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A General History of Pyrates: Unraveling the Mystique of the High Seas

a general history of pyrates takes us on a fascinating journey through time, revealing tales of adventure,
rebellion, and the relentless pursuit of freedom on the open ocean. Often romanticized in books, films, and
folklore, the world of pyrates is much richer and more complex than the swashbuckling caricatures
commonly portrayed. From ancient sea raiders to the infamous buccaneers of the Caribbean, the story of
pyrates is a captivating blend of history, culture, and maritime strategy.

Origins and Early Instances of Piracy

Piracy, the act of robbery or criminal violence at sea, is as old as seafaring itself. Long before the golden age
of piracy, societies around the Mediterranean, the Indian Ocean, and even the South China Sea experienced
their share of maritime marauders. Ancient pyrates were often organized bands or clans who took
advantage of busy trade routes and weak naval patrols.

The Mediterranean and the Sea Peoples

One of the earliest recorded groups resembling pyrates were the Sea Peoples, a confederation of naval
raiders who disrupted Eastern Mediterranean civilizations around the 12th century BCE. Their attacks
contributed to the collapse of several Bronze Age societies, illustrating how piracy had significant
geopolitical impacts even in ancient times.

Viking Raiders: The Norse Pyrates

Fast forward to the early medieval period, and you encounter the Vikings, infamous Norsemen who
combined piracy, exploration, and settlement. Their longships allowed them to strike swiftly along
European coasts, plundering monasteries and towns. Though often branded as ruthless pyrates, Vikings also
laid the groundwork for trade and cultural exchange across vast regions.

The Golden Age of Pyrates: 1650-1730

When people think of pyrates, their minds often drift to the Golden Age of Piracy, a period roughly
spanning from the mid-17th to early 18th centuries. This era saw a surge in maritime piracy, fueled by



expanding colonial empires, lucrative trade routes, and the aftermath of wars that left many sailors
unemployed.

Why Did Piracy Flourish During This Time?

Several factors converged to create the perfect storm for piracy during the Golden Age:

Colonial Rivalries: European powers like Spain, England, France, and the Netherlands competed
fiercely for control of the New World and its riches.

Wealthy Trade Routes: The Caribbean Sea, the Atlantic Ocean, and the Indian Ocean were bustling
with merchant ships carrying gold, silver, spices, and other valuable goods.

Privateering and War: Governments issued letters of marque to privateers, legally authorizing them
to attack enemy ships during wartime. However, many privateers turned to outright piracy when
peacetime returned.

Social Upheaval: Many sailors faced harsh conditions, low pay, and brutal discipline aboard naval and
merchant vessels, leading some to seek freedom and fortune through piracy.

Notorious Pyrates and Their Legends

The Golden Age gave rise to some of the most legendary figures in piracy history:

Blackbeard (Edward Teach): Perhaps the most infamous pyrate, Blackbeard was known for his
fearsome appearance and daring exploits along the American eastern seaboard.

Anne Bonny and Mary Read: These rare female pyrates challenged gender norms by fighting
alongside men in the Caribbean.

Calico Jack (John Rackham): Famous for his colorful clothing and association with Anne Bonny and
Mary Read.

Bartholomew Roberts: One of the most successful pyrates, capturing hundreds of ships across the
Atlantic and African coasts.



The Pirate Code and Life at Sea

Contrary to popular belief, life among pyrates was not purely chaotic. Many operated under a set of rules
known as the “Pirate Code,” which established guidelines for behavior, division of loot, and conflict
resolution.

Democracy on the High Seas

Pirate ships often practiced a form of democracy uncommon in the broader world at the time. Captains
were elected by crew members and could be deposed if they lost the crew's confidence. Shares of plunder
were distributed according to agreed-upon shares, rewarding skill and seniority.

