interdisciplinary studies in
literature and environment

Interdisciplinary Studies in Literature and Environment: Exploring the Nexus
of Storytelling and Ecology

interdisciplinary studies in literature and environment open a fascinating
window into how narratives shape our understanding of the natural world and,
conversely, how environmental contexts influence literary expression. This
vibrant academic field blends literary analysis with ecological awareness,
cultural studies, and environmental science to explore the complex
relationships between humans and their surroundings. It encourages readers,
scholars, and students alike to consider literature not just as artistic
expression but as a powerful medium through which environmental values,
crises, and philosophies are communicated.

The convergence of literature and environmental studies has gained momentum
amid growing concerns about climate change, biodiversity loss, and
sustainability. By reading across disciplines, this approach fosters a deeper
appreciation for the environment and promotes critical thinking about the
ethical dimensions of human interaction with nature. Whether through poetry,
fiction, or non-fiction, texts examined through this interdisciplinary lens
reveal how storytelling can inspire environmental empathy and action.

What Are Interdisciplinary Studies in
Literature and Environment?

At its core, interdisciplinary studies in literature and environment involve
integrating methods and perspectives from various academic areas to analyze
texts that focus on nature, ecology, and environmental issues. This
integration can include environmental history, philosophy, cultural
geography, and even scientific research, enriching literary analysis with
broader contextual understanding.

Unlike traditional literary studies, which may focus primarily on themes,
styles, or historical periods, this interdisciplinary approach actively
incorporates environmental awareness. It questions how literature reflects
and shapes human attitudes toward landscapes, animals, climate, and
ecological systems. This broad scope allows scholars to examine everything
from pastoral poetry and indigenous storytelling to contemporary climate
fiction (cli-fi) and environmental activism in literature.



The Role of Ecocriticism

A significant component of this interdisciplinary field is ecocriticism — a
critical framework that studies the relationship between literature and the
physical environment. Ecocritics analyze how texts represent nature, how they
engage with environmental ethics, and how they respond to ecological crises.
This approach often challenges anthropocentric worldviews, highlighting non-
human perspectives and advocating for sustainability.

Ecocriticism can reveal, for instance, how Romantic poetry idealized nature
or how modern novels depict habitat loss and environmental degradation. It
also encourages readers to consider the political implications embedded
within literary works, such as environmental justice and indigenous land
rights.

The Benefits of Combining Literature and
Environmental Studies

Interdisciplinary studies in literature and environment offer several
enriching benefits, both academically and personally. They broaden
intellectual horizons, deepen ecological literacy, and foster critical
empathy toward pressing environmental issues.

Enhancing Critical Thinking and Creativity

By crossing disciplinary boundaries, students and researchers develop robust
analytical skills. They learn to synthesize diverse types of information —
scientific data, cultural narratives, and philosophical ideas — to craft
nuanced interpretations. This complexity nurtures creativity and problem-
solving abilities, especially when addressing multifaceted environmental
challenges.

Fostering Environmental Awareness and Advocacy

Literature has a unique power to evoke emotional responses. When combined
with environmental studies, it can transform abstract ecological concepts
into relatable human experiences. Readers may develop a greater sense of
connection and responsibility toward the environment, which can inspire
advocacy and sustainable living.



Supporting Inclusive and Diverse Perspectives

Interdisciplinary approaches encourage the inclusion of marginalized voices,
such as indigenous peoples and local communities, whose environmental
knowledge and storytelling traditions often go unrecognized in mainstream
environmental discourse. This inclusivity enriches the field and promotes a
more holistic understanding of humanity’s place within ecosystems.

Key Themes in Interdisciplinary Literature and
Environment Studies

Several recurring themes emerge when literature is examined through an
environmental lens. These themes help structure scholarly inquiry and uncover
meaningful insights about the human-nature relationship.

Nature and Identity

Many literary works explore how environments shape individual and collective
identities. From the wilderness as a site of self-discovery to urban
landscapes as spaces of alienation, the natural world is often intertwined
with characters’ psychological and cultural experiences.

Environmental Justice and Ethics

Texts may confront issues like pollution, resource exploitation, and
environmental racism. By highlighting these concerns, literature can question
dominant economic and political systems and advocate for ethical stewardship
of the earth.

Climate Change and Future Imaginaries

Contemporary writers increasingly grapple with climate change, envisioning
possible futures through speculative fiction and dystopian narratives. These
stories challenge readers to reflect on current trajectories and consider
alternative, more sustainable ways of living.

Human-Animal Relationships

Animals frequently appear in literature as symbols, companions, or subjects
of ethical reflection. Interdisciplinary studies examine how these



representations influence attitudes toward animal rights and biodiversity
conservation.

