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Autobiography of Jack the Ripper: Exploring the Enigma Behind the Legend

autobiography of jack the ripper might sound like an impossible tale—after all, the true
identity of one of history’s most infamous serial killers remains a mystery to this day. Yet,
the fascination with Jack the Ripper persists, fueled by countless theories, historical
investigations, and even fictional accounts that attempt to give voice to the man behind
the mask. While no verified autobiography exists, piecing together the story through
various historical records, letters, and eyewitness accounts offers a unique glimpse into
the dark world of Victorian London and the chilling mind of the killer known as Jack the
Ripper.

The Legend of Jack the Ripper: A Brief Overview

Before diving into the concept of an autobiography, it’s important to understand who Jack
the Ripper was and why his story captivates us more than a century later. In 1888, a series
of brutal murders shocked the Whitechapel district of London. The victims, all women,
were found mutilated in a manner that suggested the killer had some anatomical
knowledge. Despite intense police investigations and public hysteria, the murderer was
never caught, and his identity remains one of the greatest unsolved mysteries in criminal
history.

Why the Autobiography Theme Fascinates Us

The idea of an autobiography from Jack the Ripper intrigues because it humanizes a figure
often reduced to myth. If the killer were to narrate his own story, what would we learn
about his motives, his background, and his twisted psychology? Many writers and
historians have explored this angle through fictionalized accounts, exploring themes of
madness, social alienation, and revenge. This approach helps readers and researchers
grasp the complex social and psychological factors that may have fueled the killer’s
actions.

Piecing Together the Story: Sources That Shape
the Ripper’s Narrative

Because no confirmed autobiography exists, historians rely on various clues to construct a
possible life story for Jack the Ripper. These include police reports, contemporary
newspaper articles, letters allegedly sent by the killer, and witness testimonies.



Infamous Letters and the Voice of Jack the Ripper

Among the most tantalizing pieces of evidence are the letters sent to the police and media,
signed “Jack the Ripper.” Some of these letters boast about the killings or mock the
authorities, while others provide cryptic clues. Though many experts believe these letters
were hoaxes, they offer a chilling first-person perspective that fuels the idea of a ‘written
autobiography.’ The tone, language, and content of these letters suggest a person who
craved attention and control.

Witness Accounts and Psychological Profiles

Eyewitness descriptions varied widely, but profiling experts have attempted to reconstruct
the killer’s personality based on crime scene details and behavioral patterns. This
process—known as criminal profiling—can be seen as an indirect way to “hear” the killer’s
story, revealing traits such as possible social isolation, familiarity with the streets of
Whitechapel, and a degree of surgical precision.

The Social Context: Victorian London’s Dark
Underbelly

Understanding Jack the Ripper’s story also means delving into the harsh realities of
Victorian England, particularly in the impoverished neighborhoods where the murders
took place. Poverty, overcrowding, and social neglect created an environment where crime
could flourish and victims remained vulnerable.

Life in Whitechapel

Whitechapel was notorious for its squalid living conditions and rampant crime. Many
residents were immigrants or working-class citizens struggling to survive. The Ripper’s
victims were often women marginalized by society—prostitutes living on the edge. These
circumstances provide critical context for understanding the killer’s choice of victims and
his ability to evade capture.

The Role of Media and Public Fear

The press sensationalized the murders, coining the name Jack the Ripper and fueling
public panic. This media frenzy influenced public perception, police work, and even the
killer’s own behavior, if he was indeed motivated by notoriety. The intense spotlight on the
case shaped the narrative and added layers of myth to the killer’s persona.



Fictional Autobiographies and Cultural Impact

While the real autobiography of Jack the Ripper doesn’t exist, numerous novels, films, and
plays have imagined his voice. These fictional autobiographies serve both entertainment
and educational purposes, exploring psychological depth and historical nuances.

Popular Books and Dramatizations

Writers like Stephen Knight and Patricia Cornwell have proposed theories about the
killer’s identity, sometimes framing their narratives as if from the killer’s perspective or
through detailed psychological reconstructions. These works engage readers by blending
fact and fiction, encouraging us to think critically about evidence and the nature of evil.

