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Extraterritoriality Definition World History: Exploring Its Origins and Impact

extraterritoriality definition world history is a fascinating topic that touches on the complex interactions

between nations, sovereignty, and legal jurisdiction throughout time. At its core, extraterritoriality refers

to the state of being exempt from the jurisdiction of local law, usually as a result of diplomatic

negotiations or treaties. This concept has played a significant role in shaping international relations,

especially during periods of colonial expansion and global diplomacy. Understanding extraterritoriality’s

historical context helps us grasp how nations have balanced power, sovereignty, and legal authority

across borders.

What Is Extraterritoriality? A Clear Definition

To start, extraterritoriality means that certain individuals, organizations, or properties are not subject to

the laws of the country in which they are physically located. Instead, they remain under the jurisdiction

of their own country’s laws. This legal anomaly typically arises through international agreements,

diplomatic immunity, or special treaties. For example, embassies enjoy extraterritorial status, meaning

they are governed by their home country’s laws rather than those of the host nation.

This arrangement often serves practical purposes, such as protecting diplomats from unfair treatment

or ensuring that colonial powers could enforce their laws in foreign territories. However,

extraterritoriality has sometimes led to tension and controversy, especially when it has been used to

undermine the sovereignty of weaker states.



The Historical Roots of Extraterritoriality

Early Instances and Legal Foundations

The concept of extraterritoriality is not modern; its roots can be traced back to ancient civilizations

where traders and envoys were granted safe passage and legal protections in foreign lands. For

instance, ancient Greece and Rome had customs that allowed foreign merchants and diplomats certain

legal immunities, fostering commerce and diplomacy.

In medieval Europe, extraterritorial privileges became more formalized through the establishment of

consular courts and privileges for foreign merchants. These arrangements were often part of broader

trade agreements aiming to facilitate commerce between different kingdoms.

Extraterritoriality in the Age of Colonialism

The 19th century marked a dramatic expansion of extraterritoriality, largely driven by European colonial

powers. As Western nations extended their influence into Asia, Africa, and the Americas, they often

imposed extraterritorial rights via “unequal treaties” with local governments.

China’s experience is perhaps the most famous example. Following the Opium Wars, China was

forced to sign treaties with Britain, France, the United States, and other powers that granted

extraterritorial privileges to foreign nationals. This meant that foreigners in treaty ports were tried under

their own country’s legal systems, not Chinese law. The result was a significant erosion of Chinese

sovereignty and contributed to widespread resentment and nationalist movements.

Similarly, extraterritoriality was applied in the Ottoman Empire and Japan during the 19th century as

Western powers pushed for legal privileges for their citizens. In Japan, the abolition of extraterritoriality

was a key goal of the Meiji Restoration as the country sought to modernize and regain full sovereignty.



How Extraterritoriality Shaped International Relations

Balancing Sovereignty and Diplomacy

Extraterritoriality has always been a delicate balancing act between respecting a nation’s sovereignty

and protecting foreign nationals. On one hand, it ensures diplomats and travelers are shielded from

potentially hostile or unfamiliar legal environments. On the other hand, it can serve as a tool of

domination, allowing powerful countries to bypass local laws and influence domestic affairs.

The practice also set precedents in international law, particularly regarding diplomatic immunity and the

treatment of foreign nationals. Over time, international conventions, such as the Vienna Convention on

Diplomatic Relations (1961), codified many principles related to extraterritoriality, aiming for more

standardized and fair treatment.

Challenges and Controversies

Extraterritoriality has not been without its critics. In many cases, extraterritorial rights led to abuses,

such as foreigners evading justice or exploiting legal loopholes. In colonial contexts, it became

synonymous with inequality and imperial overreach.

Moreover, the concept sometimes clashes with modern ideas of jurisdiction and sovereignty. For

example, cybercrimes or cross-border legal disputes today raise questions about extraterritorial

jurisdiction and the limits of national law enforcement, showing how the principles of extraterritoriality

continue to evolve.



