outside their
areas of expertise, risking harm to clients if they proceed without adequate
training or supervision.

Additional Resources

Examples of Ethical Dilemmas in Psychology: Navigating Complex Moral
Challenges

Examples of ethical dilemmas in psychology often arise due to the intricate
balance between advancing scientific knowledge, preserving client welfare,
and adhering to professional codes of conduct. Psychology, as a discipline
deeply intertwined with human behavior and mental health, presents unique
challenges that require practitioners and researchers to constantly negotiate
competing values. These dilemmas are not only theoretical but have tangible
impacts on patient outcomes, research integrity, and public trust in
psychological science. Exploring these ethical quandaries sheds light on the
nuanced responsibilities psychologists face and the frameworks they employ to
resolve moral conflicts.

Understanding Ethical Dilemmas in Psychology

Ethical dilemmas occur when psychologists encounter situations where two or
more ethical principles conflict, making it difficult to determine the most
appropriate course of action. The American Psychological Association's (APA)
Ethical Principles of Psychologists and Code of Conduct provides guidelines,
but real-world scenarios often test these boundaries. Examples of ethical
dilemmas in psychology typically fall within areas such as confidentiality,



informed consent, dual relationships, and the tension between beneficence and
autonomy.

Psychologists must also consider cultural, legal, and contextual factors that
influence ethical decision-making. For example, what is deemed ethical in one
cultural context might be inappropriate in another, complicating universal
applications of ethical codes. Therefore, ethical dilemmas in psychology are
rarely straightforward, requiring critical thinking and professional
judgment.

Confidentiality vs. Duty to Warn

One of the most frequently discussed ethical dilemmas involves the conflict
between maintaining client confidentiality and the duty to warn or protect
third parties from harm. Psychologists are bound to keep client information
confidential, fostering trust essential for effective therapy. However, when
a client poses a credible threat to themselves or others, psychologists must
decide whether to breach confidentiality to prevent harm.

This dilemma was famously highlighted in the landmark Tarasoff v. Regents of
the University of California case, which established the duty to warn
potential victims if a client expresses intent to cause harm. Psychologists
must weigh the risk of breaking confidentiality against the ethical
imperative to protect lives. The challenge lies in assessing the seriousness
of the threat, the likelihood of harm, and the appropriate measures to
mitigate it. This situation illustrates the tension between respecting client
privacy and fulfilling societal responsibilities.

Informed Consent and Deception in Psychological
Research

In research, psychologists face ethical dilemmas surrounding informed
consent, particularly when studies involve deception. Valid informed consent
requires that participants understand the nature, risks, and benefits of the
study. However, some research designs incorporate deception to avoid bias and
gather authentic data, such as in social psychology experiments studying
conformity or obedience.

The ethical question revolves around whether deception can be justified and
how to minimize harm. Researchers must ensure that deception does not cause
lasting distress and that participants receive a thorough debriefing
afterward. The risk is undermining trust in psychological research if
participants feel manipulated or exploited. Institutional Review Boards
(IRBs) play a crucial role in evaluating the ethical acceptability of studies
involving deception, balancing scientific value against potential ethical
costs.



Dual Relationships and Boundaries

Another prevalent ethical dilemma involves dual relationships, where
psychologists have multiple roles with a client beyond therapy-such as
friend, business associate, or family member. Dual relationships can
jeopardize objectivity, exploit client vulnerability, or lead to conflicts of
interest.

For instance, a psychologist treating a colleague or a friend risks
compromised confidentiality and professional boundaries. These situations
challenge the principle of nonmaleficence—avoiding harm—-and require careful
consideration of whether the relationship might impair professional judgment.

While dual relationships are sometimes unavoidable, especially in small
communities, psychologists must strive to maintain clear boundaries and seek
supervision to navigate these complex interactions ethically.

Additional Ethical Challenges in Clinical
Practice and Research

Handling Competence and Scope of Practice

Psychologists must only provide services within the boundaries of their
competence, based on education, training, and experience. However, ethical
dilemmas arise when a psychologist encounters a client with issues outside
their expertise but feels pressure to provide assistance due to limited
resources or client need.

