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Watchtower Bible and Tract Society New York: Exploring Its Legacy and Influence

watchtower bible and tract society new york holds a significant place in the history of
religious publishing and organization, especially within the context of Jehovah’s Witnesses.
This entity has been pivotal in disseminating religious literature worldwide, shaping beliefs,
and organizing the activities of millions of adherents. If you’ve ever wondered about the
origins, functions, and impact of the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society in New York, this
article will guide you through its history, organizational role, and the broader significance it
holds today.

Understanding the Watchtower Bible and Tract
Society New York

The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New York, Inc., often simply referred to as the
Watchtower Society, is the primary legal and publishing organization used by Jehovah’s
Witnesses. Founded in the late 19th century, this society began as a small publishing house
and evolved into a complex worldwide organization responsible for producing religious
materials, organizing missionary work, and coordinating the activities of Jehovah’s
Witnesses globally.

Historical Background and Founding

The origins of the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society trace back to 1881 when Charles
Taze Russell, a religious leader and Bible student, established the society to publish his
religious writings. Initially, it was a modest effort to spread Bible-based literature, including
the influential magazine “The Watchtower,” which remains a central publication for
Jehovah’s Witnesses today. Headquartered originally in Pennsylvania, it later relocated to
Brooklyn, New York, where it expanded its operations significantly.

Over the decades, the society grew alongside the increasing number of followers who
identified as Bible Students and eventually Jehovah’s Witnesses. The New York-based
Watchtower Society became the organizational heart of the movement, handling
everything from literature distribution to legal affairs.

The Role and Function of the Watchtower Bible
and Tract Society New York

The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society New York serves multiple roles that are essential to



the structure and function of Jehovah’s Witnesses worldwide. Understanding these roles
sheds light on how this organization supports the religious community it serves.

Publishing and Distribution

One of the core functions of the Watchtower Society is the publication of religious literature.
This includes:

The Watchtower and Awake! magazines: These periodicals provide Bible
teachings, interpretations, and guidance on living according to Jehovah’s Witness
beliefs.

Books and brochures: Covering a wide range of topics such as Bible prophecy,
Christian living, and family values.

Translation efforts: The society has made massive strides in translating its
literature into hundreds of languages, making its message accessible to people
worldwide.

The society’s publishing efforts are supported by a vast network of volunteers who help
distribute literature during door-to-door ministry and at Kingdom Halls.

Organizational Headquarters and Legal Entity

Beyond publishing, the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society New York functions as a legal
entity that manages properties, intellectual property rights, and the overall administrative
framework for Jehovah’s Witnesses. This includes:

Ownership and management of Kingdom Halls and assembly halls.

Handling legal issues and representing Jehovah’s Witnesses in court cases.

Coordinating global conventions and training programs for members.

Its role as the administrative backbone ensures that the religious activities of Jehovah’s
Witnesses remain organized and consistent worldwide.

Significance of the Watchtower Bible and Tract



Society New York in the Broader Religious
Landscape

The Watchtower Society’s influence extends beyond simply publishing literature; it has
shaped the identity and global outreach of Jehovah’s Witnesses in profound ways.

Impact on Religious Publishing

From its inception, the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society New York revolutionized
religious publishing by focusing on mass distribution of accessible, clear, and concise
biblical interpretations. Its use of modern printing technology and commitment to
multilingual translations allowed the society to reach diverse populations, making it one of
the most prolific religious publishers in the world.

Role in Global Evangelism

Jehovah’s Witnesses are known for their active evangelism, and the Watchtower Society
serves as the engine behind this effort. The materials produced provide doctrinal
consistency and equip members with the information needed to conduct their door-to-door
ministry and public witnessing.

Legal and Social Challenges

Throughout its history, the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society New York has faced various
legal challenges, including issues related to religious freedom, organizational transparency,
and child protection policies. These challenges have shaped the society’s policies and its
relationships with governments and communities worldwide. Understanding these aspects
provides a more nuanced view of the organization’s evolution.

