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martin luther king a time to break silence is more than just a phrase; it represents a
pivotal moment in history when Dr. King courageously spoke out against injustice beyond
racial inequality. This powerful speech, delivered on April 4, 1967, at Riverside Church in
New York City, marked a significant shift in King's activism. It was a time when he chose to
confront the Vietnam War head-on, linking the struggles for civil rights and peace in a way
that challenged the status quo. Understanding this speech and its implications offers
profound insights into King's philosophy and the broader fight for justice.

The Context Behind "A Time to Break Silence"

Before diving into the speech itself, it’s important to grasp the backdrop against which
Martin Luther King delivered "A Time to Break Silence." The 1960s were a turbulent era
marked by the Civil Rights Movement’s fight against segregation and discrimination,
alongside escalating U.S. involvement in the Vietnam War. Many civil rights leaders were
hesitant to criticize the war, fearing it might dilute their message or alienate supporters.

Why Did King Speak Out Against the Vietnam War?

King’s decision to publicly denounce the Vietnam War was rooted in his deep commitment
to nonviolence and justice. He recognized the war as a form of systemic violence that
disproportionately affected poor and minority communities, both in the United States and
abroad. In "A Time to Break Silence," King argued that the war diverted resources and
attention from pressing social issues at home, including poverty and racial injustice.

He boldly stated that the U.S. government was spending billions on the war while
neglecting the needs of its most vulnerable citizens. This intersection of militarism, racism,
and economic inequality was a central theme in his speech, reflecting his holistic view of
social justice.

Key Themes in Martin Luther King’s Speech

The speech "A Time to Break Silence" is rich with themes that resonate even today. Let’s
explore some of the most significant ideas King presented.



The Moral Responsibility to Speak Out

At its core, the speech is a call to courage and conscience. King emphasized that silence in
the face of injustice is complicity. He urged individuals, especially religious and political
leaders, to break their silence on the war and other injustices. The phrase "a time to break
silence" itself suggests that there comes a moment when speaking up is not only necessary
but morally imperative.

Linking War and Poverty

King made a compelling case that war and poverty are interconnected issues. He pointed
out that the financial and human costs of the Vietnam War exacerbated poverty in the
United States, especially among African Americans and other marginalized groups. This
insight broadened the civil rights agenda, showing how economic injustice and militarism
feed into one another.

Nonviolence and Justice

True to his philosophy, King maintained a firm commitment to nonviolence. His opposition
to the war was not just political but deeply ethical, grounded in the belief that violence
begets violence. He envisioned a world where justice could be achieved through peaceful
means, a vision that remains influential in movements for social change.

The Impact of "A Time to Break Silence" on the
Civil Rights Movement

King’s speech was controversial at the time and sparked varied reactions. Many civil rights
activists supported his anti-war stance, while others feared it would alienate allies in
government or the public. Despite the mixed reception, the speech expanded the scope of
the civil rights movement to include broader critiques of American foreign and domestic
policy.

Shifting Public Perception

By publicly opposing the Vietnam War, King challenged Americans to reconsider the
morality of their government’s actions. His speech helped raise awareness about the war’s
human costs and its impact on American society’s most vulnerable. Over time, this
contributed to growing anti-war sentiment and protests across the country.



Influence on Later Activism

The courage King displayed in "A Time to Break Silence" inspired future generations of
activists who understand the importance of speaking truth to power, even when it is
unpopular. His willingness to link issues of war, racism, and poverty set a precedent for
intersectional activism, where multiple forms of injustice are addressed simultaneously.

Lessons from Martin Luther King's "A Time to
Break Silence" for Today

Even decades later, the lessons from King’s speech remain incredibly relevant. Here are
some insights that individuals and communities can draw from this powerful moment in
history.

The Importance of Moral Courage

One of the greatest takeaways is the value of moral courage. Speaking out against injustice
often comes with risks, including backlash and isolation. King’s example reminds us that
true leadership requires the bravery to confront uncomfortable truths and to stand up for
what is right, regardless of popular opinion.

Recognizing the Interconnectedness of Social Issues

King’s ability to connect war, racism, and poverty encourages us to adopt a more holistic
approach to social justice. Understanding how different forms of oppression overlap can
lead to more effective strategies for change. For activists, policymakers, and citizens alike,
this perspective is crucial for addressing complex societal challenges.

