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jonathan glover causing death and saving lives is a phrase that might
initially sound contradictory or even provocative. Yet, it encapsulates a
profound ethical inquiry that Jonathan Glover, a renowned bioethicist and
philosopher, has explored extensively in his work. His investigations delve
into the moral complexities surrounding decisions that impact life and death
— from euthanasia and war to medical ethics and human rights. Understanding
Glover's perspectives helps us grapple with the difficult choices humanity
faces when the boundary between causing death and saving lives becomes
blurred.

The Ethical Paradoxes in Life and Death
Decisions

Jonathan Glover’s philosophical approach often centers on the tension between
harming and helping, especially when the outcomes involve life or death. The
crux of his argument is that sometimes, causing death may paradoxically be
the means to save lives or alleviate suffering. This controversial idea
challenges conventional moral frameworks that strictly separate killing from
saving.

The Moral Distinction Between Killing and Letting
Die

One of the fundamental issues Glover examines is the difference between
actively causing death and passively allowing death to occur. For instance,
in medical ethics, actively ending a patient’s life through euthanasia is
often seen as morally different from withholding treatment that leads to
death. However, Glover questions whether this distinction holds up under
scrutiny, especially when the intention is to reduce suffering.

He suggests that the intentions behind actions and the consequences they
bring about are crucial in evaluating their morality. This nuanced view
encourages a more compassionate and pragmatic stance, especially in end-of-
life care scenarios.



War, Violence, and the Ethics of Killing

Jonathan Glover also explores the ethics of war and violence, a context where
causing death and saving lives collide starkly. He contemplates the moral
dilemmas faced by soldiers and policymakers who must decide when taking a
life might be justified to save many others. His analysis acknowledges the
tragic nature of such decisions but insists on the importance of minimizing
harm and upholding human dignity.

Jonathan Glover’s Influence on Bioethics and
Medical Decisions

Bioethics is an area where Glover’s ideas have had significant impact. His
thoughtful exploration of life and death issues informs debates on
euthanasia, assisted suicide, and the allocation of scarce medical resources.

End-of-Life Care and Patient Autonomy

Glover champions the idea that respecting patient autonomy is essential when
considering life-ending decisions. He argues that individuals should have the
right to make informed choices about their bodies and lives, including the
option to choose death in cases of unbearable suffering. This perspective has
influenced legal and ethical discussions around euthanasia and assisted dying
in various countries.

Balancing Harm and Benefit in Medical Ethics

Another key contribution from Glover is his emphasis on balancing the
potential harm and benefits of medical interventions. Whether it’s deciding
to withdraw life support or administer risky treatments, his approach
encourages healthcare professionals to carefully weigh outcomes rather than
rigidly adhering to rules that may cause unnecessary suffering.

Philosophical Insights into Causing Death and
Saving Lives

Jonathan Glover’s work is not just about practical ethics but also about
deeper philosophical questions concerning human life, suffering, and
responsibility.



The Role of Compassion in Ethical Decision-Making

Central to Glover’s philosophy is the role of compassion. He believes that
ethical decisions around death and life should be guided by empathy and an
understanding of suffering. This humanistic approach challenges cold,
impersonal moral rules and calls for sensitivity to individual circumstances.

Responsibility and Moral Blame

Glover explores how responsibility and moral blame are assigned when death
results from human action or inaction. His insights reveal the complexities
in judging culpability, especially in situations where intentions are good
but outcomes are tragic. This understanding helps foster more nuanced
discussions about accountability in medicine, war, and policy.

Practical Implications: When Causing Death
Saves Lives

The paradox of causing death to save lives appears in many real-world
scenarios, and Jonathan Glover’s analysis provides clarity on navigating
these difficult situations.

Medical Interventions: The Double-Effect Principle

In medicine, the double-effect principle describes situations where a
treatment intended to relieve pain may also hasten death. Glover’s work helps
frame this principle critically, emphasizing intention and proportionality.
It guides physicians in ethically administering care that respects patient
dignity without unnecessarily prolonging suffering.

