the year of the hangman by gary blackwood

The Year of the Hangman by Gary Blackwood: A Riveting Dive into Alternate History

the year of the hangman by gary blackwood is a captivating historical novel that offers readers a
unique blend of adventure, suspense, and alternate history set during the American Revolutionary
War. This novel stands out not only for its imaginative premise but also for its rich character
development and vivid portrayal of 18th-century America under British rule. Whether you're a history
buff, a fan of historical fiction, or someone who enjoys a thrilling tale with complex moral questions,
this book offers something compelling and thought-provoking.

Exploring the Premise of The Year of the Hangman by
Gary Blackwood

At its core, The Year of the Hangman by Gary Blackwood presents an alternate reality where the
British have won the American Revolution. The story unfolds in 1777, two years after the pivotal
battles that, in actual history, led to American independence. Instead of freedom, the colonies are
ruled by the iron fist of the British Empire, and the protagonist finds himself caught in a world
dramatically different from the one we know.

This "what-if" scenario allows Blackwood to explore themes of loyalty, identity, and resistance in a
nuanced way. The alternate history genre, which reimagines historical events with different
outcomes, is a fascinating way to engage readers with history while challenging their perceptions of
how the past shapes the present.

An Engaging Plot Filled with Intrigue and Danger

The story centers on a young boy named Creighton Brown, the son of a British officer, who is sent to
America to live with his uncle, a notorious British hangman. Creighton’s journey exposes him to the
harsh realities of colonial America under British occupation. He is torn between his upbringing and the
growing sympathy he feels for the colonists' struggle.

Blackwood's storytelling hooks readers with moments of high tension, secret missions, and moral
dilemmas. The plot weaves historical events with fictional elements seamlessly, making the alternate
timeline believable and immersive.

Historical Accuracy and Creative Liberties

Gary Blackwood'’s background as a historical fiction author shines through in the detailed settings and
period-accurate depictions of daily life, military tactics, and political tensions. While the premise is
alternate history, the book is grounded in extensive research, which enriches the narrative.



How Blackwood Balances Fact and Fiction

One of the strengths of The Year of the Hangman by Gary Blackwood is its respect for historical
context. Readers familiar with the American Revolution will recognize key figures, battles, and cultural
aspects portrayed with authenticity. However, Blackwood takes creative liberties to imagine how
events and characters might have evolved if history had taken a different path.

This balance between fact and fiction helps readers learn about the era while engaging with an
exciting story. It also sparks curiosity, encouraging readers to delve deeper into actual historical
events and compare them with Blackwood’s reimagined world.

Characters That Bring the Alternate World to Life

A pivotal aspect of the novel’s appeal is its well-developed characters. Creighton Brown is a relatable
protagonist whose internal conflicts mirror the larger political struggles around him. His growth from a
somewhat naive boy into a young man grappling with complex loyalties adds emotional depth to the
story.

Supporting Characters and Their Roles

Beyond Creighton, the novel features a cast of memorable characters, including:

¢ Uncle Ebenezer - The feared British hangman whose grim profession symbolizes the
oppressive regime.

e Colonial rebels - Various freedom fighters who challenge British authority, adding tension and
representing the spirit of resistance.

« British officers and loyalists - Characters who embody the complexity of allegiance during
wartime.

These characters enrich the narrative, providing multiple perspectives and adding layers of intrigue
and moral ambiguity.

Why The Year of the Hangman by Gary Blackwood
Resonates Today

Even though this novel is set in the 18th century, its themes remain relevant. The story explores
ideas of freedom, justice, and personal responsibility, which resonate with contemporary readers. It
also prompts reflection on history’s impact on identity and how power dynamics shape societies.



Lessons and Takeaways for Modern Readers

Readers can gain valuable insights from the novel, such as:
e The complexity of history: History isn’'t black and white; it's shaped by countless
perspectives and choices.

e The importance of questioning authority: Creighton’s evolving views encourage readers to
think critically about power and governance.

* The courage to stand up for beliefs: The resistance movement portrayed highlights the
bravery required to fight for freedom.

These takeaways make The Year of the Hangman by Gary Blackwood not just an entertaining read but
also a meaningful exploration of timeless human struggles.

