
history of new braunfels texas
The Rich and Fascinating History of New Braunfels, Texas

History of New Braunfels Texas is a captivating tale of culture, resilience, and community spirit
that dates back nearly two centuries. Nestled in the heart of the Texas Hill Country, New Braunfels
is a city with deep German roots and a vibrant heritage that continues to shape its identity today.
From its founding by German immigrants to its transformation into a bustling, modern city, the story
of New Braunfels offers a unique window into Texas history and the blending of European traditions
with the American frontier.

The Founding of New Braunfels: A German Legacy in
Texas

The origins of New Braunfels trace back to 1845, when Prince Carl of Solms-Braunfels, a German
nobleman, led a group of settlers from Germany to the Texas frontier. This was part of a larger
movement called the Adelsverein, or Society for the Protection of German Immigrants in Texas,
which aimed to establish German colonies in the new Republic of Texas. Prince Carl chose the area
along the banks of the Comal River for its natural beauty, fertile land, and abundant water
supply—ideal conditions for farming and settlement.

Why New Braunfels? The Name and Location

The name “New Braunfels” was chosen to honor Prince Carl’s hometown of Braunfels in the German
state of Hesse. The settlers quickly got to work, building homes, churches, and schools that reflected
their German heritage. The location was strategic, as it lay near important trade routes and rivers,
which facilitated commerce and communication. The Comal River, in particular, played a crucial role
in the city’s early development, providing water for agriculture and powering mills that supported
the local economy.

Early Challenges and Triumphs

Life in New Braunfels wasn’t without hardships. The settlers faced the challenges of frontier life,
including conflicts with Native American tribes, disease, and the difficulties of adapting to a new
environment. Despite these obstacles, the community thrived thanks to the settlers’ strong work
ethic and tight-knit social fabric. The German language and customs remained central to daily life,
creating a distinct cultural enclave that set New Braunfels apart from other Texan towns.

New Braunfels Through the 19th Century: Growth and



Development

As the 19th century progressed, New Braunfels transformed from a small settlement into a vibrant
town. The arrival of the railroad in the late 1800s spurred economic growth, connecting the city to
larger markets and encouraging trade. The town’s economy diversified beyond agriculture to include
manufacturing and tourism, thanks to its scenic beauty and cultural attractions.

The Role of Agriculture and Industry

Agriculture was the backbone of New Braunfels’ economy for much of its early history. Farmers
cultivated crops like cotton, corn, and wheat, while livestock ranching also played an important role.
The fertile land along the Guadalupe and Comal Rivers made farming productive and sustainable.
Over time, mills and factories sprung up, processing raw materials and creating jobs, which
attracted more settlers and boosted the population.

Preserving German Traditions

Despite the influx of new residents and economic changes, New Braunfels held firmly to its German
heritage. Festivals such as Wurstfest, which celebrates German culture and cuisine, have roots that
stretch back over a century. The city’s architecture, music, and community events reflect a blend of
German customs and Texan influences, creating a rich cultural tapestry that residents and visitors
cherish.

New Braunfels in the 20th Century and Beyond

The 20th century was a period of modernization and expansion for New Braunfels. The city evolved
into a popular tourist destination, drawing visitors with its historic charm, natural springs, and
outdoor recreational opportunities. The Comal and Guadalupe Rivers became famous for tubing,
fishing, and water sports, making New Braunfels a hub for adventure seekers.

Tourism and Cultural Preservation

Tourism has played a vital role in the city’s economy, with landmarks like the Gruene Historic
District and the Schlitterbahn Waterpark attracting millions of visitors annually. Efforts to preserve
historic buildings and promote local history through museums and cultural centers have helped keep
the story of New Braunfels alive for new generations.

Modern Growth and Community Spirit

In recent decades, New Braunfels has experienced rapid growth, becoming one of the fastest-



growing cities in Texas. Despite this expansion, the community remains deeply connected to its past.
Local initiatives promote heritage education and encourage residents to celebrate their unique
identity. The blending of old and new gives New Braunfels a special character—one that honors its
history while embracing the future.

