the great escape full movie

The Great Escape Full Movie: A Timeless Classic of Courage and Ingenuity

the great escape full movie has long been celebrated as one of the most riveting war films ever
made. Its gripping story of bravery, determination, and relentless hope continues to captivate
audiences decades after its initial release. If you're a fan of historical dramas or classic cinema, this
film offers a compelling glimpse into the extraordinary lengths prisoners of war went to during
World War II. But what makes The Great Escape full movie such an enduring favorite? Let’s dive
deeper into the elements that have cemented its place in film history.

The Story Behind The Great Escape Full Movie

At its core, The Great Escape full movie is based on a true story from World War II. It tells the tale of
Allied prisoners who orchestrated a massive and daring escape from a German POW camp. The film
is adapted from Paul Brickhill’s 1950 book, which documented the real events that unfolded in
Stalag Luft III, a high-security camp designed to hold captured airmen.

What sets this movie apart is its blend of tension, camaraderie, and meticulous planning. The
prisoners—played by an ensemble cast including Steve McQueen, James Garner, and Richard
Attenborough—represent a diverse group of men united by a shared goal: freedom. This narrative
not only highlights their courage but also the incredible teamwork and ingenuity involved in
tunneling under the camp fences, forging documents, and outsmarting their captors.

Why The Great Escape Full Movie Stands Out in War Cinema

Unlike many war films that focus purely on combat, The Great Escape full movie emphasizes the
psychological and strategic battle between prisoners and their guards. The suspense builds
gradually as viewers become invested in the characters’ efforts to outwit the enemy. The movie’s
attention to detail—like authentic set designs and period-accurate uniforms—adds to its immersive
quality.

Moreover, the film balances moments of tension with lighthearted camaraderie, which humanizes
the characters and makes their fate all the more impactful. Steve McQueen’s iconic motorcycle
chase scene is a standout moment that continues to thrill viewers, showcasing not just action but the
spirit of rebellion and hope.

Watching The Great Escape Full Movie Today

If you're interested in watching The Great Escape full movie, there are several options available
across streaming platforms and DVD collections. Many classic movie channels and online services
frequently feature this film due to its popularity and timeless appeal.



Tips for an Enhanced Viewing Experience

To fully appreciate the movie, consider watching it with a bit of background knowledge about World
War II POW camps and the real-life escape it portrays. Understanding the historical context helps
viewers grasp the dangers and stakes involved. Additionally, watching with friends or family who
enjoy history or classic films can spark interesting discussions about courage, sacrifice, and
resilience.

For those interested in a deeper dive, reading Paul Brickhill’s original book or exploring

documentaries about Stalag Luft III can enrich your understanding of the story behind the film. This
layered approach turns a simple movie night into a fascinating educational experience.

Impact and Legacy of The Great Escape Full Movie

Since its release in 1963, The Great Escape full movie has influenced countless filmmakers and
storytellers. It set a high standard for war movies that focus on prisoner narratives and elaborate
escape plots. The film’s portrayal of solidarity and strategic thinking under extreme conditions
resonates with audiences even beyond the war genre.

Iconic Elements That Shaped Popular Culture

Several aspects of the movie have become ingrained in popular culture. For instance:
e Steve McQueen’s Motorcycle Scene: This thrilling chase sequence is often cited as one of
the greatest action sequences in classic cinema.

e Memorable Score: Composed by Elmer Bernstein, the movie’s music adds emotional depth
and heightens the suspenseful moments.

e Character Archetypes: The diverse personalities of the prisoners—from the clever forgers to

the bold leaders—have inspired character development in numerous subsequent films and
series.

These elements contribute to why fans continually revisit The Great Escape full movie, passing it
down through generations.

Exploring Themes and Lessons in The Great Escape
Full Movie

Beyond its entertainment value, The Great Escape full movie offers rich themes that provoke thought



about human nature and resilience. The prisoners’ relentless pursuit of freedom underscores the
universal desire for autonomy and dignity, even in the bleakest circumstances.

