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What Language in Greenland: Exploring the Linguistic Landscape of the Arctic Island

what language in greenland do people speak? This question often arises when
discussing the vast icy island known for its breathtaking fjords, polar bears, and unique
culture. Greenland, the world’s largest island, is not only fascinating for its natural wonders
but also for its intriguing linguistic heritage. Understanding what language in Greenland is
spoken reveals much about its history, people, and identity.

The Primary Language of Greenland: Greenlandic

The dominant language spoken in Greenland is Greenlandic, locally known as Kalaallisut.
This language belongs to the Eskimo-Aleut language family, which connects it to languages
spoken in parts of Alaska, Canada, and Siberia. Greenlandic is a polysynthetic language,
meaning it forms complex words by combining many smaller units, which can express
detailed ideas in a single term.

Dialects Within Greenlandic

Greenlandic is not monolithic; it consists of several dialects that vary across regions. The
three main dialect groups are:

Kalaallisut: The West Greenlandic dialect, which serves as the official language and
is taught in schools.

Tunumiisut: The East Greenlandic dialect, spoken by smaller communities.

Sermersooq: The North Greenlandic dialect, used in the northern parts of the island.

Among these, Kalaallisut is the most widely spoken and the one most visitors will
encounter.

The Role of Danish in Greenland

Greenland has a historical connection with Denmark, having been a Danish colony until
1953 and currently an autonomous territory within the Kingdom of Denmark. Because of
this relationship, Danish has a significant presence in Greenland.



Danish as a Secondary Language

Danish is considered the second official language in Greenland. It is widely used in
government, education, and business sectors. Many Greenlanders are bilingual, speaking
both Greenlandic and Danish fluently. Danish is especially prevalent in urban areas like
Nuuk, the capital, where administrative and educational institutions operate in Danish
alongside Greenlandic.

Why Danish Remains Important

The continued use of Danish stems from Greenland’s political ties and practical needs.
Danish provides Greenlanders access to broader educational resources, international
communication, and governmental affairs linked to Denmark. For many Greenlanders,
proficiency in Danish opens doors to opportunities outside the island, including university
education in Denmark and other parts of Europe.

English and Other Languages in Greenland

While Greenlandic and Danish dominate the linguistic scene, English also plays a role,
particularly among younger generations and in tourism.

The Growing Influence of English

English is increasingly taught in Greenlandic schools as a foreign language, reflecting global
trends and the island’s growing engagement with international visitors. Tourists from
Europe, North America, and elsewhere often use English as a common language to
communicate with locals working in hospitality and travel industries.

Minority and Immigrant Languages

Due to Greenland’s small population and remote location, there are few immigrant
languages spoken. However, some communities may speak other Scandinavian languages,
such as Norwegian or Swedish, given Greenland’s ties to the Nordic region. Additionally,
Russian and other indigenous Arctic languages have limited presence due to historical
exchanges and research activities.

The Cultural Significance of Language in
Greenland



Language in Greenland is more than a means of communication; it is a vital part of cultural
identity and heritage.

Preserving the Greenlandic Language

Greenlanders take great pride in their native tongue. Efforts to preserve and promote
Greenlandic include government policies, education in the native language, and media
broadcasting in Greenlandic. Maintaining the language helps sustain traditional knowledge,
folklore, and a connection to the land and environment.

Language and Identity

For many Greenlanders, speaking Greenlandic is a statement of cultural pride and
resistance against past colonial pressures. The revival and normalization of Greenlandic
symbolize the island’s journey toward greater autonomy and self-determination. Language
plays a central role in shaping Greenland’s national identity in the modern era.

Learning Greenlandic: Tips and Insights

For those interested in the language of Greenland, learning Greenlandic can be a rewarding
but challenging endeavor.

Start with Kalaallisut: Focus on the West Greenlandic dialect, which is the most
widely spoken and best documented.

Understand its structure: Greenlandic’s polysynthetic nature means words can be
long and complex; breaking down words into smaller parts helps comprehension.

Use language resources: Explore online courses, dictionaries, and language apps
that specialize in Greenlandic.

Engage with native speakers: If possible, connect with Greenlanders through
language exchange or cultural programs to practice conversational skills.

Given its unique linguistic features, Greenlandic offers a fascinating glimpse into the
Arctic’s cultural richness.

The Future of Language in Greenland

The linguistic future of Greenland involves balancing tradition with modernity. As the island



develops economically and politically, language policies continue evolving.

Promoting Greenlandic in Education and Media

There is a strong push to make Greenlandic the primary language of instruction in schools,
replacing Danish gradually. Media outlets increasingly broadcast in Greenlandic to foster its
use among younger generations.

