
eyes on the prize civil rights reader
**Eyes on the Prize Civil Rights Reader: A Deep Dive into America's Struggle for Equality**

eyes on the prize civil rights reader serves as a vital resource for anyone interested in
understanding the profound journey of the civil rights movement in the United States. Rooted in
history yet resonating with contemporary social justice discussions, this reader offers a curated
collection of narratives, speeches, and firsthand accounts that bring to life the courage, resilience,
and determination of activists who fought against systemic racism and inequality.

If you've ever wanted to immerse yourself in the voices and stories behind the iconic "Eyes on the
Prize" documentary series or explore the broader context of civil rights struggles, this reader is an
indispensable tool. It connects readers with the emotional and intellectual fabric of one of the most
transformative periods in American history.

What Is the Eyes on the Prize Civil Rights Reader?

The Eyes on the Prize Civil Rights Reader is a compilation of documents, essays, speeches, and
personal recollections that complement the acclaimed television series "Eyes on the Prize." The
original documentary, produced by PBS, chronicles the civil rights movement from the mid-1950s
through the late 1980s. The reader extends this narrative by providing additional context,
perspectives, and primary sources that deepen one’s understanding.

Why This Reader Matters

While documentaries offer a visual and auditory experience, the reader allows for more reflective
engagement. It invites readers to analyze the language, rhetoric, and emotions embedded in the civil
rights struggle. For students, educators, historians, and activists, the reader is more than just a
companion—it’s a gateway into the lived experiences of those who shaped history.

The text includes pivotal speeches from leaders like Martin Luther King Jr., Malcolm X, and Fannie
Lou Hamer, as well as lesser-known voices that highlight grassroots activism. This diversity enriches
the narrative, showing that the movement was not monolithic but a tapestry of different strategies
and philosophies united by a common goal: equality.

Exploring the Themes in the Eyes on the Prize Civil
Rights Reader

The reader is structured around several core themes that help frame the civil rights movement’s
complexity and scope.



1. Nonviolent Resistance and Civil Disobedience

One of the most iconic aspects of the civil rights movement was its commitment to nonviolent
protest. The reader delves into the philosophical underpinnings of this approach, heavily influenced
by figures like Dr. King and Mahatma Gandhi. Through letters, speeches, and firsthand accounts,
readers gain insight into how nonviolence was both a moral stance and a strategic tool.

2. The Role of Grassroots Activism

Beyond the famous leaders, the movement thrived because of countless local activists and ordinary
citizens who organized sit-ins, freedom rides, and voter registration drives. The reader highlights
these contributions, emphasizing the power of community organizing and collective action.

3. Legal Battles and Legislative Change

The struggle for civil rights also played out in courtrooms and legislatures. The reader includes
landmark legal documents and analyses of significant Supreme Court cases such as Brown v. Board
of Education, which declared segregation in public schools unconstitutional. It also traces the impact
of legislation like the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

How to Use the Eyes on the Prize Civil Rights Reader
Effectively

If you’re approaching this reader for study or personal enrichment, here are some tips to maximize
your experience.

Engage with the Primary Sources

Primary documents give you direct access to the voices of history. When reading speeches or letters,
pay close attention to the language and tone. What emotions do they evoke? How do they frame the
struggle? This can reveal deeper insights into the mindset and motivations of civil rights activists.

Contextualize the Content Historically

Understanding the time period in which these texts were written is crucial. Supplement your
reading with historical timelines or watch episodes of the "Eyes on the Prize" documentary to see
events unfold visually. This dual approach helps cement your comprehension of the movement’s
chronology and significance.



Reflect on Contemporary Connections

The civil rights movement’s legacy continues to influence social justice efforts today. As you read,
consider how themes like systemic racism, voter suppression, and grassroots activism remain
relevant. This reflection can foster a more nuanced perspective on current events and inspire civic
engagement.

Who Should Read the Eyes on the Prize Civil Rights
Reader?

This reader is ideal for a wide audience:

Students studying American history, African American studies, or social movements will find
it an invaluable academic resource.

Educators can incorporate it into curricula to provide students with authentic voices and
engaging materials.

Researchers and historians benefit from the well-organized collection of primary and
secondary sources.

Activists and advocates seeking inspiration and historical grounding for their work in civil
rights and social justice.

