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Lou Gehrig: The Luckiest Man

lou gehrig the luckiest man is a phrase that resonates deeply with sports fans, historians, and
anyone touched by tales of courage and grace in the face of adversity. This iconic line was famously
spoken by Lou Gehrig himself during what would become one of the most poignant moments in sports
history. But who was Lou Gehrig, and why did he consider himself the luckiest man despite facing a
devastating diagnosis? Let’s explore the story behind the phrase, uncover the legacy of this baseball
legend, and understand why his words continue to inspire generations.

The Man Behind the Legend: Lou Gehrig’s Early Life
and Career

Lou Gehrig, often known as “The Iron Horse,” was a powerhouse first baseman for the New York
Yankees, renowned for his incredible durability and remarkable skill. Born in 1903 in New York City,
Gehrig’s rise from a working-class family to baseball stardom is a classic American story of talent
meeting opportunity. His dedication to the game was evident early on, playing for Columbia
University before signing with the Yankees in the 1920s.

Gehrig’s career was marked by consistency—he played in 2,130 consecutive games, a record that
stood for more than half a century. This streak earned him his nickname, symbolizing his strength and
reliability on the field. But beyond his athletic achievements, Gehrig was known for his humility, a trait
that endeared him to fans and teammates alike.

Why Lou Gehrig Was Called “The Iron Horse”

The nickname “The Iron Horse” wasn’t just about endurance; it reflected Gehrig’s work ethic and
resilience. During an era when players often struggled with injuries and inconsistent schedules,
Gehrig’s ability to perform day after day was extraordinary. His physical fithess and mental toughness
allowed him to maintain a high level of play, contributing to the Yankees’ dominance in the late 1920s
and 1930s.

The Heartbreaking Diagnosis and The Speech That
Changed Everything

In 1939, Lou Gehrig’s career came to an unexpected halt when he was diagnosed with amyotrophic
lateral sclerosis (ALS), a progressive neurodegenerative disease now often referred to as Lou Gehrig's
disease. The diagnosis was a crushing blow, cutting short the career of one of baseball’s brightest
stars.

What made Gehrig’s response to his illness so remarkable was his attitude. On July 4th, 1939, at



Yankee Stadium, he delivered what is now known as "Lou Gehrig’s Farewell Speech." It was a moment
of profound humility and gratitude, where he famously declared himself “the luckiest man on the face
of the Earth.”

Breaking Down the Famous “Luckiest Man” Speech

In his speech, Gehrig expressed thanks for the opportunities he’d been given, the support of
teammates, and the love of fans. Rather than focusing on his suffering, he highlighted the joys he
experienced through baseball and life. The speech was short but powerful, and it struck a chord far
beyond the sports world.

This moment showcased Gehrig’s character—a man who faced tragedy with grace, inspiring millions
with his perspective on life’s blessings despite hardship. The speech is often cited in motivational
contexts, reminding us how attitude can transform even the bleakest circumstances.

Understanding Lou Gehrig’s Disease and Its Impact

ALS is a progressive disease that affects nerve cells in the brain and spinal cord, leading to muscle
weakness and paralysis. Lou Gehrig’s diagnosis brought national attention to this condition, which
was little understood at the time. His public battle helped raise awareness and sparked further
research into the disease.

How Lou Gehrig’s Story Influenced Medical Research

Thanks in part to Gehrig’s legacy, ALS research has advanced significantly. The disease is how better
understood, and organizations like the ALS Association work tirelessly to find treatments and support
those affected. The term “Lou Gehrig's disease” remains a reminder of the man who brought the
condition to the world’s attention.

The Enduring Legacy of Lou Gehrig: More Than Just a
Baseball Player

Lou Gehrig's impact extends far beyond his impressive statistics or his role in the Yankees’ success.
He embodies qualities such as perseverance, humility, and gratitude that resonate universally. His
story teaches us about facing life’s challenges with dignity and appreciating the good even when
times are tough.

