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History of NFL Games in London: A Transatlantic Sporting Journey

history of nfl games in london is a fascinating tale of how American football crossed the Atlantic to
captivate a new audience and expand the sport’s global footprint. From tentative beginnings to
becoming a staple of the NFL’s international calendar, London has played a pivotal role in bringing the
excitement of professional football to Europe. Let’s explore this unique sporting journey, tracing the
milestones, challenges, and cultural impact of NFL games in the UK capital.

The Early Days: NFL’s First Forays into the UK

The story begins in the 1980s when the National Football League first experimented with international
exhibition games. These games, often called “American Bowls,” were designed to introduce the sport
to new markets. London, with its rich sporting culture and global city status, was an ideal choice.

The 1983 American Bowl at Wembley

The very first NFL game played in London took place at the iconic Wembley Stadium in 1983. The
Minnesota Vikings faced off against the St. Louis Cardinals in an exhibition match. While the game
itself was a standard preseason encounter, its significance was much greater—this was the NFL
testing the waters in Europe, seeing if there was appetite for American football far from its traditional
US heartland.

Although attendance was modest compared to NFL games stateside, the event generated curiosity
and laid the groundwork for future international contests. Over the next decade, a handful of similar
exhibition games were hosted in London, helping to build a small but dedicated fanbase.

The NFL International Series: London’s Permanent
Stage

By 2007, the NFL decided to take its international ambitions to a new level. Rather than sporadic
exhibitions, the league launched the NFL International Series—a series of regular-season games
played outside the US. London was chosen as the primary host city, marking a turning point in the
history of NFL games in London.

Why London? The Strategic Choice

Several factors made London a natural choice for the NFL's international expansion:



e Large population with diverse interests: London’s cosmopolitan nature meant a ready
audience for a sport new to many.

Strong media market: British sports media, with its global reach, helped amplify the NFL’s
presence.

Modern stadium facilities: Wembley Stadium’s redevelopment in the mid-2000s provided a
world-class venue suitable for NFL games.

Time zone advantages: London’s time zone allowed games to be broadcast in prime time to
both UK and US audiences.

Inaugural NFL International Series Game: 2007

The first official NFL International Series game was held on October 28, 2007, at Wembley Stadium.
The New York Giants hosted the Miami Dolphins in a thrilling match that ended 13-10 in favor of the
Giants. The game attracted over 80,000 fans, a clear indication that Londoners were eager to
embrace the sport.

This successful launch paved the way for an annual fixture, with the NFL consistently bringing regular-

season games to London every year since, barring exceptional circumstances such as the COVID-19
pandemic.

Expanding the Footprint: Multiple Teams and Venues

Over the years, the NFL International Series has grown not only in the number of games but also in
participating teams and venues.

Teams Embracing London Games

Initially, only a few teams volunteered or were selected to play in London, but as the series gained
popularity, more franchises saw the value in participating. Some teams, like the Jacksonville Jaguars,
made London games a regular part of their schedule, reflecting their commitment to growing their fan
base overseas.

Playing in London offers teams unique benefits:

e Exposure to international fans and markets.
e Opportunities for player engagement with global audiences.

e Strengthening the NFL brand beyond US borders.



Alternative Venues: Tottenham Hotspur Stadium Joins the
Fray

While Wembley remains the primary venue, the opening of Tottenham Hotspur Stadium in 2019
introduced another state-of-the-art facility designed with NFL games in mind. The stadium features an
NFL-grade playing surface and amenities tailored to American football, offering an exciting new home
for London games.

The Spurs stadium has hosted several NFL games, providing fans with a modern and intimate setting.
This addition has helped the NFL diversify its presence in London and keep the experience fresh for
returning spectators.

The Cultural Impact of NFL Games in London

The history of NFL games in London is more than just about sports; it's a story of cultural exchange
and growing enthusiasm for American football across the UK.

Building a Fanbase and Community

London’s NFL games have cultivated a passionate fanbase that spans all ages. British fans gather for
tailgate parties, fantasy football leagues, and watch parties, embracing the whole culture surrounding
the sport. NFL teams have also engaged with local communities through youth programs, coaching
clinics, and charity events linked to London games.