Modern Examples and the Legacy of Extraterritoriality

While classic extraterritorial privileges have largely diminished, the concept still influences international

law and diplomacy. Today, embassies and consulates enjoy inviolability, a form of extraterritoriality,

where the host country cannot enter these premises without permission.

Some countries also apply extraterritorial laws in other ways. For instance, the United States enforces

certain laws (like anti-bribery statutes and sanctions) on foreign companies operating outside its

borders, reflecting a form of extraterritorial jurisdiction.

The historical practice has also left a lasting impact on former colonies, many of which had to reclaim

full legal sovereignty following the end of extraterritorial treaties. This process often involved complex

negotiations and reforms to establish equal footing in international law.

Extraterritoriality in International Trade and Investment

In global commerce, extraterritoriality sometimes emerges in the form of arbitration clauses and

international dispute resolution mechanisms. Businesses operating across borders prefer neutral

jurisdictions or international tribunals to avoid local biases or legal uncertainties. This modern form of

legal autonomy echoes the old idea of extraterritoriality but within a more consensual and regulated

framework.

Understanding Extraterritoriality Through a Historical Lens

Looking back at extraterritoriality through world history offers valuable insights into how legal concepts

develop alongside political power. Its evolution demonstrates the tensions between global

interconnectedness and national sovereignty — a theme as relevant today as it was centuries ago.



For students of international law, diplomacy, or history, grasping the extraterritoriality definition world

history provides context for many contemporary issues, from diplomatic immunity to international

jurisdiction disputes. It also reveals how law can be used both as a tool of cooperation and control.

Whether examining the unequal treaties of the 19th century or the diplomatic protections of the modern

era, extraterritoriality remains a compelling example of how legal frameworks adapt to the shifting

realities of global relations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of extraterritoriality in world history?

Extraterritoriality refers to the state of being exempted from the jurisdiction of local law, usually as the

result of diplomatic negotiations. In world history, it often meant that foreigners in a country were

subject to their own nation's laws rather than the laws of the host country.

How did extraterritoriality impact relations between Western powers

and China in the 19th century?

Extraterritoriality was imposed on China through unequal treaties after the Opium Wars, allowing

Western powers to try their citizens in their own courts rather than under Chinese law. This

undermined Chinese sovereignty and contributed to tensions and resentment towards foreign

influence.

Why was extraterritoriality significant during the colonial period?

Extraterritoriality allowed colonial powers to maintain control over their nationals abroad and avoid local

laws that might be unfavorable to them. It reinforced colonial dominance and legal inequalities between

colonizers and the indigenous populations.



Which historical treaties are known for establishing extraterritorial

rights?

Notable treaties include the Treaty of Nanking (1842) between Britain and China, the Treaty of

Kanagawa (1854) between the US and Japan, and various treaties involving European powers that

granted extraterritorial privileges in Asia and other regions.

How did affected countries respond to extraterritoriality in their

territories?

Countries like China and Japan sought to abolish extraterritorial rights through legal reforms and

diplomatic negotiations as they modernized their legal systems, eventually regaining full sovereignty

over foreigners within their borders.

Is extraterritoriality still practiced in modern international relations?

Extraterritoriality in its historical form is largely obsolete, but some elements remain in diplomatic

immunity and certain international agreements where foreign personnel are granted limited legal

protections in host countries.

Additional Resources

**Extraterritoriality Definition World History: A Comprehensive Analysis**

extraterritoriality definition world history serves as a critical concept in understanding the complex

interplay between sovereignty, law, and international relations throughout time. At its core,

extraterritoriality refers to the state of being exempted from the jurisdiction of local law, usually as a

result of diplomatic negotiations or unequal treaties. This phenomenon has shaped global diplomacy,

colonial expansion, and the development of international legal frameworks. Exploring the

extraterritoriality definition within the context of world history reveals its evolution, implications, and the

controversies it has sparked among sovereign nations.



