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How Many Muslims Are There in the World? Exploring the Global Muslim Population

how many muslims are there in the world is a question that often comes up in discussions about
religion, demographics, and global culture. Understanding the size and distribution of the Muslim
population can offer valuable insights into social dynamics, economics, and international relations.
Whether you're curious about global religious trends or looking to gain a clearer picture of the
world's diverse communities, exploring this topic sheds light on one of the largest faith groups
worldwide.

Estimating the Global Muslim Population

Determining the exact number of Muslims worldwide can be challenging due to factors like census
accuracy, differing definitions of religious affiliation, and population growth rates. However,
reputable organizations and research centers provide well-informed estimates that help us grasp the
scale.

As of recent studies, the global Muslim population is estimated to be around 1.9 billion people. This
makes Islam the second-largest religion after Christianity, constituting roughly 24% of the world’s
population. The steady growth of this community is influenced by high birth rates in Muslim-majority
countries and the spread of Islam in various regions.

Why Numbers Vary in Different Reports

There are several reasons why the number of Muslims globally might vary between sources:

- **Self-identification:** Some people may culturally identify as Muslim without active religious
practice, while others may convert or leave the faith.

- ¥**Census reporting:** Not all countries collect religious data with equal rigor or frequency.

- **Population growth:** Muslim communities in different regions grow at varying rates, affecting
numbers over time.

- *Migration and diaspora:** Movement of Muslim populations to non-Muslim majority countries
also impacts the distribution.

Understanding these factors helps contextualize population estimates and highlights the diversity
within the Muslim world.

Geographical Distribution of Muslims Worldwide

The question of how many Muslims are there in the world naturally leads to curiosity about where
these populations primarily live. Islam is a truly global religion with followers on every continent,
but the majority reside in specific regions.



Top Muslim-Majority Countries

Most Muslims live in countries where Islam is the dominant religion. Here are some of the largest
Muslim populations by country:

¢ Indonesia: Home to the largest Muslim population in the world, Indonesia has approximately
230 million Muslims, making up about 87% of its total population.

e Pakistan: With over 200 million Muslims, Pakistan ranks second in terms of Muslim
population size.

e India: Although India is a Hindu-majority country, it has a significant Muslim minority,
estimated at around 200 million people.

e Bangladesh: Another large Muslim-majority country, Bangladesh has around 150 million
Muslims.

e Egypt: The most populous Muslim country in the Arab world, Egypt has nearly 100 million
Muslims.

These countries alone account for a substantial portion of the global Muslim population, but many
others contribute significantly as well.

Muslim Populations in the Middle East and North Africa

The Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region is often considered the heartland of Islam, as it
includes the religion’s birthplace in Saudi Arabia. Countries such as Iran, Turkey, Iraq, and Morocco
have large Muslim populations, primarily Sunni and Shia denominations. This region is culturally
and religiously diverse, with Muslims representing the majority in most nations.

Muslims in Europe, the Americas, and Africa

While Muslims form majorities in parts of Africa and Asia, they also represent growing minorities in
Europe and the Americas. Countries like France, Germany, the United Kingdom, and Russia have
substantial Muslim communities due to migration and historical ties. In the Americas, Muslim
populations are smaller but steadily increasing, particularly in the United States, Canada, and Brazil.

Understanding the Diversity Within the Muslim
Population

When exploring how many Muslims are there in the world, it’s important to recognize the rich



diversity within the global Muslim community. Islam is not monolithic; it encompasses various
cultures, traditions, and interpretations.

Sunni and Shia Muslims

The two largest branches of Islam are Sunni and Shia. Approximately 85-90% of Muslims worldwide
identify as Sunni, while Shia Muslims make up about 10-15%. These groups differ in religious
practices, historical narratives, and leadership structures but share core beliefs.

Ethnic and Cultural Diversity

Muslims belong to countless ethnic groups, speaking hundreds of languages and practicing Islam
within a wide variety of cultural contexts. From Arab, Persian, and Turkic peoples to South Asians,
Africans, and Southeast Asians, the Muslim community is remarkably diverse.

Varied Religious Practices and Schools of Thought

Within Sunni and Shia Islam, there are multiple schools of jurisprudence (madhabs) and spiritual
traditions. These differences influence daily rituals, legal interpretations, and community life,
enriching the global mosaic of Islamic belief.