General readers interested in the story of America’s fight for equality and justice.

Additional Resources to Complement the Eyes on the
Prize Civil Rights Reader

To deepen your understanding, consider pairing the reader with these resources:

The Eyes on the Prize Documentary Series

Nothing captures the emotion and drama of the civil rights movement quite like the original PBS
series. Watching the documentary after reading sections of the reader can bring the stories to life
with archival footage and interviews.



Books and Biographies

Titles like Taylor Branch’s *Parting the Waters* trilogy or *The Autobiography of Malcolm X* offer
comprehensive narratives that complement the reader’s primary documents.

Online Archives and Museums

Institutions such as the Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture and
the Civil Rights Digital Library provide digital collections that expand on the themes found in the
reader.

Understanding the Lasting Impact of the Civil Rights
Movement Through the Reader

The Eyes on the Prize Civil Rights Reader not only chronicles historical events but also prompts
readers to grapple with ongoing issues of racial justice. The movement’s victories were monumental,
but the reader does not shy away from exploring the challenges and setbacks activists faced. It
highlights how systemic barriers persisted and how new generations have continued the fight for
equality.

By engaging deeply with the reader, individuals can appreciate the complexity of social change and
the importance of vigilance in protecting civil rights. It fosters empathy and awareness that are
essential for building a more just society.

Whether you are new to civil rights history or seeking to enrich your existing knowledge, the Eyes
on the Prize Civil Rights Reader offers a compelling, multi-dimensional look at a pivotal era. Its
blend of powerful narratives and critical documents makes it a timeless resource for understanding
the ongoing quest for justice in America.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Eyes on the Prize: Civil Rights Reader' about?
"Eyes on the Prize: Civil Rights Reader" is a compilation of writings, speeches, and documents that
chronicle the American Civil Rights Movement, providing historical context and personal
perspectives on the struggle for racial equality.

Who are some notable contributors featured in 'Eyes on the
Prize: Civil Rights Reader'?
The reader includes works by influential civil rights leaders and activists such as Martin Luther King
Jr., Malcolm X, James Baldwin, and others who played significant roles in the movement.



How does 'Eyes on the Prize: Civil Rights Reader' complement
the documentary series 'Eyes on the Prize'?
The reader serves as a companion to the documentary series by offering in-depth written accounts,
primary documents, and essays that expand on the themes and events depicted in the films.

What time period does 'Eyes on the Prize: Civil Rights Reader'
cover?
The reader primarily covers the Civil Rights Movement from the mid-1950s through the late 1960s,
highlighting key events such as the Montgomery Bus Boycott, the March on Washington, and the
Selma to Montgomery marches.

Why is 'Eyes on the Prize: Civil Rights Reader' important for
students and educators?
It provides authentic primary sources and scholarly analysis that help students and educators
understand the complexities of the Civil Rights Movement and its impact on American society.

Are there any themes emphasized in 'Eyes on the Prize: Civil
Rights Reader'?
Yes, the reader emphasizes themes such as nonviolent resistance, racial injustice, grassroots
activism, federal government intervention, and the ongoing struggle for equality.

Where can one access or purchase 'Eyes on the Prize: Civil
Rights Reader'?
The reader can be found through major book retailers, libraries, and educational resource providers,
as well as online platforms such as Amazon and publisher websites.

Additional Resources
Eyes on the Prize Civil Rights Reader: A Critical Examination of a Pivotal Historical Compilation

eyes on the prize civil rights reader stands as a significant compilation that offers readers an
immersive window into the multi-faceted civil rights movement of the United States. More than a
mere anthology, this reader bridges historical narratives, firsthand accounts, and scholarly
interpretations, allowing for a comprehensive understanding of a pivotal era marked by struggle,
resilience, and transformation. As the movement continues to resonate in contemporary discourse
around equality and justice, the value of such a reader extends beyond academic circles into the
broader public consciousness.



Understanding the Eyes on the Prize Civil Rights
Reader

Originally inspired by the acclaimed documentary series "Eyes on the Prize," the civil rights reader
is curated to complement and expand upon the themes and events depicted in the films. The reader
aggregates speeches, letters, legal documents, and essays from key figures and grassroots activists,
providing a textured narrative of the civil rights era. Unlike conventional history textbooks, the
reader's format emphasizes primary sources and personal testimonies, lending authenticity and
immediacy to the recounting of events.