How the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society New
York Continues to Adapt

In today’s digital age, the Watchtower Society embraces new technologies to continue its
mission effectively.

Digital Publishing and Online Outreach

The society has expanded its presence online through jw.org, an official website offering
free access to its literature, videos, and audio content in numerous languages. This digital



transformation allows for even greater accessibility and convenience for both members and
interested individuals.

Community and Educational Programs

Beyond publishing, the society supports educational initiatives such as training for public
speaking, Bible study courses, and youth programs. These efforts help maintain an
engaged and informed membership base.

Understanding the Legacy of the Watchtower
Bible and Tract Society New York

The story of the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society New York is not just about an
organization but about a movement that has touched millions of lives. Its dedication to
spreading its religious message through literature and organized efforts highlights the
power of coordinated faith-based initiatives.

For anyone interested in religious history, publishing, or organizational studies, the
Watchtower Society offers a fascinating example of how a small publishing house can grow
into a global religious institution. Its continuous adaptation to cultural and technological
changes further demonstrates its commitment to its mission and followers.

Exploring the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society New York reveals a blend of faith,
organization, and communication that continues to shape a unique religious community
around the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New
York?
The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New York is the main legal entity used by
Jehovah's Witnesses for their religious activities, including publishing literature and
coordinating global evangelism efforts.

When was the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of
New York founded?
It was founded in 1884 by Charles Taze Russell as part of the early organizational structure
of what would become Jehovah's Witnesses.



What role does the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society
of New York play in Jehovah's Witnesses' publications?
It serves as the primary publisher of Jehovah's Witnesses' literature, including the
Watchtower and Awake! magazines, Bible study aids, and other religious materials.

Where is the headquarters of the Watchtower Bible and
Tract Society of New York located?
The headquarters is located in Brooklyn, New York, although Jehovah's Witnesses have
administrative offices worldwide.

Is the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New York
a nonprofit organization?
Yes, it is registered as a nonprofit religious organization, focusing on religious activities and
dissemination of religious literature.

How does the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of
New York relate to the global Jehovah's Witnesses
organization?
It functions as one of several legal entities that support the global work of Jehovah's
Witnesses, managing publishing, property, and organizational matters.

Has the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New
York been involved in any legal controversies?
Yes, over the years, it has been involved in various legal cases related to religious freedom,
child protection policies, and organizational practices, some of which have received
significant public attention.

Additional Resources
**Watchtower Bible and Tract Society New York: An In-depth Examination of Its Role and
Influence**

watchtower bible and tract society new york stands as a pivotal organization in the
landscape of religious publishing and administration, particularly connected to the
Jehovah’s Witnesses. Founded in the late 19th century, this entity has significantly
influenced the dissemination of religious literature, doctrinal teachings, and organizational
governance. This article delves into the origins, operations, and ongoing impact of the
Watchtower Bible and Tract Society New York, while exploring its organizational structure,
controversies, and global reach.



Historical Background and Foundation

The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society New York was established in 1884 by Charles Taze
Russell, who sought to distribute religious literature that reflected his interpretation of
biblical teachings. Initially, the organization focused on publishing the magazine *Zion’s
Watch Tower and Herald of Christ’s Presence*, which later became known simply as *The
Watchtower*. This publication grew into the primary vehicle for the Jehovah’s Witnesses’
doctrinal dissemination, making the Society a central hub for literature production and
religious education.

Over the decades, the organization expanded its scope beyond publishing into
administrative and legal functions for Jehovah’s Witnesses worldwide. The New York-based
society eventually became one of several related legal entities, with others established in
different jurisdictions such as Pennsylvania and international locations, to manage various
aspects of the movement’s operations.

Organizational Structure and Legal Status

The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society New York operates as a non-profit religious
corporation. Its legal status provides certain tax exemptions and allows it to hold copyrights
and trademarks related to Jehovah’s Witnesses’ literature. The organization’s governance
consists of a board of directors and officers responsible for overseeing publishing activities,
property management, and the coordination of missionary efforts.