Why Knowing the Number of Muslims Matters

Understanding how many Muslims there are in the world goes beyond statistics; it helps foster
intercultural awareness and promotes more inclusive policies. Here are a few reasons why this
knowledge is valuable:

¢ Global influence: With nearly a quarter of the world’s population, Muslims play a crucial role
in international affairs, economics, and culture.

* Social cohesion: Recognizing the presence and contributions of Muslim communities
encourages mutual respect and reduces prejudice.

» Market insights: Businesses and organizations can better serve diverse populations by
understanding demographic trends.

¢ Educational purposes: Accurate data supports scholarly research and promotes informed
discussions about religion and society.



The Future of the Muslim Population

Population experts predict that the number of Muslims worldwide will continue to grow in the
coming decades. Factors contributing to this trend include higher fertility rates in Muslim-majority
countries and conversions to Islam.

By 2050, the Pew Research Center estimates the global Muslim population could reach nearly 3
billion, narrowing the gap with Christianity or potentially becoming the world’s largest religion. This
demographic shift will likely influence many aspects of global culture, politics, and economics.

The question of how many Muslims are there in the world is not just about numbers but about
appreciating the dynamic and evolving presence of Islam across the globe. Observing these trends
helps us better understand the interconnectedness of today’s world and the rich tapestry of human
belief.

Frequently Asked Questions

How many Muslims are there in the world as of 2024?

As of 2024, there are approximately 1.9 billion Muslims worldwide, making Islam the second-largest
religion globally.

Which countries have the largest Muslim populations?

Countries with the largest Muslim populations include Indonesia, Pakistan, India, and Bangladesh,
with Indonesia having the highest number of Muslims.

What percentage of the global population are Muslims?

Muslims constitute about 24% of the global population, nearly one in every four people worldwide.

How is the global Muslim population expected to change in
the coming decades?

The global Muslim population is projected to grow significantly in the coming decades, potentially
reaching nearly 3 billion by 2060 due to higher fertility rates and younger demographics.

Are Muslims evenly distributed around the world?

No, Muslims are not evenly distributed; the majority live in Asia and Africa, with significant
communities in the Middle East, South Asia, and parts of Europe and the Americas.



Additional Resources
How Many Muslims Are There in the World? An In-Depth Analysis of Global Islamic Demographics

how many muslims are there in the world is a question that has intrigued demographers,
sociologists, and policymakers alike, given the significant role Islam plays in global culture, politics,
and religion. Understanding the global Muslim population is essential not only for religious studies
but also for geopolitical analysis, economic forecasting, and social dynamics. This article delves into
the current estimates of the Muslim population worldwide, explores regional distributions,
demographic trends, and the factors influencing growth patterns within the Islamic community.

Global Estimates of the Muslim Population

According to the Pew Research Center’s studies and other demographic research organizations, the
number of Muslims globally is estimated to be approximately 1.9 billion as of 2023, representing
about 24% of the world’s total population. This makes Islam the second-largest religion after
Christianity. The figure is dynamic, however, influenced by birth rates, migration patterns,
conversion rates, and varying degrees of religious adherence.

Understanding how many Muslims there are in the world requires recognizing the diversity within
the Muslim community itself. The population comprises different sects, ethnic groups, and cultural
backgrounds, including Sunni and Shia branches, as well as smaller sects like Ibadi or Ahmadiyya.
The Sunni population accounts for roughly 85-90% of all Muslims worldwide, while Shia Muslims
make up about 10-15%.

Regional Distribution of the Muslim Population

Muslims are not confined to the Middle East, as commonly perceived. While the region remains a
historical and spiritual center of Islam, the largest Muslim populations are found in Asia and Africa.
The distribution is roughly as follows:

¢ Asia-Pacific: Home to about 60% of the world’s Muslims. Countries such as Indonesia,
Pakistan, India, and Bangladesh boast some of the largest Muslim populations globally.
Indonesia alone holds the title of the most populous Muslim-majority nation with
approximately 230 million adherents.

e Middle East and North Africa (MENA): This region holds around 20% of the global Muslim
population. Countries like Egypt, Iran, Turkey, and Saudi Arabia are significant contributors.

e Sub-Saharan Africa: Approximately 15% of the global Muslim population resides here,
including nations such as Nigeria, Sudan, and Senegal.

e Europe and the Americas: Muslims constitute a smaller but growing minority in these areas
due to migration and higher birth rates among Muslim communities. Europe’s Muslim
population is estimated at over 25 million, while the Americas have around 5 million Muslims.



