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Heroes Robert Cormier: Exploring the Complex Themes and Characters in Cormier’s Work

heroes robert cormier is a topic that invites readers into the compelling world of one of
young adult literature’s most thought-provoking authors. Robert Cormier’s writing stands
out for its unflinching look at the darker sides of human nature, especially in the context of
heroism and what it truly means to be a hero. His novel *Heroes* is a remarkable example
of how he challenges traditional ideas about bravery, morality, and the consequences of
war. If you're interested in literary analysis, complex characters, or just want to understand
why Robert Cormier’s *Heroes* remains a significant read decades after publication, this
article will guide you through its themes, characters, and enduring impact.

Understanding the Novel *Heroes* by Robert
Cormier

Robert Cormier’s *Heroes* was first published in 1998 and quickly became a staple in
discussions about young adult literature that confronts difficult realities. Unlike many
traditional hero stories that glorify bravery and valor, *Heroes* presents a more nuanced
and sometimes unsettling portrayal of what it means to be a hero in the aftermath of World
War Il

The Plot at a Glance

Set in a small Massachusetts town, the story centers on Francis Cassavant, a war veteran
who returns home with severe facial injuries and a complicated past. Francis is driven by a
desire for revenge against a fellow soldier, Larry Lasalle, who he believes betrayed him and
others during the war. The novel explores Francis’s internal struggle with his own identity,
trauma, and the blurred lines between heroism and villainy.

Why *Heroes* Stands Out in Robert Cormier’s
Bibliography

Robert Cormier is known for his gritty realism and willingness to address sensitive subjects
such as abuse, betrayal, and moral ambiguity. Unlike his other works, like *The Chocolate
War* or *I Am the Cheese*, *Heroes* dives deeply into the psychological scars of war and
how they affect notions of courage and honor. The novel does not offer easy answers,
which is why it resonates with readers who appreciate stories that challenge the status quo
and encourage critical thinking.



Thematic Depth in *Heroes* Robert Cormier

One of the reasons *Heroes* remains relevant is its rich thematic content, which invites
readers to question common perceptions about heroism.

The Complexity of Heroism

Cormier dismantles the myth of the flawless hero by presenting characters who are deeply
flawed. Francis Cassavant, the protagonist, is far from the idealized image of a war hero.
His physical scars symbolize the emotional and psychological wounds that are less visible
but equally damaging. Through Francis, Cormier asks: Can someone be a hero if they carry
pain and guilt? Must a hero always be morally upright, or can they be conflicted and
flawed?

War and Its Aftermath

Unlike many war novels that focus on battlefield heroics, *Heroes* examines what happens
after the fighting stops. The trauma of war, survivor’s guilt, and the challenges of
reintegration into civilian life are central themes. Cormier’s portrayal of post-war struggles
sheds light on how the consequences of conflict linger long after the guns fall silent.

Trust, Betrayal, and Revenge

The novel also delves into the dark aspects of human relationships. Larry Lasalle, once a
revered figure in the town, represents betrayal on multiple levels. Francis’s quest for
revenge is complicated by his own feelings and memories, making the reader question the
true cost of vengeance. These themes underscore Cormier’s interest in moral ambiguity
rather than clear-cut distinctions between good and evil.

Characters That Defy Simple Labels

Robert Cormier’s *Heroes* is populated with characters who defy the usual archetypes,
adding depth to the story’s exploration of heroism.

Francis Cassavant: A War Veteran Haunted by the Past

Francis is the heart of the story, and his journey is both physical and emotional. His
disfigurement is a constant reminder of the sacrifices he made, but it also isolates him from
those around him. Francis’s internal conflict—his feelings of inadequacy, his desire for
justice, and his struggle to forgive—make him a deeply relatable and human character.



Larry Lasalle: The Enigmatic Antagonist

Larry is a paradoxical figure. To the townspeople, he is a charismatic and heroic leader; to
Francis, he is a betrayer and a symbol of corruption. This duality forces readers to confront
uncomfortable truths about how society often overlooks the darker sides of its “heroes.”

