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Sociological Topics to Research: Exploring the Fabric of Society

sociological topics to research open a fascinating window into understanding how human beings
interact, organize, and evolve within their communities. Whether you are a student preparing for a
thesis, a researcher aiming to contribute fresh insights, or just someone curious about the complexities
of society, choosing the right topic is crucial. Sociology, being a broad and dynamic field, offers an

extensive range of subjects that reflect the diversity of human life, culture, and social structures.

In this article, we’ll dive deep into some engaging sociological topics to research, highlighting
contemporary issues and timeless themes. Along the way, you’ll find helpful tips on how to approach
these topics, relevant sociological concepts, and why these areas continue to captivate scholars

around the world.

Understanding Social Inequality and Stratification

One of the most enduring and critical sociological topics to research is social inequality. It
encompasses how resources, opportunities, and privileges are distributed unevenly across different
groups in society. This area not only examines economic disparities but also looks at race, gender,

education, and other axes of differentiation.

Economic Inequality and Class Structure

Economic inequality remains at the forefront of sociological inquiry. Researchers often explore how
wealth and income gaps affect access to healthcare, education, and employment. Investigating class

structures—from the working class to the elite—helps explain social mobility or the lack thereof.



Take, for example, the phenomenon of “the growing wealth gap” in many developed countries.
Studying this topic involves analyzing policies, labor markets, and social safety nets, offering insights

into how societies can or cannot bridge these divides.

Race, Ethnicity, and Systemic Discrimination

Another vital topic revolves around race and ethnicity, focusing on systemic discrimination and its
sociological implications. How do historical legacies of racism influence current social dynamics? What

role do institutions play in perpetuating or challenging racial inequalities?

Research in this area often involves qualitative methods like interviews and ethnographies, shedding
light on lived experiences of marginalized communities. It also connects to broader themes such as

immigration, identity formation, and intercultural relations.

Exploring Gender Roles and Social Norms

Gender remains a powerful lens through which sociologists analyze society. The evolving definitions of

masculinity, femininity, and non-binary identities invite a rich array of topics to explore.

Gender Inequality in the Workplace

Despite advances in gender equality, disparities in pay, promotion, and representation persist.
Sociological research here might investigate the “glass ceiling,” workplace harassment, or the impact
of parental leave policies on career trajectories. Understanding how societal expectations shape

professional environments is key to addressing these issues.



Changing Family Dynamics and Gender Roles

Family structures have undergone significant transformations in recent decades, influenced by
changing gender norms. Topics such as single-parent households, cohabitation, and same-sex
parenting offer fertile ground for research. How do these shifts affect socialization, child development,

or economic stability?

Technology and Society: The Digital Influence

The rapid advancement of technology has altered almost every aspect of social life, making it an

essential area for sociological research.

Social Media and Its Impact on Identity

Social media platforms have revolutionized how people construct and present their identities.
Researchers examine phenomena like online activism, cyberbullying, and the creation of “echo

chambers.” How does digital interaction affect real-world relationships and mental health?

The Digital Divide and Access to Technology

Not everyone benefits equally from technological progress. The “digital divide” highlights disparities in
access to internet and devices, often correlated with socioeconomic status and geographic location.

Studying this topic reveals much about inequality in the 21st century.



Urbanization, Migration, and Community

As the world becomes increasingly urban, sociologists are keenly interested in how these processes

reshape communities and social networks.

Urban Poverty and Social Exclusion

Growing urban populations often result in pockets of poverty and marginalized groups. Researching
urban poverty involves exploring causes, effects, and policy responses, including housing, education,

and healthcare.

Migration and Cultural Integration

Migration, both voluntary and forced, presents challenges and opportunities for societies. Topics here
include assimilation, multiculturalism, and xenophobia. How do migrants navigate identity and

belonging in new environments?

Health, lliness, and Society

Health is deeply intertwined with social factors, making it an important sociological topic.

Social Determinants of Health

Sociologists study how factors like income, education, and neighborhood conditions influence health

outcomes. Understanding this helps in designing better public health interventions.



Mental Health and Stigma

Mental illness carries significant stigma, affecting individuals’ willingness to seek help. Researching
societal attitudes toward mental health can inform campaigns aimed at reducing discrimination and

improving care.

