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History of Prisons in the United States Timeline

history of prisons in the united states timeline reveals a complex journey shaped by evolving societal
values, legal reforms, and shifting attitudes toward punishment and rehabilitation. From early colonial
jails to the sprawling modern prison-industrial complex, the American penal system has undergone
significant transformations. Understanding this timeline not only sheds light on how incarceration

practices developed but also helps frame ongoing debates about justice, equity, and reform.

Early Foundations: Colonial and Post-Revolutionary Era

The origins of the prison system in America date back to the 17th and 18th centuries when
incarceration was primarily a temporary measure rather than a form of long-term punishment. Early
colonial jails were often rudimentary and served more as holding cells until trial or corporal

punishments such as whipping or public shaming were administered.

Colonial Jails and Their Purpose

During the colonial period, jails were small and often run locally. Their main function was detention
rather than rehabilitation. Punishments favored public humiliation or physical penalties, reflecting
English common law influences. Imprisonment for extended periods was rare because of the high cost

and lack of infrastructure.



Post-Revolutionary Changes

After the American Revolution, there was a growing interest in reforming criminal justice. Influenced by
Enlightenment thinkers like John Locke and Cesare Beccaria, reformers began advocating for more
humane treatment of offenders. This period saw the introduction of penitentiaries designed to

encourage penitence and moral reform through solitary confinement and labor.

The Birth of the Penitentiary System: Late 18th to Early 19th

Century

The late 1700s and early 1800s marked a pivotal shift toward structured incarceration as a tool for
rehabilitation. The term “penitentiary” itself emphasizes the goal of penitence, reflecting a philosophy

that prisoners should reflect on their crimes and reform.

The Pennsylvania and Auburn Systems

Two competing models emerged during this era:

¢ Pennsylvania System: Also known as the separate system, it emphasized solitary confinement to
prevent moral contamination and encourage reflection. Eastern State Penitentiary, opened in

1829, became a famous example.

e Auburn System: This model allowed inmates to work together during the day but enforced
silence and isolation at night. It was seen as more cost-effective and became widely adopted in

New York and beyond.



Both systems shaped the architecture, daily routines, and penal philosophy of prisons for decades,

though debates about their effectiveness and humanity continued.

Mid to Late 19th Century: Expansion and Reform

As America grew, so did its prison population. The 19th century witnessed the spread of penitentiaries
across states, alongside a growing recognition of the need for prison reform, especially regarding

juvenile offenders and women.

Prison Labor and Industrialization

The rise of industrialization brought about the use of prison labor on a larger scale. Inmates were put
to work in manufacturing and agriculture, often under harsh conditions. This practice sparked

controversy but was justified as a way to instill discipline and reduce incarceration costs.

Reform Movements and Their Impact

Reformers like Dorothea Dix advocated for better conditions, especially for mentally ill inmates, who
were often housed alongside criminals. This period also saw the development of separate juvenile

facilities and increased attention to rehabilitation programs.

20th Century: The Rise of Mass Incarceration and Modern



Prisons

The 20th century brought profound changes to the prison landscape in the United States, driven by

social, political, and economic factors.

Progressive Era Reforms

Early in the century, the Progressive Era introduced parole systems, probation, and improved prison
conditions. The idea was to reintegrate offenders into society and reduce recidivism through education

and vocational training.

The War on Drugs and Prison Boom

Starting in the 1970s, the War on Drugs dramatically increased incarceration rates. Mandatory
minimum sentences and “three strikes” laws led to overcrowded prisons and disproportionately
affected minority communities. This period marked the beginning of what many call the era of mass

incarceration.

Privatization and the Prison-Industrial Complex

The late 20th century also saw the rise of private prisons, where incarceration became a profitable
industry. Critics argue that this created perverse incentives to keep incarceration rates high, impacting

criminal justice policies and prison conditions.



Recent Developments: Reform and Reconsideration

In the 21st century, there has been growing awareness of the challenges posed by the existing prison

system, sparking efforts toward reform.

Criminal Justice Reform Movements

Movements advocating for sentencing reform, alternatives to incarceration, and improved rehabilitation
programs have gained momentum. Some states have reduced prison populations by revising drug

laws and expanding diversion programs.

