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David Foster Wallace Infinite Jest: A Deep Dive into a Literary Masterpiece

david foster wallace infinite jest is more than just a novel; it’s a sprawling, complex
work that has captivated readers and critics alike since its publication in 1996. Known for its
intricate narrative, satirical wit, and profound philosophical undertones, Infinite Jest has
cemented itself as one of the most influential pieces of contemporary American literature.
Whether you’re encountering it for the first time or revisiting its dense pages,
understanding the layers within David Foster Wallace’s magnum opus can be both
challenging and rewarding.

Understanding the Scope of David Foster Wallace
Infinite Jest

Infinite Jest is famously labyrinthine, weaving together numerous characters, timelines, and
themes across nearly a thousand pages. At its core, the novel explores addiction,
entertainment, and the pursuit of happiness in a near-future America. The book’s setting, a
semi-dystopian world where the U.S., Canada, and Mexico have formed a superstate called
the Organization of North American Nations (O.N.A.N.), provides a backdrop for exploring
how media and technology influence human behavior.

What makes Infinite Jest stand out is Wallace’s ability to blend humor with tragedy, often
within the same paragraph. The novel’s unique style—marked by lengthy sentences,
extensive footnotes, and nonlinear storytelling—requires active engagement. This
complexity has led many readers to approach the book as a puzzle to be solved, rewarding
those willing to dive deep into its intricate structure.

The Narrative Structure and Footnotes

One of the most distinctive features of Infinite Jest is its extensive use of footnotes. These
aren’t mere references but integral parts of the story that offer background information,
character insights, or even subplots. This style challenges traditional reading habits and
invites readers to engage with the text on multiple levels.

The narrative itself is non-linear, shifting between various perspectives and timelines
without explicit markers. This approach mirrors the fragmented way in which addiction and
recovery, two central themes, impact human experience. By immersing readers in this
fractured storytelling, Wallace effectively conveys the chaos and complexity of his
characters’ inner lives.



Key Themes in David Foster Wallace’s Infinite
Jest

David Foster Wallace Infinite Jest tackles numerous themes that resonate deeply with
contemporary society. Among these, addiction and entertainment stand out as particularly
poignant.

Addiction and Human Desire

At its core, Infinite Jest is a meditation on addiction—not just to substances like drugs and
alcohol but also to entertainment, success, and approval. The novel’s title itself refers to a
fictional film so entertaining that viewers lose interest in anything else, ultimately leading
to their downfall. This concept serves as a metaphor for the ways in which people seek
escape from pain or dissatisfaction, often to their detriment.

Wallace portrays addiction with a nuanced understanding, showing it as both a deeply
personal struggle and a societal epidemic. Characters wrestle with their compulsions,
highlighting the tension between free will and dependency. This exploration invites readers
to reflect on their own habits and the cultural forces that shape them.

The Role of Entertainment and Media

Infinite Jest also critiques the pervasive influence of entertainment in modern life. The novel
suggests that an overreliance on media for pleasure and distraction can erode genuine
human connection and self-awareness. Through the dystopian setting and the deadly
“Entertainment” film, Wallace questions the cost of constant stimulation and instant
gratification.

This theme remains incredibly relevant in today’s digital age, where streaming services,
social media, and endless content compete for our attention. Infinite Jest prompts readers
to consider how entertainment shapes identity and whether it ultimately liberates or
enslaves us.

Characters and Settings: A Closer Look

The novel features a vast cast of characters, each contributing to the rich tapestry of the
story. Two primary settings anchor the narrative: the Enfield Tennis Academy (ETA) and the
Ennet House Drug and Alcohol Recovery House.

The Enfield Tennis Academy



ETA is a prestigious institution where young athletes train rigorously under the watchful eye
of their mentors. The academy represents discipline, ambition, and the pressure to
succeed. However, beneath this surface lies a world of personal struggles and hidden
insecurities. Characters such as Hal Incandenza, a tennis prodigy and one of the novel’s
central figures, grapple with identity, communication, and substance use.