Key Historical Sites and Landmarks in New Braunfels

Exploring the history of New Braunfels Texas wouldn’t be complete without mentioning some of its
most iconic historical sites. These landmarks offer a tangible connection to the city’s rich past and
provide visitors with a glimpse into the lives of early settlers.

Prince Solms Park: Named after the city’s founder, this park is a beautiful spot to appreciate
the natural environment that attracted German settlers.

Meisterstadt Museum: Showcases artifacts and exhibits related to the German settlers and
the development of New Braunfels.

Gruene Historic District: Once a separate town, this area is now part of New Braunfels and
features preserved 19th-century buildings, including the famous Gruene Hall, Texas’s oldest
continually operating dance hall.

Comal River: Central to the city’s founding and growth, the river remains a focal point for
recreation and community events.

Visiting and Learning More

For history buffs or curious travelers, visiting New Braunfels offers a hands-on experience with
Texas’s German-American heritage. Local tours, historical markers, and community events provide
ample opportunities to delve deeper into the story of this unique city.

The Enduring Legacy of New Braunfels’ History

Understanding the history of New Braunfels Texas is more than just recounting dates and
events—it’s about appreciating the spirit of perseverance, cultural pride, and community that
defined the city’s founders and continues to inspire its residents. From its beginnings as a German
immigrant settlement to its current status as a vibrant Texas city, New Braunfels stands as a
testament to the enduring power of heritage and the dynamic nature of American history.

Whether you’re strolling through the historic downtown, tubing down the Comal River, or enjoying a
traditional German festival, the legacy of New Braunfels’ past is always present, inviting you to
become part of its ongoing story.



Frequently Asked Questions

When was New Braunfels, Texas founded?
New Braunfels, Texas was founded in 1845 by German settlers led by Prince Carl of Solms-
Braunfels.

Who were the original settlers of New Braunfels?
The original settlers of New Braunfels were primarily German immigrants who came as part of the
Adelsverein colonization effort.

What is the significance of the Comal Springs in New
Braunfels' history?
Comal Springs, located in New Braunfels, is one of the largest natural springs in Texas and was a
vital water source for the early settlers, contributing to the town's development.

How did New Braunfels get its name?
New Braunfels was named after the German city of Braunfels, which was the hometown of Prince
Carl of Solms-Braunfels, the founder of the settlement.

What role did New Braunfels play in Texas history during the
19th century?
New Braunfels served as a cultural and economic hub for German immigrants in Texas, helping to
preserve German traditions and contributing to the state's agricultural and commercial growth in
the 19th century.

Additional Resources
History of New Braunfels Texas: Unveiling the City's Rich Heritage

history of new braunfels texas is a captivating narrative that traces back to the early 19th century
when German immigrants sought new opportunities in the vast landscapes of Texas. Situated
strategically between San Antonio and Austin, New Braunfels has evolved from a humble settlement
into a vibrant city, reflecting a unique blend of German heritage and Texan culture. This article
delves deeply into the origins, development, and enduring cultural significance of New Braunfels,
shedding light on its historical trajectory and its role in shaping regional identity.

Founding and Early Settlement

The history of New Braunfels Texas begins with its establishment in 1845 by Prince Carl of Solms-



Braunfels, a German nobleman and commissioner of the Adelsverein, also known as the Society for
the Protection of German Immigrants in Texas. The Adelsverein aimed to facilitate German
immigration to Texas, which was then a republic striving to attract settlers to boost its economy and
secure its borders.

Prince Carl chose the area along the banks of the Guadalupe River for its fertile land and abundant
water resources, essential for agriculture and settlement sustainability. The first German
immigrants arrived in late December 1845, enduring harsh winter conditions and significant
hardships, including disease and limited supplies. Despite these challenges, the settlers laid the
foundations for a thriving community that would preserve German traditions while adapting to the
Texan environment.

Geographical Significance and Urban Layout

New Braunfels’s location was strategic for several reasons. Nestled in the Texas Hill Country, the
city enjoyed a temperate climate and access to natural resources. The Guadalupe River not only
provided water but also facilitated transportation and trade.

