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The Power of the Powerless Havel: Unveiling a Quiet Revolution

the power of the powerless havel is a phrase that resonates far beyond its original historical and political
context, capturing the imagination of those who believe in the strength embedded in vulnerability and
moral courage. Coined through the influential 1978 essay by Václav Havel, the Czech playwright and
dissident who later became president, the concept explores how individuals and communities seemingly
stripped of power can exert profound influence and ignite change. But what exactly does this power look
like, and why does it continue to hold relevance in today's socio-political landscape?

In this article, we'll dive deep into the roots of Havel’s ideas, explore the mechanisms of what he called
“living in truth,” and discuss how the powerless can harness their inner strength to challenge oppression
and foster transformation.

The Origins of “The Power of the Powerless”

Václav Havel wrote his essay during a time when Czechoslovakia was under a rigid communist regime, a
government built on ideological control and suppression of dissent. The essay describes the lives of ordinary
people who, despite living under an authoritarian system, found ways to resist by simply refusing to
participate in the lies propagated by the state. Havel’s argument was that this refusal—this act of living
authentically rather than conforming—was a revolutionary act in itself.

Living in Truth vs. Living Within the Lie

A central theme in Havel’s writing is the dichotomy between “living in truth” and “living within the lie.”
Individuals who live within the lie accept the imposed realities, often out of fear or complacency,
perpetuating the regime’s power. On the other hand, those who live in truth refuse to endorse the
falsehoods, even in small everyday actions, and thereby weaken the system’s grip.

This concept is not just political but deeply philosophical. It touches on integrity, personal responsibility,
and the courage to maintain one’s identity in the face of overwhelming pressure. The power of the
powerless Havel describes is not about wielding traditional forms of power like wealth or military strength;
it is about the moral and existential power of truth.



How the Powerless Can Influence Change

One might wonder: how can those without formal authority or resources effect meaningful change?
Havel’s insights provide a roadmap.

Small Acts of Resistance

The power of the powerless Havel highlights often begins with small, seemingly insignificant acts—such as
refusing to display propaganda slogans, speaking out against injustice in private conversations, or quietly
supporting persecuted individuals. These acts accumulate, creating cracks in the facade of totalitarian
control.

Building Communities of Truth

Another important factor is the creation of networks based on shared values and trust. When individuals
come together to affirm their authenticity and reject the lie imposed by oppressive systems, they form a
community that is harder to dismantle. Solidarity turns individual acts of resistance into a collective
movement.

The Role of Art and Culture

Havel himself was a playwright, and he understood the power of art as a form of resistance. Literature,
theater, music, and other cultural expressions can convey truths that authoritarian regimes try to silence.
They inspire people to question accepted narratives and imagine alternatives.

Modern-Day Relevance of the Power of the Powerless Havel

Although Havel’s essay was rooted in the Cold War era, the power of the powerless remains strikingly
relevant today. Around the world, marginalized groups, activists, and ordinary citizens face varying
degrees of repression and injustice. Understanding how to harness their own power can be a vital tool for
change.



Social Movements and Grassroots Activism

From the Arab Spring to Black Lives Matter, many contemporary social movements embody the principles
of the power of the powerless. They often start with individuals refusing to accept systemic lies—whether
about inequality, racism, or corruption—and build momentum through collective action.

The Digital Age: Empowering or Oppressive?

The internet has transformed how the powerless can express themselves and organize. Social media
platforms offer spaces to share truth and mobilize supporters. However, digital surveillance and
misinformation campaigns also pose new challenges. Navigating these complexities requires the same
courage and commitment to truth that Havel emphasized.

Lessons and Insights from Václav Havel’s Philosophy

What can we learn from the power of the powerless Havel to apply in our own contexts, whether
personal, social, or political?

Authenticity matters: Living according to your values, especially when it’s difficult, builds inner
strength and undermines oppressive systems.

Consistency is key: Small, everyday acts of integrity accumulate into significant change over time.

Community is crucial: Aligning with others who share your commitment to truth creates resilience
and amplifies impact.

Art and expression are powerful tools: Creativity can challenge dominant narratives and inspire
hope.

