history of organized crime in canada

History of Organized Crime in Canada: A Deep Dive into Its Origins and Evolution

history of organized crime in canada is a fascinating and complex subject that reveals much
about the country’s social fabric, economic changes, and law enforcement challenges over the
decades. From the early days of illicit activities in burgeoning urban centers to the sophisticated
criminal networks operating today, the story is one of adaptation, conflict, and resilience. Exploring
this history not only uncovers the roots of these underground economies but also sheds light on
Canadian society’s ongoing efforts to combat and understand organized crime.

The Early Beginnings: Roots of Organized Crime in
Canadian Cities

Long before the term “organized crime” became common parlance, Canada’s urban centers were
already experiencing the first waves of criminal enterprises. In the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, cities like Montreal, Toronto, and Vancouver served as hubs for various illegal activities,
often tied to the influx of immigrants and economic opportunities.

Immigration and the Rise of Ethnic Gangs

Many early organized crime groups in Canada were closely linked to immigrant communities. For
example, in Montreal, the influx of Italian and Irish immigrants gave rise to gangs that initially
formed for mutual protection but soon evolved into criminal factions. These groups controlled
gambling, bootlegging, and smuggling operations, often exploiting ethnic ties to maintain secrecy
and loyalty.

Similarly, Vancouver saw the emergence of Chinese tongs—secret societies that began as
community organizations but eventually became involved in racketeering, opium trafficking, and
extortion. These early ethnic gangs laid the groundwork for more structured organized crime
networks by establishing control over specific territories and illicit markets.

Prohibition and Bootlegging: A Catalyst for Growth

One of the most significant accelerators of organized crime in Canada was the era of Prohibition
during the 1920s and early 1930s. While Canada’s own prohibition laws varied by province, the
demand for illegal alcohol skyrocketed, creating lucrative opportunities for smuggling and
bootlegging.

Criminal organizations capitalized on these laws by orchestrating complex smuggling routes across
the Canada-US border. The Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River corridors became notorious for the
illegal transport of liquor. Figures like Rocco Perri, often dubbed “Canada’s Al Capone,” rose to
prominence during this period, controlling vast bootlegging operations that extended beyond



Ontario.

The prohibition era not only enriched these early crime bosses but also led to violent turf wars as
different gangs vied for control. The legacy of this period is still evident today in the way modern
organized crime groups operate, leveraging smuggling and black-market economies.

Post-War Expansion and the Emergence of Mafia
Influence

Following World War II, organized crime in Canada underwent significant transformation. The post-
war economic boom, coupled with increased urbanization, created fertile ground for criminal
enterprises to diversify their operations.

The Italian Mafia Takes Root

By the 1950s and 1960s, the Italian Mafia had firmly established itself in Canadian cities,
particularly in Toronto and Montreal. These groups were often extensions or affiliates of the
powerful American Mafia families, with connections facilitating drug trafficking, loan sharking, and
protection rackets.

The Montreal underworld was dominated by notorious figures such as the Cotroni and Rizzuto
families, who controlled major portions of the city’s organized crime activities. The Mafia’s ability to
infiltrate legitimate businesses and corrupt officials made them particularly difficult to dismantle.

Diversification of Criminal Activities

During this period, organized crime groups expanded beyond traditional ventures like gambling and
bootlegging. They moved into drug trafficking—particularly heroin and cocaine—extortion, and
money laundering. The rise of narcotics as a primary source of income marked a turning point,
escalating violence and public concern.

Moreover, new groups, including biker gangs like the Hells Angels, began to emerge as significant
players in the Canadian organized crime landscape. These groups brought a different ethos and
structure, challenging the Mafia’s dominance and leading to new conflicts and alliances.

The Biker Gangs and the Modern Era of Organized
Crime

Perhaps one of the most notorious chapters in the history of organized crime in Canada involves the
rise of outlaw motorcycle gangs, especially from the 1970s onward.



Hells Angels and Their Expansion

The Hells Angels originated in the United States but quickly established a strong presence in
Canada. Their influence spread across multiple provinces, and by the 1980s and 1990s, they were
involved in a broad spectrum of criminal enterprises, including drug trafficking, weapons offenses,
and violent enforcement of their territories.

