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Articles on The Scarlet Letter: Exploring Themes, Symbolism, and Historical Context

Articles on the scarlet letter often delve into the rich layers of meaning embedded in
Nathaniel Hawthorne’s classic novel. This timeless work, published in 1850, continues to
captivate readers and scholars alike due to its complex exploration of sin, guilt, and
redemption in a Puritan society. Whether you’re a student looking for insightful analysis or
a literature enthusiast eager to deepen your understanding, articles on The Scarlet Letter
provide valuable perspectives that illuminate the novel’s enduring significance.

The Enduring Appeal of Articles on The Scarlet
Letter

The Scarlet Letter is not just a story of adultery and punishment; it is a profound
commentary on human nature, societal norms, and the struggle between individual identity
and communal expectations. Articles on The Scarlet Letter often highlight why this 19th-
century novel remains relevant today. Readers are drawn to Hawthorne’s nuanced
portrayal of Hester Prynne, who, despite being ostracized, demonstrates resilience and
strength.

Moreover, articles on The Scarlet Letter frequently examine the novel’s historical context.
Hawthorne’s depiction of Puritan Massachusetts offers a critical look at the rigid moral
codes of the time, shedding light on how those codes affected individuals and shaped
communities. Understanding this backdrop enriches readers’ appreciation of the novel’s
themes and characters.

Common Themes Explored in Articles on The Scarlet
Letter

Articles on The Scarlet Letter typically explore several key themes that define the novel’s
narrative and emotional depth:

- **Sin and Redemption:** Central to the novel is the concept of sin, not just as a moral
failing but as a complex human experience. Articles often analyze how Hester’s punishment
and public shaming contrast with her inner strength and eventual redemption.
- **Guilt and Hypocrisy:** Many articles discuss the duality of guilt experienced by
characters like Reverend Dimmesdale, whose hidden sin contrasts with Hester’s visible
scarlet letter. This theme exposes the hypocrisy within Puritan society.
- **Identity and Society:** The tension between personal identity and social expectations is
a recurring topic. Articles on The Scarlet Letter investigate how Hester navigates her
stigmatized identity and redefines herself beyond the label imposed on her.
- **Nature and the Supernatural:** Hawthorne’s use of natural imagery and symbolic
elements often appears in scholarly articles, highlighting how nature serves as a refuge and



a contrast to the oppressive Puritan world.

Symbolism and Literary Devices in The Scarlet
Letter

One of the reasons The Scarlet Letter inspires such a wealth of articles is its rich symbolism
and use of literary techniques. Exploring these elements can deepen your understanding
and appreciation of the novel.

The Scarlet Letter as a Symbol

The letter “A” that Hester is forced to wear is the most iconic symbol in the novel. Articles
on The Scarlet Letter frequently examine its evolving meaning throughout the story.
Initially, the “A” stands for “adulteress,” marking Hester’s sin and shame. However, as the
narrative progresses, the symbol takes on more complex interpretations, including “able”
and even a mark of resilience and identity. This transformation reflects the fluidity of
meaning and challenges rigid moral judgments.

Use of Allegory and Irony

Hawthorne’s writing is rich with allegorical elements, and many articles highlight how the
novel operates on multiple levels. The Puritan community itself can be seen as an allegory
for a society obsessed with outward appearances and moral rigidity. Irony plays a crucial
role too, particularly in the contrast between public condemnation and private guilt
experienced by characters like Dimmesdale and Chillingworth.

Nature Imagery

Nature often symbolizes freedom and truth in The Scarlet Letter. Articles often point out
how scenes set in the forest differ dramatically from those in the town, representing a place
where societal rules lose their grip and characters confront deeper truths. This use of
setting as a literary device is a common focus in critical essays.

How to Approach Writing Your Own Articles on
The Scarlet Letter

If you’re interested in creating your own article on The Scarlet Letter, here are some tips to
help you craft an engaging and insightful piece:



Choose a Clear Focus: Given the novel’s complexity, it’s useful to narrow your topic.
Whether it’s character analysis, symbolism, or historical context, a focused approach
makes your article more compelling.

Use Evidence from the Text: Support your points with direct quotes and specific
examples. This adds credibility and depth to your analysis.

Incorporate Scholarly Perspectives: Referencing established literary critics or
contrasting different interpretations can enrich your discussion and show a broader
understanding.

