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Thomas Jefferson and John Adams Relationship: A Complex Friendship That Shaped America

thomas jefferson and john adams relationship is one of the most fascinating and intricate
stories in early American history. These two Founding Fathers, both instrumental in the birth of the
United States, shared a relationship characterized by collaboration, rivalry, estrangement, and
ultimately, reconciliation. Their dynamic interplay not only influenced the course of the new nation
but also offers rich insights into the human side of political and personal bonds during a
revolutionary era.

The Early Days: Allies in Revolution

Before their political ideologies diverged, Thomas Jefferson and John Adams were united by a
common cause — American independence. Both men served on the Continental Congress, where
they worked together to draft and promote the Declaration of Independence. Jefferson, known for
his eloquent writing, penned the initial draft, while Adams was a fervent advocate for its adoption.
Their partnership during this critical period reflected a mutual respect and a shared vision for
liberty.

Shared Goals and Mutual Respect

Despite differences in background—Jefferson was a Virginian planter and Adams a Massachusetts
lawyer—they found common ground in their dedication to establishing a free nation. Their
collaboration extended beyond the Declaration, as both served as diplomats in Europe, seeking
support for the fledgling republic. This early alliance laid the groundwork for a relationship that
would weather many storms.

Political Rivalry and Philosophical Differences

As the new nation took shape, the thomas jefferson and john adams relationship became more
complicated. The emergence of political parties highlighted their differing visions for America’s
future. Adams, a Federalist, advocated for a strong centralized government, while Jefferson, leading
the Democratic-Republican Party, championed states’ rights and agrarianism.

Election of 1796: Friends Turned Rivals

The presidential election of 1796 marked a turning point. Adams won the presidency, with Jefferson
as his vice president—an uneasy arrangement given their opposing views. This election exposed the



political and personal tensions between them. They often found themselves on opposite sides of
policy debates, including issues like the Alien and Sedition Acts and relations with Britain and
France.

The Strain of Public Life

Their political rivalry strained their personal relationship. Newspapers and partisan politics fanned
the flames, painting each as a threat to the republic. Jefferson and Adams, once close collaborators,
became distant, their correspondence dwindling as bitterness grew. This period illustrates how
political discord can impact even the strongest personal bonds.

Rekindling Friendship Through Correspondence

After years of estrangement, the thomas jefferson and john adams relationship experienced a
remarkable revival. In 1812, encouraged by mutual friends, they resumed writing letters to one
another, initiating what would become one of the most celebrated correspondences in American
history.

Letters as a Bridge

Their letters covered a broad range of topics—from politics and philosophy to personal reflections
and memories of the Revolution. Through this exchange, they reconciled many past disagreements
and gained a deeper understanding of each other’s perspectives. Their correspondence not only
healed their friendship but also provided a candid chronicle of early American political thought.

Insights from Their Dialogue

The letters reveal how two leaders with opposing views could still find common humanity and
respect. They discussed the challenges of governance, the nature of freedom, and the future of the
republic they helped create. This ongoing dialogue is a valuable resource for historians and readers
interested in the complexities of leadership and friendship.

The Legacy of Their Relationship

The thomas jefferson and john adams relationship is more than just a story of two presidents; it
embodies the tensions and triumphs of a young nation. Their friendship, rivalry, and reconciliation
offer lessons about political tolerance, the importance of dialogue, and the enduring power of
friendship despite profound differences.



Lessons for Modern America

In today’s polarized political climate, the Jefferson-Adams relationship serves as a reminder that
disagreement need not lead to personal animosity. Their ability to bridge divides through respectful
communication is a model worth emulating.

Final Years and Mutual Respect

Both men died on July 4, 1826, the 50th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence, a poignant
symbol of their intertwined legacies. Their lives and relationship continue to inspire those who study
American history and the art of statesmanship.

---

Exploring the thomas jefferson and john adams relationship reveals a rich tapestry of cooperation,
conflict, and camaraderie that shaped the early republic. Their story underscores the complexities of
friendship amid political upheaval and reminds us that even the most profound differences can be
reconciled through empathy and communication.

Frequently Asked Questions

How did Thomas Jefferson and John Adams first become
friends?
Thomas Jefferson and John Adams first became friends during the Continental Congress in the
1770s, where they worked together on drafting the Declaration of Independence and shared a
mutual respect despite their different political views.