Nicole Renard: Innocence and Compassion

Nicole represents a connection to Francis’s past and a beacon of hope amid the novel’s
darker themes. Her character illustrates the possibility of empathy and understanding even
in a world marred by pain and betrayal.

The Legacy of *Heroes* in Young Adult Literature

Robert Cormier’s *Heroes* has left an indelible mark on the landscape of young adult
fiction. Its unvarnished portrayal of complex themes has influenced how authors approach
subjects like trauma, morality, and the human condition.

Breaking the Mold of Traditional Hero Narratives

Cormier’s work encourages readers, especially young adults, to think critically about the
stories they consume. By presenting heroes who are flawed and situations without easy
answers, *Heroes* challenges the often simplistic black-and-white narratives found in other
books or media.

Encouraging Empathy and Critical Thinking

The psychological depth of characters in *Heroes* fosters empathy. Readers are invited to
see beyond surface appearances and consider the internal battles that people face. This
approach promotes critical thinking and emotional intelligence, making the novel a valuable
educational tool.

Influence on Contemporary Writers

Many modern young adult authors cite Robert Cormier as an inspiration for tackling difficult
topics with honesty and courage. *Heroes* serves as a benchmark for storytelling that
respects the intelligence and emotional maturity of its readers.



Tips for Reading and Teaching *Heroes* by
Robert Cormier

Whether you’'re a student, educator, or simply a reader eager to delve into *Heroes*, here
are some tips to enhance your experience:

e Approach with an open mind: Be prepared for a story that doesn’t offer neat
resolutions. Embrace the complexity.

e Discuss themes openly: Topics like war trauma, betrayal, and morality can be
challenging but are worth exploring in group discussions or writing reflections.

* Analyze character motivations: Consider why characters act the way they do and
how their experiences shape their decisions.

e Connect to historical context: Understanding the post-World War Il era can deepen
appreciation for the novel’s setting and conflicts.

* Use supplementary materials: Biographical information about Robert Cormier and
critical essays can provide valuable insights.

Why *Heroes* Robert Cormier Remains a Timeless
Read

Many stories about heroes come and go, but Robert Cormier’s *Heroes* endures because it
speaks to the complexities of human nature that are timeless. It reminds readers that
heroism is not always about grand gestures or public recognition but often involves quiet
courage, painful truths, and difficult choices. In a world still grappling with war, injustice,
and moral ambiguity, *Heroes* offers a powerful lens through which to examine what it
truly means to be a hero.

By exploring these layers, Robert Cormier invites us all to reconsider the heroes in our own
lives and the stories we tell about bravery and redemption.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Robert Cormier?

Robert Cormier was an American author and journalist known for his young adult novels,
including the book 'Heroes.'



What is the book 'Heroes' by Robert Cormier about?

The book 'Heroes' by Robert Cormier explores themes of heroism, war, guilt, and
redemption through the story of a young boy named Francis who idolizes a local war hero.

When was 'Heroes' by Robert Cormier published?

'Heroes' was published in 1998.

What are the main themes in 'Heroes' by Robert
Cormier?

The main themes include the complexity of heroism, the impact of war, moral ambiguity,
and the struggles of adolescence.

Who is the protagonist in 'Heroes' by Robert Cormier?

The protagonist of 'Heroes' is Francis Cassavant, a young man who returns from World War
Il with severe facial injuries and struggles with his past.

What makes 'Heroes' by Robert Cormier a popular
young adult novel?

Its realistic portrayal of flawed characters, exploration of dark and complex themes, and
thought-provoking narrative make 'Heroes' popular among young adult readers.

How does Robert Cormier portray heroism in 'Heroes'?

Cormier portrays heroism as a complex and sometimes contradictory concept, showing that
heroes can have flaws and that true heroism involves personal sacrifice and moral
challenges.

Are there any adaptations of 'Heroes' by Robert
Cormier?

As of now, there are no major film or television adaptations of 'Heroes,' but the novel is
frequently studied in schools and has been adapted for stage performances.

What is the significance of the title 'Heroes' in Robert
Cormier's novel?