The compilation serves multiple purposes: educational, memorial, and activist. For educators, it is a
rich resource that supports curriculum development focused on social justice and American history.
For historians and students, it presents a curated yet diverse array of materials that encourage
critical analysis. For activists and general readers, the text inspires reflection on ongoing struggles
for racial equity.

Key Features and Content Highlights

The "Eyes on the Prize Civil Rights Reader" distinguishes itself through several notable features:

Primary Source Material: The inclusion of original speeches by Martin Luther King Jr.,
Malcolm X, and Fannie Lou Hamer, combined with court rulings and legislative excerpts,
grounds the reader in authentic voices and legal frameworks of the era.

Chronological Organization: The text follows a timeline that mirrors the documentary,
guiding readers through landmark events such as the Montgomery Bus Boycott, the Freedom
Rides, the Birmingham Campaign, and the Selma to Montgomery marches.

Diverse Perspectives: Beyond prominent leaders, the reader highlights lesser-known
activists and community members, reflecting the grassroots nature of the movement.

Contextual Essays: Scholarly contributions offer broader interpretations and connect the
civil rights movement to wider social, political, and economic trends.

This combination ensures that readers do not merely receive a surface-level recount but engage with
the complexities and contradictions inherent in the fight for civil rights.

Comparative Analysis: Eyes on the Prize Civil Rights
Reader vs. Other Civil Rights Literature

When positioned alongside other civil rights texts, the "Eyes on the Prize Civil Rights Reader" offers
unique advantages and some limitations. Compared to standard academic textbooks, this reader’s



reliance on primary sources provides an unfiltered lens that invites readers to interpret historical
events independently rather than passively consuming synthesized narratives. This approach fosters
critical thinking and a deeper emotional connection.

On the other hand, some readers may find the absence of extensive narrative commentary
challenging, especially those new to civil rights history. In contrast, works like Taylor Branch’s
trilogy or David Garrow's biographies provide richer narrative arcs but may lack the immediacy of
firsthand documents.

Moreover, the reader's alignment with the documentary series serves as an interdisciplinary tool,
integrating visual and textual learning. This multimedia connection can enhance comprehension and
retention among diverse learning styles, a significant consideration for educators.

The Role of the Reader in Education and Public History

The "Eyes on the Prize Civil Rights Reader" holds substantial pedagogical value. Its design supports
inquiry-based learning methods by encouraging students to analyze documents, compare viewpoints,
and trace the evolution of civil rights strategies. Educators report that pairing the reader with the
documentary series facilitates discussions on race, justice, and activism in ways that are both
accessible and profound.

Furthermore, the reader plays a crucial role in public history initiatives. Museums, libraries, and
cultural institutions utilize selections from the compilation to create exhibits and programming that
engage community members in reflections on past and present struggles for civil rights. Its curated
content helps demystify complex historical moments and emphasizes the enduring relevance of the
movement’s ideals.

Challenges and Critiques

Despite its strengths, the "Eyes on the Prize Civil Rights Reader" is not without critiques. Some
scholars argue that the reader, by focusing heavily on the southern United States, may inadvertently
marginalize civil rights struggles in other regions. Urban northern movements, Native American
activism, and Latino civil rights efforts receive comparatively less attention.

Additionally, the reader’s emphasis on certain iconic figures may overshadow the contributions of
women and younger activists. While the text does include voices like Ella Baker and Diane Nash,
these perspectives are sometimes enveloped within broader narratives centered on male leadership.

From a usability standpoint, the density of primary documents can be daunting for casual readers.
Without supplementary guidance, some may struggle to contextualize and connect fragmented
sources, potentially limiting the reader’s accessibility.

Balancing Depth and Accessibility

To address these challenges, educators and editors have experimented with annotated editions of



the reader, providing footnotes and explanatory passages that clarify historical context and
terminology. Digital versions often incorporate hyperlinks to supplementary materials, biographies,
and multimedia resources, enhancing user engagement.

Such adaptations underscore the evolving nature of the "Eyes on the Prize Civil Rights Reader" as a
living document, responsive to the needs of diverse audiences and contemporary educational
standards.