This setting allows Wallace to explore themes of performance and competition, not only in
sports but in life itself. The academy’s intense environment serves as a microcosm for
broader societal expectations and the cost of excellence.

Ennet House Recovery

In contrast, Ennet House offers a raw, intimate look at addiction and recovery. The
residents’ stories reveal the complexities of healing and relapse, underscoring the
emotional and psychological challenges faced by those struggling with dependency.
Through characters like Don Gately, a former addict turned counselor, Wallace humanizes
addiction, portraying both its devastation and the possibility of redemption.

The juxtaposition of these two settings creates a dynamic narrative tension, highlighting
different facets of human experience and the search for meaning.

Why David Foster Wallace Infinite Jest Remains
Relevant

Despite being over two decades old, Infinite Jest continues to resonate with readers and
scholars. Its exploration of addiction, media saturation, and the quest for authenticity
speaks directly to contemporary concerns. The novel’s ambitious scope and innovative
style have influenced countless writers and sparked ongoing discussions about literature’s
role in society.

For readers willing to engage with its challenges, Infinite Jest offers profound insights into
the human condition. It’s a novel that demands patience and reflection, but its rewards are
substantial—a richer understanding of ourselves and the world we inhabit.

Tips for Reading Infinite Jest

Approaching Infinite Jest can be intimidating, but several strategies can enhance the
experience:

Take your time: Don’t rush. The novel’s complexity requires slow, thoughtful
reading.

Use the footnotes: They’re essential to the story, so don’t skip them.



Keep notes: Tracking characters and timelines can help maintain clarity.

Discuss with others: Joining a reading group or online forum can offer new
perspectives.

Embrace ambiguity: Not everything is neatly resolved, reflecting real life’s
uncertainties.

These tips can transform Infinite Jest from a daunting challenge into an enriching literary
journey.

David Foster Wallace’s Infinite Jest is a work that defies easy categorization. It’s at once a
satire, a tragedy, and a philosophical inquiry, inviting readers into a world that mirrors our
own in its complexity and contradictions. For those willing to engage deeply, it remains a
landmark achievement in modern literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of David Foster Wallace's
Infinite Jest?
The central theme of Infinite Jest revolves around addiction, entertainment, and the search
for meaning in a fragmented, media-saturated society. The novel explores how individuals
cope with pain and loneliness through various forms of escapism.

Why is Infinite Jest considered a challenging read?
Infinite Jest is considered challenging due to its non-linear narrative, extensive use of
footnotes, large cast of characters, and complex, layered prose. The novel demands careful
attention and often requires readers to piece together information from disparate parts of
the text.

How does David Foster Wallace use footnotes in Infinite
Jest?
Wallace uses footnotes extensively to provide additional context, background information,
character details, and subplots. These footnotes create a multi-dimensional reading
experience, reflecting the novel's complexity and the interconnectedness of its themes.

What role does the fictional film 'Infinite Jest' play
within the novel?
The fictional film 'Infinite Jest' is a lethally entertaining movie that captivates viewers to the
point of incapacitation. It symbolizes the dangers of addictive entertainment and is central
to the novel’s exploration of obsession, control, and the impact of media on individuals and



society.

How does Infinite Jest address the concept of addiction?
Infinite Jest portrays addiction in various forms, including substance abuse, entertainment,
and behavioral compulsions. It examines how addiction affects individuals psychologically
and socially, highlighting the struggles of rehabilitation and the human desire for
connection and relief from suffering.

What is the significance of the setting at the Enfield
Tennis Academy in Infinite Jest?
The Enfield Tennis Academy serves as a microcosm for competition, discipline, and the
pursuit of excellence, contrasting with the novel’s darker themes of addiction and despair.
It reflects the pressures faced by individuals to perform and the ways in which such
pressures can contribute to personal and social dysfunction.

