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2024 Tacoma Manual Transmission: A Driver’s Guide to Toyota’s Rugged Pickup

2024 Tacoma manual transmission options continue to captivate truck
enthusiasts who enjoy the raw, hands-on driving experience that only a stick
shift can provide. As one of the few midsize pickups still offering a manual
gearbox, the 2024 Tacoma stands out in a market increasingly dominated by
automatics and CVTs. For those who crave control, engagement, and a
connection to the road, the Tacoma’s manual transmission is more than just a
feature—it’s a statement.

In this article, we’ll dive deep into what makes the 2024 Tacoma manual
transmission special, explore its specifications, benefits, and how it fits
into the overall Tacoma lineup. Whether you’re a longtime fan of Toyota’s
rugged truck or a newcomer considering your options, this guide will help you
understand why the manual Tacoma remains an appealing choice for many
drivers.

The Return of the Manual Transmission in the
2024 Tacoma

While manual transmissions have become increasingly rare in trucks, Toyota
continues to offer a six-speed manual option in certain trims of the 2024
Tacoma. This isn’t just a nod to nostalgia—it’s a recognition of a passionate
segment of drivers who prefer the tactile feedback and control that manuals
provide.

Which 2024 Tacoma Models Offer Manual Transmission?

Not every trim level of the 2024 Tacoma includes a manual gearbox. Typically,
the manual transmission is available in the base SR and SR5 trims with the
2.7-liter four-cylinder engine. This pairing balances fuel efficiency with
sufficient power for everyday driving and light off-roading. The V6 variants,
often equipped with automatics, cater to drivers prioritizing maximum power
and towing capacity.

This deliberate offering allows buyers to select a Tacoma that suits their
driving style—whether that’s the straightforward, engaging manual or the
convenience of an automatic.



Specifications of the 2024 Tacoma Manual
Transmission

Toyota’s six-speed manual transmission in the 2024 Tacoma is designed to
deliver smooth shifts and durability under various driving conditions. Key
specs include:

- Gear Ratios optimized for both city driving and off-road torque
- Hydraulic clutch system for responsive pedal feel
- Gear synchros engineered to reduce shift effort and noise
- Robust build to handle Tacoma’s off-road challenges

These features ensure that the manual transmission isn’t just a relic but a
well-engineered component suited for modern driving demands.

Why Choose the 2024 Tacoma Manual Transmission?

Driving a manual pickup truck like the Tacoma offers several unique
advantages that go beyond the joy of mastering the clutch and gear lever.

Enhanced Driver Engagement

One of the most obvious benefits of the 2024 Tacoma manual transmission is
the heightened engagement it offers. Unlike automatics, a manual requires you
to be actively involved in controlling power delivery, which can make daily
driving more immersive and enjoyable. For many, this connection to the
vehicle enhances focus and makes each journey feel more rewarding.

Improved Control in Off-Road Situations

Tacoma’s reputation as a capable off-roader is well-known, and the manual
transmission adds an extra layer of control when tackling rough terrain.
Being able to precisely select gears allows drivers to manage engine braking
on descents, maintain steady power on climbs, and navigate slippery surfaces
with confidence. This fine-tuned control can be a game changer on trails
where precision is paramount.

Potential Fuel Efficiency Gains

While modern automatics have become very efficient, manuals can still offer
better fuel economy when driven skillfully. The 2024 Tacoma manual
transmission, paired with the 2.7L engine, can deliver respectable mileage,



especially in stop-and-go traffic where the driver can modulate the clutch
and throttle to conserve fuel.

Lower Maintenance Costs

Manual transmissions generally have fewer complex components compared to
automatics, which can translate into lower long-term maintenance and repair
costs. The Tacoma’s manual setup is robust and designed to handle rugged use,
making it a practical choice for budget-conscious truck owners.

Driving Tips for the 2024 Tacoma Manual
Transmission

If you’re new to driving a manual or just want to get the most out of your
2024 Tacoma’s stick shift, here are some tips to enhance your experience:

Master the Clutch Bite Point: Understanding where the clutch engages can
prevent stalling and smooth out your starts.

Shift at the Right RPM: Pay attention to the tachometer to optimize
power and fuel economy. Shifting too early or too late can reduce
performance.