The Role of Ingenuity and Teamwork

One of the most striking lessons from the movie is how creativity and collaboration can overcome
seemingly insurmountable barriers. The extensive planning involved in digging tunnels, fabricating
tools, and coordinating escapes showcases problem-solving at its finest. It’s a powerful reminder
that collective effort and innovation can prevail against adversity.

Hope as a Driving Force

Hope is palpable throughout the film. Despite the risks and setbacks, the characters never lose sight
of their goal. This unwavering optimism is inspiring and serves as a testament to the human spirit’s
ability to endure hardship.

Where to Find The Great Escape Full Movie Online

For those eager to experience this cinematic gem, several legitimate platforms offer access to The
Great Escape full movie. Subscription services like Amazon Prime Video, Apple TV, and sometimes
Netflix or Hulu may include it in their classic movie sections. Additionally, digital rentals or
purchases are available through Google Play Movies and YouTube.

When searching for The Great Escape full movie online, it’s best to use official streaming services or

buy from reputable retailers to ensure high-quality viewing and support the creators. Avoid
unauthorized sites, as they can pose security risks and often provide inferior versions of the film.

Tips for Streaming Classic War Films

Watching older movies on modern devices can sometimes present challenges with image quality or
formatting. To enhance your experience:

e Use a high-definition screen to appreciate the film’s detailed set designs and costumes.

e Consider using subtitles if accents or older dialogue styles are difficult to understand.

e Set aside uninterrupted time to fully immerse yourself in the story without distractions.

These simple steps ensure you get the most from The Great Escape full movie and other classic
films.



The Great Escape full movie remains a treasured piece of film history, blending action, drama, and
historical authenticity in a way that continues to resonate with viewers. Whether you're a history
buff, a classic film enthusiast, or just looking for an engaging story of courage, this movie offers a
timeless adventure that’s well worth watching.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I watch The Great Escape full movie online?

The Great Escape full movie is available on various streaming platforms such as Amazon Prime
Video, Apple iTunes, and Google Play Movies for rent or purchase. Availability may vary by region.

Is The Great Escape full movie available for free streaming?

The Great Escape is a classic film, but it is typically not available for free on legal streaming sites.
You might find it on subscription services or need to rent or buy it from digital stores.

What is the plot of The Great Escape full movie?

The Great Escape is a World War II film about Allied prisoners of war who plan a massive escape
from a German POW camp. It is based on a true story and highlights their ingenuity and
determination.

Who stars in The Great Escape full movie?

The Great Escape stars Steve McQueen, James Garner, Richard Attenborough, and Charles Bronson,
among others. It features an ensemble cast of well-known actors from the 1960s.

When was The Great Escape full movie released?

The Great Escape was released in 1963. It has since become a classic war film known for its thrilling
story and memorable performances.

Is The Great Escape full movie based on a true story?

Yes, The Great Escape is based on a true story. It is inspired by the real events of Allied prisoners of
war who attempted a mass escape from the German Stalag Luft III camp during World War II.

Additional Resources

The Great Escape Full Movie: A Timeless Classic of Wartime Cinema

the great escape full movie remains an iconic piece of cinematic history, renowned for its
gripping narrative, stellar ensemble cast, and masterful direction. Released in 1963, this war film
has transcended generations, continuing to captivate audiences with its depiction of courage,
ingenuity, and resilience during one of history’s most tumultuous periods. As viewers seek out the



full movie to experience it anew, an analytical exploration of its themes, production, and legacy
offers valuable insight into why The Great Escape endures as a benchmark in war film storytelling.

Historical Context and Plot Overview

Set against the backdrop of World War II, The Great Escape dramatizes the true story of a mass
escape attempt by Allied prisoners of war (POWSs) from the German Stalag Luft IIT camp. The film’s
narrative centers on a meticulously orchestrated breakout engineered by a diverse group of
prisoners, each contributing unique skills to tunnel their way to freedom. The plot underscores not
only physical escape but also the indomitable spirit of those who refused to succumb to captivity.