Additional Resources
David Foster Wallace Infinite Jest: A Deep Dive into a Postmodern Masterpiece

david foster wallace infinite jest stands as a towering achievement in contemporary
American literature, captivating readers and critics alike with its intricate narrative,
sprawling themes, and distinctive style. Since its publication in 1996, Infinite Jest has
carved out a unique place within the literary canon, often hailed as a challenging yet
rewarding experience that reflects the complexities of modern life. This article explores the
novel’s structure, themes, and cultural impact while analyzing why David Foster Wallace’s
magnum opus remains a subject of ongoing discussion and academic inquiry.

Understanding the Complexity of Infinite Jest

Infinite Jest is a voluminous novel, exceeding 1,000 pages in most editions, and is renowned
for its nonlinear narrative and extensive use of endnotes—some of which are longer than
standard chapters. These stylistic choices underscore the novel’s postmodern aesthetics,
inviting readers to engage with the text actively rather than passively. The story weaves
together multiple plotlines centered around the Incandenza family, the Ennet House drug
rehabilitation center, and a mysterious, lethally entertaining film cartridge known as
“Infinite Jest.”

David Foster Wallace’s Infinite Jest challenges traditional storytelling conventions, blending
genres such as satire, tragedy, and science fiction. The novel is set in an ambiguous near-
future North America where the United States, Canada, and Mexico have merged into a
political entity called the Organization of North American Nations (O.N.A.N.). This dystopian
backdrop provides fertile ground for exploring themes of addiction, entertainment, and the
search for meaning in a media-saturated society.



Structure and Narrative Technique

One of the defining features of Infinite Jest is its fragmented structure. The novel’s
nonlinear timeline disrupts chronological expectations, often requiring readers to piece
together events from disparate sections. This technique mirrors the complexity of the
characters’ experiences, particularly their struggles with memory, identity, and addiction.

The use of endnotes—388 in total—adds another layer of depth and complexity. These
notes range from supplementary character backstories to detailed expositions on various
topics, such as the mechanics of wheelchair technology or the history of tennis. Far from
mere appendices, the endnotes function as an integral part of the narrative, demanding a
high level of engagement and often blurring the boundary between main text and
commentary.

Major Themes in David Foster Wallace’s Infinite
Jest

At its core, Infinite Jest is an examination of addiction and compulsive behavior. The novel’s
depiction of substance abuse—whether drugs, alcohol, or entertainment itself—serves as a
commentary on the human desire for escape and the consequences of excess. The title
itself refers to an enigmatic film that is so entertaining viewers become incapacitated,
illustrating the potentially destructive power of media consumption.

Addiction and Recovery

The Ennet House Recovery Center is a central setting in the novel, representing a
microcosm of the broader societal struggles with dependence. Through detailed portrayals
of characters’ journeys through addiction and rehabilitation, Wallace delves into the
psychological and social dimensions of dependency. These narratives avoid simplistic
moralizing; instead, they portray addiction as a complex, multifaceted phenomenon that
defies easy categorization.

Entertainment and Media Saturation

Infinite Jest explores the paradoxical nature of entertainment as both a source of pleasure
and a form of entrapment. The novel’s dystopian future is one where entertainment has
become weaponized, epitomized by the lethally addictive film “Infinite Jest.” This concept
anticipates contemporary concerns about screen addiction and the impact of digital media
on attention spans and mental health.



Family and Identity

The Incandenza family’s dynamics provide a rich vein for examining themes of identity,
expectation, and emotional isolation. The family’s involvement in tennis, filmmaking, and
academia reflects the pressures of achievement and the search for personal fulfillment.
David Foster Wallace uses these relationships to explore how individuals grapple with
internal and external demands, often leading to profound loneliness and existential
questioning.

