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The Origins of the Spanish Language: Where Did the Language Spanish Come From?

where did the language spanish come from is a question that fascinates many
language enthusiasts, historians, and curious minds alike. Spanish, known as Espanol or
Castellano in its native form, is one of the most widely spoken languages in the world
today, boasting over 500 million speakers globally. But how did this beautiful and vibrant
language come to be? Tracing its roots takes us on a journey through ancient civilizations,
conquests, and cultural blendings that shaped Spanish into the language it is today.

The Roots of Spanish: From Latin to Romance
Language

To understand where did the language Spanish come from, we first need to look back to
its earliest origins. Spanish is part of the Romance language family, which includes
French, Italian, Portuguese, and Romanian. All these languages evolved from Latin, the
language spoken by the Romans.

Latin: The Foundation of Spanish

Latin was the lingua franca of the Roman Empire, which expanded across much of Europe,
including the Iberian Peninsula (modern-day Spain and Portugal). When Roman legions
arrived in the Iberian Peninsula around the 3rd century BCE, they brought Vulgar Latin
with them—the everyday spoken variant of Classical Latin used by soldiers, settlers, and
common people.

Over centuries, as the Roman Empire declined and fragmented, the Vulgar Latin spoken in
isolated communities began to transform. Local dialects developed unique characteristics
depending on geography, interaction with other cultures, and evolving social conditions.
This linguistic evolution laid the groundwork for the emergence of the early Romance
languages, including the precursor to Spanish.

The Iberian Peninsula’s Influence on the Spanish
Language

The Iberian Peninsula has a rich and complex history that deeply influenced the formation
of the Spanish language.



Pre-Roman Languages and Their Legacy

Before Latin took hold, the Iberian Peninsula was home to several ancient peoples who
spoke their own languages, such as Celtiberian, Iberian, and Basque. While Basque
remains a living language today, the others have disappeared. Some words and place
names from these pre-Roman languages were absorbed into early Spanish, contributing to
its unique vocabulary.

The Impact of Visigothic and Other Germanic Tribes

After the fall of the Roman Empire in the 5th century CE, Germanic tribes like the
Visigoths took control of the region. Although the Visigoths adopted Latin as their primary
language, their Germanic tongues influenced Spanish vocabulary, especially in terms
related to warfare, governance, and daily life.

The Moorish Influence: Arabic’s Role in Shaping
Spanish

One of the most significant influences on Spanish came from the Moors, Muslim
conquerors from North Africa who ruled large parts of the Iberian Peninsula from 711 to
1492. During this period, Arabic became a dominant cultural and scientific language in the
region. As a result, thousands of Arabic words entered Spanish, particularly in areas like
science, mathematics, agriculture, architecture, and everyday objects.

Examples of common Spanish words with Arabic origins include "azucar" (sugar), "aceite"
(oil), "alcalde" (mayor), and "jarabe" (syrup). This Moorish influence enriched the Spanish
language and set it apart from other Romance languages.

The Birth of Castilian Spanish: The Language of a
Kingdom

The Rise of the Kingdom of Castile

The Spanish we know today is often called Castilian (Castellano) because it originated in
the Kingdom of Castile during the Middle Ages. Castile was a Christian kingdom in
northern Spain that gradually expanded southward during the Reconquista—the centuries-
long effort to reclaim Iberian territories from Moorish control.

As Castile grew in power, so did its language. Castilian became the administrative and
cultural language of the kingdom. Its use was further solidified when King Alfonso X of
Castile, known as Alfonso the Wise, promoted Castilian for official documents and



literature in the 13th century.

The Standardization of Spanish

The efforts of King Alfonso X laid the groundwork for standardizing the language. Later,
the publication of Antonio de Nebrija’s "Gramatica de la lengua castellana" in 1492
marked a pivotal moment. It was the first grammar book dedicated to a modern European
language and provided rules for spelling and grammar, helping unify the way Spanish was
written and spoken.

Spanish Expands Beyond Europe: The Language
Spreads Worldwide

The Age of Exploration and Spanish Colonization

The year 1492 was remarkable not only for the completion of the Reconquista but also for
Christopher Columbus’s voyage to the Americas under the Spanish crown. With
colonization came the spread of the Spanish language across the New World.