Self-Defense and Just War Theory

In contexts of self-defense or just war, taking life can be morally justified
to protect others. Glover’s reflections help policymakers and the public
understand the gravity and constraints of such decisions, advocating for
restraint and clear ethical guidelines to prevent abuse or unnecessary
violence.



Public Health and Resource Allocation

During health crises, such as pandemics, choices about allocating limited
resources can mean life or death for many. Glover’s ethical framework
supports transparent, fair decision-making processes that aim to save as many
lives as possible while respecting individual rights.

Jonathan Glover Causing Death and Saving Lives:
A Continuing Dialogue

The philosophical and ethical issues Jonathan Glover raises remain highly
relevant today. As medical technology advances and societies face new moral
challenges, his balanced, compassionate approach offers valuable guidance. By
embracing the complexities rather than shying away from them, we can better
navigate the difficult terrain where causing death and saving lives
intersect.

In reflecting on Glover’s work, it becomes clear that ethical decision-making
involves more than rules—it demands empathy, critical thinking, and a
willingness to confront uncomfortable truths. Whether in medicine, war, or
public policy, these insights encourage us to consider the profound human
impact behind every choice that touches life and death.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Jonathan Glover and what is his stance on
causing death and saving lives?
Jonathan Glover is a prominent bioethicist and philosopher known for his work
on the ethics of life and death. He explores the moral implications of
causing death and saving lives, often emphasizing the complexity of ethical
decisions in medical and philosophical contexts.

What ethical issues does Jonathan Glover discuss
regarding causing death?
Jonathan Glover discusses ethical issues such as euthanasia, war, and capital
punishment, questioning when, if ever, it is morally permissible to cause
death. He examines the intentions behind causing death and the consequences
for individuals and society.



How does Jonathan Glover differentiate between
causing death and saving lives?
Glover differentiates causing death and saving lives by focusing on
intention, context, and consequences. He argues that while saving lives is
generally valued, causing death can sometimes be ethically justified,
especially to prevent greater harm or suffering.

What impact has Jonathan Glover's work had on
medical ethics regarding life and death decisions?
Jonathan Glover's work has significantly influenced medical ethics by
providing a framework to evaluate end-of-life decisions, euthanasia, and the
allocation of scarce medical resources. His nuanced approach helps healthcare
professionals navigate complex moral dilemmas.

Are there any controversies associated with Jonathan
Glover's views on causing death and saving lives?
Yes, some of Jonathan Glover's views, particularly on euthanasia and morally
permissible killing, have sparked controversy. Critics argue that his
utilitarian approach may undermine the sanctity of life, while supporters
believe it offers a realistic and compassionate ethical perspective.

Additional Resources
**Jonathan Glover Causing Death and Saving Lives: An Ethical Examination**

jonathan glover causing death and saving lives presents a profound
exploration into some of the most challenging moral questions faced by
society. As a prominent British philosopher and bioethicist, Glover’s work
navigates the murky waters between the ethical implications of causing death
and the moral responsibilities involved in saving lives. His perspectives,
especially on issues like euthanasia, war, and medical ethics, have sparked
intense debate and continue to influence contemporary discussions in
philosophy, law, and healthcare.

Jonathan Glover’s Philosophical Framework

Jonathan Glover’s contributions are deeply rooted in utilitarian ethics,
where the consequences of actions weigh heavily in moral evaluation. However,
his approach is nuanced, emphasizing the complexity of human emotions,
intentions, and societal values. Glover challenges simplistic moral
dichotomies by dissecting scenarios where causing death might be ethically
permissible and exploring the paradoxes involved in saving lives.



His seminal work, *Causing Death and Saving Lives* (1977), remains a
cornerstone in bioethical literature. The book systematically examines the
moral distinctions between acts and omissions, intentional and unintentional
harm, and the justification of killing versus letting die. Glover’s arguments
provide a framework for analyzing legal and ethical policies surrounding
euthanasia, capital punishment, and medical interventions.

Causing Death: Ethical Boundaries and Justifications

At the heart of Glover’s analysis lies the question: under what
circumstances, if any, is it morally acceptable to cause death? He confronts
this issue by distinguishing between killing and letting die, arguing that
while both can result in death, the ethical weight assigned to each can
differ depending on context and intention.

