the message version of the bible

The Message Version of the Bible: A Fresh Approach to Scripture

the message version of the bible offers a unique and refreshing way to engage with the timeless
stories and teachings found in the Scriptures. Unlike traditional translations that often stick closely to
the original languages, The Message takes a more contemporary and conversational approach. This
makes it especially appealing to those who might find classic versions dense or difficult to relate to. In
this article, we’ll explore what makes The Message stand out, its background, how it differs from other

Bible versions, and why it might be a valuable addition to your spiritual journey.

What Is The Message Version of the Bible?

The Message Bible is a modern paraphrase of the Bible, crafted to bring the ancient texts to life in
today’s language. It was created by Eugene H. Peterson, an American pastor and scholar, who sought
to capture the original tone and spirit of the Scriptures rather than producing a word-for-word
translation. His goal was to make the Bible accessible and understandable to contemporary readers,

using everyday speech and vivid imagery.
Instead of focusing on formal equivalence (literal translation), The Message leans into dynamic

equivalence, prioritizing meaning and readability. This approach transforms familiar verses into fresh

expressions that resonate emotionally and intellectually with modern audiences.

The Origins and Purpose Behind The Message

Eugene Peterson began working on The Message in the late 1990s, spending over a decade carefully

paraphrasing the texts. He wanted to create something that people could read comfortably, almost like



a story or a conversation. Rather than being bogged down by archaic or complex wording, readers

could feel the energy and immediacy of Scripture.

Peterson emphasized that The Message was not meant to replace traditional translations but to
complement them. It is a tool to deepen understanding, especially for those new to the Bible or those

who struggle with formal religious language.

How The Message Differs from Other Bible Versions

One of the key distinctions of The Message Bible is its style and tone. While most Bible translations
aim for accuracy and fidelity to the original Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek texts, The Message prioritizes
readability and engagement. This makes it very approachable but sometimes controversial among

scholars who prefer more literal translations.

Comparison with Popular Translations

- **King James Version (KJV):** Known for its poetic and majestic language, the KJV can be
challenging for modern readers due to its Elizabethan English. The Message, by contrast, uses
contemporary language that feels conversational and lively.

- **New International Version (NIV):** The NIV strikes a balance between readability and accuracy.
The Message takes this further by paraphrasing phrases and sentences to sound like natural speech.
- **New Living Translation (NLT):** Like The Message, the NLT aims for clarity and accessibility but
retains more of the traditional structure and wording. The Message is more freeform and creative in its

expression.

Examples of Unique Language in The Message



To see the difference, consider Psalm 23:
- KJV: “The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not want.”
- NIV: “The Lord is my shepherd, | lack nothing.”

- The Message: “God, my shepherd! | don’t need a thing.”

This version brings a warmth and immediacy that can make this familiar passage feel fresh and

personal.

Why Choose The Message Version of the Bible?

The Message is especially useful for certain groups of readers and purposes. Here are some reasons

why people turn to this version:

Engaging New Readers

For those unfamiliar with the Bible, The Message can serve as an excellent introduction. Its
conversational tone removes barriers that often intimidate newcomers, making spiritual concepts easier

to grasp.

Enhancing Devotional Time

If your devotional time feels dry or repetitive, reading from The Message can offer new insights. The
paraphrased text can highlight nuances and emotional tones that might be missed in more formal

translations.



Complementing Study Bibles

Many readers use The Message alongside traditional translations. While they study the exact wording
and original context in one version, they can turn to The Message to see how those words might come

alive in contemporary language. This dual approach enriches understanding.

Considerations When Using The Message Bible

While The Message has many strengths, it’s important to be aware of its limitations. Because it is a
paraphrase, some nuances and theological details may be simplified or interpreted differently than in

literal translations.

Not Ideal for In-Depth Theological Study

If you’re doing an academic study or preparing sermons, relying solely on The Message is not
advisable. It’s best used as a supplementary resource rather than the primary text when exact wording

is crucial.

Understanding the Paraphrase Approach

Remember that Eugene Peterson took creative liberties to express the meaning in everyday language.
This means some verses may read more like poetry or storytelling rather than direct translation. This

approach helps with engagement but can sometimes stray from traditional phrasing.