Balance Summary and Analysis: While some background is necessary, prioritize
critical insight over mere plot summary to engage readers who may already be
familiar with the story.

Engage with Themes Relatable Today: Connecting the novel’s themes to
contemporary issues like gender roles, societal judgment, or personal identity can
make your article resonate with modern audiences.

The Impact of The Scarlet Letter in Modern
Culture

Articles on The Scarlet Letter also explore the novel’s influence beyond literature. This story
has permeated popular culture through film adaptations, theatrical productions, and even
references in modern media. Discussions often focus on how interpretations of the novel’s
characters and themes have evolved over time.

For instance, modern retellings sometimes emphasize feminist readings of Hester Prynne,
portraying her as a symbol of female empowerment and resistance against patriarchal
oppression. These perspectives are gaining traction in academic articles and cultural
critiques alike, highlighting the novel’s adaptability and continued relevance.

Educational Importance

In many academic settings, articles on The Scarlet Letter are essential resources for
students studying American literature. The novel’s rich themes and historical significance
make it a staple in curricula, and scholarly articles provide the critical tools necessary for
deeper comprehension. Educators often recommend engaging with a variety of articles to
understand multiple viewpoints and critical interpretations.

Controversies and Criticisms in Scholarly Articles

While overwhelmingly praised, The Scarlet Letter has also been the subject of criticism.



Some articles question Hawthorne’s portrayal of Puritan society as overly harsh or
simplistic, while others debate the novel’s moral lessons and character motivations. These
critiques offer a balanced perspective and encourage readers to think critically about the
text rather than accepting it at face value.

Exploring these controversies can be particularly fruitful for anyone writing articles on The
Scarlet Letter, as they open up dialogue and deepen literary analysis.

---

Whether you’re reading articles on The Scarlet Letter for research, teaching, or personal
interest, you’ll find that the novel’s complexity invites endless exploration. Its themes of
sin, identity, and societal judgment remain as compelling today as they were over 170
years ago, proving that great literature continues to inspire thought and discussion across
generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme discussed in most articles
about The Scarlet Letter?
The central theme often discussed is sin and redemption, focusing on how Hester Prynne's
punishment and societal judgment reflect Puritan values and human resilience.

How do articles interpret the symbolism of the scarlet
letter 'A'?
Articles commonly interpret the scarlet letter 'A' as a complex symbol representing
adultery, shame, and social stigma, but also evolving into a symbol of strength and identity
for Hester.

What insights do scholarly articles provide about
Nathaniel Hawthorne's use of setting in The Scarlet
Letter?
Scholarly articles highlight Hawthorne's use of the Puritan New England setting to explore
themes of repression, hypocrisy, and moral rigidity, which amplify the novel's critique of
society.

How do contemporary articles analyze the role of
gender in The Scarlet Letter?
Contemporary articles often analyze gender by discussing Hester's experience as a woman
punished for adultery, reflecting on feminist perspectives and the critique of patriarchal
control.



What do literary articles say about the narrative style
of The Scarlet Letter?
Literary articles note Hawthorne's use of a third-person omniscient narrator with a reflective
and moralizing tone, which contributes to the novel's allegorical depth and thematic
complexity.

How is The Scarlet Letter relevant to modern
discussions on morality and judgment according to
recent articles?
Recent articles argue that The Scarlet Letter remains relevant as it challenges readers to
consider the consequences of societal judgment, the nature of sin, and the possibility of
forgiveness.

What role do articles attribute to the character of
Dimmesdale in The Scarlet Letter?
Articles often portray Dimmesdale as a symbol of internal guilt and hypocrisy, whose secret
sin contrasts with Hester's public punishment, highlighting themes of hidden versus
revealed sin.

How do articles address the historical context of The
Scarlet Letter?
Articles discuss the historical context by examining Puritanical social norms, 17th-century
colonial America, and how Hawthorne critiques the oppressive moral codes of that era.

Additional Resources
Articles on The Scarlet Letter: A Comprehensive Analysis of Themes, Symbolism, and
Cultural Impact

Articles on the Scarlet Letter consistently explore the multifaceted layers of Nathaniel
Hawthorne’s seminal work, revealing its enduring relevance and complexity. Since its
publication in 1850, The Scarlet Letter has inspired countless scholarly articles, literary
critiques, and cultural analyses. These writings delve into the novel’s exploration of sin,
guilt, and redemption, while also examining its rich symbolism and historical context. For
students, educators, and literary enthusiasts, articles on the Scarlet Letter serve as
invaluable resources for understanding the narrative’s depth and its place within American
literature.

