wise blood by flannery o connor

Wise Blood by Flannery 0’Connor: A Deep Dive into Southern Gothic Mastery

wise blood by flannery o connor is more than just a debut novel; it’s a
striking exploration of faith, identity, and morality set against the
backdrop of the American South. Published in 1952, this Southern Gothic
classic showcases 0’Connor’s unique voice and her ability to weave dark humor
with profound theological questions. For readers and literary enthusiasts
alike, Wise Blood offers a rich tapestry of symbolism, eccentric characters,
and existential dilemmas that continue to spark conversation decades after
its release.

Understanding the Context of Wise Blood by
Flannery 0’Connor

To truly appreciate Wise Blood by Flannery 0’'Connor, it helps to understand
the cultural and biographical context surrounding its creation. 0'Connor, a
devout Roman Catholic living in the deeply Protestant South, often infused
her works with religious themes and moral complexity. The novel reflects her
fascination with grace, redemption, and the human struggle with spiritual
blindness.

Set in a post-World War II Southern town, Wise Blood delves into the life of
Hazel Motes, a young man recently returned from war who vehemently rejects
traditional religion yet finds himself drawn into a twisted spiritual quest.
This setting is essential because it captures the tension between modernity
and tradition, faith and skepticism, which was palpable in mid-20th-century
America.

The Southern Gothic Genre and Its Influence

Wise Blood is a quintessential example of Southern Gothic literature, a genre
characterized by grotesque characters, decayed settings, and themes of
alienation and moral ambiguity. 0’Connor’s use of this genre allows her to
explore the darker sides of human nature and society with a sense of biting
irony and tragic absurdity.

The eerie, often surreal atmosphere of the novel complements its thematic
concerns. From the bleak urban landscapes to the bizarre behaviors of its
inhabitants, the novel paints a world where the sacred and profane collide,
making it a compelling study for anyone interested in Southern Gothic
storytelling.



Exploring the Themes and Characters of Wise
Blood

One of the most fascinating aspects of Wise Blood by Flannery 0’'Connor is its
rich thematic depth. The novel grapples with issues of faith, redemption,
free will, and the search for meaning in a seemingly indifferent world.

Hazel Motes: The Anti-Hero’s Spiritual Struggle

Hazel Motes stands out as one of 0’Connor’s most complex protagonists. His
vehement atheism is not born from intellectual certainty but from a desperate
rejection of the religion that once shaped his upbringing. Throughout the
novel, Hazel's internal conflict drives the narrative, as he attempts to
start his own “Church of Truth Without Christ.”

Hazel’s journey is both tragic and darkly comic, reflecting the paradoxes of
human nature. He embodies the struggle between belief and disbelief, hope and
despair, making him a fascinating character study in existential angst.

Secondary Characters and Symbolism

The novel’'s supporting cast, including Enoch Emery, Sabbath Lily Hawks, and
the “Preacher” Asa Hawks, enriches the story’s exploration of faith and
hypocrisy. Each character represents different facets of spiritual searching
or deception, adding layers to the novel’s complex moral landscape.

For instance, Enoch’s obsession with a mysterious “wise blood” that
supposedly guides him symbolizes the innate, primal instincts that drive
human behavior. Meanwhile, Asa Hawks’s blindness serves as a potent metaphor
for spiritual blindness and the failure to see truth.

Literary Devices and Style in Wise Blood by
Flannery 0’Connor

0’'Connor’s writing style in Wise Blood is notable for its sharp wit, vivid
imagery, and stark dialogue. Her prose effortlessly blends the grotesque with
the sublime, creating a narrative rhythm that is both unsettling and
captivating.



Use of Irony and Dark Humor

One of the hallmarks of Wise Blood is 0'Connor’s use of irony and dark humor
to critique religious fanaticism and human folly. The absurd situations Hazel
and other characters find themselves in highlight the contradictions inherent
in their beliefs and actions, often revealing uncomfortable truths about
society and faith.

Symbolism and Allegory

The novel’'s symbolism runs deep, with recurring motifs such as blindness,
resurrection, and the “wise blood” concept weaving through the narrative.
These elements serve as allegorical devices that enrich the reader’s
understanding of the novel’s spiritual themes.

For example, Hazel’s physical and emotional wounds and his repeated
confrontations with death echo the Christian themes of suffering and
redemption, even as he resists embracing them fully.