Lessons from Lou Gehrig’s Life

- **Resilience in Adversity:** Gehrig’s ability to maintain optimism despite a terminal illness is a



powerful example of mental strength.

- **Gratitude:** By calling himself the luckiest man, Gehrig reminds us to focus on the positives in our
lives.

- ¥*Legacy Through Action:** His dedication to baseball and his graceful acceptance of fate continue
to inspire athletes and non-athletes alike.

How Lou Gehrig’s Story Inspires Today’s Generations

From motivational speakers to educators, Lou Gehrig’s farewell speech is often cited as a source of
inspiration. His story is taught in schools, referenced in books, and remembered by sports fans
worldwide. The phrase “the luckiest man” has become synonymous with finding hope and joy in the
face of adversity.

Remembering Lou Gehrig in Popular Culture and
Memorials

Gehrig’s influence reaches into popular culture, with numerous books, documentaries, and films
recounting his life and legacy. The Baseball Hall of Fame honors him, and various memorials exist to
celebrate his contributions to the sport and humanity.

Visiting Lou Gehrig’s Memorials

- **Yankee Stadium:** The site of his farewell speech remains a pilgrimage spot for fans.

- **Lou Gehrig Day:** Major League Baseball commemorates his legacy annually.

- **Statues and Monuments:** Several cities, including his hometown, have erected statues in his
honor.

These memorials serve as a reminder of not just his athletic achievements, but the indomitable spirit
that made him “the luckiest man.”

Lou Gehrig’s story is a timeless example of courage and optimism. His words, “Today, | consider
myself the luckiest man on the face of the Earth,” continue to echo through history, encouraging us
all to appreciate the blessings in our lives no matter the hardships we face. In remembering Lou
Gehrig the luckiest man, we celebrate a legacy that transcends baseball, touching the very core of
human strength and gratitude.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who was Lou Gehrig and why is he called 'the luckiest man'?

Lou Gehrig was a famous American baseball player known for his impressive career with the New York
Yankees. He is called 'the luckiest man' because of his heartfelt farewell speech where he expressed
gratitude despite being diagnosed with a terminal illness, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), now
often called Lou Gehrig's disease.

What is the significance of Lou Gehrig's 'luckiest man' speech?

Lou Gehrig's 'luckiest man' speech, delivered on July 4, 1939, is significant because it showcased his
humility and gratitude in the face of a devastating ALS diagnosis. It has since become an iconic
moment in sports history and a symbol of courage and positivity.

When and where did Lou Gehrig deliver his 'luckiest man'
speech?

Lou Gehrig delivered his famous 'luckiest man' speech on July 4, 1939, at Yankee Stadium during Lou
Gehrig Appreciation Day.

What disease was Lou Gehrig diagnosed with that led to his
'luckiest man' speech?

Lou Gehrig was diagnosed with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), a progressive neurodegenerative
disease that affects nerve cells in the brain and spinal cord.

Why is Lou Gehrig's speech still remembered as inspirational
today?

Lou Gehrig's speech is remembered as inspirational because he expressed gratitude and optimism
despite his tragic diagnosis, teaching lessons about courage, humility, and appreciating the good in
life.

How did Lou Gehrig's career achievements contribute to his
legacy as 'the luckiest man'?

Lou Gehrig's career achievements, including his record-setting consecutive games played and
multiple MVP awards, contributed to his legacy by highlighting his dedication and excellence in
baseball, which he humbly acknowledged in his speech.

What impact did Lou Gehrig's speech have on ALS awareness?

Lou Gehrig's speech brought national attention to ALS, increasing public awareness and inspiring
ongoing research and support for those affected by the disease.

Are there any memorials or tributes dedicated to Lou Gehrig



as 'the luckiest man'?

Yes, there are several tributes to Lou Gehrig, including his induction into the Baseball Hall of Fame, a
plaque at Yankee Stadium, and the Lou Gehrig Memorial Award, honoring players who exemplify
character and integrity.