Exploring the Core Themes in Articles on The



Scarlet Letter

One of the primary focuses of many articles on the Scarlet Letter is the intricate
examination of the novel’s central themes. Hawthorne’s narrative is often interpreted as a
meditation on the nature of sin and its consequences in a rigid Puritan society. The
protagonist, Hester Prynne, embodies the tension between individual identity and societal
judgment, a subject extensively analyzed in academic and literary critiques alike.

Sin and Redemption

Articles frequently dissect how Hawthorne portrays sin not as a purely moral failing but as a
complex human experience. Hester’s public shaming through the scarlet letter "A" becomes
a symbol of both punishment and resilience. Literary analysts highlight how her
transformation—from a figure of disgrace to one of strength—challenges the simplistic
moral binaries of her community. This nuanced portrayal invites readers to reconsider the
dynamics of guilt and forgiveness.

The Role of Hypocrisy and Judgment

Another recurring subject in articles on the Scarlet Letter is the theme of hypocrisy among
the Puritan leaders, particularly Reverend Dimmesdale. Scholars often contrast
Dimmesdale’s concealed sin with Hester’s public punishment to illustrate the destructive
effects of hidden guilt and societal pretense. This duality raises broader questions about the
nature of justice and the human capacity for hypocrisy.

Symbolism and Literary Devices Highlighted in
Scholarly Articles

The Scarlet Letter is renowned for its rich use of symbolism, a feature that articles
frequently emphasize to unpack the novel’s deeper meanings. Hawthorne’s symbolic
language enriches the narrative, making it a favorite subject for literary analysis.

The Scarlet Letter as a Symbol

The letter "A" itself is a focal point in many articles. Initially representing “adultery,” the
symbol evolves throughout the story to signify “able” and even “angel” in certain contexts.
This evolution is often cited as an example of Hawthorne’s skill in using symbolism to
reflect character development and societal change.



Nature and the Forest

Scholars also explore the contrasting settings of the oppressive Puritan town and the
liberating forest. Articles on the Scarlet Letter highlight how the forest serves as a space of
freedom and natural law, juxtaposed against the rigid moral codes of the town. This setting
functions symbolically to represent the conflict between societal expectations and personal
truth.

The Historical and Cultural Context in Articles on
The Scarlet Letter

Understanding the historical and cultural backdrop of the novel is a common thread in
many articles. Hawthorne’s 19th-century perspective on 17th-century Puritan New England
offers fertile ground for exploring themes of repression, authority, and social order.

Puritan Society and Its Influence

Articles often focus on how Puritanical beliefs shaped the characters’ lives and the
narrative’s moral framework. The stringent social codes and religious dogma depicted in
the novel are analyzed to reveal the broader implications for identity and freedom. This
context helps readers grasp the gravity of Hester’s punishment and the societal pressures
that fuel the plot.

Hawthorne’s Personal Reflections

Many articles on the Scarlet Letter incorporate biographical insights about Nathaniel
Hawthorne, noting how his ancestors’ involvement in the Salem witch trials may have
influenced his critical view of Puritanism. This personal connection adds a layer of
introspection to the novel, which is often discussed in literary reviews and academic
papers.

Comparative Analyses and Adaptations Discussed
in Articles

Beyond thematic and symbolic studies, articles on the Scarlet Letter frequently engage in
comparative analyses with other literary works or explore its adaptations across different
media.



Comparisons with Contemporary Works

Literary critics often compare The Scarlet Letter to contemporaneous novels that address
themes of morality and social conformity, such as Herman Melville’s works or other
transcendentalist literature. These comparisons help situate Hawthorne’s novel within a
broader literary movement and highlight its unique contributions.

Film and Stage Adaptations

Numerous articles examine how The Scarlet Letter has been adapted into films, plays, and
even operas. These critiques evaluate the fidelity of adaptations to the original text, the
interpretive choices made by directors, and the cultural resonance of the story in various
eras. The 1995 film adaptation, for instance, is often analyzed for its modernized portrayal
of Hester and its reception among audiences and critics.