The Origins and Definition of Extraterritoriality

Extraterritoriality, by definition, involves the legal immunity granted to individuals or entities from the

jurisdiction of local laws while they are within a foreign territory. This legal principle permits a person or

group—often diplomats, foreign nationals, or companies—to be governed by the laws of their home

country rather than those of the host country. The concept is closely tied to diplomatic immunity but

extends beyond diplomatic personnel to include commercial enterprises and missionaries in some

historical contexts.

Historically, extraterritorial rights emerged as a practical solution for countries engaging in international

trade and diplomatic relations, especially when the host country's legal system was perceived as

incompatible or unjust by foreign powers. In essence, extraterritoriality reflects a collision between

sovereignty and international engagement, highlighting the challenges of enforcing national laws on

foreign actors within a country's borders.

Extraterritoriality in World History: Key Milestones

Early Instances and Diplomatic Immunity

The roots of extraterritoriality trace back to ancient civilizations where envoys and traders were granted

safe passage and protection under customary laws. For instance, in ancient Mesopotamia and

classical Rome, diplomatic immunity— a precursor to extraterritoriality —was respected to ensure

uninterrupted communication between sovereign states.

However, the formalization of extraterritorial rights gained momentum in the early modern period with

the rise of European colonialism and expanding global trade networks. European powers sought to

protect their commercial interests and citizens abroad, often leading to legal exemptions from

indigenous jurisdictions.



The 19th Century and the Age of Unequal Treaties

The 19th century marked a significant expansion of extraterritoriality, particularly in Asia. Western

imperial powers, armed with military superiority, coerced weakened states into signing “unequal

treaties” which imposed extraterritorial privileges on foreign nationals. A prominent example is the

Treaty of Nanking (1842) between Britain and Qing Dynasty China, which ceded Hong Kong to Britain

and granted British subjects extraterritorial rights in China.

These treaties undermined local sovereignty by allowing foreigners to be tried under their own laws in

foreign consular courts, rather than local legal systems. Similar arrangements were made in Japan, the

Ottoman Empire, and other regions, creating enclaves of foreign legal privilege. This extraterritoriality

system was often resented by host nations as a symbol of humiliation and loss of control.

Extraterritoriality and Colonial Administration

In many colonial contexts, extraterritoriality facilitated administrative control by imperial powers. For

example, in British India, British subjects and companies operated under British law, even when

physically present in Indian territory. This legal separation helped maintain colonial dominance and

protected imperial interests from local interference.

However, the dual legal systems also created complex social and legal dynamics. Indigenous

populations were subject to local laws, while foreign and colonial settlers enjoyed different legal

protections, often exacerbating tensions and inequalities.

The Decline and Transformation of Extraterritoriality in the

20th Century



The 20th century witnessed a gradual erosion of extraterritorial privileges, spurred by anti-colonial

movements, evolving international law, and growing assertions of national sovereignty. Japan’s

successful renegotiation of extraterritorial treaties in the early 1900s exemplifies this shift, as the

country modernized its legal system to meet Western standards and regain full judicial control.

Similarly, China’s efforts to abolish extraterritoriality culminated after World War II with the termination

of foreign legal privileges and restoration of full sovereignty. The process was often linked to broader

decolonization trends and the rise of the United Nations framework, which emphasized equality among

nations and respect for territorial integrity.

Despite its decline in traditional forms, extraterritoriality has evolved into modern legal practices such

as diplomatic immunity codified in the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations (1961) and certain

extraterritorial applications of national laws, for example in anti-corruption or anti-terrorism legislation.

Contemporary Applications and Challenges

While classical extraterritoriality—in which foreign nationals are exempt from local law—has largely

disappeared, modern international relations continue to grapple with related issues. Diplomatic

premises remain inviolable, and embassies operate under the legal protections afforded by

extraterritorial principles.

Moreover, certain countries apply their domestic laws extraterritorially, such as the United States’

Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA) or the European Union’s GDPR regulations, which affect foreign

entities operating beyond their borders. This raises complex questions about jurisdiction, sovereignty,

and enforcement in a globalized world.

The Pros and Cons of Extraterritoriality in Historical Context

Understanding extraterritoriality requires acknowledging both its functional benefits and inherent



drawbacks.