Media and Broadcast Evolution

The NFL's presence in London has coincided with significant changes in how the sport is covered in
the UK. Dedicated NFL programming on British TV channels, expanded digital coverage, and podcasts
have all helped deepen interest. The time zone alignment means UK fans can watch games live,
further boosting engagement.

Challenges and Future Prospects

Despite the successes, staging NFL games in London has not been without challenges.

Logistical and Travel Considerations

Teams must manage the difficulties of transatlantic travel, adjusting training and recovery schedules



accordingly. This has sparked discussions around whether some franchises might relocate temporarily
or even permanently to London in the future.

The Pandemic Pause and Recovery

The COVID-19 pandemic forced the suspension of London games in 2020 and 2021, disrupting
momentum. However, the NFL has since recommitted to the International Series, with plans to
increase the number of London games in coming seasons.

Looking Ahead: The NFL’s Global Vision

The history of NFL games in London is just one chapter in the league’s broader global strategy. The
success in London has inspired initiatives in other international markets such as Mexico City and
Germany. London remains a cornerstone of this expansion, with talks ongoing about establishing a
permanent NFL franchise based in the UK.

For fans and players alike, the continued growth of NFL games in London promises exciting new
opportunities to experience the sport on an international stage.

From humble exhibition matches to full-fledged regular-season battles, the history of NFL games in
London is a testament to the sport’s ability to cross cultural and geographic boundaries. As the NFL
continues to nurture and develop its relationship with London and the UK, fans on both sides of the
Atlantic stand to benefit from an ever-richer American football experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

When did the NFL first start hosting games in London?

The NFL first hosted games in London in 2007, marking the beginning of its international series to
expand the sport's global reach.

Which teams played in the very first NFL game in London?

The New York Giants and the Miami Dolphins played in the inaugural NFL game in London on October
28, 2007.

Where are the NFL London games typically held?

NFL London games are typically held at Wembley Stadium, with some games also played at
Tottenham Hotspur Stadium.



What is the purpose of the NFL hosting games in London?

The NFL hosts games in London to grow the sport's fanbase internationally, increase global exposure,
and explore potential markets for future expansion.

How has fan attendance been for NFL games in London?

Fan attendance for NFL games in London has generally been strong, often selling out stadiums with
tens of thousands of enthusiastic fans.

Have any London games featured playoff or regular season
matches?

The NFL London games have primarily been regular season matches, with the aim to provide
meaningful competition and maintain league integrity.

What impact have NFL games in London had on the sport's
popularity in the UK?

NFL games in London have significantly boosted the sport's popularity in the UK, leading to increased
TV viewership, merchandise sales, and the growth of local fan communities.

Additional Resources

History of NFL Games in London: A Transatlantic Sporting Evolution

history of nfl games in london reveals a compelling narrative of American football’s gradual and
strategic expansion beyond its traditional U.S. boundaries. Over the past two decades, London has
emerged as a pivotal international hub for the National Football League (NFL), marking a significant
chapter in the league’s global ambitions. This article delves into the origins, development, and impact
of NFL games in London, exploring how this transatlantic sporting relationship has evolved and what it
signifies for the future of American football.

The Genesis of NFL’s London Venture

The NFL's initial foray into London dates back to the early 1980s, albeit in a much less formalized
capacity than the current International Series. The league’s first exhibition game on British soil
occurred in 1983, when the Minnesota Vikings faced the St. Louis Cardinals at Wembley Stadium. This
early experiment aimed to introduce American football to a European audience, testing the waters for
potential market expansion.

However, it wasn't until 2007 that NFL games in London transitioned from sporadic exhibitions to a
structured international series. The establishment of the NFL International Series marked a strategic
pivot, signaling the league’s commitment to leveraging London as a cornerstone of its global growth
strategy. The first regular-season game held in London featured the New York Giants and Miami
Dolphins at Wembley, attracting over 81,000 spectators and setting a new benchmark for the sport’s



international appeal.

Growth and Expansion of the International Series

Wembley Stadium: The Original Home

Wembley Stadium quickly became synonymous with NFL games in London. Between 2007 and 2016,
the venue hosted the majority of the International Series matchups, benefiting from its iconic status
and large capacity. The consistent sell-out crowds demonstrated robust local interest and validated
the NFL's gamble on London as a viable market.

