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Orange County Voter Information Guide: Everything You Need to Know to Vote Confidently

orange county voter information guide is your go-to resource if you're preparing to participate in
upcoming elections in one of California’s most vibrant and populous counties. Whether you’re a first-
time voter or a seasoned participant, understanding the ins and outs of voter registration, polling
locations, mail-in ballots, and election deadlines in Orange County will empower you to make your
voice heard with confidence and ease. This guide aims to break down everything you need to know in
a straightforward, friendly way, so you can focus on what matters most—casting your ballot.

Getting Started: Registering to Vote in Orange County

Before you can cast your vote, you need to be registered. Fortunately, Orange County offers multiple
convenient ways to register, update your information, or check your registration status.

Who Can Register?

To be eligible to register in Orange County, you must:

Be a United States citizen.

Be a resident of Orange County.

Be at least 18 years old on or before Election Day.

Not currently be in state or federal prison for the conviction of a felony.

Not be declared mentally incapacitated by a court of law.

How to Register in Orange County

There are several ways to get registered:

Online: The California Online Voter Registration system allows you to register quickly if you
have a California driver’s license or ID card.

By Mail: You can request a voter registration form from the Orange County Registrar of Voters,
fill it out, and mail it back.

In Person: Visit the Registrar of Voters office or designated government offices such as the
DMV.



At Events: Look for voter registration drives at local community events or libraries.

Keep in mind, the deadline to register is typically 15 days before an election, so mark your calendar to
avoid missing out.

Understanding Your Ballot: What to Expect

Once registered, you’ll want to familiarize yourself with the type of ballot you’ll receive and what
elections you’ll be voting in. Orange County holds a variety of elections, from local city council races
to statewide propositions and federal offices.

Mail-In and Vote-by-Mail Ballots

Mail-in voting has become increasingly popular in Orange County, especially with the expansion of
vote-by-mail options. Registered voters can request a mail-in ballot ahead of time or, in many cases,
receive one automatically depending on state laws.

The mail-in ballot typically arrives a few weeks before Election Day, giving you ample time to review
the candidates and measures. Just follow the instructions carefully:

Fill out your choices clearly.

Sign the envelope as required.

Return your ballot by mail or drop it off at an official ballot drop box or polling location before
the deadline.

Polling Locations and Hours

If you prefer to vote in person, Orange County offers numerous polling locations across the county.
Polling places are open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Election Day. It’s wise to check the exact location
assigned to you because it may change from one election to another.

You can find your assigned polling place by visiting the Orange County Registrar of Voters website or
using the California voter information portal. Arriving early can help you avoid long lines and ensure a
smooth voting experience.

Important Dates and Deadlines to Remember



Staying on top of key dates ensures your vote counts. Here are some essential deadlines you should
know:

Registration Deadline: Typically 15 days before Election Day.

Vote-by-Mail Ballot Request Deadline: Usually a week before the election.

Early Voting Period: Orange County often provides early voting options starting about two
weeks before Election Day.

Election Day: Polls open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on the designated date.

Mail-In Ballot Return Deadline: Ballots must be postmarked by Election Day and received
within a specified time frame.

Always verify these dates for each election cycle, as they may vary depending on the type of election
(primary, general, special).

Additional Resources and Tips for Orange County
Voters

Voting can seem overwhelming with all the candidates, propositions, and local measures on the
ballot. Here are some tips and resources to help you stay informed and prepared:

Research Candidates and Measures

Use trusted sources to learn about the candidates and ballot measures before you vote. The Orange
County Registrar of Voters website offers a sample ballot with detailed information. Additionally, local
newspapers and community organizations often provide voter guides that break down complex
propositions in plain language.

Accessibility and Assistance

Orange County is committed to making voting accessible for everyone. If you have a disability, you
can request accommodations such as curbside voting or accessible polling places. Language
assistance is also available for voters who speak Spanish, Vietnamese, Korean, and other languages
common in the area.