Additional Resources
Lou Gehrig The Luckiest Man: A Legacy Beyond Baseball

lou gehrig the luckiest man is a phrase that resonates deeply within the annals of sports history
and American culture. It references the poignant farewell speech given by Henry Louis Gehrig, the
legendary New York Yankees first baseman, on July 4, 1939. Addressing a packed Yankee Stadium,
Gehrig, who had just been diagnosed with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), expressed gratitude
despite his debilitating illness, famously declaring himself "the luckiest man on the face of the earth."
This moment, immortalized in what is now known as "Lou Gehrig’s Farewell Speech," stands as a
testament to resilience, humility, and grace in the face of adversity.

Contextualizing Lou Gehrig’'s Farewell Speech

Lou Gehrig’s speech is not just a personal testament; it is a cultural milestone that transcends
baseball. Known for his remarkable career and durability—he played 2,130 consecutive games, a
record that stood for decades—Gehrig’s diagnosis shocked fans and the sports world alike. ALS, often
referred to as Lou Gehrig's disease, progressively destroys motor neurons, leading to muscle
weakness and eventual paralysis. For a man whose identity was so tied to physical prowess, the
diagnosis was devastating.

On that hot summer day in 1939, the packed stadium witnessed a moment of profound emotion and
dignity. Gehrig’s words, filled with gratitude for the opportunities, friendships, and experiences
afforded to him, contrast starkly with the tragedy of his illness. The phrase "the luckiest man"
encapsulates an attitude of appreciation that has inspired countless individuals beyond the sphere of
sports.

Historical Significance and Cultural Impact

The speech’s significance lies not only in its immediate emotional impact but also in its enduring
cultural relevance. Since that day, "Lou Gehrig the luckiest man" has become shorthand for facing
hardship with grace. Gehrig’s legacy extends beyond baseball statistics; it embodies human strength
and optimism.

In the decades following, Gehrig’s farewell has been referenced in literature, films, and motivational
discourses. The speech is often cited in discussions about overcoming adversity, making it a powerful
example of sportsmanship and character. Moreover, it brought increased public awareness to ALS, a
disease that was relatively unknown before then.



The Career and Character of Lou Gehrig

To understand why Lou Gehrig’s words carry so much weight, it is important to analyze his career and
persona. Gehrig was not just a skilled athlete; he was a symbol of consistency, professionalism, and
humility.

Baseball Achievements

Lou Gehrig’s baseball career is a study in excellence and endurance. Playing from 1923 to 1939, he
amassed impressive statistics:

e Career batting average: .340

e Home runs: 493

e Runs batted in (RBIs): 1,995

e Consecutive games played: 2,130 (a record for 56 years)

His offensive production was a driving force behind the Yankees’ success, including six World Series
championships. Gehrig’s durability earned him the moniker "The Iron Horse," highlighting his
resilience and dedication.

Personality and Public Perception

Beyond statistics, Gehrig was known for his modesty and team-first attitude. Teammates and fans
admired his quiet strength and work ethic. Unlike many sports stars of his era, Gehrig avoided
controversy and maintained a reputation for integrity.

His humility was perhaps most evident during his farewell speech. Despite confronting a terminal
iliness, he chose to focus on his blessings rather than his misfortune, a perspective that profoundly
affected those who heard it.

Lou Gehrig’'s Farewell Speech: An Analytical
Perspective

The speech itself is a masterclass in rhetoric, empathy, and emotional intelligence. Gehrig’s delivery
was understated yet powerful, underscoring the values of gratitude and perspective.



Rhetorical Elements

The speech’s effectiveness comes from several key rhetorical devices:
1. Pathos: Gehrig appeals to the audience’s emotions by sharing his personal hardship with
sincerity and vulnerability.
2. Ethos: His credibility as a beloved public figure lends weight to his message.
3. Gratitude: Repeated expressions of thanks create a tone of positivity despite adversity.