The title 'Heroes' is significant because it challenges traditional notions of heroism, showing
that heroes can be ordinary people with complicated pasts and moral dilemmas.

What impact has 'Heroes' by Robert Cormier had on



young adult literature?

'Heroes' has had a lasting impact on young adult literature by addressing mature themes
such as war trauma, identity, and ethical ambiguity, encouraging readers to think critically
about the nature of heroism.

Additional Resources

Heroes Robert Cormier: An In-Depth Exploration of the Novel’s Complex Themes and Impact

heroes robert cormier stands as a compelling work within young adult literature, marked
by its unflinching portrayal of heroism, trauma, and the complexities of human nature.
Robert Cormier, renowned for his ability to address difficult subjects through the lens of
adolescent experiences, uses *Heroes* to challenge conventional ideas about bravery and
moral ambiguity. This article provides an analytical review of *Heroes*, examining its
narrative structure, thematic depth, and lasting significance in the broader literary
landscape.

Understanding Heroes by Robert Cormier

Published in 1998, *Heroes* is one of Robert Cormier’s most thought-provoking novels. It
tells the story of Francis Cassavant, a war veteran grappling with physical and

psychological scars from World War Il. Unlike traditional heroic tales that glorify wartime
valor, Cormier’s narrative delves into the darker realities of combat and the personal cost of
heroism. The novel’s critical examination of what it means to be a hero destabilizes
simplistic, idealized notions prevalent in many war stories.

Cormier’s *Heroes* diverges from typical young adult fiction by embracing a mature, often
somber tone. The author’s signature style—characterized by terse, evocative prose and
moral complexity—foregrounds the psychological aftermath of trauma rather than external
action. This approach invites readers to reconsider the impact of violence and the societal
pressures imposed on individuals labeled as heroes.

Thematic Exploration: Heroism and Moral Ambiguity

At its core, *Heroes* interrogates the concept of heroism itself. Francis Cassavant, the
protagonist, is a war hero who returns home physically impaired and emotionally burdened.
The narrative explores his internal struggle as he confronts his past and seeks to reconcile
his experiences with the community’s expectations.

Key themes include:

e Trauma and Memory: Francis’s flashbacks and psychological scars highlight how
trauma shapes identity and perception.



e Revenge and Justice: The novel questions whether acts of vengeance can coexist
with notions of justice.

e Public vs. Private Persona: The contrast between how Francis is viewed by others
and his own self-image underscores the societal myths about heroism.

e The Complexity of Good and Evil: Cormier refuses to offer clear moral binaries,
instead presenting characters with multifaceted motivations.

This thematic depth encourages readers to engage critically with the narrative, challenging
simplistic interpretations of courage and moral righteousness.

Character Development and Psychological Realism

Robert Cormier’s skillful characterization in *Heroes* provides a nuanced portrayal of
individuals dealing with the aftermath of war. Francis Cassavant is not a flawless hero but a
deeply flawed and vulnerable individual. His physical disability—a facial disfigurement
caused by combat—serves as a constant reminder of the cost of war and complicates his
interactions with others.

Other characters, such as Nicole Renard, who embodies innocence and victimhood, and
Larry LaSalle, whose charming exterior hides darker impulses, contribute to the novel’s
exploration of trust, betrayal, and the hidden facets of human nature. The psychological
realism in these portrayals enhances the novel’s impact, making it resonate with readers
who seek authentic emotional experiences rather than idealized storytelling.

Comparative Context: Heroes Robert Cormier and
Other War Novels

When placed alongside other literature addressing war and heroism, *Heroes* distinguishes
itself through its focus on the psychological and ethical dimensions rather than battlefield
exploits. Unlike classic war novels such as *All Quiet on the Western Front* by Erich Maria
Remarque, which depict the horrors of combat itself, Cormier’s work centers on the post-
war experience and societal reactions to veterans.