Using Nonviolence as a Tool for Change

As King demonstrated, nonviolence is not passivity but a powerful method of resisting
injustice. It requires discipline, patience, and creativity. Embracing nonviolent principles can
help movements maintain moral high ground and win broader public support.

How to Apply the Spirit of "A Time to Break
Silence" in Modern Activism

What practical steps can we take today inspired by Martin Luther King's call to break
silence?



Educate Yourself and Others: Learn about current social, political, and
environmental issues, and share knowledge with your community.

Speak Up: Whether through social media, public forums, or personal conversations,
don’t hesitate to voice concerns about injustice.

Support Intersectional Movements: Engage with causes that address multiple
forms of inequality and oppression simultaneously.

Practice Nonviolent Advocacy: Organize peaceful protests, petitions, and
awareness campaigns to promote change.

Hold Leaders Accountable: Demand transparency and ethical behavior from
political and social leaders.

By embracing these actions, individuals and communities can continue the legacy of Martin
Luther King’s "A Time to Break Silence," fostering a more just and equitable world.

Martin Luther King’s decision to speak out during a time of war, despite the risks, serves as
a timeless reminder that silence in the face of injustice only perpetuates harm. His speech
challenges each of us to consider when it is our own time to break silence and stand up for
truth, peace, and justice.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'A Time to Break Silence' by Martin Luther King
Jr.?
'A Time to Break Silence' is a speech delivered by Martin Luther King Jr. on April 4, 1967, at
Riverside Church in New York City, where he publicly denounced the Vietnam War and
called for an end to U.S. military involvement.

Why did Martin Luther King Jr. decide to speak out
against the Vietnam War in 'A Time to Break Silence'?
King believed the Vietnam War was morally unjust and drained resources from social
programs aimed at combating poverty and racial injustice in the United States, prompting
him to take a stand against it.

What were the main themes of 'A Time to Break
Silence'?
The speech focused on themes of peace, justice, nonviolence, the moral responsibility to
oppose unjust wars, and the interconnectedness of social issues like racism, poverty, and



militarism.

How was 'A Time to Break Silence' received by the
public and the civil rights movement?
The speech was controversial; while some praised King's courage in opposing the war,
others criticized him for diverting attention from civil rights issues and potentially alienating
political allies.

What impact did 'A Time to Break Silence' have on
Martin Luther King Jr.'s legacy?
The speech solidified King's role as a broader advocate for peace and justice beyond civil
rights, linking the struggle for racial equality with anti-war activism and social justice.

Where and when was 'A Time to Break Silence'
delivered?
Martin Luther King Jr. delivered 'A Time to Break Silence' on April 4, 1967, at Riverside
Church in New York City.

How does 'A Time to Break Silence' reflect Martin
Luther King Jr.'s philosophy of nonviolence?
In the speech, King emphasized nonviolent resistance as a moral imperative and
condemned violence and war, advocating for peaceful solutions to conflict and systemic
injustice.

What biblical or religious references did Martin Luther
King Jr. use in 'A Time to Break Silence'?
King referenced religious and biblical themes, including the prophet Isaiah and the concept
of turning swords into plowshares, to underscore the moral urgency of peace and justice.

Why is 'A Time to Break Silence' considered a pivotal
moment in the anti-Vietnam War movement?
It was one of the first major public condemnations of the Vietnam War by a prominent
African American leader, helping to galvanize wider opposition to the war among civil rights
activists and the general public.

Additional Resources
Martin Luther King: A Time to Break Silence



martin luther king a time to break silence stands as one of the most profound and
courageous statements delivered by the civil rights leader during one of the most turbulent
periods in American history. Delivered on April 4, 1967, at Riverside Church in New York
City, this speech marked a pivotal shift in King’s public stance, as he openly criticized the
Vietnam War and connected the fight for civil rights at home with the broader struggle for
peace abroad. The speech’s enduring legacy continues to provoke reflection and debate,
offering invaluable insights into the intersections of morality, politics, and activism.