Technology and Rehabilitation

Modern prisons are increasingly experimenting with technology to improve security and offer
educational opportunities. Virtual learning, mental health services, and reentry programs are becoming

more common, reflecting a shift towards rehabilitation over punishment.

Key Milestones in the History of Prisons in the United States

Timeline

To put it all in perspective, here’s a brief timeline highlighting some crucial moments:

1. 1790: Walnut Street Jail in Philadelphia is transformed into the first American penitentiary

focused on reform.



2. 1829: Eastern State Penitentiary opens, introducing the Pennsylvania System of solitary

confinement.
3. 1870s: Rise of prison labor and industrial workshops.
4. 1913: Establishment of the Federal Bureau of Prisons to oversee federal incarceration.
5. 1971: Launch of the War on Drugs under President Nixon.

6. 1980s-1990s: Expansion of mandatory minimums and three strikes laws, leading to mass

incarceration.
7. 1990s-present: Growth of private prisons and increasing debates over prison reform.

8. 2010s: Introduction of bipartisan criminal justice reform acts aimed at reducing sentences and

improving reentry.

Understanding the Evolution of American Prisons

Exploring the history of prisons in the United States timeline reveals how penal philosophies have
shifted from corporal punishment to rehabilitation and back again to punitive measures. It also
highlights the social and political forces that influence incarceration trends — including race,

economics, and public opinion.

By learning about this timeline, policymakers, advocates, and citizens can better grasp the challenges
and opportunities in creating a more just and effective criminal justice system. Whether considering the
legacy of solitary confinement or the implications of mass incarceration, the past provides invaluable

lessons for the future of American prisons.



Frequently Asked Questions

When was the first prison established in the United States?

The first prison in the United States, the Walnut Street Jail, was established in Philadelphia in 1773

and is considered the first penitentiary.

What was the significance of the Pennsylvania System in prison
history?

The Pennsylvania System, developed in the early 19th century, emphasized solitary confinement to

encourage penitence and rehabilitation, influencing prison designs and practices nationwide.

How did the Auburn System differ from the Pennsylvania System?

The Auburn System, developed in New York in the 1820s, allowed inmates to work together silently
during the day and isolated them at night, contrasting with the complete isolation of the Pennsylvania

System.

When did the United States begin implementing reform movements in
prisons?

Prison reform movements began in the mid-19th century, focusing on rehabilitation, education, and

improving living conditions for inmates.

What major changes occurred in the U.S. prison system during the

20th century?

The 20th century saw the rise of the modern penitentiary system, increased use of prisons for
punishment and rehabilitation, the introduction of parole and probation, and later, the expansion of

mass incarceration starting in the 1970s.



Additional Resources

History of Prisons in the United States Timeline

history of prisons in the united states timeline reveals a complex evolution shaped by social, political,
and economic forces over several centuries. The development of the American penal system reflects
broader changes in societal attitudes toward crime, punishment, and rehabilitation. From colonial-era
jails to modern supermax facilities, the timeline of U.S. prisons offers profound insights into the shifting

philosophies of justice and corrections.

The Early Foundations: Colonial and Post-Revolutionary

Periods

The origins of incarceration in what would become the United States trace back to the colonial period
in the 17th century. Early jails were rudimentary holding facilities, primarily used to detain accused
individuals awaiting trial or punishment. These structures were often small, poorly maintained, and

lacked formal systems for rehabilitation.

In the colonial era, corporal punishment, fines, and public shaming were more common than long-term
imprisonment. However, as urban centers grew, so did the need for more structured penal institutions.
The late 18th century marked a turning point with the American Revolution fostering new ideas about

justice, liberty, and the role of government in administering punishment.

By the late 1700s, the United States began experimenting with penitentiaries—facilities designed not
just to punish but to reform offenders. This reflected the Enlightenment-era belief in the possibility of

moral rehabilitation through isolation and labor.



The Emergence of the Pennsylvania and Auburn Systems

The early 19th century saw the establishment of two dominant prison models: the Pennsylvania
system and the Auburn system. Both sought to improve upon the brutal and chaotic conditions of

earlier jails but differed significantly in their approaches.

¢ Pennsylvania System: Also known as the “separate system,” it emphasized solitary confinement.
Inmates were isolated to reflect on their crimes and reform through penitence. The Eastern State

Penitentiary, opened in 1829, became the flagship of this model.