Use Engine Braking: Downshift appropriately on declines to avoid
overusing the brakes and maintain vehicle control.

Practice Hill Starts: Utilize the handbrake or hill assist features to
prevent rollback when starting on inclines.

Be Smooth with Throttle and Clutch: Gradual inputs reduce wear and
enhance ride comfort, especially on uneven surfaces.

Comparing the 2024 Tacoma Manual Transmission
to Other Trucks

In today’s truck market, the 2024 Tacoma stands among a shrinking group of
pickups that still offer a manual transmission. Here’s how it stacks up:



Vs. Nissan Frontier

The Nissan Frontier also provides a manual transmission option, but the
Tacoma is often praised for its superior reliability and resale value.
Toyota’s extensive off-road heritage gives it an edge for enthusiasts seeking
ruggedness combined with a manual gearbox.

Vs. Ford Ranger

The Ford Ranger, a popular midsize truck, has transitioned to automatic-only
transmissions. For buyers prioritizing a manual shift, the Tacoma remains one
of the few viable choices in this segment.

Vs. Jeep Gladiator

While the Jeep Gladiator offers a manual transmission in certain trims, its
larger size and different design ethos cater to a slightly different
audience. The Tacoma’s manual is ideal for those wanting a midsize truck with
a proven track record and extensive aftermarket support.

Customization and Aftermarket Support for the
2024 Tacoma Manual

One of the great perks of owning a manual transmission Tacoma is the vast
ecosystem of custom parts and upgrades. Whether you want to enhance
performance, improve shifting feel, or tailor the truck for off-road
adventures, there are plenty of options:

Short-Throw Shifters: For quicker, more precise gear changes.

Performance Clutch Kits: Designed to handle increased power or heavy-
duty use.

Shift Knobs: Upgrade to more ergonomic or stylish designs.

Transmission Mounts: Stiffer mounts can reduce slop and improve
feedback.

Aftermarket Gauges: To monitor transmission temperature and other vital
stats.



This aftermarket support means the 2024 Tacoma manual transmission isn’t just
a factory setup but a platform for personalization.

Living with a 2024 Tacoma Manual Transmission:
Real-World Considerations

While manuals are beloved by enthusiasts, it’s worth considering some
practical aspects of owning a 2024 Tacoma manual:

Traffic and Urban Driving

Stop-and-go traffic can become tiresome with a manual transmission, as
frequent clutch work is required. However, many drivers find that the
engagement helps keep them alert and in control.

Resale Value and Market Demand

Manual transmission Tacomas generally hold their value well among
enthusiasts, but the broader market for manuals is smaller. If you plan to
sell, targeting buyers who appreciate a stick shift is key.

Learning Curve

If you’re new to manual transmissions, there may be a learning curve.
However, the Tacoma’s well-designed clutch and gear ratios make it a
relatively easy truck to master, especially for drivers familiar with
standard transmissions.

Why the 2024 Tacoma Manual Transmission Still
Matters

In an era where automatics dominate, the 2024 Tacoma manual transmission
preserves a driving tradition that many consider lost. It offers a tactile,
engaging, and versatile driving experience that aligns perfectly with the
Tacoma’s rugged, adventurous spirit. Whether you’re navigating city streets,
hauling gear, or blazing trails, the manual Tacoma connects you to the
machine in a way no automatic can quite match.

For those seeking a midsize pickup that combines reliability, off-road
capability, and the pure joy of a stick shift, the 2024 Tacoma manual



transmission remains a compelling choice worth exploring.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is the 2024 Toyota Tacoma available with a manual
transmission?
Yes, the 2024 Toyota Tacoma is available with a 6-speed manual transmission
in certain trims, catering to driving enthusiasts who prefer more control.

Which trims of the 2024 Tacoma come with a manual
transmission option?
The manual transmission is typically offered in the base SR and SR5 trims of
the 2024 Toyota Tacoma, primarily in the 4x2 and 4x4 configurations.

What engine is paired with the manual transmission
in the 2024 Tacoma?
The 2024 Tacoma with a manual transmission is usually paired with the 2.7-
liter four-cylinder engine, delivering a balance of power and fuel
efficiency.