Their highly organized structure and code of loyalty made them formidable adversaries for law
enforcement. The infamous Quebec Biker War of the 1990s, a violent conflict between the Hells
Angels and rival gangs, resulted in numerous deaths and heightened awareness of the biker gangs’
influence.

Law Enforcement and Anti-Gang Initiatives

In response to the growing threat posed by biker gangs and other organized crime groups, Canadian
authorities ramped up efforts to combat these networks. The establishment of specialized task
forces, such as the Combined Forces Special Enforcement Unit (CFSEU), and enhanced legislation
targeting organized crime marked a new chapter in law enforcement.

Operations focused on disrupting drug supply chains, seizing assets, and prosecuting key figures.
The use of undercover agents and informants became instrumental in gathering intelligence, while
international cooperation helped tackle cross-border criminal activities.

The Role of Indigenous Organized Crime and Emerging
Threats

While historic narratives often center around Italian Mafia and biker gangs, other groups have
played roles in Canada’s organized crime history.

Indigenous Organized Crime Networks

In recent decades, there has been increasing recognition of organized crime within some Indigenous
communities, often tied to the socioeconomic challenges they face. These networks have been
involved in drug trafficking, smuggling, and other illegal enterprises, sometimes intersecting with
larger criminal organizations.

Understanding the root causes, including poverty and marginalization, is essential for addressing
these issues effectively. Community-based approaches alongside law enforcement are increasingly
seen as necessary to combat organized crime in these contexts.



Cybercrime and the Future of Organized Crime in Canada

As technology advances, organized crime in Canada is evolving once again. Cybercrime, including
online fraud, identity theft, and ransomware attacks, has become a new frontier for criminal groups.

Canadian law enforcement agencies are investing in cybercrime units and collaborating
internationally to keep pace with these sophisticated threats. The history of organized crime in
Canada demonstrates a pattern of adaptation, and the digital age is no exception.

Lessons from the Past and Looking Ahead

Exploring the history of organized crime in Canada offers valuable insights for policymakers, law
enforcement, and communities. It reveals how economic conditions, social dynamics, and global
trends influence the shape and scope of criminal enterprises.

A few key takeaways include:

e Importance of community engagement: Many organized crime groups have roots in
marginalized communities; addressing underlying issues can reduce recruitment and
influence.

¢ Need for coordinated law enforcement: Organized crime often crosses provincial and
national borders, necessitating joint operations and intelligence sharing.

¢ Adaptability of criminal networks: Whether through prohibition, drug trade, biker gangs,
or cybercrime, these groups evolve to exploit new opportunities and evade detection.

Understanding this history enriches our perspective on current challenges and highlights the
ongoing struggle to maintain safety and justice in Canadian society. The story of organized crime in
Canada is far from static—it continues to unfold in new and unexpected ways, reflecting the
changing world around it.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the origins of organized crime in Canada?

Organized crime in Canada dates back to the late 19th and early 20th centuries, with early groups
including the Italian Mafia, Irish gangs, and Chinese triads, which initially emerged in major urban
centers like Montreal, Toronto, and Vancouver.



How did the Italian Mafia establish itself in Canada?

The Italian Mafia established itself in Canada primarily through immigration waves in the early 20th
century. The Mafia's influence grew significantly post-World War II, especially in cities like Montreal
and Toronto, where they became involved in various illicit activities such as gambling, drug
trafficking, and loan sharking.

What role did the Rizzuto crime family play in Canadian
organized crime?

The Rizzuto crime family, based in Montreal, became one of the most powerful Mafia organizations
in Canada during the late 20th and early 21st centuries. They controlled a significant portion of drug
trafficking, extortion, and other criminal enterprises, dominating the Canadian Mafia scene for
decades.

How have Canadian law enforcement agencies combated
organized crime?

Canadian law enforcement agencies have combated organized crime through specialized units like
the Integrated Organized Crime Enforcement (IOCE) teams, utilizing intelligence-sharing,
undercover operations, and legislative measures such as anti-gang laws and asset forfeiture to
dismantle criminal organizations.

What impact did the Hells Angels have on organized crime in
Canada?

The Hells Angels biker gang became a major player in Canadian organized crime from the 1970s
onward, engaging in drug trafficking, extortion, and violent turf wars. Their influence expanded
nationwide, culminating in high-profile incidents like the Quebec Biker War in the 1990s.