What caused the political rivalry between Thomas Jefferson
and John Adams?
Their political rivalry stemmed from their differing visions for America: Adams was a Federalist who
favored a strong central government, while Jefferson was a Democratic-Republican advocating for
states' rights and limited federal power, leading to intense competition and opposing presidential
campaigns.

How did their relationship evolve after their presidencies?
After both served as presidents, Jefferson and Adams resumed correspondence in 1812, rekindling
their friendship through letters that discussed politics, philosophy, and their roles in the American
Revolution, maintaining a deep intellectual connection until their deaths.



What is significant about the deaths of Thomas Jefferson and
John Adams?
It is historically significant that both Thomas Jefferson and John Adams died on the same day, July 4,
1826, which was the 50th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence, symbolizing their lasting
impact on American independence and history.

How did Jefferson and Adams influence American politics
despite their disagreements?
Despite their disagreements, Jefferson and Adams both contributed foundational ideas to American
politics: Jefferson championed individual liberties and agrarianism, while Adams emphasized law,
order, and a strong federal government, together shaping the balance of power and democratic
principles in the early United States.

Additional Resources
Thomas Jefferson and John Adams Relationship: A Complex Journey Through American History

thomas jefferson and john adams relationship stands as one of the most intriguing and
multifaceted dynamics in early American political history. Their connection encapsulated friendship,
rivalry, ideological conflict, estrangement, and eventual reconciliation. Both men were pivotal
Founding Fathers who shaped the United States’ foundation, yet their personal and political
relationship evolved through turbulent periods marked by intense debate and evolving national
identity. Analyzing their relationship offers valuable insights into the early Republic's political
landscape and the personal dimensions that influenced history.

Historical Context of Thomas Jefferson and John Adams
Relationship

The relationship between Thomas Jefferson and John Adams began with mutual respect and
collaboration during the American Revolution. Both served on the Committee of Five that drafted the
Declaration of Independence in 1776, with Jefferson as the primary author and Adams as a vigorous
advocate. Their early cooperation symbolized the unity necessary to establish a new nation, yet
ideological differences soon emerged. Jefferson's vision of an agrarian democracy rooted in
individual liberties often contrasted with Adams' preference for a strong central government and
more conservative approach to governance.

These foundational differences in political philosophy would later define the Federalist and
Democratic-Republican parties, with Adams and Jefferson becoming leading figures of opposing
camps. Despite their political divergence, their personal relationship was complex, shaped by
moments of camaraderie and conflict.



From Allies to Political Rivals

During the 1790s, Jefferson and Adams found themselves on opposite sides of the political spectrum.
Adams, as the second President of the United States (1797–1801), represented the Federalist Party,
emphasizing order, stability, and a strong federal government. Jefferson, serving as Vice President
under Adams, was a leader of the Democratic-Republicans, advocating for states’ rights and a more
decentralized government structure.

The election of 1800 marked a critical turning point. Jefferson defeated Adams in a bitterly contested
campaign, which some historians regard as the first highly partisan presidential election in
American history. The rivalry between the two men was emblematic of the broader political
polarization in early America. Their correspondence during this period was sparse, and their
relationship deteriorated under the strain of political competition.

Phases of Estrangement and Reconciliation

The period following Jefferson’s presidency saw a long estrangement between the two former
presidents. For over a decade, their communication ceased, and their public positions often reflected
personal animosity. This hiatus underscored the intense ideological and personal rift that had
developed.

The Power of Correspondence

In 1812, through the encouragement of mutual friends, Jefferson and Adams resumed their
correspondence, initiating one of the most remarkable epistolary relationships in American history.
Over the next 14 years, they exchanged hundreds of letters discussing philosophy, politics, history,
and reflections on their shared revolutionary past.

Their letters reveal a deep respect for each other’s intellect and contributions, despite ongoing
political disagreements. This renewed dialogue helped heal personal wounds and allowed them to
reflect critically on the early Republic’s successes and failures.

Intellectual Exchange: Their correspondence covered topics ranging from the nature of
government to the role of religion in society.

Historical Reflection: Both men revisited their roles in the Revolution and the drafting of the
Declaration of Independence.

Personal Reconciliation: They openly acknowledged past misunderstandings and expressed
admiration for each other’s character.