Track Your Ballot

If you vote by mail, you can track your ballot status online through California’s BallotTrax system. This
service notifies you when your ballot has been mailed, received, and counted, giving you peace of
mind that your vote was counted.

Stay Informed About Election Changes

Election rules and procedures can change from year to year, especially in response to evolving
circumstances like public health concerns. Signing up for email or text alerts from the Orange County
Registrar of Voters keeps you up to date on any important changes.

Why Your Vote in Orange County Matters

Orange County is a dynamic community with diverse voices and interests. The local elections affect
schools, transportation, public safety, housing, and environmental policies that directly impact daily
life. By participating in elections, you have the power to shape the future of your neighborhoods and
the broader region.

Moreover, Orange County often plays a pivotal role in statewide and national elections due to its large
population and diverse electorate. Your vote contributes to the democratic process and ensures that
your community’s needs and values are represented.

---

Navigating the voting process in a large county like Orange can seem daunting at first, but with the
right information, it becomes a straightforward and rewarding experience. This orange county voter
information guide is designed to help you every step of the way—from registering and understanding
your ballot to casting your vote confidently, whether by mail or in person. Take advantage of the
resources available, stay informed, and make your voice count in the next election.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the Orange County Voter Information Guide?
You can find the Orange County Voter Information Guide on the official Orange County Registrar of
Voters website or receive a printed copy by mail if you are a registered voter.

What information is included in the Orange County Voter
Information Guide?
The guide includes details about candidates, ballot measures, voting locations, important election
dates, and instructions on how to vote in Orange County.



When is the Orange County Voter Information Guide typically
mailed to voters?
The guide is usually mailed to registered voters about two to three weeks before an election to
provide ample time to review the information.

How can I request a replacement copy of the Orange County
Voter Information Guide?
You can request a replacement copy by contacting the Orange County Registrar of Voters office via
phone, email, or through their website.

Is the Orange County Voter Information Guide available in
multiple languages?
Yes, the guide is available in several languages including English, Spanish, Chinese, Vietnamese, and
Korean to accommodate the diverse community.

Can I access the Orange County Voter Information Guide on
my mobile device?
Yes, the Orange County Registrar of Voters website provides a mobile-friendly version of the Voter
Information Guide for easy access on smartphones and tablets.

Additional Resources
Orange County Voter Information Guide: Navigating the Electoral Process with Confidence

orange county voter information guide serves as an essential resource for residents looking to
participate in local, state, and federal elections. As one of California’s most populous counties, Orange
County’s diverse electorate requires clear, accessible, and accurate voting information to ensure
active civic engagement. This guide dives into the critical components of voter registration, polling
locations, ballot options, and election deadlines, empowering voters with the knowledge to make
informed decisions at the polls.

Understanding Voter Registration in Orange County

Voter registration forms the cornerstone of electoral participation, and the Orange County voter
information guide prioritizes clarity around this process. California operates under a “motor voter”
law, allowing residents to register to vote when they apply for or renew their driver’s licenses.
However, the county also facilitates multiple avenues for registration, underscoring accessibility.



Eligibility and Registration Methods

Residents must meet several eligibility requirements to register: being a U.S. citizen, a California
resident, and at least 18 years old by Election Day. Voter registration can be completed via:

Online Registration: The California Secretary of State’s website provides a user-friendly
platform for online registration, allowing for quick updates or new registrations.

Mail-In Forms: Paper registration forms are available at libraries, post offices, and government
offices throughout Orange County, which can be mailed to the Registrar of Voters.

In-Person Registration: Voters may register or update their information at the Orange County
Registrar of Voters office or at designated locations during early voting periods.

The Orange County voter information guide emphasizes that registration deadlines typically fall 15
days before Election Day, though California’s conditional voter registration allows eligible individuals
to register and vote provisionally even after the deadline during early voting and on Election Day
itself.