The city’s layout reflected German urban planning principles, characterized by a central town
square, known as the Marktplatz, surrounded by essential civic buildings and residences. This
design fostered a sense of community and organization, distinguishing New Braunfels from other
frontier towns that often developed haphazardly.

Cultural Heritage and German Influence

One of the most defining aspects of the history of New Braunfels Texas is its enduring German
cultural influence. The settlers brought with them language, customs, architectural styles, and
religious practices that continue to resonate in the city’s identity.

Language and Traditions

For decades, German was the dominant language in New Braunfels, spoken in homes, schools, and
churches. This linguistic heritage contributed to the city’s reputation as a bastion of German culture
in Texas. Traditional festivals such as Wurstfest, an annual sausage and beer festival, celebrate this
heritage and attract visitors from across the state and beyond, reinforcing the city’s unique cultural
footprint.

Architecture and Urban Development

The architectural landscape of New Braunfels reflects its German roots. Early buildings featured
half-timbered construction and steeply pitched roofs, reminiscent of styles common in central
Europe. Over time, these traditional designs blended with Texan influences, producing a distinctive
architectural character that balances historical preservation with modern development.



Economic Evolution and Demographic Changes

The economic history of New Braunfels has been shaped by its agricultural origins and subsequent
diversification. Initially reliant on farming and livestock, the city capitalized on its natural resources
and strategic location to evolve into a regional economic hub.

Agriculture and Industry

In the 19th century, settlers cultivated crops such as cotton, corn, and wheat, while also raising
cattle and horses. The presence of the Guadalupe River enabled small-scale milling and other water-
powered industries. As transportation infrastructure improved, including the arrival of the railroad
in the late 19th century, New Braunfels expanded its commercial activities, facilitating trade with
larger Texan cities.

Population Growth and Urbanization

New Braunfels experienced steady population growth throughout the 20th century, driven by
natural increase and migration. The city’s demographic profile diversified, with Anglo-Americans
and other ethnic groups integrating into the community. This diversification contributed to a more
complex social fabric while maintaining respect for the city’s German heritage.

Role in Texas History and Regional Identity

The history of New Braunfels Texas is intertwined with broader Texan history, particularly during
periods of conflict and state development.

Civil War and Reconstruction

During the Civil War, New Braunfels was a relatively peaceful area but contributed men to the
Confederate cause. The post-war Reconstruction period brought economic challenges but also
opportunities for modernization and social change.

Tourism and Preservation Efforts

In recent decades, New Braunfels has embraced its historical legacy as a tourist attraction.
Preservation of historic districts, museums, and cultural festivals has become a priority, fostering
economic growth through heritage tourism. Sites such as the Sophienburg Museum and Archives
provide valuable insights into the city’s Germanic past.



Modern-Day New Braunfels: Balancing Growth and
Heritage

Today, New Braunfels stands as one of Texas’s fastest-growing cities, with a population exceeding
90,000 as of the latest estimates. This growth presents both opportunities and challenges in
maintaining the delicate balance between development and preservation.

Urban Expansion and Infrastructure

The city has expanded beyond its original footprint, incorporating new residential and commercial
areas. Infrastructure investments aim to support this growth while ensuring quality of life for
residents. Efforts to integrate modern amenities with historic charm are evident in urban planning
and community initiatives.

Cultural Continuity and Community Engagement

Despite modernization, New Braunfels continues to celebrate its German roots through education,
arts, and public events. Community organizations play an active role in promoting cultural
awareness, making the history of New Braunfels Texas a living, evolving narrative rather than a
static relic.

Comparative Perspectives: New Braunfels Among Texas
German Settlements

When compared to other German settlements in Texas, such as Fredericksburg and Boerne, New
Braunfels stands out for its size, economic vitality, and cultural programming. While Fredericksburg
is renowned for its wineries and Boerne for its quaint downtown, New Braunfels offers a dynamic
combination of natural attractions like the Comal and Guadalupe Rivers, historical sites, and large-
scale community events.

