
the sniper plot diagram
The Sniper Plot Diagram: Unpacking the Story’s Structure and Themes

the sniper plot diagram is a valuable tool for understanding the narrative
arc and key elements of Liam O’Flaherty’s famous short story, "The Sniper."
This story, set during the Irish Civil War, is rich with tension, irony, and
vivid characterization—all of which can be better appreciated through a clear
plot diagram. Whether you're a student analyzing literature or a reader
curious about storytelling techniques, diving into the sniper plot diagram
reveals how O’Flaherty masterfully builds suspense and delivers a powerful
message about the costs of war.

Understanding the Basics of the Sniper Plot
Diagram

When we talk about the sniper plot diagram, we’re essentially breaking down
the story into its traditional plot components: exposition, rising action,
climax, falling action, and resolution. This structure helps readers
visualize the flow of the narrative and identify critical turning points. For
"The Sniper," the plot is tightly focused on a single night, following a
Republican sniper positioned on a rooftop in Dublin. The simplicity of the
setting contrasts with the complexity of the unfolding events, making the
plot diagram an ideal way to track the tension.

Exposition: Setting the Stage for Conflict

The exposition introduces the reader to the war-torn city of Dublin during
the Irish Civil War. The sniper, the protagonist, is described as a young,
determined man stationed on a rooftop, ready to engage the enemy. O’Flaherty
establishes a bleak, tense atmosphere using vivid imagery—darkness, the cold
night, and the distant gunfire. This setup is crucial in the sniper plot
diagram, as it orients readers and sets expectations for the impending
conflict.

Rising Action: Building Suspense Through Danger

As the story progresses, the rising action intensifies the suspense. The
sniper must navigate the dangers of war—evading enemy fire, making strategic
decisions, and dealing with the physical and psychological toll of combat.
His encounter with the enemy sniper across the street heightens the stakes.
The sniper’s careful calculations and split-second decisions keep readers on
edge, perfectly illustrating how the rising action in the sniper plot diagram



functions to escalate tension.

The Climax: The Pivotal Moment in the Sniper
Plot Diagram

The climax of the story is the sniper’s successful shot that kills his enemy.
This moment is charged with dramatic intensity, as it represents both victory
and tragedy. The sniper’s relief is short-lived—this turning point in the
plot diagram also marks the beginning of a deeper realization. The irony of
war becomes apparent here, as the sniper discovers the identity of his
victim, adding a profound emotional layer to the climax.

Falling Action: The Aftermath and Realization

Following the climax, the falling action deals with the sniper’s reaction to
his actions. As he descends from the rooftop to investigate the dead enemy,
the story slows down, allowing the grim reality of war to sink in. This part
of the sniper plot diagram emphasizes the internal conflict and moral
ambiguity faced by soldiers in combat. The sniper’s discovery of his victim’s
true identity challenges readers to reflect on the personal costs of civil
war, where brother fights against brother.

Resolution: A Powerful and Ironic Ending

The resolution ties the story together with an ironic twist: the dead sniper
is revealed to be the protagonist’s own brother. This final revelation adds
emotional depth and poignancy, highlighting the senselessness of conflict. In
the sniper plot diagram, the resolution provides closure, yet it also leaves
readers with lingering questions about the human consequences of war.

Why Use a Plot Diagram for "The Sniper"?

Breaking down "The Sniper" using a plot diagram offers several benefits:

Clarifies Story Structure: It helps readers visualize how the story
unfolds and how tension is built and resolved.

Enhances Comprehension: Understanding each plot element makes it easier
to grasp the story’s themes and character motivations.

Supports Literary Analysis: Teachers and students can use the diagram to



discuss narrative techniques, symbolism, and irony.

Facilitates Writing Skills: Aspiring writers can learn from O’Flaherty’s
concise and effective storytelling by studying the plot’s progression.

Applying the Sniper Plot Diagram in Classroom and
Study

Educators often encourage students to create their own sniper plot diagrams
as a way to engage actively with the text. Drawing out the exposition, rising
action, climax, falling action, and resolution allows students to better
understand pacing and how tension is crafted. It also promotes discussion
about the story’s historical context, character development, and thematic
elements like war’s brutality and irony.