This full movie adaptation draws heavily on Paul Brickhill’s 1950 non-fiction book, itself a detailed
account of the real events. While some creative liberties were taken to enhance dramatic effect, the
core story remains faithful to the historical record, providing a compelling blend of fact and fiction
that appeals to both history enthusiasts and general audiences.

Direction and Cinematic Craftsmanship

Directed by John Sturges, The Great Escape full movie exemplifies meticulous craftsmanship in
wartime storytelling. Sturges, known for his ability to manage ensemble casts and complex
narratives, expertly balances tension, character development, and action sequences. His direction
ensures that the film’s pacing maintains suspense without sacrificing depth, a critical factor in
sustaining audience engagement over its nearly three-hour runtime.

Cinematographer Daniel L. Fapp’s work deserves special mention for capturing the stark contrasts
between the claustrophobic confines of the POW camp and the expansive landscapes that symbolize
freedom. The visual storytelling complements the narrative’s emotional beats, reinforcing themes of
confinement and hope.

Ensemble Cast and Character Dynamics

One of the film’s standout features is its remarkable ensemble cast, including Steve McQueen, James
Garner, Richard Attenborough, and Charles Bronson, among others. Each actor brings a distinctive
energy to their role, creating a tapestry of personalities that enrich the narrative.

Steve McQueen’s portrayal of Captain Virgil Hilts, the “Cooler King,” injects a rebellious spirit and
charisma that became emblematic of the film. His motorcycle chase scene is frequently cited as one
of the most memorable moments in cinema history, illustrating McQueen’s natural affinity for action
roles.

Richard Attenborough’s role as Squadron Leader Roger Bartlett anchors the film with a sense of
leadership and strategic intellect, while James Garner and Charles Bronson add layers of
camaraderie and tension. The interplay among these characters not only drives the plot but also
humanizes the prisoners, allowing audiences to connect with their struggles and aspirations.



Thematic Exploration

At its core, The Great Escape full movie explores themes of resilience, solidarity, and ingenuity
under duress. The prisoners’ collective effort to engineer their escape epitomizes teamwork and
resourcefulness, reflecting broader wartime values of sacrifice and perseverance.

The film also delves into the psychological dimensions of captivity. Moments of humor and personal
interaction provide relief from the overarching tension, illustrating how morale and human
connection serve as vital coping mechanisms. This nuanced portrayal elevates the movie beyond a
simple war adventure, offering a more profound commentary on the human condition during
conflict.

Technical Aspects and Production Design

The production design of The Great Escape is notable for its attention to authenticity. Stalag Luft
III's recreation was painstakingly executed to reflect the conditions of the original camp, enhancing
the film’s immersive quality. The sets, props, and costumes contribute to an atmosphere that feels
both authentic and narratively compelling.

Sound design and score further augment the film’s impact. Elmer Bernstein’s musical composition
underscores pivotal scenes, balancing suspenseful motifs with moments of triumph. This auditory
layer complements the visual storytelling, reinforcing the film’s emotional resonance.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

Decades after its release, The Great Escape full movie continues to influence both popular culture
and the war film genre. Its portrayal of prisoner ingenuity and defiance has inspired numerous
subsequent films and television series. The motorcycle chase sequence, in particular, has become a
cultural touchstone, often referenced and parodied.

The movie’s enduring appeal is also evident in its ongoing availability across streaming platforms,
DVD releases, and television broadcasts, ensuring that new audiences can access this classic. The
film’s blend of historical drama and action entertainment positions it as a valuable educational tool
as well, providing insight into POW experiences during World War II.