Deviance, Crime, and Social Control

The study of deviance and crime remains a captivating area in sociology, providing insights into the

boundaries of social behavior.

Causes of Crime and Theories of Deviance

Researchers analyze why people commit crimes, exploring theories ranging from strain and social
disorganization to labeling theory. These perspectives help understand both individual behavior and

broader social patterns.

Criminal Justice and Rehabilitation

Examining the effectiveness of criminal justice systems and rehabilitation programs sheds light on how

societies respond to deviance. Topics include prison reform, restorative justice, and recidivism rates.

Tips for Choosing Sociological Topics to Research

Selecting the right topic can sometimes feel overwhelming, given the breadth of sociology. Here are a



few tips to guide your decision:

 Identify your interests: Focus on areas that genuinely engage you, as passion fuels deeper

research.
* Consider relevance: Look for topics connected to current social issues or debates.

e Check available resources: Ensure there’s enough academic literature and data for your

research.

* Narrow your focus: Specific questions or case studies often yield more impactful findings than

broad topics.

e Consult your advisor or peers: Getting feedback can help refine your topic and approach.

Sociology’s vast and varied landscape offers endless opportunities to explore how societies function,
evolve, and sometimes falter. Whether your research delves into social inequality, technology’s
societal effects, or the complexities of migration, you are contributing to a deeper understanding of the
human experience. By engaging thoughtfully with sociological topics to research, you not only expand
your knowledge but also participate in conversations that shape policies and communities around the

globe.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some emerging sociological topics to research in 20249

Emerging sociological topics in 2024 include the impact of artificial intelligence on social interactions,

the sociology of climate change and environmental justice, digital inequalities and access, social



movements in the post-pandemic world, and the effects of remote work on community and family life.

How does technology influence current sociological research topics?

Technology influences sociological research by introducing new areas such as digital sociology, the
impact of social media on identity and relationships, surveillance and privacy issues, and how Al

shapes social structures and labor markets.

Why is the study of social inequality still a relevant topic in sociology?

Social inequality remains relevant because disparities related to race, gender, class, and access to
resources continue to affect people's life opportunities and social cohesion. Studying these issues

helps in understanding systemic barriers and informing policies for a more equitable society.

What role does globalization play in sociological research today?

Globalization is central to sociological research as it affects migration patterns, cultural exchanges,
economic inequalities, and transnational social movements. Researchers examine how global

interconnectedness reshapes identities, social norms, and power dynamics.

How can sociologists approach the study of mental health in
contemporary society?

Sociologists study mental health by exploring social determinants such as stigma, socioeconomic
status, healthcare access, and community support. They also analyze how societal changes, like

urbanization and digital life, impact mental well-being and public health policies.

Additional Resources

Sociological Topics to Research: Exploring Contemporary and Emerging Issues

sociological topics to research continue to evolve as societies transform in response to technological



advancements, cultural shifts, and global challenges. For academics, students, and professionals in
the field, identifying relevant and impactful areas of study is essential to understanding the
complexities of human behavior, social structures, and collective interactions. This article delves into a
range of compelling sociological topics to research, emphasizing their significance, current trends, and

potential for contributing to scholarly debates and practical applications.

Understanding the Landscape of Sociological Research

Sociology examines the intricate fabric of society, from micro-level individual interactions to macro-level
institutional dynamics. Therefore, sociological research topics often span diverse domains, including
race, gender, class, technology, environment, and health. The selection of these topics is influenced by

contemporary social issues, theoretical developments, and methodological innovations.

In recent decades, the growing interconnection of global societies and the proliferation of digital
communication platforms have introduced new dimensions to traditional sociological inquiries.
Consequently, the scope of sociological topics to research must accommodate both enduring
phenomena—such as social inequality and family dynamics—and emerging areas like social media’s

role in identity formation and surveillance societies.

Key Sociological Topics to Research in Contemporary Contexts

Social Inequality and Stratification

One of the most enduring themes in sociology is the study of social inequality. Researchers investigate
how resources, opportunities, and privileges are distributed across different social groups based on
class, race, ethnicity, gender, and other status markers. Social stratification examines hierarchical

arrangements and their impact on life chances.



Current sociological topics to research within this field include:

The persistence of income inequality in post-industrial societies.