Why Such Stories Endure

The enduring appeal of Jack the Ripper’s story, including imagined autobiographies, lies in
its blend of mystery, terror, and the human desire to understand the darkest parts of
ourselves. By giving the killer a “voice,” these stories challenge us to confront
uncomfortable questions about violence, society, and justice.

Exploring the Psychology: What an Autobiography
Might Reveal

If Jack the Ripper had penned an autobiography, it would likely reveal insights into his
mindset—a complex mixture of rage, detachment, and perhaps a warped sense of morality.
Psychological studies of serial killers suggest motives ranging from power and control to
deep-seated trauma.

Signs of Psychopathy and Compulsive Behavior

Many experts agree that Jack the Ripper’s actions show traits consistent with
psychopathy: a lack of empathy, manipulativeness, and a tendency toward violent
outbursts. An autobiography could provide clues about early life experiences, personal
relationships, and triggers that led to the gruesome murders.

Social Alienation and the Quest for Identity

The killer might also express feelings of isolation or rejection, common themes in criminal
psychology. Such confessions would offer valuable understanding of how societal failure



and personal demons intertwine to produce tragic outcomes.

Lessons from the Mystery: Why the
Autobiography Concept Matters

Studying Jack the Ripper through the lens of an autobiography—real or
imagined—encourages a deeper engagement with history, psychology, and criminology. It
pushes us beyond surface-level fear into a realm where empathy and analysis coexist.

Understanding Crime in Historical Context

By exploring the killer’s supposed life story, we gain insights into Victorian society’s
failures and the conditions that can foster violence. This perspective helps modern readers
appreciate the importance of social support, law enforcement evolution, and community
vigilance.

Encouraging Critical Thinking and Research

The mystery invites ongoing research and debate, illustrating how historical investigation
blends detective work with cultural analysis. Imagining an autobiography—whether
through novels or documentaries—stimulates curiosity and critical examination of sources.

The story of Jack the Ripper remains a haunting chapter in London’s past, a blend of fact,
fiction, and speculation. While the true autobiography of Jack the Ripper will likely never
be written, the quest to understand him continues to inspire writers, historians, and true
crime enthusiasts alike. Through these explorations, the legend lives on—not just as a
figure of horror, but as a mirror reflecting human nature’s darkest shadows.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Autobiography of Jack the Ripper' about?
The 'Autobiography of Jack the Ripper' is a purported confession written by an unknown
author claiming to be the infamous serial killer Jack the Ripper, detailing his crimes and
motivations.

Is the 'Autobiography of Jack the Ripper' considered
authentic?
Most experts regard the 'Autobiography of Jack the Ripper' as a hoax or fictional work
rather than an authentic document written by the actual killer.



When was the 'Autobiography of Jack the Ripper' first
published?
The 'Autobiography of Jack the Ripper' was first published in the late 19th or early 20th
century, years after the murders took place in 1888.

What insights does the 'Autobiography of Jack the
Ripper' provide about the murders?
The book offers a first-person narrative describing the killer's thoughts, feelings, and
justifications, although these insights are widely disputed and considered fictional.

Who is believed to have written the 'Autobiography of
Jack the Ripper'?
The true author is unknown; some speculate it was written by a journalist or an author
attempting to capitalize on public fascination with the murders.

Where can I read or find the 'Autobiography of Jack the
Ripper'?
The 'Autobiography of Jack the Ripper' can sometimes be found in archives, specialized
libraries, or online platforms dedicated to true crime and historical mysteries.

Additional Resources
Autobiography of Jack the Ripper: Unveiling the Myth and Mystery

autobiography of jack the ripper is a phrase that immediately evokes curiosity,
intrigue, and a sense of chilling suspense. Jack the Ripper remains one of history’s most
infamous unidentified serial killers, whose brutal murders in London's Whitechapel district
in 1888 left a lasting imprint on criminal history and popular culture. The concept of an
autobiography by such a figure naturally intrigues historians, criminologists, and
enthusiasts, raising questions about the nature of his identity and the authenticity of any
purported firsthand accounts.

