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Chris Van Allsburg Just a Dream: Exploring the Magic Behind the Story

chris van allsburg just a dream is a phrase that instantly brings to mind the enchanting world of
children's literature and whimsical storytelling. Chris Van Allsburg, a celebrated author and illustrator,
is known for crafting captivating narratives that blend reality and fantasy in a unique way. Among his
many works, "Just a Dream" stands out as a poignant and imaginative tale that resonates with
readers of all ages. In this article, we’ll dive deep into the story, its themes, and the artistry that
makes Chris Van Allsburg’s work so special.

Understanding Chris Van Allsburg’s “Just a Dream”

Chris Van Allsburg’s “Just a Dream” is a beautifully illustrated picture book that tells the story of a boy
named Walter who takes his environment for granted. Through a series of vivid dreams, Walter learns
about the consequences of pollution, deforestation, and neglecting the world around him. The story
gently nudges young readers to think about their impact on the planet, wrapped in a narrative that is
both magical and thought-provoking.

The Plot and Its Environmental Message

At its core, “Just a Dream” follows Walter as he falls asleep and experiences a series of dreams where
the world is drastically affected by human carelessness. Each dream highlights a different
environmental issue, such as polluted rivers, extinct animals, and barren landscapes. When Walter
awakens, he is inspired to change his habits, making the book a subtle call to action for children to
become more environmentally conscious.

This approach is a hallmark of Chris Van Allsburg’s storytelling style—using fantasy and surreal
imagery to convey real-world messages. His ability to communicate serious themes through a child-
friendly lens helps the book resonate with young audiences without feeling preachy.

The Artistic Style of Chris Van Allsburg in “Just a
Dream”

One cannot discuss Chris Van Allsburg without mentioning his stunning illustrations. His artistic style
is distinctive, characterized by detailed, almost photographic pencil drawings that bring an eerie yet
captivating quality to his stories. In “Just a Dream,” the artwork plays a crucial role in immersing
readers in Walter’s dream world.



How the Illustrations Enhance the Narrative

Van Allsburg’s use of shadow and light creates a dreamlike atmosphere that perfectly complements
the narrative’s tone. The images transition from vibrant and lively scenes to dark, desolate
landscapes, visually portraying the consequences of environmental neglect. This contrast not only
grabs the reader’s attention but also deepens their emotional connection to the story.

Moreover, the subtle facial expressions of Walter and the creatures around him add layers of
meaning, inviting readers to explore the feelings behind the story. This combination of text and
illustration is what makes “Just a Dream” a timeless piece of children’s literature.

The Impact of “Just a Dream” on Readers and
Educators

Since its publication, “Just a Dream” has become a popular resource in classrooms and homes alike.
Its environmental message is both relevant and accessible, making it an excellent tool for teaching
children about ecology, responsibility, and empathy.

Using “Just a Dream” in Educational Settings

Teachers often use this book to spark discussions about pollution, conservation, and the importance
of taking care of the planet. The dream sequences provide a natural opening to explore complex
environmental issues in an age-appropriate manner. Here are some ways educators incorporate the
book:

Discussion Prompts: Asking students how Walter’s dreams made them feel and what changes
they might make in their own lives.

Creative Projects: Encouraging children to draw their own dream worlds or write stories about
protecting the environment.

Science Integration: Linking the book’s themes to lessons about ecosystems, wildlife, and
pollution.

Such activities not only reinforce the story’s message but also foster creativity and critical thinking.

Chris Van Allsburg’s Legacy and the Role of “Just a
Dream”

Chris Van Allsburg is widely recognized for his contributions to children’s literature, with works like



“The Polar Express” and “Jumanji” also earning critical acclaim. “Just a Dream” fits into his larger
body of work by continuing his tradition of blending imaginative storytelling with meaningful themes.

Why “Just a Dream” Remains Relevant Today

In an era where environmental concerns are increasingly urgent, “Just a Dream” serves as a gentle
yet powerful reminder of our responsibility to the planet. Its timeless message encourages readers to
reflect on their actions and inspires hope that positive change is possible.

Furthermore, the book’s combination of compelling narrative and exquisite artwork ensures it remains
a favorite among new generations of readers. It is a testament to Van Allsburg’s skill that a story
published decades ago still feels fresh and vital today.