Challenges and Opportunities

While Danish and English remain important for practical reasons, the resilience of
Greenlandic showcases the island’s commitment to its cultural roots. Technology and
globalization present both challenges and opportunities for language preservation, enabling
easier access to resources but also exposing Greenlandic to external influences.

Exploring what language in Greenland is spoken opens a window into a vibrant culture
shaped by history, environment, and resilience. Whether you’re a traveler, linguist, or
curious reader, Greenland’s linguistic landscape offers a unique story worth discovering.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the official language of Greenland?
The official language of Greenland is Greenlandic, also known as Kalaallisut.

Is Danish spoken in Greenland?
Yes, Danish is widely spoken in Greenland and used in administration and education
alongside Greenlandic.

Are there different dialects of Greenlandic?
Yes, there are three main dialects of Greenlandic: Kalaallisut (Western Greenlandic),
Tunumiisut (Eastern Greenlandic), and Inuktun (Northern Greenlandic).

What language do most Greenlanders speak at home?
Most Greenlanders speak Greenlandic (Kalaallisut) at home.

Is English commonly spoken in Greenland?
English is taught in schools and is increasingly spoken, especially among younger
generations and in tourism.



How is Greenlandic related to other languages?
Greenlandic is an Eskimo-Aleut language, related to Inuit languages spoken in Canada and
Alaska.

Why is Danish still important in Greenland?
Danish remains important due to Greenland's historical ties to Denmark, and it is used in
government, higher education, and media.

Can visitors communicate in Danish or English in
Greenland?
Yes, visitors can generally communicate in Danish or English, especially in larger towns and
tourist areas.

Are there efforts to preserve the Greenlandic language?
Yes, there are active efforts to preserve and promote Greenlandic through education,
media, and cultural initiatives.

Additional Resources
**Exploring Linguistic Identity: What Language in Greenland Defines Its Culture and
Communication**

what language in greenland forms the cornerstone of the island’s rich cultural fabric and
national identity. Greenland, the world’s largest island, is home to a unique linguistic
landscape shaped by its indigenous heritage, colonial history, and contemporary
globalization. Understanding the languages spoken in Greenland provides deeper insight
into the island’s societal dynamics, education system, and international relations. This
article delves into the primary languages of Greenland, their historical context, current
usage, and the implications for the island’s cultural preservation and development.

The Primary Language of Greenland: Greenlandic
(Kalaallisut)

At the heart of Greenland’s linguistic identity is Greenlandic, locally known as Kalaallisut.
This language belongs to the Eskimo-Aleut language family and is spoken by the majority of
Greenland’s approximately 56,000 inhabitants. Greenlandic is an Inuit language that
reflects the island’s indigenous roots and is not related to European languages, which
makes it particularly distinctive in the North Atlantic region.



Characteristics and Dialects of Greenlandic

Greenlandic is a polysynthetic language, meaning it forms complex words by combining
many morphemes, allowing speakers to convey detailed information succinctly. This
linguistic structure is markedly different from Indo-European languages, such as Danish or
English, which rely more heavily on word order and auxiliary words.

Within Greenlandic, several dialects exist, primarily:

Kalaallisut – Spoken in the western part of Greenland and recognized as the official
language of Greenland.

Tunumiisut – The eastern dialect, which has some differences in pronunciation and
vocabulary.

Inuktun – The northern dialect, spoken by a smaller population in the Qaanaaq
region.

Of these, Kalaallisut has been standardized and promoted as the main language used in
government, education, and media.

Danish Influence and the Role of Danish
Language

Greenland’s colonial history under Danish rule has left a significant linguistic imprint.
Danish was the official language of Greenland until 2009, when Greenland achieved greater
autonomy under the Self-Government Act. Despite Greenlandic’s official status now, Danish
remains widely spoken and serves as a second language for many Greenlanders.

Historical Context of Danish Language in Greenland

Since the early 18th century, when Denmark-Norway claimed sovereignty over Greenland,
Danish became the language of administration, education, and trade. For centuries, Danish
was the medium of instruction in schools, which contributed to bilingualism among
Greenlanders but also created tensions regarding cultural preservation.

Current Status and Usage of Danish

Today, Danish continues to play an important role:



Education: Danish is taught as a compulsory second language in schools, and many
students achieve fluency.

Government and Legal Affairs: Some official documents and communications
remain bilingual, reflecting Greenland's ties with Denmark.

Media: Danish-language newspapers, radio, and television programs are accessible in
Greenland.

However, there is an ongoing emphasis on strengthening Greenlandic to reinforce cultural
identity and reduce dependence on Danish.

Other Languages Spoken in Greenland

While Greenlandic and Danish dominate the linguistic landscape, other languages also exist
within the population due to immigration, tourism, and international cooperation.

English as a Lingua Franca

English has gained increasing importance in Greenland, particularly in business, higher
education, and tourism sectors. Although not an official language, English is commonly
taught in schools as a foreign language and serves as a bridge language for international
communication.