Exploring the idea of an autobiography attributed to Jack the Ripper invites a multifaceted
investigation—one that intersects history, psychology, criminology, and literature. Given
that the true identity of Jack the Ripper has never been conclusively established, any
autobiography claiming to be his is shrouded in controversy and skepticism. Nevertheless,
examining these claims and the cultural fascination with the subject provides valuable
insight into the enduring legacy of the Whitechapel murders and their place in collective
memory.



The Enigma of Jack the Ripper’s Identity

Jack the Ripper’s identity has been a puzzle for over a century, sparking countless theories
and speculative biographies. The lack of concrete evidence and the limited forensic
capabilities of the late 19th century have contributed to the enduring mystery. Many
researchers have attempted to piece together clues from police reports, witness
statements, and the killer’s own communications, such as the infamous letters sent to the
press, to construct a psychological profile and narrative.

The idea of an autobiography of Jack the Ripper is complicated by the fact that no verified
writings from the killer exist beyond these letters, which themselves are suspected by
some experts to be hoaxes. Consequently, any autobiography attributed to Jack the Ripper
tends to be either fictionalized accounts or speculative interpretations based on available
historical data.

Historical Context and the Whitechapel Murders

Understanding the context in which Jack the Ripper operated is crucial for assessing any
claims of an autobiography. Between August and November 1888, five women—known as
the "canonical five" victims—were murdered in the impoverished Whitechapel district of
London. The murders were characterized by gruesome mutilations, suggesting the killer
had anatomical knowledge or surgical skill.

The brutality of the crimes and the inability of the police to apprehend the perpetrator led
to widespread panic and sensational media coverage. This environment of fear and
fascination likely contributed to the emergence of purported autobiographies and
confessions, as well as inspired fictional portrayals that blurred the line between fact and
myth.

Analyzing Purported Autobiographies and
Confessions

Over the years, several individuals have claimed to be Jack the Ripper or to possess
firsthand knowledge of his identity. Some have even produced written works purported to
be autobiographies or confessions. These documents often reflect the cultural anxieties
and fascination surrounding the case more than verifiable truth.

Notable Examples of Claimed Autobiographical Texts

The "Dear Boss" Letter and Related Correspondence: Among the earliest
writings associated with Jack the Ripper, these letters were sent to the police and
newspapers during the time of the murders. While not autobiographies, they



represent one of the few direct communications allegedly from the killer.

The "From Hell" Letter: Another notorious letter accompanied by a piece of human
kidney, it is among the most chilling documents connected to the case. Its
authenticity remains debated, but it adds to the corpus of supposed firsthand
writings.

Modern Fictional Autobiographies: Various authors have crafted novels and
pseudo-autobiographical works imagining the mind and motives of Jack the Ripper.
These serve more as psychological explorations than factual accounts.

These examples highlight the difficulty in distinguishing genuine autobiographical
material from fabrications or literary interpretations. The allure of the autobiography of
Jack the Ripper lies in its promise to reveal the psyche and identity of a killer who has
otherwise remained elusive.

Psychological and Criminological Perspectives

From a criminological standpoint, an autobiography of Jack the Ripper could provide
invaluable insight into the motivations and psychological profile of the killer. However, in
the absence of authentic material, experts rely on crime scene analysis and historical
context to infer his characteristics.

Psychologists have speculated that Jack the Ripper exhibited traits common among serial
killers: a possible history of abuse, deep-seated misogyny, and a desire for power and
control. Any autobiographical narrative claiming to be from the killer would need to reflect
such complexities convincingly to gain credibility.

The Cultural Impact of Jack the Ripper’s
Narrative

The fascination with Jack the Ripper extends beyond historical curiosity; it permeates
literature, film, and popular culture, often blurring lines between fact and fiction. The
concept of an autobiography fits within this cultural phenomenon, as it attempts to
humanize or explain a figure otherwise defined by horror and mystery.