How to Get the Most Out of The Message Version

If you decide to explore The Message Bible, here are some tips to maximize its benefits:

¢ Read it aloud: The conversational style shines when spoken. Reading verses aloud can help you

feel the rhythm and emotion behind the words.

e Use it alongside other translations: Compare passages with more literal versions to deepen your

understanding and catch subtle differences.

» Reflect on the imagery: The Message often uses vivid metaphors and modern analogies that can

inspire new perspectives on familiar stories.

e Incorporate it into group studies: Sharing The Message with others can spark fresh discussions

and insights, especially in informal settings.

The Impact of The Message on Modern Christian Reading

Since its release, The Message has made a significant impact on how many people experience the
Bible. It has opened doors for those who might have felt alienated by traditional religious language.
Churches, study groups, and individuals have embraced it for its ability to communicate biblical truths

in a way that feels relevant and alive.

Eugene Peterson's work has been praised for bridging the gap between ancient texts and modern life,
helping the Bible speak clearly in a noisy and fast-paced world. Many readers report renewed

enthusiasm for Scripture after encountering The Message.



Exploring The Message version of the Bible can be a rewarding journey, especially if you’re seeking a
fresh perspective on familiar texts. With its approachable language and poetic style, it invites readers
to connect emotionally and spiritually in a way that traditional translations sometimes overlook.
Whether you’re a long-time believer or new to the faith, The Message offers a vibrant and relatable

way to experience the wisdom and stories of the Bible.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Message version of the Bible?

The Message is a contemporary paraphrase of the Bible, created by Eugene H. Peterson to make the

original texts more accessible and understandable in modern English.

Who translated the Message version of the Bible?

The Message version was translated and paraphrased by Eugene H. Peterson, a pastor and scholar,

over a period of nearly 30 years.

How does the Message Bible differ from other translations?

Unlike literal translations, the Message Bible uses modern language and idiomatic expressions to
convey the meaning and tone of the original texts, prioritizing readability and clarity over word-for-word

accuracy.

Is the Message Bible considered accurate?

The Message Bible is not a word-for-word translation but a paraphrase, so while it captures the
essence and themes of the Bible, it is recommended to use it alongside more literal translations for in-

depth study.



What are some advantages of reading the Message Bible?

The Message Bible offers a fresh, relatable perspective on scripture, making it easier for readers to

grasp complex ideas and connect with the Bible's messages in everyday language.

Which parts of the Bible are available in the Message version?

The entire New Testament and Psalms are available in the Message version, and the complete Bible

has also been published, including both Old and New Testaments.

Can the Message Bible be used for academic or theological study?

While the Message Bible is excellent for devotional reading and gaining new insights, it is generally not

recommended as the sole source for academic or theological study due to its paraphrased nature.

Where can | find or purchase the Message version of the Bible?

The Message Bible is available in bookstores, online retailers like Amazon, and Bible apps such as

YouVersion, both in print and digital formats.

Is the Message Bible suitable for group Bible studies?

Yes, the Message Bible can be very useful in group Bible studies to help participants understand
scripture more easily, though it is beneficial to reference more literal translations for detailed

discussion.

Additional Resources

The Message Version of the Bible: An In-Depth Exploration of Its Unique Approach and Impact

the message version of the bible represents a distinctive translation that diverges significantly from
traditional biblical versions. Created by Eugene H. Peterson and first published in segments from 1993

to 2002, this version aims to render the ancient texts into contemporary, accessible language. Unlike



literal translations such as the New International Version (NIV) or the King James Version (KJV), the
Message Bible adopts a paraphrased style that prioritizes readability and conversational tone, seeking

to bridge the cultural and linguistic gap between modern readers and the original scriptures.

This article examines the Message Version of the Bible through a comprehensive, analytical lens,
evaluating its translation philosophy, linguistic characteristics, theological implications, reception, and

role within the broader landscape of biblical literature.

Understanding the Philosophy Behind the Message Version of

the Bible

At the heart of the Message Bible lies Eugene Peterson’s vision to communicate the Bible’s timeless
truths in a fresh, relatable way. Rather than adhering strictly to word-for-word translation, Peterson
employed a paraphrasing technique that captures the essence and emotional impact of the Scriptures.
This approach is rooted in the belief that ancient idioms, cultural references, and archaic language can

create barriers to comprehension for modern readers.