Polling Locations and Vote-by-Mail Options

One of the most critical aspects covered in the Orange County voter information guide is the variety
of voting methods available to residents, reflecting a commitment to maximizing voter turnout and
convenience.

Polling Places and Early Voting Centers

Orange County maintains hundreds of polling locations distributed strategically across its cities and
unincorporated areas. The Registrar of Voters website offers a searchable tool where voters can
identify their assigned polling place based on their registered address. These locations are typically
open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Election Day.

Early voting sites are another feature that the guide highlights, allowing voters to cast ballots prior to
Election Day at select locations. This flexibility helps accommodate voters with scheduling conflicts or
mobility limitations.

Vote-by-Mail and Ballot Drop Boxes

Orange County has seen a significant increase in vote-by-mail participation, particularly following the
COVID-19 pandemic. The county mails ballots automatically to all registered voters, a practice known
as “universal vote-by-mail,” which California adopted ahead of the 2020 elections.



To address concerns about ballot security and timely submission, the Orange County voter
information guide details multiple secure ballot drop boxes placed throughout the county. These drop
boxes are available 24/7 during the voting period, providing a convenient alternative to mailing
ballots.

Election Dates and Important Deadlines

The Orange County voter information guide meticulously catalogs key dates to ensure voters do not
miss critical deadlines. These include:

Voter registration cutoff — generally 15 days before Election Day1.

Deadline to request a vote-by-mail ballot — varies but typically close to Election Day2.

Early voting periods — often starting 10 days before Election Day3.

Election Day itself — the official day to cast ballots in person4.

The guide also advises voters to verify deadlines annually as state and county election officials
occasionally adjust timelines based on legislative changes or extraordinary circumstances.

Accessibility and Language Assistance

Orange County’s diverse population includes many communities with limited English proficiency and
individuals with disabilities. The voter information guide addresses these needs with comprehensive
resources.

Language Support Services

California law mandates that counties provide voting materials in multiple languages depending on
community demographics. Orange County offers ballots and voter education materials in languages
such as Spanish, Vietnamese, Korean, and Chinese. The guide directs voters to these resources and
also highlights the availability of language assistance at polling places.

Accessibility Features

For voters with disabilities, the Orange County voter information guide provides information about
accessible polling locations equipped with features like wheelchair ramps, accessible voting
machines, and curbside voting options. Additionally, the county offers vote-by-mail as an option for
those who find it challenging to travel to polling sites.



Tracking Your Ballot and Avoiding Common Pitfalls

Modern election administration increasingly incorporates technology to reassure voters and enhance
transparency. The Orange County voter information guide explains how residents can track their vote-
by-mail ballots online to confirm receipt and counting status, which helps reduce anxieties around lost
or delayed ballots.

The guide also warns about common issues that may invalidate a ballot, such as missing signatures or
late submissions. By educating voters about these pitfalls, the Registrar of Voters aims to minimize
disenfranchisement due to technical errors.

Security and Integrity Measures

In light of growing concerns over election security nationwide, Orange County emphasizes robust
protocols to protect voter data and ballot integrity. The guide outlines procedures including signature
verification, secure storage of ballots, and auditing processes post-election to ensure accuracy and
confidence in results.

The Role of the Orange County Registrar of Voters

Central to the administration of elections in the county is the Registrar of Voters office, which
manages voter registration, candidate filings, ballot design, and vote tabulation. The voter
information guide encourages residents to utilize the Registrar’s website and customer service
channels for personalized assistance and up-to-date election news.

This office also plays a vital role in voter outreach and education, organizing workshops and
informational sessions to encourage informed participation. Their efforts reflect a broader
commitment to strengthening democratic engagement across Orange County’s diverse communities.