Exploring Related Literary Elements Through the
Sniper Plot Diagram

The sniper plot diagram doesn’t just outline events—it also connects to
deeper literary concepts that enrich the story.

Theme and Symbolism

War and its consequences are central themes highlighted through the sniper
plot diagram. The sniper himself symbolizes the faceless soldier, caught in a
conflict beyond his control. The rooftop setting represents both vantage
point and isolation, while the final revelation underscores the tragic irony
of civil war. Understanding where these themes emerge in the plot helps
readers appreciate the story’s layered meanings.

Character Development

Though a short story, "The Sniper" offers a compelling character arc. The
sniper starts as a detached soldier, focused on survival and duty. The sniper
plot diagram shows how the climax and resolution force a transformation,
revealing vulnerability and humanity beneath the hardened exterior.



Conflict Types

The story features both external conflict (the sniper versus enemy forces)
and internal conflict (the sniper’s grappling with the emotional toll of
killing). Mapping these conflicts onto the plot diagram clarifies how
O’Flaherty balances physical action with psychological depth.

Tips for Creating Your Own Sniper Plot Diagram

If you’re looking to make an effective plot diagram for "The Sniper," here
are some tips to guide you:

Start with a Timeline: Note the sequence of key events—where the sniper1.
is positioned, key actions, and the turning points.

Identify Plot Elements: Clearly mark exposition, rising action, climax,2.
falling action, and resolution.

Incorporate Themes: Add notes on how themes and symbols appear at3.
different stages.

Visualize with Diagrams: Use charts, arrows, or graphs to show rising4.
tension and emotional shifts.

Use Quotes: Include pivotal quotes that highlight the sniper’s thoughts5.
or the story’s mood.

Using these strategies not only improves comprehension but also makes
studying the story more interactive and memorable.

The sniper plot diagram is more than just a structural tool—it opens a window
into the emotional and thematic heart of Liam O’Flaherty’s story. By
dissecting the narrative arc, readers gain a richer appreciation for how
every element works together to deliver a potent message about war, identity,
and tragedy. Whether you’re analyzing the story for a class, writing a paper,
or simply exploring literary techniques, the sniper plot diagram provides a
clear and insightful framework to deepen your understanding.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a plot diagram for 'The Sniper'?
A plot diagram for 'The Sniper' outlines the story's structure, including the



exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution,
illustrating the key events of the narrative.

What is the exposition in the plot diagram of 'The
Sniper'?
The exposition introduces the setting during the Irish Civil War and presents
the protagonist, a Republican sniper positioned on a rooftop in Dublin at
night.

What event marks the rising action in 'The Sniper'
plot diagram?
The rising action includes the sniper's encounter with an enemy sniper, his
clever tactics to deceive and outwit the opponent, and the tension building
as he faces danger.

What is the climax of 'The Sniper' in the plot
diagram?
The climax occurs when the sniper successfully shoots and kills the enemy
sniper, marking the turning point of the story.

How is the falling action depicted in the plot
diagram of 'The Sniper'?
The falling action shows the sniper's realization of the consequences of his
actions as he goes to identify the enemy he has killed.

What is the resolution in the plot diagram of 'The
Sniper'?
The resolution reveals the sniper's shock when he discovers that the enemy
sniper he killed is his own brother.

Why is the plot diagram important for understanding
'The Sniper'?
The plot diagram helps readers visualize the story's structure, understand
the progression of events, and grasp the story's themes such as the cost of
war and the tragedy of civil conflict.

How does the setting influence the plot diagram of
'The Sniper'?
The setting in Dublin during the Irish Civil War creates a tense and



dangerous atmosphere that drives the sniper's actions and the story's
conflict.

What role does suspense play in the 'The Sniper'
plot diagram?
Suspense builds throughout the rising action as the sniper faces life-
threatening challenges, keeping readers engaged until the climax reveals the
story's dramatic twist.

Can the plot diagram of 'The Sniper' be used to
analyze its themes?
Yes, by breaking down the plot into key components, the diagram helps analyze
themes like the futility of war, brotherhood, and the personal cost of
political conflict.