Comparisons and Literary Significance

Infinite Jest is frequently compared to other complex, ambitious novels such as Thomas
Pynchon’s Gravity’s Rainbow and James Joyce’s Ulysses. Like these works, Wallace’s novel
pushes the boundaries of narrative form and linguistic experimentation. However, Infinite
Jest distinguishes itself through its unique blend of humor, emotional depth, and social
critique.

In terms of influence, the novel has impacted a generation of writers and academics
interested in postmodern literature, contemporary culture, and the psychology of addiction.
Its dense prose and multifaceted storytelling have made it a staple in university courses
and literary circles, though its difficulty also means it can be polarizing among readers.

Pros and Cons of Engaging with Infinite Jest

Pros: Provides a richly layered exploration of relevant social issues; innovative
narrative techniques; profound emotional and intellectual engagement; strong cultural
and academic significance.

Cons: Length and complexity can be intimidating; nonlinear narrative may frustrate
some readers; extensive footnotes require patience and dedication.

The Enduring Legacy of David Foster Wallace’s
Masterwork

More than two decades after its release, Infinite Jest continues to resonate with readers and
scholars. Its foresight into the challenges posed by media saturation and addiction has
proven prescient in the digital age. Furthermore, Wallace’s empathetic portrayal of human
frailty and resilience offers a nuanced perspective often missing in contemporary discourse.

The novel’s persistent relevance and the ongoing debates it sparks demonstrate its
importance as a work that not only reflects the anxieties of its time but also anticipates



future cultural trajectories. David Foster Wallace’s Infinite Jest remains a demanding yet
invaluable literary experience that rewards careful study and reflection.

David Foster Wallace Infinite Jest
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schiere Umfang, sondern vor allem die sprachliche Kreativität, die ungeheure Themenvielfalt, die
treffsichere Gesellschaftskritik, scharfe Analyse sowie der Humor machen den Roman zum
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Übersetzung gearbeitet, und seine kongeniale Übertragung ins Deutsche wurde mit zahlreichen
Preisen ausgezeichnet.
  david foster wallace infinite jest: David Foster Wallace's Infinite Jest Stephen J. Burn,
2012-04-19 Infinite Jest has been hailed as one the great modern American novels and its author,
David Foster Wallace, who committed suicide in 2008, as one of the most influential and innovative
authors of the past 20 years. Don DeLillo called Infinite Jest a three-stage rocket to the future, a
work equal to the huge, babbling spin-out sweep of contemporary life, while Time Magazine
included Infinite Jest on its list of 100 Greatest Novels published between 1923-2006. David Foster
Wallace's Infinite Jest: A Reader's Guide was the first book to be published on the novel and is a key
reference for those who wish to explore further. Infinite Jest has become an exemplar for difficulty in
contemporary Fiction-its 1,079 pages full of verbal invention, oblique narration, and a scattered,
nonlinear, chronology. In this comprehensively revised second edition, Burn maps Wallace's
influence on contemporary American fiction, outlines Wallace's poetics, and provides a full-length
study of the novel, drawing out the most important themes and ideas, before surveying Wallace's
post-Infinite Jest output, including The Pale King.
  david foster wallace infinite jest: Elegant Complexity Greg Carlisle, 2007 Elegant Complexity
is the first critical work to provide detailed and thorough commentary on each of the 192 sections of
David Foster Wallace's masterful Infinite Jest. No other commentary on Infinite Jest recognizes that
Wallace clearly divided the book into 28 chapters that are thematically unified. A chronology at the
end of the study reorders each section of the novel into a sequential timeline that orients the reader
and that could be used to support a chronological reading of the novel. Other helpful reference
materials include a thematic outline, more chronologies, a map of one the novel's settings, lists of
characters grouped by association, and an indexed list of references. Elegant Complexity orients the
reader at the beginning of each section and keeps commentary separate for those readers who only
want orientation. The researcher looking for specific characters or themes is provided a key at the
beginning of each commentary. Carlisle explains the novel's complex plot threads (and
discrepancies) with expert insight and clear commentary. The book is 99% spoiler-free for first-time
readers of Infinite Jest.--Publisher's website.
  david foster wallace infinite jest: Infinite Jest David Foster Wallace, 2007 Somewhere in the
not-so-distant future the residents of Ennet House, a Boston halfway house for recovering addicts,
and students at the nearby Enfield Tennis Academy are ensnared in the search for the master copy
of INFINITE JEST, a movie said to be so dangerously entertaining its viewers become entranced and
expire in a state of catatonic bliss . . . 'Wallace's exuberance and intellectual impishness are a
delight, and he has deep things to say about the hollowness of contemporary American pleasure . . .
sentences and whole pages are marvels of cosmic concentration . . . Wallace is a superb comedian of
culture' James Wood, GUARDIAN
  david foster wallace infinite jest: The Narrative Game: The Reading of David Foster
Wallace's Infinite Jest as Play Rainer Holl, 2013-05-23 In 1996, David Foster Wallace published
his second major novel 'Infinite Jest' that changed not only our understanding of what literature can
do but, also the way we read literature. Despite its age, the book has not lost a single bit of its
fascination, its actuality, and its academic appeal. With its hundreds of characters, thousands of
pages, hundreds of endnotes and myriads of different perspectives, sub-plots, and narrative
digressions, 'Infinite Jest' was, and still is, an extraordinary challenge for its readers as well as
literary critics. One interesting question related to Wallace's work is to what extent readers are able
to establish, and defend their own way of approaching literature, their natural reading habits, their
personal boundaries, and their 'readerly authority' that are challenged by their discourse with the
book. The author shows in how far the reader of 'Infinite Jest' has to get involved in this work of