4. Contrast: By juxtaposing his illness with his fortunate life experiences, Gehrig highlights the
broader perspective on luck and happiness.

These elements combine to make the speech memorable and inspirational, transcending its
immediate context.

Impact on ALS Awareness and Research

Lou Gehrig’s public battle with ALS brought the disease into the national consciousness. Prior to this,
ALS was little understood and rarely discussed. The association between Gehrig and the disease
helped catalyze research funding and advocacy efforts.

Today, organizations like the ALS Association continue to build on this legacy, promoting awareness

and supporting those affected. Lou Gehrig’s story remains a powerful symbol in the fight against
neurodegenerative diseases.

Legacy and Modern Relevance

More than 80 years after his farewell speech, Lou Gehrig’'s message remains relevant. In sports and
beyond, the concept of being "the luckiest man" despite hardship encourages a mindset of resilience
and gratitude.

Lessons for Contemporary Audiences

Modern individuals facing personal or professional challenges often draw inspiration from Gehrig’s
attitude. His speech is frequently invoked in motivational contexts, emphasizing:

e The importance of focusing on what one has rather than what one has lost

e The power of humility in moments of crisis



e The ability to inspire others through vulnerability and honesty

Commemoration and Memorials

Lou Gehrig’s legacy is preserved through various memorials and honors:

e Induction into the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1939
e The Lou Gehrig Memorial Award, recognizing players who exemplify character and integrity
e Statues and plaques at Yankee Stadium and the National Baseball Hall of Fame

e Annual events and fundraising walks to support ALS research

These memorials serve as reminders of both Gehrig’s athletic achievements and his enduring human
spirit.

The phrase "lou gehrig the luckiest man" encapsulates a story far richer than the career statistics of a
baseball legend. It is a narrative of courage, gratitude, and profound humanity. Lou Gehrig’s speech
continues to inspire, reminding us that even in the face of inevitable adversity, one can find reasons
to feel fortunate and to live with dignity.
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our own souls and unconditional love to help our bodies heal.

lou gehrig the luckiest man: American Heritage Book of Great American Speeches for Young
People Suzanne Mclntire, 2002-07-15 The history of the United States has been characterized by
ferventidealism, intense struggle, and radical change. And for everycritical, defining moment in
American history, there were thosewhose impassioned voices rang out, clear and true, and whose
wordscompelled the minds and hearts of all who heard them. When PatrickHenry declared, Give me
liberty, or give me death!, when MartinLuther King Jr. said, I have a dream, Americans listened and
wereprofoundly affected. These speeches stand today as testaments tothis great nation made up of
individuals with bold ideas andunshakeable convictions. The American Heritage Book of Great
American Speeches for YoungPeople includes over 100 speeches by founding fathers, patriots,Native
American and African American leaders, abolitionists,women's suffrage and labor activists, writers,
athletes, and othersfrom all walks of life, featuring inspiring and unforgettablespeeches by such
notable speakers as: Patrick Henry * Thomas Jefferson * Tecumseh * Frederick Douglass *Sojourner
Truth * Abraham Lincoln * Susan B. Anthony * Mother Jones* Lou Gehrig * Franklin D. Roosevelt *
Albert Einstein * Pearl S.Buck * Langston Hughes * John F. Kennedy * Martin Luther King]r. These
are the voices that shaped our history. They are powerful, moving, and, above all else, uniquely
American.

lou gehrig the luckiest man: Athletes of Purpose Arnold B. Cheyney, 1999-10 Educational
resource for teachers, parents and kids!

lou gehrig the luckiest man: Athletes of Purpose Arnold Cheyney, 1999 Meet 50 diverse
athletes whose personal stories will inspire students and challenge them to consider their own
potential for success. One-page biographical profiles are followed by reading and social studies
activities that promote critical thinking and writing. Useful in many different school and home
settings.