Tips for Parents and Caregivers Reading “Just a
Dream” with Children

Reading “Just a Dream” together can be a meaningful experience that opens up conversations about
important topics. Here are some suggestions to make the most of this storytime:

Pause to Discuss: Take time to talk about the illustrations and what they might represent.1.

Connect to Real Life: Relate Walter’s dreams to everyday actions like recycling or conserving2.
water.

Encourage Questions: Let children express their thoughts and feelings about the3.
environment.

Inspire Action: Together, brainstorm simple ways to care for the planet at home or school.4.

By engaging with the story in this way, adults can help deepen a child’s understanding and foster a
lifelong respect for nature.

Exploring Other Works by Chris Van Allsburg

If “Just a Dream” sparks an interest in Chris Van Allsburg’s work, there are many other books worth
exploring. His stories often feature a similar blend of mystery, fantasy, and moral lessons, making
them both entertaining and enriching.

Some notable titles include:



The Polar Express — A magical train ride to the North Pole that captures the spirit of belief and
wonder.

Jumanji — A thrilling adventure where a board game comes to life, teaching lessons about
courage and problem-solving.

The Garden of Abdul Gasazi — A mysterious tale about a boy, a dog, and a magician’s garden.

Each of these books showcases Van Allsburg’s mastery of storytelling and illustration, making them
perfect companions to “Just a Dream.”

---

The magic of Chris Van Allsburg’s “Just a Dream” lies in its ability to blend imagination with
meaningful messages about the world we live in. Whether you’re revisiting this classic or discovering
it for the first time, the story offers rich opportunities for reflection, learning, and inspiration. Through
Walter’s dreams, readers are reminded that the future of our planet depends on the choices we make
today—a lesson as important now as ever.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Chris Van Allsburg's book 'Just a
Dream'?
The main theme of 'Just a Dream' is environmental awareness and the impact of human actions on
the planet, conveyed through a boy's dream about the future consequences of pollution and neglect.

Who is the author and illustrator of 'Just a Dream' and what is
he known for?
Chris Van Allsburg is both the author and illustrator of 'Just a Dream.' He is known for his detailed and
imaginative illustrations and for creating classic children's books such as 'The Polar Express' and
'Jumanji.'

How does 'Just a Dream' by Chris Van Allsburg convey its
environmental message to children?
The book uses a narrative where a boy named Walter dreams about a future Earth devastated by
pollution and environmental destruction, allowing young readers to understand the importance of
caring for the environment through a compelling and imaginative story.

What age group is 'Just a Dream' suitable for?
'Just a Dream' is suitable for children aged 5 to 9 years old, making it a great book for early
elementary school students to learn about environmental responsibility.



Has 'Just a Dream' by Chris Van Allsburg received any notable
awards or recognition?
While 'Just a Dream' itself has not won major awards, Chris Van Allsburg is a two-time Caldecott
Medalist, and his works are highly acclaimed for their artistic quality and storytelling, making 'Just a
Dream' a respected book in children's literature.

Additional Resources
Chris Van Allsburg Just a Dream: An Analytical Review of the Classic Children's Book

chris van allsburg just a dream stands as a testament to the enduring power of imagination and
the subtle art of storytelling in children’s literature. Known primarily for his evocative illustrations and
compelling narratives, Chris Van Allsburg has carved out a unique niche that blends fantasy and
reality in a way that captivates young readers and adults alike. Among his many acclaimed works,
"Just a Dream" remains a significant piece that invites readers to explore themes of environmental
consciousness, responsibility, and the fragile relationship between humanity and nature.

Exploring the Narrative Essence of Chris Van Allsburg’s
"Just a Dream"

"Just a Dream," published in 1990, tells the story of Walter, a young boy who is initially indifferent to
the environment around him. Through a vivid dream sequence, Walter witnesses a dystopian future
where pollution and neglect have ravaged the world. This transformative experience ultimately leads
to a change in his outlook and behavior. The narrative is straightforward yet profound, addressing
complex environmental issues in a way accessible to children while prompting thoughtful reflection.

Van Allsburg’s storytelling technique in "Just a Dream" relies heavily on the dream motif, which serves
as a powerful narrative device. The dream acts as both a cautionary tale and a catalyst for change, a
method that resonates strongly within the children's literature genre. By using a dream, Van Allsburg
effectively blurs the lines between reality and imagination, encouraging readers to envision the
consequences of their actions without direct moralizing.