How has organized crime in Canada evolved with
globalization?

With globalization, Canadian organized crime groups have expanded international connections,
collaborating with transnational criminal organizations for drug importation, human trafficking, and
cybercrime. This evolution has made combating organized crime more complex and required
increased international cooperation.

What are the current trends in organized crime in Canada?

Current trends in Canadian organized crime include the rise of street gangs involved in drug
distribution, increased cybercrime activities, and the diversification of criminal enterprises into
areas like money laundering, identity theft, and synthetic drug production, reflecting a shift from
traditional organized crime models.



Additional Resources
History of Organized Crime in Canada: An In-Depth Exploration

History of organized crime in Canada reveals a complex tapestry of illicit networks, evolving
criminal enterprises, and law enforcement challenges that have shaped the nation’s social and
economic landscape over the past century. From early bootlegging operations during Prohibition to
the rise of sophisticated transnational syndicates, the development of organized crime in Canada
mirrors global trends while reflecting unique regional dynamics. Understanding this history is
crucial for grasping the current state of criminal activity and the ongoing efforts to curb its
influence.

Origins and Early Development of Organized Crime in
Canada

The roots of organized crime in Canada can be traced back to the early 20th century, particularly
during the Prohibition era (1916-1932 in various provinces), which created a lucrative market for
illegal alcohol distribution. This period witnessed the emergence of bootlegging gangs, speakeasies,
and smuggling routes primarily along the Canada-United States border. Cities such as Toronto,
Montreal, and Vancouver became hotspots for these activities, attracting criminal figures who
capitalized on the demand for contraband liquor.

One notable figure from this era was Rocco Perri, often dubbed the "King of the Bootleggers," who
dominated Ontario’s illicit alcohol trade. His operations exemplified the early organizational
structures of Canadian crime groups, combining violence, corruption, and business acumen. These
early syndicates laid foundational networks that would expand into other criminal sectors as legal
constraints shifted.

The Role of Ethnic-Based Crime Groups

Ethnic communities played a significant role in shaping the history of organized crime in Canada.
Italian, Irish, and Jewish gangs initially controlled localized territories and illicit markets, often
based on immigrant enclaves. Over time, these groups formalized their operations, establishing
hierarchies and alliances that mirrored the mafia structures seen in the United States and Europe.

The Italian-Canadian mafia, for example, became particularly influential from the mid-20th century
onward, with families such as the Rizzuto clan in Montreal gaining notoriety for controlling drug
trafficking, extortion, and money laundering. Their transnational connections with Sicilian and
American mafias enhanced their power and reach, embedding them deeply within Canada's
organized crime fabric.

Expansion and Diversification: Organized Crime



Through the Late 20th Century

As Canada’s economy and urban centers grew, so too did the complexity and scope of organized
crime activities. By the 1970s and 1980s, criminal enterprises diversified beyond traditional rackets
like gambling and extortion to include narcotics trafficking, human smuggling, and sophisticated
financial crimes.

The Emergence of Motorcycle Gangs

One of the most prominent developments in the history of organized crime in Canada was the rise of
outlaw motorcycle gangs (OMGs), notably the Hells Angels. Originating in Quebec, the Hells Angels
expanded aggressively during the 1980s and 1990s, engaging in violent turf wars and establishing
dominance in drug distribution networks.

These groups distinguished themselves through their paramilitary structure, code of silence
(omerta), and brutal enforcement tactics. The Quebec Biker War (1994-2002), a violent conflict
between the Hells Angels and the rival Rock Machine, underscored the volatility and danger posed
by OMGs. This conflict resulted in over 150 deaths and widespread public concern, prompting
intensified law enforcement efforts.

Asian Organized Crime and Transnational Networks

Alongside traditional European-based groups, Asian organized crime syndicates gained prominence
in Canada’s multicultural urban centers. Triads and other criminal organizations from Hong Kong,
China, and Southeast Asia became involved in drug trafficking, human smuggling, and money
laundering.

Canada’s geographic position as a gateway for immigration and trade facilitated the integration of
these groups into global criminal networks. Vancouver, in particular, emerged as a key hub for Asian
syndicates, which leveraged legitimate businesses and cultural connections to mask illicit activities.