Why the Eyes on the Prize Civil Rights Reader Remains
Relevant Today

In an era where discussions about race relations and social justice dominate public discourse, the
"Eyes on the Prize Civil Rights Reader" offers invaluable insights into the roots of these ongoing
challenges. By presenting the struggles and strategies of past activists, the reader informs present-
day movements, highlighting the importance of coalition-building, nonviolent resistance, and legal
advocacy.

Moreover, its archival nature preserves voices that might otherwise be lost, ensuring that newer
generations can learn from both triumphs and setbacks of the civil rights era. The reader’s role in
fostering empathy and understanding remains particularly crucial as societies grapple with systemic
inequalities and seek pathways toward reconciliation and reform.

The integration of the reader into academic curricula, public forums, and digital platforms continues
to expand its reach, confirming its status as a foundational resource for anyone interested in the
history and legacy of civil rights activism.

In summary, the "Eyes on the Prize Civil Rights Reader" is more than a historical compilation; it is a
dynamic educational tool that invites reflection on justice, equality, and the ongoing quest for human
rights. Its careful curation of primary materials, coupled with scholarly insights, creates a layered
narrative that remains essential for understanding America’s civil rights journey.

Eyes On The Prize Civil Rights Reader
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Nelson Mandela's address delivered in 1980 in Atlanta. ISBN 0-670-84217-6: $25.00.
  eyes on the prize civil rights reader: The Civil Rights Reader Julie Buckner Armstrong,
Amy Schmidt, 2009-01-01 This anthology of drama, essays, fiction, and poetry presents a thoughtful,
classroom-tested selection of the best literature for learning about the long civil rights movement.
Unique in its focus on creative writing, the volume also ranges beyond a familiar 1954-68 chronology
to include works from the 1890s to the present. The civil rights movement was a complex, ongoing
process of defining national values such as freedom, justice, and equality. In ways that historical
documents cannot, these collected writings show how Americans negotiated this process--politically,
philosophically, emotionally, spiritually, and creatively. Gathered here are works by some of the
most influential writers to engage issues of race and social justice in America, including James
Baldwin, Flannery O'Connor, Amiri Baraka, and Nikki Giovanni. The volume begins with works from
the post-Reconstruction period when racial segregation became legally sanctioned and
institutionalized. This section, titled The Rise of Jim Crow, spans the period from Frances E. W.
Harper's Iola Leroy to Ralph Ellison's Invisible Man. In the second section, The Fall of Jim Crow,
Martin Luther King Jr.'s Letter from Birmingham Jail and a chapter from The Autobiography of
Malcolm X appear alongside poems by Robert Hayden, June Jordan, and others who responded to
these key figures and to the events of the time. Reflections and Continuing Struggles, the last
section, includes works by such current authors as Rita Dove, Anthony Grooms, and Patricia J.
Williams. These diverse perspectives on the struggle for civil rights can promote the kinds of
conversations that we, as a nation, still need to initiate.
  eyes on the prize civil rights reader: The Eyes on the Prize Civil Rights Reader Clayborne
Carson, 1991-11 Contains much of the material that is basic to the U.S. civil rights movement,
including speeches by Martin Luther King, Jr. & writings by Malcolm X.A remarkable collection of
primary sources on the freedom movement in the United States ... An indispensable source for
students and teachers who are interested in civil rights in America.
  eyes on the prize civil rights reader: Literarisches und interkulturelles Verstehen Lothar
Bredella, 2002
  eyes on the prize civil rights reader: Rezeptionsästhetische Literaturdidaktik Lothar
Bredella, Eva Burwitz-Melzer, 2004
  eyes on the prize civil rights reader: Einführung in die Amerikanistik/American Studies Udo
J. Hebel, 2017-01-06 Amerika in allen Facetten. Von den Pilgrim Fathers bis zu Desperate
Housewives, von kolonialen Reiseberichten bis zur 9/11-Literatur: Die Einführung gibt einen
umfassenden und systematischen Überblick über das Studium der Amerikanistik/American Studies
als interdisziplinäre Kulturwissenschaft. Kultur- und Literaturgeschichte, Sprachen und Religion
werden ebenso vorgestellt wie das politische System der USA und die geografischen, regionalen und
demografischen Gegebenheiten. Mit Abbildungen, Tabellen, Zeittafeln, Bibliografien.
  eyes on the prize civil rights reader: Teaching the American Civil Rights Movement Julie
Buckner Armstrong, 2002 The past fifteen years have seen renewed interest in the civil rights
movement. Television documentaries, films and books have brought the struggles into our homes
and classrooms once again. New evidence in older criminal cases demands that the judicial system
reconsider the accuracy of investigations and legal decisions. Racial profiling, affirmative action,
voting districting, and school voucher programs keep civil rights on the front burner in the political
arena. In light of this, there are very few resources for teaching the civil rights at the university
level. This timely and invaluable book fills this gap. This book offers perspectives on presenting the
movement in different classroom contexts; strategies to make the movement come alive for students;
and issues highlighting topics that students will find appealing. Including sample syllabi and detailed
descriptions from courses that prove effective, this work will be useful for all instructors, both
college and upper level high school, for courses in history, education, race, sociology, literature and
political science.
  eyes on the prize civil rights reader: Civil Rights Movement Jennifer Joline Anderson,
2011-08-01 This title examines an important historic event - the civil rights movement. Easy-to-read,