In comparison to other young adult novels dealing with similar themes, such as *The Things
They Carried* by Tim O'Brien or *A Separate Peace* by John Knowles, *Heroes* stands out
for its unrelenting moral ambiguity and refusal to provide comforting resolutions. Cormier’s
narrative challenges readers to confront uncomfortable truths about human behavior and
the consequences of violence.



Impact and Reception in Young Adult Literature

*Heroes* has been widely recognized for expanding the boundaries of young adult
literature by addressing mature themes with intellectual rigor. It has been incorporated into
educational curricula to stimulate discussions on ethics, history, and psychology. Critics
praise Cormier’s ability to write for a young audience without condescension, respecting
their capacity for complex thought.

However, the novel’s bleak outlook and challenging subject matter have also sparked
debate about its appropriateness for younger readers. The portrayal of violence, sexual

abuse, and psychological trauma demands thoughtful engagement and, in some cases,
guided discussion.

Pros and Cons of Heroes Robert Cormier for Readers
and Educators

e Pros:
o Provides a realistic and complex portrayal of heroism and trauma.
o Encourages critical thinking about morality and societal expectations.
o Offers rich material for classroom discussion on difficult topics.

o Engages readers with suspenseful storytelling and emotional depth.

e Cons:
o Graphic content may be disturbing for some readers.
o The novel’s ambiguous moral stance can be challenging to interpret.

o Requires maturity and guidance to fully appreciate its themes.

These factors make *Heroes* a valuable yet demanding read for both students and
educators, underscoring the importance of context in its presentation.



Legacy and Continued Relevance of Heroes
Robert Cormier

Decades after its publication, *Heroes* remains a significant work for its candid exploration
of the complexities surrounding heroism and human fallibility. In contemporary discussions
about veterans’ mental health, trauma, and societal myths, Cormier’s narrative offers
insights that continue to resonate.

The novel’s enduring relevance is also reflected in its influence on subsequent authors who
tackle tough issues within young adult fiction. By refusing to sanitize harsh realities,
*Heroes* set a precedent for literature that respects the intelligence and emotional
capacity of adolescent readers.

In summary, *Heroes* by Robert Cormier is a profound and unsettling examination of
heroism that challenges readers to look beyond surface narratives. Through its intricate
characters, thematic richness, and psychological depth, the novel invites ongoing reflection
on the nature of courage, suffering, and the human condition.
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heroes robert cormier: Oxford Literature Companions: Heroes Su Fielder, 2015-07-30
Easy to use in the classroom or as a tool for revision, the Oxford Literature Companions provide
student-friendly analysis of a range of popular set texts. Each book offers a lively, engaging
approach to the text, covering context, language, characters and themes, with clear advice for
assessment, examples of questions and annotated sample answers. This guide covers Heroes by
Robert Cormier.

heroes robert cormier: Heroes Robert Cormier, 2013-03-19 Francis Joseph Cassavant is 18.
He has just returned home from the Second World War, and he has no face. He does have a gun and
a mission: to murder his childhood hero. Francis lost most of his face when he fell on a grenade in
France. He received the Silver Star for bravery, but was it really an act of heroism? Now, having
survived, he is looking for a man he once admired and respected, a man adored my many people, a
man who also received a Silver Star for bravery. A man who destroyed Francis’s life.

heroes robert cormier: Robert Cormier: Daring to Disturb the Universe Patty Campbell,
2012-02-29 Beginning with the publication of The Chocolate War in 1974, and continuing throughout
the entirety of his career, Robert Cormier dared to disturb the universe. The moment Jerry Renault
refused to sell his first chocolate bar Robert Cormier began a life-long career that would push the
boundaries of traditional young adult literature. He would go on to prove again and again that a YA
novel could be both realistic and unflinchingly honest. And that fiction for teens could be great
literature. In this book YA librarian and Cormier biographer Patty Campbell explores each of
Cormier's books for young readers. From the boundary breaking modern classic The Chocolate War
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and the award-winning I Am the Cheese, to the tender Frenchtown Summer and the shocking and
disturbing Tenderness, Campbell's literary analysis illuminates why Robert Cormier has been called
the single most important writer in young adult literature. And how his work has touched
generations of young readers' hearts and minds, daring them again and again to disturb their own
universe.