One notable feature of the Wembley games was their scheduling. Typically held in October and
November, these games were positioned to minimize disruption to regular NFL schedules while
maximizing attendance. The British crowd’s growing enthusiasm helped foster an electric
atmosphere, blending American football traditions with local fan culture.

Emergence of Tottenham Hotspur Stadium

In 2019, the NFL expanded its London footprint by introducing Tottenham Hotspur Stadium as an
additional venue. Designed with NFL specifications in mind, this stadium represented a new level of
commitment to hosting American football in the UK. Its state-of-the-art facilities and proximity to
central London enhanced the fan experience and allowed the NFL to host multiple games in the city
annually.

The Tottenham stadium’s NFL-friendly design, including a retractable pitch and adjustable field
dimensions, showcased the league’s intention to create a permanent transatlantic home. The move
also diversified London’s NFL presence, offering fans alternative locations and experiences beyond
Wembley.

Impact on Local and Global Markets

The history of NFL games in London illustrates more than just sporting events; it highlights a strategic
business model aimed at market penetration and brand globalization. The London games have
successfully cultivated a dedicated fan base, contributing to increased merchandise sales, media
rights deals, and grassroots participation in American football across the UK.

Moreover, the London series has served as a testing ground for potential franchise relocation or
expansion. Discussions around establishing a permanent NFL franchise in London have intensified,
driven by strong attendance figures—averaging around 85,000 per game—and lucrative broadcasting
agreements.



Economic and Cultural Implications

Hosting NFL games has generated significant economic benefits for London, including tourism,
hospitality, and job creation tied to game-day operations. Local businesses capitalize on the influx of
fans from across Europe and the United States, while media coverage boosts the city’s international
sporting reputation.

Culturally, the NFL's presence has fostered cross-cultural exchanges, with British fans adopting
American football traditions and vice versa. The games have also inspired youth participation in flag
and tackle football, nurturing a pipeline of talent and interest that could sustain the sport’s growth in
the UK.

Challenges and Critiques of the NFL London Strategy

While the history of NFL games in London is marked by successes, it is not without challenges. Critics
argue that the logistical complexities of transatlantic travel impose strain on players and teams,
potentially affecting performance and increasing injury risk. Players often face fatigue due to time
zone shifts and increased travel demands, prompting some to question whether London games should
be integrated differently into the NFL calendar.

Additionally, some purists contend that the NFL’s international focus might dilute the domestic fan
experience or overshadow smaller markets within the United States. Balancing global expansion with
maintaining core fan loyalty remains an ongoing strategic challenge.

Operational Hurdles

From an operational standpoint, coordinating international games entails negotiating stadium
availability, ensuring broadcast compatibility across time zones, and managing security protocols.
Weather conditions and field quality also pose concerns, especially given London's variable climate
compared to many U.S. venues.

Despite these hurdles, the NFL has consistently refined its approach, leveraging partnerships with
local authorities and investing in infrastructure to mitigate risks.

Looking Forward: The Future of NFL in London

As the NFL continues to solidify its international presence, London remains a focal point of this
expansion. Recent agreements to host multiple games annually through the mid-2020s underscore
the city’s strategic importance. The prospect of a permanent London-based NFL franchise, while still
under debate, looms as a transformative possibility that could redefine the league’s global footprint.

The ongoing evolution of fan engagement, including localized content, digital platforms, and
community outreach, will be critical in sustaining momentum. Moreover, the NFL's London games
serve as a blueprint for exploring other international markets, reflecting a broader ambition to



globalize American football.