Daily Life and Challenges

Life aboard a pirate ship was tough but offered freedoms unknown on naval or merchant vessels. Pyrates
faced constant threats of battle, disease, and harsh weather. Their diet was often poor, and medical care
limited. Yet, the camaraderie and promise of riches motivated many to endure these hardships.

The Decline of the Pyrate Era

By the early 18th century, piracy began to wane. Increased naval patrols, better international cooperation,
and the decline of privateering reduced opportunities for piracy.

Naval Crackdown and Legal Measures

European powers invested heavily in naval forces to protect their shipping lanes. Piracy was treated as a
serious crime, with captured pyrates often hanged in public as a deterrent. The establishment of admiralty
courts expedited trials and punishments.

Economic and Political Changes

The stabilization of colonial governments and trade networks made piracy less profitable and more
dangerous. Additionally, many former pyrates settled into legitimate trades or accepted pardons offered by
governments seeking to pacify the seas.



Legacy and Cultural Impact of Pyrates

Though the age of classic pyrates has passed, their legacy continues to influence popular culture, law, and
maritime lore.

Romanticizing the Pyrate

From Robert Louis Stevenson’s “Treasure Island” to the blockbuster “Pirates of the Caribbean” franchise,
pyrates have been immortalized as symbols of adventure, rebellion, and freedom. This romantic image
often glosses over the brutal realities of piracy but has kept the fascination alive worldwide.

Modern Piracy and Its Differences

Today, piracy still exists, primarily in regions like the waters off Somalia, the Strait of Malacca, and the Gulf
of Guinea. Modern piracy differs significantly, often involving kidnapping, ransom demands, and organized
crime rather than the treasure-hunting spirit of historical pyrates.

Lessons from Pyrate History

Studying the history of pyrates offers insights into maritime law, international cooperation, and human
resilience. It reminds us how economic pressures, social inequalities, and political instability can drive
people toward desperate measures and how societies respond to such challenges.

Exploring a general history of pyrates reveals more than just tales of treasure and treachery—it uncovers a
dynamic chapter in human history where the seas were theaters of conflict, commerce, and cultural
exchange. Whether viewed through the lens of legend or historical fact, the world of pyrates continues to
captivate and inspire curiosity across generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'A General History of Pyrates' and why is it significant?
'A General History of Pyrates' is a book first published in 1724, attributed to Captain Charles Johnson, that
chronicles the lives and exploits of notorious pirates. It is significant because it popularized the romantic
image of pirates and served as one of the earliest comprehensive accounts of piracy.



Who is believed to be the true author of 'A General History of Pyrates'?
While the book is attributed to Captain Charles Johnson, the true identity of the author remains uncertain.
Some scholars speculate it was Daniel Defoe or another contemporary writer, but no definitive evidence
exists.

Which famous pirates are featured in 'A General History of Pyrates'?
The book features biographies of several infamous pirates, including Blackbeard (Edward Teach), Calico
Jack (John Rackham), Anne Bonny, Mary Read, and Bartholomew Roberts.

How did 'A General History of Pyrates' influence pirate folklore and
popular culture?
The book shaped the public's perception of pirates by portraying them as adventurous and charismatic
figures. It introduced many elements now associated with pirate lore, such as the Jolly Roger flag and
pirate codes, influencing literature, films, and media.

What type of content does 'A General History of Pyrates' include?
'A General History of Pyrates' includes detailed biographies of pirates, accounts of their voyages, battles,
methods of plundering, and descriptions of their personalities and fates.

Was 'A General History of Pyrates' considered historically accurate?
While it provides valuable historical insights, the book contains embellishments and fictionalized elements,
mixing fact with rumor and legend, which means it should be read critically as both history and literature.

How did 'A General History of Pyrates' contribute to the Golden Age of
Piracy narrative?
By documenting the exploits of pirates during the early 18th century, the book helped define and
immortalize the Golden Age of Piracy, making it a key source for historians and enthusiasts studying this
period.