Spanish explorers, missionaries, and settlers established the language in vast territories
throughout the Americas, including present-day Mexico, much of Central and South
America, and parts of the Caribbean. This expansion transformed Spanish from a regional
European language into a global lingua franca.

Regional Variations and Indigenous Influences

As Spanish mingled with indigenous languages in the Americas, it absorbed new
vocabulary and developed distinct regional dialects. For instance, words like "chocolate,"
"tomate," and "canoa" come from Nahuatl, the language of the Aztecs.

Today, Spanish boasts diverse accents, idiomatic expressions, and even grammatical
differences across countries, reflecting its rich history of adaptation and cultural
exchange.

Why Knowing the Origins of Spanish Matters

Understanding where did the language Spanish come from offers more than just historical
trivia—it provides insight into the cultural and social forces that shaped one of the world's
most influential languages. For language learners, knowing these origins can deepen
appreciation for Spanish vocabulary and grammar.



For example, recognizing the Latin roots found in many Spanish words can help learners
draw connections with other Romance languages like Italian or French. Similarly,
awareness of Arabic or indigenous influences can make certain words and expressions
more memorable.

Tips for Language Learners Inspired by Spanish’s
History

e Explore Latin Roots: Many Spanish words derive directly from Latin. Studying
Latin prefixes and suffixes can improve vocabulary comprehension.

e Learn Regional Differences: Spanish varies widely across countries. Embrace
these differences to better understand cultural contexts.

e Appreciate Borrowed Words: Noticing Arabic or indigenous terms enriches your
knowledge of the language’s diversity.

e Use Historical Context: Understanding when and why certain words entered
Spanish can aid in remembering their meanings.

Spanish’s journey from ancient Latin in the Roman Empire to a global language spoken by
millions today is a testament to its adaptability and resilience. Each era—Roman,
Visigothic, Moorish, Castilian, and colonial—left an indelible mark on the language,
making it a living record of centuries of human history and cultural fusion.

So next time you speak Spanish or hear it spoken, remember that you’'re participating in a

linguistic story that began thousands of years ago on the Iberian Peninsula and continues
to evolve with every conversation around the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where did the Spanish language originate?

The Spanish language originated in the Iberian Peninsula, primarily in what is now
modern-day Spain.

What ancient language is Spanish derived from?

Spanish is derived from Latin, specifically Vulgar Latin spoken by the Romans.

How did Latin influence the development of Spanish?

Latin was introduced to the Iberian Peninsula by the Romans, and over time, the Vulgar



Latin spoken by common people evolved into the various Romance languages, including
Spanish.

What role did the Roman Empire play in the creation of
Spanish?

The Roman Empire's conquest of the Iberian Peninsula spread Latin language and culture,
laying the foundation for Spanish to develop.

Did any other languages influence the Spanish
language?

Yes, Spanish was influenced by several languages, including the Visigothic language,
Arabic during the Moorish occupation, and indigenous languages of the Americas after
colonization.

When did Spanish become a distinct language from
Latin?

Spanish began to emerge as a distinct language around the 9th century AD, evolving from
Vulgar Latin and local dialects.

Why is Spanish considered a Romance language?

Spanish is classified as a Romance language because it evolved from Latin, the language
of the Roman Empire.

How did Spanish spread beyond Spain?

Spanish spread beyond Spain primarily through exploration, colonization, and conquest by
the Spanish Empire in the Americas, Africa, and parts of Asia starting in the late 15th
century.

Additional Resources

**Tracing the Origins: Where Did the Language Spanish Come From?**

where did the language spanish come from is a question that invites a journey
through time, culture, and linguistic evolution. Spanish, known as Espanol or Castellano,
is one of the world’s most widely spoken languages. But its roots extend far beyond the
modern nations where it is predominantly used today. Understanding where Spanish
originated involves exploring ancient linguistic influences, historical conquests, and
cultural exchanges that shaped its development over centuries.