Contextualizing "A Time to Break Silence"

In the mid-1960s, Martin Luther King Jr. was widely celebrated for his leadership in the civil
rights movement, particularly for his advocacy of nonviolent protest to combat racial
segregation and injustice. However, by 1967, the Vietnam War had escalated, consuming
vast resources and claiming countless lives, many of whom were young African Americans.
Against this backdrop, King’s decision to speak out against the war was both
groundbreaking and controversial.

The speech, often referred to as “Beyond Vietnam,” challenged not only U.S. foreign policy
but also the broader societal acceptance of militarism and economic inequality. King argued
that the war was morally unjust, economically wasteful, and socially destructive,
particularly for the poor and marginalized communities in the United States. His
denunciation of the war linked the struggle for civil rights with the imperative for peace,
emphasizing the interconnectedness of justice in all its forms.

The Historical Significance of the Speech

Martin Luther King’s "A Time to Break Silence" was delivered at a moment when public
opinion about the Vietnam War was deeply divided. Many civil rights leaders hesitated to
comment on the war, fearing that criticism could alienate political allies or distract from
domestic racial issues. King’s boldness in addressing the war publicly marked a turning
point, illustrating his commitment to a comprehensive vision of justice.

This speech also highlighted the challenges faced by activists who sought to challenge
entrenched power structures. Shortly after the address, King faced significant backlash
from both government officials and segments of the media, who accused him of being
unpatriotic or naive. Despite this, King remained steadfast, underscoring the moral
imperative to speak out against injustice wherever it occurs.

Analyzing the Themes and Rhetoric

At the heart of "A Time to Break Silence" lies a complex interplay of themes: peace, justice,
morality, and economic inequality. King masterfully weaves these ideas together to present
a holistic critique of American society during the 1960s.



Peace and Nonviolence

King’s commitment to nonviolence is well-documented, and in this speech, he extends that
philosophy beyond the civil rights movement to the international stage. He condemns the
war as a form of violence that undermines the very values the United States claims to
uphold. By framing the war as antithetical to peace, King challenges listeners to reconsider
the ethical responsibilities of citizenship.

Economic Justice and Militarism

One of the speech’s most compelling arguments concerns the economic costs of the
Vietnam War. King articulates how the war diverts resources away from crucial social
programs that could alleviate poverty and improve education. This critique resonates with
contemporary debates around military spending versus social welfare, underscoring the
persistent tension between national security priorities and domestic social needs.

Racial Inequality and the War Effort

King draws a direct line between racial injustice at home and the disproportionate impact of
the war on African Americans and other minorities. He points out that poor people,
particularly from minority communities, are more likely to be drafted and sent to fight. This
intersectional analysis broadens the civil rights agenda to include anti-war activism,
highlighting the interconnectedness of social struggles.

The Impact and Legacy of the Speech

The ramifications of “A Time to Break Silence” were immediate and far-reaching. It altered
public perceptions of King, stirred debate within the civil rights movement, and influenced
the broader anti-war movement.

Public and Political Reactions

While some applauded King’s courage and moral clarity, others criticized the speech
harshly. Prominent newspapers labeled King as a radical, and some civil rights
organizations distanced themselves from his anti-war stance. Government surveillance and
attempts to discredit King intensified, reflecting the contentious political climate.

Influence on Social Movements

King’s integration of anti-war rhetoric with civil rights principles paved the way for greater



collaboration between peace activists and racial justice advocates. This fusion of
movements expanded the scope of social activism and inspired future generations to adopt
more intersectional approaches to advocacy.

Relevance to Contemporary Issues

Decades later, “A Time to Break Silence” remains remarkably relevant. Current discussions
about military interventions, systemic racism, and economic inequality echo many of King’s
critiques. His insistence on moral consistency and the inseparability of peace and justice
continues to inform debates on foreign policy and social reform.

Key Takeaways from Martin Luther King’s Speech

Moral Courage: King exemplified the importance of speaking truth to power, even
when it risks personal and political consequences.

Holistic Justice: The speech underscores that peace, racial equality, and economic
justice are interconnected goals.

Critique of Militarism: King challenges the societal acceptance of violence and
militarism as solutions to conflict.

Intersectionality: The address highlights the disproportionate impact of war on
marginalized communities, linking civil rights and anti-war activism.