Glover scrutinizes cases of euthanasia and assisted suicide, advocating for a
compassionate understanding of individual autonomy and suffering. He posits
that in certain situations, actively causing death to alleviate unbearable
pain or terminal illness can be ethically defensible. This position was
groundbreaking at a time when euthanasia was largely taboo in public
discourse.

Moreover, Glover extends the discussion to wartime ethics, questioning the
morality of killing in combat. He acknowledges the harsh realities of
conflict but urges a careful consideration of proportionality and necessity,
reflecting on how soldiers and policymakers navigate the tension between duty
and moral responsibility.

Saving Lives: Moral Imperatives and Practical
Challenges

On the flip side, Jonathan Glover’s exploration of saving lives delves into
the duties individuals and societies hold in preserving life. He interrogates
medical ethics, particularly the allocation of scarce resources, decisions in
emergency care, and the obligation to prevent harm.

Glover challenges the notion that saving lives is an unqualified moral good
by highlighting dilemmas where interventions may prolong suffering or
compromise quality of life. His work prompts healthcare professionals to
balance the impulse to save lives with respect for patient autonomy and
dignity.

Furthermore, Glover’s insights emphasize the societal dimensions of life-
saving efforts, such as public health policies, vaccination programs, and
disaster response. He underscores the complexity of prioritizing lives in
triage scenarios, where choices must be made under uncertainty and pressure.



Impact and Controversies Surrounding Glover’s
Views

Jonathan Glover’s perspectives on causing death and saving lives have shaped
ethical debates but have also attracted criticism. Some argue that his
utilitarian leanings risk justifying morally questionable actions if they
maximize overall good. Others praise his willingness to confront difficult
issues honestly, valuing his emphasis on empathy and nuanced judgment.

Influence on Euthanasia and Assisted Dying
Legislation

Glover’s arguments have been cited in discussions about euthanasia
legalization in various countries. His insistence on respecting individual
choice and alleviating suffering resonates with advocates pushing for
compassionate laws. However, opponents fear that such rationales might erode
protections for vulnerable populations.

War Ethics and Moral Responsibility

In the context of war, Glover’s reflections have contributed to the evolving
discourse on just war theory and the ethics of military engagement. His view
that killing in war is not inherently immoral but must be constrained by
strict ethical criteria helps frame debates on drone warfare, civilian
casualties, and military obedience.

Key Themes in Jonathan Glover’s Ethical Inquiry

Intentionality: Differentiating between intended harm and foreseen but
unintended consequences.

Autonomy: Respecting individuals' rights to make decisions about their
own lives and deaths.

Suffering: Evaluating the moral significance of pain and quality of life
in life-and-death decisions.

Consequentialism: Assessing actions based on their outcomes rather than
strict rule adherence.

Moral Complexity: Rejecting black-and-white judgments in favor of
context-sensitive evaluations.



Comparative Perspectives: Glover and Contemporary
Ethicists

When compared to contemporaries like Peter Singer and Tom Beauchamp, Glover
stands out for his focus on the emotional and psychological complexities
underlying ethical decisions. While Singer emphasizes utilitarian
calculations and Beauchamp highlights principlism (autonomy, beneficence,
non-maleficence, justice), Glover balances these with a deeper exploration of
human vulnerability and moral regret.

The Continuing Relevance of Glover’s Work

In an era marked by rapid advancements in medical technology, artificial
intelligence, and bioengineering, Jonathan Glover’s examination of causing
death and saving lives remains critically relevant. Questions about
euthanasia, end-of-life care, and the ethics of emerging technologies require
the kind of careful, empathetic analysis that Glover champions.

His work encourages ongoing reflection on how societies value life and death,
urging policymakers, medical professionals, and the public to engage
thoughtfully with these enduring ethical challenges. In a world where the
power to save and to end life increasingly intersects with law and
technology, Glover’s contributions serve as a vital guide in navigating these
complex moral landscapes.