Additional Resources
The Sniper Plot Diagram: An In-Depth Exploration of Structure and Themes

the sniper plot diagram serves as a crucial tool for dissecting the narrative
architecture of Liam O’Flaherty’s renowned short story, "The Sniper." This
diagrammatic approach enables readers, educators, and literary analysts to
visualize and understand the progression of key plot elements, from
exposition through resolution. By mapping out the story’s trajectory, the
plot diagram highlights the interplay of tension, conflict, and irony that
defines this tightly woven narrative set against the backdrop of the Irish
Civil War.

Understanding the sniper plot diagram is essential not only for academic
purposes but also for grasping the thematic depth and emotional impact of the
story. As a war-time narrative, "The Sniper" succinctly encapsulates the
brutality and moral ambiguity of civil conflict, and the plot diagram serves
as a guide to these layers. In this article, we will explore the components
of the sniper plot diagram, analyze how they function within the story, and
examine the broader implications of O’Flaherty’s narrative choices.

The Framework of The Sniper Plot Diagram

The sniper plot diagram follows a traditional narrative structure, commonly
broken down into five key elements: exposition, rising action, climax,
falling action, and resolution. Each of these stages plays a significant role
in building suspense and delivering the story’s ultimate message.



Exposition: Setting the Stage of Conflict

At the outset, the story introduces the protagonist — an unnamed Republican
sniper — positioned on a rooftop in Dublin during the Irish Civil War. The
sniper plot diagram’s exposition phase establishes crucial context: the civil
war’s violent atmosphere, the sniper’s solitary vigil, and the physical and
psychological environment of the conflict. This introduction is brief but
dense, immediately immersing readers in a world of danger and ideological
division. The setting is more than a backdrop; it reflects the fractured
society and internal conflict that permeate the narrative.

Rising Action: Escalating Tension and Danger

Following exposition, the rising action in the sniper plot diagram captures
the sniper’s encounter with an enemy sniper on a nearby rooftop. This segment
intensifies the suspense as the two snipers engage in a deadly game of cat
and mouse. The tension escalates through a series of calculated moves and
near misses, illustrating the tactical nature of warfare and the sniper’s
skill and resolve. The rising action also reveals the psychological strain on
the protagonist, who must balance survival instincts with his moral compass.

Climax: The Moment of High Stakes and Revelation

The climax represents the turning point in the sniper plot diagram where the
sniper takes a decisive shot that kills his adversary. This moment is pivotal
as it marks the peak of conflict and tension. However, O’Flaherty subverts
expectations by infusing the climax with irony. The sniper’s victory is
immediately followed by a shocking realization, which transforms the
narrative from a simple tale of combat into a profound commentary on the
tragic nature of civil war.

Falling Action: The Aftermath of Conflict

After the climax, the falling action depicts the sniper’s reaction to the
killing. The sniper’s initial relief and exhilaration give way to horror and
grief as he discovers the identity of his opponent. The sniper plot diagram
underscores this shift as it moves from external action to internal
reflection. The protagonist’s psychological turmoil is foregrounded here,
highlighting the emotional cost of violence and the personal consequences of
ideological strife.



Resolution: A Powerful and Poignant Conclusion

The resolution in the sniper plot diagram concludes the narrative with the
sniper’s discovery that the enemy was his own brother. This revelation
crystallizes the story’s themes of familial division and the senselessness of
civil war. The ending is deliberately abrupt and haunting, leaving readers to
ponder the futility of conflict and the human cost of political discord. This
final stage of the plot diagram encapsulates the story’s message and
emotional resonance, making it a compelling study in narrative economy and
thematic impact.

Analyzing the Thematic Elements Through the
Plot Diagram

The sniper plot diagram does more than chart the story’s structure; it also
illuminates the thematic subtext woven throughout the narrative. O’Flaherty’s
story, though brief, explores complex issues such as the dehumanizing effects
of war, the conflict between personal loyalty and political allegiance, and
the devastating consequences of civil unrest.

The Duality of Man and War

The sniper plot diagram reveals a duality that runs through the story — the
sniper is both a cold, efficient killer and a vulnerable human being. This
dual nature is reflected in the narrative progression, where tactical
precision and emotional revelation coexist. The diagram’s stages highlight
how the sniper’s external actions mask internal conflict, a theme underscored
in the falling action and resolution.