How The Year of the Hangman Fits into the Genre of
Historical Fiction

Historical fiction often blends real events and characters with storytelling to bring the past to life. The
Year of the Hangman by Gary Blackwood stands out by combining this tradition with an alternate
history twist, which adds freshness and unpredictability.

Comparisons to Other Works in Alternate History

Fans of alternate history might compare Blackwood’s novel to others like Philip K. Dick’s “The Man in
the High Castle,” which also examines a world where major wars ended differently. However,
Blackwood’s focus on youth and coming-of-age elements offers a unique angle within the genre.

Tips for Readers Approaching The Year of the Hangman
by Gary Blackwood

If you're considering diving into this novel, here are some tips to enhance your reading experience:
1. Familiarize Yourself with the American Revolution: A basic understanding of the historical
events and figures will deepen your appreciation of Blackwood'’s alternate timeline.

2. Pay Attention to Character Development: The relationships and personal growth in the
story carry much of its emotional weight.



3. Reflect on the Moral Questions: Consider how the characters’ choices relate to broader
themes of loyalty and freedom.

4. Use It as a Springboard for Further Reading: The book can inspire you to explore real
history and other alternate history works.

This approach ensures that readers not only enjoy the story but also engage thoughtfully with its
content.

The Writing Style of Gary Blackwood in The Year of the
Hangman

Blackwood’s writing is accessible yet richly descriptive, striking a balance that appeals to both young
adult and adult audiences. His prose vividly paints the settings and emotions without overwhelming
readers with jargon or excessive detail.

Engaging Narrative and Pacing

The narrative moves briskly, keeping readers hooked with cliffhangers, unexpected twists, and
moments of quiet reflection. Dialogue feels authentic to the period, helping immerse readers in the
18th-century world. This style makes the novel an excellent choice for readers looking for both
substance and entertainment.

In sum, The Year of the Hangman by Gary Blackwood offers a richly imagined alternate history
adventure that challenges readers to reconsider familiar events through a new lens. Its blend of
historical detail, compelling characters, and thought-provoking themes makes it a standout in the
realm of historical fiction. Whether you're new to the genre or a seasoned reader, this novel offers a
memorable journey into a world that might have been.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'The Year of the Hangman' by Gary
Blackwood?

‘The Year of the Hangman' is an alternate history novel set in a world where the American Revolution
failed. It follows a young protagonist, Creighton Brown, who navigates political intrigue and personal
loyalty during this turbulent time.

Who is the protagonist in 'The Year of the Hangman'?

The protagonist is Creighton Brown, a rebellious British teenager sent to America to live with his
uncle, where he becomes involved in the political conflict of the era.



What is the alternate history aspect in 'The Year of the
Hangman'?

The novel imagines a world where the American colonies did not win their independence from Britain,
leading to a very different political and social landscape in the late 18th century.

How does Gary Blackwood portray key historical figures in
'‘The Year of the Hangman'?

Blackwood includes reimagined versions of historical figures such as George Washington and
Benjamin Franklin, often depicting them in ways that reflect the alternate history setting.

What themes are explored in 'The Year of the Hangman'?

The novel explores themes of loyalty, freedom, identity, and the consequences of political power and
rebellion.

Is 'The Year of the Hangman' suitable for young readers?

Yes, the book is categorized as young adult historical fiction and is appropriate for middle and high
school readers interested in history and adventure.

Has 'The Year of the Hangman' received any awards or
recognition?

‘The Year of the Hangman' has been praised for its imaginative storytelling and historical detail,
making it a popular choice in young adult historical fiction circles, though it has not won major literary
awards.

Additional Resources

The Year of the Hangman by Gary Blackwood: A Historical Speculative Fiction Review

the year of the hangman by gary blackwood is a compelling work of alternate history that
reimagines the outcome of the American Revolution. Published in 2002, this novel explores a
dystopian scenario in which the British Empire successfully quashes the colonial rebellion, leading to a
drastically different geopolitical landscape. Gary Blackwood’s narrative combines elements of political
intrigue, espionage, and coming-of-age adventure to craft a thought-provoking tale that resonates
with readers interested in historical fiction and speculative storytelling.