Impact on American Political Thought

The reconciliation between Jefferson and Adams was more than a personal healing; it embodied the
possibility of unity across ideological divides. Their restored friendship symbolized the maturing of
the American political system and the capacity for respectful disagreement.

Their correspondence has since served as a vital primary source for scholars studying the formation
of American political philosophy. It highlights the balance between federal authority and individual
rights, a tension central to the nation’s development.

Comparative Analysis: Jefferson vs. Adams

Examining the thomas jefferson and john adams relationship necessitates understanding their
contrasting leadership styles and philosophies, which fueled both their rivalry and mutual respect.

Philosophical Differences

Government Power: Adams believed in a strong centralized government to maintain order
and prevent mob rule, whereas Jefferson championed limited federal power, emphasizing
individual liberties and agrarianism.

Economic Vision: Jefferson favored an economy based on agriculture and rural
independence, while Adams supported commerce, manufacturing, and a robust national
infrastructure.

Foreign Policy: Jefferson was more sympathetic to France during its revolutionary period,
aligning with democratic ideals, while Adams adopted a cautious stance, prioritizing American
neutrality and stability.

Personality and Leadership

Adams was often seen as assertive, pragmatic, and occasionally uncompromising, which sometimes
alienated allies. Jefferson, in contrast, was more philosophical, idealistic, and eloquent, attracting
followers through his vision of liberty and democracy.

While their personalities differed, both were deeply committed to the American experiment and
shared a profound dedication to public service.



Legacy of the Thomas Jefferson and John Adams
Relationship

The enduring legacy of the thomas jefferson and john adams relationship is evident in both the
political culture of the United States and historical scholarship. Their fluctuating friendship and
rivalry encapsulate the challenges inherent in building a new nation from diverse regional and
ideological interests.

Their eventual reconciliation models the possibility of dialogue and understanding across political
divides, a lesson that resonates in contemporary political discourse. Additionally, their extensive
correspondence remains a rich resource that continues to illuminate the philosophical
underpinnings of American democracy.

As two of the most influential figures in American history, Jefferson and Adams exemplify how
personal relationships can both shape and be shaped by the larger forces of politics and history.
Their story is not just about conflict but also about the power of respect, reflection, and
reconciliation.