What impact did 'A General History of Pyrates' have on 18th-century
readers?
The book captivated 18th-century readers with thrilling tales of danger and rebellion, satisfying public
curiosity about piracy and contributing to the era's fascination with maritime adventure.



Are there any modern editions or adaptations of 'A General History of
Pyrates'?
Yes, there are numerous modern reprints and annotated editions of the book. It has also inspired adaptations
in films, television series, and novels that explore pirate themes.

How does 'A General History of Pyrates' reflect the social and political
attitudes of its time?
The book reflects contemporary views on crime, morality, and authority, often portraying pirates both as
villains and anti-establishment heroes, revealing early 18th-century tensions regarding law, order, and
rebellion.

Additional Resources
**A General History of Pyrates: Tracing the Evolution of Maritime Outlaws**

a general history of pyrates reveals a complex and often romanticized narrative that spans centuries and
continents. From ancient seafarers who preyed on merchant vessels to the notorious pirates of the
Caribbean, the story of pyrates is rich with intrigue, violence, and economic impact. This article explores
the historical development of piracy, examining key periods, influential figures, and the socio-political
forces that shaped their existence. By understanding this history, we gain insight into the ways piracy
influenced global trade, naval warfare, and cultural perceptions of lawlessness on the high seas.

The Origins of Piracy: Early Maritime Banditry

Piracy, in its earliest form, can be traced back to antiquity. Ancient civilizations such as the Greeks,
Romans, and Phoenicians documented instances of seaborne raiders attacking coastal towns and merchant
ships. The Aegean Sea, Mediterranean trade routes, and the waters around the Arabian Peninsula were
hotbeds for these early pyrates. Often acting as opportunistic marauders rather than organized criminal
enterprises, these early pirates disrupted trade but also contributed to the evolution of naval defenses.

The term "pirate" itself derives from the Greek word *peirates*, meaning "one who attacks" or "brigand,"
which underscores piracy's longstanding association with violence and plunder. Early historical accounts
like those of Herodotus and Thucydides describe how piratical activity influenced political power struggles,
especially in regions dependent on maritime commerce.



Piracy in the Middle Ages: From Vikings to Mediterranean
Corsairs

During the medieval period, piracy took on new forms and became intertwined with the political and
economic conditions of the time. The Vikings, often cited as some of the most feared maritime raiders, were
notorious for their swift and brutal attacks on European coastal settlements between the 8th and 11th
centuries. Their expertise in shipbuilding and navigation enabled them to extend their reach from the
North Atlantic to the Mediterranean.

Simultaneously, Mediterranean piracy flourished, with Muslim corsairs and Christian privateers vying for
control of lucrative trade routes. These corsairs operated under letters of marque, blurring the lines
between piracy and sanctioned naval warfare. This era laid the groundwork for the complex interplay
between piracy, politics, and commerce that would define subsequent centuries.

The Golden Age of Piracy: The 17th and 18th Centuries

Arguably the most famous period in the general history of pyrates is the so-called Golden Age of Piracy,
spanning roughly from the 1650s to the 1730s. This era witnessed an explosion of pirate activity in the
Caribbean Sea, the eastern coast of North America, and the West African coast.

Several factors contributed to the rise of piracy during this time:

The expansion of European colonial empires: Increased maritime trade created abundant targets for
pirate attacks.

Post-war demobilization: Many sailors and privateers found themselves unemployed after conflicts
like the War of Spanish Succession, turning to piracy for livelihood.

Weak naval enforcement: Colonial governments often lacked the resources to effectively police vast
oceanic territories.

Notorious figures such as Blackbeard (Edward Teach), Bartholomew Roberts, and Anne Bonny became
legends, their exploits documented in contemporary newspapers and later romanticized in literature and
film. These pirates operated with relative autonomy but often adhered to codes of conduct aboard their
ships, which included democratic elements like voting on decisions and equitable division of loot.