The Historical Origins of Spanish

Spanish is a Romance language, which means it evolved from Latin, the language spoken
by the Romans. The Roman Empire’s expansion across the Iberian Peninsula introduced
Vulgar Latin to the region around the 3rd century BCE. This colloquial form of Latin,
distinct from Classical Latin in its simplicity and widespread use among common people
and soldiers, laid the foundation for the languages that would eventually evolve into
modern Spanish.

The Iberian Peninsula Before Spanish

Before the Roman conquest, the Iberian Peninsula was a mosaic of diverse peoples and
languages. Indigenous groups like the Iberians, Celts, and Tartessians spoke various pre-
Roman languages. Additionally, the Phoenicians and Greeks established colonies and
trading posts, contributing elements to the linguistic tapestry of the region. However,
these pre-Latin languages gradually faded as Latin gained dominance due to Roman
political and cultural influence.

Latin and Its Transformation

The Vulgar Latin introduced in Iberia did not remain static. Over several centuries, as the
Roman Empire declined, regional variations in pronunciation, vocabulary, and grammar
emerged. This process of linguistic divergence was accelerated by the geographic isolation
of communities and the influence of other languages, including local Iberian tongues and
later, Germanic and Arabic languages.

As Latin evolved in the northern part of the peninsula, the dialect that would become
Castilian—later known as Spanish—began to take shape. Castilian originated in the
Kingdom of Castile during the early Middle Ages and gradually spread southward during
the Reconquista, a centuries-long series of campaigns by Christian kingdoms to reclaim
territory from Muslim rule.

Key Influences on the Development of Spanish

Visigothic and Germanic Contributions

Following the fall of the Western Roman Empire, the Visigoths, a Germanic tribe,
established a kingdom in the Iberian Peninsula. While the Visigoths adopted Latin for
official and cultural use, their language left subtle imprints on Spanish vocabulary and
phonetics. For example, several Spanish words related to warfare and governance have
Visigothic origins.



The Impact of Arabic During Al-Andalus

One of the most significant influences on Spanish came from Arabic during the period of
Muslim rule in much of the Iberian Peninsula, known as Al-Andalus (711-1492 CE). Over
700 years of coexistence and cultural interchange led to the integration of thousands of
Arabic words into Spanish. These loanwords are especially prevalent in fields such as
science, mathematics, agriculture, architecture, and everyday objects.

Examples of Arabic-derived Spanish words include “azdcar” (sugar), “aceite” (oil),
“alcalde” (mayor), and “jarabe” (syrup). The presence of the Arabic article “al-” in many
Spanish words is a clear linguistic marker of this influence.

The Role of the Reconquista and Castilian Expansion

As Christian kingdoms reconquered the peninsula, Castilian became the dominant
language in political and cultural life. The unification of Spain under the Catholic
Monarchs, Ferdinand and Isabella, in the late 15th century further solidified Castilian’s
status as the language of administration and literature. The publication of Antonio de
Nebrija’s *Gramatica de la lengua castellana* in 1492, the first grammar of a modern
European language, marked a turning point in standardizing Spanish.

The Spread of Spanish Beyond Iberia

The year 1492 is not only significant for Spanish unification but also for the beginning of
Spain’s global empire. The voyages of Christopher Columbus and subsequent Spanish
colonization introduced Spanish to the Americas, making it a lingua franca across vast
territories.

Colonial Influence and Language Evolution

In the New World, Spanish encountered indigenous languages, resulting in further
linguistic hybridization. While Spanish remained the dominant language, it absorbed
native words related to flora, fauna, and cultural practices unique to the Americas. For
example, words like “chocolate,” “tomate,” and “canoa” have indigenous origins but are
now integral to global Spanish vocabulary.

Modern Variations of Spanish

Today, Spanish displays significant regional variation, with dialects and accents differing
between Spain, Latin America, and other Spanish-speaking communities worldwide. These
variations reflect the historical influences, geographic separation, and cultural diversity
embedded in the language’s evolution.