Educational Value and Contemporary Relevance

Articles on the Scarlet Letter also underscore the novel’s enduring educational value. Its
exploration of complex characters and moral dilemmas makes it a staple in high school and
college curricula. Educators and scholars discuss strategies for teaching the novel to
diverse audiences, emphasizing critical thinking and empathy.

Furthermore, the novel’s themes of social ostracism, gender roles, and personal integrity
continue to resonate in contemporary discourse. Modern articles often link the narrative to
ongoing conversations about identity, shame, and societal judgment, demonstrating the
timeless nature of Hawthorne’s work.

In sum, articles on the Scarlet Letter provide a multifaceted examination of one of American
literature’s most influential novels. Through thematic analysis, symbolic interpretation,
historical context, and cultural critique, these writings enrich our understanding of
Hawthorne’s masterpiece and its lasting impact on readers and scholars alike.

Articles On The Scarlet Letter

Find other PDF articles:
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  articles on the scarlet letter: The Threads of The Scarlet Letter Richard Kopley, 2003 The
Threads of The Scarlet Letter offers new discoveries regarding the origins of Hawthorne's
masterpiece, as well as critical interpretations based on these discoveries. Relying on a blend of
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close reading, biographical analysis, and archival research, this book demonstrates anew the power
of traditional scholarship. The Threads of The Scarlet Letter illuminates Hawthorne's transformation
of Poe's celebrated tale The Tell-Tale Heart and Lowell's long-neglected poem A Legend of Brittany
and, identifying the hitherto-unknown author of the seminal narrative The Salem Belle, investigates
Hawthorne's brilliant borrowing from that novel as well. The present volume argues that Hawthorne
repeatedly attenuated his sources, but also allowed sufficient detail to permit their recognition.
Furthermore, this volume elaborates Hawthorne's reworking of formal traditions in The Scarlet
Letter--traditions that importantly clarify the meaning of the whole. The Scarlet Letter is shown to
be a complex rendering of man's fall and redemption, and a triumphant assertion of literary
vocation. The Threads of The Scarlet Letter includes a useful bibliographical overview of the history
of the study of the origins of Hawthorne's greatest work.
  articles on the scarlet letter: The Scarlet Letter - Second Edition Nathaniel Hawthorne,
2004-10-28 Hawthorne's story of the disgraced Hester Prynne (who must wear a scarlet A as the
mark of her adultery), of her illegitimate child, Pearl, and of the righteous minister Arthur
Dimmesdale continues to resonate with modern readers. Set in mid-seventeenth-century Boston, this
powerful tale of passion, Puritanism, and revenge is one of the foremost classics of American
literature. This Broadview edition contains a selection of historical documents that include
Hawthorne's writings on Puritanism, the historical sources of the story, and contemporary reviews of
the novel. New to the second edition are an updated critical introduction and bibliography and, in
the appendices, additional writings by Margaret Fuller, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Henry James, and
William Dean Howells.
  articles on the scarlet letter: The Scarlet Letter Nathaniel Hawthorne, 2009-08 Published in
1850, THE SCARLET LETTER is considered Nathaniel Hawthorne's most famous novel-and the first
quintessentially American novel in style, theme, and language. Set in 17th century Puritan
Massachusetts, THE SCARLET LETTER centers around the travails of Hester Prynne, who gives
birth to an illegitimate child and is quickly introduced to the ugliness, complexity, and ultimately the
strength of the human spirit. Though set in Puritan community centuries ago, the moral dilemmas of
personal responsibility and consuming emotions of guilt, anger, loyalty and revenge presented in
THE SCARLET LETTER are still timeless today.
  articles on the scarlet letter: The Scarlet Letter Nathaniel Hawthorne, 2008-10-09 After a
two-year absence a husband returns to find his wife wearing the scarlet 'A' for Adulteress on her
breast. Determined to find her lover, he embarks on a destructive path of revenge. This edition uses
the most authoritative text, with a wide-ranging critical introduction.
  articles on the scarlet letter: The Scarlet Letter and Other Writings (Second International
Student Edition) (Norton Critical Editions) Nathaniel Hawthorne, 2017-02 This perennially popular
Norton Critical Edition has been revised to reflect the most current scholarly approaches to The
Scarlet Letter—Hawthorne’s most widely read novel—as well as to the five short prose works—“Mrs.
Hutchinson,” “Endicott and the Red Cross,” “Young Goodman Brown,” “The Minister’s Black Veil,”
and “The Birth-mark”—that closely relate to the 1850 novel. This Second Norton Critical Edition also
includes: · Revised and expanded explanatory footnotes, a new preface, and a note on the text by
Leland S. Person. · Key passages from Hawthorne’s notebooks and letters that suggest the close
relationship between his private and public writings · Seven new critical essays by Brook Thomas,
Michael Ryan, Thomas R. Mitchell, Jay Grossman, Jamie Barlowe, John Ronan, and John F. Birk. · A
Chronology and revised and expanded Selected Bibliography.
  articles on the scarlet letter: The Scarlet Mob of Scribblers Jamie Barlowe, 2000 Barlowe
examines the causes and consequences of the continuing disregard for women's scholarship. To that
end, she chronicles The Scarlet Letter's critical reception, analyzes the history of Hester Prynne as a
cultural icon in literature and film, rereads the canonized criticism of the novel, and offers a new
reading of Hawthorne's work by rescuing marginalized interpretations from the alternative canon of
women critics.--BOOK JACKET.
  articles on the scarlet letter: The Scarlet Letter Nathaniel Hawthorne, 2008-08 The Scarlet