Contemporary Landscape and Law Enforcement
Challenges

The history of organized crime in Canada in recent decades reflects both the resilience and
adaptability of criminal groups and the evolving strategies employed by authorities to combat them.
Today, Canada faces a multifaceted threat landscape marked by diversified criminal enterprises and
increased globalization.

Modern Criminal Enterprises and Activities



Contemporary organized crime in Canada encompasses a wide range of illicit activities, including:

e Drug trafficking, particularly opioids like fentanyl and synthetic cannabinoids
e Cybercrime and online fraud schemes

e Human trafficking and exploitation

e Money laundering through real estate and financial institutions

e [llegal firearms smuggling

Groups have become more technologically savvy, utilizing encrypted communications and
cryptocurrencies to evade detection. Moreover, the blending of various ethnic and criminal
backgrounds has led to hybrid organizations that challenge traditional law enforcement profiling.

Law Enforcement and Legal Responses

In response to the evolving nature of organized crime, Canadian law enforcement agencies have
increasingly adopted collaborative and intelligence-driven approaches. Task forces such as the
Integrated National Security Enforcement Teams (INSET) and Project Prism target criminal
networks through coordinated operations across provincial and international borders.

Legislative tools like Canada’s Anti-Terrorism Act and enhanced money laundering regulations have
expanded investigative powers. However, the clandestine nature of organized crime and the
constant innovation of criminal methods continue to present significant obstacles.

Comparative Insights: Canada and International Organized
Crime Trends

While Canada’s organized crime history exhibits distinctive traits, it also aligns with global patterns.
Similar to the United States and European countries, Canada has experienced the rise of ethnic-
based syndicates, the impact of globalization, and the increasing reliance on technology by criminal
enterprises.

However, Canada’s extensive land border with the United States and its diverse immigrant
population create unique challenges and opportunities for both criminals and law enforcement. The
cross-border trafficking of drugs and weapons remains a persistent issue, demanding bilateral
cooperation and intelligence sharing.



Societal Impact and Ongoing Concerns

The enduring presence of organized crime in Canada has profound social and economic
consequences. Communities affected by gang violence, drug addiction, and corruption often suffer
from reduced quality of life and strained public resources.

Efforts to disrupt organized crime must therefore balance enforcement with prevention, including
community outreach, education, and social programs aimed at reducing vulnerability to recruitment.
Understanding the history of organized crime in Canada provides essential context for developing
comprehensive strategies that address both the symptoms and root causes.

In summary, the history of organized crime in Canada is a narrative of adaptation, conflict, and
resilience. From bootleggers of the Prohibition era to today’s sophisticated international syndicates,
criminal organizations have consistently evolved to exploit emerging opportunities and evade
suppression. As law enforcement and policymakers continue to grapple with these challenges, the
lessons gleaned from this history remain invaluable for shaping future responses.

History Of Organized Crime In Canada

Find other PDF articles:

https://espanol.centerforautism.com/archive-th-114/Book?docid=Epe21-2509&title=preschool-assess
ment-checklist.pdf

history of organized crime in canada: An Economic History of Organized Crime Dennis
M. P. McCarthy, 2011-05-15 This book is a comparative study of organized crime groups from five
different parts of the world: Europe; North America; Central America/South America/Caribbean
basin; Africa; and Asia/Western Pacific. Each part contains two case studies and a shorter essay, a
vignette. From Europe the case studies focus on the Italian mafias and the Russian mafia; the
vignette, on the Albanian mafia. From North America the case studies highlight the US Mafia and
the Mexican drug cartels; the vignette, organized crime in Canada. From Central America/South
America/Caribbean basin the case studies concentrate on the Colombian drug cartels and gangs of
the Caribbean; the vignette, on organized crime in Cuba. From Africa the case studies examine
resource wars and Somali piracy; the vignette, relations among international drugs trafficking,
organized crime, and terrorism in North and West Africa. And from Asia/Western Pacific the case
studies spotlight the Chinese Triads and Japanese Yakuza; the vignette, relations among
international drugs trafficking, organized crime, and terrorism in Afghanistan. Written in
non-specialist language, An Economic History of Organized Crime provides an original overview of a
crucial problem of our times: the growing scourge of global organized crime. This book can be read
with profit by the general public, but it also has value for academic specialists and professionals in
law enforcement.