Comparing Spanish with Other Romance
Languages

Spanish shares a common ancestry with other Romance languages such as French, Italian,
Portuguese, and Romanian. While all evolved from Latin, Spanish’s unique path was
shaped by specific historical events, especially the Arabic presence and the Reconquista.

e Portuguese: Shares many similarities with Spanish, especially in vocabulary and
grammar, but they evolved in parallel within the Iberian Peninsula.

e French: Developed primarily from Latin spoken in Gaul, with substantial Celtic and
Frankish influence, distinct from Iberian Latin.

e Italian: Closest to Classical Latin in many respects, Italian’s evolution was more
localized within the Italian peninsula.

e Romanian: Evolved from Latin in Eastern Europe, heavily influenced by Slavic and
other local languages.

These differences underscore how geographic, political, and cultural factors shaped the
trajectory of each Romance language, including Spanish.

The Linguistic Features That Define Spanish

Understanding where Spanish comes from also involves recognizing the features that
distinguish it from its Latin roots and sister Romance languages:
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1. Phonetics: Spanish features the distinctive “n” sound, derived from a Latin double

“« ”

nn.

2. Grammar: The use of the subjunctive mood is pervasive, reflecting Latin’s complex
verb system.

3. Vocabulary: A rich blend of Latin, Arabic, Germanic, and indigenous American
terms.

4. Syntactic Structure: Generally follows a Subject-Verb-Object order, but with
flexibility for emphasis and style.

These elements contribute to Spanish’s identity and its adaptability as a global language.



Why Understanding the Origins of Spanish
Matters

Exploring where Spanish came from goes beyond academic curiosity. It provides insight
into the cultural history of Spain and Latin America, helps learners appreciate the
language’s depth, and informs linguistic preservation and education policies. Moreover,
recognizing the multicultural and multilingual forces that shaped Spanish fosters greater
appreciation for its role in global communication and cultural exchange.

As Spanish continues to grow in importance worldwide, tracing its origins reveals a

language shaped by conquest and coexistence, adaptation and innovation—a testament to
the complex history of human interaction on the Iberian Peninsula and beyond.
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where did the language spanish come from: The Acquisition of Spanish as a Second
Language Kimberly L. Geeslin, Avizia Y. Long, Megan Solon, 2021-04-22 This volume offers an
introduction to the field of second language acquisition with a particular focus on second language
Spanish. It connects key issues in the acquisition of Spanish as a second language to theoretical and
empirical issues in the field of second language acquisition more generally by exemplifying central
concepts in second language acquisition through the exploration of the most widely researched
structures and most recent developments in the field of second language Spanish. It is written for a
non-specialist audience, making it suitable for advanced undergraduate and graduate courses and
readers, while its treatment of recent empirical developments also makes it of interest to
researchers in second language Spanish as well as allied fields.

where did the language spanish come from: Introduction to Spanish/English Linguistics
Dee L. Eldredge, Liesder Mayea, 2016-01-08 This textbook is for three groups of people involved
with Spanish: first, for the students enrolled in Spanish/English linguistics courses; second, for
college and university librarians; and third, for every Spanish language teacher/professor. We
suggest that those who have courses of this type consider this book as a text for those classes. For
those that do not have them, we recommend that you offer them and use this book. We also believe
that it would also be an ideal book for libraries in which people interested in the topic can go to find
out information, since there are no available texts as comprehensive as this one. It is also a book
that all Spanish teachers/professors should have on their desks and shelves for reference purposes,
being that it contains a lot of information about linguistics and grammar.

where did the language spanish come from: Exploring the Spanish Language Christopher
Pountain, 2014-02-24 Spanish is, with English, one of the most widely spoken languages in the
world. It is as a result also one of the most complex and fascinating, with its many geographical and
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social varieties. This book offers an introduction to the structures and varieties of Spanish, covering
all the major levels of linguistic forecasting; considerable attention is also paid to Judeo-Spanish and
creoles. No previous knowledge of linguistics is assumed and a glossary of technical terms, in
conjunction with exercises and activities, helps to reinforce key points. The book is written
specifically with English-speaking learners of Spanish in mind, and readers will find a good deal of
practical help in developing skills such as pronunciation and the appropriate use of register.