compelling text explores the history of racism and civil rights in the United States from slavery to
segregation, the roles the Montgomery bus boycott, the integration at Little Rock Central High
School, and the Birmingham campaign played in the movement, key African-American activists such
as Martin Luther King Jr. and Rosa Parks, and the effects of this event on society. Features include a
table of contents, a timeline, facts, additional resources, Web sites, a glossary, a bibliography, and
an index. Essential Events is a series in Essential Library, an imprint of ABDO Publishing Company.
  eyes on the prize civil rights reader: James Foreman and SNCC Michael V. Uschan,
2013-05-17 This expansive volume introduces students to civil rights organizer James Forman and
the SNCC organization. It offers biographical details of Forman's life from birth to death including
his role as a key member of the SNCC. It talks about the goals, activities, and the accomplishments
of both Forman and the SNCC.
  eyes on the prize civil rights reader: Educating African American Students Gloria Swindler
Boutte, 2015-08-20 Focused on preparing educators to teach African American students, this
straightforward and teacher-friendly text features a careful balance of published scholarship, a
framework for culturally relevant and critical pedagogy, research-based case studies of model
teachers, and tested culturally relevant practical strategies and actionable steps teachers can adopt.
Its premise is that teachers who understand Black culture as an asset rather than a liability and
utilize teaching techniques that have been shown to work can and do have specific positive impacts
on the educational experiences of African American children.
  eyes on the prize civil rights reader: Heartbeat of Struggle Diane Carol Fujino, 2005 Presents
the biography of the courageous Asian American activist who, on February 12, 1965, cradled
Malcolm X in her arms as he died, although her role as a public servant and activist began much
earlier than this pivotal public moment. Simultaneous.
  eyes on the prize civil rights reader: Race and Liberty in America Jonathan Bean, 2025-02-04
In this long-awaited updated edition of Race & Liberty in America: The Essential Reader, editor
Jonathan Bean presents the timeless and urgent insights classical liberalism has to offer our
troubled and polarized time. In 2009, when Race & Liberty in America: The Essential Reader was
originally published, there was a spirit of optimism surrounding race relations. Fifteen years later, a
far different spirit prevails: one fraught with tensions, many regrettably familiar and some new.
Which raises the question: What happened? And more importantly: How can we set things right?
With new contributions from Thomas Sowell, Coleman Hughes, Thomas Chatterton Williams, Wilfred
Reilly, Kenny Xu, David Bernstein, and Ilya Somin—as well as a plethora of primary source evidence
from recent landmark US Supreme Court decisions—Bean champions the values of colorblindness,
freedom, and equal constitutional protection for all individuals—regardless of race. It’s a message
that couldn’t be more timely. This first collection of writings on race and immigration to document
the role of the classical liberal tradition—a tradition rooted in natural law principles of individual
rights and liberty—reveals: Why classical liberals have espoused “unalienable Rights” derived from
God, individual freedom from government control, the Constitution as a guarantor of freedom,
color-blind law, and capitalism; How classical liberals led the fights against slavery and racism
against seemingly insurmountable odds and long before such positions became popular; What
classical liberals’ defense of a “natural right” to migration implies for today’s immigration
controversies; How capitalism undermines racism by penalizing those who act on their “taste for
discrimination”; Why America’s obtuse preoccupation with left-versus-right politics overshadows
solutions to racial division; How we can improve race relations in the United States today; And
much, much more… From the Declaration of Independence, the antislavery movement, post–Civil
War reconstruction, the Progressive Era, the Great Depression and World War II, the civil rights era,
George Floyd and Black Lives Matter, all the way up to the present day—each chapter in this new
and improved updated edition illuminates how specific time periods in American history grappled
with the demands of equality. Citing such influential Americans as Thomas Jefferson, Louis Marshall,
Frederick Douglass, Booker T. Washington, and Zora Neale Hurston, plus those missing from other
books and heretofore lost to history, Bean shows how classical liberal thought on race relations has