¢ Auburn System: This model allowed inmates to work together silently during the day but required
solitary confinement at night. It focused on discipline through regimented labor and silence. The

Auburn Prison in New York, established in 1817, exemplified this approach.

These systems influenced prison design and policy across the nation, marking the first large-scale

institutionalization of incarceration as a primary form of punishment.

Prison Expansion and Reform Movements: Mid to Late 19th

Century

The 19th century was characterized by rapid growth in the prison population, influenced by
industrialization, urbanization, and changing laws. The rise of penitentiaries coincided with the abolition

of many corporal punishments and the decline of public executions.

However, the period also exposed significant flaws in the prison system. Overcrowding, poor

sanitation, and abuse were rampant, leading to public outcry and reform efforts. The prison reform



movement gained momentum, driven by figures such as Dorothea Dix, who advocated for better

conditions and treatment of mentally ill inmates.

Introduction of Rehabilitative Programs

Toward the late 1800s, prisons began incorporating educational and vocational training programs
aimed at preparing inmates for reintegration into society. This shift reflected growing optimism about

rehabilitation and the potential to reduce recidivism.

Simultaneously, the convict lease system emerged in southern states after the Civil War, exploiting
primarily African American prisoners for forced labor under often brutal conditions. This system has
been widely criticized for perpetuating racial injustice and economic exploitation under the guise of

penal labor.

20th Century: Modernization, Mass Incarceration, and Policy

Shifts

The 20th century witnessed transformative changes in the U.S. prison system. Early decades focused
on professionalizing corrections, improving facilities, and expanding parole and probation systems.
However, the latter half saw a dramatic rise in incarceration rates, a trend with profound social

implications.

The Rise of Mass Incarceration

Beginning in the 1970s and accelerating through subsequent decades, the United States experienced
an unprecedented increase in its prison population. This surge was fueled by policies such as the War

on Drugs, mandatory minimum sentences, and “three strikes” laws, which imposed harsh penalties on



repeat offenders.
The consequences of mass incarceration are multifaceted:
e Overcrowding: Many prisons operate well beyond capacity, leading to deteriorating living
conditions and increased violence.

¢ Racial Disparities: Minority communities, particularly African Americans and Hispanics, are

disproportionately represented in the prison population.

¢ Economic Costs: The financial burden of maintaining a vast prison system strains federal, state,

and local budgets.

Shift Toward Alternatives and Criminal Justice Reform

In recent years, growing awareness of the limitations and failures of mass incarceration has spurred
reforms. Efforts include increased use of diversion programs, sentencing reforms, and investments in

rehabilitation and reentry services.

Technological advances and policy innovations are also reshaping corrections, with some jurisdictions

experimenting with evidence-based practices aimed at reducing recidivism and improving outcomes.

Key Milestones in the History of U.S. Prisons

To understand the full scope of the history of prisons in the United States timeline, it is useful to

highlight some pivotal events and legislative acts:



N

. 1790: Walnut Street Jail in Philadelphia is converted into the first penitentiary, signaling a shift

toward incarceration for reform.

2. 1829: Opening of Eastern State Penitentiary, introducing the Pennsylvania system of solitary

confinement.
3. 1870s-1890s: Convict lease system proliferates in the post-Reconstruction South.

4. 1930s: The federal prison system is established, including the creation of the Federal Bureau of

Prisons (1930).
5. 1970s: Sentencing reforms and the War on Drugs lead to skyrocketing incarceration rates.

6. 1994: Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act increases funding for prisons and

expands the use of the death penalty.

7. 2010s-Present: Growing bipartisan support for criminal justice reform, including the First Step

Act (2018).

Contemporary Reflections on the United States Prison System

The history of prisons in the United States timeline is not just a chronicle of buildings and policies but
a mirror reflecting national values and contradictions. While prisons have evolved from simple holding
cells to complex institutions, debates continue about their purpose—punishment, deterrence,

rehabilitation, or societal protection.

Modern discourse also grapples with the legacy of racial and economic disparities embedded within



the penal system. The ongoing reform efforts highlight a desire to balance public safety with human

dignity and justice.

