the most evil women in history

The Most Evil Women in History: Unraveling Dark Legacies

the most evil women in history have long fascinated and horrified us, their
stories woven into the darkest corners of human nature. While history often
highlights male figures for their cruelty and tyranny, women, too, have
played pivotal roles in shaping some of the most sinister chapters in our
past. From ruthless queens to calculating serial killers, these women left
indelible marks on society, sometimes driven by power, vengeance, or sheer
malice.

Exploring the lives of the most evil women in history unveils not only their
horrifying deeds but also the complex motivations and societal factors that
allowed their evil to flourish. Let’s take a closer look at some of these
infamous figures, their stories, and the chilling legacies they left behind.

The Dark Queens: Power and Ruthlessness

Throughout history, some queens and noblewomen wielded their power with a
ruthless hand, often pushing the boundaries of cruelty to maintain or expand
their influence.

Elizabeth Bathory: The Blood Countess

Known as the "Blood Countess," Elizabeth Bathory is arguably one of the most
notorious female serial killers in history. Born into Hungarian nobility in
the 16th century, she was accused of torturing and murdering hundreds of
young girls. Legends claim she bathed in the blood of virgins to retain her
youth—a tale that has cemented her dark reputation.

What makes Bathory's story particularly chilling is the alleged scale of her
crimes and the fact that her noble status initially shielded her from
prosecution. Her case highlights how privilege can sometimes enable
unspeakable horrors.

Lucrezia Borgia: Poison and Intrigue

The Borgia family name is synonymous with power, deception, and scandal, and
Lucrezia Borgia, daughter of Pope Alexander VI, was no exception. While some
historians argue that much of her reputation was exaggerated by political
rivals, she remains associated with poisonings, political machinations, and
ruthless ambition.



Her life underscores how women in patriarchal societies sometimes had to
wield power through cunning and subterfuge, which could easily be twisted
into tales of evil.

Women of War and Tyranny

Some women used their positions during times of conflict to further agendas
of cruelty and repression, becoming feared figures in their own right.

Irma Grese: The "Hyena of Auschwitz"

Irma Grese was a notorious Nazi concentration camp guard during World War II.
Known for her vicious treatment of prisoners at Auschwitz and Bergen-Belsen,
she was convicted of war crimes and executed at just 22 years old. Grese's
story is a stark reminder of how ordinary individuals, regardless of gender,
can commit monstrous acts when consumed by ideology and cruelty.

Griselda Blanco: The Cocaine Godmother

In the world of organized crime, Griselda Blanco earned the title of the
"Black Widow." As a Colombian drug lord during the 1970s and 80s, she was
responsible for countless murders and played a pivotal role in the violent
Miami drug wars. Her ruthless business tactics and willingness to eliminate
any opposition cemented her as one of the most feared women in criminal
history.

The Serial Killers: Women Who Defied
Stereotypes

While society often associates serial killing with men, several women have
earned infamy for their own reigns of terror.

Aileen Wuornos: The Highway Killer

Aileen Wuornos was an American serial killer convicted of murdering seven men
in the late 1980s and early 1990s. Her story captured public attention due to
her troubled past, claims of self-defense, and the brutal nature of the
crimes. Wuornos challenges many stereotypes about female criminals and raises
discussions about trauma, mental health, and justice.



Leonarda Cianciulli: The Soap Maker of Correggio

Known as the "Soap Maker of Correggio," Leonarda Cianciulli was an Italian
serial killer who murdered three women between 1939 and 1940. She turned
their bodies into soap and teacakes, believing it would protect her son
during World War II. Her macabre acts highlight how superstition and
desperation can intertwine with violence.

Psychological Insights into the Most Evil Women
in History

Understanding what drives such extreme behavior involves delving into
psychology, social context, and sometimes trauma. Many of these women
exhibited traits associated with psychopathy, narcissism, or extreme survival
instincts shaped by their environments.

It’s important to recognize that evil is rarely black and white—complex
factors such as upbringing, societal pressures, and mental health play
significant roles. For example, some historians argue that women like
Lucrezia Borgia were victims of political propaganda, while others, like Irma
Grese, embraced cruelty with alarming enthusiasm.

Why Focus on Female Perpetrators?