Peterson’s goal was to create a Bible that reads like a natural conversation, making complex
theological ideas understandable without sacrificing depth. According to Peterson, the Message
Version is “not a translation but a paraphrase,” crafted to “speak the language of the people.” This
method contrasts sharply with formal equivalence translations, which focus on literal accuracy, often at

the expense of fluidity or immediate clarity.

Translation Style and Linguistic Features

The Message Bible employs idiomatic and contemporary English, sometimes incorporating
colloquialisms and modern expressions. For example, where traditional versions might say “Blessed

are the meek,” the Message renders it as “You’re blessed when you’re content with just who you



are—no more, no less.” This shift exemplifies its intent to move beyond traditional biblical diction and

engage readers on a personal and practical level.
This stylistic choice brings several advantages:
¢ Accessibility: The conversational tone helps readers unfamiliar with biblical language grasp
meanings more quickly.

e Engagement: The informal style often resonates with younger audiences or those new to

Christianity.

¢ Emotional Connection: The paraphrase invites readers to experience Scripture as a living

dialogue.

However, this style is not without criticism. Some scholars and theologians argue that the Message’s
interpretive liberties can obscure original theological nuances or introduce unintended meanings.
Because it is a paraphrase rather than a direct translation, it sometimes reflects Peterson’s personal

interpretations or theological biases, which may differ from traditional views.

The Message Version in Context: Comparison with Other Bible

Translations

To appreciate the Message Bible’s place in the spectrum of biblical translations, it is useful to contrast

it with other popular versions:

e King James Version (KJV): A formal, literary translation completed in 1611, known for its majestic



language and poetic cadence.

¢ New International Version (NIV): A widely accepted balance between word-for-word and thought-

for-thought translation, aiming for accuracy and readability.

e New Living Translation (NLT): A thought-for-thought translation that strives for clarity and natural

English but maintains more literal grounding than the Message.

* The Message (MSG): A paraphrase focusing on capturing the tone and spirit of the original texts

in everyday speech.

In this comparison, the Message Bible stands out for its emphasis on contemporary language and
cultural relevance, often making it more approachable than the more formal or literal versions.
However, for in-depth theological study or precise doctrinal reference, scholars frequently recommend

pairing the Message with more literal translations to balance readability with textual fidelity.

Target Audience and Usage

The Message Bible has found a particular niche among readers seeking fresh perspective and

devotional inspiration rather than academic study. Its popularity is notable among:

¢ New Christians: Individuals unfamiliar with biblical terminology who benefit from simplified

language.

e Younger Generations: Millennials and Gen Z readers who often prefer conversational, relatable

texts.

* Devotional Readers: Those looking for daily encouragement and practical application of



Scripture.

e Church Groups: Some contemporary worship services and small groups incorporate the Message

for its accessible style.

Conversely, pastors, theologians, and seminary students often treat the Message as a supplementary

resource rather than a primary text for doctrinal teaching or exegesis.

Critiques and Controversies Surrounding the Message Version

Though widely appreciated for its readability, the Message Version has sparked debate within Christian

communities. Critics point to several concerns:

¢ Loss of Nuance: The paraphrased nature can sometimes oversimplify complex theological

concepts.

» Subjectivity: Eugene Peterson’s interpretive choices occasionally reflect his theological

perspectives, which might not align with all traditions.

¢ Inconsistency: The balance between capturing original meaning and creating fresh language can

lead to uneven translation quality across different passages.

For example, some doctrinally sensitive passages—such as those dealing with sin, salvation, or the
nature of God—may be softened or reworded in ways that cause concern for certain denominations.

This has led some churches to caution against using the Message as the sole biblical reference.



Strengths That Sustain Its Popularity

Despite reservations, the Message Version continues to enjoy robust readership. Its strengths include:

1. Inviting Tone: By stripping away archaic language, it invites readers to explore Scripture without

intimidation.

2. Freshness: Longtime Bible readers often find renewed appreciation for familiar passages when

experienced through the Message’s lens.