Letter. . Many of the earliest books, particularly those dating back to the 1900s and before, are now
extremely scarce and increasingly expensive. We are republishing these classic works in affordable,
high quality, modern editions, using the original text and artwork.
  articles on the scarlet letter: Edgar Allan Poe's the Tell-tale Heart and Other Stories
Harold Bloom, Sterling Professor of Humanities Harold Bloom, 2014-05-14 Presents a collection of
critical essays on Poe's novel, The tell-tale heart, arranged chronologically in the order of their
original publication.
  articles on the scarlet letter: The Complete Works of Nathaniel Hawthorne: Novels,
Short Stories, Poetry, Essays, Letters and Memoirs (Illustrated Edition) Nathaniel
Hawthorne, 2024-01-06 The Complete Works of Nathaniel Hawthorne: Novels, Short Stories, Poetry,
Essays, Letters and Memoirs (Illustrated Edition) offers an extensive compendium of the author's
literary oeuvre, showcasing his mastery in weaving intricate narratives and profound themes that
explore the human condition. Rich with symbolism and imbued with a moral complexity,
Hawthorne's works evoke the tensions of sin and redemption, innocence and experience, against the
backdrop of 19th-century America. This illustrated edition not only illuminates the text with visual
artistry but enhances the reader'Äôs understanding of Hawthorne's psychological depth and
philosophical inquiry. Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804-1864) was a critical figure in American literature,
often associated with the Transcendental Movement yet markedly distinct in his exploration of
darker themes. His heritage, marked by ancestry tied to the Puritanical roots of New England,
provided a fertile ground for his fascination with guilt, the past, and moral ambiguity. Throughout
his life, Hawthorne faced personal struggles, including economic hardships and the shadow of his
family's legacy, which influenced his contemplative and sometimes melancholic writing style. For
readers seeking to delve into the complexities of human nature and the moral quandaries that define
our existence, this illustrated edition of Hawthorne'Äôs complete works serves as an essential
resource. It invites aficionados of American literature, new readers, and scholars alike to engage
deeply with Hawthorne's timeless explorations, leaving an indelible impression that resonates across
generations.
  articles on the scarlet letter: The Atlantic Monthly , 1871
  articles on the scarlet letter: George Eliot’s ‘The Lifted Veil’ Franco Marucci, 2022-01-31 The
negative historical judgment given to George Eliot’s ‘The Lifted Veil’ amounts nowadays to a gross
critical blunder, and in the last three decades the story has been firmly reinstated in Eliot’s major
canon. The premise of the present book is that George Eliot’s oeuvre is a compact macrotext where
themes, motifs, patterns and cultural and personal archetypes recur with variations, and that ‘The
Lifted Veil’ functions as the linchpin of this oeuvre. A sequential approach to the story is authorized
by the use of a mimetic enunciation that simulates a gradual ‘definition’ of events, places, and
characters as they have appeared to the narrating ‘I’ in the course of time until the moment of the
enunciation. Contextualizing ‘The Lifted Veil’ means placing it within Eliot’s oeuvre and against the
background of Victorian mid-century fiction; in a further meaning, seeing it as intersecting various
contemporary genres and subgenres, such as that of the European and American ‘literature of the
veil’, that of the archetypal icon of the femme fatale, that of Wilkie Collins’s ‘dead secret’ novels. The
most significant facet that critical literature on ‘The Lifted Veil’ has tended to overlook is however
the encrypting of the experience of a failed religious conversion and the foreshadowing of the search
for a spiritual and racial identity of Daniel Deronda, the hero of Eliot’s final novel.
  articles on the scarlet letter: View America as an axis of the world through movie
stories Nomadsirius, 2023-11-24 Prologue. Through the historical narrative presented in the film,
we gain insights into America, a pivotal force in the world. The stories of 46 U.S. presidents and 10
movies allow us to delve into the intense conflict between the silver and gold standards throughout
American history. The Roman Empire serves as another pivotal force in the world, with its core
bases shifting from Rome to Constantinople (Istanbul) in the Eastern Roman Empire, Frankfurt and
Vienna in the Holy Roman Empire, London in England, and Washington in the United States since
751 B.C. A fierce battle for money, power, and honor ensues over the inheritance of the Roman legal