history of organized crime in canada: Canadian Organized Crime, Second Edition Stephen
Schneider, 2022-07-29 The second edition of Stephen Schneider’s highly regarded Canadian
Organized Crime provides an introduction to criminal syndicates, organized crimes, and
enforcement principles and practices in Canada. This widely informative and accessible new edition
continues its comprehensive historical, empirical, and theoretical overview of organized crime in
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Canada with numerous case studies that make the material vivid and understandable for students.
Incorporating new research, recent Canadian cases, and current enforcement structures and laws in
Canada, this text will give readers a broad understanding of the social, political, and economic
forces that contribute to the continued existence of organized crime in Canada. The text examines
new trends and developments that have affected organized crime since the first edition, including
the ongoing revolution in digital communications (the internet dark web), the proliferation of
cryptocurrency, the opioid epidemic, organized criminality in the time of COVID, the growing power
of the ‘Ndrangheta in Ontario, the fallout from the implosion of Quebec’s Rizzuto mafia family, and
the new business model employed by the Hells Angels throughout Canada. This textbook will appeal
to students in criminology, sociology, political science, and law and justice programs, criminal
justice professionals working in the field of organized crime enforcement, and readers interested in
true crime literature.

history of organized crime in canada: The Origin of Organized Crime in America David
Critchley, 2008-09-15 Introduction -- Black hand, Calabrians, and the Mafia -- First family of the New
York Mafia -- The Mafia and the Baff murder -- The neapolitan challenge -- New York City in the
1920s -- Castellammare war and La Cosa Nostra -- Americanization and the families -- Localism,
tradition, and innovation.

history of organized crime in canada: Essays in the History of Canadian Law Osgoode
Society, 1995-01-01 These essays look at key social, economic, and political issues of the times and
show how they influenced the developing legal system.

history of organized crime in canada: Money Laundering in Canada Margaret E. Beare,
2007-06-09 Money laundering is the process of converting or transferring cash or other assets,
generated from illegal activity, in order to conceal or disguise their origins. In recent years, the
international community has decided that focusing on money laundering is an efficient strategy in
policing organized crime and, now terrorism. To this end, countries are encouraged to harmonize
their policies and legislation and, to some extent, their policing strategies. Before adopting these
new strategies, however, it is important to understand the extent of money laundering in different
jurisdictions, as well as the likelihood of success and the costs involved in these anti-laundering
strategies. This new work by Margaret E. Beare and Stephen Schneider brings empirical evidence to
the study of money laundering in Canada - a topic that has recently assumed an international profile.
They challenge the seemingly common sense notion, fueled by political posturing and policing
rhetoric, that taking the profits away from criminals is a rational law enforcment strategy. Using
data from police cases, the inner working of financial institutions, and the 'successful' claims of
privilege from our legal profession, the final picture that the authors paint is of a good enforcement
strategy run amuch amid conflicting interests and agendas, an overly ambitious set of expectations,
and an ambiguous body of evidence as to the strategy's overall merits.

history of organized crime in canada: Historical Perspectives on Organized Crime and
Terrorism James Windle, John Morrison, Aaron Winter, Andrew Silke, 2018-02-20 In recent years, in
the context of the War on Terror and globalization, there has been an increased interest in terrorism
and organized crime in academia, yet historical research into such phenomena is relatively scarce.
This book resets the balance and emphasizes the importance of historical research to understanding
terrorism and organized crime. This book explores historical accounts of organized crime and
terrorism, drawing on research from around the world in such areas as the USA, UK, Ireland,
France, Colombia, Somalia, Burma, Turkey and Trinidad and Tobago. Combining key case studies
with fresh conceptualizations of organized crime and terrorism, this book reinvigorates scholarship
by comparing and contrasting different historical accounts and considering their overlaps. Critical
‘lessons learned’ are drawn out from each chapter, providing valuable insights for current policy,
practice and scholarship. This book is an indispensable guide for understanding the wider history of
terrorism and organized crime. It maps key historical changes and trends in this area and underlines
the vital importance of history in understanding critical contemporary issues. Taking an
interdisciplinary approach and written by leading criminologists, historians and political scientists,




this book will be of particular interest to students of terrorism/counter-terrorism, organized crime,
drug policy, criminology, security studies, politics, international relations, sociology and history.