Highlighting the most evil women in history challenges the often male-centric
narrative of villainy. It broadens our understanding of evil by showing it’s
not confined to any gender. Moreover, it sparks conversations about how
society perceives women in power and violence, often viewing them through
different lenses than men.

Lessons from History’s Darkest Women

Studying these women offers more than morbid curiosity—it provides valuable
lessons about human nature, power dynamics, and the consequences of unchecked
ambition.

e The dangers of absolute power: Many of these women rose to prominence
through political or social power, which they abused with devastating
effects.

e The role of societal structures: Patriarchal systems often forced women
to use indirect or ruthless means to gain influence, sometimes fostering



cruelty.

e The impact of trauma and psychology: Understanding the backgrounds of
these women can shed light on how personal history influences
destructive behavior.

e The importance of critical historical analysis: Separating myth from
fact helps us understand these figures more realistically and avoid
sensationalism.

Exploring these dark stories reminds us that history is filled with complex
characters, and the capacity for evil transcends gender. Reflecting on their
legacies encourages vigilance against repeating such atrocities and fosters a
deeper appreciation for justice and humanity.

In the end, the stories of the most evil women in history are cautionary
tales—revealing the extremes of human behavior and the shadows that can exist
behind power, ambition, and desperation.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is often considered one of the most evil women
in history?

Elizabeth Bathory, a Hungarian noblewoman from the 16th century, is often
considered one of the most evil women due to accusations of torturing and
killing hundreds of young women.

Why is Elizabeth Bathory known as the 'Blood
Countess'?

Elizabeth Bathory earned the nickname 'Blood Countess' because of legends
that she bathed in the blood of virgins to preserve her youth, though
historical accuracy of this claim is debated.

Was Madame LalLaurie truly one of the most evil women
in American history?

Madame LalLaurie was a New Orleans socialite in the 1800s known for torturing
and abusing enslaved people in her household, making her infamous for cruelty
and often cited among the most evil women in American history.

What crimes did Irma Grese commit that made her



notorious?

Irma Grese was a Nazi concentration camp guard during World War II, notorious
for her brutal treatment and torture of prisoners, leading to her being
labeled as one of the most evil women in history.

How did Griselda Blanco earn the title of a
notorious female criminal?

Griselda Blanco, also known as the 'Black Widow,' was a Colombian drug lord
responsible for numerous murders and drug trafficking activities, making her
one of the most feared and evil women in criminal history.

Is there historical evidence supporting the evil
acts attributed to Lucrezia Borgia?

Lucrezia Borgia, from the infamous Borgia family, was historically rumored to
be involved in poisonings and political murders, but modern historians debate
the accuracy of these claims, suggesting some may be exaggerated or
unfounded.

What made Mary Ann Cotton be remembered as an evil
woman in history?

Mary Ann Cotton was an English woman convicted in the 19th century for
poisoning multiple family members to collect insurance money, making her one
of Britain's most notorious female serial killers.

Are there common traits seen in the most evil women
throughout history?

Many women considered among the most evil in history displayed traits such as
cruelty, manipulation, abuse of power, and involvement in crimes Llike
torture, murder, and exploitation, often within positions of influence or
authority.

Additional Resources

The Most Evil Women in History: An Analytical Exploration

the most evil women in history have fascinated historians, psychologists, and
the public alike for centuries. Their stories, often steeped in cruelty,
manipulation, and power, challenge conventional perceptions of femininity and
morality. Unlike the more frequently documented male perpetrators of
historical atrocities, these women’s legacies compel us to understand the
complex interplay of gender, context, and individual agency in the making of
infamy. This article delves into some of the most notorious women who have



left dark imprints on history, examining their lives, actions, and the socio-
political environments that enabled their rise to notorious prominence.

Understanding Notoriety: Defining Evil in
Historical Context

Before analyzing specific figures, it is essential to contextualize what
constitutes “evil” within historical frameworks. The label often reflects a
combination of extreme cruelty, moral transgressions, and the scope of harm
inflicted. In many cases, these women were leaders, perpetrators of violence,
or masterminds behind systemic oppression. Their actions frequently
intersected with power structures, enabling them to enact widespread
suffering.

The notion of evil can also be shaped by cultural biases and the gender norms
of their times. Women who wielded power aggressively or defied traditional
roles were sometimes demonized disproportionately. Thus, a critical,
investigative lens is necessary to separate myth from reality and understand
the dynamics that led to their infamy.