Martin Luther King’s "A Time to Break Silence" is more than a historical artifact; it is a
powerful reminder of the enduring struggle for justice in all its dimensions. Its call for
courage, conscience, and comprehensive reform challenges each generation to reconsider
the cost of silence in the face of injustice.

Martin Luther King A Time To Break Silence

Find other PDF articles:
https://espanol.centerforautism.com/archive-th-116/Book?docid=xiF32-8428&title=perfection-schwa
nk-heater-manual.pdf

  martin luther king a time to break silence: A Time to Break Silence Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., 2013-11-05 The first collection of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s essential writings for high school
students and young people—with eighteen selections including I Have a Dream, Letter from
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Birmingham Jail, and What Is Your Life's Blueprint? “[Students] are in reality standing up for the
best in the American dream. . . . One day historians will record this student movement as one of the
most significant epics of our heritage.” —from “The Time for Freedom Has Come” A Time to Break
Silence presents the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s most important writings and
speeches—carefully selected by teachers across a variety of disciplines—in an accessible and
user-friendly volume for students. Arranged thematically in six parts, the collection includes
eighteen selections and is introduced by award-winning author Walter Dean Myers. Included are
some of Dr. King’s most well-known and frequently taught classic works, like “Letter from
Birmingham Jail” and “I Have a Dream,” as well as lesser-known pieces such as “The Sword that
Heals” and “What Is Your Life’s Blueprint?,” which speak to issues young people face today.
Teachers guide and companion curriculum developed by the Martin Luther King, Jr. Research and
Education Institute at Stanford University available online through www.thekinglegacy.org/teachers
  martin luther king a time to break silence: Breaking Silence Chad R. Abbott, Everett
Mitchell, 2004 The aim of this book is not to provide absolutes or sure solutions to abolishing war.
Our aim is to begin a conversation in local churches. In order to start this conversation, we invited a
panel of scholars, pastors, laypeople, and activists to write on war and the Church.
  martin luther king a time to break silence: Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Theology of
Resistance Rufus Burrow, Jr., 2014-11-19 It has been nearly fifty years since Martin Luther King, Jr.,
was assassinated at the Lorraine Motel in Memphis, Tennessee. Appraisals of King's contributions
began almost immediately and continue to this day. The author explores a great many of King's chief
ideas and socio-ethical practices: his concept of a moral universe, his doctrine of human dignity, his
belief that not all suffering is redemptive, his brand of personalism, his contribution to the
development of social ethics, the inclusion of young people in the movement, sexism as a
contradiction to his personalism, the problem of black-on-black violence, and others. The book
reveals both the strengths and the limitations in King's theological socio-ethical project, and shows
him to have relentlessly applied personalist ideas to organized nonviolent resistance campaigns in
order to change the world. Instructors considering this book for use in a course may request an
examination copy here.
  martin luther king a time to break silence: Thinking Nonviolence Ramin Jahanbegloo,
2024-08-30 This book presents a solid introduction to nonviolence as a mode of thinking and a mode
of life, but also as a strategy of self-defence and social and political transformation. Nonviolence is a
frequently misunderstood, frequently abused term. It can be used in very narrow or broad constructs
and can be based on a wide variety of philosophies and practices. The book will examine several of
the main currents of nonviolent thought and practice, as approaches that concentrate around the
concepts of “struggle” and “resistance”. By focusing on these two concepts, the book will examine
the theories and principles of nonviolence as well as the religious and philosophical underpinnings of
their commitments. The book dwells on the theoretical discussion of the concept and history of
nonviolence as a revolutionary concept for a change in mentalities and realities of our societies. It
brings to the forefront the philosophy of nonviolence as it developed from Socrates to Thoreau, Jesus
to Dalai Lama. The book covers Gandhi, Mandela, Martin Luther King, Jr. the advocates and
practitioners of non-violence in the 20th Century.
  martin luther king a time to break silence: Universalismus Hans Joas, 2025-05-19 Das Wohl
aller Menschen bei moralischen und politischen Entscheidungen zu berücksichtigen – das ist heute
für viele zumindest als Ideal gerechtfertigt. Aber schon immer gegeben und universell verbreitet ist
ein solches Menschheitsethos nicht. Wann und wo ist es also entstanden – und warum eigentlich? Ist
es eine Besonderheit der jüdisch-christlichen oder der westlich-aufklärerischen Tradition? Und wie
hängt seine Entstehung mit der Geschichte imperialer Weltherrschaft zusammen? In seinem
faszinierenden Buch folgt Hans Joas diesem Menschheitsethos in globaler Perspektive. Von der
sogenannten »Achsenzeit« ausgehend, zeichnet er dessen Entstehung in der griechischen Antike, in
Judentum und Christentum, in Indien und China nach und betrachtet es im Zusammenhang mit
imperialen Reichsbildungen bis hin zum Kolonialismus, Faschismus und Kommunismus. Kann es