Comparative Analysis with Other War Films

When compared to other notable war films such as “Bridge on the River Kwai” or “Saving Private
Ryan,” The Great Escape occupies a unique niche. While it shares a focus on prisoner experiences
with “Bridge on the River Kwai,” its emphasis on escape mechanics and group dynamics
distinguishes it. Unlike the intense battlefield realism of “Saving Private Ryan,” The Great Escape
blends historical events with cinematic adventure, making it more accessible while still respectful of
its source material.



This balance of entertainment and historical fidelity has contributed to its status as a classic,
appealing to both war film aficionados and casual viewers.

Accessing The Great Escape Full Movie

For those interested in watching the full movie, multiple viewing options exist. Digital platforms
such as Amazon Prime Video, iTunes, and Google Play offer rental and purchase options. Physical
copies on Blu-ray and DVD remain popular for collectors and enthusiasts who value high-definition
quality and supplemental content.

When streaming or purchasing, viewers benefit from restored versions that enhance picture and
sound quality, preserving the film’s impact for modern audiences. Additionally, many editions
include behind-the-scenes features and interviews that enrich understanding of the film’s production
and significance.

Pros and Cons of Viewing the Full Movie Today

e Pros: Timeless storytelling; historical insight; strong performances; high production values;
availability on multiple platforms.

¢ Cons: Lengthy runtime may challenge modern viewers; some dated special effects; dramatized
elements diverge slightly from historical accuracy.

Despite minor drawbacks, the overall experience remains compelling, offering both entertainment
and educational value.

In sum, The Great Escape full movie stands as a testament to the enduring power of well-crafted
wartime narratives. Its combination of historical grounding, memorable characters, and technical
excellence ensures its place in the pantheon of classic cinema. Whether revisited by longtime fans or
discovered by new audiences, the film continues to resonate with themes of courage and hope that
transcend its era.
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better place than it used to be. People are wealthier and healthier. Yet the escapes from destitution
by so many have left gaping inequalities between people and between nations. This book tells the
story of how, some parts of the world began to experience sustained progress, and set the stage for
unequal world.

the great escape full movie: Movies in American History Philip C. DiMare, 2011-06-17 This
provocative three-volume encyclopedia is a valuable resource for readers seeking an understanding
of how movies have both reflected and helped engender America's political, economic, and social
history. Movies in American History: An Encyclopedia is a reference text focused on the relationship
between American society and movies and filmmaking in the United States from the late 19th
century through the present. Beyond discussing many important American films ranging from Birth
of a Nation to Star Wars to the Harry Potter film series, the essays included in the volumes explore
sensitive issues in cinema related to race, class, and gender, authored by international scholars who
provide unique perspectives on American cinema and history. Written by a diverse group of
distinguished scholars with backgrounds in history, film studies, culture studies, science, religion,
and politics, this reference guide will appeal to readers new to cinema studies as well as film
experts. Each encyclopedic entry provides data about the film, an explanation of the film's cultural
significance and influence, information about significant individuals involved with that work, and
resources for further study.

the great escape full movie: Virgin Film: War Films James Clarke, 2013-08-31 War films have
existed since the birth of cinema, typically gung-ho tales of macho derring-do. But war films are not
always about bravado and bravery, they also detail the horrors of war, the sadness, the brotherhood
of soldiers and comedy that can be found in the bleakest of situations, as well as the excitement of
the battlefield. War Films explores defining movies of the genre in sections covering different wars
as well as wars with other worlds. The book also offers links between the different films, historical
and cinematic worth and profiles of key actors and directors. Among the films included are Saving
Private Ryan, Dr Strangelove,Welcome to Sarajevo, The Dam Busters, Gallipoli, The Deer Hunter
and Ran.

the great escape full movie: Dreams of Flight Dana Polan, 2021-11-09 Introduction --
Engineering The great escape : from book to film (and in-between) -- Tunneling in : The great escape
: style, theme, and structure -- After-lives -- Appendix : It really happened.