Notorious Figures: Profiles of the Most Evil
Women in History

Elizabeth Bathory: The Blood Countess

One of the most infamous names associated with cruelty is Elizabeth Bathory,
a l6th-century Hungarian noblewoman accused of torturing and murdering
hundreds of young women. Often dubbed the "Blood Countess," Bathory’s legend
suggests she bathed in the blood of virgins to preserve her youth. While some
historians debate the extent of her crimes—citing political motivations
behind her trial-her legacy as one of history’s most sadistic female figures
persists.

Her case highlights the intersection of aristocratic power, superstition, and
misogyny in early modern Europe. Bathory’s story has been subject to

sensationalism, yet primary sources confirm at least some level of brutality
and abuse of power.

Irma Grese: The “Hyena of Auschwitz”
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the most evil women in history: The Most Evil Women in History Shelley Klein, 2003-08 A
study of the manifestation of evil in 15 women spanning over 2000 years.

the most evil women in history: The Most Maligned Women in History Samantha Morris,
2024-11-30 Examines the lives and legacies of historically vilified women, questioning the truth
behind accusations of witchcraft, treason, and murder. Throughout history women, from the lowliest
of the working classes to the highest echelons of society have been accused of crimes ranging from
witchcraft and vampirism to treason and mass murder. Such accusations stuck particularly when it
came to women who held power - the names that we most associate with maligned women today
include those that we will all have heard of. The infamy of women such as Lucrezia Borgia and
Elizabeth Bathory have come down to us throughout the centuries and even in the modern world,
many women are needlessly and falsely vilified. But just how true were these accusations? The Most
Maligned Women in History takes a look at the lives of a number of women whose crimes have been
seen as some of the most heinous, just how true the rumors were and whether their reputations are
deserved.

the most evil women in history: Legends, Monsters, or Serial Murderers? Dirk C. Gibson,
2012-02-14 Covering figures ranging from Catherine Monvoisin to Vlad the Impaler, and describing
murders committed in ancient aristocracies to those attributed to vampires, witches, and
werewolves, this book documents the historic reality of serial murder. The majority of serial murder
studies support the consensus that serial murder is essentially an American crime—a flawed
assumption, as the United States has existed for less than 250 years. What is far more likely is that
the perverse urge to repeatedly and intentionally kill has existed throughout human history, and that
a substantial percentage of serial murders throughout ancient times, the middle ages, and the
pre-modern era were attributed to imaginative surrogate explanations: dragons, demons, vampires,
werewolves, and witches. Legends, Monsters, or Serial Murderers? The Real Story Behind an
Ancient Crime dispels the interrelated misconceptions that serial murder is an American crime and a
relatively recent phenomenon, making the novel argument that serial murder is a historic reality—an
unrecognized fact in ancient times. Noted serial murderers such as the Roman Locuta (The
Poisoner); Gilles De Rais of France, a prolific serial killer of children; Andres Bichel of Bavaria; and
Chinese aristocratic serial killer T'zu-Hsi are spotlighted. This book provides a unique perspective
that integrates supernatural interpretations of serial killing with the history of true crime,
reanimating mythic entities of horror stories and presenting them as real criminals.

the most evil women in history: Women Criminals Vickie Jensen, 2011-11-10 A unique,
two-volume study that examines female crime and the women who commit it. The two-volume
Women Criminals: An Encyclopedia of People and Issues addresses both key topics and key figures
in women's crime. The first volume provides topical essays about areas critical to the understanding
of female criminals, such as the definition of women's crime, explanations of women's criminality,
ethnic and age diversity in female criminals, and responses of the criminal justice system. The
second volume comprises biographical entries profiling women who are obviously criminals, such as
Aileen Wuornos and Myra Hindley, and also women who were victims of circumstance, unjust laws,
or narrowly applied definitions of crime, such as Rosa Parks, Harriet Tubman, and Sophie Scholl. In
addition to highlighting the breadth of women's criminality, these portraits provide a holistic,
multifaceted understanding of the dynamics of women's crime and why it occurs, connecting the
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individual stories to the larger social-scientific perspectives. Care has been taken to include the
women's own voices and perspectives where possible and to address the intentions and reasoning of
the system that responded to their criminality.