This regional breakdown highlights the substantial Muslim presence in non-Arab countries,
reflecting Islam’s global reach and cultural adaptability.

Demographic Trends Affecting Muslim Population
Growth

Several demographic factors contribute to the growth or stagnation of the Muslim population
worldwide. These include fertility rates, age distribution, and urbanization trends.

Fertility Rates and Age Structure

Muslim-majority countries tend to have higher fertility rates compared to global averages. For
instance, countries like Niger and Somalia have average fertility rates above 5 children per woman,
which significantly impacts population growth. Conversely, some Muslim-majority nations such as
Iran and Turkey have seen declining fertility rates in recent decades, aligning more closely with
global trends.

Moreover, the Muslim population is relatively young, with a median age of around 23 years,
compared to the global median of 30. This youthful demographic base suggests the potential for
continued population growth in the coming decades, as a larger proportion of the population enters
reproductive age.

Migration and Urbanization

Global migration patterns have also influenced the geographic spread of Muslims. Economic
migration, refugee movements, and family reunification have led to growing Muslim communities in
Europe, North America, and Australia. Urbanization within Muslim-majority countries additionally
shifts population concentrations from rural to urban areas, impacting social structures and economic
dynamics.

Challenges in Estimating the Muslim Population

While various studies provide estimates regarding how many Muslims there are in the world, these
numbers are not without challenges. Different countries have varying methods of census-taking and
religious identification, which can lead to discrepancies.

Variability in Data Collection

Some nations do not include questions about religion in their censuses, while others rely on self-



identification, which can be influenced by social and political factors. Additionally, the definition of
who is considered Muslim varies; some include cultural Muslims who may not practice the religion
actively, while others count only those who identify as devout.

Impact of Conversion and Secularization

Conversion rates, both to and from Islam, also affect population counts but are difficult to measure
accurately. Secularization trends in some Muslim-majority countries, where individuals may identify
culturally rather than religiously, introduce further complexity.

Future Projections and Implications

The Muslim population is projected to grow faster than any other major religious group in the
coming decades. By 2050, estimates suggest that Muslims could nearly equal the number of
Christians worldwide, possibly reaching around 3 billion adherents.

This growth has broad implications:

e Economic: A rising Muslim population, especially among youth, represents both opportunities
and challenges in education, employment, and entrepreneurship.

¢ Political: Countries with large Muslim populations will continue to shape regional and global
geopolitics.

¢ Social: Increasing diversity within Muslim communities will influence cultural exchanges,
interfaith dialogue, and social cohesion.

Understanding how many Muslims there are in the world is thus more than a statistical exercise—it
informs policies and perceptions that affect millions.

The ongoing demographic shifts within the Muslim population underscore the importance of
accurate, nuanced data collection and analysis. As Islam continues to be a significant force on the
world stage, the question of the size and characteristics of its adherents remains a vital area of study
for scholars, governments, and civil society alike.
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how many muslims are there in the world: A History of the Muslim World since 1260
Vernon Egger, 2016-09-16 The history of the predominantly Muslim world is examined within the
context of world history. It examines political, economic, and broad cultural developments, as well as
specifically religious ones. The themes of the book are tradition and adaptation: it examines the
tensions between the desire of Muslims to maintain continuity with their legacy and their
recognition of the need to adapt to changing conditions.

how many muslims are there in the world: World Religions in America, Fourth Edition
Jacob Neusner, 2009-10-07 The fourth edition of World Religions in America continues its lauded
tradition of providing students with reliable and nuanced information about America's religious
diversity, while also reflecting new developments and ideas. Each chapter was updated to reflect
important changes and events, and current statistics and information. New features include a
timeline of key events and people for each tradition, sidebars on major movements or controversies,
personal stories from members of various faiths, a theme-based organization of subjects, more
subheads, three new chapters exploring America's increasing religious diversity, and suggestions for
further study.

how many muslims are there in the world: Islam in Society Eileen Lucas, 2018-12-15
Provide your readers with this essential guidebook about Islam and its role in society. As of 2015,
approximately 1.8 billion people identified as Muslim, 24 percent of the global population. Islam's
adherents are found throughout the world, but some question whether its values and practices are
at odds with those of Western nations, with particular concerns about Muslim extremism and its
connection to terrorism. This has prompted attempts to control or even prevent Muslims from
entering Western countries. As the global Muslim population continues to rise and immigration
increases, questions about the role of Islam and its adherents in society have become increasingly
urgent.