the great escape full movie: 100 Great War Movies Robert J. Niemi, 2018-04-04 This book
serves as a fascinating guide to 100 war films from 1930 to the present. Readers interested in war
movies will learn surprising anecdotes about these films and will have all their questions about the
films' historical accuracy answered. This cinematic guide to war movies spans 800 years in its
analysis of films from those set in the 13th century Scottish Wars of Independence (Braveheart) to
those taking place during the 21st-century war in Afghanistan (Lone Survivor). World War II has
produced the largest number of war movies and continues to spawn recently released films such as
Dunkirk. This book explores those, but also examines films set during such conflicts as the
Napoleonic Wars, the American Civil War, World War I, the Vietnam War, and the wars in
Afghanistan and Iraq. The book is organized alphabetically by film title, making it easy to navigate.
Each entry is divided into five sections: Background (a brief discussion of the film's genesis and
financing); Production (information about how, where, and when the film was shot); Synopsis (a
detailed plot summary); Reception (how the film did in terms of box office, awards, and reviews) and
Reel History vs. Real History (a brief analysis of the film's historical accuracy). This book is ideal for
readers looking to get a vivid behind-the-scenes look at the greatest war movies ever made.

the great escape full movie: 100 Greatest Film Scores Matt Lawson, Laurence MacDonald,
2018-09-15 The background music on a film can make or break the audience experience. Imagine
the shower scene in Psycho without the shrieking violins or Jaws without the ominous notes
thatportend the shark’s attack! Musical accompaniment helps create atmosphere for the viewer,
from subtle undertones to compositions that heighten the drama. In 100 Greatest Film Scores,
authors Matt Lawson and Laurence E. MacDonald consider the finest music produced for cinema



since the development of motion picture sound. Each entry includes background details about the
film, biographical information about the composer, a concise analysis of the score, and a summary of
the score’s impact both within the film and on cinematic history. Among the many films cited here
are iconic scores for The Adventures of Robin Hood, A Beautiful Mind,The Big Country, Chariots of
Fire, Citizen Kane, Edward Scissorhands, Fargo, Gonewith the Wind, The Great Escape, Jurassic
Park, King Kong, Lawrence of Arabia, The Lion in Winter, North by Northwest, On the Waterfront,
Out of Africa, The Pink Panther, Raiders of the Lost Ark, Vertigo, and Up. Arranged alphabetically
and featuring a photo of each movies, the entries in this volume give the reader insight into how
music functions across a wide spectrum of film genres. Representing some of the greatest
composers in the history of cinema including Elmer Bernstein, Bernard Herrmann, Alfred Newman,
John Williams, and Hans Zimmer, 100 Greatest Film Scores will be of interest to fans of movie music
everywhere.

the great escape full movie: The Movie Guide James Monaco, 1992 From The Big Sleep to
Babette's Feast, from Lawrence of Arabia to Drugstore Cowboy, The Movie Guide offers the inside
word on 3,500 of the best motion pictures ever made. James Monaco is the president and founder of
BASELINE, the world's leading supplier of information to the film and television industries. Among
his previous books are The Encyclopedia of Film, American Film Now, and How to Read a Film.

the great escape full movie: The Encyclopedia of Hollywood Film Actors Barry Monush,
2003-04-01 For decades, Screen World has been the film professional's, as well as the film buff's,
favorite and indispensable annual screen resource, full of all the necessary statistics and facts. Now
Screen World editor Barry Monush has compiled another comprehensive work for every film lover's
library. In the first of two volumes, this book chronicles the careers of every significant film actor,
from the earliest silent screen stars - Chaplin, Pickford, Fairbanks - to the mid-1960s, when the old
studio and star systems came crashing down. Each listing includes: a brief biography, photos from
the famed Screen World archives, with many rare shots; vital statistics; a comprehensive
filmography; and an informed, entertaining assessment of each actor's contributions - good or bad!
In addition to every major player, Monush includes the legions of unjustly neglected troupers of
yesteryear. The result is a rarity: an invaluable reference tool that's as much fun to read as a scandal
sheet. It pulsates with all the scandal, glamour, oddity and glory that was the lifeblood of its
subjects. Contains over 1 000 photos!