Providing services beyond one's competence risks ineffective or harmful
interventions. Conversely, referring clients to other professionals might
delay care or be impractical. This dilemma highlights the tension between
professional responsibility and client welfare, emphasizing ongoing education
and consultation as critical safeguards.

Balancing Autonomy and Beneficence

Respecting client autonomy—the right to make their own decisions—is a
cornerstone of ethical psychology. Yet, psychologists also have a duty of
beneficence, promoting the well-being of clients. Conflicts occur when
clients make choices that may be harmful to themselves, such as refusing
treatment or engaging in risky behaviors.

Deciding when to intervene or respect autonomy requires nuanced judgment. For
example, in cases of severe mental illness, psychologists may face the



dilemma of whether to override autonomy to prevent harm. These situations
demand careful assessment, ethical reasoning, and often collaboration with
other healthcare providers.

Data Privacy and Digital Ethics

With the rise of telepsychology and digital record-keeping, new ethical
dilemmas have emerged regarding data privacy and security. Psychologists must
ensure confidential client information is protected against breaches and
unauthorized access.

Moreover, ethical questions arise regarding the use of social media, online
communication with clients, and the boundaries of digital interactions.
Maintaining ethical standards in virtual settings requires updated protocols
and awareness of evolving technological risks.

Ethical Dilemmas in Psychology Education and
Supervision

Psychology educators and supervisors also face ethical challenges, such as
balancing constructive feedback with respect for student autonomy, managing
dual relationships, and addressing potential misconduct. They must foster an
ethical climate while supporting professional development.

For example, dilemmas might include deciding how to handle confidential
information disclosed in supervision or managing power dynamics that could
affect the trainee's learning and well-being. These situations require
transparency, fairness, and adherence to ethical guidelines.

Examples of Ethical Dilemmas in Psychology: Summary

e Confidentiality vs. Duty to Warn: Deciding whether to break client
confidentiality to prevent harm.

e Informed Consent and Deception: Balancing scientific integrity with
participant rights in research involving deception.

* Dual Relationships: Navigating conflicts arising from overlapping
personal and professional roles.

e Competence and Scope of Practice: Providing services only within one's
expertise despite client needs.



e Autonomy vs. Beneficence: Respecting client choices while promoting
their welfare.

e Data Privacy in Digital Psychology: Ensuring confidentiality and
security in telepsychology and digital records.

e Ethics in Education and Supervision: Managing power dynamics and
confidentiality in training settings.

These examples illustrate the complex ethical landscape psychologists
navigate daily. They highlight the importance of ethical training, continuous
reflection, and adherence to professional standards to uphold integrity and
protect those served by psychological practice and research.

As psychology continues to evolve with societal changes and technological
advancements, ethical dilemmas will likely become more intricate. Maintaining
a commitment to ethical principles while adapting to new challenges remains
essential for the credibility and effectiveness of the field.

Examples Of Ethical Dilemmas In Psychology
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Rappaport, Edward Seidman, 2000-05-31 This comprehensive handbook, the first in its field, brings
together 106 different contributors. The 38 interrelated but at the same time independent chapters
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Fully up to date, this book considers recent challenges for researchers and teachers, including
privacy and consent dilemmas in the use of social media for psychological research, the rise of the
open science movement and an awareness of research misconduct and fraud, and the narrow focus
of psychological research that positions itself as objective and scientific while sitting in a European,
and therefore predominantly White, context. Offering a comprehensive examination of ethical issues
in psychology across a wide range of fields, the book encourages readers to consider the
ethics-related questions they should be asking when undertaking their own research. The book is
essential reading for undergraduate and pre-undergraduate students of psychology and related
subjects.