the most evil women in history: Userlands Dennis Cooper, 2007 This anthology intends to
bring to light some of the new fiction writers who are using the Internet's labyrinthine array of blogs
and personal web pages to expose, test, and develop their work. What unifies contributors is their
extraordinary talent, their daring and highly individualistic approaches to composing fiction and the
breathtaking freshness, charge, and skill of their prose.' - Dennis Cooper'

the most evil women in history: Revisionist Histories Marnie Hughes-Warrington,
2013-07-18 Revision and revisionism are generally seen as standard parts of historical practice, yet
they are underexplored within the growing literature on historiography. In this accessibly written
volume, Marnie Hughes-Warrington discusses this paucity of work on revision in history theory and
raises ethical questions about linear models and spatial metaphors that have been used to explain it.
Revisionist Histories emphasises the role of the authors and audiences of histories alike as the
writers and rewriters of history. Through study of digital environments, graphic novels and reader
annotated texts, this book shows that the ‘sides’ of history cannot be disentangled from one another,
and that they are subject to flux and even destruction over time. Incorporating diverse and
controversial case studies, including the French Revolution, Holocaust Denial and European settlers’
contact with Native Americans and Indigenous Australians, Revisionist Histories offers both a
detailed account of the development of revisionism and a new, more spatial vision of historiography.
An essential text for students of historiography.

the most evil women in history: Crimes of Our Times Philippa Barr, 2009-06-29 Exploring a
variety of murderers which have shocked the public including Jeffrey Dahmer, The Moors
Murderers,Harold Shipman, Fred and Rose West and child killers, this book seeks to find similarities
between Kkillers and identify what the motives were.

the most evil women in history: Sadomasochism, Popular Culture and Revolt Tom Pollard,
2019-07-03 Sadomasochism, Popular Culture and Revolt: A Pornography of Violence explores
powerful connections between violent pornography and current gender wars, generational conflicts,
political struggles, and racial and ethnic unrest. Long before these conflicts dominated headlines
worldwide, they become embedded and contextualized in popular culture. Tracing the history of
today’s popular porn genres, including torture porn, revenge porn, war porn, and fascist porn, Tom
Pollard reveals a sadomasochistic trope of fictional and real sexual violence and sexual justice that
had largely remained hidden and suppressed. Today it has exploded into public awareness by mass
movements like #MeToo demanding justice for sexual assault victims. This movement joins other
recent social movements, including Black Lives Matter and advocates of safety from gun violence,
which, along with #MeToo, constitute a revolt of submissives no longer willing to endure unwanted
violence. This thoughtful examination of the history and content of violent pornography reveals
portentous patterns and developing trends. By examining pornography’s violent content, Pollard
forces us to confront wider social and cultural violence. Sadomasochism, Popular Culture and Revolt
will be of great interest to scholars of gay and lesbian studies and queer studies, while being a vital
text for undergraduate and graduate instructors of social movement studies in sociology, political
science, American Studies, and history.

the most evil women in history: Stone Cold Souls Gregory K. Moffatt, 2008-07-30 History's
most notorious and brutal killers still enjoy fame as public fascination with their lives and their
crimes continues to grow. Stone Cold Souls is a detailed examination of the most brutal killers in
history. Moffatt does what he does best by looking at historical accounts of events, analyzing them
from a psychological perspective, and presenting his assessment in captivating fashion. He examines
different types of killers, offers case studies and historical context, and describes what sets these
cases apart from other kinds of killings. Even in a day and age where pop culture has made serial
crime a mainstay of movies and books, the depravity of the killers profiled in this work will still
shock even a desensitized reader. Men, women, and children alike have committed crimes so



atrocious that it is hard to imagine that these events are not works of fiction. Moffatt examines the
difficult questions that inevitably arise when one reads cases of unthinkable torture and cruelty.
Why? Were these people simply evil or is it possible that, given other circumstances, they could have
redirected their energies into more productive outlets? The author answers these questions and
others and reveals the lives and crimes of these ruthless killers. Stone Cold Souls features such
well-known cases as: Andrei Chikatilo, Marc Dutroux, Herman Webster Mudgett, Charles Ng,
Leonard Lake, Lawrence Bittaker, Roy Norris, Ed Gein, Edmund Kemper, Henry Lee Lucas, Gilles de
Rais, Ivan the Terrible, Richard Ramirez, Holly Ann Harvey, Sandy Ketchum, Mary Bell, Jesse
Pomeroy, Josef Mengele, Marshall Applewhite, Jeffrey Lundgren, David Koresh, Jim Jones, Father
Oliver O'Grady, Charles Cullin, Harold Shipman, Michael Swango, Myra Hindley, Karla Homolka,
Aileen Carol Lee Wuornos, Elizabeth Bathory, Charles Sobhraj, Albert Fish, Donald Harvey, and
Dennis Rader.