In-depth Analysis of The Year of the Hangman by Gary
Blackwood

Set in 1777, the book plunges readers into an alternate reality where General George Washington has



been executed, and the British have imposed authoritarian rule over the former colonies. At the heart
of the story is Creighton Brown, a fifteen-year-old boy sent to America by his father, a British loyalist.
Creighton’s mission is to infiltrate the rebel underground and gather intelligence for the Crown.
However, as he navigates this fraught environment, Creighton’s loyalties and perceptions begin to
shift, reflecting the novel’'s thematic exploration of identity, allegiance, and moral ambiguity.

Blackwood’s use of alternate history serves not only as an engaging narrative device but also as a
means to examine the complexities of power and resistance. The depiction of a British-occupied
America challenges readers to consider the fragile nature of freedom and the cost of political
upheaval. The year of the hangman by gary blackwood stands out for its meticulous attention to
historical detail, despite its speculative premise, grounding the story in the realities of 18th-century
life, warfare, and societal norms.

Historical Context and Accuracy

One of the novel’s strengths lies in its accurate representation of the period’s social and political
climate. Blackwood incorporates authentic references to historical figures such as Benjamin Franklin
and King George Ill, weaving them seamlessly into the alternate narrative. The portrayal of British
military strategies and colonial resistance tactics reflects extensive research, providing readers with
an immersive experience.

Despite its fictional twist, the book educates readers about the American Revolution’s key events and
ideologies. This blend of fact and fiction makes the novel valuable not only as entertainment but also
as an educational tool for young readers and history enthusiasts alike. The year of the hangman by
gary blackwood thereby contributes to the genre of historical fiction that challenges conventional
narratives and encourages critical thinking about history.

Character Development and Narrative Style

Creighton Brown’s character arc is central to the novel’s emotional resonance. Initially depicted as a
loyal British subject, Creighton’s encounters with American rebels and his exposure to their cause
force him to confront his preconceived notions. This internal conflict is portrayed with nuance,
avoiding simplistic portrayals of good versus evil. Instead, Blackwood presents a layered exploration
of loyalty, betrayal, and personal growth.

The narrative style is accessible yet richly detailed, balancing fast-paced action with reflective
moments. Blackwood'’s prose is straightforward, making the novel suitable for a broad audience,
including middle-grade and young adult readers. The year of the hangman by gary blackwood utilizes
a third-person limited perspective, allowing readers to closely follow Creighton’s thoughts and
experiences while maintaining an objective overview of the unfolding events.

Comparative Perspectives: The Year of the Hangman
within Alternate History Literature



When compared to other works in the alternate history genre, such as Philip K. Dick’s "The Man in the
High Castle" or Harry Turtledove’s "Southern Victory" series, The Year of the Hangman offers a unique
focus on youth and moral development amidst political turmoil. While many alternate histories
emphasize large-scale military and political consequences, Blackwood’s novel zeroes in on personal
transformation and the gray areas of ideological conflict.

Furthermore, the novel’s setting during the American Revolution distinguishes it from the more
commonly explored World War Il or Civil War alternate histories. This choice provides fresh insight
into a pivotal moment in global history, inviting readers to reconsider the often romanticized narrative
of American independence. The year of the hangman by gary blackwood thus enriches the literary
landscape by offering a perspective that is both historically grounded and imaginatively speculative.

Pros and Cons of The Year of the Hangman by Gary Blackwood

¢ Pros:

[¢]

Engages readers with a unique alternate history scenario.

[¢]

Strong character development, particularly of the protagonist Creighton Brown.

o

Historical accuracy and detailed period setting enhance authenticity.
o Accessible writing style suitable for middle-grade and young adult audiences.

o Encourages critical thinking about history and political power.

e Cons:
o Some readers may find the pacing uneven, with slower exposition in parts.

o The complexity of historical context might be challenging for readers unfamiliar with the
American Revolution.

o Limited perspectives, primarily through Creighton, may narrow the scope of the broader
conflict.