Pros and Cons of Autobiographical Claims

Pros:

Provides a psychological dimension to an otherwise faceless killer.



Engages public interest and stimulates research into historical crime.

Encourages literary and artistic exploration of crime and human nature.

Cons:

Risk of sensationalism and distortion of facts.

Potential to glorify or romanticize violent crime.

Challenges in verifying authenticity lead to misinformation.

Balancing these aspects is crucial for responsible scholarship and media representation of
Jack the Ripper and related autobiographical claims.

SEO Considerations and the Search for
Authenticity

The phrase autobiography of Jack the Ripper consistently attracts significant online search
volume, reflecting ongoing public intrigue. To address this interest responsibly, content
must emphasize the historical uncertainty and the speculative nature of any claimed
autobiographies.

Incorporating related keywords such as "Jack the Ripper letters," "Whitechapel murders,"
"Ripper suspects," and "historical serial killers" enhances the article’s SEO performance
without sacrificing nuance. Additionally, discussing the psychological and cultural
dimensions of Jack the Ripper’s story enriches the content’s depth, appealing to a broad
audience interested in crime history, forensic investigation, and Victorian-era London.

The enduring mystery of Jack the Ripper ensures that the quest for an
autobiography—whether factual or fictional—will persist. While no genuine firsthand
account has surfaced, the mythologizing of the killer through autobiographical narratives
reflects humanity’s complex relationship with crime, identity, and the unknown.