Pros: Extraterritoriality historically provided legal protections for foreign nationals in countries with

unfamiliar or undeveloped legal systems. It facilitated international trade, diplomatic relations,

and the protection of minority communities abroad. It also served as a mechanism to prevent

miscarriages of justice due to cultural or legal misunderstandings.

Cons: On the other hand, extraterritoriality often infringed upon the sovereignty of host states,

undermining their judicial authority. Unequal treaty systems based on extraterritorial rights

contributed to imperialist domination, resentment, and conflict. The legal dualism it created

fostered inequality and sometimes impunity for foreign nationals.

Comparative Perspectives

Different countries experienced extraterritoriality uniquely depending on their geopolitical status and

legal traditions. For example, Japan’s rapid modernization allowed it to abolish extraterritorial rights

relatively quickly, while China struggled with prolonged foreign interference. The Ottoman Empire’s

capitulations exemplify how extraterritorial privileges could be embedded into imperial decline.

By contrast, Western powers viewed extraterritoriality as a necessary safeguard for their nationals and

economic interests abroad, often justifying it on the grounds of protecting human rights and

commercial fairness, albeit from a Eurocentric perspective.

Extraterritoriality’s Legacy in International Law

The historical evolution of extraterritoriality has significantly influenced modern international legal



principles. The tension between respecting national sovereignty and ensuring protection for foreign

individuals remains central in diplomatic law and international treaties.

Today’s legal frameworks emphasize mutual respect of jurisdictions while accommodating necessary

immunities, reflecting lessons learned from past abuses of extraterritorial rights. The Vienna

Convention codifies diplomatic immunities but also balances accountability, signaling a matured

understanding of extraterritoriality’s role.

In the era of globalization, extraterritorial application of domestic laws—such as anti-terrorism statutes

or data protection regulations—challenges traditional notions of jurisdiction, echoing historical debates

around extraterritoriality but in a new context.

---

Extraterritoriality, as a concept rooted deeply in world history, offers invaluable insight into the complex

relationships among law, power, and sovereignty on the international stage. Examining its definition

and historical trajectory not only sheds light on past international relations but also frames ongoing

legal and diplomatic challenges in an interconnected world.
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governance. Indigenous subjects across time and in all settings were active in making, changing,
and interpreting the law - and, by extension, in shaping the international order.
  extraterritoriality definition world history: Research Handbook on Extraterritoriality in
International Law Austen Parrish, Cedric Ryngaert, 2023-08-14 By engaging with the ongoing
discussion surrounding the scope of cross-border regulation, this expansive Research Handbook
provides the reader with key insights into the concept of extraterritoriality. It offers an incisive
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  extraterritoriality definition world history: Extraterritoriality in East Asia Ireland-Piper,
Danielle, 2021-07-31 Extraterritoriality in East Asia examines the approaches of China, Japan and
South Korea to exercising legal authority over crimes committed outside their borders, known as
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Ryan J. Lynch, Brooke Nelson, Julie Tatlock, 2023-03-29 World History, Volume 2: from 1400 is
designed to meet the scope and sequence of a world history course from 1400 offered at both
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and juxtapose people’s experiences of history for a rich and nuanced discussion. Primary source
material represents the cultures being discussed from a firsthand perspective whenever possible.
World History, Volume 2: from 1400 also includes the work of diverse and underrepresented
scholars to ensure a full range of perspectives. This is an adaptation of World History, Volume 2:
from 1400 by OpenStax. You can access the textbook as pdf for free at openstax.org. Minor editorial
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  extraterritoriality definition world history: Extraterritorial Matthew Hart, 2020-08-25 The
future of fiction is neither global nor national. Instead, Matthew Hart argues, it is trending
extraterritorial. Extraterritorial spaces fall outside of national borders but enhance state power.
They cut across geography and history but do not point the way to a borderless new world. They
range from the United Nations headquarters and international waters to CIA black sites and the
departure zones at international airports. The political geography of the present, Hart shows, has
come to resemble a patchwork of such spaces. Hart reveals extraterritoriality’s centrality to
twenty-first-century art and fiction. He shows how extraterritorial fictions expose the way states
construct “global” space in their own interests. Extraterritorial novels teach us not to mistake cracks
or gradations in political geography for a crisis of the state. Hart demonstrates how the unstable
character of many twenty-first-century aesthetic forms can be traced to the increasingly
extraterritorial nature of contemporary political geography. Discussing writers such as Margaret
Atwood, J. G. Ballard, Amitav Ghosh, Chang-rae Lee, Hilary Mantel, and China Miéville, as well as
artists like Hito Steyerl and Mark Wallinger, Hart combines lively critical readings of contemporary
novels with historical and theoretical discussions about sovereignty, globalization, cosmopolitanism,
and postcolonialism. Extraterritorial presents a new theory of literature that explains what happens
when dreams of an open, connected world confront the reality of mobile, elastic, and tenacious
borders.
  extraterritoriality definition world history: World History Steven Wallech, Touraj Daryaee,
Craig Hendricks, Anne Lynne Negus, Peter P. Wan, Gordon Morris Bakken, 2013-01-22 World
History: A Concise Thematic Analysis presents the highly anticipated second edition of the most
affordable and accessible survey of world history designed for use at the college level. This text