history of organized crime in canada: Iced Stephen Schneider, 2009-12-09 You're lucky he
didn't have an ice pick in his hands. I know how this guy performs. -Mobster Paul Volpe speaking
about a Buffalo-mafia enforcer named Cicci Canada is lauded the world over as a law abiding,
peaceful country - a shining example to all nations. Such a view, also shared by most Canadians, is
typically naive and misinformed. Throughout its history, to present day and beyond, Canada has
been and will continue to be home to criminals and crime organizations that are brilliant at finding
ways to make money - a lot of money - illegally. Iced: The Story of Organized Crime in Canada is a
remarkable parallel history to the one generally accepted and taught in our schools. Organized
crime has had a significant impact on the shaping of this country and the lives of its people. The
most violent and thuggish - outlaw motorcycle gangs like Hells Angels - have been raised to mythic
proportions. The families who owned distilleries during Prohibition, such as the Bronfmans, built
vast fortunes that today are vested in corporate holdings. The mafia in Montreal created and
controlled the largest heroin and cocaine smuggling empire in the world, feeding the insatiable
appetite of our American neighbours. Today, gangs are laying waste the streets of Vancouver, and
BC bud flows into the U.S. as the marijuana of choice. Organized crime is as old as this nation's
founding, with pirates ravaging the east coast, even as hired guns by colonial governments. Since
our nation's earliest times, government and crime groups have found that collusion can have its
mutual benefits. Comprehensive, informative and entertaining - as you will discover in the
remarkable period pieces devised by the author and the illustrations commissioned specially for this
book - Iced is a romp across the nation and across the centuries. In these pages you will meet crime
groups that are at once sordid and inept, yet resourceful entrepreneurs and self-proclaimed
champions of the underdog, who operate in full sight of their communities and the law. This is the
definitive book on organized crime in Canada, and a unique contribution to our understanding of
Canadian history.

history of organized crime in canada: Organized Crime and Illicit Traffic Narcotics United
States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Government Operations. Permanent Subcommittee on
Investigations, 1963

history of organized crime in canada: Organized Crime and Illicit Traffic in Narcotics
United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Government Operations. Permanent Subcommittee
on Investigations, 1963

history of organized crime in canada: Organized Crime and Illicit Traffic in Narcotics
United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Government Operations. Permament Subcommittee
on Investigations, 1964

history of organized crime in canada: Biker Gangs and Transnational Organized Crime
Thomas Barker, 2014-10-17 Biker Gangs and Transnational Organized Crime, Second Edition,
describes and analyzes a rapidly expanding global problem: criminal acts committed by motorcycle
gangs. Thomas Barker, one of the world’s top experts on outlaw biker gangs, offers fascinating
details about the Bandidos, the Vagos, the Mongols, and other one percenters (criminal biker gangs,
as opposed to the vast majority of motorcycle enthusiasts). He combines this data with a
strengthened conceptual framework that makes sense of this complicated picture. U.S.-based
motorcycle gangs like the Hells Angels have proliferated, especially in Canada and Europe, to the
point where these gangs have more members in other countries than in the United States.
Increasingly more often in recent years their crimes are not limited to rumbles or drug use—these
gangs challenge the dominance of organized crime, leading to violent conflicts between the rivals.
Germany, Scandinavia, the UK, the Netherlands, and Canada are particularly hard-hit by this rising
violence. One of Barker’s unique contributions is his Criminal Organization Continuum, building on
the groundbreaking network approach to organized crime proposed by Klaus von Lampe. Introduced
in the first edition, Barker elaborates his continuum tool and makes it more multi-dimensional to
help refine the definition of adult criminal gangs. The product of years of research, this book lays the



groundwork for further study by offering students, police, and researchers the most thorough
account available of outlaw motorcycle gangs.

history of organized crime in canada: Transnational Organized Crime Jay Albanese, Philip
Reichel, 2013-05-07 This unique text explores the expansive topic of transnational organized crime,
incorporating expert perspectives found throughout the world’s six inhabited continents: North
America, Central and South America, Europe, Africa, Asia, and Oceania. Editors Jay S. Albanese and
Philip L. Reichel gather the knowledge and expertise of numerous authors, researchers, and
practitioners in this field who are either native to each world region, have extensively travelled and
worked there, or are recognized scholars for those regions. Through this text, readers will begin to
understand the geographic, cultural, and regional similarities and differences underying the
common threat of transnational organized crime, as well as how to address the global expansion of
organized crime today.