Irony and Tragedy in Narrative Progression

One of the most striking features of the sniper plot diagram is its
incorporation of irony. The climax and resolution stages demonstrate how
O’Flaherty uses plot twists to enhance the story’s tragic dimensions. The
sniper’s victory is hollow, and the revelation that his enemy is his brother
adds a layer of profound sorrow. This ironic twist is a hallmark of effective
storytelling and is critical to the story’s enduring impact.

Symbolism Embedded in the Plot Structure

The sniper plot diagram also assists in identifying symbolic elements within
the story’s progression. For instance, the rooftop setting symbolizes



isolation and the precariousness of life during war. The sniper’s act of
killing his brother symbolizes the ultimate rupture caused by civil war — the
destruction of family and community. These symbolic interpretations gain
clarity when mapped onto the plot’s key moments.

Practical Applications and Educational Value

The sniper plot diagram is not only a tool for literary analysis but also an
educational resource that enhances comprehension and critical thinking. In
classroom settings, teachers often use plot diagrams to help students break
down complex narratives, identify key elements, and engage with thematic
content more deeply.

Visual Learning: Plot diagrams provide a visual representation of the
story’s flow, making abstract ideas more tangible.

Improved Retention: Seeing the narrative structure helps students
remember key events and their significance.

Critical Analysis: Diagramming encourages examination of cause and
effect, character motivation, and thematic development.

Writing Skills: Understanding plot structure aids students in crafting
coherent and compelling narratives.

Moreover, the sniper plot diagram can be adapted for comparative literature
studies, enabling cross-textual analyses of narrative techniques and thematic
parallels in war stories or short fiction.

Comparisons With Other Plot Diagrams in War
Literature

When compared to plot diagrams of other war-related short stories, the sniper
plot diagram stands out for its brevity and intensity. Stories like Ernest
Hemingway’s “Soldier’s Home” or Tim O’Brien’s “The Things They Carried” often
employ more elaborate narrative arcs, yet “The Sniper” achieves profound
impact within a compressed structure.

The sniper plot diagram’s concise format demonstrates how tight plotting can
deliver powerful emotional and thematic effects without extraneous subplots.
This economy of storytelling is a hallmark of effective short fiction, and
O’Flaherty’s work serves as a prime example.



Strengths and Limitations

While the sniper plot diagram is effective in illustrating the story’s core
elements, it does have limitations. The diagram may not fully capture the
nuanced psychological states or the socio-political context that enrich the
narrative. Additionally, some critics argue that rigid adherence to plot
diagrams can oversimplify complex stories.

Nevertheless, as an analytical framework, the sniper plot diagram remains a
valuable entry point for both novice readers and seasoned critics seeking to
unpack the layers of O’Flaherty’s story.

The sniper plot diagram ultimately reveals the intricate craftsmanship behind
a seemingly straightforward narrative. By tracing the story’s trajectory, the
diagram highlights how structure and theme interweave to create a powerful
commentary on the human costs of war. This approach enriches appreciation of
"The Sniper" and underscores the enduring relevance of narrative analysis
tools in literary studies.