Advantages of New Braunfels’s Historical Positioning

Proximity to major urban centers (San Antonio and Austin) facilitates economic integration.

Rich cultural calendar attracts tourism year-round.

Strong preservation ethic maintains historical integrity amid growth.



Challenges in Balancing Heritage and Development

Managing urban sprawl without compromising historic districts.

Ensuring affordable housing amid rising real estate demand.

Addressing infrastructure needs while preserving natural landscapes.

The history of New Braunfels Texas is a testament to the resilience and adaptability of its founders
and residents. From its origins as a German immigrant settlement to a modern city celebrated for its
cultural richness and economic vitality, New Braunfels exemplifies the complex interplay between
heritage and progress in the Texan landscape. As it continues to grow, the city faces the ongoing
task of honoring its past while embracing the future, a challenge that shapes its identity and
aspirations.
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  history of new braunfels texas: Ghosthunting San Antonio, Austin, and Texas Hill Country
Michael Varhola, 2015-09-08 Settled by Spanish explorers more than three centuries ago, San
Antonio has a rich haunted history. Ghosthunting San Antonio by local author Micharl Varhola
covers 30 haunted locations in or around the cities of San Antonio and Austin and throughout the
region known as Texas Hill Country. Each site combines history, haunted lore and phenomena, and
practical visitation information. The book is organized into four geographical sections, City of San
Antonio, Greater San Antonio, Austin, and Texas Hill Country. This hands-on guide also includes an
introduction to the subject of ghosthunting in the Lone Star State and all the information readers
need to visit the places described within it. It also has an appendix that briefly describes nearly 100
other haunted places. Sites covered include bridges, churches, colleges and universities, cemeteries
and graveyards, government buildings, historic sites, hotels, museums, parks, restaurants and bars,
and much more. They include the Crockett Hotel, built on the spot where David Crockett and the
final defenders of the Alamo are believed to have been slain; the Ghost Tracks, where spectral
children are known to move people's stopped cars and the Devil's Backbone, the haunted highway
that wends through the hills north of San Antonio.
  history of new braunfels texas: America's Changing Neighborhoods Reed Ueda, 2017-09-21 A
unique panoramic survey of ethnic groups throughout the United States that explores the diverse
communities in every region, state, and big city. Race, ethnicity, and immigrants' lives and identity:
these are all key topics that Americans need to study in order to fully understand U.S. culture,
society, politics, economics, and history. Learning about place through our own historical and
contemporary neighborhoods is an ideal way to better grasp the important role of race and ethnicity
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in the United States. This reference work comprehensively covers both historical and contemporary
ethnic and immigrant neighborhoods through A–Z entries that explore the places and people in
every major U.S. region and neighborhood. America's Changing Neighborhoods: An Exploration of
Diversity uniquely combines the history of ethnic groups with the history of communities, offering an
interdisciplinary examination of the nation's makeup. It gives readers perspective and insight into
ethnicity and race based on the geography of enclaves across the nation, in regions and in specific
cities or localized areas within a city. Among the entries are nearly 200 neighborhood biographies
that provide histories of local communities and their ethnic groups. Images, sidebars,
cross-references at the end of each entry, and cross-indexing of entries serve readers conducting
preliminary as well as in-depth research. The book's state-by-state entries also offer population data,
and an appendix of ancestry statistics from the U.S. Census Bureau details ethnic and racial
diversity.
  history of new braunfels texas: German Monuments in the Americas Hans A. Pohlsander,
2010 This book looks at the many transatlantic bonds which have linked and still link Germany and
the United States. German immigrants to the Americas brought with them a good deal of cultural
baggage. They cultivated their German heritage in their schools, churches, and clubs. They
expressed pride in this heritage by erecting monuments to Goethe or Schiller, Beethoven or Wagner,
Alexander von Humboldt or «Turnvater» Jahn. They claimed Friedrich Wilhelm von Steuben, Carl
Schurz, Gustave Koerner, and John A. Roebling as their own. But German-born or German-trained
sculptors did not limit themselves to German subjects. They also paid tribute to America by creating
sculptures of Benjamin Franklin, George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, and
others who occupy a place of honor in American history. While a few German monuments can be
found in Canada and in Latin America, the number of German monuments in the United States is
surprisingly large. These monuments illustrate the contribution - often overlooked or ignored - of the
German-American community to American society and American cultural life.
  history of new braunfels texas: A History of Texas and Texans Frank White Johnson, 1914
Vols. l and 3 are books; vols. 2, 4, 5 are microfiche.
  history of new braunfels texas: African Americans in Central Texas History Bruce A. Glasrud,
Deborah M. Liles, 2019-02-19 Bruce A. Glasrud and Deborah M. Liles have gathered over thirty
years of scholarship—articles, book excerpts, and new, original essays—to offer for the first time an
overview of the history of African Americans in Central Texas. From slavery and agriculture in the
nineteenth century to entrepreneurship and the struggle for civil rights in the twentieth century,
African Americans in Central Texas History: From Slavery to Civil Rights fills in the critical missing
pieces of an often-overlooked region in the state’s history. African Americans first entered Central
Texas with Spanish explorers, but few remained. White slave holders later brought black
residents—as slaves—to this region. With the end of the Civil War, slavery may have ended but the
brutalities of racial prejudice persisted. During Reconstruction, new attempts to ensure civil and
political rights were resisted through terror, racial violence, and systemic denial of justice. Well into
the twentieth century, segregation persisted, but years of individual and mobilized protest finally led
to significant reform. Organizations such as the NAACP provided vital support. Before efforts to
disenfranchise the black vote became successful, some politicians even courted black voters to
further their own political agendas. African Americans in Central Texas History is a rare source that
sheds light on the African American experience in the heart of the state.
  history of new braunfels texas: The History of Texas Wine Katherine Crain, Neil Crain,
2013-07-23 Sample the untold history of Texas’s wine industry in this book filled with fascinating
stories and photos. Spanish colonists may have come to Texas to spread Christianity, but under
visionary Father Fray Garcia, they stayed and raised grapes. Later immigrants brought their own
burgundy tastes of home, creating a unique wine country. When a North American pest threatened
European vines, it was Texan scientist T. V. Munson who helped save the industry overseas. When
Prohibition loomed stateside, Frank Qualia's Val Verde Winery in Del Rio survived by selling
communion wine—and it’s now the longest-operating bonded winery in the state. Today, tourists