Patience and persistence: Change is rarely immediate; the power of the powerless often works
quietly but steadily.

Applying Havel’s Ideas Beyond Politics

While the original context was political, the power of the powerless Havel touches on universal human



experiences. In workplaces, families, and social circles, standing up for what is right, even when unpopular,
can shift dynamics and inspire others. It encourages a mindset of empowerment through integrity rather
than domination.

Challenges and Criticisms

Of course, the strategy of “living in truth” isn’t without its challenges. For many, especially those in
extreme danger, the risks associated with resistance are high. Critics sometimes argue that Havel’s concept
can seem idealistic or insufficient when facing brutal repression.

However, the enduring influence of his essay suggests that while the path is difficult, the power of the
powerless is not a myth but a tangible force. It requires courage, resilience, and a nuanced understanding of
power itself.

---

The power of the powerless Havel invites us to rethink what it means to be powerful. It reminds us that
power does not always reside in numbers, weapons, or wealth, but often in the quiet, steadfast refusal to
live a lie. In embracing truth, individuals and communities can quietly shake the foundations of oppression
and open doors to freedom and dignity. This timeless idea continues to inspire new generations to find
their voice, stand firm, and believe in the strength that lies in vulnerability and authenticity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Václav Havel's essay 'The Power of the
Powerless'?
The main theme of Václav Havel's essay 'The Power of the Powerless' is the critique of totalitarianism and
the exploration of how ordinary individuals can resist oppressive regimes through acts of living in truth
and rejecting official lies.

How does Havel define 'living in truth' in 'The Power of the Powerless'?
Havel defines 'living in truth' as the act of refusing to conform to the false narratives imposed by
authoritarian regimes, choosing instead to live authentically and openly, which undermines the power
structures based on deception.



Why is 'The Power of the Powerless' considered influential in political
philosophy?
The essay is influential because it offers a powerful analysis of dissent in authoritarian systems, showing
how individual acts of conscience and integrity can collectively challenge and ultimately weaken
oppressive power structures.

In what historical context was 'The Power of the Powerless' written?
'The Power of the Powerless' was written in 1978 in Czechoslovakia during the period of Communist rule,
reflecting the political repression and the dissident movement seeking to resist the regime's control.

Can the ideas in 'The Power of the Powerless' be applied to contemporary
social movements?
Yes, the ideas in Havel's essay remain relevant today as they inspire individuals and social movements
worldwide to resist authoritarianism and injustice by embracing truth, transparency, and individual moral
responsibility.

Additional Resources
The Power of the Powerless Havel: An In-Depth Exploration of Dissent and Influence

the power of the powerless havel stands as a seminal concept in political thought and resistance literature,
encapsulating the paradox of influence wielded by those seemingly devoid of formal authority. Coined and
elaborated by Václav Havel, a Czech playwright turned dissident and later president, this notion has
transcended its Cold War origins to resonate in contemporary discussions about civil resistance,
authoritarianism, and the dynamics of power. Understanding the power of the powerless Havel presents
not only sheds light on historical dissident movements but also provides valuable insights into modern
struggles for human rights and democratic freedoms worldwide.

Unpacking "The Power of the Powerless"

At its core, *The Power of the Powerless* is an essay written by Václav Havel in 1978, analyzing the
mechanisms of control in totalitarian regimes and the potential for individual and collective resistance.
Havel describes how systems of oppression depend on the compliance and acceptance of ordinary citizens,
who, despite lacking institutional power, possess the unique ability to undermine authoritarian control
through acts of truth and authenticity. This dynamic reveals that powerlessness in an official sense does not
equate to a complete absence of power.



The essay uses the metaphor of a greengrocer who places a regime-approved sign in his shop window,
proclaiming support for the regime. This act, though seemingly trivial, symbolizes the acceptance and
perpetuation of the system's legitimacy. However, if the greengrocer refuses to display the sign, he
disrupts the facade of unanimous consent, exposing the regime’s fragility. This small act of dissent
exemplifies how the powerless can wield influence by simply refusing to conform to imposed norms.