system, involving key players like the Medici family (1382-1743), the Rothschild family, and the U.S.
Federal Reserve. The United States, being the first country in the world to adopt a presidential
system, faces skepticism from European politicians who believe this political experiment will fail
within a few years. Despite expectations that a strong president may seek extended terms
resembling royal politics, the United States establishes itself as a model country for democracy, with
the presidential system providing the power to lead the world. From the first president, George
Washington, onwards, a commitment to the constitutional promise of a limited term of office is
strictly adhered to, and the presidential system takes root through the peaceful transfer of power via
elections. The primary election system for various political offices prevents the tyranny of bribery
and abuse of party power, ensuring a more democratic process. In contrast to the Eastern style of
leadership characterized by boss-type interpersonal relationships, the U.S. presidential system relies
on communication with voters to verify one\'s insight and judgment. The U.S. Federal Reserve,
described as a global central bank created by Jews, is positioned as a temple of modern capitalism
on the National Mall in Washington, D.C. It plays a crucial role in determining the economic
conditions of the contemporary world, with key figures like Jerome Hayden Powell leading the
institution.
  articles on the scarlet letter: Civil Disobedience Harold Bloom, Blake Hobby, 2010 The role
of civil disobedience, the act of defying society for the greater good, is examined in 1984, Antigone,
The Crucible, Fahrenheit-451, and many more works.
  articles on the scarlet letter: Internationale Wochenschrift für Wissenschaft Kunst u. Technik
, 1910
  articles on the scarlet letter: Companion to Literature Abby H. P. Werlock, 2009 Praise for
the previous edition:Booklist/RBB Twenty Best Bets for Student ResearchersRUSA/ALA Outstanding
Reference Source ... useful ... Recommended for public libraries and undergraduates.
  articles on the scarlet letter: Americans on Fiction, 1776-1900 Volume 2 Peter Rawlings,
2017-09-29 A collection of prefaces, reviews and articles by Americans on American and European
fiction. Charted in these three volumes, which span 1776 to 1900, is the movement from anxious
defences of the novel as a necessary vehicle of truth and morality to fully-fledged theoretical
exfoliations.
  articles on the scarlet letter: The Complete Works: Novels, Short Stories, Plays, Essays,
Memoirs and Letters: The Portrait of a Lady, The Wings of the Dove, The American, The Bostonians,
The Ambassadors, What Maisie Knew, Washington Square, Daisy Miller… Henry James, 2015-03-31
Table of Contents: Autobiographies: A Small Boy and Others Notes of a Son and Brother The Middle
Years Novels: Confidence Roderick Hudson The Ambassadors The American The Awkward Age The
Bostonians The Europeans The Golden Bowl The Other House The Outcry The Portrait of a Lady The
Princess Casamassima The Reverberator The Sacred Fount The Spoils of Poynton The Tragic Muse
The Whole Family The Wings of the Dove Washington Square Watch and Ward What Maisie Knew
The Ivory Tower (Unfinished) Novellas and Short Stories Plays: A Change of Heart Daisy Miller
Disengaged Guy Domville Pyramus and Thisbe Still Waters Summersoft Tenants The Album The
High Bid The Outcry The Reprobate Essays and Studies: Essays in London and Elsewhere French
Novelists and Poets Hawthorne Notes and Reviews Notes on Novelists Partial Portraits Picture and
Text Portraits of Places The Art of the Novel Views and Reviews William Wetmore Story and His
Friends Within the Rim and Other Essays Collected Travel Sketches: A Little Tour in France English
Hours Italian Hours The American Scene Transatlantic Sketches Collected Letters Collected Works
about Henry James: An Extract from 'The Decay of Lying' by Oscar Wilde Henry James - An
Appreciation by Joseph Conrad Henry James, Jr by William Dean Howells Other Essays: Henry James
by Virginia Woolf Underwoods: Poems Addressed to Henry James by Robert Louis Stevenson
Memoirs and Portraits: An Essay and Letter by Robert Louis Stevenson.
  articles on the scarlet letter: Household News , 1895
  articles on the scarlet letter: The Entanglements of Nathaniel Hawthorne Samuel Coale, 2011
The process of Hawthorne's scholarly canonization, and the ongoing critical and cultural discourse