the great escape full movie: Real War vs. Reel War Suzanne Broderick, 2015-01-22 World War
IT has been the subject of hundreds, if not thousands, of films produced in the United States alone.
From training camp scenes in See Here, Private Hargrove to images of brutal combat in Saving
Private Ryan, filmmakers have been tasked with replicating pivotal moments in the war. But
sometimes story lines and dramatic manipulations of audiences have led to less-than-faithful
re-creations of what men and women have endured during times of conflict. In Real War vs. Reel
War: Veterans, Hollywood, and World Warll, Suzanne Broderick looks at how on-screen portrayals
hold up against wartime experiences of actual combatants—soldiers, sailors, pilots, code talkers, and
prisoners of war. In addition, two women—real-life “Rosie the Riveters”—compare depictions of the
homefront with their experiences during the war. These members of the Greatest Generation share
personal memories and offer commentary on the films that have sought to capture what it was really
like. Among the films discussed in this book are such classics as Battleground, Twelve O’Clock High,
The Best Years of Our Lives, Since You Went Away, The Sands of Iwo Jima, and The Great Escape, as
well as more contemporary films such as Swing Shift and Windtalkers. By providing a “human” look
at the military, the war effort, and how such people and events were depicted on screen, Real War
vs. Reel War makes a unique contribution to the conversation about Hollywood’s role in shaping
history. This book will appeal to historians, cultural critics, and anyone interested in war cinema.

the great escape full movie: HVMP Movie Poster Auction Catalog #640 Ivy Press, 2006-10

the great escape full movie: Any Resemblance to Actual Persons Hal Erickson, 2017-11-28
Most film buffs know that Citizen Kane was based on the life of publisher William Randolph Hearst.
But few are aware that key characters in films like Double Indemnity, Cool Hand Luke, Jaws, Rain




Man, A Few Good Men and Zero Dark Thirty were inspired by actual persons. This survey of a clef
characters covers a selection of fictionalized personalities, beginning with the Silent Era. The
landmark lawsuit surrounding Rasputin and the Empress (1932) introduced disclaimers in film
credits, assuring audiences that characters were not based on real people--even when they were.
Entries cover screen incarnations of Wyatt Earp, Al Capone, Bing Crosby, Amelia Earhart, Buster
Keaton, Howard Hughes, Janis Joplin and Richard Nixon, along with the inspirations behind
perennial favorites like Charlie Chan and Indiana Jones.

the great escape full movie: Triumph Mike Armitage, 2025-05-22 An iconic piece of design
and style - and a gold standard in motorcycle engineering - the Triumph has roved through the
twentieth century, making its mark in hearts and minds.

the great escape full movie: The Complete Book of Classic and Modern Triumph
Motorcycles 3rd Edition Ian Falloon, 2024-10-15 The ultimate illustrated reference for Triumph
lovers and fans of British motorcycles, this revised and updated third edition collects all the
motorcycles from this iconic brand through 2024. Originally formed as a bicycle company in 1885,
Triumph produced its first motorcycle in 1902, which was simply a bicycle fitted with a Belgian
Minerva engine. From there, the company, in various iterations, went on to build some of the most
iconic motorcycles of all time. Written by respected Triumph expert Ian Falloon, the third edition of
The Complete Book of Classic and Modern Triumph Motorcycles: 1937 to Todaycovers all the major
and minor models, including: The legendary 1937 Speed Twin Era-defining motorcycles such as the
Thunderbird, Tiger, Trophy, and Bonneville Modern machines such as the Speed Triple, Thruxton,
Tiger adventure bikes, Speed 400, and Rocket III Non-production models and factory racing and
speed-record-setting motorcycles that have become integral parts of Triumph'’s stellar reputation
Detailed technical specifications are included alongside compelling photography, much of it sourced
from Triumph’s archives. Sidebars offer Triumph cultural snapshots like The Wild One film, actor
James Dean, land-speed record setters, Steve McQueen’s racers, and competition stories. This is the
book no Triumph fan should be without!