einen Universalismus ohne Imperialismus überhaupt geben? Und wie steht der Islam zu den
achsenzeitlichen Entwürfen eines Menschheitsethos? Joas' Antworten auf diese großen Fragen fügen
sich zu einem Opus Magnum, mit dem er seine vielbeachteten Arbeiten zur Geschichte von Religion
und politischer Macht krönt.
  martin luther king a time to break silence: Dieses eine Leben Martin Hägglund, 2024-03-14
Was wir brauchen, um ein sinnvolles Leben zu führen, ist die beinahe heroische Anerkennung und
Bejahung dieses einen Lebens: Darin besteht die inspirierende Einsicht des philosophischen
Shootingstars Martin Hägglund. In seinem gefeierten Bestseller zeigt er, dass wir keinen religiösen
Glauben an die Ewigkeit, sondern einen säkularen Glauben kultivieren sollten, der sich unserem
endlichen Zusammenleben widmet. Nur ein solcher Glaube kann die Quelle einer wahren Freiheit
sein – und muss folglich das Zentrum einer überzeugenden Ethik und Politik für das 21. Jahrhundert
bilden. Unsere Freiheit ist untrennbar mit materiellen und ökonomischen Bedingungen verbunden:
Es kommt darauf an, wie wir in diesem Leben miteinander umgehen und was wir mit unserer
begrenzten Zeit anfangen. In seinem tiefgründigen, originellen und durchweg zugänglichen Buch
beschäftigt sich Hägglund daher nicht nur mit großen Philosophen von Aristoteles bis Hegel und
Marx, sondern auch mit Schriftstellern von Dante bis Proust und Knausgård, mit politischen
Ökonomen von Mill bis Keynes und Hayek sowie mit religiösen Denkern von Augustinus bis
Kierkegaard und Martin Luther King Jr. Ihm geht es dabei sowohl um eine Kritik religiöser Ideale als
auch um eine neuartige Vision einer postkapitalistischen Form des Zusammenlebens, in der wir
unsere Lebenszeit wirklich besitzen und unsere geistige Freiheit leben können.
  martin luther king a time to break silence: Rock- und Popmusik als Chance Klaus Depta,
2015-12-10 Klaus Depta zeigt, wie Pop- und Rockmusik dazu dient, die Kluft zwischen Katholiken
unterschiedlicher Lebenswelten und der Katholischen Kirche abzumildern oder gar zu überbrücken.
Insbesondere an den musikalischen Schwerpunkten Gospel, Reggae und Hip Hop macht er deutlich,
dass Religion und Musik eine gelungene Symbiose eingehen können, die in der heutigen Zeit für die
Verkündigung genutzt werden kann. Basierend auf der Sinus-Milieustudie beschreibt er nicht nur
das Verhältnis der katholischen Kirche zu popularer Musik und die Chancen, die sich aus einer
stärkeren Öffnung der Kirche dazu ergeben, sondern untersucht auch die christliche Musikszene in
Deutschland sowie das Vorkommen von Musik mit Sinn in Rundfunk und Fernsehen.
  martin luther king a time to break silence: Who Paid the Pipers of Western Marxism?
Gabriel Rockhill, 2025-12 Who Paid the Pipers of Western Marxism? offers a crash course in the
history of imperialist propaganda, as well as in the Marxist method for analyzing culture and
ideology. Author Gabriel Rockhill demonstrates the explanatory and transformative superiority of a
dialectical and historical materialist approach, while elucidating how the world of ideas is a crucial
site of class struggle. He then engages in a meticulous counter-history of the Frankfurt
School—which made a foundational contribution to Western Marxism—by situating it within the
global relations of class struggle and the imperialist war on actually existing socialism. With the
explicit and direct backing of powerful elements in the capitalist ruling class and the world’s leading
imperialist state, the Frankfurt School developed a widely promoted form of compatible critical
theory as an ersatz for dialectical and historical materialism. The volume concludes by bringing to
the fore the positive project that serves as the guiding methodological framework for the work as a
whole: a thoroughly anticolonial and anti-imperialist Marxism dedicated to building socialism in the
real world. Drawing on extensive archival research to pull back the curtain on ruling class
machinations, Rockhill’s book elucidates how the intellectual world war on the socialist alternative
has sought to shore up and promote a “compatible left” intelligentsia while misrepresenting,
maligning, and trying to destroy the revolutionary left.
  martin luther king a time to break silence: The Power of Silence Colum Kenny, 2018-03-21
This book demonstrates that silence is eloquent, powerful, beautiful and even dangerous. It
surrounds and permeates our daily lives. Drawing on a wide range of cross-cultural, literary and
historical sources, the author explores the uses and abuses of silence. He explains how silence is not
associated with solitude alone but has a much broader value within society.The main themes of The