Intersectionality and the overlapping effects of race, gender, and class discrimination.

Educational disparities and their reproduction of social stratification.

The role of globalization in reshaping class structures.

These topics are vital for understanding systemic barriers and developing policies aimed at social

justice and equity.

Technology, Social Media, and Digital Sociology

The digital revolution has transformed social life, creating new avenues and challenges for sociological
inquiry. Digital sociology explores how technologies affect social interactions, identities, and

institutions.

Relevant sociological topics to research include:

e The impact of social media on community building and political mobilization.

¢ Online identity construction and self-presentation.

¢ Privacy concerns and surveillance in digital spaces.



¢ The digital divide and its implications for social inclusion.

These areas highlight the dual nature of technology as both an enabler and a disruptor of social

cohesion.

Gender Roles and Sexuality

Gender and sexuality remain dynamic and contested arenas within sociological study. Researchers
seek to understand how norms, power relations, and cultural narratives shape experiences related to

identity and social roles.

Prominent topics in this category include:

¢ The evolution of gender roles in contemporary workplaces.

¢ Queer theory and the sociology of LGBTQ+ communities.

¢ Masculinity studies and challenges to traditional male identities.

¢ Sexual harassment and gender-based violence in various social contexts.

Such topics are crucial for analyzing ongoing social transformations and advocating for inclusive social

policies.



Migration, Globalization, and Transnationalism

Migration studies provide critical insights into population movements, integration challenges, and

identity politics. Globalization intensifies these processes, linking local and global social phenomena.

Key sociological topics to research include:

e Immigrant integration and multiculturalism in host societies.

e Transnational networks and diasporic community formations.

» Refugee crises and humanitarian responses.

* The socio-economic impact of remittances on sending countries.

These topics address both human rights concerns and the socio-political ramifications of global

interconnectedness.

Health, lliness, and Society

The sociology of health and illness examines how social factors influence health outcomes, healthcare
access, and the construction of medical knowledge. This field is increasingly relevant amid global

health crises and disparities.

Sociological topics to research in this domain include:



Health disparities across racial and socio-economic groups.

The social determinants of mental health.

Medicalization and the social construction of illness.

Public health policy and community health interventions.

Research in this area can inform more equitable healthcare systems and effective public health

strategies.

Emerging and Interdisciplinary Topics in Sociology

Environmental Sociology and Climate Change

As climate change poses unprecedented challenges, environmental sociology gains prominence by
investigating human-environment interactions, social responses to ecological crises, and environmental

justice.

Sociological topics to research here include:

e Community resilience and adaptation to environmental hazards.
¢ Environmental activism and social movements.

¢ Socio-economic inequalities in exposure to pollution and climate risks.



¢ Policy frameworks and public perceptions of sustainability.

These inquiries help connect social theory with urgent practical concerns.

Work, Labor, and Economic Sociology

The changing nature of work—driven by automation, gig economies, and shifting labor

markets—presents rich terrain for sociological analysis.

Topics worth exploring are:

¢ Precarious employment and worker rights in the gig economy.

e Automation’s impact on occupational structures and job security.

¢ Workplace cultures and employee well-being.

e The role of unions and collective bargaining in contemporary economies.

Understanding these phenomena is essential for addressing labor market inequalities and future

workforce challenges.

Urban Sociology and Community Studies

Urbanization continues to reshape social life, making the study of cities, neighborhoods, and spatial



dynamics an important sociological pursuit.

Relevant topics include:

Gentrification and displacement of marginalized communities.

Urban poverty and homelessness.

Social networks and community cohesion in urban environments.

Infrastructure development and its social implications.

These areas contribute to debates on sustainable urban planning and social inclusion.

Methodological Considerations in Sociological Research

Selecting sociological topics to research also involves methodological reflection. Qualitative
approaches such as ethnography, interviews, and discourse analysis offer in-depth understanding of
social processes. Quantitative methods, including surveys and statistical modeling, enable the

examination of patterns and correlations across large populations.

Mixed-methods research combines these strategies, providing a comprehensive picture. The choice of
methodology often depends on the research question, available data, and ethical considerations. For
example, studies on sensitive issues such as gender-based violence require careful attention to

participant safety and confidentiality.