the great escape full movie: A Guide to Movie Based Video Games, 2001 Onwards
Christopher Carton, 2024-08-30 Play Along with the Film! When gaming moved from the 16-bit era
and into the exciting realm of 3D gameplay, Hollywood properties continued their journey into the
interactive medium. Popular home and handheld consoles played host to ambitious titles that sought
to bridge the gap between movies and video games, providing fans with scenarios that both
replicated and went beyond their favorite stories. Gathered in this book are some of the biggest
video games that originated from movies; some being direct adaptations and others that expanded
existing universes. With 20 chapters covering over 450 games - including every Lego movie video
game and franchises such as Star Wars, Aliens, Disney, Pixar and The Lord of the Rings - A Guide to
Movie Based Video Games: 2001-2023 gives readers a chance to revisit and discover the ups and
downs of licensed titles across two action-packed decades. Load up the reels, press start, and
immerse yourself in timeless adventures!

the great escape full movie: Hollywood Independent Paul Kerr, 2023-03-09 Hollywood
Independent dissects the Mirisch Company, one of the most successful employers of the
package-unit system of film production, producing classic films like The Apartment (1960), West
Side Story (1961), The Great Escape (1963) and The Thomas Crown Affair (1968) as irresistible
talent packages. Whilst they helped make the names of a new generation of stars including Steve
McQueen and Shirley MacLaine, as well as banking on the reputations of established auteurs like
Billy Wilder, they were also pioneers in dealing with controversial new themes with films about race
(In the Heat of the Night), gender (Some Like it Hot) and sexuality (The Children's Hour), devising
new ways of working with film franchises (The Magnificent Seven, The Pink Panther and In the Heat
of the Night spun off 7 Mirisch sequels between them) and cinematic cycles, investing in adaptations
of bestsellers and Broadway hits, exploiting frozen funds abroad and exploring so-called runaway
productions. The Mirisch Company bridges the gap between the end of the studio system by about
1960 and the emergence of a new cinema in the mid-1970s, dominated by the Movie Brats.



the great escape full movie: This Great Escape Andrew Steinmetz, 2013-09-18 SHORTLISTED
FOR THE $60,000 HILARY WESTON WRITERS TRUST PRIZE FOR NONFICTION “What the hell
kind of great escape is this? No one escapes!” —L.B. Mayer, on the 1963 film He had fifty-seven
seconds of screen time in the most lavish POW film Hollywood ever produced. He was blond. A
Gestapo agent. Sauntering down the aisles of a speeding train, he speaks in terse German to Richard
Attenborough, Gordon Jackson, David McCallum. The film is The Great Escape (by John Sturges,
starring Steve McQueen); the actor, though uncredited, is Michael Paryla. He was part Jewish.
Shortly after filming he died. In This Great Escape, Andrew Steinmetz tenderly reconstructs the life
of a man seen by millions yet recognized by no one, whose history—from childhood flight from
Nazism to suspicious death twenty years later—intersects bitterly, ironically, and often movingly
with the plot of Sturges’s great war film. Splicing together documentary materials with
correspondence, diary entries, and Steinmetz’s own travel journal, This Great Escape does more
than reconstruct the making of a cinema classic: it is a poignant and moving testament to the
complexity of human experience, a portrait of a family for whom acting was a matter of survival, and
proof that our most anonymous, uncredited, and undocumented moments can brush against the
zeitgeist of world history.