Jonathan Glover Causing Death And Saving Lives
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befähigen, das Altern einzudämmen und die menschliche Lebensspanne erheblich auszuweiten,
eventuell sogar bis zur biologischen Unsterblichkeit. Aber wäre ein sehr viel längeres Leben
überhaupt ein Gewinn? Oder würden wir trotz dauerhafter körperlicher Fitness seelisch vergreisen?
Ist biologische Unsterblichkeit ein erstrebenswerter Zustand? Und wie steht es mit den moralischen
Problemen, die sich stellen, wenn das Geheimnis des Alterns gelüftet ist? Ist es zum Beispiel
ungerecht, wenn sich nur Wohlhabende lebensverlängernde Therapien leisten können? Sebastian
Knell geht diesen elementaren Fragen in seiner großangelegten philosophischen Studie auf den
Grund und kommt zu klaren Einschätzungen, die spätestens dann von hoher praktischer Relevanz
sein werden, wenn »Anti-Aging« nicht mehr nur ein Zauberwort der Kosmetikindustrie ist. Das
könnte in nicht allzu ferner Zukunft der Fall sein.
  jonathan glover causing death and saving lives: Unsterbliche Sterbliche Viktor Hoffmann,
2021-07-05 Who wants to live forever? Jeder. Keiner. Die Suche nach irdischer Unsterblichkeit ist
als Gegenstand von Erzählung so alt wie das Erzählen selbst: Seit Anbeginn der Überlieferung bildet
das Streben nach ewigem Leben einen zentralen Stoff menschlicher Fantasie, der sich bis in die
aktuellen Formen auch audiovisuellen Erzählens fortgesetzt hat. Die fiktiven Narrative begleiten
dabei ein ganz reales Streben um die Verlängerung des Lebens, das sich vom Okkulten zum
Religiösen, vom Magischen zum Wissenschaftlichen und hin zu den aktuellen Bestrebungen der
Life-Science im Silicon Valley an immer neue Kontexte zu heften versteht. Dem Wechselspiel beider
Sphären widmet sich der vorliegende Band: Er verfolgt, wie sich im fortlaufenden Gespräch über die
Unsterblichkeit Legenden und Beobachtungen, Geschichten und Untersuchungen, Visionen und
Studien, kurz Fiktion und Forschung annähern. Gerade an der entstehenden Schnittstelle kann
Erzählung ihr ganzes Potential entfalten: Wo sie zum Simulationsraum einzig in der Fiktion
durchzuspielender Phänomene wird, da ist ihr Zugang exklusiv. Ihre Unsterblichen stecken den
Rahmen für ein zukünftiges Operieren mit realen Lebensverlängerungsangeboten ab. Ihre
Aushandlung von Unsterblichkeit generiert dabei Deutungsangebote, die mit Philosophie, Publizistik
und auch Naturwissenschaft um die Legitimität freilich auch einer Interpretation bereits
gegenwärtiger Konflikte konkurrieren.
  jonathan glover causing death and saving lives: Grundlagen einer gerechten
Organverteilung Thomas Gutmann, Klaus A. Schneewind, Ulrich Schroth, Volker H. Schmidt,
Antonellus Elsässer, Walter Land, Günther F. Hillebrand, 2013-03-07 Organe sind knapp, und die
Zahl der Patienten, die versterben, oder nicht wieder gut zu machende Schäden an ihrer Gesundheit
erleiden, bevor ihnen mit einer Transplantation geholfen werden kann, steigt ständig. Nach welchen
Prinzipien aber sollen Lebenschancen an Bürger zugeteilt werden, die an Leben oder Gesundheit
bedroht sind, wenn nicht allen von ihnen geholfen werden kann? Wer soll weiter leiden? Wer soll
sterben, wenn nicht alle leben können? Diese Frage kann nicht allein mit medizinischem Wissen
beantwortet werden; sie zwingt vielmehr unausweichlich zu normativen Wertungen und zu einer
Zusammenschau dessen, was Medizin, Psychologie, Recht, Ethik und Soziologie zur Lösung dieses
Problems beitragen können.
  jonathan glover causing death and saving lives: Verantwortung zwischen materialer
und prozeduraler Zurechnung Lorenz Schulz, 2000 Aus dem Inhalt: I. Dietmar von der Pfordten:
Rechtsethische Rechtfertigung - material oder prozedural? Kommentar: Rainer Forst: aNormativer
Individualismuso: Substantielle Grundlage einer prozeduralen Rechtfertigung des Rechts? u
Elisabeth Holzleithner: Prekare Verhaltnisse? Das Individuum in der Gemeinschaft II. Peter Niesen:
Redefreiheit, Menschenrecht und Moral Kommentar: Simone Dietz: Recht, Lugen und Moral III.
Frank Saliger: Grundrechtsschutz durch Verfahren und Sterbehilfe Kommentar: Michael
Anderheiden: Grundrechtsschutz durch Verfahren: Sterbehilfe nach privater Vorsorge statt
offentlichem Krisenmanagement IV. Schluabetrachtung: Lorenz Schulz: Strukturen der
Verantwortung in Recht und Moral. (Franz Steiner 2000)
  jonathan glover causing death and saving lives: Ethics, Killing and War Richard Norman,
1995-02-09 Richard Norman looks at issues concerning the justification for war and thereby
examines the possibility and nature of rational moral argument.