Characteristics and Impact of Piratical Activities

Pirates were not merely criminals; they represented a distinct maritime culture with unique social
structures. Their ships were typically small and fast, designed for quick raids rather than prolonged
engagements. The use of intimidation tactics, such as flying the Jolly Roger flag, served as psychological
warfare to encourage surrender without conflict.

From an economic perspective, piracy disrupted trade but also forced improvements in naval technology
and convoy systems. Merchants and governments invested in better-armed ships and organized naval
patrols, which gradually suppressed pirate activity. However, in some cases, piracy indirectly stimulated
economic expansion by redistributing wealth and challenging monopolistic trade practices.

Legal Responses and the Decline of Traditional Piracy

Efforts to combat piracy intensified during the 18th century. The establishment of admiralty courts and
international treaties aimed to standardize anti-piracy measures. Prominent pirates were captured and
executed, with public hangings serving as deterrents.

The decline of the Golden Age of Piracy can be attributed to several factors:

Enhanced naval presence by European powers in pirate-infested waters.1.

Improved ship design and armament, reducing the vulnerability of merchant vessels.2.

Changing economic conditions, including the stabilization of colonial governments.3.

Increased legal penalties and international cooperation against piracy.4.

Despite this decline, piracy did not disappear entirely. Instead, it evolved and adapted to new
environments and technologies.

Modern Piracy: Continuity and Change

The general history of pyrates extends into the modern era, where piracy persists in different forms and
regions. Contemporary piracy largely focuses on hijacking commercial vessels for ransom, particularly in
hotspots like the Somali coast, the Strait of Malacca, and the Gulf of Guinea.



Unlike the romanticized pirates of the past, modern pyrates often operate with sophisticated networks,
utilizing speedboats, GPS technology, and heavy weaponry. However, like their historical counterparts,
they exploit maritime trade vulnerabilities and political instability.

International responses now include coordinated naval patrols, legal frameworks under the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), and private security measures aboard ships. While these
efforts have reduced incidents in some areas, piracy remains a significant threat to global shipping and
economic stability.

The Cultural Legacy of Pyrates

Beyond their direct impact on maritime commerce, pyrates have left a lasting imprint on popular culture.
From the swashbuckling tales of the 18th century to modern media portrayals, the image of the pirate has
evolved into a symbol of rebellion, freedom, and adventure. This cultural fascination often obscures the
harsher realities of piracy, including violence, slavery, and economic disruption.

Understanding the general history of pyrates requires balancing these mythic narratives with factual
analysis of their historical roles. Such an approach provides a nuanced view of piracy as both a criminal
enterprise and a social phenomenon shaped by broader historical forces.