where did the language spanish come from: A Portrait of the Young in the New
Multilingual Spain Carmen Pérez Vidal, Maria Juan-Garau, 2008 This book examines the main
issues in bilingual and multilingual language acquisition through children and youngsters growing
up in todays multicultural Spain, where four official languages and other new languages are used.
The studies cover phonetics, g

where did the language spanish come from: The Handbook of Spanish Second Language
Acquisition Kimberly L. Geeslin, 2018-08-14 Bringing together a comprehensive collection of
newly-commissioned articles, this Handbook covers the most recent developments across a range of
sub-fields relevant to the study of second language Spanish. Provides a unique and much-needed
collection of new research in this subject, compiled and written by experts in the field Offers a
critical account of the most current, ground-breaking developments across key fields, each of which
has seen innovative empirical research in the past decade Covers a broad range of issues including
current theoretical approaches, alongside a variety of entries within such areas as the sound system,
morphosyntax, individual and social factors, and instructed language learning Presents a variety of
methodological approaches spanning the active areas of research in language acquisition

where did the language spanish come from: Spanish For Dummies, Enhanced Edition Pedro
Vazquez Bermejo, Susana Wald, 2011-03-23 Whether you want to take up Spanish from scratch or
brush up on your existing skills, this practical, easy-to-follow guide is for you! Inside you'll find
helpful lessons, cultural facts, handy references and much more, including a Spanish-English
mini-dictionary and common verb lists. Learn how to use your skills in a variety of everyday
contexts, and discover common expressions, important holidays and phrases that'll make you sound
fluent. Spanish For Dummies is your one-way ticket to speaking mainland Spanish with confidence.
Spanish For Dummies includes: Part I: Getting Started Chapter 1: You Already Know a Little Spanish
Chapter 2: The Nitty Gritty: Basic Spanish Grammar Part II: Spanish in Action Chapter 3: Hola!
Hello! Greetings and Introductions Chapter 4: Getting to Know You: Making Small Talk Chapter 5:
Dining Out and Going to Market Chapter 6: Shopping Made Easy Chapter 7: Going Out on the Town
Chapter 8: Enjoying Yourself: Recreation Chapter 9: Talking on the Phone Chapter 10: At the Office
and Around the House Part III: Spanish on the Go Chapter 11: Money, Money, Money Chapter 12:
Donde Esta? (Where Is 1t?): Asking Directions Chapter 13: Checking into a Hotel Chapter 14:
Getting Around: Planes, Trains, Taxis, and More Chapter 15: Planning a Trip Chapter 16: Help!
Handling Emergencies Part IV: The Part of Tens Chapter 17: Ten Ways to Speak Spanish Quickly
Chapter 18: Ten Favourite Spanish Expressions Chapter 19: Ten Holidays to Remember Chapter 20:
Ten Phrases That Make You Sound Fluent in Spanish Part V: Appendixes Appendix A:
Spanish-English Mini Dictionary Appendix B: Spanish Verbs Appendix C: Spanish Facts

where did the language spanish come from: The Aryan Origin of the Gaelic Race and
Language Ulick Joseph Bourke, 1876

where did the language spanish come from: New Perspectives on Mixed Languages Maria
Mazzoli, Eeva Sippola, 2021-06-08 A growing number of language varieties with diverse
backgrounds and structural typologies have been identified as mixed. However, the debate on the
status of many varieties and even on the existence of the category of “mixed languages” continues
still today. This volume examines the current state of the theoretical and empirical debate on mixed
languages and presents new advances from a diverse set of mixed language varieties. These cover
well-known mixed languages, such as Media Lengua, Michif, Gurindji Kriol, and Kallawaya, and
varieties whose classification is still debated, such as Reo Rapa, Kumzari, Jopara, and Wutun. The
contributions deal with different aspects of mixed languages, including descriptive approaches to



their current status and origins, theoretical discussions on the language contact processes in them,
and analysis of different types of language mixing practices. This book contributes to the current
debate on the existence of the mixed language category, shedding more light onto this fascinating
group of languages and the contact processes that shape them.