flock to Texas vineyards, and the state sells more wine every year. Join local experts Kathy and Neil
Crain and sample the untold story of Texas's wine industry, a 350-year story that is still reaching its
savory peak.
  history of new braunfels texas: The Material Culture of German Texans Kenneth
Hafertepe, 2016-06-21 Winner, 2019 San Antonio Conservation Society Foundation Book Award,
sponsored by the San Antonio Conservation Society Foundation German immigrants of the
nineteenth century left a distinctive mark on the lifestyles and vernacular architecture of Texas. In
this first comprehensive survey of the art and artifacts of German Texans, Kenneth Hafertepe
explores how their material culture was influenced by their European roots, how it was adapted to
everyday life in Texas, and how it changed over time—at different rates in different communities.
The Material Culture of German Texans is about the struggle to become American while maintaining
a distinctive cultural identity drawn from German heritage. Including materials from rural, small
town, and urban settings, this masterful study covers pioneer generations in East Texas and the Hill
Country, but also follows the story into the Victorian era and the early twentieth century. Houses
and their furnishings, churches and cemeteries, breweries and businesses, and paintings and
engravings fill the pages of this thorough, informative, and richly illustrated volume. Recent decades
have seen a sharp increase of the study of vernacular architecture (which can range from traditional
building to ethnic expressions to landscape ensembles) and an intensified study of American
furniture and other decorative arts. Incorporating these vernacular and decorative arts methods and
building on the works of cultural geographers, curators, and historians, The Material Culture of
German Texans offers a definitive contribution that will inform visitors to the region as well as those
who study its history and culture.
  history of new braunfels texas: Comanches, Captives, and Germans Daniel J. Gelo, C. B.
"Hoppy" Hopkins, Christopher J. Wickham, Bryden E. Moon, 2025-09-17 2025 Winner of the
Conservation Society of San Antonio Publication Award Around 1848 Wilhelm Friedrich, a young
German immigrant to Texas, completed three drawings that capture unique details of life on the
frontier. Friedrich’s sketches feature Comanches, Germans, a captive girl, a wagon train, the
landscape and wildlife of the Texas Hill Country, and dynamic scenes of cultural contact. Friedrich is
the only artist known to have produced contemporaneous images of a Comanche captive while still
in captivity. The authors use their expertise in Comanche culture, German immigration, art, and Hill
Country history to explore the many layers of meaning in Friedrich’s drawings. Who was Wilhelm
Friedrich? How did he come to Texas? What information does he pack into his drawing? How can we
understand his work—as art, as data about Comanche life and customs, and as a record of German
values and priorities in the New World? Who is the captive girl? And why is her portrayal important
today?
  history of new braunfels texas: Hill Country Backroads Laurie E. Jasinski, 2001 This book
tells an interesting story of the early backroads and scenic destinations, of drivers' struggles, and
traveling troubles.
  history of new braunfels texas: History Flows Here , 2019-10 A Celebration of the 175th
Anniversary of the Founding of New Braunfels, Texas
  history of new braunfels texas: Die deutsche Präsenz in den USA Josef Raab, Jan Wirrer,
2008 Whereas the cultural and political influence of the U.S. on Europe and Germany has been
researched extensively, the impact of more than 6 million German immigrants on U.S.-American
history and culture has received far less scholarly attention. Therefore this volume addresses a wide
range of areas in which a German presence has been manifesting itself in the U.S. for more than
three centuries. Among the disciplines involved in this broad analysis are linguistics, literary studies,
history, economics, musicology as well as media studies and cultural studies.
  history of new braunfels texas: The Magazine of American History with Notes and
Queries John Austin Stevens, Benjamin Franklin DeCosta, Henry Phelps Johnston, Martha Joanna
Lamb, Nathan Gillett Pond, 1888
  history of new braunfels texas: USA-TEXAS Mittlerer Westen Margit Brinke, Peter Kränzle,