Historical Context and Significance

The power of the powerless Havel articulated emerged during a time when Czechoslovakia was under
communist rule, characterized by strict censorship, state surveillance, and suppression of political dissent.
Havel’s essay was not only a theoretical exercise but also a manifesto for the burgeoning dissident
movement that eventually contributed to the Velvet Revolution of 1989. The document captured the
essence of resistance without violence, emphasizing moral and intellectual courage over brute force.

This framework challenged traditional views of power as solely top-down and coercive. Instead, it
highlighted the subtle ways in which societal control is maintained and how it can be resisted through
everyday acts of defiance. The essay’s influence extended beyond Eastern Europe, inspiring activists and
scholars worldwide in contexts ranging from apartheid South Africa to contemporary authoritarian states.

Features and Mechanisms of Power in the Powerless

The power of the powerless Havel describes is fundamentally different from conventional power. It is
characterized by several key features:

Non-violent Resistance: The power lies in the refusal to participate in the system’s false narratives,
thereby eroding its legitimacy.

Truth as a Form of Power: Upholding truth in the face of propaganda exposes the contradictions
within authoritarian regimes.

Individual and Collective Agency: While individuals act alone, their cumulative actions can create
significant societal pressure.

Symbolic Acts: Small gestures or statements can become powerful symbols of dissent.

These characteristics underscore how power in oppressive contexts is not monolithic but operates through
complex social and psychological dynamics. The powerless thus harness their influence by breaking the



cycle of compliance and fear.

The Role of Civil Society and Public Conscience

Central to the power of the powerless Havel is the role of civil society—the network of individuals and
organizations that exist independently of the state. Civil society serves as a breeding ground for dissent,
providing spaces for dialogue, solidarity, and the dissemination of alternative narratives. Havel’s insights
anticipate the importance of grassroots movements and the public conscience in sustaining resistance.

In authoritarian settings, where official channels are tightly controlled, the power of the powerless often
manifests through informal networks and cultural expressions such as literature, art, and samizdat (self-
published underground literature). These mediums foster critical thinking and preserve the integrity of
truth, reinforcing the social fabric needed for eventual political change.

Comparative Perspectives on Power and Resistance

Comparing Havel’s concept with other theories of resistance reveals its unique contribution to
understanding power dynamics. Unlike violent revolutions or institutional reforms, the power of the
powerless focuses on the moral and existential dimensions of dissent.

For instance, Gene Sharp’s theories on nonviolent action emphasize strategic methods to dismantle power
structures, while Havel’s approach is more philosophical, emphasizing authenticity and living in truth as
forms of resistance. Both perspectives complement each other but highlight different pathways to social
change.

In contemporary contexts, movements such as the Arab Spring and Hong Kong protests have reflected
aspects of Havel’s thesis, where decentralized, symbolic, and persistent acts of resistance challenged
authoritarian governance. Digital technology and social media have amplified these dynamics, enabling the
powerless to coordinate and broadcast their dissent globally.

Challenges and Limitations

While the power of the powerless Havel presents an inspiring model of resistance, it is not without
challenges. The effectiveness of such power depends heavily on the social and political context. In highly
repressive environments, the cost of dissent can be severe, limiting the willingness of individuals to engage
in acts of non-conformity.

Moreover, the symbolic power of dissent must translate into broader social mobilization to achieve systemic



change. Without collective action and institutional support, isolated acts may be suppressed or marginalized.
There is also the risk that regimes adapt by co-opting or neutralizing dissent through propaganda or
superficial reforms.

The Enduring Legacy of Havel’s Concept

Decades after its publication, the power of the powerless Havel remains a cornerstone in the discourse on
political resistance and human rights. Its relevance persists in an era where authoritarianism is resurging in
various parts of the world, and where citizens continue to confront challenges to freedom and dignity.

The essay’s emphasis on living in truth and maintaining individual integrity inspires activists and ordinary
people alike to recognize their latent power. It serves as a reminder that even in the absence of formal
authority, moral courage and authenticity can disrupt oppressive systems.