Applications and Career Paths

Students and scholars engaged in interdisciplinary studies in literature and
environment often find opportunities in academia, environmental education,
writing, policy analysis, and activism. Their ability to communicate complex
environmental issues creatively and critically is highly valued.

Academic Research and Teaching

Many universities now offer programs or courses in environmental humanities,
ecocriticism, or literature and environment. Graduates can pursue research
that shapes public discourse on environmental issues or teach the next
generation to think critically about nature and culture.

Environmental Communication and Advocacy

Professionals with expertise in both literature and environmental science can
excel in science communication, crafting compelling narratives for
nonprofits, government agencies, or media outlets. Their storytelling skills
help translate technical information into accessible messages that motivate
public engagement.

Creative Writing and Publishing

Writers inspired by environmental themes contribute to growing genres like
eco-fiction and nature writing. Their work can raise awareness, spark
imagination, and influence cultural attitudes toward sustainability.

Tips for Engaging with Interdisciplinary
Studies in Literature and Environment

If you are interested in exploring this field, here are some helpful
approaches to get started:

e Read Widely and Diversely: Include a mix of genres and perspectives —
classic nature poetry, indigenous narratives, contemporary climate



fiction, and scientific essays.

e Learn Basic Environmental Concepts: Familiarize yourself with ecological
principles, climate science, and environmental policy to enrich your
literary analysis.

e Participate in Discussions: Join forums, book clubs, or academic groups
focused on environmental literature to exchange ideas and deepen
understanding.

e Write Reflectively: Try journaling or creative writing that connects
your personal experiences with nature and environmental concerns.

e Engage with Multimedia Resources: Explore documentaries, podcasts, and
visual arts that intersect with literature and environment for a broader
sensory experience.

Interdisciplinary studies in literature and environment not only illuminate
the narratives that shape our ecological consciousness but also empower us to
envision and enact a more harmonious relationship with the planet. As
environmental challenges grow more urgent, this blend of humanities and
science offers a hopeful pathway toward understanding and change.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is interdisciplinary studies in literature and
environment?

Interdisciplinary studies in literature and environment combine literary
analysis with environmental studies to explore how literature reflects,
critiques, and shapes human relationships with the natural world.

Why is interdisciplinary study important in
understanding literature and environment?

Interdisciplinary study allows for a more holistic understanding by
integrating perspectives from ecology, cultural studies, history, and
literary criticism, revealing deeper insights into environmental themes and
issues depicted in literature.

What are some common themes explored in
environmental literature?

Common themes include nature and wilderness, environmental justice, climate
change, human-nature relationships, sustainability, and the impact of



industrialization on the environment.

How does environmental literature contribute to
environmental awareness?

Environmental literature raises awareness by humanizing ecological issues,
inspiring empathy for nature, and encouraging readers to reflect on their
environmental impact and responsibilities.

Which literary genres are commonly studied in
literature and environment interdisciplinary
programs?

Genres often studied include ecofiction, nature writing, environmental
poetry, dystopian and utopian fiction, and indigenous literature that
emphasizes ecological knowledge.

How do interdisciplinary approaches enhance the
study of climate change in literature?

By combining scientific data with literary analysis, interdisciplinary
approaches help interpret cultural responses to climate change, highlight
ethical considerations, and promote environmental advocacy through
storytelling.

What career paths can one pursue with a background
in interdisciplinary studies of literature and
environment?

Career paths include environmental writing and journalism, academia,
environmental policy and advocacy, cultural resource management,
sustainability consulting, and work with nonprofit environmental
organizations.

Additional Resources

Interdisciplinary Studies in Literature and Environment: Exploring the Nexus
of Culture and Ecology

Interdisciplinary studies in literature and environment have emerged as a
critical academic field that bridges the gap between humanities and
ecological sciences. This innovative approach examines how literary texts
reflect, shape, and challenge human understandings of the natural world,
while simultaneously engaging with pressing environmental issues. In an era
marked by climate change, biodiversity loss, and environmental degradation,
the intersection of literary analysis and environmental studies offers



profound insights into cultural responses to ecological crises. This article
delves into the evolving landscape of interdisciplinary studies in literature
and environment, highlighting its scope, methodologies, and significance
within contemporary scholarship.

The Evolution and Scope of Interdisciplinary
Studies in Literature and Environment

The emergence of environmental humanities in the late 20th century marked a
pivotal shift in academic inquiry, fostering interdisciplinary dialogue
between literature, history, philosophy, and environmental science. Within
this broad framework, interdisciplinary studies in literature and environment
specifically focus on how literary works—ranging from poetry and novels to
essays and drama—engage with themes of nature, ecology, and environmental
ethics. The field operates at the confluence of ecocriticism, environmental
philosophy, and cultural studies, expanding traditional literary analysis to
include ecological awareness.