lou gehrig the luckiest man: In Our Own Words Robert G. Torricelli, Andrew Caroll,
1999-11-10 This collection of more than 150 speeches aims to capture the essence of American
oration, presented in chronological order from 1900 across a range of themes and experience. The
book includes many historically important speeches. This collection of more than 150 speeches aims
to capture the essence of American oration, presented in chronological order from 1900 across a
range of themes and experience. The book includes many historically important speeches, from the
early years of the century and Plunkitt's honest grafy' to Clinton's apology to the American people
over'

lou gehrig the luckiest man: Gehrig and the Babe Tony Castro, 2018-04-01 The legendary
achievements of Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig are undeniable hallmarks of baseball history. Much has
been written about the two men as teammates, but Ruth and Gehrig's relationship away from the
field is rarely, if ever, explored. In Gehrig and the Babe, Tony Castro portrays Ruth and Gehrig for
what they were: American icons who were remarkably different men. For the first time, readers will
learn about a friendship driven apart, an enduring feud which wove its way in and out of their
Yankees glory years and chilled their interactions until July 4, 1939—Lou Gehrig Day at Yankee
Stadium—when Gehrig's famous farewell address thawed out their stone silence.

lou gehrig the luckiest man: Von der Herausforderung, ein Stoiker zu sein William B.
Irvine, 2022-03-20 Manche Menschen erholen sich scheinbar mithelos von Riickschlagen, andere
zerbrechen daran. Wir denken oft, dass diese Reaktionen unvermeidlich sind, aber das ist zum Glick
nicht der Fall. Der Stoizismus, eine der erfolgreichsten Denkschulen aus dem alten Rom, bietet
einen alternativen Ansatz: Er lehrt uns, jede Herausforderung als Charaktertest zu betrachten und
unsere emotionale Reaktion darauf bewusst zu steuern. Der renommierte Philosoph William B.
Irvine kombiniert auf einzigartige Weise antike stoische Erkenntnisse zur Verbesserung der
Lebensqualitat mit Techniken, die von der zeitgenossischen psychologischen Forschung entdeckt
wurden, wie z. B. Ankern und Framing. Das Ergebnis ist eine uiberraschend einfache Strategie fur
den Umgang mit unangenehmen und unerwarteten Herausforderungen im Leben - von kleinen
Argernissen wie einem Stau auf der Autobahn bis hin zu groRen Riickschlagen wie denen des



Physikers Stephen Hawking, der langsam seine Bewegungsfahigkeit verlor, und des Schriftstellers
Jean-Dominique Bauby, der unter dem Locked-in-Syndrom litt. Irvine zeigt, wie wir die Stolpersteine
des Lebens in Gelegenheiten verwandeln konnen, um ruhiger, zaher und widerstandsfahiger zu
werden. Wir konnen nicht nur alltagliche Hindernisse uberwinden, wir konnen sogar von ihnen
profitieren.

lou gehrig the luckiest man: A Criminologist’s Life Cheryl Lero Jonson, Travis C. Pratt,
2022-09-13 A Criminologist’s Life: Essays in Honor of the Criminological Legacy of Francis T. Cullen
honors the vast scholarly contributions of Francis T. Frank Cullen as well as the immeasurable
influence that he has had on the field for over 40 years. With over 500 publications to his name and
more than 67,000 citations to his work, Frank Cullen has left an indelible mark on the fields of
criminology and criminal justice. Although best known for his work on rehabilitation and
criminological theory, Frank also has profusely published in and shaped the areas of white-collar
crime, the use of meta-analytic techniques to organize knowledge, the sexual victimization of college
women, and public opinion on crime and punishment. However, Frank’s legacy on the field is not
limited to his scholarly contributions: He has served as a mentor to countless students, colleagues,
and others in the field, helping support and guide the next generation of scholars. Thus, the current
volume is organized to recognize both his scholarly work and mentoring, as well as to provide an
opportunity for Frank to reflect on his career in his own words. The result is a collection of essays
from Frank’s former students, colleagues, and friends written to pay homage to the more than 40
years of work he has done to advance criminological knowledge and shape the field.