Havel’s own journey—from dissident writer to president—embodies this principle, illustrating how the
powerless can indeed shape history by steadfastly refusing to accept injustice. Today, scholars,
policymakers, and civil society actors draw upon his insights to design strategies that empower
marginalized voices and foster resilient democracies.

In exploring the power of the powerless Havel, one gains a nuanced understanding of how power operates
beyond traditional hierarchies and how ordinary individuals contribute to transformative social change.
This concept continues to challenge assumptions about authority, encouraging a vigilant and active
citizenry committed to truth and justice.

The Power Of The Powerless Havel

Find other PDF articles:
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  the power of the powerless havel: The Power of the Powerless (Routledge Revivals)
Vaclav Havel, 2009-11-05 Books of great political insight and novelty always outlive their time of
birth and this reissued work, initially published in 1985, is no exception. Written shortly after the
formation of Charter 77, the essays in this collection are among the most original and compelling
pieces of political writing to have emerged from central and Eastern Europe during the whole of the
post-war period. Václav Havel’s essay provides the title for the book. It was read by all the
contributors who in turn responded to the many questions which Havel raises about the potential
power of the powerless. The essays explain the anti-democratic features and limits of Soviet-type
totalitarian systems of power. They discuss such concepts as ideology, democracy, civil liberty, law
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and the state from a perspective which is radically different from that of people living in liberal
western democracies. The authors also discuss the prospects for democratic change under
totalitarian conditions. Steven Lukes’ introduction provides an invaluable political and historical
context for these writings. The authors represent a very broad spectrum of democratic opinion,
including liberal, conservative and socialist.
  the power of the powerless havel: The Power of the Powerless Václav Havel, 2018-09-27
Václav Havel’s remarkable and rousing essay on the tyranny of apathy, with a new introduction by
Timothy Snyder Cowed by life under Communist Party rule, a greengrocer hangs a placard in their
shop window: Workers of the world, unite! Is it a sign of the grocer’s unerring ideology? Or a symbol
of the lies we perform to protect ourselves? Written in 1978, Václav Havel’s meditation on political
dissent – the rituals of its suppression, and the sparks that re-ignite it – would prove the guiding
manifesto for uniting Solidarity movements across the Soviet Union. A portrait of activism in the face
of falsehood and intimidation, The Power of the Powerless remains a rousing call against the allure
of apathy. 'Havel’s diagnosis of political pathologies has a special resonance in the age of Trump'
Pankaj Mishra
  the power of the powerless havel: Political Action in Václav Havel's Thought Delia Popescu,
2012-01-01 Political Action in Vaclav Havel's Thought: The Responsibility of Resistance, by Delia
Popescu, explores the Czech dissident's theory of individual opposition, resistance to oppression,
and individual responsibility. The book contributes to our understanding of both the extreme
circumstances of oppression and to the subversive uses of oppression in modern liberal democracy.
  the power of the powerless havel: The Geopolitics Reader Gerard Toal, Gearóid Ó Tuathail,
Simon Dalby, Paul Routledge, 1998 Content Description. #Includes bibliographical references and
index.
  the power of the powerless havel: The Origins of Postcommunist Elites Gil Eyal, 2003 How is
it that Czechoslovakia's separation into two countries in 1993 was accomplished so peacefully --
especially when compared with the experiences of its neighbors Russia and Yugoslavia? This book
provides a sociological answer to this question -- and an empirical explanation for the breakup of
Czechoslovakia -- by tracing the political processes begun in the Prague Spring of 1968. Gil Eyal's
main argument is that Czechoslovakia's breakup was caused by a struggle between two fractions of
what sociologists call the new class, which consisted primarily of intellectuals and technocrats.
Focusing on the process of polarization that created these two distinct political elites, Eyal shows
how, in response to the events of the ill-fated Prague Spring, Czech and Slovak members of the new
class embarked on divergent paths and developed radically different, even opposed, identities,
worldviews, and interests. Unlike most accounts of postcommunist nationalist conflict, this book
suggests that what bound together each of these fractions -- and what differentiated each from the
other -- were not national identities and nationalist sentiments per se, but their distinctive visions of
the social role of intellectuals. Book jacket.
  the power of the powerless havel: Václav Havel’s Meanings David S. Danaher, Kieran
Williams, 2024-01-01 No one in Czech politics or culture could match the international stature of
Václav Havel at the time of his death in 2011. In the years since his passing, his legacy has only
grown, as developments in the Czech Republic and elsewhere around the world continue to show the
importance of his work and writing against a range of political and social ills, from autocratic
brutality to messianic populism. This book looks squarely at the heart of Havel’s legacy: the rich
corpus of texts he left behind. It analyzes the meanings of key concepts in Havel’s core vocabulary:
truth, power, civil society, home, appeal, indifference, hotspot, theatre, prison, and responsibility.
Where do these concepts appear in Havel’s oeuvre? What part do they play in his larger intellectual
project? How might we understand Havel’s focus on these concepts as a centerpiece of his
contribution to contemporary thought? How does Havel’s particular perspective on the meaning of
these concepts speak to us in the here and now? The ten contributors use a variety of
methodological tools to examine the meaning of these concepts, drawing on a diversity of
disciplines: political science and political philosophy, historical and cultural analysis,