Why Wise Blood by Flannery 0’Connor Remains
Relevant Today

Decades after its publication, Wise Blood continues to resonate with readers
because it tackles universal questions about belief, identity, and the human
condition. Its exploration of the tension between faith and doubt speaks to
anyone grappling with spiritual or existential uncertainty.

Moreover, the novel’s portrayal of flawed, deeply human characters makes it a
timeless study of how people navigate the complexities of conviction and
disillusionment. Contemporary readers can find parallels between Hazel's
struggles and modern challenges related to ideology, authenticity, and
purpose.

Tips for Reading and Analyzing Wise Blood

If you’'re approaching Wise Blood by Flannery 0’Connor for the first time,
consider the following tips to deepen your understanding:

e Pay attention to symbolism: Many objects and characters carry deeper
meanings, so look beyond the surface narrative.

e Consider the historical context: Understanding post-war American society
and Southern culture adds richness to the themes.



e Reflect on the religious themes: Even if you’re not religious, the
novel’s exploration of faith and doubt can be appreciated on a
philosophical level.

e Notice the tone: 0’Connor’s blend of humor and darkness is intentional
and helps convey the novel'’s complex messages.

The Legacy of Wise Blood in Literature and
Popular Culture

Beyond its literary acclaim, Wise Blood has influenced a broad range of
writers and artists. Its unique blend of theological inquiry and Southern
Gothic style has inspired filmmakers, playwrights, and novelists who seek to
explore similar themes.

The novel was adapted into a feature film in 1979, directed by John Huston,
which introduced the story to a wider audience. This adaptation preserved
much of the novel’s eerie atmosphere and complex character portrayals,
demonstrating its enduring appeal and versatility as a source of artistic
inspiration.

Furthermore, Wise Blood’'s impact can be seen in contemporary literature that
grapples with questions of faith and identity within a culturally rich but
conflicted setting. Writers who admire 0’'Connor’s work often cite this novel
as a profound influence on their own storytelling.

Wise Blood by Flannery 0'Connor stands as a compelling testament to the power
of literature to probe the deepest human questions through vivid storytelling
and unforgettable characters. Its blend of spiritual inquiry, dark humor, and
Southern Gothic flair ensures that it will remain a touchstone for readers
who seek meaning amid life’s contradictions. Whether you’re a longtime fan or
a newcomer, delving into Wise Blood offers a rewarding journey into the
complexities of belief and the human soul.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Wise Blood' by
Flannery 0'Connor?

The central theme of 'Wise Blood' is the struggle between faith and nihilism,
exploring the protagonist Hazel Motes' rejection of religion and his search
for meaning in a seemingly godless world.



Who is Hazel Motes in 'Wise Blood' and what
motivates his actions?

Hazel Motes is the protagonist of 'Wise Blood,' a disillusioned young man who
returns from war and vehemently denies Christianity. His actions are
motivated by his desire to create his own belief system and to confront
spiritual hypocrisy.

How does Flannery 0'Connor use symbolism in 'Wise
Blood' to convey its messages?

0'Connor uses symbolism extensively, such as the 'wise blood' representing an
innate spiritual awareness, and the blind preacher Asa Hawks symbolizing
religious blindness and hypocrisy, to deepen the novel's exploration of faith
and redemption.

What role does the character Asa Hawks play in 'Wise
Blood'?

Asa Hawks is a blind preacher who represents religious hypocrisy and the
failure of institutional religion. His character contrasts with Hazel Motes'
radical skepticism, highlighting different responses to faith.

How does 'Wise Blood' reflect Flannery 0'Connor's
views on religion?

The novel reflects 0'Connor's complex views on religion, particularly her
belief in the necessity of grace and redemption, while also portraying the
flawed and often grotesque ways people engage with faith.

What is the significance of the 'Church Without
Christ' in 'Wise Blood'?
The 'Church Without Christ' is Hazel Motes' attempt to establish a religion

that denies Christ, symbolizing his rejection of traditional Christianity and
his struggle with spiritual emptiness.

How does Flannery 0'Connor use dark humor in 'Wise
Blood'?
0'Connor employs dark humor through absurd situations and grotesque

characters to critique religious fanaticism and human folly, making the novel
both unsettling and thought-provoking.



In what ways does 'Wise Blood' explore the theme of
identity?

The novel explores identity through Hazel Motes' internal conflict, his
rejection of his past and religion, and his quest to define himself outside
societal and spiritual norms.

What is the significance of Hazel Motes' physical
wounds in 'Wise Blood'?