where did the language spanish come from: Equity in STEM Education Research Alberto ]J.
Rodriguez, Regina L. Suriel, 2022-09-06 This book focuses on the creative and transformative work
of scholars who are advancing social justice through science/STEM education with limited
resources. It draws attention to the significant body of work being conducted in various contexts so
that readers could reflect and appreciate how much broader and transformative our impact could be
if funding agencies, policy makers, and other researchers would widen their perspective and seek to
promote social justice-driven scholarship. Public funding for STEM research on K-12 and teacher
education that targets special populations is often limited and tends to favor mainstream research.
This book contains case studies on innovative and promising STEM research with a focus on equity,
diversity and social justice that are funded with limited or no public funding. It also presents
anecdotes from authors in relation to their struggles in either securing funding for their reported
study or seeking to publish its findings. This provides more context to the challenges of conducting
non-mainstream research in science/STEM education. Most of the contributors are scholars of color
and/or women conducting research with traditionally marginalized populations in science/STEM.
Thus, this book offers an additional venue to share the voices of marginalized scholars and allies
seeking to broaden our understanding of the challenges and successes of promoting equity,
diversity, and social justice in various educational contexts.

where did the language spanish come from: Popular Controversies in World History Steven
L. Danver, 2010-12-22 Covering prehistoric times to the modern era, this fascinating resource
presents pro-and-con arguments regarding unresolved, historic controversies throughout the
development of the world. Popular Controversies in World History: Investigating History's Intriguing
Questions offers uniquely compelling and educational examinations of pivotal events and puzzling
phenomena, from the earliest evidence of human activity to controversial events of the 20th century.
From the geographic location of human origins, to the authenticity of the Shroud of Turin, to the
innocence—or guilt—of Sacco and Vanzetti, Popular Controversies in World History: Investigating
History's Intriguing Questions provides four volumes on the ongoing debates that have captivated
both the historical community and the public at large. In each chapter, established experts offer
credible opposing arguments pertaining to specific debates, providing readers with resources for
independent critical thinking on the issue. This format allows students, scholars, and other
interested readers to actively engage in some of the most intriguing conundrums facing historians
today.

where did the language spanish come from: First Language Use in Second and Foreign
Language Learning Miles Turnbull, Jennifer Dailey-O'Cain, 2009 This book focuses on the use of the
first language in communicative or immersion-type classrooms. Through the intersection of theory,
practice, curriculum and policy, the volume calls for a reconceptualization of code-switching as
something that both proficient and aspiring bilinguals do naturally, and as a practice that is
inherently linked with bilingual code-switching.

where did the language spanish come from: The Americas Kimberly ]J. Morse, 2022-08-23
This two-volume encyclopedia profiles the contemporary culture and society of every country in the
Americas, from Canada and the United States to the islands of the Caribbean and the many
countries of Latin America. From delicacies to dances, this encyclopedia introduces readers to
cultures and customs of all of the countries of the Americas, explaining what makes each country
unique while also demonstrating what ties the cultures and peoples together. The Americas profiles
the 40 nations and territories that make up North America, Central America, the Caribbean, and
South America, including British, U.S., Dutch, and French territories. Each country profile takes an
in-depth look at such contemporary topics as religion, lifestyle and leisure, cuisine, gender roles,
dress, festivals, music, visual arts, and architecture, among many others, while also providing



contextual information on history, politics, and economics. Readers will be able to draw
cross-cultural comparisons, such as between gender roles in Mexico and those in Brazil. Coverage
on every country in the region provides readers with a useful compendium of cultural information,
ideal for anyone interested in geography, social studies, global studies, and anthropology.

where did the language spanish come from: Assessing English L.anguage Learners: Bridges
to Educational Equity Margo Gottlieb, 2016-03-03 Build the bridges for English language learners to
reach success! This thoroughly updated edition of Gottlieb’s classic delivers a complete set of tools,
techniques, and ideas for planning and implementing instructional assessment of ELLs. The book
includes: A focus on academic language use in every discipline, from mathematics to social studies,
within and across language domains Emphasis on linguistically and culturally responsive assessment
as a key driver for measuring academic achievement A reconceptualization of assessment “as,”
“for,” and “of” learning Reflection questions to stimulate discussion around how students, teachers,
and administrators can all have a voice in decision making

where did the language spanish come from: Congressional Record United States.
Congress, 1998 The Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of
the United States Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional
Record began publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates
and Proceedings in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in
Congress (1824-1837), and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)