Through careful examination of historical records, critical analysis of purported
confessions, and acknowledgment of the cultural context, the concept of the
autobiography of Jack the Ripper remains a captivating yet elusive facet of one of history’s
most notorious criminal mysteries.
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2012-01-19 This memoir was recently discovered and appears to have been written in the 1920s by
somone who asserts that he was Jack the Ripper. This person is James Carnac, this memoir written
shortly before his death is an account of his entire life, including a few short months in 1888 when
he became the murderer known to posterity as Jack the Ripper. This book introduces a new suspect
for the infamous murders in Whitechapel in 1888. There is information in this book that does not
appear to be derived from contemporary newspapers or any other publications and the descriptions
of Tottenham in the 1870s, the visits to performances of Jekyll and Hyde, the intricate geography of
Whitechapel in 1888 are written with pin-point accuracy. There is also a credible motive given for
James becoming the murderer Jack and also a reason for the end of the murders. Given the fact that
the author also appear to have knowledge about aspects of the case not in the public arena at the
time it could be that this actually is the autobiography of Jack the Ripper. Ultimately it is up to the
reader to decide if they believe the mystery has been solved at last but even if they end up deciding
the account to be a work of fiction it would still be one of the very earliest imaginings of the Ripper
case, written in the early years of the twentieth century, a fascinating piece of period writing and a
worthy addition to the Ripper canon. Whatever side they come down on there is no question that this
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  autobiography of jack the ripper: The Complete History of Jack the Ripper Philip Sugden,
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Mary Ann Nichols, Annie Chapman, Elizabeth Stride, Katherine Eddowes and Mary Jane Kelly--the
five known victims of Jack the Ripper--are among the most written-about women in history.
Hundreds of books on the Ripper murders describe their deaths in detail. Yet they themselves
remain as mysterious as their murderer. This first ever study of the victims surveys the Ripper
literature to reveal what is known about their lives, how society viewed them at the time of their
deaths, and how attitudes and perceptions of them have (or have not) changed since the Victorian
era.
  autobiography of jack the ripper: London: the Autobiography Jon E. Lewis, 2012-03-01 In
London: The Autobiography the life of the capital is told, for the first time, by those who made it and
saw it at first hand. From Roman times to the 21st century, Londoners and visitors to the city have
recounted the extraordinary events, everyday life and character of this unique and influential city -
from politics, culture, sport, religion, and reportage. This book brings to vivid life the human trial of
the capital including invasions by the Vikings, the brutal execution of Sir Thomas More, the sight of
a whale swimming up the Thames and the rebuilding of St Paul's by Sir Christopher Wren, as well as
the everyday life of the city. Includes contributions from George Orwell, Martin Amis, Dr Johnson,
Karl Marx, Winston Churchill, Fyodor Dostoyevsky, Virginia Woolfe, George Melly, Tacitus, Samuel
Pepys and many others. Packed with personality and character, this book is a must-buy for anyone
interested in London as well as a wonderful story of the city at the heart of the nation. Praise for Jon
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book.' Daily Express [A] compelling tommy's eye view of war from Agincourt to Iraq' Daily Telegraph
  autobiography of jack the ripper: The Dreadful Acts of Jack the Ripper and Other True Tales
of Serial Murder and Prostitutes R. Barri Flowers, From award-winning criminologist R. Barri
Flowers and the bestselling author of Dead at the Saddleworth Moor, Prostitution in the Digital Age,
and The Sex Slave Murders, comes the gripping historical true crime book, The Dreadful Acts of Jack
the Ripper and Other True Tales of Serial Murder and Prostitutes. The renowned Ripperologist taps
into his expertise on serial murderers and sex trade workers in offering an in-depth look at four
noteworthy cases in which the two worlds collide frighteningly. Jack the Ripper, the infamous and
unidentified Victorian serial killer of at least five prostitutes in the dangerous section of London,
known as Whitechapel, in 1888. The Ripper, who slashed and horribly mutilated his sex worker
victims, set the tone for diabolical, vicious, serial slayers to follow for all time. Aileen Wuornos was
an American prostitute, who doubled as a serial killer in murdering seven johns in Florida between
1989 and 1990. She claimed they tried to or succeeded in raping her during the course of
prostituting herself. In the process, Wuornos ended up being apropos for this book as a sex worker
and serial predator. Kendall Francois was an African American serial killer, dubbed the
“Poughkeepsie Killer,” who strangled to death eight streetwalker prostitutes in Poughkeepsie, New
York, between 1996 and 1998. Francois used his own residence as a horrifying house of homicides
and burial ground. The Edmonton Serial Killer represented one or more mostly unidentified serial
killers who targeted and murdered dozens of prostitutes in the city of Edmonton in Alberta, Canada,
between the mid-1970s and the early 2000s, and possibly beyond that. The sex trade worker victims
were often picked up in the city’s red-light district stroll, murdered, and dumped in various killing
fields in rural areas around Edmonton. The book will also chronicle the infamous and colorful 19th
century New Orleans prostitute and serial killer, Mary Jane Jackson, and modern-day American
serial killers of prostitutes, Walter Ellis, nicknamed the “North Side Strangler,” and Vincent
Johnson, dubbed the “Brooklyn Strangler.” Included is a bonus true crime short on Douglas Clark
and Carol Bundy, a serial killer couple who targeted prostitutes on the Sunset Strip in West
Hollywood, California; as well as excerpts from two fascinating historical true tales of child murder,
serial murder, and jealous rage. For fans of true crime tales and literary criminology, this gripping
volume written by someone with the verisimilitude that the subject matter merits will surely hold
your attention from start to finish.
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the gentle lady of the lamp. Instead, through the eyes of his impassioned narrator, Richard Gordon
lays bare the truth of this complex and chilling character.
  autobiography of jack the ripper: Ritual Paul v Walters, 2024-10-13 London 2023. A sadistic
serial killer is on the loose. Dragged out of retirement, DCI Moore returns to the Met in a bid to
apprehend a deranged psychopathic killer. A particular chess piece is left behind at each crime
scene, mirroring the slain victim’s profession. Moore’s off-sider, DS Anderson, realises the killer
selects his victims based on a particular chess move. However, the perpetrator, with meticulous
planning and staging of his kills, is also following a sacred, sacrificial ritual that keeps him one step
ahead in the “game.” Moore, desperate to achieve a result, is frustrated by the internal politics and
glacial pace of the investigation. The momentum begins to move at breakneck speed when the killer
ups the ante with two more slayings. Chillingly, the investigators discover the killer has chosen one
of their own as his final victim. Ritual is a novel full of twists and turns, which will keep readers
fascinated until the last page. “Promises a wild and exciting ride and delivers in spades.” – Michael