The breadth and depth of the orange county voter information guide make it a indispensable tool for
any resident aiming to exercise their voting rights effectively. By consolidating vital details about
registration, voting options, deadlines, and accessibility, the guide promotes transparency and trust in
the electoral process. For voters seeking clarity in a complex political landscape, this resource stands
as a beacon of reliable information and civic empowerment.
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  orange county voter information guide: Official Voter Information Guide , 2018
  orange county voter information guide: California Voter Information Guide , 2000
  orange county voter information guide: California Voter Information Guide, Ballot
Pamphlet , 1998-11-03
  orange county voter information guide: Racial Propositions Daniel HoSang, 2010 With
narrative fluency and deftness, constructed on a bedrock of prodigious archival research, HoSang's
book provides a sorely needed genealogy of the 'color-blind consensus' that has come to define race
and recode racism within US politics, law and public policy. This will be a book that lasts.--Nikhil Pal
Singh, author of Black is a Country: Race and the Unfinished Struggle for Democracy An important
analysis of both the exact contours of white supremacy and the failures of electoral
anti-racism.--George Lipsitz, author of The Possessive Investment in Whiteness Racial Propositions
brilliantly documents the history of race in California's post-World War II ballot initiatives to show
that nothing is what it seems when it comes to race and politics in America's ethnoracial frontier.
Daniel HoSang provides readers with a sharply focused interdisciplinary lens though which to see
how the language and politics of political liberalism veil what are ultimately racialized ballot
initiatives. If California is a harbinger for the rest of the country, then HoSang's tour de force is
required reading for anyone interested how the United States will negotiate diversity in the 21st
century.--Tomás R. Jiménez, author of Replenished Ethnicity: Mexican Americans, Immigration, and
Identity
  orange county voter information guide: A People's Guide to Orange County Elaine Lewinnek,
Gustavo Arellano, Thuy Vo Dang, 2022-01-25 At first encounter, Orange County can resemble the
incoherent sprawl that geographer James Howard Kunstler named The Geography of Nowhere: a
car-dependent, seemingly bland space designed most of all for efficient capitalist consumption. But
it is somewhere, too, and learning its stories helps it become more than its boosters' slogans. Writers
Lisa Alvarez and Andrew Tonkovich, residents of Orange County's remote Modjeska Canyon,
describe this whole county as a much-constructed and -contrived locale, a pestered and paved
landscape built and borne upon stories of human development... of destruction as well as, happily, of
enduring wild places. In a similar vein, essayist D. J. Waldie, chronicler of the bordering suburb of
Lakewood, asserts that becoming Californian ... means locating yourself in habitats of memory that
connect ordinary, local areas with broader themes. Moving beyond sentimentality, nostalgia, and so
many sales pitches that omit far too much, Waldie echoes Michel de Certeau's call to awaken the
stories that sleep in the streets. That is the goal of this book. Inspired by Laura Pulido, Laura
Barraclough, and Wendy Cheng's A People's Guide to Los Angeles (University of California Press,
2012), as well as the People's Guides to Boston and San Francisco that have followed it, we offer this
guidebook for locals, tourists, students, and everyone who wants to understand where they really
are. This book is organized with regional chapters, sorted roughly north to south by community.
Within each city, sites are listed alphabetically. After the group of entries for each city, we
recommend nearby restaurants as well as other sites of interest for visitors. Readers may explore
this book geographically or use the thematic tours in the appendix to consider environmental
politics, Cold War legacies, the politics of housing, LGBTQ spaces, or Orange County's carceral
state. The appendix also contains suggestions for teachers using this book, engaging students in
cognitive mapping, close reading, popular-culture analysis, and creating additional entries of
people's history. While many local histories tend to focus on a few white settlers, this book places
attention on the people, especially the subaltern ones who are hierarchically under others, including
workers, people of color, youth, and LGBTQ individuals. No single book can represent an entire
county, so we have chosen to concentrate on the lesser-known power struggles that have happened
here and influenced the landscape that we all share. We could not include everyone, of course. We
are mindful that other groups are currently creating more people's history on this landscape that we
hope our readers will continue to explore. In Orange County, excavating the diverse past can be
frowned upon or actively repressed by those invested in selling Orange County in the style of its
booster Anglo settlers from 150 years ago. This book tells the diverse political history beyond the