3. Practical Application: The paraphrase excels at highlighting the personal and relational aspects

of biblical teachings.

These attributes have made the Message a valuable tool for devotional reading and for bridging the

gap between ancient texts and modern life.

The Message Version’s Role in Contemporary Christian

Literature

In the landscape of modern Bible translations, the Message Version occupies a unique space. Its
influence extends beyond personal reading into areas such as sermon illustration, Christian education,
and literary inspiration. Eugene Peterson’s work is often cited as contributing to a broader movement

that values readability and cultural relevance in faith literature.

Moreover, the Message has inspired numerous derivative works including study guides, devotional

commentaries, and children’s adaptations. This proliferation underscores its impact on making



Scripture approachable to diverse audiences.

Yet, as the digital age expands access to multiple Bible versions, the Message’s role is evolving.
Increasingly, readers are encouraged to engage with multiple translations to gain a richer, more
nuanced understanding of biblical texts. In this context, the Message serves as an entry point—a

conversational invitation that can lead to deeper exploration.

The Message Version of the Bible remains a significant and thought-provoking contribution to biblical
translation. By prioritizing communication and connection over strict literalism, it challenges traditional
norms and opens new avenues for spiritual engagement. Its ongoing relevance will likely depend on

balancing its strengths in accessibility with the demands for theological clarity that shape Christian

study today.
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the message version of the bible: The Message of Jesus Rev. Adam Hamilton, 2024-12-03 A
fresh encounter with the words of Jesus. More than 3 billion people claim to follow Jesus. But aside
from a few verses, how many actually know what he taught? In fact, much of what people think Jesus
taught, he never said. In this six-week study, pastor and best-selling author Adam Hamilton explores
six of the most important themes in Jesus's teachings, why they matter, and how they speak to us
today. The book will explore Jesus’s preaching on the Kingdom of God, the Sermon on the Mount,
the parables, the “I am” sayings in John, and more. Jesus's message is not only life-changing, but
world-changing. Join Adam Hamilton in studying The Message of Jesus: Words That Changed the
World. Other components for the study include a leader guide, teaching videos, and sermons and
worship.

the message version of the bible: Be the Message Kerry Shook, Chris Shook, 2014-09-09
Maybe you're troubled by the disconnect between the words you speak and the life you live. Maybe
you’d like to see your faith become more active and life-changing in the world around you. Pastor
Kerry and Chris Shook felt that way. Even though their calling involved preaching and teaching, they
became weary of sermons and words. They felt a gap between what they were saying and the needs
of people around them. They decided to do something about it. Be the Message is their story of
waking up to the gospel—not just a gospel of words and sermons, but the gospel of intention and
action and people. They discovered a profound secret: You Are the Gospel As they explored the
deeper truths of scripture, the verse “the word of God lives in you” came alive. Digging deeper, they


https://espanol.centerforautism.com/archive-th-118/pdf?ID=Mdi18-4168&title=the-message-version-of-the-bible.pdf
https://espanol.centerforautism.com/archive-th-111/pdf?ID=YSP16-8357&title=the-practitioners-guide-to-investment-banking-mergers-acquisitions-corporate-finance.pdf
https://espanol.centerforautism.com/archive-th-111/pdf?ID=YSP16-8357&title=the-practitioners-guide-to-investment-banking-mergers-acquisitions-corporate-finance.pdf

discovered that the gospel message is really about life message—your life lived out. God’s call to you
is simple: Be the Message Be the Message opens up a new world of understanding about what God
calls you to. As the Shooks learned, the gospel is not about what you say. It’s about who you are and
what you do—and how you can be God’s hands and feet in the world. What would happen if we
talked about God less and walked with God more? Be the Message reminds us that Christianity was
meant to be a faith of action, not a faith of words. Yet often we sacrifice doing something for the
sake of talking about it. When we actually act out on our faith, we find our faith grows even more.
You can do more than nothing. People’s lives are changed when you allow your life to be the gospel
to the world. Living out the gospel in the world today is both simple and costly. The Shooks explore
that paradox through biblical stories and their own experience of making a decision to live out the
gospel in practical ways. Choosing to be the gospel changed their family, church and personal
relationships with God. How can it change your life?