In examining the history of NFL games in London, it becomes clear that this endeavor is more than a
series of matches; it represents a calculated and evolving effort to bridge cultures, expand markets,
and redefine the boundaries of one of America’s most beloved sports. The London games stand as a
testament to the NFL's adaptability and vision, charting a future where the sport’s reach extends well
beyond its traditional heartlands.
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history of nfl games in london: Historical Dictionary of Football John Grasso, 2013-06-13
Gridiron football or American football or just plain football is the most popular sport in the United
States in the 21st century. Although attempts have been made to develop the sport outside North
America, it is still predominantly a North American sport with similar games (but significant rules
differences) played in the United States and Canada. The Historical Dictionary of Football covers the
history of American football through a chronology, an introductory essay, appendixes, and an
extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has over 600 cross-referenced entries on both
amateur (collegiate) and professional players, coaches, teams and executives from all eras. This
book is an excellent access point for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about
the sport of football.

history of nfl games in london: The Routledge History of American Sport Linda J. Borish,
David K. Wiggins, Gerald R. Gems, 2016-10-04 The Routledge History of American Sport provides
the first comprehensive overview of historical research in American sport from the early Colonial
period to the present day. Considering sport through innovative themes and topics such as the
business of sport, material culture and sport, the political uses of sport, and gender and sport, this
text offers an interdisciplinary analysis of American leisure. Rather than moving chronologically
through American history or considering the historical origins of each sport, these topics are dealt
with organically within thematic chapters, emphasizing the influence of sport on American society.
The volume is divided into eight thematic sections that include detailed original essays on particular
facets of each theme. Focusing on how sport has influenced the history of women, minorities,
politics, the media, and culture, these thematic chapters survey the major areas of debate and
discussion. The volume offers a comprehensive view of the history of sport in America, pushing the
field to consider new themes and approaches as well. Including a roster of contributors renowned in
their fields of expertise, this ground-breaking collection is essential reading for all those interested
in the history of American sport.

history of nfl games in london: A History of Sports Video Games Lu Zhouxiang, 2024-12-09
This book explores the history of sports and sports-themed video games, providing a comprehensive
and holistic view of this complex and diverse genre. The author highlights the influence of
technological advancement, industry competition and popular culture on game design, marketing
strategies and user experience. Offering valuable insights into the historical process of interaction
and integration between real-world sport and video games, this volume will enrich existing
scholarship on video games. This volume is a valuable contribution to the fields of both game studies
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and sports studies, and will be perfect for those interested in the history of science and technology
as well as social and cultural history.

history of nfl games in london: Game Changers: How Five Competitors Built the NFL into a
Sports Powerhouse Esperanza Wang, Experience the riveting journey of five extraordinary
competitors who transformed the NFL into a global sports phenomenon. Game Changers unravels
the untold stories of rivalries, innovations, and the unyielding determination that shaped the
league's destiny. From the fierce rivalry between the New York Giants and the Washington Redskins,
to the Baltimore Colts' groundbreaking move to Indianapolis, each chapter highlights pivotal
moments and key figures that reshaped the landscape of professional football. The book delves into
the behind-the-scenes negotiations, marketing strategies, and bold decisions that propelled the NFL
to unparalleled success. Game Changers illuminates the strategies employed by visionaries like
George Preston Marshall, Tex Schramm, and Jim Irsay. Their innovations, from introducing TV
blackouts to establishing lucrative television contracts, revolutionized the game's visibility and
financial viability. The book also chronicles the impact of player activism and the rise of the NFL
Players Association, revealing the ongoing struggles for equality and justice on and off the field.
Through meticulous research and exclusive interviews, Game Changers delivers an immersive
account of the rivalries, innovations, and controversies that have defined the NFL. It's a must-read
for sports enthusiasts, business leaders, and anyone seeking an understanding of how a beloved
pastime became a cultural and economic powerhouse.

history of nfl games in london: The Official NFL 2000 Record and Fact Book National
Football League, Workman Publishing, 2000-07 For twenty years an indispensable resource of vital
stats, information, trivia, and more, The Official NFL Record & Fact Book is the only record book
authorized by the NFL and distributed to media around the world. It contains all essential
information, including: all-time NFL individual and team records; a complete listing of 1999 team
and individual statistics; the top individual rushing, passing, receiving, and quarterback sack
performances of 1999; 2000 NFL draft summary; game-by-game summaries of the 1999 season;
official records for postseason games, Super Bowl, and Pro Bowl; career coaching records; all-time
team-versus-team results; and a special Inside the Numbers statistical highlights section.