The Year of the Hangman by Gary Blackwood: Themes
and Educational Value

The novel delves deeply into themes such as loyalty, freedom, identity, and the moral complexities of



war. By portraying a young protagonist caught between conflicting ideologies, Blackwood invites
readers to empathize with multiple sides of a historical conflict. This nuanced approach sets the book
apart from more black-and-white depictions of revolution and governance.

In educational settings, The Year of the Hangman by Gary Blackwood serves as an excellent
supplementary text for history curricula focusing on the American Revolution. Its speculative nature
stimulates discussions on how historical events could have unfolded differently, fostering analytical
skills and a deeper appreciation for the contingencies of history.

Moreover, the book’s exploration of espionage, propaganda, and political manipulation offers valuable
insights into the mechanics of power and resistance, topics that remain relevant in contemporary
discourse. Teachers and educators may find the novel a useful tool to engage students with historical
content through a narrative that is both entertaining and thought-provoking.

Impact and Reception

Since its release, The Year of the Hangman by Gary Blackwood has garnered praise for its originality
and educational potential. Critics have highlighted the novel’s capacity to blend thrilling storytelling
with historical reflection, making it appealing to a diverse readership. While some readers prefer more
traditional historical fiction, many appreciate the fresh perspective that the alternate history genre
provides.

The book’s reception in academic circles and among historical fiction enthusiasts underscores its
contribution to expanding the genre’s boundaries. By challenging the inevitability of historical
outcomes, Blackwood’s work encourages readers to question established narratives and consider the
multifaceted nature of history.

In conclusion, The Year of the Hangman by Gary Blackwood stands as a significant work within both
alternate history and historical fiction genres. Its combination of detailed period settings, compelling
character development, and speculative reimagining offers a rich reading experience that stimulates
intellectual curiosity and empathy. For those interested in exploring the “what ifs” of history, this
novel provides an engaging and thoughtful journey into a world where the American Revolution took a
very different turn.

The Year Of The Hangman By Gary Blackwood

Find other PDF articles:
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the year of the hangman by gary blackwood: Year of the Hangman Gary Blackwood,
2004-02-09 In 1776, the rebellion of the American colonies against British rule was crushed. Now, in
1777-the year of the hangman-George Washington is awaiting execution, Benjamin Franklin's
banned rebel newspaper, Liberty Tree, has gone underground, and young ne'er-do-well Creighton
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Brown, a fifteen-year-old Brit, has just arrived in the colonies. Having been shipped off against his
will, with nothing but a distance for English authorities, Creighton befriends Franklin, and lands a
job with his print shop. But the English general expects the spoiled yet loyal Creighton to spy on
Franklin. As battles unfold and falsehoods are exposed, Creighton must decide where his loyalties
lie...a choice that could determine the fate of a nation.

the year of the hangman by gary blackwood: Differentiation That Really Works Cheryll
M. Adams, Rebecca L. Pierce, 2021-09-03 Differentiating requires more than just a simple bag of
tricks. Teachers need to have concrete strategies if they want to provide choice and challenge for all
learners in their classroom. The strategies included in this book were chosen based on their ease of
implementation and modification. In addition, they all encourage student engagement, provide
inherent opportunities for differentiation, and are appropriate for multiple grade levels.
Differentiation That Really Works provides time-saving strategies and lesson ideas created and
field-tested by practicing professionals in their own heterogeneous classrooms. These lessons can be
used as written or can be modified to meet the needs of a particular classroom. The book also
provides templates that can be used to develop new lessons using each strategy. These strategies,
including exit cards, choice boards, cubing, graphic organizers, learning contracts, and tiered
lessons, help pave the way to a differentiated classroom that meets all students' needs! Grades 3-5