Thomas Jefferson And John Adams Relationship
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  thomas jefferson and john adams relationship: A Magnificent Catastrophe Edward J.
Larson, 2007 The 1800 presidential election, the last great contest of the founding period, was so
convulsive and so momentous for American democracy that Jefferson would later dub it America's
second revolution. America's first true presidential campaign gave birth to our two-party system and
etched the lines of partisanship that have shaped American politics ever since. The contest featured
two of our most beloved Founding Fathers, once warm friends, facing off as the heads of their two
still-forming parties--the hot-tempered but sharp-minded John Adams, and the eloquent yet
enigmatic Thomas Jefferson. Blistering accusations flew: Adams and his elitist Federalists would
squelch liberty and impose a British-style monarchy; Jefferson and his radically democratizing
Republicans would throw the country into chaos and debase the role of religion in American life.
Historian Larson vividly re-creates the tension as Congress was forced to meet in closed session to
resolve the outcome.--From publisher description.
  thomas jefferson and john adams relationship: Cousins Across the Atlantic Pasquale De
Marco, 2025-05-13 **Cousins Across the Atlantic** tells the story of the Enlightenment, a
philosophical movement that dominated the world of ideas in Europe during the 18th century. The
Enlightenment was a time of great intellectual and scientific progress, and its ideas had a profound
impact on the development of Western civilization. **Cousins Across the Atlantic** focuses on the
lives and ideas of some of the most important figures of the Enlightenment, including Benjamin
Franklin, Thomas Paine, James Madison, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Alexander Hamilton,
George Washington, and the Marquis de Lafayette. These men were all brilliant thinkers and
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passionate advocates for individual liberty and self-government. Their ideas helped to shape the
American and French Revolutions, and they continue to influence our world today. **Cousins Across
the Atlantic** is a valuable resource for anyone who wants to learn more about the Enlightenment
and its impact on the world. The book is written in a clear and concise style, and it is packed with
information. **Cousins Across the Atlantic** is a must-read for anyone who is interested in history,
philosophy, or politics. **In this book, Pasquale De Marco explores:** * The origins of the
Enlightenment * The key ideas of the Enlightenment * The impact of the Enlightenment on the
American and French Revolutions * The legacy of the Enlightenment **Cousins Across the Atlantic**
is a fascinating and informative look at one of the most important intellectual movements in history.
It is a must-read for anyone who wants to understand the world we live in today. If you like this
book, write a review on google books!
  thomas jefferson and john adams relationship: ABA Journal , 1978-02 The ABA Journal
serves the legal profession. Qualified recipients are lawyers and judges, law students, law librarians
and associate members of the American Bar Association.
  thomas jefferson and john adams relationship: The Hemingses of Monticello Annette
Gordon-Reed, 2009-09-08 Winner of the Pulitzer Prize Winner of the National Book Award New York
Times Bestseller #1 on Esquire's List of the 50 Best Biographies of All Time [A] commanding and
important book. —Jill Lepore, The New Yorker This epic work—named a best book of the year by the
Washington Post, Time, the Los Angeles Times, Amazon, the San Francisco Chronicle, and a notable
book by the New York Times—tells the story of the Hemingses, whose close blood ties to our third
president had been systematically expunged from American history until very recently. Now,
historian and legal scholar Annette Gordon-Reed traces the Hemings family from its origins in
Virginia in the 1700s to the family’s dispersal after Jefferson’s death in 1826.
  thomas jefferson and john adams relationship: The Future of EU Constitutionalism
Matej Avbelj, 2023-02-23 Is there a real and meaningful future for EU constitutionalism? This
collection explores this question in light of recent challenges to EU constitutional law; namely the
pandemic and the political schisms emerging across the European Union. The contributors explore
the question through the prism of the five main pillars of EU constitutionalism: the constitutional
values, the EU formal constitutional framework, its substance consisting of the EU political and
economic constitution, and conclude by looking at the foundational concept of sovereignty (national
and European) in a global realm. Drawing on expertise from both 'old' and 'new' Europe, it gives
voice to the most fundamental question facing the Union in its second half century.
  thomas jefferson and john adams relationship: Founding Feuds Paul Aron, 2016-06-07 The
fascinating untold stories of America's founding fathers! The Founding Fathers have been hailed for
centuries as shining examples of men who put aside their own agendas to found a nation. But behind
the scenes, there were more petty fights and fraught relationships than signatures on the
Declaration of Independence. From the violent brawl between Roger Griswold and Matthew Lyon in
the halls of Congress, to George Washington's battle against his slave Harry Washington, these
less-discussed clashes bring to light the unpredictable and volatile nature of a constantly changing
nation. Additionally, this gripping narrative delves deeper into the famous feuds, such as the fatal
duel of Alexander Hamilton and Aaron Burr, and the many rivalries of Thomas Jefferson (which were
as often personal as political.) America's great forbearers fought with each other as bitterly as our
politicians do today. Founding Feuds reveals the true natures of the Founding Fathers and how their
infighting shaped our nation as much as their cooperation, in fact sometimes even for the better.
  thomas jefferson and john adams relationship: Die USA -- der unbekannte Partner Hartmut
Wasser, 1983
  thomas jefferson and john adams relationship: Thomas Jefferson's Lives Robert M. S.
McDonald, 2019-08-27 Who was the real Thomas Jefferson? If this question has an answer, it will
probably not be revealed reading the many accounts of his life. For two centuries biographers have
provided divergent perspectives on him as a man and conflicting appraisals of his accomplishments.
Jefferson was controversial in his own time, and his propensity to polarize continued in the years