Hazel's physical wounds symbolize his spiritual and emotional pain,
reflecting his inner turmoil and the consequences of his rejection of faith
and search for meaning.

How does 'Wise Blood' fit into the Southern Gothic
literary tradition?

'Wise Blood' fits the Southern Gothic tradition through its use of grotesque
characters, dark humor, exploration of decay and moral ambiguity, and its
setting in the American South, all contributing to a haunting examination of
faith and identity.

Additional Resources

Wise Blood by Flannery 0’Connor: An In-Depth Exploration of Faith, Identity,
and Southern Gothic Traditions

wise blood by flannery o connor stands as a seminal work in American
literature, marking the debut novel of one of the South’s most distinctive
voices. Published in 1952, this novel offers a complex and darkly comic
exploration of faith, existential struggle, and redemption through the lens
of Southern Gothic storytelling. Flannery 0'Connor’s narrative is a profound
investigation into the contradictions of human nature, religion, and the
search for meaning in a seemingly indifferent world.

Contextualizing Wise Blood by Flannery 0’Connor

To fully appreciate wise blood by flannery o connor, it is essential to
understand the socio-cultural and literary context in which it was written.
Emerging from the post-World War II American South, the novel reflects the
era’s tensions around religion, modernity, and identity. 0’Connor, a devout
Catholic, channels her theological insights and Southern heritage into a
story that interrogates the nature of belief and unbelief.

The book introduces readers to Hazel Motes, a young man recently returned



from military service, who vehemently rejects organized religion. Yet,
paradoxically, Hazel embarks on a mission to found the “Church Without
Christ,” a paradox that exposes his inner turmoil and the complexity of his
spiritual rebellion. This character study is emblematic of 0’Connor’s broader
thematic concerns with grace, sin, and redemption.

In-Depth Analysis of Themes and Characters

Exploration of Faith and Doubt

At its core, wise blood by flannery o connor grapples with the tension
between faith and doubt. Hazel Motes embodies this conflict, embodying both a
rejection of and a fixation on religious belief. The novel does not present
faith in a simplistic or celebratory manner; rather, it scrutinizes its
manifestations, distortions, and the ways in which individuals negotiate
spiritual despair.

0’'Connor’s treatment of faith is nuanced: she neither condemns nor glorifies
it outright but instead unearths the often uncomfortable realities of
religious experience. Hazel's “wise blood,” a metaphor for an innate, almost
primal knowledge, suggests a spiritual instinct that resists conventional
dogma but remains inescapable.

Southern Gothic Elements

Wise Blood’s setting and atmosphere align it firmly within the Southern
Gothic tradition, characterized by grotesque characters, decaying
environments, and an undercurrent of existential dread. The novel’s
landscapes—rundown cities and rural backdrops—mirror the internal desolation
of its characters.

Elements such as Enoch Emery’s “wise blood” and the eerie figure of Hoover
Shoats contribute to an unsettling mood that challenges readers to confront
the grotesque aspects of humanity and spirituality. Through these devices,
0’Connor critiques the moral and spiritual decay she perceived in the South,
while simultaneously transcending regionalism to address universal themes.

Character Study: Hazel Motes and Supporting Figures

Hazel Motes is a deeply conflicted protagonist whose complexity drives the
narrative forward. His contradictory actions—denouncing religion while
founding an anti-religious church-highlight a profound internal schism.
Hazel’s journey is marked by alienation, violence, and moments of revelation,



making him an enduring figure in American literary studies.

Supporting characters such as Sabbath Lily Hawks and Enoch Emery add layers
to the story’s exploration of belief and identity. Sabbath Lily’s
manipulation and quest for meaning contrast with Enoch’s innocence and
strange encounters, each illuminating different facets of 0’Connor’s thematic
tapestry.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

Flannery 0’'Connor’s prose in wise blood by flannery o connor is notable for
its sharpness, dark humor, and symbolic density. Her narrative style combines
straightforward storytelling with rich imagery and allegorical depth. The use
of irony and grotesque elements serves to unsettle and provoke thought,
challenging readers to look beyond surface meanings.

The novel’s pacing and structure are deliberate, often disorienting,
reflecting Hazel’s psychological state. 0’Connor’s skillful deployment of
dialogue and vivid descriptions enriches the text, making it ripe for close
reading and critical analysis.