how many muslims are there in the world: The World's Religions Peter B. Clarke, Peter
Beyer, 2009-05-07 This comprehensive volume focuses on the world's religions and the changes they
have undergone as they become more global and diverse in form. It explores the religions of the
world not only in the regions with which they have been historically associated, but also looks at the
new cultural and religious contexts in which they are developing. It considers the role of migration
in the spread of religions by examining the issues raised for modern societies by the increasing
interaction of different religions. The volume also addresses such central questions as the dynamics
of religious innovation which is evidenced in the rise and impact of new religious and new
spirituality movements in every continent.

how many muslims are there in the world: A History of the Muslim World since 1260 Vernon
Egger, 2018-05-01 A History of the Muslim World since 1260 continues the narrative begun by A
History of the Muslim World to 1750 by tracing the development of Muslim societies, institutions,
and doctrines from the time of the Mongol conquests through to the present day. It offers students a
balanced coverage of Muslim societies that extend from Western Europe to Southeast Asia. Whereas
it presents a multifaceted examination of Muslim cultures, it focuses on analysing the interaction
between the expression of faith and contemporary social conditions. This extensively updated second
edition is now in full colour, and the chronology of the book has been extended to include recent
developments in the Muslim world. The images and maps have also been refreshed, and the
literature has been updated to include the latest research from the last 10 years, including sections
dedicated to the roles and status of women within Muslim societies throughout history. Divided
chronologically into three parts and accompanied by a detailed glossary, A History of the Muslim
World since 1260 is a perfect introduction for all students of the history of Muslim societies.

how many muslims are there in the world: One Islam, Many Muslim Worlds Raymond
William Baker, 2015-08-03 In One Islam, Many Muslims Worlds Raymond Baker addresses the main
paradox of the Islamic world today: the fact of its emergence as a civilizational force strong enough
to contend with the West, in the midst of its unprecedented material vulnerability.



how many muslims are there in the world: World Religions in America Jacob Neusner,
2003-01-01 In this the third edition of Jacob Neusner's basic, accessible, and proven guide to the
world's religions as they are practiced in America, new chapters explore the Church of Scientology,
Nature Religions, and the Baha'i faith. In addition, the chapter on Islam in America has been
expanded. Each chapter includes study questions, essay topics, and suggestions for further reading.

how many muslims are there in the world: Encyclopedia of World Religions
Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc., 2008-05-01 A guide to the religions of the world and to the concepts,
movements, people, and events that have shaped them. It includes features such as: entries on
religious movements and concepts, historical and legendary figures, divinities, religious sites and
ceremonies; images that show sacred places, vestments, rituals, objects, and texts; and more.

how many muslims are there in the world: The Popular Handbook of World Religions Daniel
J McCoy, 2021-03-23 A Christian’s Guide to the World’s Most Prominent Religions Meeting people
from other religions is an incredible blessing and a unique challenge. As Christians, what do we
need to know about their beliefs to effectively interact with them? And how can we share about
Jesus with sensitivity for someone’s relationship to their current faith? A compilation from some of
today’s top religion scholars, The Popular Handbook of World Religions is a clear and insightful
guide to understanding and conversing with followers of the world’s major belief systems. You will...
gain a balanced, nuanced comprehension of what followers of other religions believe, and see how
those beliefs compare with those of Christianitydevelop deeper respect for different cultures and
appreciate their unique traditions and ideaslearn how to share about Christ with true compassion
and a recognition of other people’s individuality and heritage Featuring the writings of Dr. Douglas
Groothuis, Dr. Paul Copan, Dr. Winfried Corduan, and more, The Popular Handbook of World
Religions is designed to help you gain the wisdom you need to interact with people of other faiths,
from atheism to Judaism, Buddhism to Islam, Jainism to Sikhism, and more.