Understanding the historical context enriches this conversation, reminding policymakers and the public
alike that the prison system is a product of choices—choices that can be reimagined to foster a more

equitable and effective approach to criminal justice.
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history of prisons in the united states timeline: Relearning History Joe Regenbogen,
2018-01-15 For many students, the traditional approach to the study of history does not work. The
litany of facts arranged in a chronological sequence often turns out to be mind numbing and
forgettable. In addition, they see little relevance between the past and the world they live in today.
Relearning History was written for those students. Instead of reviewing the traditional time line of
the past, the focus is directed at questions relevant to the present. Why does the two-party system
dominate American politics? Why is wealth so unevenly distributed? Why does race and gender still
play such a large role in modern society? Why has there never been a World War Three? These
“why” questions, along with 11 others, serve as the foundation for a discussion of history so that the
study of the past is inexorably linked to a enhanced understanding of the present. Students who are
currently enrolled in history classes can use Relearning History to supplement and enrich the
traditional curriculum. Some may even want to use it in place of the traditional curriculum. As for
those adults who have completed their formal education and never learned much in their earlier
history classes, this book will give them the chance to finally study history in a meaningful manner.

history of prisons in the united states timeline: Introduction to Corrections Robert D.
Hanser, 2019-01-02 Introduction to Corrections provides students with a comprehensive foundation
of corrections that is practitioner-driven and grounded in modern research and theoretical origins.
This text uniquely illustrates how the day-to-day practitioner conducts business in the field of
corrections in both institutional and community settings. Experienced correctional practitioner,
scholar, and author Robert D. Hanser shows students how the corrections system actually works,
from classification, to security, to treatment, to demonstrating how and why correctional practices
are implemented. Furthering the reality of the modern correctional experience, the Third Edition
includes a new chapter on immigration detention centers. This title is accompanied by a complete
teaching and learning package. Digital Option / Courseware SAGE Vantage is an intuitive digital
platform that delivers this text’s content and course materials in a learning experience that offers
auto-graded assignments and interactive multimedia tools, all carefully designed to ignite student
engagement and drive critical thinking. Built with you and your students in mind, it offers simple
course set-up and enables students to better prepare for class. Assignable Video with Assessment
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Assignable video (available with SAGE Vantage) is tied to learning objectives and curated exclusively
for this text to bring concepts to life. LMS Cartridge (formerly known as SAGE Coursepacks): Import
this title’s instructor resources into your school’s learning management system (LMS) and save time.
Don’t use an LMS? You can still access all of the same online resources for this title via the
password-protected Instructor Resource Site. SAGE Lecture Spark: Designed to save you time and
ignite student engagement, these free weekly lecture launchers focus on current event topics tied to
key concepts in Criminal Justice.

history of prisons in the united states timeline: The History and Future of Correctional
Psychology Philip R. Magaletta, Marguerite Ternes, Marc Patry, 2023-08-30 This edited volume
provides a comprehensive overview of correctional psychology, considering the history and future of
the practice. With contributions from expert leaders in the field of correctional psychology - the
application of psychological evaluation, treatment, and management of offenders in jails, prisons,
and other correctional settings - the early history is presented through a series of brief biographical
sketches of the field’s early pioneers. Moving forward, the period of growth and development of key
concepts that advanced and matured the field is presented. Finally, directions that remain relevant
as the future of correctional psychology unfolds are presented. Ideal for correctional psychology
practitioners, students of correctional and forensic psychology, and those interested in the history of
psychology, this unique volume traces the ongoing development of a crucial area of psychological
practice.

history of prisons in the united states timeline: Crime and Criminal Justice Stacy L.
Mallicoat, Denise Paquette Boots, 2023-12-13 Crime and Criminal Justice, Third Edition provides
accessible and comprehensive coverage of all aspects of the criminal justice system, as well as
innovative chapters on victims and criminal justice policy. Utilizing a format that’s designed to
increase student engagement and critical thinking, each chapter is followed by two Current
Controversy debates that dive into a critical issue in criminal justice. They challenge misconceptions
and provide a balanced debate of both the pros and cons of each issue, followed by probing
questions to help students wrestle with these timely topics. With contemporary examples that
students can easily apply and a broad range of effective learning tools they can utilize, authors Stacy
L. Mallicoat and Denise Paquette Boots guide students beyond the surface towards a deeper
understanding of the criminal justice system.