Illustrative Style and Its Impact

One cannot discuss Chris Van Allsburg without acknowledging his distinctive illustrative style, which is
integral to the impact of "Just a Dream." The book’s black-and-white illustrations are meticulously
detailed, creating a stark contrast between Walter’s real world and the bleak future he dreams about.
Van Allsburg employs shading and perspective masterfully to evoke mood and atmosphere,
enhancing the story’s emotional weight.

His use of monochrome imagery in "Just a Dream" differs from his other works, such as "The Polar
Express" or "Jumanji," which often employ a richer palette. This choice underscores the somber tone
of the narrative and aligns with the environmental degradation depicted. The detailed artwork invites



readers to linger on each page, absorbing the intricate visual warnings embedded within the dream
sequences.

Thematic Depth and Educational Value

Environmental awareness is the core theme of "Just a Dream," making it particularly relevant in
today’s context of climate change and ecological crises. Van Allsburg’s work predates many
contemporary environmental campaigns, yet it anticipates the urgency of the issues with remarkable
clarity. The book’s subtle messaging encourages young readers to consider their role in preserving
the planet, fostering a sense of responsibility from an early age.

Moreover, "Just a Dream" can be seen as a useful educational tool in classrooms and homes. Its
approachable narrative and evocative illustrations make it an excellent entry point for discussions
about sustainability, pollution, and conservation. Educators often praise the book for its ability to
engage children emotionally and intellectually, promoting critical thinking about real-world problems.

Character Development and Reader Engagement

Walter’s journey from apathy to awareness is central to the book’s emotional resonance. Unlike many
children’s books where characters undergo overt transformations, Walter’s change is nuanced and
believable. His initial disregard for the environment mirrors a common childhood innocence or
ignorance, making his eventual epiphany relatable.

This character arc supports reader engagement by allowing children to see themselves in Walter’s
shoes. The dream scenario acts as a safe space for readers to confront uncomfortable truths about
environmental neglect without feeling overwhelmed. Van Allsburg’s narrative balance ensures the
story remains hopeful rather than despairing, an important aspect when addressing serious topics in
children’s literature.

Comparisons to Other Works by Chris Van Allsburg

When placed alongside other Chris Van Allsburg classics such as "The Mysteries of Harris Burdick" or
"The Garden of Abdul Gasazi," "Just a Dream" stands out for its explicit environmental message. While
Van Allsburg’s hallmark lies in blending surrealism with realism, "Just a Dream" adopts a more direct
approach to its social commentary.

In contrast, "The Polar Express," another beloved title, transports readers into a magical adventure
centered on belief and wonder, while "Jumanji" explores the intersection of fantasy and danger. "Just
a Dream" is more grounded in a plausible future scenario, which arguably heightens its impact as a
cautionary tale. This makes it a unique and vital part of Van Allsburg’s oeuvre, addressing real-world
issues through the lens of imaginative storytelling.



Pros and Cons of "Just a Dream" in Contemporary Context

Pros:

Timeless environmental message that remains highly relevant today.

Engaging narrative that balances caution with hope.

Distinctive monochromatic illustrations that reinforce the mood.

Effective use as an educational resource for teaching sustainability.

Cons:

The dream framework might feel somewhat abstract for very young readers.

Lack of color might deter children accustomed to vibrant picture books.

The narrative’s straightforwardness could be perceived as less imaginative compared to
Van Allsburg’s more fantastical works.

Despite minor drawbacks, "Just a Dream" remains a powerful piece of children’s literature that
continues to inspire awareness and change.

Legacy and Influence of "Just a Dream"

Over three decades since its publication, "Just a Dream" has maintained its status as a meaningful
and influential work. It has been incorporated into numerous reading lists focused on environmental
education and is frequently cited in discussions about the role of children’s literature in social change.
Chris Van Allsburg’s ability to fuse artistry and advocacy continues to resonate with new generations
of readers.

The book also serves as an early example of how children’s literature can address serious global
issues without sacrificing narrative engagement. In an era where ecological concerns are increasingly
urgent, "Just a Dream" offers a poignant reminder of the power of storytelling to shape young minds
and inspire action.