how many muslims are there in the world: Islam in World Cultures R. Michael Feener,
2004-10-26 Islam in World Cultures analyzes differences in Islamic culture and practice by looking
not simply at matters of doctrine, but also at how Islam interacts with local cultures. Contemporary
treatments of Islam focus on the Middle East; they treat the beliefs and people of that region as
representing all of Islam. At most they emphasize the differences between Muslim groups—Sunni vs.
Shia, for instance—while overlooking the even greater differences that result from region-specific
cultural and political pressures. Islam in World Cultures gathers the work of ten eminent scholars,
each of whom has expertise in the Muslim culture of a particular country or geographical area.
Individual chapters explore contemporary developments in the Islamic experience in Turkey, Iran,
Pakistan, Central Asia, China, Indonesia, South Africa, Ethiopia, and the United States. This broad
treatment provides an introduction to the full range of issues relating to Islam in the context of
globalization.

how many muslims are there in the world: World Christianity in Muslim Encounter Stephen
R. Goodwin, 2011-11-03 Global Christianity in Local Context and Muslim Encounter is a unique
collection of essays in honour of David A. Kerr, well-known for his contributions in the areas of
Christian-Muslim dialogue, Ecumenical Studies and Missions. With contributions from recognized
experts in these fields, the book provides a platform for examining contemporary Christian-Muslim
relations and critical issues facing twenty-first century Christianity. Volume 2 is a veritable Who's
Who of renowned Christian and Muslim scholars that have shaped the course of Christian-Muslim
dialogue over the last half century. Their contributions in this volume address contemporary and
pivotal issues facing Christians and Muslims today, such as Islamophobia, Islamism, Religious
Freedom, Inter-religious Challenges and Urbanism, Mission and Economic Globalisation, Suffering
and Social Responsibility, and others.

how many muslims are there in the world: The World's Religions: Islam Peter Clarke,
2002-06-01 The theological and philosophical bases of the beliefs are clearly presented with their
history, development, expression and everyday practice. It is written by international specialists in a
scholarly but non-technical style.



how many muslims are there in the world: Buddhist-Muslim Relations in a Theravada
World Iselin Frydenlund, Michael Jerryson, 2020-02-28 This book is the first to critically analyze
Buddhist-Muslim relations in Theravada Buddhist majority states in South and Southeast Asia. Asia
is home to the largest population of Buddhists and Muslims. In recent years, this interfaith
communal living has incurred conflicts, such as the ethnic-religious conflicts in Myanmar, Sri Lanka,
and Thailand. Experts from around the world collaborate to provide a comprehensive look into
religious pluralism and religious violence. The book is divided into two sections. The first section
provides historical background to the three countries with the largest Buddhist-Muslim relations.
The second section has chapters that focus on specific encounters between Buddhists and Muslims,
which includes anti-Buddhist sentiments in Bangladesh, the role of gender in Muslim-Buddhist
relations and the rise of anti-Muslim and anti-Rohingya sentiments in Myanmar. By exploring
historical fluctuations over time—paying particular attention to how state-formations condition
Muslim-Buddhist entanglements—the book shows the processual and relational aspects of religious
identity constructions and Buddhist-Muslim interactions in Theravada Buddhist majority states.

how many muslims are there in the world: The World's Religions Peter Clarke, Friedhelm
Hardy, Leslie Houlden, Stewart Sutherland, 2004-01-14 * Gives an account of the history, the
theological basis, the practice and the current state of the study of religion and religions throughout
the world * Combines a clear and non-technical style of presentation with a structure and range of
contributions which reflect the richness and complexity of religion itself, of the religions of the world
and the study of religions * Comprehensive index, bibliographies and suggestions for further reading
“Intriguing philosophical questions are raised about the nature of religion and the qualities needed
for studying it.' - Times Higher Education Supplement "Excellent book ... remarkably successful,
impressive as much for the sheer scale of the undertaking as for its consistent standard of analysis.
It is a fine achievement which will serve both as a very suitable textbook for students and a reliable
guide to the state of scholarship in the History and Study of Religions.' - Heythrop Journal

how many muslims are there in the world: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam Amanullah De
Sondy, Michelle A. Gonzalez, William S. Green, 2020-10-15 Judaism, Christianity and Islam: An
Introduction to Monotheism shows how a shared monotheistic legacy frames and helps explain the
commonalities and disagreements among Judaism, Christianity and Islam and their significant
denominations in the world today. Taking a thematic approach and covering both historical and
contemporary dimensions, the authors discuss how contemporary geographic and cultural contexts
shape the expression of monotheism in the three religions. It covers differences between religious
expressions in Israeli Judaism, Latin American Christianity and British Islam. Topics discussed
include scripture, creation, covenant and identity, ritual, ethics, peoplehood and community,
redemption, salvation, life after death, gender, sexuality and marriage. This introductory text, which
contains over 30 images, a map, a timeline, chapter afterthoughts and critical questions, is written
by three authors with extensive teaching experience, each a specialist in one of the three
monotheistic traditions.