Relationship with Other Watchtower Entities

It is important to distinguish the New York society from other related Watchtower
corporations. For example, the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania serves
as the main legal entity for the global headquarters located in Warwick, New York. The split
in corporate entities often leads to confusion, but each fulfills distinct legal and operational
roles within the broader organizational framework of Jehovah’s Witnesses.

Publishing and Distribution

Central to the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society New York’s mission is the production and
distribution of religious literature. This includes magazines, books, brochures, and digital
content that articulate the doctrines and teachings of Jehovah’s Witnesses. The Society has
adapted to changing technologies, moving from print-only formats to online platforms,
mobile applications, and multimedia resources, thereby expanding its global reach.

The literature produced is characterized by a consistent theological perspective,
emphasizing prophetic interpretation, moral standards, and evangelism strategies. The
Society maintains strict control over content to ensure doctrinal uniformity, which helps
sustain the cohesiveness of Jehovah’s Witnesses worldwide.



Global Influence and Outreach

The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society New York’s impact extends far beyond American
borders. Through a network of branch offices and affiliated corporations, it supports
translation, printing, and distribution efforts in hundreds of languages. This extensive
infrastructure underscores the Society’s commitment to global evangelism and the
spreading of its religious message.

Translation and Accessibility

One of the organization’s notable features is its dedication to making literature accessible
to diverse populations. The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society New York collaborates with
international branches to produce translations that adhere closely to the original English
texts, often released simultaneously in multiple languages. This multilingual strategy
enhances outreach efforts and strengthens the community identity among Jehovah’s
Witnesses worldwide.

Missionary Programs and Field Work

Beyond publishing, the Society coordinates missionary programs that encourage adherents
to engage in door-to-door ministry, public witnessing, and community outreach. It provides
training materials and organizational support, reinforcing the role of literature as a tool for
evangelism.

Controversies and Critiques

As with many religious organizations, the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society New York has
faced scrutiny and criticism. Some controversies relate to its handling of internal
disciplinary matters, doctrinal rigidity, and legal challenges concerning freedom of religion
and child protection issues.

Legal Challenges

The Society has been involved in numerous legal cases, particularly in the United States.
These often center on issues such as the organization’s tax-exempt status, intellectual
property rights, and allegations related to the handling of abuse claims within the Jehovah’s
Witnesses community. While the Society maintains its stance on religious freedom and
internal governance, these challenges have drawn public and media attention.



Transparency and Governance Criticism

Critics have pointed to the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society New York’s relatively closed
governance style and limited transparency. The centralized control over doctrinal teachings
and discipline has been viewed by some observers as restrictive, impacting the autonomy
of individual members and local congregations.

Technological Adaptation and Modernization

In recent years, the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society New York has embraced digital
innovation to further its mission. The launch of jw.org, the official Jehovah’s Witnesses
website, marks a significant step in providing online access to teachings, literature, and
multimedia content. This platform offers downloadable publications, videos, and a
comprehensive library of theological resources.

The use of mobile apps, live streaming of conventions, and social media engagement
reflects the Society’s efforts to remain relevant in an increasingly digital world. These
modern tools complement traditional methods and enable the organization to reach
younger generations and technologically savvy audiences.

Challenges of Digital Transition

While the digital shift presents opportunities, it also brings challenges such as content
control, cybersecurity, and adapting to diverse cultural contexts online. The Watchtower
Bible and Tract Society New York continues to navigate these complexities, balancing
doctrinal consistency with the flexibility required by digital media.

Comparative Perspective: Watchtower Bible and
Tract Society New York vs. Other Religious
Publishing Entities

When compared to other religious publishing organizations, the Watchtower Bible and Tract
Society New York is unique in its global scale and centralized control. Unlike decentralized
publishing models seen in some denominations, the Society maintains a unified approach to
content creation and dissemination.