the year of the hangman by gary blackwood: Beyond the Textbook Carianne Bernadowski,
Patricia L. Kolencik, Robert Del Greco, 2013-01-03 This collection of standards-based lessons will
guide middle and high school teachers while teaching the nation's history in a user-friendly,
ready-made fashion. During a time of standards-based instruction, Beyond the Textbook: Using
Trade Books and Databases to Teach Our Nation's History, Grades 7-12 will fill the gap in today's
middle and high school classrooms to simultaneously engage students in effective literacy skill
exercises and teach our nation's history. Authored by three experienced former public school
teachers, these ready-made lesson plans for classroom teachers and school librarians make planning
easy for implementation in a social studies, history, or English classroom. The book covers topics
from Native Americans to the Louisiana Purchase, offering evidence-based reading strategies
throughout that can hold adolescents' attention and develop their vocabulary and comprehension.
Each chapter will include bibliographic information; suggested grade level; Information Literacy and
National Social Studies Standards; before, during, and after reading strategies; database integration
for classroom use; and suggested readalikes. Users will find the standards and evidenced-based
research perfectly applicable in today's classrooms.

the year of the hangman by gary blackwood: Some of My Best Friends are Books Judith
Wynn Halsted, 2009 Recommends books for gifted readers that provide insights and coping skills for
issues they may face from preschool through high school, featuring more than three hundred titles
with brief summaries, organized by reading levels; and includes an index arranged by theme.

the year of the hangman by gary blackwood: Bring History Alive! Kirk Ankeney, 2011-06-15

the year of the hangman by gary blackwood: Best Books for Young Adults Holly Koelling,
2007-08-13 Rev. ed. of: Best books for young adults / Betty Carter, with Sally Estes and Linda
Waddle. 2nd ed. c2000.

the year of the hangman by gary blackwood: Common Core Curriculum: English, Grades
6-8 Great Minds, 2014-05-06 Common Core's English resources empower educators to meet the
expectations of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for English Language Arts (ELA) and
build essential content knowledge for students in grades 6-8. Each grade in The Wheatley Portfolio
features a comprehensive, coherent sequence of thematic units that engage students in deep study
of worthwhile texts and topics. Features of this book include: Six thematic units for each grade, each
centered on a curated collection of literary and informational texts Focus standards for each unit
that complement the topic and promote student mastery of essential literacy skills Suggested texts
and activities to incorporate science, art, and history into English instruction This revised second
edition includes a sample text study that guides students through a close read of an exemplary text,
updated web resources, and refreshed suggested works. Educators who create their curriculum




based on Common Core's Wheatley Portfolioguarantee that students are exposed to content-rich
instruction and have ample opportunity to master the reading, writing, speaking, listening, and
language skills articulated in the CCSS for ELA.

the year of the hangman by gary blackwood: Garner's Modern English Usage Bryan
Garner, 2016-03-11 A cornerstore of Oxford's language reference list, Garner's Modern English
Usage now includes revisions to more than 2,000 entries to reflect the nuances of English usage not
only in the United States, but in Australia and New Zealand, the United Kingdom, Canada, and
South Africa.

the year of the hangman by gary blackwood: Experiencing America’s Story through Fiction
Hilary Susan Crew, 2014-07-11 Historical fiction helps young adults imagine the past through the
lives and relationships of its protagonists, putting them at the center of fascinating times and
places--and the new Common Core Standards allow for use of novels alongside textbooks for
teaching history. Perfect for classroom use and YA readers’ advisory, Crew’s book highlights more
than 150 titles of historical fiction published since 2000 that are appropriate for seventh to twelfth
graders. Choosing award-winners as well as novels which have been well-reviewed in Booklist, The
Horn Book,Multicultural Review, History Teach, Journal of American History, and other periodicals,
this resource assists librarians and educators bySpotlighting novels with a multiplicity of voices from
different cultures, races, and ethnicitiesFeaturing both YA novels and novels written for adults that
are appropriate for teensOffering thorough annotations, with an examination of each novel’s
historical contentProviding discussion questions and online resources for classroom use that
encourage students to think critically about the book and compare ideas and events in the story to
actual historyThis book will help teachers of history as well as school and public librarians who work
with youth to promote a more inclusive understanding of America’s story through historical fiction.