In summary, Chris Van Allsburg’s "Just a Dream" exemplifies the intersection of artistic excellence and
meaningful content. Its enduring appeal lies not only in its visual and narrative craftsmanship but also
in its call to environmental stewardship—a message that remains as crucial now as it was at the time
of its writing.
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  chris van allsburg just a dream: Just a Dream Chris Van Allsburg, 1990 When he has a dream
about a future Earth devastated by pollution, Walter begins to understand the importance of taking
care of the environment.
  chris van allsburg just a dream: The Avant-garde and American Postmodernity , An
evaluation that tracks American culture's shift from modernism into postmodernism
  chris van allsburg just a dream: Making Sense Juli Kendall, Outey Khuon, 2023-10-10
Reading is all about understanding. How do we know our kids are getting it—and what do we do
when they don't get it? Authors Juli Kendall and Outey Khuon believe that small group
comprehension lessons have a key role to play in advancing students' understanding of texts.
Making Sense: Small-Group Comprehension Lessons for English Language Learners , they provide
answers to many common questions asked by teachers of ELL. It is an easy-to-use, practical
resource for ELD, ESL, and ESOL teachers.The book's five main sections are geared to the stages of
language proficiency, and lessons span kindergarten through grade 8. The authors outline 52
lessons that teach students how to make connections, visualize, infer, and determine importance.
Each lesson follows a four-part teaching framework: Start Up/Connection: Helping students build
background and use prior knowledge to connect to the lesson Give Information : Explicitly telling
students what they are going to learn and why they are learning it Active Involvement : Students
practice what they are learning while the teacher monitors and adjusts instruction accordingly
Off-You-Go!: Opportunities for students to practice what they learned with peers or independently.
Making Sense will appeal to experienced teachers seeking to expand their repertoire of lessons, as
well as new teachers just beginning the adventure of teaching comprehension to English language
learners.
  chris van allsburg just a dream: Using Picture Books with Older Students Joyce Roberts,
Tammy Watanabe Hall, 1998-10 Picture books have a unique and distinctive quality; they are both a
literary joy and a visual delight. These unique units are designed to integrate literature, thinking
skills, and the creative arts using Bloom's taxonomy and Gardner's Multiple Intelligences. Grades
4-8
  chris van allsburg just a dream: Common Core Literacy Lesson Plans Lauren Davis,
2013-10-11 Schools nationwide are transitioning to the Common Core--our advice to you: Don't go it
alone! Our new book, Common Core Literacy Lesson Plans: Ready-to-Use Resources, K-5, shows you
that teaching the Common Core State Standards in the elementary grades doesn't have to be
intimidating! This easy-to-use guide provides model lesson plans for teaching the standards in
reading, writing, speaking/listening, and language. Get engaging lesson plans that are
grade-appropriate, easy to implement and include ready-to-use reproducible handouts, assessments,
resources, and ideas to help you modify the lesson for both struggling and advanced learners. Our
Common Core Literacy Lesson Plans are designed to fit seamlessly into your K-5 curriculum. You get
practical tips for revamping your existing lessons to meet the standards. Students learn how to read
informational texts, write opinion-based essays, and improve their speaking and listening skills.
Grammar mini-lessons and foundational skills mini-lessons will help you teach language conventions,
phonics, fluency, and more! We take the guesswork out of Common Core lesson plans with this
practical, easy-to-use guide. All lesson plans are grade-appropriate, and every lesson plan includes...
Common Core State Standards covered in the lesson Overview of objectives and focus of the lesson
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Background knowledge required and time required A detailed, step-by-step agenda for the lesson,
plus a materials list Differentiation ideas to adapt the lesson for different kinds of learners
Assessment ideas, including rubrics and scoring guides A place for your notes: what worked; what
can improve Bonus! We show you how to extend the lessons into longer units to suit your particular
grade's curriculum, and even help you create more of your own lessons!
  chris van allsburg just a dream: Wide Awake in Slumberland Katherine Roeder, 2014-03-25
Cartoonist Winsor McCay (1869-1934) is rightfully celebrated for the skillful draftmanship and
inventive design sense he displayed in the comic strips Little Nemo in Slumberland and Dream of the
Rarebit Fiend. McCay crafted narratives of anticipation, abundance, and unfulfilled longing. This
book explores McCay's interest in dream imagery in relation to the larger preoccupation with
fantasy that dominated the popular culture of early twentieth-century urban America. McCay's role
as a pioneer of early comics has been documented; yet, no existing study approaches him and his
work from an art historical perspective, giving close readings of individual artworks while situating
his output within the larger visual culture and the rise of modernism. From circus posters and
vaudeville skits to department store window displays and amusement park rides, McCay found
fantastical inspiration in New York City's burgeoning entertainment and retail districts. Wide Awake
in Slumberland connects McCay's work to relevant children's literature, advertising, architecture,
and motion pictures in order to demonstrate the artist's sophisticated blending and remixing of
multiple forms from mass culture. Studying this interconnection in McCay's work and, by extension,
the work of other early twentieth-century cartoonists, Roeder traces the web of relationships
connecting fantasy, leisure, and consumption. Readings of McCay's drawings and the eighty-one
black-and-white and color illustrations reveal a man who was both a ready participant and an
incisive critic of the rising culture of fantasy and consumerism.
  chris van allsburg just a dream: An Ethical Compass , 2010-11-09 Offers essays on Bosnia,
the genocide in Rwanda, sweatshops and globalization, and the political obligations of the mothers
of Argentina's Disappeared. In this book, readers may be fascinated by the ways in which essays on
conflict, conscience, memory, illness (essay on AIDS), and God overlap and resonate with one
another.
  chris van allsburg just a dream: Daily Life in 1990s America Richard A. Schwartz,
2024-09-05 With the end of the Cold War, the invention of the World Wide Web, the widespread
availability to cellphones and personal computers, and remarkable advances in space exploration-the
1990s introduced a new era in human history. During that decade, the United States experienced
changes that previous generations never imagined-the abrupt collapse of worldwide communism, the
ability of ordinary Americans to connect with individuals and organizations throughout the world via
the internet, and the initiation and near completion of the Human Genome Project that led to
unprecedented advances in human health. These and other developments changed Americans' lives
forever. This volume in the Daily Life through History series examines how the cultural trends of the
1990s revolutionized the way people were able to teach and learn, conduct business, express
themselves, and interact with one another. The book goes on to explore the evolution in long-held
attitudes about the proper roles for women in society, sex, sexuality, and the concept of family to
include other kinds of relationships-childless marriages, single-parent and mixed families, and
LGBTQ+ relationships. New trends in fashion and music-from grunge to hip hop culture-also had a
powerful impact on how some Americans presented themselves, while others rejected these cultural
shifts and clung fervently, and sometimes violently, to traditional values and worldviews. Daily Life
in 1990s America enables readers to better understand the significance, complexities, and enduring
influence of this era-defining period in American history.
  chris van allsburg just a dream: 100 Brain-Friendly Lessons for Unforgettable Teaching
and Learning (K-8) Marcia L. Tate, 2019-07-31 Use research- and brain-based teaching to engage
students and maximize learning Lessons should be memorable and engaging. When they are,
student achievement increases, behavior problems decrease, and teaching and learning are fun! In
100 Brain-Friendly Lessons for Unforgettable Teaching and Learning K-8, best-selling author and