bucolic imagery of orange-crate labels. We hope it will inspire readers to further explore Orange
County and reflect on even more sites that could be included in the ordinary, extraordinary
landscape here--
  orange county voter information guide: Reforming Legislatures Peverill Squire,
2024-06-26 Winner of the 2025 Virginia Gray Book Award, APSA Section 22: State Politics and Policy
Legislatures are ubiquitous in the American political experience. First created in Virginia in 1619,
they have existed continuously ever since. Indeed, they were established in even the most unlikely of
places, notably in sparsely populated frontier settlements, and functioned as the focal point of every
governing system devised. Despite the ubiquity of state legislatures, we know remarkably little
about how Americans have viewed them as organizations, in terms of their structures, rules, and
procedures. But with the rise of modern public opinion surveys in the twentieth century, we now
have extensive data on how Americans have gauged legislative performance throughout the many
years. That said, the responses to the questions pollsters typically pose reflect partisanship, policy,
and personality. Generally, respondents respond favorably to legislatures controlled by their own
political party and those in power during good economic times. Incumbent lawmakers get ratings
boosts from having personalities, “home styles” that mesh with those of their constituents. These
relationships are important indicators of people’s thoughts regarding the current performance of
their legislatures and legislators, but they tell us nothing about attitudes toward the institution and
its organizational characteristics. This study offers a unique perspective on what American voters
have historically thought about legislatures as organizations and legislators as representatives.
Rather than focusing on responses to surveys that ask respondents how they rate the current
performance of lawmakers and legislatures, this study leverages the most significant difference
between national and state politics: the existence of ballot propositions in the latter. At the national
level Americans have never had any say over Congress’s structure, rules, or procedures. In contrast,
at the state level they have had ample opportunities over the course of more than two centuries to
shape their state legislatures. The data examined here look at how people have voted on more than
1,500 state ballot propositions targeting a wide array of legislative organizational and parliamentary
features. By linking the votes on these measures with the public debates preceding them, this study
documents not only how American viewed various aspects of their legislatures, but also whether
their opinions held constant or shifted over time. The findings reported paint a more nuanced
picture of Americans’ attitudes toward legislatures than the prevailing one derived from survey
research. When presented with legislative reform measures on which concrete choices were offered
and decisions on them had to be made, the analyses presented here reveal that, counter to the
conventional wisdom that people loved their representatives but hated the legislature, voters usually
took charitable positions toward the institution while harboring skeptical attitudes about lawmakers’
motives and behaviors.
  orange county voter information guide: Santa Clara County Registrar of Voters California.
State Auditor (2013-), 2017
  orange county voter information guide: Mobilizing Inclusion Lisa Garcia Bedolla, Melissa R.
Michelson, 2012-10-09 Which get out the vote efforts actually succeed in ethnoracial communities,
and why? Analyzing the results from hundreds of original experiments, the authors of this book offer
a persuasive new theory to explain why some methods work while others do not. Exploring and
comparing a wide variety of efforts targeting ethnoracial voters, the authors present a new
theoretical frame: the social cognition model of voting, based on an individual's sense of civic
identity, for understanding get out the vote effectiveness. Their book serves as a guide for political
practitioners, for it offers concrete strategies to employ in developing future mobilization efforts.
  orange county voter information guide: Yesterday's Monsters Hadar Aviram, 2020-02-18 In
1969, the world was shocked by a series of murders committed by Charles Manson and his “family”
of followers. Although the defendants were sentenced to death in 1971, their sentences were
commuted to life with parole in 1972; since 1978, they have been regularly attending parole
hearings. Today all of the living defendants remain behind bars. Relying on nearly fifty years of