Pros of this model include:

Uniformity of doctrine and messaging worldwide

Efficient coordination of translation and distribution



Strong brand identity associated with Jehovah’s Witnesses

Cons include:

Limited room for local adaptation or theological diversity

Potential perceptions of authoritarian governance

Challenges in addressing localized legal and cultural concerns

This centralized publishing strategy has contributed to the sustained growth and cohesion
of the Jehovah’s Witnesses but also invites ongoing debate about organizational openness
and adaptability.

---

The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society New York remains a cornerstone institution within
Jehovah’s Witnesses, shaping the movement’s global presence through literature, legal
frameworks, and organizational oversight. Its evolution from a small publishing enterprise
to a multifaceted religious corporation underscores the complexities involved in managing
faith-based outreach in the modern era. Understanding this organization provides insight
into the mechanisms by which religious movements maintain identity, governance, and
influence on a worldwide scale.

Watchtower Bible And Tract Society New York
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  watchtower bible and tract society new york: Jehovah's Witnesses Andrew Holden,
2012-11-12 This is the first major study of the enigmatic religious society. By examining the
Jehovah's Witnesses' dramatic recent expansion, Andrew Holden reveals the dependency of their
quasi-totalitarian movement on the physical and cultural resources have brought about the
privatization of religion, the erosion of community, and the separation of 'fact' from faith.
  watchtower bible and tract society new york: Kein Teil der Welt Stefanie de Velasco,
2019-10-10 Vom Aufwachsen in der Glaubensgemeinschaft der Zeugen Jehovas. Mit
unwiderstehlicher Kraft erzählt Stefanie de Velasco in ihrem zweiten Roman von einer unbekannten
Welt und dem Emanzipationsprozess einer jungen Frau, der sämtliche Fundamente zum Einstürzen
bringt. Ein ostdeutsches Dorf kurz nach der Wende. Die junge Esther wurde über Nacht aus ihrem
bisherigen Leben gerissen, um hier, in der alten Heimat ihres Vaters, mit der Gemeinschaft einen
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neuen Königreichssaal zu bauen. Während die Eltern als Sonderpioniere der Wachtturmgesellschaft
von Haus zu Haus ziehen, um im vom Mauerfall geprägten Osten zu missionieren, vermisst Esther
ihre Freundin Sulamith schmerzlich. Mit Sulamith hat sie seit der Kindheit in der Siedlung am Rhein
alles geteilt: die Fresspakete bei den Sommerkongressen, die Predigtdienstschule, erste große
Gefühle und Geheimnisse. Doch Sulamith zweifelt zunehmend an dem Glaubenssystem, in dem die
beiden Freundinnen aufgewachsen sind, was in den Tagen vor Esthers Umzug zu verhängnisvollen
Entwicklungen führt. Während Esther noch herauszufinden versucht, was mit Sulamith geschehen
ist, stößt sie auf einen Teil ihrer Familiengeschichte, der bislang stets vor ihr geheim gehalten
wurde.
  watchtower bible and tract society new york: Jehovah’s Witnesses George D. Chryssides,
2022-01-27 What would happen if I accepted an invitation to Bible Study from Jehovah's Witnesses?
What would attending a Kingdom Hall meeting involve? And if I invited door-knocking Witnesses into
my home? This book introduces Jehovah's Witnesses without assuming prior knowledge of the Watch
Tower organization. After outlining the Society's origins and history, the book explains their key
beliefs and practices by taking the reader through the process of the seeker who makes initial
contact with Witnesses, and progresses to take instruction and become a baptized member. The
book then explores what is involved in being a Witness – congregational life, lifestyle, rites of
passage, their understanding of the Bible and prophetic expectations. It examines the various
processes and consequences of leaving the organization, controversies that have arisen in the course
of its history, and popular criticisms. Discussion is given to the likelihood of reforms within the
organization, such as its stance on blood transfusions, the role of women and new methods of
meeting and evangelizing in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
  watchtower bible and tract society new york: JEHOVAH'S KINGDOM L.A. Pressnall,
2009-11-30 THE KINGDOM OF GOD HAS COME In the Lord’s Prayer, we acknowledge that our
Heavenly Father’s name is holy. We pray for his will to be done on earth as it is in heaven. Jehovah,
our Heavenly Father, is establishing righteousness here on earth, reflecting that in heaven. He has
sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to bring true justice for those who walk in God’s ways: the end of cruelty
and suffering, the restoration of the earth, and the resurrection of our loved ones. This is also the
Day of Reckoning for all people. Jehovah’s Witnesses call themselves by God’s holy name. Therefore,
Jehovah himself has measured their teachings and conduct. Those taking the lead are responsible for
shepherding God’s people with tenderness and compassion, as Jesus would. Instead, they manipulate
the holy scriptures to control people. They also seek material and political security instead of looking
to God. In doing these things, they forsake righteousness and deny their faith. They have broken
their covenant relationship with Jehovah. Consequently, “their light is no more.” Jeremiah 4:23-31
  watchtower bible and tract society new york: Menschenrechte und Menschlichkeit in
der Organisation der Zeugen Jehovas Georg Buchbinder, 2024-03-22 Menschenrechte und
Menschlichkeit in der Organisation der Zeugen Jehovas widmet sich einer kritischen Analyse der
Praktiken von JW.org, die sich selbst als die alleinige und wahre Organisation Jehovas auf Erden
betrachtet. In diesem Insider-Bericht wird detailliert beschrieben, wie diese Organisation mit selbst-
und andersdenkenden Christen sowohl innerhalb als auch außerhalb ihrer eigenen Reihen umgeht.
Das Buch verfolgt das Ziel, den Dialog zu fördern, Probleme deutlich aufzuzeigen und dabei zu
helfen, diese durch eine Neubewertung im Licht der Bibel zu erkennen und zu korrigieren. Es ist
wichtig zu betonen, dass dieses Werk nicht darauf abzielt, sich gegen die Zeugen Jehovas zu richten,
sondern vielmehr als unterstützende Handreichung zur Behebung bestehender Probleme zu dienen.
Die Absicht dieses Buches ist es, konstruktiv zur Entwicklung und Umsetzung verbesserter
Lösungen beizutragen.
  watchtower bible and tract society new york: Minority Religions and Religious
Tolerance Zoe Knox, Emily B. Baran, 2025-09-04 This book is founded on a simple premise: that
Jehovah's Witnesses are a crucial litmus test for tolerance.When Witnesses do not enjoy basic
freedoms to practice their faith, scholars should consider what their treatment reveals about the
broader state of tolerance and respect for religious pluralism and religious minority groups. They