renowned educator and consultant Marcia Tate takes her bestselling Worksheets Don’t Grow
Dendrites one step further by providing teachers with ready-to-use lesson plans that take advantage
of the way that students really learn. Readers will find 100 cross-curricular sample lessons from
each of the four major content areas: English/language arts, mathematics, science, and social
studies. Plans designed around the most frequently taught objectives found in national and
international curricula. Lessons educators can immediately replicate in their own classrooms or use
to develop their own. 20 brain-compatible, research-based instructional strategies that work for all
learners. Five questions that teachers should ask and answer when planning brain-compatible
lessons and an in-depth explanation of each of the questions. Guidance on building relationships
with students that enable them to learn at optimal levels. It is a wonderful time to be a teacher! This
hands-on resource will show you how to use what we know about educational neuroscience to
transform your classroom into a place where success if accessible for all.
  chris van allsburg just a dream: Crossover Picturebooks Sandra L. Beckett, 2013-06-17 This
book situates the picturebook genre within the widespread international phenomenon of crossover
literature, examining an international corpus of picturebooks — including artists’ books, wordless
picturebooks, and celebrity picturebooks — that appeal to readers of all ages. Focusing on
contemporary picturebooks, Sandra Beckett shows that the picturebook has traditionally been seen
as a children’s genre, but in the eyes of many authors, illustrators, and publishers, it is a narrative
form that can address any and all age groups. Innovative graphics and formats as well as the
creative, often complex dialogue between text and image provide multiple levels of meaning and
invite readers of all ages to consider texts that are primarily marketed as children’s books. The
interplay of text and image that distinguishes the picturebook from other forms of fiction and makes
it a unique art form also makes it the ultimate crossover genre. Crossover picturebooks are often
very complex texts that are challenging for adults as well as children. Many are characterized by
difficult adult themes, genre blending, metafictive discourse, intertextuality, sophisticated graphics,
and complex text-image interplay. Exciting experiments with new formats and techniques, as well as
novel interactions with new media and technologies have made the picturebook one of the most
vibrant and innovative contemporary literary genres, one that seems to know no boundaries.
Crossover Picturebooks is a valuable addition to the study of a genre that is gaining increasing
recognition and appreciation, and contributes significantly to the field of children’s literature as a
whole.
  chris van allsburg just a dream: Bookpeople Sharron L. McElmeel, 1992-06-15 Fifteen units
focus on authors who speak about their ethnic heritage through their books and those who write or
illustrate multicultural materials. Each unit includes a full-size photograph and a brief biography
containing bits of background information that will fascinate students. Activities that reinforce the
multicultural theme and bibliographies of related books and films are also featured. Ideal for the
media center and the integrated curriculum. Grades 1-6.
  chris van allsburg just a dream: Elementary and Middle School Social Studies Pamela J.
Farris, 2024-01-11 The eighth edition continues to be an invaluable resource for creative strategies
and proven techniques to teach social studies. Pamela Farris's popular, reasonably priced book aids
classroom teachers in inspiring students to be engaged learners and to build on their prior
knowledge. The book is comprehensive and easy to understand—providing instruction sensitive to
the needs of all elementary and middle school learners. • Creative concepts for teaching diverse
learners • Strategies for incorporating the C3 Framework to enrich K–8 curriculum • Integration of
inquiry skills with literacy and language arts skills • Multifaceted, meaningful activities emphasize
problem-solving, decision making, and critical thinking • Myriad ideas for incorporating primary
sources as well as technology • Annotated lists of children’s literature at the end of each chapter •
Multicultural focus throughout the broad coverage of history, geography, civics, and economics •
NCSS Standards-Linked Lesson Plans; C3 Framework Plans, and Interdisciplinary/Thematic Units
Social studies explores the variety and complexity of human experience. The book emphasizes the
value of social studies in preparing students to become valuable community members and to