The Significance of Choosing Relevant Sociological Topics to

Research

The relevance of sociological topics to research extends beyond academic interest; it shapes public
policy, social programs, and cultural understanding. By focusing on timely and impactful areas,

sociologists can illuminate hidden inequalities, challenge dominant narratives, and foster social change.

Moreover, the interdisciplinary nature of sociology allows for collaboration with fields like psychology,

political science, economics, and environmental studies, enriching analysis and expanding the scope of

inquiry.

In light of ongoing societal transformations—accelerated by globalization, digital innovation, and
environmental crises—the imperative to identify and investigate pressing sociological topics remains
strong. Scholars and practitioners alike must stay attuned to emerging phenomena and critically

assess the implications of social change.
As sociological topics to research continue to diversify, so does the potential for contributing

meaningful insights into the human condition and the structures that govern social life. This dynamic

field invites ongoing exploration and critical engagement with the complexities of contemporary society.
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sociological topics to research: Qualitative Research in Sociology Amir Marvasti, 2003-11-12
Qualitative Research in Sociology offers a hands-on guide to doing qualitative research in sociology.
It provides an introductory survey of the methodological and theoretical dimensions of qualitative
research as practiced by those interested in the study of social life. Through a detailed yet concise
explanation, the reader is shown how these methods work and how their outcomes may be
interpreted. Practically focused throughout, the book also offers constructive advice for students
analyzing and writing their research projects. The book has a flowing narrative and student-friendly
structure which makes it accessible to and popular with students. It will be an invaluable resource
for students and researchers, helping them to undertake effective qualitative research in both
sociology and courses in social research across the social sciences.

sociological topics to research: The SAGE Encyclopedia of Social Science Research Methods
Michael Lewis-Beck, Alan E Bryman, Tim Futing Liao, 2003-12-15 This defining work will be
valuable to readers and researchers in social sciences and humanities at all academic levels. As a
teaching resource it will be useful to instructors and students alike and will become a standard
reference source. Essential for general and academic collections. --CHOICE This Encyclopedia
provides readers with authoritative essays on virtually all social science methods topics, quantitative
and qualitative, by an international collection of experts. Organized alphabetically, the Encyclopedia
of Social Science Research Methods covers research terms ranging from different methodological
approaches to epistemological issues and specific statistical techniques. Written to be accessible to
general readers, the Encyclopedia entries do not require advanced knowledge of mathematics or
statistics to understand the purposes or basic principles of any of the methods. To accomplish this
goal, there are two major types of entries: definitions consisting of a paragraph or two to provide a
quick explanation of a methodological term; and topical treatments or essays that discuss the
nature, history, applications, and implications of using a certain method, including suggested
readings and references. Readers are directed to related topics via cross-referenced terms that
appear in small capital letters. By assembling entries of varied origins and serving different research
purposes, readers will be able to benefit from this immense source of methodological expertise in
advancing their understanding of research. With three volumes and more than 900 signed entries,
the Encyclopedia of Social Science Research Methods will be a critical addition to any social science
library.

sociological topics to research: Handbook of the Sociology of Education Maureen T. Hallinan,
2006-11-24 The aim of the Handbook of Sociology of Education is to present the most theoretically
grounded and empirically rigorous sociological analyses of schools to date. The authors are
distinguished researchers in the field. Their contributions to the Handbook offer major theoretical
perspec tives on the schooling process and describe significant empirical studies of schools and their
effects on individuals and society. The research presented in the Handbook is built on three
fundamental tenets of sociol ogy. First, the authors adopt the perspective that schools are a central
institution in society. An understanding of the function of schooling in social life is enhanced by
viewing schools as interrelated with other societal institutions. The study of how the context of
schooling influ ences education processes is critical to an understanding of school outcomes. Rather
than being determined solely by ascribed and achieved characteristics, an individual's cognitive and
social development are influenced heavily by the structures and networks in which the individual is
embedded. Communities, families, schools, and social groups are critical ele ments in the educative
process. By viewing the school as a societal institution and highlighting the interaction between
context and individual behavior, the Handbook chapters provide a broader and deeper
understanding of the determinants of learning in contemporary society. The second sociological
insight that guides the research in the Handbook is that the school is a social system.