play, how it affects the way they read the book, and how the idiosyncratic reading experience finally
becomes an integral part of the whole book itself.
  david foster wallace infinite jest: David Foster Wallace's Infinite Jest, Second Edition , Span
style=font-style: italic;Infinite Jest has been hailed as one the great modern American novels and its
author, David Foster Wallace, who committed suicide in 2008, as one of the most influential and
innovative authors of the past 20 years. Don DeLillo calledspan style=font-style: italic; Infinite Jest a
three-stage rocket to the future, a work equal to the huge, babbling spin-out sweep of contemporary
life, while span style=font-style: italic;Time Magazine included span style=font-style: italic;Infinite
Jest on its list of 100 Greatest Novels published between 1923-2006. span style=font-style:
italic;David Foster Wallace's Infinite Jestspan style=font-style: italic;: A Reader's Guide was the first
book to be published on the novel and is a key reference for those who wish to explore further. span
style=font-style: italic;Infinite Jest has become an exemplar for difficulty in contemporary Fiction-its
1,079 pages full of verbal invention, oblique narration, and a scattered, nonlinear, chronology. In
this comprehensively revised second edition, Burn maps Wallace's influence on contemporary
American fiction, outlines Wallace's poetics, and provides a full-length study of the novel, drawing
out the most important themes and ideas, before surveying Wallace's post-span style=font-style:
italic;Infinite Jest output, including span style=font-style: italic;The Pale King.
  david foster wallace infinite jest: David Foster Wallace and "The Long Thing" Marshall
Boswell, 2014-07-31 Of the twelve books David Foster Wallace published both during his lifetime
and posthumously, only three were novels. Nevertheless, Wallace always thought of himself
primarily as a novelist. From his college years at Amherst, when he wrote his first novel as part of a
creative honors thesis, to his final days, Wallace was buried in a novel project, which he often
referred to as the Long Thing. Meanwhile, the short stories and journalistic assignments he worked
on during those years he characterized as playing hooky from a certain Larger Thing. Wallace was
also a specific kind of novelist, devoted to producing a specific kind of novel, namely the omnivorous,
culture-consuming encyclopedic novel, as described in 1976 by Edward Mendelson in a
ground-breaking essay on Thomas Pynchon's Gravity's Rainbow. David Foster Wallace and The Long
Thing is a state-of-the art guide through Wallace's three major works, including the
generation-defining Infinite Jest. These essays provide fresh new readings of each of Wallace's
novels as well as thematic essays that trace out patterns and connections across the three works.
Most importantly, the collection includes six chapters on Wallace's unfinished novel, The Pale King,
which will prove to be foundational for future scholars of this important text.
  david foster wallace infinite jest: Wallace’s Dialects Mary Shapiro, 2020-05-14 Mary
Shapiro explores the use of regional and ethnic dialects in the works of David Foster Wallace, not
just as a device used to add realism to dialogue, but as a vehicle for important social commentary
about the role language plays in our daily lives, how we express personal identity, and how we
navigate social relationships. Wallace's Dialects straddles the fields of linguistic criticism and folk
linguistics, considering which linguistic variables of Jewish-American English, African-American
English, Midwestern, Southern, and Boston regional dialects were salient enough for Wallace to
represent, and how he showed the intersectionality of these with gender and social class. Wallace's
own use of language is examined with respect to how it encodes his identity as a white, male,
economically privileged Midwesterner, while also foregrounding characteristic and distinctive
idiolect features that allowed him to connect to readers across implied social boundaries.
  david foster wallace infinite jest: New Media and the Transformation of Postmodern
American Literature Casey Michael Henry, 2019-02-07 How has American literature after
postmodernism responded to the digital age? Drawing on insights from contemporary media theory,
this is the first book to explore the explosion of new media technologies as an animating context for
contemporary American literature. Casey Michael Henry examines the intertwining histories of new
media forms since the 1970s and literary postmodernism and its aftermath, from William Gaddis's J
R and Bret Easton Ellis's American Psycho through to David Foster Wallace's Infinite Jest. Through
these histories, the book charts the ways in which print-based postmodern writing at first resisted