after his death as biographers battled to control the commanding heights of history. To judge from
their depictions, there existed many different Thomas Jeffersons. The essays in this book explore
how individual biographers have shaped history—as well as how the interests and preoccupations of
the times in which they wrote helped to shape their portrayals of Jefferson. In different eras
biographers presented the third president variously as a proponent of individual rights or of majority
rule, as a unifier or a fierce partisan, and as a champion of either American nationalism or
cosmopolitanism. Conscripted to serve Whigs and Democrats, abolitionists and slaveholders,
unionists and secessionists, Populists and Progressives, and seemingly every side of almost every
subsequent struggle, the only constant was that Jefferson’s image remained a mirror of Americans’
self-conscious conceptions of their nation’s virtues, values, and vices. Thomas Jefferson’s Lives
brings together leading scholars of Jefferson and his era, all of whom embrace the challenge to
assess some of the most important and enduring accounts of Jefferson’s life. Contributors:Jon
Meacham, presidential historian * Barbara Oberg, Princeton University * J. Jefferson Looney,
Thomas Jefferson Foundation at Monticello * Christine Coalwell McDonald, Westchester Community
College * Robert M.S. McDonald, United States Military Academy * Andrew Burstein, Louisiana
State University * Jan Ellen Lewis, Rutgers University * Richard Samuelson, California State
University, San Bernardino * Nancy Isenberg, Louisiana State University * Joanne B. Freeman, Yale
University * Brian Steele, University of Alabama at Birmingham * Herbert Sloan, Barnard College *
R. B. Bernstein, City College of New York * Francis D. Cogliano, University of Edinburgh * Annette
Gordon-Reed, Harvard University * Gordon S. Wood, Brown University
  thomas jefferson and john adams relationship: The Early Republic and Antebellum
America: An Encyclopedia of Social, Political, Cultural, and Economic History Christopher G.
Bates, 2015-04-08 First Published in 2015. This text holds four volumes of essays and entries on the
early Republic and Antebellum era in America spanning the end of the American Revolution in 1781
to the outbreak of Civil War in 1861. The Americans forged a new government in theory and then in
practice, with the beginnings of industrialisation and the effects of urbanisation, widespread
poverty, labour strife, debates around slavery and sectional discord. By the end of the nineteenth
century American had a powerhouse economy, new technologies and the emergence of major social
reform movements, creation of uniquely American art and literature and the conquest of the West.
This encyclopaedia offers a historic reference.
  thomas jefferson and john adams relationship: John Adams and Thomas Jefferson Jill
Keppeler, 2021-07-15 Great friendships are not always easy. The friendship between Founding
Fathers John Adams and Thomas Jefferson was downright rocky, so much so that they're sometimes
called the Founding Frenemies. With this unique book, readers will learn about the relationship,
friendly and otherwise, between two of the United States' most well-known founders. Readers follow
along from their first meeting as delegates in the Continental Congress in 1775 to their deaths on
the same day in 1826. Primary sources offer insight into their often-adversarial friendship. Historical
photographs provide a window into the era.
  thomas jefferson and john adams relationship: The Upcoming Insignificance of the
American Presidency Wilbur C. Rich, 2023-12-15 This new text analyzes the development of the
presidency as the dominant political institution in the United States and raises questions about its
future relevance. In this history of the U.S. executive branch from the framing of the Constitution to
the Biden administration, author Wilbur C. Rich illuminates the transformation of the presidential
role by a variety of extra-constitutional, non-legal forces, technology, and social changes.The book
highlights how some presidents nevertheless have managed to maintain relevancy and dominance by
adapting to these changes or by introducing changes of their own. For undergraduate students and
researchers of presidential history and American political development, this expansive historical
overview of the executive branch in America makes a strong case that the significance of the
American presidency has declined dramatically—and perhaps irrevocably—in the modern
presidency.
  thomas jefferson and john adams relationship: Church-State Relations in the Early