2024-11-25 Am Wilden Westen fasziniert seit jeher die atemberaubende, endlose Weite der
Landschaft. Western-Romantik mit riesigen Viehherden oder BBQ-Abende und Country Music bilden
die perfekte Kulisse für einen authentischen Urlaub im Land der Cowboys und Indianer. Die
modernen Großstädte wie Dallas und Houston bieten spektakuläre Museen, gepflegte Restaurants,
interessante Shops und Nightlife. Die vierte Auflage des Iwanowski-Reiseführers
USA-Texas/Mittlerer Westen liefert alle nötigen Informationen für eine Erkundung auf eigene Faust:
Ein- bis dreiwöchige Rundreise-Vorschläge führen durch die Staaten Texas und Oklahoma sowie die
Great Plains (Oklahoma/Kansas) und die Region der Great Rivers Missouri/Mississippi. Alle Touren
kehren zum Ausgangspunkt zurück und lassen sich miteinander kombinieren und abwandeln. Die
schönste Reisezeit für eine Reise ist im Frühjahr und Herbst, für Städte ganzjährig. Mit Texas,
Oklahoma, Kansas, Minnesota, Nebraska, Missouri, Illinois, South und North Dakota sowie Iowa und
Wisconsin. Ideal für Mietwagen- & Wohnmobilfahrer Trendreiseziel, Schwerpunkt auf
Ranch-Tourismus mit vielen Adressangaben und Informationen Alle Detailkarten können per
QR-Code kostenfrei auf das Smartphone oder den Tablet-PC geladen werden
  history of new braunfels texas: German Immigrants in America Elizabeth Raum, 2008 You
have traveled a long way from Germany to make a new home in America. You are excited, but you
know your new life won't be easy. You are a German furniture maker hoping to help create a new
Germany in Texas in 1845, OR..., You are part of a German family settling in the Dakota Territory in
1887, OR..., You are a young German in search of new opportunities in Wisconsin in 1914. Book
jacket.
  history of new braunfels texas: Index of articles upon American local history... Appleton
Prentiss Clark Griffin, 1889
  history of new braunfels texas: Lone Star Steeples Pixie Christensen, 2016-06-14 In Lone Star
Steeples: Historic Places of Worship in Texas, Carl J. Christensen Jr. and Pixie Christensen present
sixty-five captivating and historically significant structures in exquisite watercolor illustrations
accompanied by brief summaries and convenient, handcrafted maps. Ranging from stately edifices of
brick and stone located in urban centers to more humble wood-frame chapels in rural surroundings,
the houses of faith shown in these pages have one important trait in common: They have all served
as centers of cultural identity, spiritual comfort, and public service to the communities in which they
arose. In their introduction, the Christensens write, “The journey behind Lone Star Steeples
crisscrossed the state along back roads, farm roads, and state highways. In these journeys and in the
stories that were told, certain patterns began to emerge: the pride of the people in building their
churches debt-free, the perseverance of the people who endured their beloved church being
destroyed by natural disaster once, twice, or even three times . . . the people’s recognition of the
church as their cultural foundation, their moral foundation, their social center.” As the Christensens
demonstrate, Texas is home to a remarkable diversity of people, and their places of worship reflect
and celebrate that diversity.
  history of new braunfels texas: Index of Articles Upon American Local History in
Historical Collections in the Boston Public Library Appleton Prentiss Clark Griffin, 1889
  history of new braunfels texas: Violence in the Hill Country Nicholas Keefauver Roland,
2021-02-09 In the nineteenth century, Texas’s advancing western frontier was the site of one of
America’s longest conflicts between white settlers and native peoples. The Texas Hill Country
functioned as a kind of borderland within the larger borderland of Texas itself, a vast and fluid area
where, during the Civil War, the slaveholding South and the nominally free-labor West collided. As in
many borderlands, Nicholas Roland argues, the Hill Country was marked by violence, as one set of
peoples, states, and systems eventually displaced others. In this painstakingly researched book,
Roland analyzes patterns of violence in the Texas Hill Country to examine the cultural and political
priorities of white settlers and their interaction with the century-defining process of national
integration and state-building in the Civil War era. He traces the role of violence in the region from
the eve of the Civil War, through secession and the Indian wars, and into Reconstruction. Revealing
a bitter history of warfare, criminality, divided communities, political violence, vengeance killings,