history of nfl games in london: 2006 NFL Record & Fact Book Editors at the NFL,
2006-07-25 The 2006 NFL Record Fact Book is a must for every football fan. This 768-page
reference book is jam-packed with all the facts and figures a football fan would ever wantincluding
all-time records, team rosters and schedules, past standings, Super Bowl results, and more.The
Record Fact Book also includes a digest of NFL rules, team directories, and active and career
coaching records. It is the official record and fact book for the sports media covering the NFL. Phil
Simms (CBS Sports) has said of previous editions, the NFL Record Fact Book is an invaluable tool
for those who follow the NFL. The ultimate guide to the NFL 2006 season The only reference book
authorized by the National Football League and distributed to NFL teams and news organizations
Includes complete statistics on the previous season, as well as comprehensive player and team
information All-time NFL individual and team records included 2006 NFL draft summary Includes
Fantasy Football section Complete game schedule and digest of NFL rules

history of nfl games in london: A Cultural History of Sport in the Modern Age Steven A.
Riess, 2022-08-31 A Cultural History of Sport in the Modern Age covers the period 1920 to today.
Over this time, world-wide participation in sport has been shaped by economic developments,
communication and transportation innovations, declining racism, diplomacy, political ideologies,
feminization, democratization, as well as increasing professionalization and commercialization.
Sport has now become both a global cultural force and one of the deepest ways in which individual
nations express their myths, beliefs, values, traditions and realities. The 6 volume set of the Cultural
History of Sport presents the first comprehensive history from classical antiquity to today, covering
all forms and aspects of sport and its ever-changing social, cultural, political, and economic context
and impact. The themes covered in each volume are the purpose of sport; sporting time and sporting
space; products, training and technology; rules and order; conflict and accommodation; inclusion,




exclusion and segregation; minds, bodies and identities; representation. Steven A. Riess is Professor
Emeritus at Northeastern Illinois University, USA. Volume 6 in the Cultural History of Sport set
General Editors: Wray Vamplew, Mark Dyreson, and John McClelland

history of nfl games in london: Sports Geek Rob Minto, 2016-10-20 Sports Geek is a visual
and numerical tour through sporting debates and ideas. Sport revolves around two things: narrative
and numbers. You need the narrative, otherwise why would anyone care about sport? Rivalries,
emotions, and sporting legends all require it. But sport also needs numbers. Without them, we have
no idea who has won. We need numbers to tell which team is top of the table, or who is the world
champion. Teams in all sports use data to create extraordinary analysis of how their players
perform, to assess tactics and to get an edge over arch rivals; but fans are rarely presented with
challenging and informative data that would help them to further understand sport. You'll never see
sport the same way again.

history of nfl games in london: Encyclopedia of Sports Management and Marketing
Linda E. Swayne, Mark Dodds, 2011-08-08 The first reference resource to bring both sports
management and sports marketing all together in one place.

history of nfl games in london: Routledge Companion to Sports History S. W. Pope, John
Nauright, 2009-12-17 This book describes how the field of sports history has matured dramatically
over the past decade, and expands on what this means for sports historians today. The specially
commissioned essays, addressing a range of thematic and regional contexts that make up this
companion make it a uniquely valuable resource.

history of nfl games in london: The Digital NBA Steven Secular, 2023-06-20 The National
Basketball Association reaches a global audience via a multiplatform strategy that leverages its
uncanny ability to connect fans to all things NBA. Steven Secular brings readers inside the league’s
global operations and traces the history of the NBA’s approach to sports media from its 1980s
embrace of cable through the streaming revolution of the twenty-first century. As fans around the
world stream games and other league content, NBA teams incorporate foreign languages and
cultures into broadcasts to boost their product’s appeal to audiences in Brazil, China, and beyond.
Secular’s analysis reveals how the NBA continues to transform itself into a wildly successful media
producer and distributor more akin to a streaming studio than the sports leagues of old even as its
media partners and sponsors erase any notion of sports as a civic good. A timely look at a dynamic
media landscape, The Digital NBA shows how the games we love became content first and sport a
distant second.