examples of ethical dilemmas in psychology: Ethical Issues in Counselling and
Psychotherapy Practice Poornima Bhola, Ahalya Raguram, 2016-10-20 This edited volume
comprehensively examines the critical ethical challenges that arise in the practice of counselling and
psychotherapy. It translates philosophical positions and professional ethical guidelines in a way that
can be applied to practice. The various chapters focus on specific ethical issues that emerge in
working with a range of different client groups; for example, children, couples and families. While
some ethical imperatives are common across the board, others could be more closely associated with
certain client groups. Practitioners might experience uncertainty in working with vulnerable client
groups; for example, lesbian/gay/transgender/intersex (LGBT) clients, or persons who report
intimate partner violence. Several chapters raise questions, provide information and additional
resources to enhance ethically informed practice. Chapter contributions also highlight the ethical
dilemmas that might be unique to certain contexts; for example, private practice, schools and
consultation-liaison settings. This volume also addresses contemporary and relatively less
understood playing fields like ‘digital ethics’ related to therapist-client interface in the internet
space and the navigation of ethical dilemmas in the newly emerging field of employee assistance
programmes which address mental health needs in the corporate sector. Written by experienced
practitioners of psychotherapy, and culturally contextualized, this is a valuable resource for
academics and practitioners interested in psychotherapy and counselling.

examples of ethical dilemmas in psychology: Psychology AS Mike Cardwell, Cara Flanagan,
2005 Offers guidance and support for studying Psychology at AS level.

examples of ethical dilemmas in psychology: Advanced Subsidiary Psychology Christine
Brain, 2000 The first book of two, Advanced Subsidiary Psychology seeks to develop an
understanding of the principles of Psychology and to illustrate these by reference examples relevant
to students' own interests and experience. Fully in line with the AS Edexcel specifications, Book 1
covers the first three units of the award and provides a thorough preparation for the AS
examination.

examples of ethical dilemmas in psychology: Applied Social Psychology Frank W.
Schneider, Jamie A. Gruman, Larry M. Coutts, 2011-10-26 This is an introduction to the field of
applied social psychology which looks at the nature of social psychological theory and how it is used
to enhance our understanding of social and practical issues. The book begins with separate chapters
that define the field, examine social psychological theory, review research methods, and consider
the design and evaluation of interventions. Subsequent content chapters focus on the application of
social psychological theory and knowledge to such areas as counseling, sports, media, health,
education, organizations, criminal justice, community, environment, and diversity. Key Features: *
offers a greater level of expertise with contributing authors to each chapter while ensuring unity of
perspective and approach in their writing style * balances theory and research methods and the role
they play in applied social psychology * provides broad coverage to give students a more thorough
appreciation of the scope of this field and the variety of social problems it addresses * includes a
Culture Context discussion in most chapters to highlight cross-cultural concerns and perspectives *
provides Focus on Research and Focus on Intervention boxes that provides students with a more in
depth appreciation of the processes of designing, executing, and evaluating research studies and
interventions. New to this Edition: * new separate chapters on personal relationships (chapter 15)



and applying social psychology to the classroom (chapter 16) * new cutting-edge research and topics
that explore social psychology in everyday life such as research on the effects of embedded sexual
content in the media, team goal-setting and social cohesion in teams, and new strategies for
inducing pro-environment behavior The Second Edition of Applied Social Psychology is reader
friendly and emphasizes the connection between academic material and the student’s real-world
experiences. It is designed for undergraduate students in the social and behavioral sciences studying
applied social psychology.

examples of ethical dilemmas in psychology: Ethical Issues and Guidelines in Psychology
Philip Banyard, Cara Flanagan, 2006-04-07 The book explains key ethical issues and reviews various
ethical principles and guidelines developed by professional bodies. Problems relating to different
kinds of research are discussed, as well as the special case of socially sensitive research.

examples of ethical dilemmas in psychology: 50 Essential Ideas in Psychology Andrew D.
Chapman, 2024-01-27 Delve into the human mind like never before with 50 Essential Ideas in
Psychology, a comprehensive guide that unlocks the mysteries and marvels of the human psyche.
This enlightening book is your key to understanding the most influential theories and concepts that
have shaped modern psychology. From the groundbreaking work of Freud's psychoanalytic theories
to the revolutionary insights of the Cognitive Revolution, each chapter in this book is a journey
through the ideas that have defined our understanding of the human experience. Discover the
complex interplay of biology and environment with the Epigenetic Theory, unravel the intricate
mechanisms of memory with the Multi-Store Model, and explore the depths of human consciousness
with the Dual-Process Theory. 50 Essential Ideas in Psychology not only illuminates the past and
present of psychological thought but also paves the way for understanding future explorations into
the mind's uncharted territories. Each entry is a blend of historical context, key features, and
real-world applications, making complex psychological concepts accessible to all. Prepare to be
captivated as you embark on an intellectual adventure that spans the fascinating landscape of
human thought, emotion, and behavior. This book is more than a collection of theories - it's a
celebration of the human mind's endless quest to understand itself.