should also examine how the Witnesses' struggle for acceptance has shaped religious freedom and
the protections enshrined in law in many modern states in the twenty-first century. This is what the
authors call the 'Jehovah's Witness test'. The contributors have run the 'JW test' across a range of
countries, from Egypt and Mexico to Russia and South Korea, addressing religious, political and
medical opposition and their outcomes for modern states and societies. They bring to their
conclusions a wealth of perspectives; among them are medical experts, sociologists, political
scientists, historians, anthropologists, and representatives of the Witness community. Taken
together, this volume is a call for scholars to look to the treatment of Jehovah's Witnesses as a
barometer for the overall health of religious tolerance and basic civil liberties in our contemporary
world.
  watchtower bible and tract society new york: Three in One William David Spencer,
2022-11-15 Do our images of one God in three persons reflect God well? Throughout history,
Christians have pictured the relationships between Father, Son, and Holy Spirit through analogies.
Such illustrations--some from the West but also from Latin America, Asia, Africa, and other
places--come laden with theological ramifications that the church has rejected (heresies) or
embraced (doctrines). In Three in One, William David Spencer shares a lifetime of insights from
teaching within the global church, bringing fresh images and analogies of the Trinity to deepen our
theological vocabulary. Drawing from his extensive teaching in geographically and culturally diverse
contexts and his artist's passion for evocative words and visuals, Spencer offers readers a rich,
multifaceted, and practical exploration of the Trinity. Alongside historical and contemporary
theology and biblical studies, he considers the strengths and shortcomings of various analogies used
to explain the Trinity, such as: Light Water The Celtic knot The totem pole Musical harmonies The
human body The family Readers of Three in One will gain a personal understanding of the Trinity as
well as tools for teaching about the Trinity in adult and children's ministry contexts.
  watchtower bible and tract society new york: Jehovah's Witnesses and the Secular World
Zoe Knox, 2018-01-29 This book examines the historic tensions between Jehovah’s Witnesses and
government authorities, civic organisations, established churches and the broader public. Witnesses
originated in the 1870s as small, loose-knit groups calling themselves Bible Students. Today, there
are some eight million Witnesses worldwide, all actively engaged in evangelism under the direction
of the Watch Tower Society. The author analyses issues that have brought them global visibility and
even notoriety, including political neutrality, public ministry, blood transfusion, and anti-ecumenism.
It also explores anti-Witness discourse, from media portrayals of the community as marginal and
exotic to the anti-cult movement. Focusing on varied historical, ideological and national contexts, the
book argues that Witnesses have had a defining influence on conceptions of religious tolerance in
the modern world.
  watchtower bible and tract society new york: The Encyclopedia of Caribbean Religions
Patrick Taylor, Frederick I. Case, 2013-04-30 The Encyclopedia of Caribbean Religions is the
definitive reference for Caribbean religious phenomena from a Caribbean perspective. Generously
illustrated, this landmark project combines the breadth of a comparative approach to religion with
the depth of understanding of Caribbean spirituality as an ever-changing and varied historical
phenomenon. Organized alphabetically, entries examine how Caribbean religious experiences have
been shaped by and have responded to the processes of colonialism and the challenges of the
postcolonial world. Systematically organized by theme and area, the encyclopedia considers
religious traditions such as Vodou, Rastafari, Sunni Islam, Sanatan Dharma, Judaism, and the Roman
Catholic and Seventh-day Adventist churches. Detailed subentries present topics such as religious
rituals, beliefs, practices, specific historical developments, geographical differences, and gender
roles within major traditions. Also included are entries that address the religious dimensions of
geographical territories that make up the Caribbean. Representing the culmination of more than a
decade of work by the associates of the Caribbean Religions Project, The Encyclopedia of Caribbean
Religions will foster a greater understanding of the role of religion in Caribbean life and society, in
the Caribbean diaspora, and in wider national and transnational spaces.