How does the manual transmission in the 2024 Tacoma
compare to the automatic in terms of fuel economy?
Manual transmission models of the 2024 Tacoma tend to have slightly better
fuel economy compared to their automatic counterparts, though the difference
is generally modest.

Are there any off-road benefits to choosing the
manual transmission in the 2024 Tacoma?
Some drivers prefer the manual transmission for off-roading because it offers
more precise control over gear selection, which can be beneficial in
challenging terrain.

Does the 2024 Tacoma manual transmission feature
hill start assist or other driver aids?
Yes, even with the manual transmission, the 2024 Tacoma includes driver aids
such as hill start assist to help prevent rollback on inclines.



Is the manual transmission in the 2024 Tacoma
suitable for towing?
While the manual transmission can be used for towing, the 2024 Tacoma’s
towing capacity is generally higher and more optimized with the automatic
transmission option.

Has Toyota made any improvements to the manual
transmission in the 2024 Tacoma compared to previous
models?
Toyota has refined the 6-speed manual transmission in the 2024 Tacoma for
smoother shifts and improved durability, enhancing overall driving
experience.

Where can I test drive a 2024 Tacoma with a manual
transmission?
You can test drive a 2024 Toyota Tacoma with a manual transmission at most
Toyota dealerships, but it is recommended to call ahead to confirm
availability as manual models are less common.

Additional Resources
2024 Tacoma Manual Transmission: A Detailed Review of Toyota’s Rugged Pickup
Offering

2024 tacoma manual transmission remains a significant point of interest among
pickup enthusiasts and off-road aficionados who value driver engagement and
control. As one of the few midsize trucks still offering a manual gearbox
option, the 2024 Toyota Tacoma continues to cater to a niche yet passionate
segment of buyers who prefer hands-on shifting over automatic convenience.
This article explores the intricacies of the 2024 Tacoma manual transmission,
examining its performance, drivetrain options, and how it stacks up in the
increasingly automated truck market.

Overview of the 2024 Tacoma Manual Transmission

The 2024 Toyota Tacoma upholds its reputation as a rugged midsize pickup with
an available six-speed manual transmission paired exclusively to the 2.7-
liter four-cylinder engine. This combination is offered primarily on the base
SR and SR5 trims, emphasizing simplicity and off-road capability. While many
competitors have phased out manual transmissions, the Tacoma’s retention of
the manual gearbox is a nod to traditionalists who relish the connection
between driver and machine.



The manual transmission option in the 2024 Tacoma features close gear ratios
designed to optimize power delivery, especially in off-road scenarios where
precise control is paramount. Toyota engineers have refined the shifter feel
to be relatively smooth and direct, although some reviewers note that the
clutch pedal can be somewhat stiff, which may require an adjustment period
for those new to pickup trucks.

Engine and Transmission Pairing

The 2.7-liter inline-four engine, producing approximately 159 horsepower and
180 lb-ft of torque, is the sole powertrain available with the manual
transmission. While this output might seem modest compared to the more potent
3.5-liter V6 engine paired with a six-speed automatic, the four-cylinder’s
pairing with the manual gearbox provides a driving experience that emphasizes
driver skill and mechanical simplicity.

From a fuel economy perspective, the manual-equipped Tacoma offers
competitive numbers, with an EPA rating averaging around 20 mpg city and 23
mpg highway. This efficiency is partly due to the lighter weight and more
direct powertrain layout, making it an attractive option for those
prioritizing fuel savings alongside manual driving.

Performance and Driving Dynamics

Driving the 2024 Tacoma manual transmission model delivers a distinct
experience compared to its automatic counterparts. The engagement of the
manual gearbox allows for better modulation of the vehicle’s power in
challenging terrains, such as rocky trails or steep inclines, where automatic
transmissions might hunt for gears or shift unpredictably.

The six-speed manual’s gear ratios are thoughtfully spaced to balance
acceleration and engine braking. First gear is particularly low, beneficial
for crawling over obstacles or maneuvering at low speeds. The transmission’s
mechanical linkage provides a tactile, satisfying feedback through the
shifter, enhancing driver confidence during demanding off-road conditions.