offers a comparative analysis of great civilizations of Eurasia, Africa, and the Americas in an
engaging narrative that contextualizes history instead of drowning students in a sea of facts. Themes
addressed include population dynamics, food production challenges, disease history, warfare, and
others. Instructor resources are available online for this text. This new edition of World History: A
Concise Thematic Analysis features a newly-designed interior organization to enhance navigation
and comprehension of the material. An instructors' test bank is available online.
  extraterritoriality definition world history: The World Turned Upside Down Clyde
Prestowitz, 2021-01-26 An authority on Asia and globalization identifies the challenges China's
growing power poses and how it must be confronted When China joined the World Trade
Organization in 2001, most experts expected the WTO rules and procedures to liberalize China and
make it a responsible stakeholder in the liberal world order. But the experts made the wrong bet.
China today is liberalizing neither economically nor politically but, if anything, becoming more
authoritarian and mercantilist. In this book, notably free of partisan posturing and inflammatory
rhetoric, renowned globalization and Asia expert Clyde Prestowitz describes the key challenges
posed by China and the strategies America and the Free World must adopt to meet them. He argues
that these must be more sophisticated and more comprehensive than a narrowly targeted trade war.
Rather, he urges strategies that the United States and its allies can use unilaterally without
contravening international or domestic law.
  extraterritoriality definition world history: The Philosophical Foundations of Extraterritorial
Punishment Alejandro Chehtman, 2010-12-09 1. Rights, Individuals, and States; 2. An Interest-based
Justification for the Right to Punish; 3. Extraterritorial Jurisdiction over Municipal Crimes; 4. A
Theory of International Crimes; 5. Extraterritorial Jurisdiction over International Crimes; 6.
Legitimate Authority and Extraterritorial Punishment; 7. Conclusion.
  extraterritoriality definition world history: Europe and Extraterritorial Asylum Maarten Den
Heijer, 2012-03-01 Increasingly, European and other Western states have sought to control the
movement of refugees outside their borders. To do this, states have adopted a variety of measures -
including carrier sanctions, interception of migrants at sea, posting of immigration officers in
foreign countries and external processing of asylum-seekers. This book focuses on the legal
implications of external mechanisms of migration control for the protection of refugees and irregular
migrants. The book explores how refugee and human rights law has responded to the new measures
adopted by states, and how states have sought cooperation with other actors in the context of
migration control. The book defends the thesis that when European states attempt to control the
movement of migrants outside their territories, they remain responsible under international law for
protecting the rights of refugees as well as their general human rights. It also identifies how EU law
governs and constrains the various types of pre-border migration enforcement employed by EU
Member States, and examines how unfolding practices of external migration control conform with
international law. This is a work which will be essential reading for scholars and practitioners of
asylum and refugee law throughout Europe and the wider world. The book received 'The Max van
der Stoel Human Rights Award 2011' (first prize category dissertations); and the 'Erasmianum Study
Prize 2011'.
  extraterritoriality definition world history: Extraterritoriality Around the Globe Lucia
Leontiev, Manuel José Segovia González, 2025-08-29 Analysing different political and policy drivers
of extraterritoriality in various social, cultural, and economic settings, this book assesses the value
of politics within the context of the law and practice of extraterritoriality. Extraterritoriality is one of
the most complex and multifaceted concepts in international law, shaped by a dynamic interplay of
legal, political, and practical factors. This book discusses the challenges of understanding
extraterritoriality in the context of evolving international relations, the political forces behind state
practices, and why international law matters in a field that, at first glance, may seem primarily
national in scope. To address these issues, this book includes 12 case studies that explore
extraterritoriality from a national perspective, offering both thematic and geographic breadth. It
analyses the political drivers of extraterritoriality among similar countries to assess and prove their