Use of Symbolism and Motifs

Symbolism permeates wise blood, from the titular concept of “wise blood”
itself to the recurring motifs of blindness, resurrection, and the grotesque.
These symbols function on multiple levels, addressing theological questions
and human psychology.

For instance, Hazel's physical blindness towards the novel’s end can be read
as a metaphor for spiritual insight or the lack thereof. Similarly, the
persistent references to resurrection and rebirth hint at the potential for
grace amidst despair, a hallmark of 0’'Connor’s Christian worldview.

Comparisons and Literary Influence

Comparing wise blood by flannery o connor to other Southern Gothic works
highlights its unique position in American letters. While sharing thematic
concerns with authors like William Faulkner and Carson McCullers, 0’Connor’s
novel distinguishes itself through its explicit engagement with Catholic
theology and its darkly comedic tone.

Furthermore, wise blood has influenced a generation of writers who grapple
with spirituality and identity, including Cormac McCarthy and Toni Morrison.
Its blend of raw realism and existential inquiry continues to resonate with
contemporary audiences, making it a staple in academic curricula and literary



discussions.

Pros and Cons of Wise Blood in Contemporary
Reading

e Pros: The novel’s rich thematic complexity and stylistic innovation
offer readers profound insights into human nature and belief. Its vivid
characters and unsettling atmosphere make it compelling and memorable.

e Cons: The dense symbolism and sometimes bleak tone can present
challenges for casual readers. Its religious themes might not resonate
with all audiences, requiring a willingness to engage with theological
and philosophical ideas.

Despite these challenges, wise blood remains a rewarding experience for those
interested in literature that interrogates the human condition in nuanced
ways.

Legacy and Continuing Relevance

Decades after its publication, wise blood by flannery o connor endures as a
powerful exploration of faith, identity, and the search for meaning in a
fractured world. Its blend of Southern Gothic aesthetics with philosophical
and theological inquiry ensures its place as a cornerstone of American
literature.

The novel’'s continued study in universities and its adaptation into film
attest to its lasting impact. As modern readers navigate questions of belief
and alienation, 0’Connor’s work offers a compelling lens through which to
examine these enduring human concerns.

In sum, wise blood by flannery o connor remains a vital text—not only for its
literary artistry but also for its fearless confrontation with the
complexities of faith and existence.
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wise blood by flannery o connor: Wise Blood Flannery O'Connor, 2015-02-12 Wise Blood,
Flannery O'Connor's first novel, is the story of Hazel Motes who, released from the armed services,
returns to the evangelical Deep South. There he begins a private battle against the religiosity of the
community and in particular against Asa Hawkes, the 'blind' preacher, and his degenerate
fifteen-year-old daughter. In desperation Hazel founds his own religion, "'The Church without Christ’,
and this extraordinary narrative moves towards its savage and macabre resolution. 'A literary talent
that has about it the uniqueness of greatness.' Sunday Telegraph 'No other major American writer of
our century has constructed a fictional world so energetically and forthrightly charged by religious
investigation.' The New Yorker 'A genius.' New York Times

wise blood by flannery o connor: New Essays on Wise Blood Michael Kreyling, 1995-01-27
This 1995 volume of critical essays on Wise Blood, Flannery O'Connor's explosive first
novelquestions our understanding of the 'Southern Gothic'.

wise blood by flannery o connor: Flannery O'Connor R. Neil Scott, 2002

wise blood by flannery o connor: Flannery O'Connor Ted R. Spivey, 1997 This volume draws
on the author's six-year correspondence with Flannery O'Connor in this evaluation of the Southern
writer as an intellectual and as a student of the Western tradition in literature and religion. He
emphasizes her deep connection with writers such as Joyce and Bernanos in the context of the
Modernist tradition, and discusses how her study of these religious writers influenced her visions of
world apocalypse and religious community. The author studies the revealed tensions and
interrelationships of O'Connor's secular intellect versus her religious intellect.

wise blood by flannery o connor: Confession in the Novel Les W. Smith, 1996 A heritage of
conflict in author-character relations emerges through works by Dostoevsky, Mauriac, O'Connor,
and DelLillo, where the issue of a character's freedom from the author's perspective proves essential
to understanding narrative form.

wise blood by flannery o connor: Flannery O'Connor's Religion of the Grotesque Marshall
Bruce Gentry, 1986

wise blood by flannery o connor: A Study Guide for Flannery O'Connor's "Wise Blood"
Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016-07-12 A Study Guide for Flannery O'Connor's Wise Blood, excerpted
from Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary;
character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further
reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your research
needs.