history of prisons in the united states timeline: A History of Private Policing in the
United States Wilbur R. Miller, 2018-11-29 Private law enforcement and order maintenance have
usually been seen as working against or outside of state authority. A History of Private Policing in
the United States surveys private policing since the 1850s to the present, arguing that private
agencies have often served as a major component of authority in America as an auxiliary of the state.
Wilbur R. Miller defines private policing broadly to include self-defense, stand your ground laws, and
vigilantism, as well as private detectives, security guards and patrols from gated community security
to the Guardian Angels. He also covers the role of detective agencies in controlling labor organizing
through spies, guards and strikebreakers. A History of Private Policing in the United States is an
overview integrating various components of private policing to place its history in the context of the
development of the American state.

history of prisons in the united states timeline: Introduction to Corrections David H.
MCcElreath, Linda Keena, Greg Etter, Ellis Stuart, Jr., 2011-07-27 Millions in our nation are under
some type of judicial sanction, with some individuals behind bars but the majority serving their
sentences while living and working among us. Introduction to Corrections examines predominant
issues related to the system of administering to offenders in the United States. Written in a simple,
concise style and enhanced with discussion questions and a list of key terms in each chapter, this
volume begins with an overview of the system and a historical review and then focuses on select
issues, including: Sentencing goals and rationales, and types of sentencing Noncustodial
supervision, including probation, electronic monitoring, home confinement, halfway houses, and
offender registration Parole and postconfinement release Jail, prison, and jurisdictional differences



in correction systems Challenges faced by corrections personnel, including overcrowding, health
issues, sexual assault in institutions, and prison gangs Constitutional challenges to inmate controls
Issues related to victims’ rights, including federal and state funds and notification programs
Correctional counseling perspectives and prevailing sociological theories Controversies surrounding
capital punishment in the United States Juvenile corrections, including probation, parole, and life
sentences for minors The evolution of corrections in the United States has spanned three centuries
and has moved from an origin of basic community-based confinement to an extensive system that
includes federal, state, local, private, and military facilities and programs. Examining diverse topics
relevant to a range of professionals in the corrections community, this book explores the functions of
corrections as well as those who serve in the profession.

history of prisons in the united states timeline: A Brief Introduction to Criminal Justice
Kenneth J. Peak, Tamara D. Madensen-Herold, 2019-11-05 A Brief Introduction to Criminal Justice:
Practice and Process is a condensed version of the best-selling Introduction to Criminal Justice:
Practice and Process by Kenneth ]. Peak and Tamara D. Madensen-Herold. This new text uses a
practical, applied approach to teach students the fundamentals of the U.S. criminal justice system in
a concise and accessible format. The authors draw on their many years of combined practitioner and
academic experience to explain the importance of criminal justice and show how key trends,
emerging issues, and practical lessons can be applied in the field. This title is accompanied by a
complete teaching and learning package.

history of prisons in the united states timeline: A Brief Introduction to Corrections Robert
D. Hanser, 2019-11-30 A Brief Introduction to Corrections is a condensed version of the best-selling
Introduction to Corrections by Robert D. Hanser. This new text provides students with an overview
of corrections that is both practitioner-driven and grounded in modern research. Experienced
correctional practitioner and scholar Robert D. Hanser shows readers how the corrections system
actually works, from classification to security and treatment to demonstrating how and why
correctional practices are implemented.

history of prisons in the united states timeline: Hell Is a Very Small Place Jean Casella,
James Ridgeway, Sarah Shourd, 2014-11-11 “An unforgettable look at the peculiar horrors and
humiliations involved in solitary confinement” from the prisoners who have survived it (New York
Review of Books). On any given day, the United States holds more than eighty-thousand people in
solitary confinement, a punishment that—beyond fifteen days—has been denounced as a form of
cruel and degrading treatment by the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture. Now, in a book that will
add a startling new dimension to the debates around human rights and prison reform, former and
current prisoners describe the devastating effects of isolation on their minds and bodies, the
solidarity expressed between individuals who live side by side for years without ever meeting one
another face to face, the ever-present specters of madness and suicide, and the struggle to maintain
hope and humanity. As Chelsea Manning wrote from her own solitary confinement cell, “The
personal accounts by prisoners are some of the most disturbing that I have ever read.” These
firsthand accounts are supplemented by the writing of noted experts, exploring the psychological,
legal, ethical, and political dimensions of solitary confinement. “Do we really think it makes sense to
lock so many people alone in tiny cells for twenty-three hours a day, for months, sometimes for years
at a time? That is not going to make us safer. That’s not going to make us stronger.” —President
Barack Obama “Elegant but harrowing.” —San Francisco Chronicle “A potent cry of anguish from
men and women buried way down in the hole.” —Kirkus Reviews