value. By examining states’ extraterritorial behaviour, the book provides a more nuanced, empirical
perspective on extraterritoriality, highlighting emerging trends and offering insights into its role in
shaping global, legal, and political landscapes in the 21st century. This book will be of interest to
researchers and practitioners in the field of extraterritoriality, law, and politics.
  extraterritoriality definition world history: Extraordinary Rendition, Extraterritorial
Detention and Treatment of Detainees United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Foreign
Relations, 2008
  extraterritoriality definition world history: The Extraterritoriality of Law Daniel S.
Margolies, Umut Özsu, Maïa Pal, Ntina Tzouvala, 2019-03-22 Questions of legal extraterritoriality
figure prominently in scholarship on legal pluralism, transnational legal studies, international
investment law, international human rights law, state responsibility under international law, and a
large number of other areas. Yet many accounts of extraterritoriality make little effort to grapple
with its thorny conceptual history, shifting theoretical valence, and complex political roots and
ramifications. This book brings together thirteen scholars of law, history, and politics in order to
reconsider the history, theory, and contemporary relevance of legal extraterritoriality. Situating
questions of extraterritoriality in a set of broader investigations into state-building, imperialist
rivalry, capitalist expansion, and human rights protection, it tracks the multiple meanings and
functions of a distinct and far-reaching mode of legal authority. The fundamental aim of the volume
is to examine the different geographical contexts in which extraterritorial regimes have developed,
the political and economic pressures in response to which such regimes have grown, the highly
uneven distributions of extraterritorial privilege that have resulted from these processes, and the
complex theoretical quandaries to which this type of privilege has given rise. The book will be of
considerable interest to scholars in law, history, political science, socio-legal studies, international
relations, and legal geography.
  extraterritoriality definition world history: The Routledge Handbook on Extraterritorial
Human Rights Obligations Mark Gibney, Gamze Erdem Türkelli, Markus Krajewski, Wouter
Vandenhole, 2021-12-24 The Routledge Handbook on Extraterritorial Human Rights Obligations
brings international scholarship on transnational human rights obligations into a comprehensive and
wide-ranging volume. Each chapter combines a thorough analysis of a particular issue area and
provides a forward-looking perspective of how extraterritorial human rights obligations (ETOs)
might come to be more fully recognized, outlining shortcomings but also best state practices. It
builds insights gained from state practice to identify gaps in the literature and points to future
avenues of inquiry. The Handbook is organized into seven thematic parts: conceptualization and
theoretical foundations; enforcement; migration and refugee protection; financial assistance and
sanctions; finance, investment and trade; peace and security; and environment. Chapters summarize
the cutting edge of current knowledge on key topics as leading experts critically reflect on ETOs,
and, where appropriate, engage with the Maastricht Principles to critically evaluate their value 10
years after their adoption. The Routledge Handbook on Extraterritorial Human Rights Obligations is
an authoritative and essential reference text for scholars and students of human rights and human
rights law, and more broadly, of international law and international relations as well as to those
working in international economic law, development studies, peace and conflict studies,
environmental law and migration. The Open Access version of this book, available at
www.taylorfrancis.com, has been made available under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non
Commercial-No Derivatives 4.0 license
  extraterritoriality definition world history: Administration of Justice in Chinese and
Extraterritorial Courts in China United States. Department of State. Division of Far Eastern Affairs,
1925
  extraterritoriality definition world history: Extraterritoriality Victor Fan, 2019-07-17 No
detailed description available for Extraterritoriality.
  extraterritoriality definition world history: Liquid Borders Mabel Moraña, 2021-03-14 Liquid
Borders provides a timely and critical analysis of the large-scale migration of people across borders,