heroes robert cormier: Heroes Robert Cormier, 1998 After joining the army at fifteen and
having his face blown away by a grenade in a battle in France, Francis returns home to Frenchtown
hoping to find--and kill--the former childhood hero he feels betrayed him.

heroes robert cormier: Robert Cormier Adrienne E. Gavin, 2012-11-01 This compelling New
Casebook is the first essay collection devoted to the work of groundbreaking American author
Robert Cormier. Written by a team of international children's literature experts, the volume offers a
variety of critical and theoretical approaches to the range of Cormier's controversial young adult
novels. The newly-commissioned essays explore the author's earlier best-known writings for
teenagers as well as his later less critically examined texts, focussing on key issues such as
adolescence, identity, bullying and child corruption. Recognizing Cormier's achievement, this
long-overdue critical resource is essential reading for anyone with an interest in his influential work
and lasting impact on young adult fiction.

heroes robert cormier: York Notes for GCSE: Heroes Kindle edition Marian Slee, Geoff
Brookes, 2013-09-16 This brilliant series now includes new editions of 17 top titles full-colour, A4
format to meet the changing needs of GCSE students. Written by GCSE examiners and teachers to
give all students an expert understanding of the text, they include: an invaluable exam skills section
with essay plans, sample answers and expert guidance on understanding exam questions to show
students what they need to do to reach their potential. a wealth of useful content including key
quotes, checklists, study tips and short activities to help students revise effectively. the widest
coverage with in-depth analys.

heroes robert cormier: Teaching the Selected Works of Robert Cormier Virginia R.
Monseau, 2007 Two high school teachers and a middle school teacher offer ideas, lessons, and
assignments related to the study of Robert Cormer's works, focusing on the lesser-known titles of
Tunes for Bears to Dance To, Heroes, The Rag and Bone Shop, Frenchtown Summer, and After the
First Death.

heroes robert cormier: The World's Best Thin Books, Revised Joni Richards Bodart,
2000-05-09 The book report is due and panic sets in. A THIN book is the ticket. But perhaps a
THINNER book? Or the THINNEST book of all? And how to pick one (quickly) that will be
interesting? Students, teachers, and librarians will love this handy little volume that describes 100
titles recommended for middle and high school students. Readable, attention-grabbing-all are less
than 200 pages. Each entry lists title and author, provides information on characters, plot, and
action, and even suggests topics to cover in a book report. Librarians and teachers will appreciate
the inclusion of curricular areas and readability indexes, and students will find the appendix on
approaches to writing a book report or booktalk a real gold mine. Five indexes make locating the
perfect title a breeze.The genre index guides you to the kind of book you want to read. The subject
index lists dozens of subjects, from adoption to writing, divorce to time travel. The readability index
guides you to the quick reads or thoughtful novels. If you have a favorite author or already know of a
novel you want to read, there is the author or title index. Finally, the curriculum index allows you to
look for a book for a particular class.

heroes robert cormier: The Subversive Harry Potter Vandana Saxena, 2014-01-10 The seven
books in J.K. Rowling's Harry Potter series bring together a variety of aspects of young adult fiction
and portray youthful rebellion as well as cultural containment and an adolescent's negotiations
through these conflicting forces. This detailed study of Harry Potter explores the limits of the
formulaic structure of adolescent fantasy fiction and also examines the impulse of exploration,
subversion, and resistance contained within the formula. Within both subversion and containment in
the narrative, young adult fantasy becomes an embodiment of the experience of adolescence--its



angst, rebellion and also its journey of personal maturation.

heroes robert cormier: Under Fire Elizabeth Goodenough, Andrea Immel, 2008 An eclectic,
multidisciplinary collection that explores the representation of war and its aftereffects in children's
books and documentary film. Brings together internationally known contributors to examine the
ongoing influence of violence and war on children's literature by studying the childhood experiences
of authors writing for children, the children represented in war stories, and the experiences of
children who make up the stories readership. From publisher description.