where did the language spanish come from: Shakespeare Amazes in the Classroom
Jennifer Szwaya, 2023-12-20 Shakespeare Amazes in the Classroom supports the instruction of
learners needing to be challenged with content that is complex, rich, and of high interest to
students, whether they are gifted, high achieving, or just curious about Shakespeare. Also a model of
instructional design, Shakespeare Amazes is an exemplar of how comprehensive, standards-based
instruction can be developed to meet the needs of gifted and talented learners. Chapters consist of a
collection of lessons that address specific learning goals related to point of view, character
development, theme, comparing and contrasting, as well as multimedia interpretations, and other
topics relevant to students studying fiction within grades four through eight. Chapters offer
assessment suggestions, as well as strategies to support the social and emotional needs of students,
the needs of multilingual learners, and tips for supporting twice exceptional students as they work
through the lessons. The final chapter outlines, in detail, how the planning and implementation of a
Shakespeare festival might be directed by students to maintain motivation, develop student agency,
and allow for real world learning experiences to occur naturally alongside students’ study of the
Bard’s words. Online resources including editable critical thinking exercises, printable student texts,
synopsis of the stories, comprehensive teaching notes, and example student-teacher conversations,
as well as other bits of wisdom delivered with humor and supported by experience, are provided.
Developed, taught, and revised over the past ten years using the Understanding by Design
framework, this practical resource is sure to be a dog-eared teacher favorite for new and veteran
educators.

where did the language spanish come from: The Catalan Language in the Digital Age
Georg Rehm, Hans Uszkoreit, 2012-07-18 This white paper is part of a series that promotes
knowledge about language technology and its potential. It addresses educators, journalists,
politicians, language communities and others. The availability and use of language technology in
Europe varies between languages. Consequently, the actions that are required to further support
research and development of language technologies also differ for each language. The required
actions depend on many factors, such as the complexity of a given language and the size of its
community. META-NET, a Network of Excellence funded by the European Commission, has
conducted an analysis of current language resources and technologies. This analysis focused on the
23 official European languages as well as other important national and regional languages in
Europe. The results of this analysis suggest that there are many significant research gaps for each
language. A more detailed expert analysis and assessment of the current situation will help



maximise the impact of additional research and minimize any risks. META-NET consists of 54
research centres from 33 countries that are working with stakeholders from commercial businesses,
government agencies, industry, research organisations, software companies, technology providers
and European universities. Together, they are creating a common technology vision while
developing a strategic research agenda that shows how language technology applications can
address any research gaps by 2020.

where did the language spanish come from: Survival and Development of Language
Communities F. Xavier Vila Moreno, 2012-11-09 Too small to be big, but also too big to be really
small, medium-sized language communities (MSLCs) face their own challenges in a rapidly
globalising world where multilingualism and mobility seem to be eroding the old securities that the
monolingual nation states provided. The questions to be answered are numerous: What are the main
areas in which the position of these languages is actually threatened? How do these societies
manage their diversity (both old and new)? Has state machinery really become as irrelevant in terms
of language policy as their portrayals often suggest? This book explores the responses to these and
other challenges by seven relatively successful MSLCs, so that their lessons can be applied more
generally to other languages striving for long term survival.

where did the language spanish come from: Language Change Joan Bybee, 2015-05-28
This new introduction explores all aspects of language change, with an emphasis on the role of
cognition and language use.

where did the language spanish come from: Continuity and Change in Grammar Anne
Breitbarth, 2010 One of the principal challenges of historical linguistics is to explain the causes of
language change. Any such explanation, however, must also address the actuation problem: why is it
that changes occurring in a given language at a certain time cannot be reliably predicted to recur in
other languages, under apparently similar conditions? The sixteen contributions to the present
volume each aim to elucidate various aspects of this problem, including: What processes can be
identified as the drivers of change? How central are syntax-external (phonological, lexical or
contact-based) factors in triggering syntactic change? And how can all of these factors be reconciled
with the actuation problem? Exploring data from a wide range of languages from both a formal and a
functional perspective, this book promises to be of interest to advanced students and researchers in
historical linguistics, syntax and their intersection.
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