lou gehrig the luckiest man: Sommer 1927 Bill Bryson, 2014-10-13 1927. Ein Sommer der
ein ganzes Jahrhundert pragte Es ist die Geschichte eines Sommers, und doch ist es so viel mehr.
Das Jahr 1927 ist fur Amerika entscheidend auf dem Weg zur Weltmacht. Es sind die goldenen
Zwanziger: der Aktienmarkt boomt, das Fernsehen wird erfunden, die Filme sind nicht mehr stumm,
und verruckte Plane entstehen, wie der, vier Kopfe in den vollig unzuganglichen Mount Rushmore zu
meilSeln. Es ist die Zeit, in der ein junger Flieger namens Charles Lindbergh Ruhm und Ehre erlangt,
aber auch die des Al Capone und des grofSsten Schulmassakers aller Zeiten. Und in diesen Monaten
werden durch fatale Entscheidungen die Weichen fir die bevorstehende Weltwirtschaftskrise
gestellt. Bill Bryson erzahlt davon so spannend, als sei es eine unglaubliche Abenteuergeschichte,
voller erstaunlicher geschichtlicher Momente aus der Zeit, als Amerika erwachsen wurde ...

lou gehrig the luckiest man: The Old Guy Goes Keith Elkins, 2015-11-25 On his 40th birthday,
community college teacher Eldred Duker feels he’s getting older faster and faster. Childless, he and
his wife Marie visit the orphanage he and his now-estranged sister Anne lived in as small children
and, as Marie has long wanted to do, end up adopting six-year-old Hope. Hope is sexually assaulted
at age 16. Herself molested by one of their mother’s male friends as a child, Anne comes for a visit
to help. After Hope is on her own, Marie is killed in a car accident. Slowly at first, Duke starts losing
his grip on reality. He seeks revenge on the man whose vehicle killed Marie, looks for relief of his
pain by taking a yoga class, falls in love with the instructor Rachel, marries her, sees his daughter
Hope married to Dirk and helps Rachel bury her mother. During these years, Duke’s judgment
deteriorates. He causes a car accident that kills Rachel, starts drinking regularly and tracks down
the man who killed Marie to forgive him and thus himself. Hope and Anne eventually realize that he
is no longer capable of taking care of himself and place him a Continuing Care Retirement
Community. There, when ER tests given after he breaks a leg reveal that he has a fast-acting fatal
disease, they move him back to his old home. Having separated from Dirk, Hope moves in to take
care of him and arranges for hospice care. Along with her now-adult children, she and Anne attend
his death.

lou gehrig the luckiest man: ALS Awareness For Men: Navigating Life With Courage
Laurence Donelson 111, 2024-04-15

lou gehrig the luckiest man: Bronx Epitaph Steven K. Wagner, 2023-01-01 When Lou Gehrig
stepped to the plate on Independence Day 1939, he was not there to deliver a home run. For the first
time in seventeen years, Gehrig was there to deliver his heart. In recent weeks he had lost his job as



the Yankees' first baseman as well as the good health that had made him the team's respected Iron
Horse and was facing a death sentence. Nervous and fidgety as he walked through a forest of
microphones, Gehrig collected himself and delivered thirteen words that will live forever: Today I
consider myself the luckiest man on the face of the earth. Bronx Epitaph, the first comprehensive
look at the slugger's epic speech, is the story of Lou Gehrig's finest hour, a homily of so little
consequence when first delivered that few newspapers published more than a sentence or two the
following day. Over time, however, Gehrig's Luckiest Man speech has settled into a sphere so
timeless and essential that it seems he delivered it only yesterday. It was, to be sure, his Bronx
Epitaph.