discourse/textual analysis, and linguistic-corpus analysis.
  the power of the powerless havel: The Dissident Politics in Václav Havel’s Vanek Plays Carol
Strong, 2023-09-05 The Dissident Politics in Václav Havel’s Vanek Plays: Who Is Ferdinand Vanek
Anyway focuses on Ferdinand Vanek, a semi-autobiographical character created by Václav Havel
and featured in a series of nine plays written by Havel himself and three other dissident writers –
Pavel Kohout, Pavel Landovský, and Jirí Dienstbier. By exploring the ‘Vanek experience,’ Carol
Strong details a multi-episodic, absurdist journey that provides an ‘insider’s view’ of the challenges
facing those daring enough to question the status quo, a view that remains relevant today. Strong’s
contention is that the lines found in these plays served as a ‘secret language’ of dissent in Cold War
Czechoslovakia, which called the citizenry to contemplate the need for societal reform. As the plays
were written at a time when the work of Havel and other dissidents were banned, the plays were
never performed publicly, but through clandestine living room performances and the sharing of
samizdat scripts the plays found an audience. Select phrases were indeed whispered throughout
underground networks and helped forge a sense of oppositional solidarity among potential activists.
Strong’s argument is that the ‘Vanek experience’ metaphorically highlights how official power
mechanisms are among the least insidious forms of societal power, as the state must follow
predictable patterns of legal jurisprudence. By contrast, non-governmental forms of power – as
exercised by one’s fellow citizens through informal social channels – can challenge oppositional
actors more because of the personal tone they adopt. Using this approach, Strong presents a
timelessly relevant critique of modern society with its consumerist / conformist tendencies.
  the power of the powerless havel: Theology and Human Flourishing Helen L. Leathard,
2024-11-15 A collection of essays by eminent authors illustrating the gentle Christian ethos and
health-sustaining ministry of Holy Rood House under the leadership of Elizabeth Baxter.
  the power of the powerless havel: Integrity, Personal, and Political Shmuel Nili,
2020-10-01 Conventional philosophical wisdom holds that no agent can invoke its own moral
integrity -- no agent can invoke fidelity to its deepest ethical commitments -- as an independent
moral consideration. This is because moral integrity simply consists in doing what is,
all-things-considered, the right thing. Integrity argues that this conventional wisdom is mistaken
with regard to individual agents, but is especially misguided with regard to liberal democracies as
collective agents. Even more than individual persons, liberal democracies as collective agents often
face integrity considerations of independent moral force, affecting the moral status of actual political
decisions. After defending this philosophical thesis, this book illustrates its practical value in
thinking through a wide range of practical policy problems. These problems range from 'dirty'
national security policies, through the moral status of political honours celebrating political figures
of questionable integrity, to the 'clean hands' dilemmas of political operatives who enable media
demagogues to scapegoat vulnerable ethnic and racial minorities.
  the power of the powerless havel: We Shall Bear Witness Meg Jensen, Margaretta Jolly,
2014-08-26 An international array of human rights advocates, scholars, and survivor-writers examine
the profound and complex impact of personal testimony about human rights abuses as expressed
through autobiography, documentary film, report, oral history, blog, and verbatim theater.
  the power of the powerless havel: Global LGBTQ Activism Paromita Pain, 2023-09-29 Focused
on understanding and analyzing LGBTQ activism and protest globally, this edited collection brings
together voices from different parts of the world to examine LGBTQ protests and their impact.
Through the lens of media, culture, and sociopolitical structures, this collection highlights how
cultural and technical factors like the emergence of social media and other digital platforms have
impacted LGBTQ activism. This book draws on studies from countries as varied as Zimbabwe,
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Hungary, Morocco, China, and the US. The contributions provide important
insight into how social media and digital platforms have provided space for self-expression and
protest and encouraged advocacy and empowerment for LGBTQ movements. It also examines the
diversity and similarities between different national contexts and the various obstacles faced, while
spotlighting countries that are traditionally understudied in Western academia, in an important step