helped shape both law and public opinion … and how it will need to do so again, if America as we
know it is to prosper and thrive. If you’re ready to trade the tired and failed left-versus-right politics
for timeless principles that actually work and uplift societies, read Race & Liberty in America.
  eyes on the prize civil rights reader: Martin Luther King Jr. John A. Kirk, 2014-06-06
Combining the latest insights from KIng biographies and movement histories, this book provides an
up-to-date critical analysis of the relationship between King and the wider civil rights movement.
Delivering a fresh perspective on the relationship between 'the man and the movement', Kirk argues
that it is the interactionbetween national and local movement concerns that is essential to
understanding King's leadership and black activism in the 1950s and 1960s. Kirk examines King's
strengths and his limitations, and weighs the role that king played in then movement alongside the
contributions of other civil rights organizations and leaders, and local civil rights activists. Suitable
for undergraduate courses in 20th century US history.
  eyes on the prize civil rights reader: James and Esther Cooper Jackson Sara Rzeszutek
Haviland, 2015-11-06 This dual biography “examines the ideas and activism of two of the most
committed and significant freedom fighters in twentieth-century America” (Erik Gellman, author of
Death Blow to Jim Crow). Growing up in Virginia during the Great Depression, James E. Jackson and
Esther Cooper Jackson understood that opportunities came differently for blacks and whites, men
and women, rich and poor. They devoted their lives to the black freedom movement and saw a path
to racial equality through the Communist Party. This political affiliation would come to define not
only their activism but also the course of their marriage as the Cold War years unfolded. In this dual
biography, Sara Rzeszutek examines the couple's political involvement as well as the evolution of
their personal and public lives in the face of ever-shifting contexts. She documents the Jacksons'
contributions to the early civil rights movement, discussing their time leading the Southern Negro
Youth Congress, which laid the groundwork for youth activists in the 1960s; their writings in
periodicals such as Political Affairs; and their editorial involvement in The Worker and the civil
rights magazine Freedomways. Drawing upon correspondence, organizational literature, and
interviews with the Jacksons themselves, Haviland presents a portrait of a remarkable pair who lived
during a transformative period of American history. Their story offers a vital narrative of
persistence, love, and activism across the long arc of the black freedom movement.
  eyes on the prize civil rights reader: The Routledge Companion to Race and Ethnicity
Stephen M. Caliendo, Charlton D. McIlwain, 2010-11-17 The Routledge Companion to Race and
Ethnicity is a comprehensive guide to the increasingly relevant, broad and ever changing terrain of
studies surrounding race and ethnicity. Comprising a series of essays and a critical dictionary of key
names and terms written by respected scholars from a range of academic disciplines, this book
provides a thought provoking introduction to the field, and covers: The history and relationship
between race and ethnicity The impact of colonialism and post colonialism Emerging concepts of
whiteness Changing political and social implications of race Race and ethnicity as components of
identity The interrelatedness and intersectionality of race and ethnicity with gender and sexual
orientation Globalization, media, popular culture and their links with race and ethnicity Fully cross
referenced throughout, with suggestions for further reading and international examples, this book is
indispensible reading for all those studying issues of race and ethnicity across the humanities and
social and political sciences.
  eyes on the prize civil rights reader: Beyond Little Rock John A. Kirk, Minnijean Brown
Trickey, 2007-10-01 Based on extensive archival work, private paper collections, and oral history,
this book includes eight of John Kirk’s essays, two of which have never been published before.
Together, these essays locate the dramatic events of the crisis within the larger story of the African
American struggle for freedom and equality in Arkansas. Examining key episodes in state history
from before the New Deal to the present, Kirk covers a wide range of topics that include the
historiography of the school crisis; the impact of the New Deal; early African American politics and
mass mobilization; race, gender, and the civil rights movement; the role of white liberals in the
struggle; and the intersections of race and city planning policy. Kirk unearths many previously