However, the manual Tacoma’s engine output is modest, and some drivers may
find the power delivery lacking when fully loaded or towing heavy payloads.
The four-cylinder’s torque curve requires more frequent downshifts under
load, which can become cumbersome in stop-and-go traffic or on steep grades.

Off-Road Capability and Manual Advantage

The 2024 Tacoma’s off-road credentials are well-established, with features
such as available Multi-Terrain Select, Crawl Control, and an electronically



locking rear differential on certain trims. The manual transmission enhances
these capabilities by giving the driver direct control over gear selection,
essential for precise throttle input and engine braking on slippery or uneven
surfaces.

Enthusiasts often praise the manual Tacoma for its ability to “feel” the
terrain and respond instantly without the lag sometimes associated with
automatic transmissions. This makes the manual variant a favorite among off-
road purists who seek the ultimate control in trail driving.

Comparative Analysis: Manual vs. Automatic
Transmission

In the context of the 2024 midsize truck market, the Tacoma’s manual
transmission represents a rare offering. Most competitors, including the Ford
Ranger, Chevrolet Colorado, and Jeep Gladiator, have either eliminated manual
options or limited them to very specific models with larger engines.

Driving Engagement: The manual transmission provides a more interactive
driving experience, appealing to enthusiasts who enjoy gear shifting and
clutch control.

Fuel Economy: The manual Tacoma can yield slightly better fuel economy
under certain driving conditions due to the driver’s ability to optimize
shift points.

Performance: The automatic-equipped V6 models outperform the manual
four-cylinder in horsepower and torque, making them better suited for
towing and heavy payloads.

Resale Value: Manual trucks typically have lower demand in the resale
market, but the Tacoma’s reputation for reliability helps maintain
decent value retention.

While the automatic transmission remains the practical choice for most
buyers, the manual option in the 2024 Tacoma offers a niche appeal that
cannot be replicated by automatics, particularly for those who value control
and mechanical purity.

Interior and Technology Considerations

The manual transmission’s presence slightly influences the interior layout,
with a traditional clutch pedal and a distinct gear shifter placed within
comfortable reach. The tactile feedback of the shifter complements the



otherwise modern cabin, which includes Toyota’s latest infotainment system
with standard Apple CarPlay and Android Auto compatibility.

However, the base trims featuring the manual transmission tend to have fewer
luxury and convenience features compared to higher-end automatic variants.
Buyers opting for the manual may need to compromise on advanced driver-
assistance technologies or premium interior materials, as those are often
bundled with more expensive trims that favor automatic gearboxes.

Pros and Cons of the 2024 Tacoma Manual
Transmission

Evaluating the 2024 Tacoma manual transmission requires balancing its
strengths against inherent limitations.

Pros:

Enhanced driver engagement and control

Better off-road maneuverability with precise gear selection

Potential for improved fuel economy with skilled driving

Lower initial cost compared to V6 automatic models

Cons:

Reduced engine power compared to automatic V6 models

Less convenient in heavy traffic or urban environments

Limited availability on higher trim levels

Potentially steeper learning curve for inexperienced manual drivers

These factors position the manual transmission Tacoma as a specialized tool
rather than a mainstream choice, appealing primarily to those who prioritize
engagement and off-road performance over outright power and luxury.



Market Position and Future Outlook

As automotive trends shift toward electrification and automation, the
presence of a manual transmission in a mainstream midsize truck is
increasingly rare. Toyota’s decision to retain the 2024 Tacoma manual
transmission underscores a commitment to driver choice and heritage. However,
industry analysts speculate that manual gearboxes may eventually be phased
out due to tightening emissions regulations and consumer preferences favoring
convenience.

Despite this, the 2024 Tacoma manual transmission stands as a testament to a
segment of the market that values hands-on driving and mechanical simplicity.
For now, it remains a compelling option for enthusiasts who demand a rugged,
no-nonsense midsize pickup with the added thrill of manual control.

In sum, the 2024 Tacoma manual transmission offers a unique blend of
tradition and capability within a competitive and evolving truck landscape.
While it may not cater to every buyer’s needs, its presence ensures that
Toyota’s midsize pickup retains a connection to the driving experience that
defined trucks for decades.
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