the message version of the bible: The Message Bible Eugene H. Peterson, 2005-09-27 The
unique verse-numbering system of The Message makes this version an ideal Bible study companion.

the message version of the bible: The Oxford Companion to the Bible Bruce M. Metzger,
Michael David Coogan, 1993-10-14 The Bible has had an immeasurable influence on Western
culture, touching on virtually every aspect of our lives. It is one of the great wellsprings of Western
religious, ethical, and philosophical traditions. It has been an endless source of inspiration to artists,
from classic works such as Michaelangelo's Last Judgment, Handel's Messiah, or Milton's Paradise
Lost, to modern works such as Thomas Mann's Joseph and His Brothers or Martin Scorsese's
controversial Last Temptation of Christ. For countless generations, it has been a comfort in
suffering, a place to reflect on the mysteries of birth, death, and immortality. Its stories and
characters are an integral part of the repertoire of every educated adult, forming an enduring bond
that spans thousands of years and embraces a vast community of believers and nonbelievers. The
Oxford Companion to the Bible provides an authoritative one-volume reference to the people, places,
events, books, institutions, religious belief, and secular influence of the Bible. Written by more than
250 scholars from some 20 nations and embracing a wide variety of perspectives, the Companion
offers over seven hundred entries, ranging from brief identifications--who is Dives? where is
Pisgah?--to extensive interpretive essays on topics such as the influence of the Bible on music or law.
Ranging far beyond the scope of a traditional Bible dictionary, the Companion features, in addition
to its many informative, factual entries, an abundance of interpretive essays. Here are extended
entries on religious concepts from immortality, sin, and grace, to baptism, ethics, and the Holy
Spirit. The contributors also explore biblical views of modern issues such as homosexuality,
marriage, and anti-Semitism, and the impact of the Bible on the secular world (including a four-part
article on the Bible's influence on literature). Of course, the Companion can also serve as a handy
reference, the first place to turn to find factual information on the Bible. Readers will find
fascinating, informative articles on all the books of the Bible--including the Apocrypha and many
other ancient texts, such as the Dead Sea Scrolls, Pseudepigrapha, and the Mishrah. Virtually every
figure who walked across the biblical stage is identified here, ranging from Rebekah, Rachel, and
Mary, to Joseph, Barabbas, and Jesus. The Companion also offers entries that shed light on daily life
in ancient Israel and the earliest Christian communities, with fascinating articles on feasts and
festivals, clothing, medicine, units of time, houses, and furniture. Finally, there are twenty-eight
pages of full-color maps, providing an accurate, detailed portrait of the biblical world. A vast
compendium of information related to scriptures, here is an ideal complement to the Bible, an
essential volume for every home and library, the first place to turn for information on the central
book of Western culture.

the message version of the bible: God’s Profound And Urgent Message [Third Edition] Mike
G. Norton, 2021-01-15 This book reveals God’s most important Scriptural messages and the
life-saving information to mankind as we are truly at the threshold of His return. It is important, it
explains the validity, accuracy and importance of the Bible. It is urgent, it gives God’s profound and
dominant message and with a due sense of urgency for salvation and how salvation is attained. It is



authoritative, in answer to each Chapter question asked in the book, both the Scriptural verse and
the Biblical source are referenced and identified. God want the world to understand and recognize
the indisputable factual evidence and reasons for the credibility of the Bible, and why it should be
adhered to, and to understand His loving messages and with a due sense of urgency for salvation.
Nothing else one does will ever matter as much.