which has sent shockwaves through the global world order in recent years. In this book,
internationally recognized scholars and activists from a variety of fields analyze key issues related to
diasporic movements, displacements, exiles, illegal migrants, border crossings, deportations,
maritime ventures, and the militarization of borders from political, economic, and cultural
perspectives. Ambitious in scope, with cases stretching from the Mediterranean to Australia, the
US/Mexico border, Venezuela, and deterritorialized sectors in Colombia and Central America, the
various contributions are unified around the notion of freedom of movement, and the recognition of
the need to think differently about ideas of citizenship and sovereignty around the world. Liquid
Borders will be of interest to policy makers, and to researchers across the humanities, sociology,
area studies, politics, international relations, geography, and of course migration and border studies.
  extraterritoriality definition world history: Rage for Order Lauren Benton, Lisa Ford,
2016-10-03 Lauren Benton and Lisa Ford find the origins of international law in empires, especially
in the British Empire’s sprawling efforts to refashion the imperial constitution and reorder the
world. These attempts touched on all the issues of the early nineteenth century, from slavery to
revolution, and changed the way we think about the empire’s legacy.
  extraterritoriality definition world history: Extraterritorial Dreams Sarah Abrevaya Stein,
2016-06-10 We tend to think of citizenship as something that is either offered or denied by a state.
Modern history teaches otherwise. Reimagining citizenship as a legal spectrum along which
individuals can travel, Extraterritorial Dreams explores the history of Ottoman Jews who sought,
acquired, were denied or stripped of citizenship in Europe in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries—as the Ottoman Empire retracted and new states were born—in order to ask larger
questions about the nature of citizenship itself. Sarah Abrevaya Stein traces the experiences of
Mediterranean Jewish women, men, and families who lived through a tumultuous series of wars,
border changes, genocides, and mass migrations, all in the shadow of the collapse of the Ottoman
Empire and the ascendance of the modern passport regime. Moving across vast stretches of Europe,
the Middle East, Asia, and the Americas, she tells the intimate stories of people struggling to find a
legal place in a world ever more divided by political boundaries and competing nationalist
sentiments. From a poor youth who reached France as a stowaway only to be hunted by the Parisian
police as a spy to a wealthy Baghdadi-born man in Shanghai who willed his fortune to his Eurasian
Buddhist wife, Stein tells stories that illuminate the intertwined nature of minority histories and
global politics through the turbulence of the modern era.
  extraterritoriality definition world history: Macao - The Formation of a Global City C.X.
George Wei, 2013-11-07 Macao, the former Portuguese colony in southeast China, has a long and
very interesting history of cultural interaction between China and the West. Held by the Portuguese
from the 1550s until its return to China in 1999, Macao was up to the emergence of Hong Kong in
the later nineteenth century the principal point of entry into China for all Westerners - Dutch, British
and others, as well as Portuguese. The relatively relaxed nature of Portuguese colonial rule,
intermarriage, the mixing of Chinese and Western cultures, and the fact that Macao served as a safe
haven for many Chinese reformers at odds with the Chinese authorities, including Sun Yat-sen, all
combined to make Macao a very different and special place. This book explores how Macao was
formed over the centuries. It puts forward substantial new research findings and new thinking, and
covers a wide range of issues. It is a companion volume to Macao - Cultural Interaction and Literary
Representations.
  extraterritoriality definition world history: WTO's Extraterritorial Income Decision
United States. Congress. House. Committee on Ways and Means, 2002
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