toward decolonizing research. Each chapter, through the voices of activists and media scholars,
moves beyond an oversimplified examination of queer protests to show, in rich detail, the exciting
yet complicated terrain of queer protests throughout the globe. This book is suitable for media,
communication, and cultural studies students; researchers; academics; and LGBTQ activists, as well
as students and scholars from related academic disciplines.
  the power of the powerless havel: After the Fall George Katsiaficas, 2001-05-10 Did the U.S.
really win the Cold War? Is the fall of Communism only a temporary setback for Marxism, or has the
freemarket prevailed, once and for all? In this work, the last ten years are examined by the most
important Marxist scholars and journalists.
  the power of the powerless havel: Cold War Books in the ‘Other’ Europe and What Came
After Jiřina Šmejkalová, 2010-11-19 Drawing on analyses of the socio-cultural context of East and
Central Europe, with a special focus on the Czech cultural dynamics of the Cold War and its
aftermath, this book offers a study of the making and breaking of the centrally-controlled system of
book production and reception. It explores the social, material and symbolic reproduction of the
printed text, in both official and alternative spheres, and patterns of dissemination and reading.
Building on archival research, statistical data, media analyses, and in-depth interviews with the
participants of the post-1989 de-centralization and privatization of the book world, it revisits the
established notions of ‘censorship’ and ‘revolution’ in order to uncover people’s performances that
contributed to both the reproduction and erosion of the ‘old regime’.
  the power of the powerless havel: Historicism and Fascism in Modern Italy David D. Roberts,
2007-10-27 During the early decades of the twentieth century, Italy produced distinctive innovations
in both the intellectual and political realms. On the one hand, Benedetto Croce (1866-1952) and
Giovanni Gentile (1875-1944) spearheaded a radical rethinking of historicism and philosophical
idealism that significantly reoriented Italian culture. On the other hand, the period witnessed the
first rumblings of fascism. Assuming opposite sides, Gentile became the semi-official philosopher of
fascism while Croce argued for a renewed liberalism based on 'absolute' historicism. In Historicism
and Fascism in Modern Italy, David D. Roberts uses the ideological conflict between Croce and
Gentile as a basis for a wider discussion of the interplay between politics and ideas in Italy during
the early-twentieth century. Roberts examines the connection between fascism and the modern
Italian intellectual tradition, arguing that the relationship not only deepens our understanding of
fascism and liberalism but also illuminates ongoing dangers and possibilities in the wider Western
world. This set of twelve essays by one of the leading scholars in the field represents an
authoritative view of the modern Italian intellectual tradition, its relationship with fascism, and its
enduring implications for history, politics, and culture in Italy and beyond.
  the power of the powerless havel: Cosmopolitanism and the Legacies of Dissent Tamara
Caraus, Camil Alexandru Parvu, 2014-07-17 The core idea shared by all cosmopolitan views is that
all human beings belong to a single community and the ultimate units of moral concern are
individual human beings, not states or particular forms of human associations. Nevertheless, the
attempts to ground a political theory on overarching universal principles is in contradiction with the
plurality of social, cultural, political, religious interpretative standpoints in the contemporary world.
Is dissent cosmopolitan? Is there a legacy of dissent for a theory of cosmopolitanism? This book is a
comparative, historical analysis of dissident thought and practice for contemporary debates on
cosmopolitanism. Divided into two parts, the editors and contributors explore the contribution of
‘paradigmatic’ dissidents like Gandhi, Martin Luther King, Havel, Sakharov, Mandela, Liu Xiaobo,
Aung San Suu Kyi towards a post-universalist cosmopolitan theory. Part Two examines the inherent
cosmopolitanism of the seemingly ‘peripheral’ dissent of contemporary forms of protests, resistance,
direct action like NO TAV movement and Occupy Wall Street. A timely book which allows for a much
needed new engagement in contemporary debates of cosmopolitanism, we learn how practical
resistance to totalizing/hegemonic claims is generated, and how dissident thinking might contribute
to new, enriched ways of conceiving the non-totalizing foundations of cosmopolitanism. An
innovative look at what lessons can scholars of cosmopolitanism learn from dissent/dissident