heroes robert cormier: Deconstructing the Hero Margery Hourihan, 2005-08-19 This book
sets out to explore the structure and meanings within the most popular of all literary genres - the
adventure story. Deconstructing the Hero offers analytical readings of some of the most widely read
adventure stories such as Treasure Island , the James Bond stories and Star Wars. The book
describes how adventure stories are influential in shaping children's perception and establishing
values. When many of these stories define non-white, non-European people as inferior, and women
as marginal or incapable, we should be worried about what they are teaching our children to think.
Margery Hourihan shows how teaching children to read books critically can help to prevent the
establishment of negative attitudes, discourage aggression and promote values of emotion and
creativity.

heroes robert cormier: The Creative Myth and the Cosmic Hero Ronald V. Evans, 1992
Becker's hypothesis about psychic and spiritual unity within the Rankian idea of a hero provides the
framework for this book. By extending Rank's and Becker's conceptions of heroism from a
developmental process involving a «World Hero Child, » through a Monomythic narrative sequence
(Campbell, 1968), and on into the literary texts of American fiction, this book illustrates Becker's
wisdom. At the same time, it explores the implications that remain undeveloped in Becker's The
Denial of Death, implications about gender, about modern technocratic life and about popular
culture as blocks to heroism. The result is a synthesis of mythic-textual-psychoanalytical theory into
a belief system that is perpetuated by resonant readings.

heroes robert cormier: Zwischen Bibel und Bilderbuch Gabriele Dressing, 2004 Die
vorliegende Arbeit gilt der Programmatik und Vergabepraxis des Katholischen Kinder- und
Jugendbuchpreises und schlieSt gleichzeitig eine Liicke in der Erforschung religioser Kinder- und
Jugendliteratur der Gegenwart. Die literaturwissenschaftliche Analyse aller Preisbiicher und
Empfehlungslisten von 1979 bis 2003, die unter gattungstypologischen und inhaltsanalytischen
Aspekten vorgenommen wird, zeigt Entwicklungslinien innerhalb der einzelnen literarischen
Gattungen auf. Nicht nur die Themen und literarischen Formen in der religiosen Kinder- und
Jugendliteratur haben sich erweitert, sondern in den ausgewahlten Blichern spiegeln sich auch neue
Akzentuierungen in der Zielsetzung des Preises. In einer pluralistischen und von
Sakularisierungstendenzen gepragten Gesellschaft hat religiose Kinder- und Jugendliteratur
wichtige Funktionen in der Personlichkeitsentwicklung von Kindern. Die Untersuchungsergebnisse
zeigen, dass zum einen eine Ruckkehr zu den Originaltexten bei Kinderbibeln und Legenden zu
beobachten ist, zum anderen eine auf Toleranz griundende Darstellung fremder Kulturen und
Religionen in der erzahlenden Kinder- und Jugendliteratur.

heroes robert cormier: Deutsche Nationalbibliographie und Bibliographie der im
Ausland erschienenen deutschsprachigen Veroffentlichungen , 2003

heroes robert cormier: Cambridge IGCSETM English Workbook (Collins Cambridge
IGCSETM) Julia Burchell, Steve Eddy, Mike Gould, Elizabeth Walter, 2021-06-07 This brand-new
Workbook helps students to consolidate their learning, with further practice activities and language
support to accompany each chapter of the Student Book. This Workbook supports the syllabuses for
Cambridge IGCSE® and IGCSE® (9-1) First Language English (0500 and 0990) for first
examination in 2020.