neglected individuals, organizations, and episodes, and provides a thought-provoking analytical
framework for understanding them.
  eyes on the prize civil rights reader: Making Whiteness Grace Elizabeth Hale, 2010-08-25
Making Whiteness is a profoundly important work that explains how and why whiteness came to be
such a crucial, embattled--and distorting--component of twentieth-century American identity. In
intricately textured detail and with passionately mastered analysis, Grace Elizabeth Hale shows how,
when faced with the active citizenship of their ex-slaves after the Civil War, white southerners
re-established their dominance through a cultural system based on violence and physical separation.
And in a bold and transformative analysis of the meaning of segregation for the nation as a whole,
she explains how white southerners' creation of modern whiteness was, beginning in the 1920s,
taken up by the rest of the nation as a way of enforcing a new social hierarchy while at the same
time creating the illusion of a national, egalitarian, consumerist democracy. By showing the very
recent historical making of contemporary American whiteness and by examining how the culture of
segregation, in all its murderous contradictions, was lived, Hale makes it possible to imagine a
future outside it. Her vision holds out the difficult promise of a truly democratic American identity
whose possibilities are no longer limited and disfigured by race.
  eyes on the prize civil rights reader: Leaders from the 1960s David De Leon, 1994-06-22
The throngs at Woodstock, Jane Fonda in Hanoi, I Have a Dream, burning draft cards, fire in the
streets--these images of the 1960s are still very much alive today. What happened to the people and
principles that dominated that decade? Which leaders from those turbulent years had the most
lasting effect on our lives today? How well have the principles for which those leaders fought so
strongly withstood the test of time? This thought-provoking biographical dictionary allows the reader
to study the leaders, both conservative and liberal, their ideals, and their enduring influence. With
major sections on racial democracy, peace and freedom, sexuality and gender, the environment,
radical culture, and visions of alternative societies, Leaders from the 1960s includes entries on a
wide selection of nationally prominent activists of the 1960s. In addition to those who dominated
only the sixties, the volume includes earlier activists who came into prominence in the 1960s and
activists of the era who came into prominence since the 1960s. Each entry provides a biographical
sketch, but the focus of the entries is on the person's basic concepts or the essence of his or her
work and the public response it generated. Included are extensive bibliographies on the individuals
and the period.
  eyes on the prize civil rights reader: The March from Selma to Montgomery Michael V.
Uschan, 2011-06-13 In 1965, a series of historic marches took place on the fifty-four-mile highway
stretching from Selma, Alabama to the state capital of Montgomery. Nonviolent activists and
demonstrators rallied together to protest the racial injustices that prevented the African American
community from exercising their constitutional right to vote. This compelling edition describes the
demonstrations that took place in Selma and the violence that met the protesters in their attempt to
march to the state capitol building in Montgomery. The book also explores the reforms that occurred
as a result of the protests, as well as the impact of the 1965 Voting Rights Act.
  eyes on the prize civil rights reader: The Montgomery Bus Boycott Cheryl Phibbs,
2009-07-23 A revealing, comprehensive, and detailed account focusing on the people and
personalities behind the Montgomery, Alabama, Bus Boycott in 1955–1956, which became the
catalyst for a national civil rights movement. The Montgomery Bus Boycott: A History and Reference
Guide offers a comprehensive account of a critical turning point in American history. It offers a
richly detailed chronological trip through post-World War II Southern society to the early 1960s,
then focuses on the day-to-day frustrations, challenges, and victories of the people behind the
protest that inspired a nationwide movement. The Montgomery Bus Boycott fills a gap in available
resources with its comprehensive portrait of mid-1950s Montgomery—the mainly black, uneducated
female protestors, activist Rosa Parks, Dr. King, and the white society desperate to keep intact the
only culture they understood. Firsthand news reports, editorials, quotes, eyewitness accounts, and
behind-the-scenes stories of political maneuvering help readers experience this dramatic—and still



reverberating—victory over oppression.
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