Jacobsen, News Ltd., Australia “Walters’ storytelling offers a gripping tale of suspense and intrigue
sure to keep the reader captivated.” – Gold Coast Bulletin, Australia “A must for anyone who loves a
great thriller.” – Alana Woods, freelance reviewer for The Sydney Morning Herald and The
Australian
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Neo-Victorian History: Elizabeth Kostova's The Historian and The Swan Thieves /Andrew Smith --
Reclaiming Plots: Albert Wendt's 'Prospecting' and Victoria Nalani Kneubuhl's Ola Nā Iwi as
Postcolonial Neo-Victorian Gothic /Cheryl D. Edelson -- Monsters against Empire: The Politics and
Poetics of Neo-Victorian Metafiction in The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen /Sebastian Domsch
-- A Bodily Metaphorics of Unsettlement: Leora Farber's Dis-Location / Re-Location as Neo-Victorian
Gothic /Jeanne Ellis -- Neo-Victorian Gothic and Spectral Sexuality in Colm Tóibín's The Master
/Patricia Pulham -- 'Jack the Ripper' as Neo-Victorian Gothic Fiction: Twentieth-Century and
Contemporary Sallies into a Late Victorian Case and Myth /Max Duperray -- Chasing the Dragon:
Bangtails, Toffs, Jack and Johnny in Neo-Victorian Fiction /Sarah E. Maier -- Neo-Victorian Female
Gothic: Fantasies of Self-Abjection /Marie-Luise Kohlke -- Epistemological Rupture and the Gothic
Sublime in Slouching Towards Bedlam /Van Leavenworth -- Dead Words and Fatal Secrets:
Rediscovering the Sensational Document in Neo-Victorian Gothic /Kym Brindle -- 'Fear is Fun and
Fun is Fear': A Reflexion on Humour in Neo-Victorian Gothic /Christian Gutleben -- Contributors --
Index.
  autobiography of jack the ripper: Autobiography of a Johnny Thomas Sawyer Spivey, 1905
  autobiography of jack the ripper: Hayek: A Collaborative Biography R. Leeson, 2015-01-15
F.A. Hayek (1899-1992), the co-leader of the Austrian free market school, embraced the
transparently fraudulent assertion made by Donald McCormick, aka Richard Deacon, in The British
Connection which accused A.C. Pigou, the co-leader of the Cambridge market failure school, of
being a Soviet spy.
  autobiography of jack the ripper: This Is Not My Memoir André Gregory, Todd London,
2020-11-17 The autobiography-of-sorts of André Gregory, an iconic figure in American theater and
the star of My Dinner with André This is Not My Memoir tells the life story of André Gregory, iconic
theatre director, writer, and actor. For the first time, Gregory shares memories from a life lived for
art, including stories from the making of My Dinner with André. Taking on the dizzying, wondrous
nature of a fever dream, This is Not My Memoir includes fantastic and fantastical stories that take
the reader from wartime Paris to golden-age Hollywood, from avant-garde theaters to monasteries in
India. Along the way we meet Jerzy Grotowski, Helene Weigel, Gregory Peck, Gurumayi
Chidvilasananda, Wallace Shawn, and many other larger-than-life personalities. This is Not My
Memoir is a collaboration between Gregory and Todd London who create a portrait of an artist
confronting his later years. Here, too, are the reflections of a man who only recently learned how to
love. What does it mean to create art in a world that often places little value on the process of
creating it? And what does it mean to confront the process of aging when your greatest work of art
may well be your own life?
  autobiography of jack the ripper: The Autobiography of Jack the Ripper as Revealed to
Clanash Farjeon Clanash Farjeon, 2014 A new, powerful, evocative, brilliantly written excursion into
the literature and lore of 'Ripperology'! The author explores the internal life and plumbs the abyss of
sickness, describing in detail those aspects of Victorian London and the baser instincts of capitalism
that incited him, and indeed everything that has made Jack the Ripper the unequaled incubus of
horror and the imaginings that still inhabit our modern nightmares. The author has chosen, from all
the possible suspects, in order to expound his savage theory of serial assassinations, that
high-ranking alienist and psychologist, also a disciple of Freud, Lyttleton Stewart Forbes Winslow.
The book eloquently exposes the stark contrast between the well-to-do districts of the capital of the
British Empire and the stricken area of Whitechapel, scene of the assassinations and the infernal