sociological topics to research: Introduction to Sociological Theory Michele Dillon,
2019-12-04 The revised third edition of the text that combines classical and contemporary theories
of sociological theory Thoroughly revised and updated, the third edition of an Introduction to
Sociological Theory offers an in-depth introduction to classical and contemporary theories, and



demonstrates their relevance to offer a clear understanding of a broad range of contemporary issues
and topics. As with the previous editions, the text continues to combine carefully selected primary
quotations from a broad range of theorists with extensive discussion and illustrative examples from a
diverse range of countries, helpful timelines of important and thematically relevant events,
biographical notes, contemporary topic boxes, analytical photos, and chapter glossaries. The text
addresses topics such as the persistence of economic and social inequality, Brexit, post-truth society,
same-sex marriage, digital surveillance and the on-demand gig economy. Written in an engaging
style, Introduction to Sociological Theory offers a comprehensive introduction to the pluralistic
breadth and wide-ranging applicability of sociological theory. This updated edition of the
authoritative text: Contains both classical and contemporary theories in a single text Builds on
excerpts from original theoretical writings with detailed discussion of the concepts and ideas under
review Includes new examples of current empirical topics such as Brexit, Donald Trump’s
presidency, China’s growing economic power, global warming, intersectionality, social media, and
much more Offers additional resources including a website that contains multiple choice and essay
questions, a thoroughly refreshed set of PowerPoint slides for each chapter with multimedia links to
content illustrative of sociological processes, a list of complementary primary readings, a quotation
bank, and other background materials Written for undergraduate courses in contemporary and
classical sociological theory, the third edition of an Introduction to Sociological Theory continues to
provide a comprehensive, in-depth, and empirically engaging, introduction to sociological theory.

sociological topics to research: 21st Century Sociology: A Reference Handbook Clifton D.
Bryant, Dennis L. Peck, 2007 Publisher Description

sociological topics to research: Social Research Methods Kristin Kenneavy, Catherine E.
Harnois, Maxine P. Atkinson, Kathleen Odell Korgen, 2022-03-22 Featuring a unique pedagogical
framework, Social Research Methods: Sociology in Action provides all the elements required to
create an active learning experience for this course. Modeled after the other volumes in SAGE’s
Sociology in Action series, this innovative new text combines hands-on work, application, and
learning-by-example. It features a diverse group of expert contributing authors who also practice
active learning in their own classrooms. Each chapter discusses one aspect of conducting
quantitative or qualitative research and pairs that foundational coverage with carefully-developed
learning activities and thought-provoking questions that prompt students to practice and apply their
new research skills. The comprehensive Activity Guide that accompanies the text will help you carry
out and assess the activities that best engage your students, fit the mode of instruction you choose,
and meet your course goals. In the spirit of the Sociology in Action theme, the text concludes with
two unique chapters on how social researchers interact with their surrounding communities and
help bring about social change and social justice. This title is accompanied by a complete teaching
and learning package.

sociological topics to research: Handbook of Public Sociology Vincent Jeffries, 2009-07-16
Public sociology—an approach to sociology that aims to communicate with and actively engage
wider audiences—has been one of the most widely discussed topics in the discipline in recent years.
The Handbook of Public Sociology presents a comprehensive look at every facet of public sociology
in theory and practice. It pays particular attention to how public sociology can complement more
traditional types of sociological practice to advance both the analytical power of the discipline and
its ability to benefit society. The volume features contributions from a stellar list of authors,
including several past presidents of the American Sociological Association such as Michael Burawoy,
a leading proponent of public sociology. The first two sections of the Handbook of Public Sociology
look at public sociology in relation to the other three types of practice—professional, policy, and
critical—with an emphasis on integrating the four types into a holistic model of theory and practice.
Subsequent sections focus on issues like teaching public sociology at various levels, case studies in
the application of public sociology, and the role of public sociology in special fields in the discipline.
The concluding chapter by Michael Burawoy, a past president of the American Sociological
Association and a leading proponent of public sociology, addresses current debates surrounding



public sociology and presents a constructive vision for the future that embraces and improves upon
all four types of sociology. The Handbook of Public Sociology with its examination not only of public
sociology but also of how it can enhance and complement other types of practice, transcends
differences in the field and will appeal to a wide range of academics, students, and practitioners.