history of prisons in the united states timeline: Introduction to Criminal Justice Lawrence F.
Travis III, 2011-03-28 This student-friendly introductory core text describes the criminal justice
process in the United States — outlining the decisions, practices, people, and issues involved. It
provides a solid introduction to the mechanisms of the criminal justice system, with balanced
coverage of the issues presented by each facet of the process, including a thorough review of
practices and controversies in law enforcement, the criminal courts, and corrections. * Each chapter
is enhanced by important terms, boxes, photos, and review questions * New edition includes updated



statistics and an extended focus on theoretical approaches throughout the text * New information
and attention added on terrorism and homeland security issues * An easy-to-access glossary offers a
complete collection of essential terms in criminal justice

history of prisons in the united states timeline: Introduction to Criminal Justice Bradley D.
Edwards, Lawrence F. Travis III, 2015-05-20 This student-friendly introductory text describes the
criminal justice process—outlining the decisions, practices, people, and issues involved. It provides a
solid introduction to the mechanisms of the criminal justice system, with balanced coverage of the
issues presented by each facet of the process, including a thorough review of practices and
controversies in law enforcement, the criminal courts, and corrections.

history of prisons in the united states timeline: The Criminal Justice System Ronald J.
Waldron, Chester L. Quarles, David H. McElreath, Michelle E. Waldron, David Ethan Milstein,
2017-07-27 The Criminal Justice System: An Introduction, Fifth Edition incorporates the latest
developments in the field while retaining the basic organization of previous editions which made this
textbook so popular. Exploring the police, prosecutors, courts, and corrections, including probation
and parole, the book moves chronologically through the differen

history of prisons in the united states timeline: The Social History of Crime and
Punishment in America: A-De Wilbur R. Miller, 2012-08-10 This comprehensive and authoratative
four-volume work surveys the history and philosophy of crime, punishment, and criminal justice
institutions in America from colonial times to the present.

history of prisons in the united states timeline: Prison and the Penal System Michael
Newton, 2010 An overview of the criminal justice system in the United States that reviews the
history of prisons and the penal system from the beginning of the seventeenth century to the early
twenty-first, and discusses methods of punishment; local, state, and federal prisons; alternative
sentencing, and related topics.

history of prisons in the united states timeline: Military Captives in the United States
Craig A. Munsart, 2025-06-05 Since the beginning of the Revolutionary War, the United States has
actively pursued military operations both domestic and foreign. Prisoners of war represent a natural
consequence of such actions, and throughout history, many of them have been incarcerated within
the borders of the United States. Incorporating both existing and purpose-built prisoner facilities,
the nation has held over one million prisoners, many transported here from across the globe.
Detention facilities existed in almost every state, from large population centers to remote rural
areas. Many such facilities have been preserved, while others have been destroyed by the country's
expanding population. Exhaustively researched and thoroughly illustrated, this book seeks to fill a
void, examining the history of domestically imprisoned POWs from the Revolutionary War through
World War II. In addition to foreign nationals from Asia, Europe and Latin America, even American
citizens associated with foreign combatants have had their rights abrogated, as they too were
imprisoned without legal recourse. This book presents a history that has long been ignored, and one
which has a legacy in many Americans' own backyard.

history of prisons in the united states timeline: We the Pizza Muhammad Abdul-Hadi,
2025-02-11 Knock-out recipes for award-winning, Philadelphia-style pizzas, wings, shakes, and more,
from Down North, the pizzeria owned and operated exclusively by formerly incarcerated people,
featuring poignant stories from its employees. Created and launched by Philly born-and-bred
entrepreneur Muhammad Abdul-Hadi, the mission of Down North Pizza is to reduce recidivism rates
in North Philly and serve up the most insanely delicious food while doing it. We the Pizza tells the
Down North story about how the restaurant fulfills its mission to educate and support the formerly
incarcerated while serving dope food. A testament to survival and second chances, this cookbook
offers recipes for the tender, crispy-edged, square-cut, sauce-on-top pies that are Down North’s
signature dish; a whole chapter is devoted to vegetarian and vegan pizzas like No Better Love made
with four cheeses and the arrabbiata-inspired Norf Sauce, while the meat and seafood pizza chapter
features their most popular Roc the Mic pepperoni pie as well as the smoky berbere-brisket Tales of
a Hustler and Say Yes, topped with jerk turkey sausage, roasted butternut squash, kale, ricotta, and