history of nfl games in london: Sport in Capitalist Society Tony Collins, 2013-04-12 Why are
the Olympic Games the driving force behind a clampdown on civil liberties? What makes sport an
unwavering ally of nationalism and militarism? Is sport the new opiate of the masses? These and
many other questions are answered in this new radical history of sport by leading historian of sport
and society, Professor Tony Collins. Tracing the history of modern sport from its origins in the
burgeoning capitalist economy of mid-eighteenth century England to the globalised corporate sport
of today, the book argues that, far from the purity of sport being ‘corrupted’ by capitalism, modern
sport is as much a product of capitalism as the factory, the stock exchange and the unemployment
line. Based on original sources, the book explains how sport has been shaped and moulded by the
major political and economic events of the past two centuries, such as the French Revolution, the
rise of modern nationalism and imperialism, the Russian Revolution, the Cold War and the
imposition of the neo-liberal agenda in the last decades of the twentieth century. It highlights the
symbiotic relationship between the media and sport, from the simultaneous emergence of print
capitalism and modern sport in Georgian England to the rise of Murdoch’s global satellite television
empire in the twenty-first century, and for the first time it explores the alternative, revolutionary
models of sport in the early twentieth century. Sport in a Capitalist Society is the first sustained
attempt to explain the emergence of modern sport around the world as an integral part of the
globalisation of capitalism. It is essential reading for anybody with an interest in the history or
sociology of sport, or the social and cultural history of the modern world.




history of nfl games in london: The Official NFL 1998 Record and Fact Book National
Football League, 1998-07 Definitive and the only record book authorized by the NFL, this annual of
information and statistics contains all-time NFL individual and team records; a complete listing of
1997 team and individual statistics; game-by-game summaries of the 1997 season; and more.

history of nfl games in london: Game On David Bockino, 2024-04 Game On tells the story of
how and why the sports media industry grew to become one of the most important and profitable
components of the global entertainment landscape.

history of nfl games in london: The Official NFL 2001 Record and Fact Book NFL,
National Football League, 2001-03 Complete statistics, all-time results, playoff/super bowl
summaries.

history of nfl games in london: Official 1995 National Football League Record & Fact
Book National Football League, 1995-07-01 Gathers records and statistics, summarizes each game
of the season, and lists the current schedule

history of nfl games in london: American Football and the American Way of War Daniel
Sukman, 2024-04-10 This book provides the reader with a history on the linkages between American
Football and the American Way of War. It provides concise summaries of aspects of tactics,
operations, and strategy, as well as international relations theory using football as a metaphor to
simplify the concepts. International relations theory and military strategy tend to be complicated
subjects often explained with jargon that puts the average reader to sleep. A book about war and
foreign policy explained through football analogies and comparisons is designed to liven the topic
and explain various military theories, strategies, and concepts. War and football tend to dominate
national media. War is often a topic of debate from the highest levels of government to local bars
and coffeehouses. Football is the monolith of sports that blankets sports television and radio
throughout the year. This book provides the reader an understanding of how military professionals
formulate and execute strategy in an easily understandable manner.

history of nfl games in london: The Business of Sports Mark Conrad, 2017-02-17 The
Business of Sports provides a comprehensive foundation of the economic, organizational, legal and
political components of the sports industry. Geared for journalism, communication and business
students, but also an excellent resource for those working in sports, this text introduces readers to
the ever-increasing complexity of an industry that is in constant flux. Now in its third edition, the
volume continues to offer a wealth of statistics and case studies, up to date with the newest
developments in sports business and focused on cutting-edge issues and topics, including the many
changes in international sports and the role of analytics in decision-making and tax rules that have a
major effect on athletes and teams.

history of nfl games in london: Scholastic Year in Sports 2025 James Buckley, 2024-12-24 The
ultimate book for young sports fans is back with the past year's top sports stories. Look back on
another year in sports with Scholastic, featuring exciting and all-new coverage for 2024.

history of nfl games in london: Introduction to the Sociology of Sport Otmar Weiss, Gilbert
Norden, 2021-07-26 The sociology of sport is a relatively new scientific discipline, which has spread
rapidly and developed in different directions across the world. It investigates social behavior, social
processes, and social structures in sport, as well as the relationship between sport and society. The
book Introduction to the Sociology of Sport aims to give its readers a comprehensive overview of this
fascinating topic. For this purpose, it shows the interrelations between sport and identity, social
class, gender, socialization, social groups, (mass) communication, the economy, and politics. In
addition, the book introduces a new, innovative theory that helps readers understand the social
specificity and worldwide popularity of sport.
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