history of organized crime in canada: Organized Crime Antonio Nicaso, Marcel Danesi,
2025-08-14 This book aims to describe and demystify what makes organized criminal groups so
culturally powerful. It examines their codes of conduct, initiation rites, secret communication
methods, origin myths, symbols, and lifestyles that imbue them with the pride and nonchalance that
go hand in hand with their criminal activities. Mobsters are everywhere, in the movies, on television,
on websites, and now in the Metaverse. Contemporary societies across the globe are fascinated by
them. Why is this so? What features and constituents of organized criminal gangs make them so
emotionally powerful—to themselves and others? These are the questions that have guided the
writing of the second edition of this textbook, which is intended as an introduction to organized
crime from the angle of cultural analysis. Key topics included in this new edition: An historic
overview of organized crime, including the social, economic, and cultural conditions that favor its
development A description and character analysis of the type of people who make up organized
criminal groups and the activities in which they engage The symbols, rituals, codes, and languages
that characterize criminal institutions The relationship between traditional organized crime,
cybercrime, and evolving forms of crime on the Dark Web and in the Metaverse The traditional and
changing roles of women in organized crime The transnational operations of criminal groups Media
portrayals of organized crime Policing responses to organized crime The use of technologies by the
organized criminal groups This new edition includes case studies and offers an accessible,
interdisciplinary approach to the subject of organized crime. It is essential reading for students
engaged with organized crime across criminology, sociology, anthropology, and psychology.

history of organized crime in canada: Transnational Organized Crime MargaretE. Beare,
2017-07-05 This selection of influential articles traces our evolving understanding of transnational
organized crime - paradigm shifts - from the 'alien conspiracy' focused research to the more nuanced
focused scholarship on 'markets' and 'networks', culminating in a focus on 'enablers' of transnational
crimes and evaluations of 'harm' from transnational crimes. The selected essays and articles reflect
the way in which politics, economics and social factors have impacted on scholarly thinking and the
introduction also highlights the many authors and professionals who have been influential in this
field. This volume is an essential ?one-stop? resource for lecturers and students interested in all
aspects of transnational organized crime.

history of organized crime in canada: Montreal's Irish Mafia D'Arcy O'Connor, 2011-03-18
Their names resonate with organized crime in Montreal: the Matticks, MacAllisters, Johnstons and
Griffins, and Peter Dunie Ryan. They are the Irish equivalent of the infamous Rizzuto and Cotroni
families, and the Mom Bouchers and Walter Stadnicks of the Hells Angels. Award-winning producer,
journalist and author D’Arcy O’Connor narrates the genesis and rise to power of one of Montreal’s
most powerful, violent and colorful criminal organizations. It is the West End Gang, whose members
controlled the docks and fought the Hells Angels and Mafia for their share of the city’s prostitution,
gambling, loan sharking and drug dealing. At times, they did not disdain forging alliances with rival
gangs when huge profits were at stake, or when a killing needed to be carried out. The West End
Gang—the Irish Mafia of Montreal—is a legendary beast. They sprang out of the impoverished



southwest of the city, some looking for ways to earn enough just to survive, some wanting more than
a job in an abattoir or on a construction site. In that sense, they were no different from other
immigrants from Italy and other European countries. A shortcut to wealth was their common goal.
And Montreal, with its burgeoning post-WWII population, was ripe for the picking. The Irish Mob
made headlines with a spectacular Brinks robbery in 1976, using the money to broker a major heroin
and cocaine trafficking ring. It took over the Port of Montreal, controlling the flow of drugs into the
city, drugs which the Mafia funnelled to New York. The West End Gang had connections to the
cocaine cartel in Colombia; hashish brokers in Morocco and France; and marijuana growers in
Mexico. The gang imported drugs on an enormous scale. One bust that took place off the coast of
Angola in 2006 involved 22.5 tonnes of hashish, destined for Montreal. The West End Gang is a
ripping tale that unveils yet another chapter in Montreal’s colorful criminal underworld.