Power of Silence are positive and negative uses of silence, and the various ways in which silence has
been understood culturally, socially and spiritually. The book's objectives are to equip people with a
better appreciation of the value of silence and to enable them to explore its benefits and uses more
easily for themselves.
  martin luther king a time to break silence: Existential Togetherness DeWayne R.
Stallworth, 2019-08-13 The notion of community entails more than just shared space in the
here-and-now moment. For African Americans especially, communal engagement is a sacred
experience that stretches from the mundane to the spectacular in a cyclical historical pattern.
DeWayne R. Stallworth illumines the broadness of this African American religious experience by
looking back to the first shared experience of unbiased community that occurred during slavery. He
then explores the difficulties of maintaining such a unity under the threat of supremacy as
experienced through systemic structures of both white and black privilege. Most important,
Stallworth unpacks how the black religious leader, although caricatured as uncouth and ignorant,
remained the moral compass for community progression and uplift until the civil rights era. This
provocative book is essential reading for anyone with a desire to obtain a broader and deeper
understanding of what it means to be black, religious, and American in the twenty-first-century
United States.
  martin luther king a time to break silence: The Social Gospel in American Religion
Christopher H Evans, 2019-07-16 A new and much-needed history of one of America’s most
important religious movements . . . from before the Civil War to after Civil Rights to Barack Obama.”
—Barry Hankins, Professor of History, Baylor University The global crises of child labor, alcoholism
and poverty were all brought to our attention through the social gospel movement. Its impact on
American society makes it one of the most influential developments in American religious history.
Christopher H. Evans traces the development of the social gospel in American Protestantism, and
illustrates how the religious idealism of the movement also rose up within Judaism and Catholicism.
Contrary to the works of previous historians, Evans demonstrates how the presence of the social
gospel continued in American culture long after its alleged demise following World War I. Evans
reveals the many aspects of the social gospel and their influence on a range of social movements
during the twentieth century, culminating with the civil rights movement in the 1950s and 1960s. It
also explores the relationship between the liberal social gospel of the early twentieth century and
later iterations of social reform in late twentieth century evangelicalism. The Social Gospel in
American Religion considers an impressive array of historical figures including Washington Gladden,
Emil Hirsch, Frances Willard, Reverdy Ransom, Walter Rauschenbusch, Stephen Wise, John Ryan,
Harry Emerson Fosdick, A. J. Muste, Georgia Harkness, and Benjamin Mays. It demonstrates how
these figures contributed to the shape of the social gospel in America, while arguing that the
movement’s legacy lies in its profound influence on broader traditions of liberal-progressive political
reform in American history.
  martin luther king a time to break silence: Rhetoricians on Argumentation Christian Kock,
2022-10-22 This book, a rich collection authored by rhetorical scholars, unpacks how rhetoric
contributes to argumentation studies. It begins with an introduction that identifies defining features
of a rhetorical approach to argumentation which has several corollaries, including the special status
of argumentation about action, the condition of uncertainty and the necessity of securing adherence
from an audience. Chapters explore topics such as the properties of argumentation in the realm of
rhetoric, the use of presentational devices, the role of rhetoric in the evolving formation of public
morality, conditions for democratic argumentation, argument pedagogy, rhetorical insights into
science communication, and other features within the realm of rhetorical argumentation. This book
is relevant to students and researchers in linguistics, rhetoric, philosophy, argumentation studies,
and communication studies. Previously published in Argumentation Volume 34, issue 3, September
2020
  martin luther king a time to break silence: Agitations Kevin R. Anderson, 2010-04-01
Though the activities of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP),