the year of the hangman by gary blackwood: Banned Books for Kids American Library
Association (ALA), 2023-09-18 From the American Library Association comes an expansive guide to
teaching banned books to children at home or in the classroom, with a forward by renowned
children's author Judy Blume. Books matter. In our polarized environment, the censorship and
outright banning of children's books remains a major concern for libraries. The American Library
Association, an intellectual freedom champion, has created this illuminating and expansive guide for
book lovers who hope to teach children the importance of banned literature. With a focus on modern
books that have been banned, along with classic literature that continues to be under attack for
political or religious reasons, Teaching Banned Books to Kids will educate adults and children about
the importance of books. With useful tools and techniques, caregivers and educators will find the
best ways to talk about banned books to children.

the year of the hangman by gary blackwood: Booklist’s 1000 Best Young Adult Books
since 2000 Gillian Engberg, Ian Chipman, 2014-05-15 With the explosion in YA publishing, it’s
harder than ever to separate good books from the rest. Booklistmagazine’s editors’ deep and broad
knowledge of the landscape offers indispensable guidance, and here they bring together the very
best of the best books for young adults published since the start of the 21st century. Drawing on the
careful judgment of expert YA librarians, this book Includes a foreword by best-selling YA lit
authority Michael Cart, who demonstrates how we have entered a new golden age of books for
young adults Collects reviews which showcase the most stimulating contemporary YA titles Features
an essay in each section, grouped by genre, presenting an overview and examining relevant trends
Indexes selections by author, title, and genre for handy reference The thoughtful professional review
coverage for which ALA’s Booklist is known makes this volume an ideal tool for YA readers’ advisory
and collection development.

the year of the hangman by gary blackwood: 101 Great, Ready-to-Use Book Lists for
Teens Nancy J. Keane, 2012-03-14 Building on the author's work in The Big Book of Teen Reading
Lists, this book provides 101 new and revised reading lists created in consultation with teachers and
public librarians—an invaluable resource for any educator who plans activities for children that
involve using literature. Nancy J. Keane is the author of the award-winning website



Booktalks—Quick and Simple (nancykeane.com/booktalks), as well as the creator of the open
collaboration wiki ATN Book Lists. With her latest book, 101 Great, Ready-to-Use Book Lists for
Teens, she provides another indispensable resource for librarians and teachers. The lists in this book
are the result of careful consultation with teachers and public librarians, and from discussions on
professional email lists. These indispensable lists can be utilized in many ways—for example, as
handouts to teachers as suggested reading, to create book displays, or as display posters in the
library. This collection will facilitate the creation of valuable reading lists to support the extended
reading demands of today's teens.

the year of the hangman by gary blackwood: 13 Colonies! 13 Years! Mary Wheeler, Jill
Terlep, 2006-09-30 Students revisit the American Revolution through guided practice activities,
complete lesson plans, reproducible worksheets, poems, songs, and an educational play packaged
into this unique teacher resource book. This title integrates creative arts, innovative activities, and
original music. The content is selected to coordinate with National Standards for History, Standards
for Grades K-4 and National Standards for United States History, Standards for Grades 5-12. Two
other important components of the book are a musical play and a pantomime. While entertaining
students, it develops varied educational concepts and expands critical thinking skills. Students may:
Stage the musical for an audience; act it out in class; or read it silently. All lyrics can be used as
songs or read as poetry. Everything is reproducible. Complete musical scores as well as the
complete script of the play is included and ready for use in student productions.

the year of the hangman by gary blackwood: Booktalks and Beyond Lucy Schall, 2007-05-30
Promote today's best and most popular YA books with help from this practical guide. Focusing on
titles published after 2000, Schall provides you with background information, ready-to-use (or adapt)
booktalks, read-aloud selections, learning activities, and related reads for approximately 100 fiction
and nonfiction books with broad teen appeal. Organized by genres and themes, it has something for
every teen reader. Whether you are a public or school librarian, teacher, or teen group leader, you'll
find this collection helpful in motivating teens to read, building their appreciation of books, and in
extending learning opportunities beyond the reading experience. Grades 6-12.