examples of ethical dilemmas in psychology: Ethics for European Psychologists Geoff
Lindsay, Haldor @vreeide, Casper Koene, 2024-08-12 The understanding of and adherence to
professional ethics is fundamental in navigating the moral encounters and dilemmas that all
psychologists face in their daily work, whether in research or professional practice. Core values and
principles remain stable. However, as more complex and conflicting societal contexts come into play,
the individual psychologist and the professional community need support in upholding a solid moral
integrity. The volume is a welcome resource for any psychologist or student wanting to foresee,
prevent, and professionally manage, in an ethically responsible way, the moral challenges that arise.
The framework for this timely, second edition remains the Meta-code of Ethics of the European
Federation of Psychologists' Associations (EFPA), which is an important asset in addressing the
challenges faced by the profession now and in the coming years. The discussions of the principles on
the meta-code are further developed and the authors have extended the number and types of
practical examples to vividly illustrate ethical challenges and dilemmas faced. Read, discuss, and
evaluate your practice.

examples of ethical dilemmas in psychology: The Encyclopedia of Clinical Psychology, 5
Volume Set Robin L. Cautin, Scott O. Lilienfeld, 2015-01-20 Recommended. Undergraduates
through faculty/researchers; professionals/practitioners;general readers. —Choice Includes well over
500 A-Z entries of between 500 and 7,500 words in length covering the main topics, key concepts,
and influential figures in the field of clinical psychology Serves as a comprehensive reference with
emphasis on philosophical and historical issues, cultural considerations, and conflicts Offers a
historiographical overview of the ways in which research influences practice Cites the best and most
up-to-date scientific evidence for each topic, encouraging readers to think critically 5 Volumes
www.encyclopediaclinicalpsychology.com
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Sanders, 1997-06-09 A client raises spiritual questions. Can a Christian therapist working in a
government agency talk with a client about faith? A young couple with two children asks a Christian
counselor to help them negotiate an end to their marriage. What responsibility does the counselor
have to try to repair the relationship? A youth group member confidentially reveals to the pastor that
he is taking drugs. Should the pastor tell the boy's parents? A counselor who teaches a college
course has a client show up for class. What should she do? These are just a few of the complex
dilemmas that therapists, counselors and pastors face nearly every day. Handling these situations
appropriately is critical for both the client's progress and the professional's personal credibility and
protection from liability. State and federal codes, professional association statements and
denominational guidelines have been drawn up to address ethical issues like competence,
confidentiality, multiple relationships, public statements, third parties and documentation. In this
book you'll find them all compiled and interpreted in light of Christian faith and practice. Written by
qualified professional counselors and respected academic instructors, this book is an indispensable
resource for understanding and applying ethics in Christian counseling today.

examples of ethical dilemmas in psychology: Foundations of Psychological Testing
Sandra A. Mclntire, Leslie A. Miller, 2007 "I used McIntire and Miller’s book on testing in my
research course two years ago. Students loved this book for its clarity and personality. It is hard to
imagine how the authors could have improved on the First Edition. Nevertheless, this new edition of
the Foundations of Psychological Testing is better than any of its competitors. The authors should be
congratulated for making a topic that has been formidable to students in the past much more
accessible to today’s students’ - Douglas Herrmann, Emeritus Professor, Indiana State University,
Director of Research, Practical Memory Institute The Second Edition of Foundations of Psychological
Testingis a scholarly, yet pragmatic and easy to understand text for undergraduate students new to
the field of psychological testing. Using an engaging, conversational format, the authors aim to
prepare students to be informed consumers as test users or test takers not to teach students to
administer or interpret individual psychological tests. New to the Second Edition: Incorporates new
content: This edition includes a new chapter on computerized testing and is updated throughout to
reflect new research, tests, and examples. Offers new learning strategies: To further promote
student comprehension, new and enhanced learning aids include a "blueprint’ of text material, "In
the News” and "On the Web" boxes, "Test Spotlights™, and an “Engaging in the Learning Process’
section at the end of each chapter with learning activities, study tips, and practice test questions.
Encourages instruction through conversation: In response to students’ requests to simplify complex
concepts, the authors use an easy-to-read, conversational style. This format clearly and concisely
communicates the basics of psychological testing and relates these basics to practical situations that
students can recognize and embrace. Instructor Resources on CD are available to qualified adopters
including chapter outlines, discussion questions, teaching tips, review questions, and more!