the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), and the Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee (SNCC) were unified in their common idea of resistance to oppression, these groups
fought their battles on multiple fronts. The NAACP filed lawsuits and aggressively lobbied Congress
and state legislatures, while Martin Luther King Jr. and SCLC challenged the racial status quo
through nonviolent mass action, and the SNCC focused on community empowerment activities. In
Agitations, Kevin Anderson studies these various activities in order to trace the ideological
foundations of these groups and to understand how diversity among African Americans created
multiple political strategies. Agitations goes beyond the traditionally acknowledged divide between
integrationist and accommodationist wings of African American politics to explore the diverse
fundamental ideologies and strategic outcomes among African American activists that still define,
influence, and complicate political life today.
  martin luther king a time to break silence: The Geopolitics Reader Simon Dalby, Paul
Routledge, Gearóid Ó Tuathail, 2003-08-01 The Geopolitics Reader offers an interdisciplinary
sourcebook of the most important political, geographical, historical and sociological readings of
geopolitics in the late twentieth century. The Reader is divided into five parts which draw on the
most illuminating examples of imperial, Cold War, contemporary geopolitics, new environmental
themes and multiple resistances to the practices of geopolitics. The editors provide comprehensive
introductions and critical comment at the beginning of each part and visual 'geopolitical texts' in the
form of political cartoons are integrated throughout. Encouraging exploration of divergent
viewpoints of global conflict and change this invaluable compendium includes readings by Martin
Luther King, Vaclav Havel and George Bush.
  martin luther king a time to break silence: Gratitude for the Wild Nathaniel Van Yperen,
2019-06-17 Since the passage of the Wilderness Act of 1964, a hotly contested debate over the value
of wilderness reveals cultural anxieties about an American society that has spurned limits. Gratitude
for the Wild explores how the wild known in wilderness raises our tolerance for mystery in the
recognition of our limits and in the celebration of a God-loved world that exceeds our grasping. The
idea of wilderness introduces questions about the balance between utility and appreciation, and
between enjoyment and restraint. Wilderness is a nexus of competing and contested accounts of
responsibility. In conversation with the work of Doug Peacock, Terry Tempest Williams, James
Gustafson, and Martin Luther King Jr., Nathaniel Van Yperen offers an original argument for how
wilderness can evoke a vision of a good life in which creaturely limits are accepted in gratitude, even
in the face of ambiguity and mystery. Through the theme of gratitude, the book refocuses attention
on the role of affection and testimony in ecological ethics and Christian ethics.
  martin luther king a time to break silence: Congressional Record Congress, 1990
  martin luther king a time to break silence: God and Human Dignity Rufus Burrow Jr.,
1992-01-31 Although countless books have been devoted to the life and work of Martin Luther King,
Jr., few, if any, have focused on King's appropriation of, and contribution to, the intellectual tradition
of personalism. Emerging as a philosophical movement in the early 1900s, personalism is a type of
philosophical idealism that has a number of affinities with Christianity, such as a focus on a personal
God and the sanctity of persons. Burrow points to similarities and dissimilarities between
personalism and the social gospel movement with its call to churchgoers to involve themselves in the
welfare of both individuals and society. He argues that King's adoption of personalism represented
the fusion of his black Christian faith and his commitment not only to the social gospel of
Rauschenbusch, but most especially to the social gospelism practiced by his grandfather, father, and
black preacher-scholars at Morehouse College. Burrow devotes much-needed attention both to
King's conviction that the universe is value-infused and to the implications of this ideology for King's
views on human dignity and his concept of the Beloved Community. Burrow also sheds light on
King’s doctrine of God. He contends that King's view of God has been uncritically and erroneously
relegated by black liberation theologians to the general category of theistic absolutism and he offers
corrections to what he believes are misinterpretations of this and other aspects of King’s thought.
He concludes with an application of King’s personalism to present-day social problems, particularly