the message version of the bible: Hyper Biblical Duke Jeyaraj, 2024-07-10 Well, it is not
simply enough to merely pray against hell-populating false teaching! We must do more! We must
‘contend for the faith once for all delivered for the saints’ (Jude 3)! We must open our mouths and
uncork our pens to warn about ‘savage wolves which will come among you (the local church
believers) not sparing the flock’ (Acts 20:29). Spread virally, thanks to the social media, modern
cultic false teachings such as (1) Hyper-Grace (‘No judgement for believers post-Cross’), (2)
Hyper-Supernaturalism (‘It is always God’s will to heal me here and now’, ‘Believers in Jesus need
not die, if they chose to’), and (3) Hyper-Love (‘Everyone is already saved, but they just don’t know it
yet!”, “You will stop existing in hell or will eventually come to heaven from there’) have
locust-swarmed churches in South Indian cities and beyond. In this book, the incensed author,
argues vehemently from the Bible to show how much these scripture-twisting, half-truth-full-of,
diabolical teachings have majorly deviated from the ‘whole counsel of God’. The author offers these
‘five loaves and two fish’ unto the Lord! Perhaps, the Lord use it for the restoration of the
gangrene-of-false-teaching infested Body of Christ, back to sound doctrinal health (this book also
includes a section where there is an antidote against false teaching). Those embracing these false
teachings must be warned to steer clear of this book as it would greatly infuriate them, calling a
spade, a spade, without ‘putting blade’ (using illustrations from the world of Cricket)! The author’s
prayer is that the Holy Spirit could possibly cajole and convince such blood-bought, precious,
believers, through these peppery pages, to swiftly abandon these eternity-shipwrecking doctrines
and wholly embrace biblical, balanced, sound doctrine!

the message version of the bible: Hearing the Message of Ecclesiastes Christopher J. H.
Wright, 2023-06-27 There is no easy answer to the meaning of life--even when you believe in God.
The book of Ecclesiastes seeks to answer the question: What do people gain from all their labors at
which they toil under the sun? The book's central character is Qoheleth, who wants to understand
the meaning of life as far as he possibly can with the tools of his own empirical observation and
reason. He struggles to reconcile the beautiful world that we love and enjoy with the baffling world
of injustice, suffering, and death. Qoheleth circles around an abyss of nihilism and pessimism. He
lives with unanswered questions. Yet he remains a believer. Old Testament scholar Christopher J. H.
Wright invites you to join Qoheleth on a journey through wisdom literature from centuries ago,
because the message of Ecclesiastes can be strangely reassuring as we put our faith to the test in
today's post-modern era. There will be disorienting twists and turns and the occasional complete
impasse as complex topics are discussed, like: The meaning of life Mysteries of time and injustice
Ambiguities of work, politics, worship, and wealth Hearing the Message of Ecclesiastes won't
answer your questions about the meaning of life, but it will ultimately help you live in the tension of
God's gifts in Genesis 1-2 and the fallen world of Genesis 3--and still go on trusting in the sovereign
goodness of God.

the message version of the bible: Message in a Word Margaret A. Blincoe, 2010-07-26

the message version of the bible: The Only Bible: The King James Version Bruce A. Borders,
2011-08-01 With nearly 100 versions of the Bible in print these days, how do we know what is the
actual Word of God? Does it matter? A look at history and facts concerning Bible translations and
why the King James Version is the one.

the message version of the bible: Uncommon Bible Study, Outlines & Messages Jim
Burns, 2008-08-01 In Uncommon Bible Study Outlines and Messages, Jim Burns equips leaders with
great Bible study topics and message ideas to use with youth groups. Whether chosen as the main
focus of the youth meeting or used to supplement other material, the ideas in this book will engage
and stimulate students to discover what the Bible has to say about issues that impact their world.



Spanning the Old and New Testaments, topics addressed include: faith, anger, loneliness,
forgiveness, self image, calling from God, servanthood, temptation, suffering, developing Christian
character and much more. These easily adaptable message outlines for large groups and Bible study
outlines for small groups will empower youth workers as they plant seeds in the lives of junior high
and high school students.

the message version of the bible: A Minister's Treasury of Funeral and Memorial
Messages Jim Henry, 2003-09-15 A must have for all pastors, this new handbook (5 1/2 wide by 7
3/4 high) will help you as you minister to persons in the critical time of grief. Jim Henry is pastor of a
10,000-member church in Orlando, Florida. He has been a pastor in service for thirty-six years and
also served as president of the Southern Baptist Convention.Part 1 includes guidelines in seven vital
areas of grief ministry including, what to do in the following situations:On Receiving Notification of a
DeathWhen Visiting in the HomeSchedulingDuring the Funeral Home VisitDuring the ServiceWhen
Concluding the ServiceAt the GravesitePart 2 includes twenty-three full-length funeral messages
(4-8 pages each) for different situations including the following:Sudden unexpected deathOne who
battled a long illnessA military person of faithA childA studentA godly wife, mother, or womanThis is
a much-needed manual for pastors, ministers, and laymen alike who are called on to minister in
funeral and memorial services.