examples of ethical dilemmas in psychology: The Oxford Handbook of International
Psychological Ethics Mark M. Leach, Michael J. Stevens, Geoff Lindsay, Andrea Ferrero, Yesim
Korkut, 2012-07-25 The need for quality standards and rules of conduct concerning all aspects of the
activities of psychology has long been acknowledged. In particular, over the last few years there has
been a growing awareness of the need for and the advantage of internationally recognized ethical
standards, particularly concerning research and practice and the well-being of individuals and
societies. With this need in mind, this volume provides the most comprehensive assembly of facts
and visions across the entire field of psychological ethics that one could imagine. The Oxford
Handbook of International Psychological Ethics is the state-of-the-art source for information on
psychological ethics worldwide, and offers an inclusive international review of contemporary and
emerging ethical issues within the profession and science of psychology. There is no comparable
book on the market, notwithstanding the importance and timeliness of the topics to be covered.
These include: - a concise history of ethical standards of psychology - cutting-edge developments and
challenges in international psychological ethics, such as the search for universal ethical standards,
ethical issues when working cross-nationally with immigrants and refugees, and ethical responses to



security risks - ethical developments and issues within specific geographical regions - research
utilizing the new media With its broad scope and perspective informed by a synthesis of
international scholarship and practice, this handbook will inform readers from around the world of
existing and emerging issues and trends that confront psychological ethics.

examples of ethical dilemmas in psychology: Ethical Problems in Psychological
Research Heinz Schuler, 2013-09-17 Ethical Problems in Psychological Research focuses on the
relationship between experimenter and subject within investigations in the biomedical and social
sciences. The book discusses on the potential conflict between methodological and ethical norms;
ethical problems of psychological experiments; and the ethical and methodological problems of
alternatives to laboratory experiments. The text also describes the codification of ethical principles
for psychological research.

examples of ethical dilemmas in psychology: The Cambridge Handbook of Applied
Psychological Ethics Mark M. Leach, Elizabeth Reynolds Welfel, 2018-03-15 The Cambridge
Handbook of Applied Psychological Ethics is a valuable resource for psychologists and graduate
students hoping to further develop their ethical decision making beyond more introductory ethics
texts. The book offers real-world ethical vignettes and considerations. Chapters cover a wide range
of practice settings, populations, and topics, and are written by scholars in these settings. Chapters
focus on the application of ethics to the ethical dilemmas in which mental health and other
psychology professionals sometimes find themselves. Each chapter introduces a setting and gives
readers a brief understanding of some of the potential ethical issues at hand, before delving deeper
into the multiple ethical issues that must be addressed and the ethical principles and standards
involved. No other book on the market captures the breadth of ethical issues found in daily practice
and focuses entirely on applied ethics in psychology.

examples of ethical dilemmas in psychology: Police Psychology and Its Growing Impact on
Modern Law Enforcement Mitchell, Cary L., Dorian, Edrick H., 2016-09-12 Police psychology has
become an integral part of present-day police agencies, providing support in the areas of personnel
assessment, individual and organizational intervention, consultation, and operational assistance.
Research-based resources contribute to those efforts by shedding light on best practices, identifying
recent research and developments, and calling attention to important challenges and growth areas
that remain. Police Psychology and Its Growing Impact on Modern Law Enforcement emphasizes key
elements of police psychology as it relates to current issues and challenges in law enforcement and
police agencies. Focusing on topics relevant to assessment and evaluation of applicants and
incumbent officers, clinical intervention and prevention, employee wellness and support, operational
consultation, and emerging trends and developments, this edited publication is an essential
reference source for practicing police psychologists, researchers, graduate-level students, and law
enforcement executives.