---

As the seas continue to serve as arteries of global trade, the legacy of piracy persists, reminding us of the
challenges inherent in governing the world's oceans. From ancient raiders to modern-day hijackers, the
history of pyrates is a testament to human ingenuity, lawlessness, and the ongoing struggle for control over
maritime resources.
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it will not be amiss, by way of Introduction, to shew, by some Examples drawn from History, the
great Mischief and Danger which threaten Kingdoms and Commonwealths, from the Increase of
these sort of Robbers; when either by the Troubles of particular Times, or the Neglect of
Governments, they are not crush'd before they gather Strength.
  a general history of pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, Charles Johnson,
1724
  a general history of pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates: by Daniel Defoe Peacock
Books, Daniel Defoe, 2020-07-25 A General History of the Robberies and Murders of the most
notorious Pyrates is a 1724 book published in Britain containing biographies of contemporary
pirates, which was influential in shaping popular conceptions of pirates. Its author uses the name
Captain Charles Johnson, generally considered a pseudonym for one of London's writer-publishers.
The prime source for the biographies of many well-known pirates, the book gives an almost mythical
status to the more colourful characters, and it is likely that the author used considerable licence in
his accounts of pirate conversations. The book also contains the name of the pirate flag the Jolly
Roger and shows the skull and bones design.
  a general history of pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, Charles
Johnson, 2017-05-15 A General History of the Robberies and Murders of the most notorious Pyrates
is a 1724 book published in Britain containing biographies of contemporary pirates, which was
influential in shaping popular conceptions of pirates. Its author uses the name Captain Charles
Johnson, generally considered a pseudonym for one of London's writer-publishers. The prime source
for the biographies of many well known pirates, the book gives an almost mythical status to the more
colourful characters, and it is likely that the author used considerable licence in his accounts of
pirate conversations. The book also contains the name of the pirate flag the Jolly Roger, and shows
the skull and bones design.
  a general history of pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, 2021-08-08 A
General History of the Robberies and Murders of the most notorious Pyrates was first published in
1724 in Britain, under the pseudonym of Captain Charles Johnson. Giving an almost mythical status
to the characters, this book had been influential in shaping popular conceptions of pirates.
  a general history of pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, 2016-01-01 A
General History of the Pyrates From Their First Rise and Settlement in the Island of Providence, To
the Present Time By Daniel Defoe With the remarkable Actions and Adventures of the two Female
Pyrates - Mary Read and Anne Bonny; A General History of the Robberies and Murders of the most
notorious Pyrates is a 1724 book published in Britain containing biographies of contemporary
pirates, which was influential in shaping popular conceptions of pirates. It is the prime source for
the biographies of many well known pirates. Its author uses the name Captain Charles Johnson,
generally considered a pseudonym. As the Pyrates in the West-Indies have been so formidable and
numerous, that they have interrupted the Trade of Europe into those Parts; and our English
Merchants, in particular, have suffered more by their Depredations, than by the united Force of
France and Spain, in the late War: We do not doubt but the World will be curious to know the
Original and Progress of these Desperadoes, who were the Terror of the trading Part of the World.
But before we enter upon their particular History, it will not be amiss, by way of Introduction, to
shew, by some Examples drawn from History, the great Mischief and Danger which threaten
Kingdoms and Commonwealths, from the Increase of these sort of Robbers; when either by the
Troubles of particular Times, or the Neglect of Governments, they are not crush'd before they gather
Strength. It has been the Case heretofore, that when a single Pyrate has been suffered to range the
Seas, as not being worth the Notice of a Government, he has by Degrees grown so powerful, as to
put them to the Expence of a great deal of Blood and Treasure, before he was suppress'd. We shall
not examine how it came to pass, that our Pyrates in the West-Indies have continually increased till
of late; this is an Enquiry which belongs to the Legislature, or Representatives of the People in
Parliament, and to them we shall leave it. Our Business shall be briefly to shew, what from
Beginnings, as inconsiderable as these, other Nations have suffered.