The Sniper Plot Diagram
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station he founded. #2 Derek Black, the son of Don Black, a former KKK leader, was a speaker at the
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believed to be the facts of racial science and immigration. #3 Derek, the radio host, spoke about
how white people were tired of being called racist and were looking for a political party that
represented their interests. He spoke about how he had won a Republican committeeman position in
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2023-07-07 Science fiction cinema, once relegated to the undervalued B movie slot, has become one
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an open access book.Culture is the spiritual activity and product of human society relative to
economy and politics. The traditional concept of human beings believes that culture is a social
phenomenon, a product created by human beings for a long time, and at the same time a historical
phenomenon, which is the accumulation of human society and history.The technical, economical and
cultural nature of art design determines that only with high social and economic development can
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international platform for experts, scholars, engineers and technicians, and technical R&D personnel
engaged in related fields such as culture, design and social development, to share scientific research
results, broaden research ideas, collide with new ideas, and strengthen academic research, and to
explore the key challenges and research directions faced by the development of this field, and
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to hypnotise Rudolf Hess and return him to Germany to kill Nazi leaders. The Americans and Soviets
had their own plans to kill Hitler too, with some equally strange ideas (including injecting female
hormones into the Fuhrer's vegetables). Eventually, after intel gathered revealed that Hitler took a
routine, solitary walk every morning to the Teehaus on the Mooslahnerkopf Hill from the Berghof
residence, a plan was created to assassinate Hitler using a sniper rifle fitted with a silencer. A
perfect investigation for readers who enjoy reading about modern historyl, and the Second World
War in particular. It is also tailored to those with an interest in the “secret war”, covering topics like
the SOE, and military intelligence.
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Learning, A Study Guide for Saki's The Storyteller, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Short Stories
for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography;
study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any
literature project, trust Short Stories for Students for all of your research needs.
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animated graphics together into one complete Web-based package. This book is not just another
Flash book because it focuses on the need of journalists to tell an accurate story and provide
accurate graphics. This book will illustrate how to animate graphics such as maps, illustrations, and
diagrams using Flash. It will show journalists how to integrate high-quality photos and audio
interviews into a complete news package for the Web. Each lesson in the book is followed by a
learning summary so that journalists can review the skills they have acquired along the way. In
addition, the book's six case studies will allow readers to study the characteristics of news packages
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  the sniper plot diagram: Summary of Andrew J. Balaam's Bush War Operator Everest Media,,
2022-04-04T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the original book. Sample
Book Insights: #1 The heat in the Rhodesian desert was intense. It was not long before all the
feeling in your arms was lost as the straps bit deep into your shoulder muscles, cutting off the blood
supply. #2 The patrol leader and several other sergeants were hunched over the map, trying to find
water. It was getting dark, and we were making one last attempt to find water before it got too dark
to continue. #3 We were lost in the hottest, driest country in Rhodesia. We had no water, no radio
communication with headquarters, and we had no idea where we were. We had arrived at the trees
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analysis of the film's historical accuracy). This book is ideal for readers looking to get a vivid
behind-the-scenes look at the greatest war movies ever made.
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ultimately, power. In parsing out the nature of assent, the essays take divers approaches: aesthetic
and symbolist, rationalistic and formalistic, field theory, various conceptualizations of a public
sphere, etc. Together, they offer an insightful exploration of an exciting new terrain argumentation
studies.
  the sniper plot diagram: Moral Theory at the Movies Dean Kowalski, 2011-12-08 Moral
Theory at the Movies provides students with a wonderfully approachable introduction to ethics. The
book incorporates film summaries and study questions to draw students into ethical theory and then
pairs them with classical philosophical texts. The students see how moral theories, dilemmas, and
questions are represented in the given films and learn to apply these theories to the world they live
in. There are 36 films and a dozen readings including: Thank you for Smoking, Plato’s Gorgias, John
Start Mill’s Utilitarianism, Hotel Rwanda, Plato’s Republic, and Horton Hears a Who. Topics cover a
wide variety of ethical theories including, ethical subjectivism, moral relativism, ethical theory, and
virtue ethics. Moral Theory at the Movies will appeal to students and help them think about how
philosophy is relevant today.
  the sniper plot diagram: e-Pedia: Captain America: Civil War Contributors, Wikipedia,
2017-02-11 This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed
table of contents. Captain America: Civil War is a 2016 American superhero film based on the
Marvel Comics character Captain America, produced by Marvel Studios and distributed by Walt
Disney Studios Motion Pictures. It is the sequel to 2011's Captain America: The First Avenger and
2014's Captain America: The Winter Soldier, and the thirteenth film of the Marvel Cinematic
Universe (MCU). The film is directed by Anthony and Joe Russo, with a screenplay by Christopher
Markus & Stephen McFeely, and features an ensemble cast, including Chris Evans, Robert Downey
Jr., Scarlett Johansson, Sebastian Stan, Anthony Mackie, Don Cheadle, Jeremy Renner, Chadwick
Boseman, Paul Bettany, Elizabeth Olsen, Paul Rudd, Emily VanCamp, Tom Holland, Frank Grillo,
William Hurt, and Daniel Brühl. In Captain America: Civil War, disagreement over international
oversight of the Avengers fractures them into opposing factions—one led by Steve Rogers and the
other by Tony Stark. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the
title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 634 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title
article. This book does not contain illustrations.
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