on his works.Nathaniel Hawthorne, celebrated in his own day for sketches that now seem
sentimental, came only gradually to be fully appreciated for what his friend Herman Melville
diagnosed as the power of blackness in his fiction - the complex moral grappling with sin and guilt.
By the 1850s, Hawthorne had already been accepted into the American canon, and since then, his
works - especially The Scarlet Letter -- have remained ubiquitous in American culture. Along with
this has come an explosion of Hawthorne criticism, from New Criticism, New Historicism, and
Cultural Studies to queer theory, feminist scholarship, and transatlantic criticism, that shows no
signs of slowing. This book charts Hawthorne's canonization and the ongoing critical discourse,
drawing on two senses of entanglement. First the sense from quantum physics, which allows us to
see what were once seen as strict dualisms in Hawthorne as more complex relations where the poles
of the would-be dualities play off of and affect each other; second, the sense of critics being tangled
up in, caught up in, Hawthorne the man and his work and in previous critics' views of him. Charting
the course of Hawthorne criticism as well as his place in popular culture, this book sheds light also
on the culture in which his reception has occurred. Samuel Chase Coale is Professor of American
Literature and Culture at Wheaton College, Norton, Massachusetts.
  articles on the scarlet letter: The Scarlet Letter Nathaniel Hawthorne, 2011-03 Set in
17th-century Puritan Boston during the years 1642 to 1649, The Scarlet Letter tells the story of
Hester Prynne, who conceives through an adulterous affair and struggles to create a new life of
repentance and dignity. The story begins during the summer of 1642, near Boston, Massachusetts,
in a Puritan village. A young woman, Hester Prynne, has been led from the town prison with her
infant daughter in her arms. On the breast of her gown is a rag of scarlet The Scarlet Letter cloth
that assumed the shape of a letter. It is the uppercase letter A. The Scarlet Letter A represents the
act of adultery that she has committed, and it is to be a symbol of her sin-a badge of shame-for all to
see. The Scarlet Letter was published as a novel in the spring of 1850 by Ticknor & Fields, beginning
Hawthorne's most lucrative period as a writer. When he delivered the final pages to Fields in
February 1850, Hawthorne said that some portions of the book are powerfully written but doubted it
would be popular. In fact, the book was an instant best-seller though, over fourteen years, it brought
its author only $1,500. Its initial publication brought wide protest from natives of Salem, who did not
approve of how Hawthorne had depicted them in his introduction The Custom-House. A 2,500-copy
second edition of The Scarlet Letter included a preface by Hawthorne dated March 30, 1850, that
stated he had decided to reprint his introduction without the change of a word... The only
remarkable features of the sketch are its frank and genuine good-humor... As to enmity, or ill-feeling
of any kind, personal or political, he utterly disclaims such motives. The Scarlet Letter was one of
the first mass-produced books in America. Into the mid-nineteenth century, bookbinders of
home-grown literature typically hand-made their books and sold them in small quantities. The first
mechanized printing of The Scarlet Letter, 2,500 volumes, sold out within ten days, and was widely
read and discussed to an extent not much experienced in the young country up until that time.
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