heroes robert cormier: Teaching English Carol Evans, Alyson Midgley, Phil Righy, Lynne
Warham, Peter Woolnough, 2009-03-26 Reflective practice is at the heart of effective teaching, and
this book helps you develop into a reflective teacher of English. Everything you need is here:



guidance on developing your analysis and self-evaluation skills, the knowledge of what you are
trying to achieve and why, and examples of how experienced teachers deliver successful lessons.
The book shows you how to plan lessons, how to make good use of resources and how to assess
pupils’ progress effectively. Each chapter contains points for reflection, which encourage you to
break off from your reading and think about the challenging questions that you face as a new
teacher. The book comes with access to a companion website, www.sagepub.co.uk/secondary ,
where you will find: - Videos of real lessons so you can see the skills discussed in the text in action -
Links to a range of sites that provide useful additional support - Extra planning and resource
materials. If you are training to teach English this book will help you to improve your classroom
performance, by providing you with practical advice, but also by helping you to think in depth about
the key issues. It also provides examples of the research evidence that is needed in academic work
at Masters level, essential for anyone undertaking an M-level PGCE.

heroes robert cormier: Tantalizing Tidbits for Teens 2 Ruth Cox E. Clark, 2007-08-15 Volume
IT has more engaging, motivating, and meaningful titles and activities to share with your students.
Impact literacy in your school by inspiring even the most reluctant students to pick up books and
read. This popular book includes curriculum-related activities for educators to pick up and use right
away to meet national standards and raise students' test scores. Find age-appropriate titles on the
American Library Association (ALA) and International Reading Association (IRA) recommended
reading lists for your students.

heroes robert cormier: Ethical English Mark A. Pike, 2014-12-18 Ethical English addresses the
‘ethos' of English teaching and draws attention to its 'spirit' and fundamental character, identifying
the features that English teaching must exhibit if it is to continue to sustain us morally as a liberal
art and to provide the learners of increasingly plural societies with a broad ethical education. Mark
A. Pike provides practical examples from the classroom, including assessment and teaching, knitting
these with an ethical critique of practice, stimulating readers to engage in critical reflection
concerning the teaching of English. This book not only shows readers how to teach English but also
helps them to critically evaluate the ethics of the practice of English teaching.

heroes robert cormier: Booktalks and More Lucy Schall, 2003-06-30 Inspire teenagers to read
quality literature and help them explore issues relevant to their lives. This outstanding book offers
motivational, ready-to-use booktalks for more than 100 of the best new reads for teenagers,
guaranteed to pique teen interest. Each booktalk comes with complete bibliographic information, a
detailed plot summary, helpful presentation tips, curriculum connections, and suggestions for
related books and media. Grades 7-12. To help you keep the booktalk momentum going, Lucy Schall
provides engaging follow-up discussion questions and activity ideas that will enhance every teen's
reading, writing, and speaking skills. With a focus on recently published fiction and nonfiction titles
in a wide variety of genres and themes, these dynamic booktalks center around issues, problems,
and challenges that young adults are facing—from family concerns, expectations, and leadership to
prejudice, good and evil, and the future. These lively booktalks and activities will motivate your
teens to explore the complex world around them through unforgettable literary journeys.

heroes robert cormier: Campbell's Scoop Patty Campbell, 2010-02-19 At the request of her
many fans, Patty Campbell, editor of the Scarecrow Studies in Young Adult Literature series, has
selected some of her best essays, articles, columns, and speeches in Campbell's Scoop. These pieces
define the boundaries between children's and adult literature and review the trends, censorship,
problems, and glories of the genre. Other essays reflect on some concerns and interests of young
adult literature as it has matured: the verse novel, ambivalent endings, violence, the sometimes
dubious value of awards and honor lists, the graphic novel, and the difficulties of the genre's recent
overwhelming success. A section titled Inside ALA looks at the author's many years of service to that
organization with, among other pieces, a firsthand look at the Best Books committee at work and a
report of her attempt to unite booksellers and librarians in common cause. Many of these selections
show the idiosyncratic wit and passion that have made Campbell's column a favorite with Horn Book
readers: an exploration of the meaning of the glut of YA novels with death as a theme or character;



an indignant denunciation of the fictional abuse of animals; a snarky analysis of chick lit; and a
technical review from the belly-dancing critic of a YA novel featuring that ancient art. On a more
serious note, Campbell pleads for what she calls Godsearch in books for teens and pays tribute to
her late friend Robert Cormier. Without question, the essays in Campbell's Scoop provide readers
with the unique insights of an advocate who is passionate about young adult literature and its future.
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