participate respectfully in a diverse society.
  chris van allsburg just a dream: Teach for Climate Justice Tom Roderick, 2023-06-27 A
proactive, inclusive plan for the cross-disciplinary teaching of climate change from preschool to high
school. In Teach for Climate Justice, accomplished educator and social and emotional learning
expert Tom Roderick proposes a visionary interdisciplinary and intersectional approach to PreK–12
climate education. He argues that meaningful instruction on this urgent issue of our time must focus
on climate justice—the convergence of climate change and social justice—in a way that is
emotionally safe, developmentally appropriate, and ultimately empowering. Drawing on examples of
real-life educators teaching climate change, Roderick identifies eight key dimensions of climate
education that will prepare students to face the challenges of the climate crisis and give them the
means to take action. These dimensions include not only educating for a deep understanding of the
scientific, geopolitical, and socioeconomic equity issues that surround global warming, but also
cultivating appreciation for the environment, building a supportive community, and fostering active
hope for the future. Roderick's intentional layering of skills will help students develop the knowledge
and sense of agency necessary to engage in civil resistance and nonviolent activism. In support of
this crucial endeavor, Roderick suggests evidence-based teaching strategies, practices that promote
inclusivity, and tools for social and emotional learning. This timely and uplifting book lays out a
powerful vision for teaching, learning, and curriculum development to nurture a generation of
courageous, informed advocates for climate justice.
  chris van allsburg just a dream: Worth a Thousand Words Bette D. Ammon, Gale W.
Sherman, 1996-09-15 This guide provides a single-source, comprehensive listing of a fascinating and
helpful group of books-picture books for older readers. A multitude of ideas about how to use them
in the classroom supplements this list of carefully selected quality fiction and nonfiction books that
focuses on universal themes, appeals to all ages, addresses important issues, and is accessible to
multiple learning styles. Picture books aren't just for the very young. Innovative educators and
parents have used them for years with readers of all ages and reading levels, knowing that students
comprehend more from the visual-verbal connections these books offer. They are great tools for
teaching visual literacy and writing skills; are effective with reluctant readers, ESL students, and
those reading below grade level; and can easily be used to support various curriculum. This guide
provides a single-source, comprehensive listing of a fascinating and helpful group of books and a
multitude of ideas about how to use them in the classroom. The authors have carefully selected
quality fiction and nonfiction that focus on universal themes, appeal to all ages, treat important
issues, and are accessible to multiple learning styles.
  chris van allsburg just a dream: Keepers of Life Michael J. Caduto, Joseph Bruchac, 1998 This
interdisciplinary curriculum in botany and plant ecology focuses on environmental and stewardship
issues using the framework of Native American stories as an introduction to the topics.
  chris van allsburg just a dream: Literature-Based Mini-Lessons Susan Lunsford, 2000 Use
the magic of picture books to teach kids essential word skills. This guide features 15 engaging,
reproducible lessons to help students become more fluent readers. Illustrations.
  chris van allsburg just a dream: Das Absurde in Günter Grass' Literatur der achtziger
Jahre Frank Brunssen, 1997
  chris van allsburg just a dream: Using Paired Text to Meet the Common Core William
Bintz, 2014-12-11 Teaching students to make connections across related texts promotes engagement
and improves reading comprehension and content learning. This practical guide explains how to
select and teach a wide range of picture books as paired text--two books related by topic, theme, or
genre--in grades K-8. The author provides mini-lessons across the content areas, along with
hundreds of recommendations for paired text, each linked to specific Common Core standards for
reading literature and informational texts. In a large-size format for easy photocopying, the book
includes 22 reproducible graphic organizers and other useful tools. Purchasers also get access to a
Web page where they can download and print the reproducible materials.
  chris van allsburg just a dream: It's Easy Being Green Emma Sleeth, 2009-05-26 You’ve