lemon-honey drizzle. The 65 recipes for pizzas along with classic and creative wings, fries,
lemonades, and shakes are paired with cinematic photography of the pizzas in their natural setting
and out in the wilds of Philadelphia, with lots of journalistic-style photography of the Down North
crew making dough and slinging pies. At the same time, We the Pizza provides detailed historical
information about incarceration in the United States along with empowering stories from Down
North’s formerly incarcerated staff. And with exclusive pizza recipes from renowned chef-supporters
like Marc Vetri and Marcus Samuelsson, We the Pizza celebrates ingeniously delicious pizza, as well
as the power people have to rise above their circumstances—if simply given the chance.

history of prisons in the united states timeline: The Little Book of Race and Restorative
Justice Fania E. Davis, 2019-04-16 In our era of mass incarceration, gun violence, and Black Lives
Matters, a handbook showing how racial justice and restorative justice can transform the
African-American experience in America. This timely work will inform scholars and practitioners on
the subjects of pervasive racial inequity and the healing offered by restorative justice practices.
Addressing the intersectionality of race and the US criminal justice system, social activist Fania E.
Davis explores how restorative justice has the capacity to disrupt patterns of mass incarceration
through effective, equitable, and transformative approaches. Eager to break the still-pervasive,
centuries-long cycles of racial prejudice and trauma in America, Davis unites the racial justice and
restorative justice movements, aspiring to increase awareness of deep-seated problems as well as
positive action toward change. Davis highlights real restorative justice initiatives that function from
a racial justice perspective; these programs are utilized in schools, justice systems, and
communities, intentionally seeking to ameliorate racial disparities and systemic inequities. Chapters
include: Chapter 1: The Journey to Racial Justice and Restorative Justice Chapter 2: Ubuntu: The
Indigenous Ethos of Restorative Justice Chapter 3: Integrating Racial Justice and Restorative Justice
Chapter 4: Race, Restorative Justice, and Schools Chapter 5: Restorative Justice and Transforming
Mass Incarceration Chapter 6: Toward a Racial Reckoning: Imagining a Truth Process for Police
Violence Chapter 7: A Way Forward She looks at initiatives that strive to address the historical
harms against African Americans throughout the nation. This newest addition the Justice and
Peacebuilding series is a much needed and long overdue examination of the issue of race in America
as well as a beacon of hope as we learn to work together to repair damage, change perspectives, and
strive to do better.

history of prisons in the united states timeline: American Prisons and Jails Vidisha Barua
Worley, Robert M. Worley, 2018-12-07 This two-volume encyclopedia provides a comprehensive and
authoritative examination of the history and current character of American prisons and jails and
their place in the U.S. corrections system. This encyclopedia provides a rigorous and comprehensive
summary of correctional systems and practices and their evolution throughout US history. Topics
include sentencing norms and contemporary developments; differences between local jails and
prisons and regional, state, and federal systems; violent and nonviolent inmate populations;
operations of state and federal prisons, including well-known prisons such as ADX-Florence,
Alcatrez, Attica, Leavenworth, and San Quentin; privately run, for-profit prisons as well as the
companies that run them; inmate culture, including prisoner-generated social hierarchies, prisoner
slang, gangs, drug use, and violence; prison trends and statistics, including racial, ethnic, age,
gender, and educational breakdowns; the death penalty; and post-incarceration outcomes, including
recidivism. The set showcases contributions from some of the leading scholars in the fields of
correctional systems and practices and will be a valuable resource for anyone interested in learning
more about American prisons, jails, and community corrections.

history of prisons in the united states timeline: Covid-19 Unmasked: The News, The
Science, And Common Sense Winfried Just, 2021-03-11 How can we keep up with the deluge of
information about COVID-19 and tell which parts are most important and trustworthy?We read:
'‘Scientists recommend’, 'Experts warn', 'A new model predicts'. How do scientific experts come up
with their recommendations? What do their predictions really mean for us, for our friends, and our
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