the message version of the bible: Email "Messages" Steven A. Crane, 2011-05-16 People
Want Answers to Their Questions! Who made God? Has the Bible been corrupted? What is the
unpardonable sin? How can a loving God send people to hell? Did Jesus really preach in hell? As a
Bible scholar, church planter, and senior minister of a rapidly growing congregation, Steve Crane
receives many questions from believers and skeptics alike. His concise, biblical answers get right to
the heart of the matter. Crane not only answers your questions, but will help equip you to give the
reason for the hope that you have (I Peter 3:15). Staying true to the original Email format, questions
and answers have been organized into eight separate categories: Questions about God, Questions
about Christ, Questions about the Bible, Questions about Salvation, Bible Questions, Bible
Difficulties, Questions about End Times, and Objections to Christianity. This format allows readers to
choose the issues that are most pertinent to their interests and needs.

the message version of the bible: Hearing the Message of Habakkuk Christopher J. H.
Wright, 2024-06-11 What does it mean to be faithful disciples in a violent and unjust world?
Habakkuk described an era of rampant moral and social evil among his own people, and a vision of
the rapid rise of the Babylonian empire under Nebuchadnezzar. The world he described is familiar in
so many eras of human history, including our own. The frightening international tensions, confusion
about political alignments and alliances, fractured moral and religious traditions, and social
dissolution and degradation cause the same fear and anxiety today as they did back then. Confusing
is a mild world for it--international, political, religious, moral confusion. It was (and still is) a world
of national wickedness and international turmoil and violence, a world in which God appears to be
asleep on his watch and yet claims to be working a work in Habakkuk's day and ours. Hearing the
Message of Habakkuk walks through the questions the prophet asked God about injustice and the
jaw-dropping answers he received. This popular-level exposition addresses: God's silence. God's
sovereignty. Living by faith. God's judgement. Trusting God's Word. What we learn from Habakkuk's
dialogue with God can help us today as we struggle to work out what it means to believe in God's
sovereignty, justice, and love, and to live as faithful disciples in an unjust world.

the message version of the bible: The Holy Bible, According to the Authorized Version (A.D.
1611): Romans-Philemon Frederic Charles Cook, 1881

the message version of the bible: Differences Between Bible Versions: Third Edition Gary F.
Zeolla, 2012-04-18 This book answers such questions as: Why do Bible versions differ? Why does the
same verse read differently in different versions? Why do some versions contain words, phrases, and
even entire verses that other versions omit? Which Bible versions are most reliable? This book
contains extensive discussions on why the author believes either a literal or a formal equivalence
(word-for-word) translation principle is the best method to use for translating the Bible. These



principles of translating are contrasted with the dynamic equivalence (phrase for phrase) and
paraphrase methods seen in many modern Bible versions. This book includes detailed discussions on
why the author believes the Majority Text is the most accurate of the three Greek texts used in Bible
translation. This book also contains an extended section critiquing the claims of KJV-onlyists. In
addressing these various issues, Differences Between Bible Versions compares forty different
versions of the Bible.

the message version of the bible: Dead Men's Struggles J. Doherty, MR ] Robert Doherty,
2011-11-02 This book is for those men who have accepted Jesus' call. Who have picked up their cross
and followed. And found the road is steeper than it looked. The cross is heavier. That although Jesus
promised His yoke is easy and His burden is light, sometimes dropping to our knees and asking our
Lord and Savior for His help is much, much harder than carrying the burden. This book is for every
Christian man who wonders if he's on the right track. Wonders if he's the only one. Wonders how
come everyone else seems to have it so together. Wonders why everyone else is getting ahead.
Wonders how to keep the balls in the air, the engine red-lining, the wheels turning. Wonders if the
thoughts he has or the actions he's taken are unique, forgivable, fathomable. This book is for the
Christian man who struggles with pornography. The Christian man who struggles with anger and
frustration. The Christian man who has thought about leaving his family. Or cheating on his wife.
This book is for the man who just can't take the reins of his family and be its spiritual leader. If you
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