lou gehrig the luckiest man: Fair to Fabulous in Fifteen Minutes Wayne L. Rickman,
2014-10-08 Using the baseball analogy that is the woven throughout the book, Wayne Rickman in
Fair-to-Fabulous in Fifteen Minutes has hit a homerun! Drawing upon his extensive experience in
marketing, sales, coaching, parenting, and life, Mr. Rickman has succeeded where many of his
predecessors have not. Fair-to-Fabulous is not only entertaining and inspirational, but it is also
educational and useful. Rather than simply relying upon feel good stories or five rules for a lifetime
of bliss, the book employs the use of questions rather than pat answers. By posing carefully crafted
sets of basic questions and open lists for the reader to consider and then answer in each chapter, by
the end the reader has not only been on an illuminating journey of self-discovery, but even more
importantly a clearer path forward towards a more rich and rewarding personal and professional
life. It truly does take you around the proverbial bases and by the time you reach home plate, you
really do feel fabulous about your ability to shape and respond to what the future has in store. Love
Fair to Fabulous, this is a winner Wayne. Andy Abrams, President and Dean Charleston School of
Law

lou gehrig the luckiest man: Standards-Based Comprehension Strategies and Skills Guide
Christine Dugan, 2006-06-16 This series ensures that students learn necessary reading skills by
offering a variety of texts combined with targeted lessons to practice and reinforce comprehension
and fluency. The fiction and nonfiction passages prepare students for the type of reading found on
most standardized tests.

lou gehrig the luckiest man: The Living Church , 2001

lou gehrig the luckiest man: American Datelines Ed Cray, Jonathan Kotler, Miles Beller, 2003
Capturing the kick and stir of history as it unfolded, American Datelines reveals the courage, hope,
and grit of the American experience as chronicled in the headlines of the nation's public press from
the earliest issue of The Boston News-Letter to the major newspapers of today. The original articles
in this compelling collection are arranged chronologically and appear as they were first published,
providing a lively and unique view of the events that have most influenced politics and culture.
Readers can experience the thrill and excitement of breaking news from the real story of Jesse James
and the capture of Al Capone to a vibrant portrayal of baseball's first professional African American
player and a probing look at the shocking New York Armory show where modern art was born. This
first paperback edition features an updated introduction by the editors and several newsworthy
additions, including the fall of the Berlin Wall, the O. J. Simpson trial, the Clinton impeachment trial,
the home run race between Mark McGwire and Sammy Sosa, and Bush v. Gore.

lou gehrig the luckiest man: Willard Mullin's Golden Age of Baseball Drawings 1934-1972
Willard Mullin, 2013-08-17 In Fantagraphics’ ceaseless effort to rediscover every world-class
cartoonist in the history of the medium, we turn your attention to a neglected part of the art
form—sports cartooning—and to its greatest practitioner—Willard Mullin. The years 1930-1970 were
the Golden Age of both American sports and American comic strips, when giants strode their
respective fields—Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig, and Hank Aaron in one, George (Krazy Kat) Herriman,
Milton (Steve Canyon) Caniff, Walt (Pogo) Kelly in the other—and Mullin was there, straddling both
fields, recording every major player and event in the mid-20th-century history of baseball. Mullin
was to baseball players what Bill Mauldin was to soldiers: advocate and critic, investing them with
personality, humanity, dignity, and poignancy; Mauldin had Willie & Joe and Mullin had the Brooklyn




Bum, his affectionate 1939 character representing the bedraggled figure of the Brooklyn Dodgers.
Willard Mullin’s Golden Age of Baseball: Drawings 1934-1972 collects for the first time Mullin’s best
drawings devoted to baseball—depictions of players like Joe DiMaggio, Ted Williams, Yogi Berra, and
Sandy Koufax, legendary managers like Casey Stengel and George Steinbrenner, and events like Lou
Gehrig’s emotional retirement speech on July 4, 1939, for which Mullin not only drew a portrait but
composed a poem (which he often incorporated into his cartoons). Mullin’s fluid line and delicate but
vigorous brushwork are shown to beautiful effect, with many drawings reproduced from original art.
See why millions of baseball fans from the '30s to the '70s looked forward to Mullin’s cartoons in
their daily paper.
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