  jonathan glover causing death and saving lives: Practical Ethics Peter Singer, 2011-02-21
For thirty years, Peter Singer's Practical Ethics has been the classic introduction to applied ethics.
For this third edition, the author has revised and updated all the chapters and added a new chapter
addressing climate change, one of the most important ethical challenges of our generation. Some of
the questions discussed in this book concern our daily lives. Is it ethical to buy luxuries when others
do not have enough to eat? Should we buy meat from intensively reared animals? Am I doing
something wrong if my carbon footprint is above the global average? Other questions confront us as
concerned citizens: equality and discrimination on the grounds of race or sex; abortion, the use of
embryos for research and euthanasia; political violence and terrorism; and the preservation of our
planet's environment. This book's lucid style and provocative arguments make it an ideal text for
university courses and for anyone willing to think about how she or he ought to live.
  jonathan glover causing death and saving lives: Die Philosophie Bei Metallica William Irwin,
2009 Metallica und Philosophie, man könnte denken hier prallten zwei Welten aufeinander. So ist es
aber nicht, Metallica ist nicht nur laut und schnell, es ist auch eine Band die auf ihre Art ernste
Themen anspricht und Stellung bezieht. Der Philosophieprofessor und Metallica-Fan William Irwin
zeigt Ihnen was die Band mit den Lehren von Nietzsche, Kierkegaard und Marx gemein hat. Eine
Gruppe ist mehr als die Menge ihrer Musik und Texte und so wird am Ende auch die Frage geklärt
was eine Band ihren Fans schuldet.
  jonathan glover causing death and saving lives: Bioethics Helga Kuhse, Udo Schüklenk,
Peter Singer, 2015-10-19 Now fully revised and updated, Bioethics: An Anthology, 3rd edition,
contains a wealth of new material reflecting the latest developments. This definitive text brings
together writings on an unparalleled range of key ethical issues, compellingly presented by
internationally renowned scholars. The latest edition of this definitive one-volume collection, now
updated to reflect the latest developments in the field Includes several new additions, including
important historical readings and new contemporary material published since the release of the last
edition in 2006 Thematically organized around an unparalleled range of issues, including discussion
of the moral status of embryos and fetuses, new genetics, neuroethics, life and death, resource
allocation, organ donations, public health, AIDS, human and animal experimentation, genetic
screening, and issues facing nurses Subjects are clearly and captivatingly discussed by globally
distinguished bioethicists A detailed index allows the reader to find terms and topics not listed in the
titles of the essays themselves
  jonathan glover causing death and saving lives: Deliver Us From Abortion Brian Fisher,
2015-01-15 The author of Abortion: The Ultimate Exploitation of Women offers a blueprint for the
American Church to handle abortion in our country. Consider that for the past forty years, a
staggering fifty-six million Americans have been killed by abortion. It claims the lives of over 1.2
million children every year, or roughly one child every twenty-five seconds. So why isn’t the
American church doing something to stop this atrocity, which is the greatest holocaust in American
history? The majority of American churches, God’s institutions for spreading the gospel of peace and
defending the weak and innocent, remain silent. Feeding the poor, stopping human trafficking,
rescuing children from abuse, and protecting women from exploitation are all issues the church is
addressing. Yet abortion remains eerily absent from the list of church priorities in America. Why
isn’t it the church’s highest priority? Is the American church silent because abortion has become
politicized and church leaders are afraid to discuss it or because we simply don’t know what the
Bible says about it? What will cause the church to wake up, rise up and take this issue to task to save
our children? In his latest book, Deliver Us From Abortion, Brian Fisher, co-founder and president of
Online for Life, breaks the veil of silence and uncovers the reality of abortion in the church, what the
Bible really says about it, and how God has empowered His church to end this unspeakable tragedy.
Praise for Deliver Us from Abortion “This book provides a powerful defense for the children who
can’t speak for themselves.” —Josh McDowell, bestselling author of 138 books including More Than
a Carpenter “Abortion is the greatest moral crisis of our generation, yet far too many churches have
remained silent. In Deliver Us From Abortion, Brian Fisher offers a blueprint for the American