movements, and what the role of dissent in cosmopolitan democracy could be.
  the power of the powerless havel: Making Capitalism Without Capitalists Gil Eyal, Iván
Szelényi, Eleanor R. Townsley, 1998 Focuses on the transition from socialism to capitalism in
Eastern Europe since the 1980s, where capitalism was made without a capitalist class. This text
reflects on the sociological characteristics of the Communist system and offers a theory of
post-Communist societies.
  the power of the powerless havel: Courting the Abyss John Durham Peters, 2010-02-15
Courting the Abyss updates the philosophy of free expression for a world that is very different from
the one in which it originated. The notion that a free society should allow Klansmen, neo-Nazis,
sundry extremists, and pornographers to spread their doctrines as freely as everyone else has come
increasingly under fire. At the same time, in the wake of 9/11, the Right and the Left continue to
wage war over the utility of an absolute vision of free speech in a time of increased national security.
Courting the Abyss revisits the tangled history of free speech, finding resolutions to these debates
hidden at the very roots of the liberal tradition. A mesmerizing account of the role of public
communication in the Anglo-American world, Courting the Abyss shows that liberty's earliest
advocates recognized its fraternal relationship with wickedness and evil. While we understand
freedom of expression to mean anything goes, John Durham Peters asks why its advocates so often
celebrate a sojourn in hell and the overcoming of suffering. He directs us to such well-known
sources as the prose and poetry of John Milton and the political and philosophical theory of John
Locke, Adam Smith, John Stuart Mill, and Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr., as well as lesser-known sources
such as the theology of Paul of Tarsus. In various ways they all, he shows, envisioned an attitude of
self-mastery or self-transcendence as a response to the inevitable dangers of free speech, a troubled
legacy that continues to inform ruling norms about knowledge, ethical responsibility, and democracy
today. A world of gigabytes, undiminished religious passion, and relentless scientific discovery calls
for a fresh account of liberty that recognizes its risk and its splendor. Instead of celebrating noxious
doctrine as proof of society's robustness, Courting the Abyss invites us to rethink public
communication today by looking more deeply into the unfathomable mystery of liberty and evil.
  the power of the powerless havel: A History of Modern Drama, Volume II David Krasner,
2016-04-18 A History of Modern Drama: Volume II explores a remarkable breadth of topics and
analytical approaches to the dramatic works, authors, and transitional events and movements that
shaped world drama from 1960 through to the dawn of the new millennium. Features detailed
analyses of plays and playwrights, examining the influence of a wide range of writers, from
mainstream icons such as Harold Pinter and Edward Albee, to more unorthodox works by Peter
Weiss and Sarah Kane Provides global coverage of both English and non-English dramas – including
works from Africa and Asia to the Middle East Considers the influence of art, music, literature,
architecture, society, politics, culture, and philosophy on the formation of postmodern dramatic
literature Combines wide-ranging topics with original theories, international perspective, and
philosophical and cultural context Completes a comprehensive two-part work examining modern
world drama, and alongside A History of Modern Drama: Volume I, offers readers complete coverage
of a full century in the evolution of global dramatic literature.
  the power of the powerless havel: Routledge International Handbook of Social Psychology of
the Classroom Christine M. Rubie-Davies, Jason M. Stephens, Penelope Watson, 2015-05-22 The
Routledge International Handbook of Social Psychology of the Classroom presents the first
comprehensive and integrated compilation of theory and research on topics related to the social
cohesion of the classroom. Many of these topics have been studied independently; for example,
motivation, self-concept, class management, class climate, and teacher expectations are generally
studied separately by different groups of researchers. This handbook brings the evidence from
different fields in social psychological classroom research together in one place for the first time to
explore how these topics relate and how each factor influences students and their learning. With
chapters by established international leaders in their fields, as well as emerging new talent, this
handbook offers cutting edge research and surveys the state of the art in the social psychology of