and economic struggle, Roland positions the Texas Hill Country as emblematic of the Southwest of
its time.
  history of new braunfels texas: The Magazine of American History , 1888
  history of new braunfels texas: Twilight of the Texas Democrats Kenneth Bridges, 2008 In
1978, Republican William P. Clements won the race for governor of the Lone Star State, marking the
start of an interlude of two-party competition in the state. Eventually, Republican ascendancy would
once again make Texas a safe place for a single party--but not the party that had dominated the state
since the end of Reconstruction. At the time, observers asked whether the election of a Republican
governor was a mere flash in the pan. For the previous twenty years, other races, at every level from
national to local, had made inroads into Democratic strongholds, but that party's dominance by and
large had held. In 1978, the situation changed. Now, historian Kenneth Bridges--drawing on polling
data, newspaper reports, archival sources, and extensive interviews--both confirms the significance
of the election and explains the many and complex forces at work in it. He analyzes a wide range of
factors that includes the disaffection among Mexican American voters fanned by La Raza Unida,
miscalculations by Democrat John Hill and his campaign staff, the superior polling techniques used
by Clements, the unpopularity of the Democratic president, Jimmy Carter, the changing
demographics of the state, and the unprecedented spending by the Clements team. In the process,
Bridges describes not an ideological realignment among Texas voters, but a partisan one. Twilight of
the Texas Democrats illuminates our understanding of both political science and regional history.
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