church that is both instructive and encouraging. I pray that we can all hear and accept his
challenge.” —Dr. Tony Evans, president, The Urban Alternative, senior pastor, Oak Cliff Bible
Fellowship “Growing up in the King family during the Civil Rights era, I know what the church can
accomplish. I am so glad Brian has written this book. May it challenge and equip the church to end
the abortion holocaust in America.” —Dr. Alveda King, director of African-American outreach,
Priests for Life
  jonathan glover causing death and saving lives: The Ethics of the Environment Robin
Attfield, 2017-05-15 This book brings together over thirty of the foremost contributions to
environmental ethics, from pioneering papers to recent work at the cutting edge of thought in this
field. It also unites them through an innovative introductory essay which appraises both strengths
and weaknesses and presents a distinctive view of the subject. Areas covered include the land ethic,
Deep Ecology, biocentric approaches, environmental virtue ethics, feminist contributions, debates on
equity and on the interests and representation of future generations, preservation, sustainability and
sustainable development. The importance of attempts to discover a comprehensive ethic relevant
both to the environment and other key areas of ethical debate is highlighted. Robin Attfield has been
working in this field for thirty years, and has published several related collections and monographs,
of which the latest is Environmental Ethics: An Overview for the Twenty-First Century, published by
Polity in 2003. The Ethics of The Environment complements that work, from which it incorporates a
significant extract about the considerable practical difference that environmental ethics is capable of
making.
  jonathan glover causing death and saving lives: The Value of Life John Harris, 2006-12-05
First published in 1985. Medical ethics is a vitally important subject and currently a highly
controversial one. Recent cases have highlighted both the intellectual and moral challenges posed by
the dilemmas of modern medicine and their significance for us all. John Harris fives a fully
up-to-date survey of the issues in this crucial field of applied ethics, including in vitro fertilisation
and experimentation on human embryos.
  jonathan glover causing death and saving lives: Terminal Choices Robert N. Wennberg,
1989 A discussion of the moral, religious, legal, and personal issues surrounding euthanasia, suicide,
and the right to die.
  jonathan glover causing death and saving lives: Taking Life Torbjorn Tannsjo, 2015-08-03
When is it right to kill? Three ethical theories are examined, deontology, a moral rights theory, and
utilitarianism. The implications of each theory are worked out for different kinds of killing. In the
final analysis, utilitarianism can best account for our considered intuitions about these kinds of
killing.
  jonathan glover causing death and saving lives: The Ends of Human Life Ezekiel J. Emanuel,
1991 Ezekiel Emanuel, trained as both a physician and a political theorist, rejects the claim that
most of today's dilemmas of medical ethics are created by advances in medical technology. He
maintains that the seemingly endless debates are the inevitable consequence of liberal political
values. He proposes an alternative ideology, a liberal communitarianism that imagines a federation
of political communities dedicated to democratic deliberations to guide the formulation of laws and
policies.
  jonathan glover causing death and saving lives: Beyond Neutrality George Sher, 1997-01-13
A major contribution to contemporary political theory examining the state's intervention in people's
lives.
  jonathan glover causing death and saving lives: The Oxford Companion to Philosophy
Ted Honderich, 2005-03-10 Oxford University Press presents a major new edition of the definitive
philosophical reference work for readers at all levels. For ten years the original volume has served
as a stimulating introduction for general readers and as an indispensable guide for students; its
breadth and depth of coverage have ensured that it is also read with pleasure and interest by those
working at a higher level in philosophy and related disciplines. A distinguished international
assembly of 249 philosophers contributed almost 2,000 entries, and many of these have now been