lodgings of the most downtrodden of that society. This is a story with all the ingredients for those
who are fascinated by the genre, but also with something different and more ... --La Reppublica,
Massimiliano Panarari.
  autobiography of jack the ripper: The Maybrick A to Z Christopher Jones, 2008
  autobiography of jack the ripper: Handbook of Psychobiography William Todd Schultz,
2005-07-07 This exceptionally readable and down-to-earth handbook is destined to become the
definitive guide to psychobiographical research, the application of psychological theory and research
to individual lives of historical importance. It brings together for the first time the world's leading
psychobiographers, writing lucidly on many of the major figures of our age - from Osama Bin Laden
to Elvis Presley.
  autobiography of jack the ripper: The British National Bibliography Arthur James Wells,
2009
  autobiography of jack the ripper: The Autobiography of Jack the Ripper as Revealed to
Clanash Farjeon Clanash Farjeon, 2014
  autobiography of jack the ripper: The BFI Companion to Crime Phil Hardy, 1997-01-01
Robbers, gangsters, murderers, and criminals of every description have long been a staple of
popular entertainment. Movies are no exception, and film buffs and scholars alike now have a
complete guide to the vast array of films that make up the fascinating world of crime cinema. The
BFI Companion to Crime offers detailed information on the sub-genres and motifs of movies dealing
with criminals and their behavior: prison dramas, heist stories, kidnappings, the exploits of serial
killers, juvenile delinquents, and hired guns. Phil Hardy also includes articles on the historical and
social background of crime movies. The Mafia, the Japanese yakuza, the FBI, and the underworld of
union rackets, prostitution, and drugs are some of the topics covered. Fictional characters such as
Sherlock Holmes, Inspector Maigret, Philip Marlow, and Pretty Boy Floyd appear in these pages,
along with the literary sources of many crime films. The works of Graham Greene, Dashiell
Hammett, Mickey Spillane, and Eric Ambler are among those featured. Abundantly illustrated with
more than 500 photographs, this is the book for film enthusiasts and anyone interested in the crime
genre.
  autobiography of jack the ripper: A Dictionary of True Crime Stephen Wade, 2025-02-13 A
comprehensive A-Z guide to notorious and lesser-known extreme crimes, criminals, and legal cases
from the 17th century to today. A Dictionary of True Crime is a guide to the most compelling cases
of extreme and violent crime in the writing files, from the 17th century to present day. Amongst
notorious criminals like Jack the Ripper and the Moors Murderers, lesser-known but provoking cases
which have occupied the writer’s mind for some time are also discussed, with questions and theories
posed, such as those of Walter Rowland, who was twice sentenced to die, and Louie Calvert who,
Wade argues, was innocent of the crime for which she was hanged. As well as murder, other crimes,
including baby farming, arson and treason are also discussed, along with criminals such as
gangsters, pirates and highwaymen and punishments including hanging, flogging and being burnt at
the stake. Professions within crime, for example detectives, hangmen, and the unexpected Kings’
Messengers who were given powers of arrest in their duties feature, along with cases that have
formed points of law which impact the courts even today, and oddities like the ‘cutlery eater’, a
burglar with a strange calling card. Arranged in an A-Z format, this well-researched dictionary from
crime writer Stephen Wade is the perfect read for fans of true crime.
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