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**65 Successful Harvard Business School Application Essays: Unlocking the Secrets to Admission**

65 successful harvard business school application essays provide an invaluable resource for aspiring MBA
candidates navigating one of the most competitive application processes in the world. If you’re aiming to
secure a spot at Harvard Business School (HBS), understanding what makes an essay stand out can be the
game-changer. These essays offer a window into how applicants have conveyed their unique stories,
ambitions, and leadership qualities effectively, helping admissions committees see beyond numbers and
resumes.

In this article, we’ll explore the insights gleaned from these essays, discuss common themes, and share
practical tips that can help you craft a compelling narrative. Whether you’re just beginning your
application journey or polishing a draft, the lessons from these 65 successful Harvard Business School
application essays can guide you toward presenting your authentic self with clarity and impact.

Why Study 65 Successful Harvard Business School Application
Essays?

When it comes to MBA applications, especially to elite programs like HBS, essays are more than just a
formality—they’re a chance to tell your story. The value of reviewing 65 successful Harvard Business
School application essays lies in the diversity of experiences and approaches they reveal. Each essay reflects
a distinct personality, background, and set of goals, yet all share common qualities that resonated with the
admissions committee.

By examining a broad collection, applicants can:

- Identify storytelling techniques that capture attention
- Understand how to balance professional achievements with personal insights
- Recognize the importance of authenticity and self-reflection
- Learn how to align essays with Harvard’s leadership-focused values

This comprehensive perspective helps applicants avoid generic responses and encourages them to craft
essays that are both memorable and meaningful.



Common Themes in 65 Successful Harvard Business School
Application Essays

While every essay is unique, certain themes frequently emerge among successful Harvard Business School
application essays. Recognizing these can help you frame your own narrative in a way that resonates.

1. Leadership and Impact

Harvard Business School prides itself on cultivating leaders who make a difference. Many essays
demonstrate leadership not just through titles or roles, but through tangible impact and moments where
the applicant stepped up to solve problems, inspire teams, or innovate.

2. Personal Growth and Self-Awareness

The best essays often reveal a journey of self-discovery. Applicants who candidly describe challenges,
failures, or pivotal experiences—and what they learned from them—come across as reflective and mature.

3. Clear Career Vision

Successful essays articulate a well-defined career path, showing how an HBS MBA fits precisely into the
applicant’s long-term plans. This clarity signals to the admissions committee that the candidate is purposeful
and motivated.

4. Authenticity and Voice

Admissions officers value essays that feel genuine rather than overly polished or formulaic. The use of a
natural tone and personal anecdotes helps essays stand out and fosters a connection with the reader.

What You Can Learn from These 65 Successful Essays

Beyond themes, the 65 successful Harvard Business School application essays provide actionable lessons on
essay writing strategy.



Crafting a Compelling Narrative

Each essay tells a story, often structured around a defining moment or realization. Applicants use
storytelling techniques such as vivid descriptions, conflict, and resolution to engage the reader. This
narrative approach helps transform an otherwise routine application into a memorable one.

Balancing Professional and Personal Elements

While HBS is interested in professional achievements, the essays reveal that personal qualities matter just as
much. Integrating personal stories—whether about family, cultural background, or values—adds depth and
dimension to the application.

Addressing the Prompt with Precision

One key takeaway is how successful essays directly address the essay prompt without straying off-topic.
They answer the question clearly and thoughtfully, demonstrating respect for the admissions committee’s
time and criteria.

Using Specific Examples

Generic statements like “I’m a strong leader” rarely persuade. Instead, successful applicants provide concrete
examples that illustrate their claims, making their essays credible and vivid.

Tips for Writing Your Harvard Business School Application
Essay

Inspired by the strategies found in these 65 successful Harvard Business School application essays, here are
some practical tips to help you write an effective essay:

Start Early and Brainstorm: Give yourself plenty of time to reflect on your experiences and goals1.
before drafting. Brainstorming can uncover stories that reveal your character and leadership style.

Be Authentic: Write in your own voice and avoid clichés. Authenticity resonates more than trying2.
to fit a perceived “ideal” candidate mold.



Show, Don’t Tell: Use anecdotes and concrete examples to demonstrate qualities like leadership,3.
resilience, and teamwork.

Focus on Impact: Highlight the difference you made in your roles rather than just listing4.
responsibilities.

Connect to Your Future: Clearly explain how an HBS MBA aligns with your career aspirations and5.
how you intend to use the education.

Seek Feedback: Have trusted mentors or peers review your essay to ensure clarity and impact6.
without losing your unique voice.

Edit Ruthlessly: Remove redundancy, clichés, and filler to keep your essay concise and powerful.7.