  a general history of pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, 2019-10-06 I
presume we need make no Apology for giving the Name of a History to the following Sheets, though
they contain nothing but the Actions of a Parcel of Robbers. (From the book)This work was published
in 1724, under the pseudonym Captain Charles Johnson, by an unknown British author, usually
assumed to be Daniel Defoe. This work is the prime source for the biographies of many well-known
pirates of that era and shaped the popular notions about pirates of the day. Included are Blackbeard,
Black Bart, Jolly Roger, Anne Bonny (aka Anne Bonn), Edward Teach, Henry Avery, Mary Read, and
many more.
  a general history of pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, 2017-01-06 A
General History of the Robberies and Murders of the most notorious Pyrates is a 1724 book
published in Britain containing biographies of contemporary pirates, which was influential in
shaping popular conceptions of pirates. Its author uses the name Captain Charles Johnson, generally
considered a pseudonym for one of London's writer-publishers. The prime source for the biographies
of many well known pirates, the book gives an almost mythical status to the more colourful
characters, and it is likely that the author used considerable licence in his accounts of pirate
conversations. The book also contains the name of the pirate flag the Jolly Roger, and shows the
skull and bones design.
  a general history of pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, 2021-03-29 A
General History of the Robberies and Murders of the most notorious Pyrates is a 1724 book
published in Britain containing biographies of contemporary pirates, which was influential in
shaping popular conceptions of pirates.
  a general history of pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, 2017-10-17 A
General History of the Robberies and Murders of the most notorious Pyrates is a 1724 book
published in Britain containing biographies of contemporary pirates, which was influential in
shaping popular conceptions of pirates. Its author uses the name Captain Charles Johnson, generally
considered a pseudonym for one of London's writer-publishers. The prime source for the biographies
of many well known pirates, the book gives an almost mythical status to the more colourful
characters, and it is likely that the author used considerable licence in his accounts of pirate
conversations. The book also contains the name of the pirate flag the Jolly Roger, and shows the
skull and bones design.
  a general history of pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, Charles
Johnson, 2017-04-23 A General History of the Pyrates From their first rise and settlement in the
island of Providence, to the present Time By Daniel Defoe and Captain Charles Johnson A General
History of the Robberies and Murders of the most notorious Pyrates is a 1724 book published in
Britain containing biographies of contemporary pirates, which was influential in shaping popular
conceptions of pirates. Its author uses the name Captain Charles Johnson, generally considered a
pseudonym for one of London's writer-publishers. The prime source for the biographies of many well
known pirates, the book gives an almost mythical status to the more colourful characters, and it is
likely that the author used considerable licence in his accounts of pirate conversations. First
appearing in Charles Rivington's shop in London, the book sold so well that by 1726 an enlarged
fourth edition had appeared. It pandered to the British public's taste for the exotic; revelling in
graphic stories on the high seas. English naval historian David Cordingly writes: it has been said,
and there seems no reason to question this, that Captain Johnson created the modern conception of
pirates.
  a general history of pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, Charles
Johnson, 2017-10 A General History of the Robberies and Murders of the most notorious Pyrates is a
1724 book published in Britain containing biographies of contemporary pirates, which was
influential in shaping popular conceptions of pirates. Its author uses the name Captain Charles
Johnson, generally considered a pseudonym for one of London's writer-publishers. The prime source
for the biographies of many well known pirates, the book gives an almost mythical status to the more
colourful characters, and it is likely that the author used considerable licence in his accounts of