how many muslims are there in the world: Edugas GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies Route A Joy
White, Chris Owens, Ed Pawson, Amanda Ridley, 2017-04-03 This is an updated edition of our
Edugas GCSE Religious Studies Route A textbook, published April 2022. Bring out the best in every
student, enabling them to develop in-depth subject knowledge with the updated edition of our
Edugas GCSE Religious Studies Route A Student Book. Work through accessible and engaging
content that has been thoroughly revised by subject specialists to provide streamlined and
up-to-date support for the specification. - Help students of all abilities fulfill their potential and
increase their understanding through clear, detailed explanations of the key content and concepts -
Motivate students to build and cement their knowledge and skills using a range of imaginative,
innovative activities that support learning and revision - Provide a variety of quotes from sources of
authority that students can draw on to enhance their responses and extend their learning -
Encourage students to make links between the world religions and philosophical and ethical issues
so they develop a holistic view of religion in modern Britain - Prepare students for examination with



a rich bank of exam-style questions, guidance on how to improve responses and student-friendly
assessment criteria - Teach unfamiliar topics and systematic studies confidently with clear
explanations of Christian, Catholic Christian, Islamic and Judaic beliefs and practices, verified by
faith leaders and organisations WJEC Edugas GCSE RS Component 1: Religious, philosophical and
ethical studies in the Modern World 1 Issues of Relationship 2 Issues of Life and Death 3 Issues of
Good and Evil 4 Issues of Human Rights Component 2: 5 Beliefs and teachings 6 Christianity:
Practices Component 3: Study of a World Faith - Islam 7 Islam: Beliefs and teachings 8 Islam:
Practices Component 3: Study of a World Faith - Judaism 9 Judaism: Beliefs and teachings 10
Judaism: Practices

how many muslims are there in the world: Cosmopolitanism: Ethics in a World of
Strangers (Issues of Our Time) Kwame Anthony Appiah, 2010-03-01 “A brilliant and humane
philosophy for our confused age.”—Samantha Power, author of A Problem from Hell Drawing on a
broad range of disciplines, including history, literature, and philosophy—as well as the author's own
experience of life on three continents—Cosmopolitanism is a moral manifesto for a planet we share
with more than six billion strangers.

how many muslims are there in the world: Islamism: Religion and Ideology Wilyam Shar?f,
2009 The book is a critique of Islamic fundamentalism, modernist rationalism and imperialism. It
argues that there is a firm relationship between Islamism and the religion of Islam and that Muslims
today need a new Islamic discourse.

how many muslims are there in the world: An Introduction to Islam for Jews Reuven
Firestone, 2010-01-01 Helping Jews understand Islam--a reasoned and candid view

how many muslims are there in the world: A World of Trouble Patrick Tyler, 2025-08-22 A
spellbinding narrative account of America in the Middle East that reads almost like a thriller (The
Economist) The Middle East is the beginning and the end of U.S. foreign policy: events there
influence our alliances, make or break presidencies, govern the price of oil, and draw us into war.
But it was not always so—and as Patrick Tyler shows in A World of Trouble, a thrilling chronicle of
American misadventures in the region. The story of American presidents' dealings there is one of
mixed motives, skulduggery, deceit, and outright foolishness, as well as of policymaking and
diplomacy. Tyler draws on newly opened presidential archives to dramatize the approach to the
Middle East across U.S. presidencies from Eisenhower to George W. Bush. He takes us into the Oval
Office and shows how our leaders made momentous decisions; at the same time, the sweep of this
narrative—from the Suez crisis to the Iran hostage crisis to George W. Bush's catastrophe in
Irag—lets us see the big picture as never before. Tyler tells a story of presidents being drawn into
the affairs of the region against their will, being kept in the dark by local potentates, being led
astray by grasping subordinates, and making decisions about the internal affairs of countries they
hardly understand. Above all, he shows how each president has managed to undo the policies of his
predecessor, often fomenting both anger against America on the streets of the region and confusion
at home. A World of Trouble is the Middle East book we need now: compulsively readable, free of
cant and ideology, and rich in insight about the very human challenges a new president will face as
he or she tries to restore America's standing in the region.
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