the great escape full movie: The Ten Best Movies Ever Produced Ross R. Olney,
2019-06-23 Whether you agree or not, Ross R. Olney has discussed seveal famous films made over
the the past century or so. And he has made his point on why they are in this book on the best films
list. Olney even points out that these films may or may not have won the famous Oscar, given to the
best films. But he also makes the point that they all, every one of them, should be seen by every
reader who enjoys films whenever possible

the great escape full movie: The New Biographical Dictionary of Film David Thomson,
2010-10-26 For almost thirty years, David Thomson’s Biographical Dictionary of Film has been not
merely “the finest reference book ever written about movies” (Graham Fuller, Interview), not merely
the “desert island book” of art critic David Sylvester, not merely “a great, crazy masterpiece” (Geoff
Dyer, The Guardian), but also “fiendishly seductive” (Greil Marcus, Rolling Stone). This new edition
updates the older entries and adds 30 new ones: Darren Aronofsky, Emmanuelle Beart, Jerry
Bruckheimer, Larry Clark, Jennifer Connelly, Chris Cooper, Sofia Coppola, Alfonso Cuaron, Richard
Curtis, Sir Richard Eyre, Sir Michael Gambon, Christopher Guest, Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu, Spike
Jonze, Wong Kar-Wai, Laura Linney, Tobey Maguire, Michael Moore, Samantha Morton, Mike Myers,
Christopher Nolan, Dennis Price, Adam Sandler, Kevin Smith, Kiefer Sutherland, Charlize Theron,
Larry Wachowski and Andy Wachowski, Lew Wasserman, Naomi Watts, and Ray Winstone. In all, the
book includes more than 1300 entries, some of them just a pungent paragraph, some of them several
thousand words long. In addition to the new “musts,” Thomson has added key figures from film
history-lively anatomies of Graham Greene, Eddie Cantor, Pauline Kael, Abbott and Costello, Noé€l
Coward, Hoagy Carmichael, Dorothy Gish, Rin Tin Tin, and more. Here is a great, rare book, one
that encompasses the chaos of art, entertainment, money, vulgarity, and nonsense that we call the
movies. Personal, opinionated, funny, daring, provocative, and passionate, it is the one book that
every filmmaker and film buff must own. Time Out named it one of the ten best books of the 1990s.
Gavin Lambert recognized it as “a work of imagination in its own right.” Now better than ever-a
masterwork by the man playwright David Hare called “the most stimulating and thoughtful film
critic now writing.”

the great escape full movie: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Classic Movies Lee Pfeiffer,
2006-11-07 Sit back, grab some popcorn, and let the credits roll. The Complete Idiot's Guide® to
Classic Movies provides comprehensive information on the best classic films from the silent era up
through 1969, cross-referenced several different ways for easy access. Also contains fun, insider
trivia and facts about the movies, the stars, and factors that influenced the movie or the audience at
the time of the movie's release. * Written by a recognized name in the industry who has written
books on movies and film for decades * Features only the best movies (3 and 4 stars) from the silent
era up through 1969 * Offers several indexes, which are cross-referenced alphabetically by actor and



director, in addition to the main text being indexed by film name and genre * Includes appendices
that provide information on the top 100 films of all time, the greatest movie quotes, Academy Award
winners, and Internet references for locating hard-to-find films

the great escape full movie: Encyclopedia of Television Film Directors Jerry Roberts,
2009-06-05 From live productions of the 1950s like Requiem for a Heavyweight to big budget
mini-series like Band of Brothers, long-form television programs have been helmed by some of the
most creative and accomplished names in directing. Encyclopedia of Television Film Directors brings
attention to the directors of these productions, citing every director of stand alone long-form
television programs: made for TV movies, movie-length pilots, mini-series, and feature-length
anthology programs, as well as drama, comedy, and musical specials of more than 60 minutes. Each
of the nearly 2,000 entries provides a brief career sketch of the director, his or her notable works,
awards, and a filmography. Many entries also provide brief discussions of key shows, movies, and
other productions. Appendixes include Emmy Awards, DGA Awards, and other accolades, as well as
a list of anthology programs. A much-needed reference that celebrates these often-neglected artists,
Encyclopedia of Television Film Directors is an indispensable resource for anyone interested in the
history of the medium.
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