How to Use 65 Successful Harvard Business School Application
Essays Responsibly

While reading and analyzing these essays is beneficial, it’s important to use them as inspiration rather than
templates. Copying structures or ideas too closely can backfire, as admissions officers can detect
inauthenticity. Instead, focus on understanding why these essays worked and how you can apply similar
principles to your own story.

Additionally, remember that every applicant’s journey is different. What worked for one person might not
fit your background or goals. The key is to adapt lessons learned to highlight your unique qualities.

Supplementing with Other Resources

Pairing your study of successful Harvard Business School application essays with other resources—such as
HBS’s official admissions guides, MBA forums, and professional admissions consulting—can provide a well-
rounded preparation strategy. This approach helps you stay current with any changes in application
requirements and gain diverse perspectives on essay writing.

Beyond the Essay: The Holistic HBS Application

While essays are a critical component, it’s essential to remember that Harvard Business School takes a



holistic approach to admissions. Your essays work alongside your resume, recommendations, interview
performance, and test scores to present a complete picture.

The insights from 65 successful Harvard Business School application essays can guide your essay writing,
but integrating that with strong recommendations and a compelling interview will maximize your
chances of admission.

---

Exploring the stories behind these 65 successful Harvard Business School application essays reveals the
power of authentic storytelling and strategic self-presentation. By learning from these examples and
applying thoughtful writing techniques, you can create an essay that not only reflects who you are but also
resonates deeply with the HBS admissions committee.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is '65 Successful Harvard Business School Application Essays' about?
It is a compilation of essays from successful applicants to Harvard Business School, providing insights into
the types of essays that helped candidates gain admission.

How can '65 Successful Harvard Business School Application Essays' help
prospective MBA applicants?
The book offers real examples of effective essays, helping applicants understand how to craft compelling
narratives and present their qualifications authentically.

Are the essays in '65 Successful Harvard Business School Application
Essays' from recent admission cycles?
The essays span multiple years, so while some may be from earlier admission cycles, the core strategies and
storytelling techniques remain relevant.

Does the book provide tips on writing essays or just sample essays?
Besides sample essays, the book includes commentary and analysis that highlight what made each essay
successful and offers writing advice.



Is '65 Successful Harvard Business School Application Essays' suitable for
applicants to other business schools?
Yes, while focused on Harvard, the principles and essay styles can be adapted for applications to other top
MBA programs.

What types of essay questions are covered in '65 Successful Harvard
Business School Application Essays'?
The essays cover a range of common HBS prompts, including career goals, leadership experiences, personal
challenges, and teamwork.

Can reading '65 Successful Harvard Business School Application Essays'
improve my chances of admission?
Reading the book can improve your understanding of what HBS looks for in essays, which can help you
write stronger, more targeted applications.

Does the book discuss how to handle weaknesses or gaps in an application
through essays?
Yes, some essays address overcoming challenges or weaknesses, demonstrating how to turn potential
negatives into compelling stories.

Where can I purchase or access '65 Successful Harvard Business School
Application Essays'?
The book is available for purchase on online retailers like Amazon and may also be found in libraries or
through educational resource platforms.

Additional Resources
65 Successful Harvard Business School Application Essays: An Analytical Review

65 successful harvard business school application essays have become a focal point for prospective MBA
candidates aiming to gain admission into one of the world’s most prestigious business programs. These essays
provide invaluable insights into what Harvard Business School (HBS) looks for in applicants, revealing not
only personal narratives but also strategic storytelling, self-awareness, and professional reflection. This
article delves into the characteristics that make these essays stand out, offering an analytical perspective on
how applicants can craft their own compelling submissions.



Understanding the Importance of Harvard Business School
Application Essays

For applicants, the essay component of the HBS application is crucial. Unlike standardized test scores or
resumes that quantify achievements, essays offer qualitative depth—allowing candidates to showcase their
individuality, values, and leadership potential. The 65 successful Harvard Business School application essays
collectively demonstrate how personal stories can be leveraged to convey ambition, resilience, and
authenticity.

Notably, Harvard’s essay prompt is famously open-ended, often asking applicants simply, “What more
would you like us to know as we consider your candidacy?” This flexibility challenges candidates to be
thoughtful and intentional in their narrative choices.

Key Features of the 65 Successful Essays

A review of these essays reveals several recurring features:

Authenticity and Self-Reflection: Successful essays often include candid reflections on failures,
challenges, or setbacks, demonstrating emotional intelligence and growth.

Clear Storytelling: Effective narrative arcs highlight pivotal moments that shaped the applicant’s
professional and personal development.

Alignment with HBS Values: Essays subtly underscore qualities such as leadership, impact,
collaboration, and innovation, aligning seamlessly with Harvard’s mission.