history of organized crime in canada: Organized Crime Frank Shanty, Patit Paban Mishra,
2007-09-24 This fascinating work is a two-volume guide to the shadow world, the critical issues, and
the global reach of organized crime. Despite its impact on international security and the world
economy, organized crime is an unusual topic for a reference book. Difficult to research, the
high-profit, high-risk subculture of drug lords, diamond smugglers, and sex slavers is rarely
investigated by scholars. Organized Crime: An International Encyclopedia ventures behind the
scenes into this hazardous territory. In the first volume, expert contributors offer a global
perspective on issues such as weapons and arms trafficking, high-tech and cyber crimes, the future
of organized crime, and the connection between organized crime and armed conflicts. The second
volume consists entirely of primary documents, national and international laws, and treaties that
reflect the international community's many attempts—Ilargely ineffective—to combat organized
crime. Together the two volumes provide students and general readers with a road map to a shadow
world with far-reaching impact on the world we know.

history of organized crime in canada: The Maple Syrup Mafia Anthony Cifaretto, 2013-01-16
It's no secret that organized crime is everywhere. From Japan and Italy to Israel and Mexico, there
seems to be no place on earth where an organized crime family doesn't exist. You may think that one
of the few safe places left is friendly, welcoming Canada, which many believe is so safe that people
there always leave their doors unlocked. Think again. This book delves into the often ignored but
nevertheless bloody world of Canadian mobs. You'll meet the Rizzutos, a powerful family with
connections to the legendary Five Families of the American Mafia. Then there's the Cotroni family
formed by Vic “the Egg” Cotroni, an ex-wrestler with ties to the Ndrangheta. You'll also learn about
their connections to the blood-soaked Quebec Biker War, where the Hell's Angels and the Rock
Machine battled for 17 years and claimed 150 lives. And just wait until you get to Toronto!Prepare to
be shocked by the true story of organized crime in Canada. It proves that there is truth to the
expression, “it's the quiet ones you have to watch.”

history of organized crime in canada: Crime in Canadian Society Robert A. Silverman,
Vincent F. Sacco, James J. Teevan, 1996

history of organized crime in canada: Organized Crime Klaus von Lampe, 2015-07-16 2016
Outstanding Publication Award (The International Association for the Study of Organized Crime)
Organized Crime: Analyzing Illegal Activities, Criminal Structures, and Extra-legal Governance
provides a systematic overview of the processes and structures commonly labeled organized crime,
drawing on the pertinent empirical and theoretical literature primarily from North America, Europe,
and Australia. The main emphasis is placed on a comprehensive classificatory scheme that highlights
underlying patterns and dynamics, rather than particular historical manifestations of organized
crime. Esteemed author Klaus von Lampe strategically breaks the book down into three key
dimensions: (1) illegal activities, (2) patterns of interpersonal relations that are directly or indirectly
supporting these illegal activities, and (3) overarching illegal power structures that regulate and
control these illegal activities and also extend their influence into the legal spheres of society. Within
this framework, numerous case studies and topical issues from a variety of countries illustrate
meaningful application of the conceptual and theoretical discussion.



history of organized crime in canada: The Encyclopedia of Canadian Organized Crime Peter
Edwards, 2012-07-31 You may never again think of Canadians as law-abiding Respected crime
reporters Peter Edwards and Michel Auger have pooled their research and expertise to create The
Encyclopedia of Canadian Organized Crime. Sometimes grim, sometimes amusing, and always
entertaining, this book is filled with 300 entries and more than 150 illustrations, covering centuries
of organized crime. From pirates such as “Black Bart,” who sheltered in isolated Newfoundland
coves to strike at the shipping lanes between Europe and the North American colonies, all the way to
the most recent influx of Russian mobsters, who arrived after the end of the Cold War in 1989 and
are now honing their sophisticated technological skills on the Western public, Edwards and Auger
enumerate the personalities and the crimes that have kept Canadian law enforcement busy. Here too
are the Sicilian and Calabrian gangs, the American and Colombian drug connections, the bikers
whose internal struggles have left innocent bystanders dead (and who tried to murder Auger), as
well as many unexpected figures, such as the Sundance Kid, who spent years in Canada. Arranged in
alphabetical entries for easy browsing, and illustrated throughout with photographs and drawings,
this is a book that will both entertain and inform.
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