  watchtower bible and tract society new york: Routledge Library Editions: Sociology of
Religion Various, 2021-07-14 This set collects together in 19 volumes a wealth of texts on Sociology
of Religion. An invaluable reference resource, it contains classic books on a wide range of topics,
including: religion and violence, religion and family life, religion and society, culture and class.
  watchtower bible and tract society new york: Catalogue of Copyright Entries Library of
Congress. Copyright Office, 1946
  watchtower bible and tract society new york: Cult Shock Mark Stengler, 2017-07-04 Two
Christian Bible scholars outline arguments anyone can use to counter—and evangelize to—Jehovah’s
Witnesses and Mormons when they come knocking. Cult Shock is an easy-to-follow resource of
Christian apologetics that teaches you how to defend your Christian faith against the claims of
Jehovah’s Witness and Mormon missionaries. Mark Stengler Jr., and Mark Stengler Sr.—a
father-and-son team of Christian scholars—explain the beliefs of these groups, and demonstrate
through scripture and logic how Biblical Christianity refutes their worldview. Readers will gain
confidence witnessing to these groups based on the Stengler’s recommended engagement
techniques from their years of experience. Cult Shock provides all the tools you need to proclaim the
real Jesus with fearless confidence!
  watchtower bible and tract society new york: Anthropological Perspectives on the Religious
Uses of Mobile Apps Jacqueline H. Fewkes, 2019-10-10 This edited volume deploys digital
ethnography in varied contexts to explore the cultural roles of mobile apps that focus on religious
practice and communities, as well as those used for religious purposes (whether or not they were
originally developed for that purpose). Combining analyses of local contexts with insights and
methods from the global subfield of digital anthropology, the contributors here recognize the
complex ways that in-app and on-ground worlds interact in a wide range of communities and
traditions. While some of the case studies emphasize the cultural significance of use in local contexts
and relationships to pre-existing knowledge networks and/or non-digital relationships of power,
others explore the globalizing and democratizing influences of mobile apps as communication
technologies. From Catholic confession apps to Jewish Kaddish assistance apps and Muslim halal
food apps, readers will see how religious-themed mobile apps create complex sites for potential new
forms of religious expression, worship, discussion, and practices.
  watchtower bible and tract society new york: Catalogue of Title Entries of Books and
Other Articles Entered in the Office of the Register of Copyrights, Library of Congress, at
Washington, D.C. Library of Congress. Copyright Office, 1946
  watchtower bible and tract society new york: Catalog of Copyright Entries. Third Series
Library of Congress. Copyright Office, 1971
  watchtower bible and tract society new york: Religious Requirements and Practices U. S.
Department of the Army, 2001-10 Prepared by the Office of the Chief of Chaplains, United States
Army, this handbook provides a useful guide to the beliefs and practices of a number of religious
groups. It provides a useful reference, both for professionals such as airport and hospital chaplains,
and for lay readers interested in a basic guide to religious groups not readily covered in other
references. A specific purpose of the handbook was also to limit the amount of information provided
on each group. Thus, while the information is accurate (in most instances approved by authorities
from the individual groups themselves), it is by no means comprehensive. The material presented in
the handbook was derived through an extensive research effort. The handbook includes 37 different
group descriptions, divided into seven categories. The categories are: Christian Heritage Groups
Japanese Heritage Groups Jewish Groups Indian Heritage Groups Islamic Groups Sikh Groups Other
Groups Among the uniform topics covered for each group are: historical roots, origins in the U.S.,
number of adherents in the U.S., organizational structure, leadership and role of priesthood, who
may conduct worship services, is group worship required, dietary laws or restrictions, special
religious holidays, funeral and burial requirements, autopsy, cremation, medical treatment, is a
priest required at the time of death, basic teachings or beliefs, and ethical practices.
  watchtower bible and tract society new york: Encyclopedia of Protestantism Hans J.