wise blood by flannery o connor: Twentieth-Century American Fiction on Screen R.
Barton Palmer, 2007-02-22 The essays in this collection analyse major film adaptations of
twentieth-century American fiction, from F. Scott Fitzgerald's The Last Tycoon to Toni Morrison's
Beloved. During the century, films based on American literature came to play a central role in the
history of the American cinema. Combining cinematic and literary approaches, this volume explores
the adaptation process from conception through production and reception. The contributors explore
the ways political and historical contexts have shaped the transfer from book to screen, and the new
perspectives that films bring to literary works. In particular, they examine how the
twentieth-century literary modes of realism, modernism, and postmodernism have influenced the
forms of modern cinema. Written in a lively and accessible style, the book includes production stills
and full filmographies. Together with its companion volume on nineteenth-century fiction, the
volume offers a comprehensive account of the rich tradition of American literature on screen.

wise blood by flannery o connor: Handbook of the American Novel of the Twentieth and
Twenty-First Centuries Timo Miuller, 2017-01-11 Increasing specialization within the discipline of
English and American Studies has shifted the focus of scholarly discussion toward theoretical
reflection and cultural contexts. These developments have benefitted the discipline in more ways
than one, but they have also resulted in a certain neglect of close reading. As a result, students and
researchers interested in such material are forced to turn to scholarship from the 1960s and 1970s,




much of which relies on dated methodological and ideological presuppositions. The handbook aims
to fill this gap by providing new readings of texts that figure prominently in the literature classroom
and in scholarly debate — from James’s The Ambassadors to McCarthy’s The Road. These readings
do not revert naively to a time “before theory.” Instead, they distil the insights of literary and
cultural theory into concise introductions to the historical background, the themes, the formal
strategies, and the reception of influential literary texts, and they do so in a jargon-free language
accessible to readers on all levels of qualification.

wise blood by flannery o connor: Embodying Forgiveness L. Gregory Jones, 1995-08-31 In
an engaging and interesting style that draws on a wide variety of literature as well as on Scripture
and theological texts, Jones shows how the practices of Christian forgiveness are richer and more
comprehensive than often thought.

wise blood by flannery o connor: Religion and Literature Robert Detweiler, David Jasper,
2000-01-01 Featuring a selection from over 80 key texts, this anthology aims to help the reader to
understand the common origins of religious expression and of literature. The texts included cover
classical literature, the Bible, English and European classics and contemporary works.

wise blood by flannery o connor: A Companion to the Literature and Culture of the American
South Richard Gray, Owen Robinson, 2008-04-15 From slave narratives to the Civil War, and from
country music to Southern sport, this Companion is the definitive guide to the literature and culture
of the American South. Includes discussion of the visual arts, music, society, history, and politics in
the region Combines treatment of major literary works and historical events with a survey of
broader themes, movements and issues Explores the work of Edgar Allan Poe, Mark Twain, William
Faulkner, Zora Neale Huston, Flannery O'Connor and Eudora Welty, as well as those - black and
white, male and female - who are writing now Co-edited by the esteemed scholar Richard Gray,
author of the acclaimed volume, A History of American Literature (Blackwell, 2003)

wise blood by flannery o connor: Readers and Mythic Signs Debra Moddelmog, 1993 Some
literary scholars view myth criticism as passe; an approach to literature that enjoyed a heyday in the
1950s and 1960s before being replaced by approaches that are considered to be more theoretically
sophisticated and satisfying, such as feminism, new historicism, and deconstruction. Moddelmog
argues that there are many good reasons not to cast out myth criticism from the community of
critical approaches. Most obvious among them is that myth has attracted many writers of this
century -- from James Joyce to Thomas Pynchon, Virginia Woolf to Flannery O'Connor, Thomas Mann
to Alain Robbe-Grillet, William Faulkner to Alberto Moravia -- and that to ignore myth is to dismiss
an essential part of their work. Moddelmog suggests that by reconstruing the relationship between
myth and literature, we will find that mythic approaches are frequently not only necessary but also
highly stimulating, engaging readers in many varieties of questions, quests, and conclusions. --
Publisher description.

wise blood by flannery o connor: Wise Blood Flannery O'Connor, 1996 One of a series of titles
first published by Faber between 1930 and 1990, and in a style and format planned with a view to
the appearance of the volumes on the bookshelf. Flannery O'Connor's first novel concerns a man
who, released from the armed services, returns to the evangelical Deep South.