new mass media forms and ultimately came to respond to them.
  david foster wallace infinite jest: Do You Feel it Too? Nicoline Timmer, 2010 Do You Feel It
Too? explores a new sense of self that is becoming manifest in experimental fiction written by a
generation of authors who can be considered the 'heirs' of the postmodern tradition. It offers a
precise, in-depth analysis of a new, post-postmodern direction in fiction writing, and highlights
which aspects are most acute in the post-postmodern novel. Most notable is the emphatic expression
of feelings and sentiments and a drive toward inter-subjective connection and communication. The
self that is presented in these post-postmodern works of fiction can best be characterized as
relational. To analyze this new sense of self, a new interpretational method is introduced that offers
a sophisticated approach to fictional selves combining the insights of post-classical narratology and
what is called 'narrative psychology'. Close analyses of three contemporary experimental texts -
Infinite Jest (1996) by David Foster Wallace, A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius (2000) by
Dave Eggers, and House of Leaves (2000) by Mark Danielewski - provide insight into the typical
problems that the self experiences in postmodern cultural contexts. Three such problems or
'symptoms' are singled out and analyzed in depth: an inability to choose because of a lack of
decision-making tools; a difficulty to situate or appropriate feelings; and a structural need for a 'we'
(a desire for connectivity and sociality). The critique that can be distilled from these texts, especially
on the perceived solipsistic quality of postmodern experience worlds, runs parallel to developments
in recent critical theory. These developments, in fiction and theory both, signal, in the wake of
poststructural conceptions of subjectivity, a perhaps much awaited 'turn to the human' in our culture
at large today.
  david foster wallace infinite jest: The Cambridge Companion to David Foster Wallace
Ralph Clare, 2018-09-20 Best known for his masterpiece Infinite Jest, David Foster Wallace
re-invented fiction and non-fiction for a generation with his groundbreaking and original work.
Wallace's desire to blend formal innovation and self-reflexivity with the communicative and
restorative function of literature resulted in works that appeal as much to a reader's intellect as they
do emotion. As such, few writers in recent memory have quite matched his work's intense critical
and popular impact. The essays in this Companion, written by top Wallace scholars, offer a historical
and cultural context for grasping Wallace's significance, provide rigorous individual readings of each
of his major works, whether story collections, non-fiction, or novels, and address the key themes and
concerns of these works, including aesthetics, politics, religion and spirituality, race, and
post-humanism. This wide-ranging volume is a necessary resource for understanding an author now
widely regarded as one of the most influential and important of his time.
  david foster wallace infinite jest: Dystopian States of America Matthew B. Hill, 2022-09-13
Dystopian States of America is a crucial resource that studies the impact of dystopian works on
American society-including ways in which they reflect our deep and persistent fears about
environmental calamities, authoritarian governments, invasive technologies, and human weakness.
Dystopian States of America provides students and researchers with an illuminating resource for
understanding the impact and relevance of dystopian and apocalyptic works in contemporary
American culture. Through its wide survey of dystopian works in numerous forms and genres, the
book encourages readers to connect with these works of fiction and understand how the
catastrophically grim or disquieting worlds they portray offer insights into our own current situation.
In addition to providing more than 150 encyclopedia articles on a large and representative sample of
dystopian/apocalyptic narratives in fiction, film, television, and video games (including popular
works that often escape critical inquiry), Dystopian States of America features a suite of critical
essays on five themes-war, pandemics, totalitarianism, environmental calamity, and technological
overreach-that serve as the foundation for most dystopian worlds of the imagination. These offerings
complement one another, enabling readers to explore dystopian conceptions of America and the
world from multiple perspectives and vantage points.
  david foster wallace infinite jest: Mathematics in Postmodern American Fiction Stuart J.
Taylor, 2024-04-23 This book delivers an innovative critical approach to better understand U.S.