parole hearing transcripts, as well as interviews and archival materials, Hadar Aviram invites
readers into the opaque world of the California parole process—a realm of almost unfettered
administrative discretion, prison programming inadequacies, high-pitched emotions, and political
pressures. Yesterday’s Monsters offers a fresh longitudinal perspective on extreme punishment.
  orange county voter information guide: Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance , 1991
Identifies and describes specific government assistance opportunities such as loans, grants,
counseling, and procurement contracts available under many agencies and programs.
  orange county voter information guide: Orange Coast Magazine , 1993-09 Orange Coast
Magazine is the oldest continuously published lifestyle magazine in the region, bringing together
Orange County¹s most affluent coastal communities through smart, fun, and timely editorial content,
as well as compelling photographs and design. Each issue features an award-winning blend of
celebrity and newsmaker profiles, service journalism, and authoritative articles on dining, fashion,
home design, and travel. As Orange County¹s only paid subscription lifestyle magazine with
circulation figures guaranteed by the Audit Bureau of Circulation, Orange Coast is the definitive
guidebook into the county¹s luxe lifestyle.
  orange county voter information guide: All-American Nativism Daniel Denvir, 2020-01-14
American history told from the vantage of immigration politics It is often said that with the election
of Donald Trump nativism was raised from the dead. After all, here was a president who organized
his campaign around a rhetoric of unvarnished racism and xenophobia. Among his first acts on
taking office was to block foreign nationals from seven predominantly Muslim countries from
entering the United States. But although his actions may often seem unprecedented, they are not as
unusual as many people believe. This story doesn’t begin with Trump. For decades, Republicans and
Democrats alike have employed xenophobic ideas and policies, declaring time and again that “illegal
immigration” is a threat to the nation’s security, wellbeing, and future. The profound forces of
all-American nativism have, in fact, been pushing politics so far to the right over the last forty years
that, for many people, Trump began to look reasonable. As Daniel Denvir argues, issues as diverse
as austerity economics, free trade, mass incarceration, the drug war, the contours of the post 9/11
security state, and, yes, Donald Trump and the Alt-Right movement are united by the ideology of
nativism, which binds together assorted anxieties and concerns into a ruthless political project.
All-American Nativism provides a powerful and impressively researched account of the long but
often forgotten history that gave us Donald Trump.
  orange county voter information guide: Ayer Directory of Publications , 1881
  orange county voter information guide: Get Out the Vote Donald P. Green, Alan S. Gerber,
2023-11-08 What are the most cost-effective ways to increase voter turnout? Whether the ambition
is to win elections, promote civic engagement, or bolster the legitimacy of democratic institutions,
this question is of enormous significance to those who run and study campaigns. Since the original
edition appeared in 2004 Get Out the Vote has become the indispensable guide to understand how to
mobilize voters. Combining information from their own extensive field research and the rapidly
expanding number of studies conducted by a growing network of scholars and campaign
consultants, Donald P. Green and Alan S. Gerber bring scientific rigor to the subject, challenging
much of the conventional wisdom about what works and what doesn't in political campaigns.
Updated to include the newest research and published in time for the 2024 election cycle, Get Out
the Vote will again be the indispensable guide to voter mobilization for campaign managers,
consultants, and activists across the political spectrum. In addition, Green and Gerber provide
students an accessible introduction to campaign research methodology.
  orange county voter information guide: Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance, 1999
Barry Leonard, 1999-06 Contains 1,412 assistance programs administered by 57 Federal agencies in
agriculture, crime control, education, employment and training, health and human services, housing
and homeownership, and science and technology. Chapters: how to use the catalog; agency
summary; agency programs; alpha. index of programs; applicant eligibility; deadlines index;
functional index; subject index; deleted and added programs; crosswalk of changes to program