American Republic, 1787–1846 James S Kabala, 2015-10-06 Americans of the Early Republic devoted
close attention to the question of what should be the proper relationship between church and state.
Kabala examines this debate across six decades and shows that an understanding of this period is
not possible without appreciating the key role religion played in the formation of the nation.
  thomas jefferson and john adams relationship: A Short History of Presidential Election
Crises Alan Hirsch, 2020-02-27 An urgent primer on what can be done to combat emerging threats
to the core of U.S. Democracy—presidential elections. In 2000, we learned that an exceptionally
close presidential election can produce chaos, because we have no reliable Constitutional
mechanism for resolving disputes. Joe Biden just won a presidential election that was extremely
close in a number of states. Trump—and his many supporters—refuse to accept the legitimacy of
those vote results, leading to an insurrection at the Capitol Building. Where do we go from here? In
A Short History, Constitutional scholar Alan Hirsch presents a concise history of presidential
elections that resulted in crises and advocates clear, common-sense solutions, including abolishing
the Electoral College and the creation of a permanent, non-partisan Presidential Election Review
Board to prevent or remedy future crises. “Hirsch does a very good job of offering historical context
to illuminate the present—and the terrifying future. His imaginative proposals are probably too
sensible to be implemented in an age of parochial partisanship.”—David Shipler, former reporter for
the New York Times and Pulitzer Prize winner “Democracy is broken, but as Alan Hirsch explains, it
really doesn’t have to be. This is the real story of how our voting system became so vulnerable to
attacks from within and without, told with precision, verve, and even hope. This is the way
out.”—Douglas Rushkoff, author of Team Human “This is a must-read for anyone who cares about
safeguarding presidential elections―which should be everyone.”—Evan Caminker, Professor and
former Dean, University of Michigan Law School The noted law historian, author of Impeaching the
President, examines the handful of seriously problematic presidential elections in American history
and what the Constitution elucidates about the process of undoing such an event—namely, nothing. .
. . A highly relevant study featuring much food for thought and prospects for change.—Kirkus
Reviews, Starred Review [A] seminal work of meticulous and informative scholarship that should be
considered as an essential and unreservedly recommended addition to community, college, and
university library Contemporary Political Science collections. It should be noted for the personal
reading lists of students, academia, political activists, and non-specialist general readers with an
interest in the subject.—Midwest Library Review
  thomas jefferson and john adams relationship: Women in Early America Dorothy Auchter
Mays, 2004-11-23 This volume fills a gap in traditional women's history books by offering fascinating
details of the lives of early American women and showing how these women adapted to the
challenges of daily life in the colonies. Women in Early America: Struggle, Survival, and Freedom in
a New World provides insight into an era in American history when women had immense
responsibilities and unusual freedoms. These women worked in a range of occupations such as
tavernkeeping, printing, spiritual leadership, trading, and shopkeeping. Pipe smoking, beer drinking,
and premarital sex were widespread. One of every eight people traveling with the British Army
during the American Revolution was a woman. The coverage begins with the 1607 settlement at
Jamestown and ends with the War of 1812. In addition to the role of Anglo-American women, the
experiences of African, French, Dutch, and Native American women are discussed. The issues
discussed include how women coped with rural isolation, why they were prone to superstitions, who
was likely to give birth out of wedlock, and how they raised large families while coping with
immense household responsibilities.
  thomas jefferson and john adams relationship: A Parent-Partner Status for American Family
Law Merle H. Weiner, 2015-09-17 This book proposes a new 'parent-partner' legal status
emphasizing obligations of parents to each other and to their children.
  thomas jefferson and john adams relationship: The American Story David M. Rubenstein,
2019-10-29 Co-founder of The Carlyle Group and patriotic philanthropist David M. Rubenstein takes
readers on a sweeping journey across the grand arc of the American story through revealing