the classroom. Major areas covered include: Motivation Belief, self-concept, and personality
Emotional engagement Teacher–student relationships Teacher expectation Classroom management
Culture and identity The Routledge International Handbook of Social Psychology of the Classroom
provides a review of current theories related to the social psychology of the classroom, including
how these theories apply to classrooms and learners. Current evidence clearly shows that areas
explored by social psychology – and brought together for the first time in this volume – can have a
very significant impact on classroom learning and student achievement (J. Hattie, Visible Learning:
A Synthesis of over 800 Meta-Analyses Relating to Achievement, Routledge 2009). This handbook is
a must for all academics whose research relates to the social psychology of the classroom. It is also
an invaluable resource for teachers and teacher education students who want to understand why
they are effective instructors and yet still encounter students in their classes who are not responding
as expected.
  the power of the powerless havel: Totalitarianism Abbott Gleason, 1997-03-20 For more than
six decades, the term totalitarian was applied to everything from Franco's Spain to Stalin's Soviet
Union. One of the most enigmatic and yet compelling ideas of our time, it has been both an almost
meaningless political catcall and an indispensable concept for understanding the dictatorships that
have marred the history of this century. Now historian Abbott Gleason provides a fascinating
account of the life of this idea. Totalitarianism offers a penetrating chronicle of the central concept
of our era--an era shaped by our conflict first with fascism and then with communism. Interweaving
the story of intellectual debates with the international history of the twentieth century, Gleason
traces the birth of the term to Italy in the first years of Mussolini's rule. Created by Mussolini's
enemies, the word was appropriated by the Fascists themselves to describe their program in what
turned out to be one of the less totalitarian of the European dictatorships. He follows the growth and
expansion of the concept as it was picked up in the West and applied to Hitler's Germany and the
Soviet Union. Gleason's account takes us through the debates of the early postwar years, as
academics in turn adopted the term--notably Hannah Arendt. The idea of totalitarianism came to
possess novelists such as Arthur Koestler (Darkness at Noon) and George Orwell (whose Nineteen
Eighty-Four was interpreted by conservatives as an attack on socialism in general, and subsequently
suffered criticism from left-leaning critics). The concept fully entered the public consciousness with
the opening of the Cold War, as Truman used the rhetoric of totalitarianism to sell the Truman
Doctrine to Congress. Gleason takes a fascinating look at the notorious brainwashing episodes of the
Korean War, which convinced Americans that Communist China too was a totalitarian state. As he
takes his account through to the 1990s, he offers an inner history of the Cold War, revealing the
political charge the term carried for writers on both the left and right. He also explores the
intellectual struggles that swirled around the idea in France, Germany, Italy, Czechoslovakia, and
Poland. When the Cold War drew to a close in the late 1980s, Gleason writes, the concept lost much
of its importance in the West even as it flourished in Russia, where writers began to describe their
own collapsing state as totalitarian--though left-wing Western thinkers had long resisted doing so.
Abbott Gleason is a leading scholar of Soviet and Russian history and a contributor to periodicals
ranging from The Russian Review to The Atlantic Monthly. In this stimulating intellectual history, he
offers a revealing look at one of the central concepts of modern times.
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