wise blood by flannery o connor: The Twentieth-Century American Fiction Handbook
Christopher MacGowan, 2011-02-21 THE TWENTIETH-CENTURY AMERICAN FICTION Accessibly
structured with entries on important historical contexts, central issues, key texts and the major
writers, this Handbook provides an engaging overview of twentieth-century American fiction.
Featured writers range from Henry James and Theodore Dreiser to contemporary figures such as
Joyce Carol Oates, Thomas Pynchon, and Sherman Alexie, and analyses of key works include The
Great Gatsby, Lolita, The Color Purple, and The Joy Luck Club, among others. Relevant contexts for
these works, such as the impact of Hollywood, the expatriate scene in the 1920s, and the political
unrest of the 1960s are also explored, and their importance discussed. This is a stimulating overview
of twentieth-century American fiction, offering invaluable guidance and essential information for
students and general readers.




wise blood by flannery o connor: The New Georgia Encyclopedia Companion to Georgia
Literature Hugh Ruppersburg, John C. Inscoe, 2011-08-15 Georgia has played a formative role in the

writing of America. Few states have produced a more impressive array of literary figures, among
them Conrad Aiken, Erskine Caldwell, James Dickey, Joel Chandler Harris, Carson McCullers,
Flannery O'Connor, Jean Toomer, and Alice Walker. This volume contains biographical and critical
discussions of Georgia writers from the nineteenth century to the present as well as other
information pertinent to Georgia literature. Organized in alphabetical order by author, the entries
discuss each author's life and work, contributions to Georgia history and culture, and relevance to
wider currents in regional and national literature. Lists of recommended readings supplement most
entries. Especially important Georgia books have their own entries: works of social significance such
as Lillian Smith's Strange Fruit, international publishing sensations like Margaret Mitchell's Gone
With the Wind, and crowning artistic achievements including Jean Toomer's Cane. The literary
culture of the state is also covered, with information on the Georgia Review and other journals; the
Georgia Center for the Book, which promotes authors and reading; and the Townsend Prize, given in
recognition of the year's best fiction. This is an essential volume for readers who want both to
celebrate and learn more about Georgia's literary heritage.

wise blood by flannery o connor: Encyclopedia of Gothic Literature Mary Ellen Snodgrass,
2014-05-14 Presents an alphabetical reference guide detailing the lives and works of authors
associated with Gothic literature.

wise blood by flannery o connor: Preachers and Misfits, Prophets and Thieves G. Lee Ramsey,
2008-01-01 In this compelling book, G. Lee Ramsey Jr.mines the riches of southern fiction and
discovers a colorful assortment of ministers who arise out of the religious South. At once mystical
and mischievous, these ministers haunt the margins of southern life while preaching a gospel that
startles and compels. But their oddness is also their appeal--and part of their gift. For through these
colorful portraits of Christian ministry, today's readers are challenged to think about what matters in
ministry and to re-imagine ministry in ways that bring new life to the church and community.
Throughout, Ramsey shows how ministers such as Roger Hagan in Will Campbell's The
Conventionand Hazel Motes in Flannery O'Connor's Wise Bloodcan help show us the stumbling
blocks to faithful ministry and steer clergy and congregations forward in today's world.

wise blood by flannery o connor: Literary Theories in Praxis Shirley F. Staton, 1987
Literary Theories in Praxis analyzes the ways in which critical theories are transformed into literary
criticism and methodology. To demonstrate the application of this analysis, critical writings of
Roland Barthes, Harold Bloom, Cleanth Brooks, Jacques Derrida, Northrop Frye, Norman Holland,
Barbara Johnson, Jacques Lacan, Adrienne Rich, and Robert Scholes are examined in terms of the
primary critical stance each author employs—New Critical, phenomenological, archetypal,
structuralist/semiotic, sociological, psychoanalytic, reader-response, deconstructionist, or humanist.
The book is divided into nine sections, each with a prefatory essay explaining the critical stance
taken in the selections that follow and describing how theory becomes literary criticism. In a
headnote to each selection, Staton analyzes how the critic applies his or her critical methodology to
the subject literary work. Shirley F. Staton's introduction sketches the overall philosophical positions
and relationships among the various critical modes.

wise blood by flannery o connor: The Devil's Rope Alan Krell, 2002 In this book, Alan Krell
investigates the place barbed wire holds in the social imagination.
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