Minority and Immigrant Languages

Greenland has small communities of immigrants and expatriates who speak Russian,
Filipino, and other European languages. These languages contribute to the multicultural
fabric of urban centers like Nuuk, Greenland’s capital.

The Impact of Language on Greenland’s Society
and Identity

Language in Greenland is more than just a means of communication; it is a powerful
symbol of identity, autonomy, and heritage. The revitalization and promotion of
Greenlandic reflect broader political and cultural movements aimed at preserving
indigenous traditions while navigating modern challenges.



Education and Language Policy

The Greenlandic government has implemented policies that prioritize Greenlandic as the
language of instruction from early childhood, with Danish and English taught as secondary
languages. This trilingual approach aims to empower Greenlanders to participate fully in
their local culture, the Danish realm, and the global community.

Challenges and Opportunities

Preservation: Maintaining fluency in Greenlandic is critical to preserving oral
traditions, literature, and cultural knowledge.

Globalization: The influx of external influences and the dominance of English in
technology and commerce pose challenges to linguistic preservation.

Social Inclusion: Ensuring that all Greenlanders, including those from diverse
linguistic backgrounds, have access to education and services in their native language
remains an ongoing concern.

Comparative Perspective: Greenland’s Language
Situation in the Arctic Region

Greenland’s linguistic dynamics can be contextualized by comparing them with other Arctic
territories such as Canada’s Inuit regions, Alaska, and Siberian indigenous communities.
Like Greenland, these regions grapple with balancing indigenous language preservation
against the pressures of dominant national languages like English and Russian.

Greenland’s success in officially adopting Greenlandic and emphasizing its use in public life
is often cited as a model for indigenous language revitalization. However, the coexistence
of Danish and Greenlandic, alongside growing English usage, presents a complex
multilingual environment that demands careful policy and cultural sensitivity.

---

In examining what language in Greenland is spoken and how it functions within society, it
becomes clear that the island’s linguistic identity is multifaceted and evolving. Greenlandic
stands as a proud emblem of indigenous heritage, Danish reflects historical ties and
administrative realities, while English and other languages indicate Greenland’s place in an
interconnected world. This linguistic tapestry not only defines communication on the island
but also shapes Greenland’s cultural resilience and future trajectory.
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the Falkland Islands.
  what language in greenland: The Bible of Every Land , 1860*
  what language in greenland: Bibliography of the Eskimo Language James Constantine
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2015-02-11 The volume is the first comprehensive typological study of the conceptualisation of
temperature in languages as reflected in their systems of central temperature terms (hot, cold, to
freeze, etc.). The key issues addressed here include questions such as how languages categorize the
temperature domain and what other uses the temperature expressions may have, e.g., when
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geopolitical arena affects and reshapes the area known as the North Atlantic: Greenland, Iceland,
the Faroe Islands and coastal Norway. The relationship between the center of the former Danish
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North Atlantic have collaborated on this study of the North Atlantic countries as an emerging new
center in the North. Foundations that made this publication possible: Carlsberg Foundation
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collaboration mean that we are creating ademocratic deficit? How are we affected by tradition on
the one hand and by the accelerating change brought about by globalisation on the other? Is it a
question of generational boundaries? Would young people in Nordic countries rather speak English
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  what language in greenland: Ultimate Island Travel - Greenland And Iceland Herbert Howard,
2013-10-30 Iceland – “The Land Of Fire And Ice”…… Greenland – “The Land of the
Greenlanders”…… Two very beautiful and unusual places to see...... Some of the subjects discussed
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To Go To Greenland, Largest Glaciers, Main Towns In Greenland, Things To See And Do In
Greenland, Festival Of Snow Sculptures and of course lots and lots of detail.
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Adults B.J. Epstein, Elizabeth Chapman, 2021-08-17 This edited collection explores LGBTQ+
literature for young readers around the world, and connects this literature to greater societal,
political, linguistic, historical, and cultural concerns. It brings together contributions from across the
academic and activist spectra, looking at picture books, middle-grade books and young adult novels
to explore what is at stake when we write (or do not write) about LGBTQ+ topics for young readers.
The topics include the representation of sexualities and gender identities; depictions of queer
families; censorship; links between culture, language and sexuality/gender; translation of LGBTQ+
literature for young readers; and self-publishing. It is the first collection to expand the study of
LGBTQ+ literature for young readers beyond the English-speaking world and to draw cross-cultural
comparisons.
  what language in greenland: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of Congress, 2012
  what language in greenland: One Thousand Languages Peter Austin, 2008 Presents an
overview of the living, endangered, and extinct languages of the world, providing the total number of
speakers of the language, its history, and maps of the geographic areas where it is presently spoken
or where it was spoken in the past.
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