the most evil women in history: A Woman in History Maxine Berg, 1996-03-29 A compelling
1996 intellectual biography of Eileen Power, a major British historian who once ranked alongside
Tawney, Trevelyan and Toynbee.

the most evil women in history: Illuminating the Dark Side: Evil, Women and the Feminine ,
2020-09-25 Evil. Women. The Feminine. The relationships that bring together these three ideas form
the basis for the papers gathered together in this volume. By asking how, why, when, and to what
purpose these three terms are often linked serves as the starting point of interrogation for each of
the authors here considered.

the most evil women in history: The Most Evil Men and Women in History Miranda Twiss,
2002 Evil is a fact of life. We can see it, not only in the reigns of Stalin and Hitler, but also in
everyday crimes like murder, rape and assault -- quite apart from the millions of lives brutalized by
political or religious oppression, poverty, disease and starvation ...

the most evil women in history: Valerie Solanas Breanne Fahs, 2014-04-15 The authoritative
biography of the 60s countercultural icon who wrote SCUM Manifesto, shot Andy Warhol, and made
an unforgettable mark on feminist history. Valerie Solanas is one of the most polarizing figures of
1960s counterculture. A cult hero to some and vehemently denounced by others, she has been
dismissed but never forgotten. Known for shooting Andy Warhol in 1968 and for writing the
infamous SCUM Manifesto, Solanas became one of the most famous women of her era. But she was
also diagnosed with paranoid schizophrenia and spent much of her life homeless or in mental
hospitals. Solanas’s SCUM Manifesto, a sui generis vision of radical gender dystopia, predicted
ATMs, test-tube babies, the Internet, and artificial insemination long before they existed. It has sold
more copies and been translated into more languages than nearly all other feminist texts of its time.
And yet, shockingly little work has investigated the life of its author. This book is the first biography
about Solanas, including original interviews with family, friends (and enemies), and numerous living
Warhol associates. It reveals surprising details about Solanas’s life: the children nearly no one knew
she had, her drive for control over her own writing, and her elusive personal and professional
relationships. Valerie Solanas reveals the tragic, remarkable life of an iconic figure. It is “not only a
remarkable biographical feat but also a delicate navigation of an unwieldy, demanding, and complex
life story” (BOMB Magazine).

the most evil women in history: What Would Cleopatra Do? Elizabeth Foley, Beth Coates,
2019-10-29 “Fun, cheeky” (Booklist), and a visual delight, What Would Cleopatra Do? shares the
wisdom and advice passed down from Cleopatra, Queen Victoria, Dorothy Parker, and forty-seven
other heroines from past eras on how to handle common problems women have encountered
throughout history and still face today. What Would Cleopatra Do? tackles issues by reminding us of
inspiring feminists from the past, telling their stories with warmth, humor, and verve. From sticking
up for yourself, improving body image, deciding whether to have children, finding a mentor, getting
dumped, feeling like an imposter, being unattractive, and dealing with gossip, we can learn a lot by
reading motivational stories of heroic women who, living in much tougher times through history,
took control of their own destinies and made life work for them. Here are Cleopatra’s thoughts on



sibling rivalry, Mae West on positive body image, Frida Kahlo on finding your style, Catherine the
Great on dealing with gossip, Agatha Christie on getting dumped, Hedy Lamarr on being
underestimated—to list only a few—as well as others who address dilemmas including
career-planning, female friendship, loneliness, financial management, and political engagement.
Featuring whimsical illustrations by L.A.-based artist Bijou Karman, What Would Cleopatra Do? is a
distinctive, witty, and gift-worthy tribute to history’s outstanding women.