Conciseness and Focus: Despite the open-ended prompt, essays tend to be concise, with a sharp focus
on meaningful experiences rather than broad generalizations.

Unique Perspectives: Many essays distinguish themselves by presenting unconventional viewpoints
or highlighting underrepresented experiences.

Analyzing Common Themes and Strategies

When examining the 65 successful Harvard Business School application essays collectively, certain thematic
and strategic trends emerge. These trends can serve as a guide for future applicants looking to craft



impactful submissions.

1. Leadership Beyond Titles

Leadership is a cornerstone of HBS admissions. However, the essays reveal that leadership is not defined
strictly by job titles or formal roles. Instead, successful applicants narrate instances where they influenced
change, inspired teams, or took initiative in ambiguous situations. For example, one essay described a
candidate’s role in fostering cross-departmental collaboration in a startup environment, emphasizing
interpersonal skills over hierarchical authority.

2. Embracing Failure and Learning

A striking number of essays include vulnerable discussions about failures. Rather than portraying a flawless
trajectory, candidates demonstrate how setbacks led to introspection and renewed strategies. This approach
aligns with Harvard’s focus on resilience and continuous learning, traits essential in business leadership.

3. Impact Orientation

Impact—whether social, financial, or cultural—is a recurrent motif. Essays often showcase how applicants
drive meaningful outcomes. This may include scaling a nonprofit initiative, innovating a product line, or
mentoring peers. The successful essays articulate not just what was done but why it mattered.

4. Cultural and Global Awareness

Given HBS’s global reach, many essays highlight cross-cultural experiences or international perspectives.
Candidates who effectively communicate their ability to navigate diverse environments tend to stand out.
This is particularly relevant as Harvard seeks leaders capable of operating in a global economy.

Comparing 65 Successful Harvard Business School Application
Essays with Other Top MBA Essays

While 65 successful Harvard Business School application essays share distinct qualities, it is instructive to
compare them with essays from other top MBA programs such as Stanford Graduate School of Business and
Wharton.



HBS vs. Stanford: Stanford essays often focus on personal values and long-term vision, with a
narrative style that is introspective and philosophical. Harvard essays, by contrast, emphasize
leadership in action and concrete impact.

HBS vs. Wharton: Wharton essays tend to be more data-driven and career-oriented, highlighting
analytical skills and specific career goals. Harvard’s essays allow for broader storytelling, emphasizing
character and interpersonal skills.

This comparison underscores that while all top programs seek exceptional candidates, their essay
expectations reflect their unique institutional cultures.

How to Use the 65 Successful Essays as a Learning Tool

Prospective applicants can leverage these essays as a learning resource by:

Identifying narrative structures: Analyze how successful applicants frame their stories with clear1.
beginnings, climaxes, and resolutions.

Understanding tone and voice: Notice the balance between professionalism and personality, avoiding2.
clichés while remaining approachable.

Extracting lessons on content selection: Learn how to choose experiences that align with Harvard’s3.
values without simply listing achievements.

Recognizing the importance of editing: Many essays reflect multiple revisions to achieve clarity and4.
impact, emphasizing quality over quantity.

Pros and Cons of Relying on Published Harvard Business School
Essays

There are advantages and limitations when applicants study collections like the 65 successful Harvard
Business School application essays.



Pros

Insight into expectations: These essays provide a benchmark for style, tone, and content quality.

Inspiration: Real examples can spark ideas for applicants’ unique stories.

Demystification: Seeing what worked reduces anxiety and clarifies the admissions process.

Cons

Risk of imitation: Over-reliance on templates or themes can lead to unoriginal essays.

Context sensitivity: What worked for one applicant might not suit another’s background or goals.

Potential datedness: Admissions trends evolve; essays from previous years may not fully reflect
current preferences.

Crafting Your Own Harvard Business School Application Essay

Inspired by the 65 successful Harvard Business School application essays, applicants should approach their
essay writing strategically. Here are some actionable tips:

Start with self-reflection: Identify moments that reveal your character, leadership style, and
aspirations.

Focus on specificity: Use vivid examples and concrete details to bring your story to life.

Show impact: Highlight how your actions created positive change or influenced others.

Maintain clarity and brevity: Avoid verbosity; every sentence should add value.

Seek feedback: Engage mentors or professional editors to review your drafts.



By synthesizing insights from the 65 successful Harvard Business School application essays with personal
authenticity, candidates can craft essays that resonate deeply with admissions committees.

The journey through these essays reveals that success lies not merely in recounting achievements but in
demonstrating the potential to contribute meaningfully to the Harvard community and beyond. As business
education continues to evolve, so too does the art of the application essay—requiring a nuanced blend of
introspection, storytelling, and strategic communication.
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