the year of the hangman by gary blackwood: Character Builders Liz Knowles, Martha
Smith, 2006-07-30 This book by well-known authors Liz Knowles and Martha Smith (Boys and
Literacy, Reading Rules!, etc.) fills the need for a K-12 resource for teachers and librarians
searching for materials and activity ideas for character education at all grade levels. It consists of 12
chapters—one on each virtue: empathy, respect, courage, humor, responsibility, perseverance,
loyalty, honesty, cooperation, tolerance, citizenship, and forgiveness. Each chapter has a listing of
related virtues, a definition, several useful famous quotes, listings of people and organizations who
have demonstrated the virtue, related topics for further curricular exploration and discussion
questions. There is also a complete listing of annotated titles divided into five sections: picture
books, primary (gr. 1-3), intermediate (gr. 3-5), middle school (gr. 5-8) and young adult (gr. 8-12).
This book by well-known authors Liz Knowles and Martha Smith (Boys and Literacy, Reading Rules!,
etc.) fills the need for a K-12 resource for teachers and librarians searching for materials and
activity ideas at all grade levels. It consists of 12 chapters—one on each virtue: empathy, respect,
courage, humor, responsibility, perseverance, loyalty, honesty, cooperation, tolerance, citizenship,
and forgiveness. Each chapter has a listing of related virtues, a definition, several useful famous
quotes, listings of people and organizations who have demonstrated the virtue, related topics for
further curricular exploration and discussion questions. There is also a complete listing of annotated
titles divided into five sections: picture books, primary (gr. 1-3), intermediate (gr. 3-5), middle school
(gr. 5-8) and young adult (gr. 8-12). In addition, Knowles and Smith offer lists of other good
professional books and Web sites to consult in building your school's character education program. A
unique feature of this book is a section in each chapter called, in action in which the authors offer
ideas to share with students such as Empathy in action: Be polite in the cafeteria, Be kind and
helpful to those with mental and physical challenges, Share your supplies with those who have none.
Grades K-12.



the year of the hangman by gary blackwood: Common Core Curriculum Maps in English
Language Arts Great Minds, 2011-10-13 The first books to present specific guidance for teaching
the Common Core State Standards Forty-three states plus D.C and the U.S. Virgin Islands have
signed on to adopt the Common Core State Standards (CCSS). The need for curriculum guides to
assist teachers in helping students meet these standards has become imperative. Created by
teachers, for teachers, the research-based curriculum maps in this book present a comprehensive,
coherent sequence of thematic units for teaching the skills outlined in the CCSS for English
language arts in Grades 6-8. Each grade is broken down into six units that include focus standards,
suggested works, sample activities and assessments, lesson plans, etc. Teachers can use the maps to
plan their year and craft their own more detailed lesson plans The maps address every standard in
the CCSS, yet are flexible and adaptable to accommodate diverse teaching styles Any teacher,
school, or district that chooses to follow the Common Core maps can be confident that they are
adhering to the standards.

the year of the hangman by gary blackwood: School Library Journal , 2006

the year of the hangman by gary blackwood: Using Young Adult Literature in the English
Classroom John H. Bushman, Kay Parks Haas, 2006 This practical methods book provides future
middle and high school English teachers with the direction they'll need to choose adolescent
literature and to develop ideas for teaching it. Using a highly effective conversational tone, the book
provides the latest information about young adult literature in a short, concisely written,
classroom-oriented format. The authors show the busy English teacher how to accomplish four
important teaching goals including life-long reading, reader response, teaching the classics, and
reaching a diverse student population. NEW! Expanded section on Organizing Literature (Chapter
6)-Provides literature suggestions to incorporate its use in content area courses. NEW! Updated
chapters on Diversity and Media in Young Adult Literature (Chapters 8 and 9)-Provides readers with
information about the most current young adult literature and contains ready-made media activities
that can be taken directly into the classroom. NEW! Three appendices designed to make the text as
useful and accessible as possible-Provides general teaching information and supplements the young
adult literature information given in the text. NEW! Statements from young adult authors-Designed
to provide additional information and insight into reading and writing, so that readers can better
understand the importance of young adult literature from the point of view of various authors.

the year of the hangman by gary blackwood: Junior High School Library Catalog , 2003

the year of the hangman by gary blackwood: Perplexing People Gary L. Blackwood, 2006
Describes various famous pretenders in history, including those individuals who claimed to be Joan
of Arc, Anastasia, the French Dauphin who would have been King Louis XVII, and the outlaw Billy
the Kid.
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