sociological topics to research: Narrative as Topic and Method in Social Research
Donileen R. Loseke, 2021-10-06 Narrative research is an increasingly popular qualitative method
across the social sciences. This book has two purposes: firstly to show students and researchers how
to do research on narrative topics, particularly on questions about narrative productions of meaning,
and secondly to explain some fundamentals of research methods suitable for exploring these topics.
A final part of the book provides empirical examples of how such research is done. These chapters
use small amounts of data to examine the analytic tasks of designing research questions, finding
appropriate data, sampling decisions, contextualization, data categorization, and communicating
study findings.

sociological topics to research: Research Handbook on the Sociology of the Family Norbert F.
Schneider, Michaela Kreyenfeld, 2021-06-25 Exploring how family life has radically changed in
recent decades, this comprehensive Research Handbook tracks the latest developments and trends
in scholarly work on the family. With a particular focus on the European context, it addresses
current debates and offers insights into key topics including: the division of housework, family forms
and living arrangements, intergenerational relationships, partner choice, divorce and fertility
behaviour.

sociological topics to research: Handbook of the Sociology of Religion Michele Dillon,
2003-08-18 Table of contents

sociological topics to research: Tracing the Life Cycle of Ideas in the Humanities and Social
Sciences Arjuna Tuzzi, 2018-10-30 This book demonstrates how quantitative methods for text
analysis can successfully combine with qualitative methods in the study of different disciplines of the
Humanities and Social Sciences (HSS). The book focuses on learning about the evolution of ideas of
HSS disciplines through a distant reading of the contents conveyed by scientific literature, in order
to retrieve the most relevant topics being debated over time. Quantitative methods, statistical
techniques and software packages are used to identify and study the main subject matters of a
discipline from raw textual data, both in the past and today. The book also deals with the concept of
quality of life of words and aims to foster a discussion about the life cycle of scientific ideas. Textual
data retrieved from large corpora pose interesting challenges for any data analysis method and
today represent a growing area of research in many fields. New problems emerge from the growing
availability of large databases and new methods are needed to retrieve significant information from
those large information sources. This book can be used to explain how quantitative methods can be
part of the research instrumentation and the toolbox of scholars of Humanities and Social Sciences.
The book contains numerous examples and a description of the main methods in use, with references
to literature and available software. Most of the chapters of the book have been written in a
non-technical language for HSS researchers without mathematical, computer or statistical
backgrounds.

sociological topics to research: The New Handbook of Research on Music Teaching and
Learning Richard Colwell, Carol Richardson, 2002-04-18 Featuring chapters by the world's
foremost scholars in music education and cognition, this handbook is a convenient collection of
current research on music teaching and learning. This comprehensive work includes sections on arts
advocacy, music and medicine, teacher education, and studio instruction, among other subjects,
making it an essential reference for music education programs. The original Handbook of Research
on Music Teaching and Learning, published in 1992 with the sponsorship of the Music Educators
National Conference (MENC), was hailed as a welcome addition to the literature on music education
because it serves to provide definition and unity to a broad and complex field (Choice). This new
companion volume, again with the sponsorship of MENC, explores the significant changes in music
and arts education that have taken place in the last decade. Notably, several chapters now




incorporate insights from other fields to shed light on multi-cultural music education, gender issues
in music education, and non-musical outcomes of music education. Other chapters offer practical
information on maintaining musicians' health, training music teachers, and evaluating music
education programs. Philosophical issues, such as musical cognition, the philosophy of research
theory, curriculum, and educating musically, are also explored in relationship to policy issues. In
addition to surveying the literature, each chapter considers the significance of the research and
provides suggestions for future study. Covering a broad range of topics and addressing the issues of
music education at all age levels, from early childhood to motivation and self-regulation, this
handbook is an invaluable resource for music teachers, researchers, and scholars.