examples of ethical dilemmas in psychology: School Psychology Ethics in the Workplace
Daniel F. McCleary, Jillian Dawes, 2022-10-31 School Psychology Ethics in the Workplace introduces
a pragmatic and user-friendly model that helps readers become proficient ethical decision-makers
using the 2020 National Association of School Psychologists’ (NASP) ethical code and to critically
engage the ethical standards and work through ethical dilemmas that often occur in school and
clinical settings. This book provides an overview of NASP's latest Principles for Professional Ethics.
It introduces readers to various ethical codes related to psychology, the importance of having ethical
codes, the limitations of ethical codes, and an ethical decision-making model that accounts for
multicultural and social justice issues. Over 100 ethical case studies are presented in the text that
specifically relate to NASP’s Principles for Professional Ethics. Readers are provided step-by-step
directions on how to use the ethical decision-making model when problem solving each case
scenario. School psychology graduate students and their instructors will find this guide invaluable
for learning NASP’s new ethical code and for being prepared for situations school psychologists are
likely to experience in practice.

examples of ethical dilemmas in psychology: Ethical Issues in Clinical Neuropsychology



Shane Bush, Michael Drexler, 2002-01-01 Until now there has been no single volume in which a
broad and comprehensive scope of ethical questions in neuropsychology is discussed. These editors
have sought to fill that gap, calling upon leading thinkers in the field of neuropsychology and ethics.
Ethical Issues in Clinical Neuropsychology affords the seasoned practitioner as well as the beginner
a broad sampling of research and commentary on the ethical dilemmas involved in the clinical
practice of Neuropsychology. Part 1 presents ethical issues that arise in the provision of
neuropsychological services irrespective of setting, whereas Part 2 concentrates on the unique
ethical challenges that attend practice with specific populations. Each chapter offers a rare view into
the actual practice of Neuropsychology and the examples highlight an oft-quoted observation at
Ethics Committee meetings that good clinical practice is good ethical practice. Carefully crafted
vignettes allow the reader to apply these concepts to a myriad of situations confronting practicing
clinical neuropsychologists. The discerning reader of Ethical Issues in Clinical Neuropsychology
should have no difficulty translating between the 1992 and the proposed ethics code. This is a
volume that will be a meaningful addition not only to the libraries of graduate students, interns, and
postdoctoral fellows but also to the reference shelves of established practitioners and those
preparing for board certification examinations in neuropsychology. This book will be of interest to
neuropsychologists, rehabilitation psychologists, clinical psychologists and ethicists.

examples of ethical dilemmas in psychology: Operational Psychology and National Security
Mark A. Staal, 2025-09-26 This book offers a comprehensive guide to ethical decision-making for
practitioners of operational psychology working in national security and defense. The terrorist
attacks of 9/11 led to the mass recruitment, training, and employment of psychologists to support
national security, national defense, and public safety initiatives. The result was a confluence of
advances in the field, alongside highly controversial missteps and calls for greater guidance. This
book aims to improve practitioners’ ability to recognize ethical dilemmas before they arise, assess
the risks they present, and respond to them in a manner characterized by thoughtful engagement
and virtuous behavior. The work adopts an integrated approach, providing a holistic treatment of
ethics and ethical decision-making. It begins with the establishment of a broad theoretical
foundation of moral reasoning and ends with presentations of relevant rule-based codes, illustrative
case studies, real-world contemporary issues, and practical solutions to common ethical problems.
The book is unique in its comprehensive ethics case analysis of operational psychology, and ethical
dilemmas are presented both by issue and by practitioner core competencies. As such, it enables
readers to easily cross-reference ethical dilemmas by the nature of the dilemma and by its context
(where it is most likely to occur). This book will be essential reading for psychologists working in
national security, national defense, and public safety sectors and of much interest to students of
ethics and ethical decision-making.
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