the most evil women in history: Radicals in Exile Freddy Cristébal Dominguez, 2020-02-27
Facing persecution in early modern England, some Catholics chose exile over conformity. Some even
cast their lot with foreign monarchs rather than wait for their own rulers to have a change of heart.
This book studies the relationship forged by English exiles and Philip II of Spain. It shows how these
expatriates, known as the “Spanish Elizabethans,” used the most powerful tools at their
disposal—paper, pens, and presses—to incite war against England during the “messianic” phase of
Philip’s reign, from the years leading up to the Grand Armada until the king’s death in 1598. Freddy
Cristobal Dominguez looks at English Catholic propaganda within its international and transnational
contexts. He examines a range of long-neglected polemical texts, demonstrating their prominence
during an important moment of early modern politico-religious strife and exploring the transnational
dynamic of early modern polemics and the flexible rhetorical approaches required by exile. He
concludes that while these exiles may have lived on the margins, their books were central to early
modern Spanish politics and are key to understanding the broader narrative of the
Counter-Reformation. Deeply researched and highly original, Radicals in Exile makes an important
contribution to the study of religious exile in early modern Europe. It will be welcomed by historians
of early modern Iberian and English politics and religion as well as scholars of book history.
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the most evil women in history: Postcolonial Studies Pramod K. Nayar, 2015-09-28 This
new anthology brings together the most diverse and recent voices in postcolonial theory to emerge
since 9/11, alongside classic texts in established areas of postcolonial studies. Brings fresh insight
and renewed political energy to established domains such as nation, history, literature, and gender
Engages with contemporary concerns such as globalization, digital cultures, neo-colonialism, and
language debates Includes wide geographical coverage - from Ireland and India to Israel and
Palestine Provides uniquely broad coverage, offering a full sense of the tradition, including
significant essays on science, technology and development, education and literacy, digital cultures,
and transnationalism Edited by a distinguished postcolonial scholar, this insightful volume serves
scholars and students across multiple disciplines from literary and cultural studies, to anthropology
and digital studies

the most evil women in history: Women Who Ruled Claudia Gold, 2015-04-02 'Poisoners’,
‘whores', 'witches' and 'murderers' - or so their enemies claimed. From Queen Nefertiti of Egypt, to
the villainous Catherine de Medici and her flying squadron, to England's 'Gloriana' Elizabeth I, and
the modern phenomenon of female prime ministers - Golda Meir, Indira Gandhi, Margaret Thatcher



and Benazir Bhutto - Claudia Gold looks at three and a half thousand years of history to examine the
lives of fifty of the world's most exceptional rulers - all of them women. Each biographical profile
sets its subject clearly in the culture and context of its time, enabling the author not only to tell the
stories of these 50 astonishing women, but also to provide a fascinating and informative alternative
social history.

the most evil women in history: The Tudors on Film and Television Sue Parrill, William B.
Robison, 2013-02-06 With its mix of family drama, sex and violence, Britain's Tudor dynasty
(1485-1603) has long excited the interest of filmmakers and moviegoers. Since the birth of
movie-making technology, the lives and times of kings Henry VII, Henry VIII, and Edward VI and
queens Mary I, Jane Grey and Elizabeth I have remained popular cinematic themes. From 1895's The
Execution of Mary Stuart to 2011's Anonymous, this comprehensive filmography chronicles every
known movie about the Tudor era, including feature films; made-for-television films, mini-series, and
series; documentaries; animated films; and shorts. From royal biographies to period pieces to
modern movies with flashbacks or time travel, this work reveals how these films both convey the
attitudes of Tudor times and reflect the era in which they were made.

the most evil women in history: What Would Boudicca Do? Elizabeth Foley, Beth Coates,
2018-08-02 Tired of being talked over? Of social media making you feel crap? Of the pressure to
'have it all' and a hot bod too? Boudicca stuck up for herself and now she can help you do the same.
It is time to start channelling the spiky superwomen of history to conquer today. It is time to turn to
women like Frida Kahlo and Josephine Baker, Hypatia and Cleopatra, Coco Chanel and Empress
Cixi. In this irreverent guide they will help you figure out how to dispatch a loverat, back yourself,
kill it at work and trounce FoMo. With original illustrations by Bijou Karman, What Would Boudicca
Do? will make you fired-up and ready for anything.
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with a word that ends in -est together
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