fiction of the information age, and argues that in the last eighty years, fiction has become
increasingly concerned with its representations of mathematical ideas, images, and practices. In so
doing, this book provides a fuller, transnational account of the place of mathematics in
understanding mathematically informed novels. Literature and science studies have acknowledged
and situated historical points of cultural crossover; by emphasising mathematics within this larger
intellectual context – and not as an unlikely and alien adjunct to post-war culture – this monograph
clarifies how mathematically informed postmodern fictions work in a cognate fashion to other fields
undergoing structuralist revolutions. This is especially evident in fiction by the key,
mathematically-literate Postmodern authors upon whom this study focuses, namely, Thomas
Pynchon, Don DeLillo, and David Foster Wallace, through which recent the technological
revolutions, facilitated by mathematics, manifest in cultural discourse.
  david foster wallace infinite jest: Postmodern Literature and Race Len Platt, Sara
Upstone, 2015-02-19 Postmodernism and Race explores the question of how dramatic shifts in
conceptions of race in the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries have been addressed by
writers at the cutting edge of equally dramatic transformations of literary form. An opening section
engages with the broad question of how the geographical and political positioning of experimental
writing informs its contribution to racial discourses, while later segments focus on central critical
domains within this field: race and performativity, race and the contemporary nation, and postracial
futures. With essays on a wide range of contemporary writers, including Bernadine Evaristo,
Alasdair Gray, Jhumpa Lahiri, Andrea Levy, and Don DeLillo, this volume makes an important
contribution to our understanding of the politics and aesthetics of contemporary writing.
  david foster wallace infinite jest: Global Conversations in Literacy Research Peggy
Albers, 2017-11-22 In this volume, renowned literacy and language education scholars who have
shaped policy and practice aimed toward social justice and equity address current intellectual and
practical issues in the teaching of literacy in classrooms and educational environments across
diverse and international settings. Drawn from talks that were presented live and hosted by Global
Conversations in Literacy Research (GCLR), an online open-access critical literacy project, this book
provides access, in edited written form, to these scholars’ critically and historically situated talks.
Bringing together talks on diverse topics—including digital and media literacy, video games, critical
literacy, and ESOL—Albers preserves the scholars’ critical discourses to engage readers in the
conversation. Offering a broad and expansive understanding of what literacy has to offer for
scholars, teachers, and students, this book demonstrates the importance of positioning literacy as a
social practice and brings critical literacy to a global audience.
  david foster wallace infinite jest: Maximalism in Contemporary American Literature Nick
Levey, 2016-11-18 This book begins a new and foundational discussion of maximalism by
investigating how the treatment of detail in contemporary literature impels readers to navigate,
tolerate, and enrich the cultural landscape of postindustrial America. It studies the maximalist
novels of David Foster Wallace, Nicholson Baker, Thomas Pynchon, and others, considering how
overly-detailed writing serves the institutional, emotional, and intellectual needs of contemporary
readers and writers. The book argues that maximalist novels not only exceed perceived limits of
style, subject matter, and scope, but strive to remake the usefulness of books in contemporary
culture, refreshing the act of reading. Levey shows that while these novels are preoccupied with
detail and description, they are relatively unconcerned with the traditional goals of representation.
Instead, they use detail to communicate particular values and fantasies of intelligence, enthusiasm,
and ability attached to the management of complex and excessive information. Whether
reinvigorating the banal and trivial in mainstream culture, or soothing anxieties of human
insufficiency in the age of automation and the internet, these texts model significant abilities, rather
than just objects of significance, and encourage readers to develop habits of reading that
complement the demands of an increasingly detailed culture. Drawing upon a diverse range of
theoretical schools and cultural texts, including Thing Theory, Marxism, New Formalism, playlists,
blogs, and archival manuscripts, the book proposes a new understanding of maximalist writing and a