conversations with our greatest historians. In these lively dialogues, the biggest names in American
history explore the subjects they’ve come to so intimately know and understand. — David
McCullough on John Adams — Jon Meacham on Thomas Jefferson — Ron Chernow on Alexander
Hamilton — Walter Isaacson on Benjamin Franklin — Doris Kearns Goodwin on Abraham Lincoln —
A. Scott Berg on Charles Lindbergh — Taylor Branch on Martin Luther King — Robert Caro on
Lyndon B. Johnson — Bob Woodward on Richard Nixon —And many others, including a special
conversation with Chief Justice John Roberts Through his popular program The David Rubenstein
Show, David Rubenstein has established himself as one of our most thoughtful interviewers. Now, in
The American Story, David captures the brilliance of our most esteemed historians, as well as the
souls of their subjects. The book features introductions by Rubenstein as well a foreword by
Librarian of Congress Carla Hayden, the first woman and the first African American to lead our
national library. Richly illustrated with archival images from the Library of Congress, the book is
destined to become a classic for serious readers of American history. Through these captivating
exchanges, these bestselling and Pulitzer Prize–winning authors offer fresh insight on pivotal
moments from the Founding Era to the late 20th century.
  thomas jefferson and john adams relationship: Fears of a Setting Sun Dennis C.
Rasmussen, 2022-09-27 The surprising story of how George Washington, Alexander Hamilton, John
Adams, and Thomas Jefferson came to despair for the future of the nation they had created
Americans seldom deify their Founding Fathers any longer, but they do still tend to venerate the
Constitution and the republican government that the founders created. Strikingly, the founders
themselves were far less confident in what they had wrought, particularly by the end of their lives.
In fact, most of them—including George Washington, Alexander Hamilton, John Adams, and Thomas
Jefferson—came to deem America’s constitutional experiment an utter failure that was unlikely to
last beyond their own generation. Fears of a Setting Sun is the first book to tell the fascinating and
too-little-known story of the founders’ disillusionment. As Dennis Rasmussen shows, the founders’
pessimism had a variety of sources: Washington lost his faith in America’s political system above all
because of the rise of partisanship, Hamilton because he felt that the federal government was too
weak, Adams because he believed that the people lacked civic virtue, and Jefferson because of
sectional divisions laid bare by the spread of slavery. The one major founder who retained his faith
in America’s constitutional order to the end was James Madison, and the book also explores why he
remained relatively optimistic when so many of his compatriots did not. As much as Americans today
may worry about their country’s future, Rasmussen reveals, the founders faced even graver
problems and harbored even deeper misgivings. A vividly written account of a chapter of American
history that has received too little attention, Fears of a Setting Sun will change the way that you look
at the American founding, the Constitution, and indeed the United States itself.
  thomas jefferson and john adams relationship: In God We Trust Michael Shea, 2012-05-11
This book is a unique look into God's hand in American history, viewed through the life of George
Washington. The book reflects the providential view that Washington and other Founding Fathers
had of the God of history (God of Abraham). The book attempts to document God's hand in
Washington's life and the Revolutionary War using Washington's own words and detailing the
numerous micarcles that led to the country's eventual independence and subsequent constitution.
The book also explores the country's reason for existence, God's purpose in the founding of the
United States, and what it portends for our future survival as a nation.
  thomas jefferson and john adams relationship: Encyclopedia of African American
History, 1619-1895 Paul Finkelman, 2006-04-06 It is impossible to understand America without
understanding the history of African Americans. In nearly seven hundred entries, the Encyclopedia
of African American History, 1619-1895 documents the full range of the African American
experience during that period - from the arrival of the first slave ship to the death of Frederick
Douglass - and shows how all aspects of American culture, history, and national identity have been
profoundly influenced by the experience of African Americans.The Encyclopedia covers an
extraordinary range of subjects. Major topics such as Abolitionism, Black Nationalism, the Civil War,



the Dred Scott case, Reconstruction, Slave Rebellions and Insurrections, the Underground Railroad,
and Voting Rights are given the in-depth treatment one would expect. But the encyclopedia also
contains hundreds of fascinating entries on less obvious subjects, such as the African Grove Theatre,
Black Seafarers, Buffalo Soldiers, the Catholic Church and African Americans, Cemeteries and
Burials, Gender, Midwifery, New York African Free Schools, Oratory and Verbal Arts, Religion and
Slavery, the Secret Six, and much more. In addition, the Encyclopedia offers brief biographies of
important African Americans - as well as white Americans who have played a significant role in
African American history - from Crispus Attucks, John Brown, and Henry Ward Beecher to Olaudah
Equiano, Frederick Douglass, Sarah Grimke, Sojourner Truth, Nat Turner, Phillis Wheatley, and
many others.All of the Encyclopedia's alphabetically arranged entries are accessibly written and free
of jargon and technical terms. To facilitate ease of use, many composite entries gather similar topics
under one headword. The entry for Slave Narratives, for example, includes three subentries: The
Slave Narrative in America from the Colonial Period to the Civil War, Interpreting Slave Narratives,
and African and British Slave Narratives. A headnote detailing the various subentries introduces
each composite entry. Selective bibliographies and cross-references appear at the end of each
article to direct readers to related articles within the Encyclopedia and to primary sources and
scholarly works beyond it. A topical outline, chronology of major events, nearly 300 black and white
illustrations, and comprehensive index further enhance the work's usefulness.
  thomas jefferson and john adams relationship: The Biography Book Daniel S. Burt,
2001-02-28 From Marilyn to Mussolini, people captivate people. A&E's Biography, best-selling
autobiographies, and biographical novels testify to the popularity of the genre. But where does one
begin? Collected here are descriptions and evaluations of over 10,000 biographical works, including
books of fact and fiction, biographies for young readers, and documentaries and movies, all based on
the lives of over 500 historical figures from scientists and writers, to political and military leaders, to
artists and musicians. Each entry includes a brief profile, autobiographical and primary sources, and
recommended works. Short reviews describe the pertinent biographical works and offer insight into
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