Hillerbrand, 2004-08-02 This Encyclopedia is the definitive reference to the history and beliefs that
continue to exert a profound influence on Western thought.
  watchtower bible and tract society new york: Doctrine Twisting H. Wayne House, Gordon
A. Carle, 2003-08-29 H. Wayne House and Gordon Carle show how many new religious movements
distort orthodox Christian teaching on revelation, the Trinity, the two natures of Christ, the Holy
Spirit, sin, atonement, faith and works, the second coming and the afterlife.
  watchtower bible and tract society new york: Truth and Error Zondervan,, 2016-09-06 This
book is not only an introduction to the entire Zondervan Guide to Cults and Religious Movements
series, but also a quick-reference guide to the groups and movements discussed in the series. Truth
and Error brings together in one volume the charts from the various guides that show how the
groups and movements differ theologically from historic orthodox Christianity. Each chart is
introduced by the general editor, Alan Gomes. The books in the series that do not have comparison
charts are introduced and summarized. Each book in the series includes - A concise introduction to
the group or topic - An overview of the group's or movement's theology -- in their own words - A
biblical response - Tips for witnessing effectively to members of the group - A bibliography with
sources for further study -- Most books also include a comparison chart that shows the essential
differences between biblical Christianity and the group. The charts from these books are reproduced
in Truth & Error.
  watchtower bible and tract society new york: Another Gospel Ruth A. Tucker, 2004 Ruth A.
Tucker's book is a comprehensive survey of all the major alternative religions in the United States,
including the new groups since the 1960s.
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