probably heard the story of the garden of Eden—the paradise that God created for humans to live in.
There was plenty of room for everyone, there were trees and flowers and plenty of food. When you
look out your window today you don’t see the paradise God intended for us. This world is crowded,
polluted, and headed for trouble. But it’s not hopeless. Emma Sleeth is only sixteen, and she’s
working hard to save our planet. She believes that we’re called by God to protect the resources that
he gave us, and she wants to help you learn how to live a sustainable lifestyle. She’s speaking out to
her generation in the hopes that you will be the ones who can end global warming and restore our
world to the paradise that God desires for us. In It's Easy Being Green you’ll learn how to honor God
in the choices you make and you’ll begin to understand the impact those choices have on the
environment. Emma will help you see how you can make a difference at school, around the house,
and all over the world as you make choices about everything from transportation to food to clothes.
Imagine the kind of paradise you can help to create for the next generation—for your future
children! Join Emma on the quest to serve God by saving the planet.
  chris van allsburg just a dream: Launching RTI Comprehension Instruction with Shared
Reading Nancy Boyles, Nancy N. Boyles, 2013 Now you can easily deliver the shared reading
comprehension lessons you need to launch RTI Tier 1 instruction--setting the stage for Tier 1
small-group instruction as well as Tier 2 and Tier 3 interventions. Launching RTI Comprehension
Instruction with Shared Reading provides intermediate-grade teachers with: Flexible shared reading
plans for 45-, 60-, and 90-minute instructional blocks and guidelines to implement Tier 2 and Tier 3
comprehension interventions; Criteria to select comprehension objectives, choose texts, and create
lessons that support students before, during, and after reading; Strategies that move students
toward independence in meeting comprehension objectives through explicit, systematic instruction
that culminates in written response; Assessment rubrics, checklists, and anchor sets to evaluate
students' literature responses; Lessons and support materials for 40 different objectives organized
into four thinking strands: forming a general understanding, developing an interpretation, making
reader/text connections, and examining content and structure; and Independent follow-up activities
in oral language, fluency, vocabulary, comprehension, and writing that help students apply what
they have learned in the shared lesson. Tips for adapting instruction to English language learners
and reflection questions at the end of each chapter round out this complete resource. The included
CD provides modifiable electronic versions of planning and support documents, along with
additional lesson materials not included in the book.
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