new way of approaching the usefulness of literary objects in contemporary culture.
  david foster wallace infinite jest: New Sincerity Adam Kelly, 2024-10-08 The years 1989–2008
were an era of neoliberal hegemony in US politics, economy, and culture. Post*45 scholar Adam
Kelly argues that American novelists who began their careers during these years—specifically the
post-baby boom generation of writers born between the late 1950s and early 1970s—responded to
the times by developing in their fiction an aesthetics of sincerity. How, and in what way, these
writers ask, can you mean what you say, and avow what you feel, when what you say and feel can be
bought and sold on the market? What is authentic art in a historical moment when the artist has
become a model for neoliberal subjectivity rather than its negation? Through six chapters focused on
key writers of the period—including Susan Choi, Helen DeWitt, Jennifer Egan, Dave Eggers, George
Saunders, Dana Spiotta, Colson Whitehead, and David Foster Wallace—the book explores these
central questions while intervening critically in a set of debates in contemporary literary studies
concerning aesthetics, economy, gender, race, class, and politics. Offering the capstone articulation
of a set of influential arguments made by the author over a decade and more, New Sincerity
constitutes a field-defining account of a period that is simultaneously recent and historically bound,
and of a generation of writers who continue to shape the literary landscape of the present.
  david foster wallace infinite jest: Pop Goes the Decade Kevin L. Ferguson, 2019-09-03
Popular culture in the 1990s often primarily reflected millennial catastrophic anxieties. The world
was tightening, speeding up, and becoming more dangerous and dangerously connected. Surely it
was only a matter of time before it all came crashing down. Pop Goes the Decade: The Nineties
explains the American 1990s for all readers. The book strives to be widely representative of 1990s
culture, including the more obvious nostalgic versions of the decade as well as focused discussions
of representations of minority populations during the decade that are often overlooked. This book
covers a wide variety of topics to show the decade in its richness: music, television, film, literature,
sports, technology, and more. It includes an introductory timeline and background section, followed
by a lengthy Exploring Popular Culture section, and concludes with a brief series of essays further
contextualizing the controversial and influential aspects of the decade. This organization allows
readers both a wide exposure to the variety of experiences from the decade as well as a more
focused approach to aspects of the 1990s that are still resonant today.
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