as they pertain to violence in the black community. This book is a useful and fresh contribution to
our understanding of the life and thought of Martin Luther King, Jr. It will be read with interest by
ethicists, theologians, philosophers, and social historians.
  martin luther king a time to break silence: Populism's Power Laura Grattan, 2016-01-06
Uprisings such as the Tea Party and Occupy Wall Street signal a resurgence of populist politics in
America, pitting the people against the establishment in a struggle over control of democracy. In the
wake of its conservative capture during the Nixon and Reagan eras, and given its increasing ubiquity
as a mainstream buzzword of politicians and pundits, democratic theorists and activists have been
eager to abandon populism to right-wing demagogues and mega-media spin-doctors. Decades of
liberal scholarship have reinforced this shift, turning the term populism into a pejorative in
academic and public discourse. At best, they conclude that populism encourages an empty wish to
express a unified popular will beyond the mediating institutions of government; at worst, it has been
described as an antidemocratic temperament prone to fomenting backlash against elites and
marginalized groups. Populism's Power argues that such routine dismissals of populism reinforce
liberalism as the end of democracy. Yet, as long as democracy remains true to its meaning, that is,
rule by the people, democratic theorists and activists must be able to give an account of the people
as collective actors. Without such an account of the people's power, democracy's future seems fixed
by the institutions of today's neoliberal, managerial states, and not by the always changing
demographics of those who live within and across their borders. Laura Grattan looks at how
populism cultivates the aspirations of ordinary people to exercise power over their everyday lives
and their collective fate. In evaluating competing theories of populism she looks at a range of
populist moments, from cultural phenomena such as the Chevrolet ad campaign for Our Country,
Our Truck, to the music of Leonard Cohen, and historical and contemporary populist movements,
including nineteenth-century Populism, the Tea Party, broad-based community organizing, and
Occupy Wall Street. While she ultimately expresses ambivalence about both populism and
democracy, she reopens the idea that grassroots movements--like the insurgent farmers and
laborers, New Deal agitators, and Civil Rights and New Left actors of US history--can play a key role
in democratizing power and politics in America.
  martin luther king a time to break silence: A More Perfect Union Linda Sargent Wood,
2012-10-18 This book uncovers a holistic sensibility in post-World War II American culture that
challenged Cold War logic and fed some of the century's most powerful social movements. This
impulse is illustrated by focusing on Rachel Carson, Buckminster Fuller, Martin Luther King Jr.,
Abraham Maslow, Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, and the Esalen Institute.
  martin luther king a time to break silence: Gadflies in the Public Space Ramin
Jahanbegloo, 2016-12-13 The concept of disobedient consciousness and the rebellious Socratic mind
that grows out of this book is, above all, a product of Ramin Jahanbegloo’s life meetings with the two
apparently contradictory worlds of philosophy and politics. More precisely, it is the result of
approaching the public realm in terms of a philosophical quest for truth and justice. This restless
quest for truth and justice has a history that continues to bear upon us, however much we choose to
ignore it. We can think about the current situation of philosophy by exploring that history. The image
of Socrates represents a mid-point between politics and philosophy; the Socratic mind, exemplified
by the presence of the public gadfly in history, finds itself at the beginning of a new struggle for
truth. The journey to this struggle started with the trial of Socrates, followed by the experiences of
Henry David Thoreau, Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King Jr., and Albert Camus. But the forging
of the rebellious mind and the sustaining of the civic task of philosophy are goals which impose
themselves to each of us whenever we are reminded by the urgency of critical thinking in our own
dark times. The future of humankind necessarily requires convictions and commitments, but it also
requires Socratic rebels, of the mind and of action, who have the courage to swim against the tide.
Examining dissent in the history of philosophy, this book will appeal to scholars of political theory
and political philosophy and to scholars and students of political and intellectual history.
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