sociological topics to research: Flying Aeroplanes and Other Sociological Tales Brian
McDonough, 2020-12-30 Flying Aeroplanes and Other Sociological Tales is an introductory textbook
for students wishing to learn about sociology and social research methods. Each of the short tales,
told by a sociologist, introduces topics and research methods using an engaging storyline. The
opening story narrates how the sociologist uses participant observation to understand the work of a
commercial pilot, and how he feels about autopilot systems replacing his job of flying aeroplanes.
Other tales feature topics such as education, health, crime, and gender. There is also a chapter on
‘lockdown’ during the Covid-19 pandemic. One main feature of the book is the ‘back door’ approach
to teaching research methods, with chapters dedicated to exploring statistics, sampling, visual
methods, documents, embodied methods, autoethnographic research and ethics. Traditional
textbooks in sociology focus on what novice sociologists should do, but few, if any, comprehensively
deal with overcoming problems as they might emerge and explain what to do when things go wrong.
The sociological tales written in this book provide examples of when field access is denied, research
participants refuse to take part, and when recording equipment has broken down. Each tale raises
issues and problems for the sociologist to overcome, such as research design flaws, sampling bias,
lack of rapport with research participants, and the problems with breaking ethical codes of conduct.
The book provides insight into the role of the sociologist, why sociology matters, and what happens
when sociology fails us. Flying Aeroplanes and Other Sociological Tales introduces a unique
approach to teaching sociology and social research methods.

sociological topics to research: Key Ideas in Sociology Martin Slattery, 2003 Key Ideas in
Sociology provides a tour d'horizon of the great sociological thinkers of the last two centuries -- their
lives, their main ideas, and their influence on further thinking and practice in sociology. Fifty key
thinkers in sociology are represented, both to give a sense of history to the development of the
discipline and to exemplify the range of issues that have been covered. Each essay concludes with an
annotated Suggested Readings list, and a General Bibliography is also provided.

sociological topics to research: Social Research Methods Sigmund Grgnmo, 2023-11-22
Framing research as the process of asking and answering questions, this book demonstrates how to
identify good research questions and how to structure and explore them successfully. Whether you
are just beginning your research journey or are a seasoned traveller, it helps you: * Decide what you
want to achieve with your research « Know what options you have to explore your goals * Navigate
the nuances of different research approaches * Understand the decisions of other researchers ¢
Choose what path best suits your project. Through real-life examples demonstrating different types
of research, the book introduces qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods approaches so you can
compare different methods at every stage of the research process, from initial idea and design to
data collection and analysis. This new edition includes new chapters on collecting and analysing
mixed methods data, and additional content on qualitative data analysis. New examples reflect the
cultural and global diversity of social research, and extra visual aids and summaries support
understanding of key research concepts and stages. The book is accompanied by an online teaching
guide, including videos, additional case studies, annotated articles, and critical thinking exercises.

sociological topics to research: My Revision Notes: AQA A-level Sociology Laura Pountney,
2017-02-27 Target success in AQA A-level Sociology with this proven formula for effective,
structured revision. Key content coverage is combined with exam-style tasks and practical tips to




create a revision guide that students can rely on to review, strengthen and test their knowledge.
With My Revision Notes, every student can: - Plan and manage a successful revision programme
using the topic-by-topic planner - Consolidate subject knowledge by working through clear and
focused content coverage - Test understanding and identify areas for improvement with regular
'‘Now Test Yourself' tasks and answers - Improve exam technique through practice questions, expert
tips and examples of typical mistakes to avoid My Revision Notes AQA A-level Sociology includes all
compulsory topics as well as the optional topics 'Families and households' and 'Beliefs in society'.

sociological topics to research: Big data and machine learning in sociology Heinz Leitgob,
Tobias Wolbring, Dimitri Prandner, 2023-06-05

sociological topics to research: Social Studies of Science Bernard Barber, 1990-01-01 One of
the first and premier specialists in the sociology of science presents seventeen published and
unpublished essays in Social Studies of Science. This rich volume is introduced by a long essay, The
Multiple, Diverse, and Unexpected Origins of the Sociology of Science, a sociological analysis of the
fifty years of development of what has finally become the fully realized field of the sociology of
science. Barber's personal connection with this development makes this analytical essay a vivid
contribution to the history of sociology.

sociological topics to research: Handbook of the Sociology of Health, Illness, and
Healing Bernice A. Pescosolido, Jack K. Martin, Jane D. McLeod, Anne Rogers, 2010-12-17 The
Handbook of the Sociology of Health, Illness & Healing advances the understanding of medical
sociology by identifying the most important contemporary challenges to the field and suggesting
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