considerably revised and updated; to these are added over 300 brand-new pieces on a fascinating
range of current topics. This new edition offers enlightening and enjoyable discussions of all aspects
of philosophy, and of the lives and work of the great philosophers from antiquity to the present day.
  jonathan glover causing death and saving lives: Value, Obligation, and Meta-Ethics
Robin Attfield, 2020-10-12 This work defends an interrelated set of theses in value-theory, normative
ethics and meta-ethics. The three Parts correspond to these three areas. Part One (Value) defends a
biocentric theory of moral standing, and then the coherence and objectivity of belief in intrinsic
value, despite recent objections. Intrinsic value is located in the flourishing of living creatures;
specifically, a neo-Aristotelian, species-relative account is supplied of wellbeing or flourishing, in
terms of the development of the essential capacities of one's species. There follows a theory of
priorities, or of relative intrinsic value, in which the satisfaction of basic needs takes priority over
other needs and over wants, and the interests of complex and sophisticated creatures over those of
others, where they are at stake. Part Two defends a practice-consequentialist theory of the criteria
of rightness and of obligation, which leaves room for supererogation, underpins our intuitions about
justice, commends population growth only where it is genuinely desirable, and responds better than
act-consequentialism to objections like that concerned with the separateness of persons. Part Three
sifts meta-ethical theories, rejects moral relativism, and defends a cognitivist and naturalist
meta-ethic. In defending analytical naturalism, it takes into account the latest literature on
supervenience. By responding to recent discussions, this study supersedes my Theory of Value and
Obligation (1987). It is equipped with detailed end-notes and an ample bibliography, which could
prove a research tool of itself.
  jonathan glover causing death and saving lives: Other-person-ness and the Person with
Profound Disabilities Pia Matthews, 2022-10-13 Many people think that profound disability
presents us with a real problem, often because it seems difficult to connect with someone who does
not seem to think or act like us. Positioning profound disability in this way immediately sets up a
‘them’ and ‘us’, where the person with profound disability becomes the problematic ‘other’.
Attempts to bridge the ‘them’ and ‘us’ risk reducing everyone to the same where disability is not
taken seriously. In contrast to a ‘them’ and ‘us’, and negative connotations of the other found in the
existentialist philosophies of writers like Sartre and Beauvoir, Pia Matthews argues for a return to a
positive view of the other. One positive approach to the other, based on an ethics of relationship as
championed by Levinas, seems to mitigate the other-ness of profound disability. However, this still
makes the person with profound disability dependent on the ethical concern of the more powerful
other. Instead, this book argues for return to a personalist philosophy of being offered by Mounier,
Marcel, and Wojtyła, and deepened by participation, belonging, and the possibility of contributing to
the good of all. This deepened philosophy of being gives a more solid foundation for people who are
especially at the mercy of others. It will be of interest to all scholars and students of disability
studies, philosophy and anthropology.
  jonathan glover causing death and saving lives: Euthanasia, Ethics and Public Policy
John Keown, 2018-10-18 This book argues against the legalisation of voluntary euthanasia and/or
physician-assisted suicide on the ground that, even if they were ethically defensible in certain 'hard
cases', neither could be effectively controlled by law. It maintains that the experience of legalisation
in the Netherlands, Belgium and Oregon lends support to the two 'slippery slope' arguments against
legalisation, the 'empirical' and the 'logical'. The empirical argument challenges the feasibility of
drafting and enforcing adequate safeguards against abuse and mistake; the logical argument shows
that acceptance of the case for euthanasia in the case of suffering patients who request it logically
involves acceptance of euthanasia for suffering patients who are unable to request it, such as infants
and those with advanced dementia.
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