numbers and titles; program descriptions: programs requiring executive order 12372 review;
authorization appendix; agency addresses; sources of additional info.; and developing and writing
grant proposals.
  orange county voter information guide: Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance United
States. Office of Management and Budget, 1999 Identifies and describes specific government
assistance opportunities such as loans, grants, counseling, and procurement contracts available
under many agencies and programs.
  orange county voter information guide: Atlas of the 2012 Elections J. Clark Archer, Fiona M.
Davidson, Erin H. Fouberg, Kenneth C. Martis, Richard L. Morrill, Fred M. Shelley, Robert H.
Watrel, Gerald R. Webster, 2014-09-26 The presidential election of 2012 was hotly contested, with
polls showing President Barack Obama and Governor Mitt Romney neck-and-neck at various points
during the campaign. In the end, Democrat Obama won reelection by nearly four percentage points
at the national level; he won 26 states and the District of Columbia to Republican Romney’s 24
states. Obama’s victory confirmed that the election of the first African American president in 2008
was not a fluke, suggesting that racial attitudes in the United States have indeed matured in the
recent past. Bringing together leading political geographers and political scientists, this
authoritative atlas analyzes and maps the campaigns, primaries, general election, and key state
referenda in the 2012 elections. The contributors offer a comprehensive and detailed assessment of
a wide array of election issues and results including presidential primaries; newspaper
endorsements and campaign stops; the results of the presidential election at the regional and
national levels; and key voting patterns by race and ethnicity, religion, occupational groups, age, and
poverty. Moving beyond the national race, the atlas examines important senatorial and gubernatorial
races and considers selected state referenda including the marijuana votes in Colorado and
Washington and same-sex marriage referenda in Maryland, Washington, Colorado, and Minnesota.
The voting patterns identified in 2012 elections are also compared to earlier contests to provide
political and geographic context over time. Illustrated with nearly 200 meticulously drawn full-color
maps, the atlas will be an essential reference and a fascinating resource for pundits, voters,
campaign staffs, and political junkies alike.
  orange county voter information guide: N. W. Ayer & Son's American Newspaper Annual
, 1881
  orange county voter information guide: Suburban Warriors Lisa McGirr, 2015-06-02 In the
early 1960s, American conservatives seemed to have fallen on hard times. McCarthyism was on the
run, and movements on the political left were grabbing headlines. The media lampooned John
Birchers's accusations that Dwight Eisenhower was a communist puppet. Mainstream America
snickered at warnings by California Congressman James B. Utt that barefooted Africans were
training in Georgia to help the United Nations take over the country. Yet, in Utt's home district of
Orange County, thousands of middle-class suburbanites proceeded to organize a powerful
conservative movement that would land Ronald Reagan in the White House and redefine the
spectrum of acceptable politics into the next century. Suburban Warriors introduces us to these
people: women hosting coffee klatches for Barry Goldwater in their tract houses; members of
anticommunist reading groups organizing against sex education; pro-life Democrats gradually drawn
into conservative circles; and new arrivals finding work in defense companies and a sense of
community in Orange County's mushrooming evangelical churches. We learn what motivated them
and how they interpreted their political activity. Lisa McGirr shows that their movement was not one
of marginal people suffering from status anxiety, but rather one formed by successful
entrepreneurial types with modern lifestyles and bright futures. She describes how these suburban
pioneers created new political and social philosophies anchored in a fusion of Christian
fundamentalism, xenophobic nationalism, and western libertarianism. While introducing these
rank-and-file activists, McGirr chronicles Orange County's rise from nut country to political
vanguard. Through this history, she traces the evolution of the New Right from a virulent
anticommunist, anti-establishment fringe to a broad national movement nourished by evangelical



Protestantism. Her original contribution to the social history of politics broadens—and often
upsets—our understanding of the deep and tenacious roots of popular conservatism in America.
  orange county voter information guide: Report on the Activities of the Committee on House
Oversight of the House of Representatives During the One Hundred Fifth Congress United States.
Congress. House. Committee on House Oversight, 1999
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