pirate conversations. The book also contains the name of the pirate flag the Jolly Roger, and shows
the skull and bones design.
  a general history of pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates (Annotated) Daniel Defoe,
2020-09-13 Differentiated book- It has a historical context with research of the time-This book
contains a historical context, where past events or the study and narration of these events are
examined. The historical context refers to the circumstances and incidents surrounding an event.
This context is formed by everything that, in some way, influences the event when it happens. A fact
is always tied to its time: that is, to its time. Therefore, when analyzing events that took place tens,
hundreds or thousands of years ago, it is essential to know the historical context to understand
them. Otherwise, we would be analyzing and judging what happened in a totally different era with a
current perspective.A general history of the most notorious robberies and murders of the Pyrates is
a 1724 book published in Great Britain containing biographies of contemporary pirates, which
influenced the shaping of popular pirate conceptions. Its author uses the name Captain Charles
Johnson, generally considered a pseudonym for one of London's writers and publishers. The primary
source for the biographies of many well-known pirates, the book grants quasi-mythical status to the
most colorful characters, and the author has likely used considerable license in his accounts of
pirate conversations. The book also contains the name of the pirate flag Jolly Roger and shows the
design of the skull and bones.
  a general history of pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates: a General History of the
Robberies and Murders of the Most Notorious Pyrates Maisha Books, Daniel Defoe, 2019-05-22 A
General History of the Robberies and Murders of the most famous Pyrates is a 1724 book distributed
in Britain containing life stories of contemporary privateers, which was powerful in forming
mainstream originations of privateers.
  a general history of pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, 2023-09-18
Daniel Defoe's 'A General History of the Pyrates' is a compelling narrative that delves into the lives
and exploits of infamous pirates from the late 17th and early 18th centuries. Written in a direct and
engaging prose style, Defoe employs a mix of historiography and sensational storytelling, blending
factual accounts with anecdotal tales. The book presents a wealth of biographical sketches on
notable figures, such as Blackbeard and Captain Kidd, framing piracy within the broader
socio-economic contexts of colonialism and maritime law, thus eliciting both fascination and critical
reflection on the nature of freedom and lawlessness at sea. Daniel Defoe, an English writer
renowned for his pioneering contributions to the novel, had a tumultuous life that included
incarceration for political reasons and a diverse range of occupations'Äîexperiences that sensitized
him to themes of rebellion and individualism. His firsthand encounters with the vagaries of fortune
in a mercantile society might have inspired his fascination with the rogue lifestyles of pirates,
reflecting the tension between civic responsibility and the allure of freedom in his literary works.
Readers seeking a historical account infused with vivid storytelling will find 'A General History of the
Pyrates' an indispensable addition to any literary collection. Defoe's unique perspective not only
recounts thrilling tales of piracy but also invites readers to examine the complexities of morality and
authority through the adventures of those who claimed the ocean as their realm.
  a general history of pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, 2019-04-08 A
General History of the Robberies and Murders of the most notorious Pyrates is a 1724 book
published in Britain containing biographies of contemporary pirates, which was influential in
shaping popular conceptions of pirates. Its author uses the name Captain Charles Johnson, generally
considered a pseudonym for one of London's writer-publishers. The prime source for the biographies
of many well-known pirates, the book gives an almost mythical status to the more colourful
characters, and it is likely that the author used considerable licence in his accounts of pirate
conversations. The book also contains the name of the pirate flag the Jolly Roger and shows the skull
and bones design.First appearing in Charles Rivington's shop in London, the book sold so well that
by 1726 an enlarged fourth edition had appeared.[1] It pandered to the British public's taste for the
exotic; revelling in graphic stories on the high seas. English naval historian David Cordingly writes:



It has been said, and there seems no reason to question this, that Captain Johnson created the
modern conception of pirates.[3] Scottish novelists Robert Louis Stevenson (author of Treasure
Island) and J. M. Barrie (author of Peter Pan featuring Captain Hook) both identified Johnson's
General History of the Pyrates as one of their major influences, and Stevenson even borrowed one
character's name (Israel Hands) from a list of Blackbeard's crew which appeared in Johnson's book
  a general history of pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, 2019-10-10
Originally published (the first part) in 1724 with the signature of Captain Charles Johnson
pseudonym behind which it was hidden, as has been known long after, Robinson Crusoe author
Daniel Defoe, General history of pirates begins with the biographies of Seventeen notable English
pirates of the time (Avery, Mary Read, Blackbeard ...), accompanied by general considerations about
piracy, its dangers to nations, its causes and possible remedy. After this first part, dedicated to
piracy in the West, the second deals with the captains and crews that acted around Madagascar, the
African coast and the Indian Ocean. It goes back Defoe seven years ago to date the origin of its
General History to the year 1717, year in which King George I publishes the famous Edict for the
suppression of pirates, offering royal forgiveness to the captains and crews who abandoned their
criminal activities, and arbitrating force measures to end those who persisted in maritime banditry.
The adventures and persecutions lived by those men and women who challenged royal authority is
the central theme of this peculiar and fascinating story.
  a general history of pyrates: A General History of the Pyrates Daniel Defoe, 2021-04-15 a
general history of the pyrates From Daniel Defoe
  a general history of pyrates: Tropicopolitans Srinivas Aravamudan, 1999 Exposes new
relationships between literary representation and colonialism, focusing on the metaphorizing
colonialist discourse of imperial power in the tropics.
  a general history of pyrates: A General History of the Pirates Daniel Defoe, Charles
Johnson, 1925
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