This interdisciplinary approach challenges the conventional separation
between human culture and the environment. It investigates how narratives
construct human-nature relationships and influence environmental attitudes.
For example, Romantic literature’s celebration of wilderness contrasts
sharply with industrial-era texts that often depict nature as a resource to
be exploited. Contemporary eco-literature frequently addresses environmental
crises such as climate change, pollution, and species extinction, reflecting
growing global ecological concerns.

Key Methodologies and Analytical Frameworks

Interdisciplinary studies in literature and environment employ diverse
methodologies to analyze texts through ecological lenses. Ecocriticism
remains a foundational framework, emphasizing the ecological contexts and
consequences of literary works. Scholars in this domain often employ:

e Textual Analysis: Close reading of literary texts to uncover
representations of nature, environmental ethics, and human impact on
ecosystems.

e Historical Contextualization: Situating literary works within their
historical environmental conditions and cultural attitudes toward
nature.

e Comparative Studies: Examining cross-cultural or cross-genre portrayals
of environmental themes to identify universal and localized ecological
concerns.



e Interdisciplinary Integration: Incorporating insights from ecology,
geography, and environmental science to enrich literary interpretations.

For example, analyzing Rachel Carson’s "Silent Spring" involves understanding
both its literary style and its scientific content, highlighting the power of
narrative to influence environmental policy and public awareness.

Significance of Interdisciplinary Studies in
Addressing Environmental Challenges

The value of interdisciplinary studies in literature and environment extends
beyond academia; it plays a critical role in cultivating environmental
consciousness and ethical reflection. Literature often humanizes abstract
scientific data, making environmental issues more relatable and urgent to
diverse audiences. By interpreting cultural narratives about the environment,
scholars can reveal underlying ideologies that either support or undermine
sustainable practices.

Enhancing Environmental Awareness Through Narrative

Narratives shape collective perceptions and behavior. Environmental
literature and eco-poetry, for instance, can evoke empathy for non-human life
and foster a deeper connection to place. This emotional engagement is crucial
for motivating environmental stewardship. Interdisciplinary studies analyze
how storytelling techniques—such as imagery, metaphor, and character
development—convey environmental values and critique destructive human
activities.

Influence on Environmental Policy and Education

The integration of literature and environmental studies also informs
educational curricula and policy discourse. Environmental humanities programs
increasingly incorporate literary analysis to equip students with critical
thinking skills necessary for addressing complex ecological problems.
Furthermore, literary works that foreground environmental justice issues
contribute to policy debates by highlighting the socio-political dimensions
of ecological crises.

Challenges and Critiques Within the Field



While interdisciplinary studies in literature and environment offer expansive
insights, the field faces certain challenges. One critique concerns the
difficulty of balancing scientific rigor with literary interpretation. Some
argue that literary analysis may oversimplify ecological data or that
ecological science can be marginalized by subjective readings. Another
challenge lies in navigating diverse disciplinary languages and
methodologies, which can hinder cohesive collaboration.

Additionally, the field grapples with inclusivity, as much early
environmental literature centered on Western perspectives. Contemporary
scholarship increasingly seeks to incorporate indigenous knowledge systems
and global south narratives to broaden ecological discourse and address
environmental justice more comprehensively.

Addressing Disciplinary Boundaries

Successful interdisciplinary research requires scholars to develop fluency in
multiple fields. Collaborative projects involving ecologists and literary
critics exemplify best practices, integrating empirical data with narrative
analysis to generate holistic understandings. Such partnerships enhance the
credibility and applicability of research findings in both academic and
practical contexts.

Expanding Global and Cultural Perspectives

A growing emphasis on postcolonial ecocriticism and indigenous environmental
literature enriches the field’s diversity. These perspectives challenge
dominant paradigms by foregrounding local ecological knowledge, colonial
histories, and the impacts of globalization on environments and communities.
By embracing a multiplicity of voices, interdisciplinary studies in
literature and environment become more inclusive and socially relevant.

Future Directions and Emerging Trends

The trajectory of interdisciplinary studies in literature and environment
points toward increasingly integrative and innovative approaches. Digital
humanities tools, such as GIS mapping and text mining, are being employed to
analyze environmental themes across large corpora and geographical contexts.
Climate fiction (cli-fi) has emerged as a significant genre, blending
speculative narrative with urgent ecological concerns, further expanding the
field’s boundaries.

Moreover, the intersection with other disciplines such as anthropology,
sociology, and environmental psychology promises richer analyses of human-
environment interactions. The field’'s growing public engagement through



community projects, environmental activism, and creative writing workshops
highlights its potential to influence societal attitudes and behaviors.

Interdisciplinary studies in literature and environment thus occupy a vital
space in contemporary scholarship, offering nuanced understandings of how
culture shapes and is shaped by ecological realities. By fostering dialogue
between the humanities and environmental sciences, this field not only
deepens academic inquiry but also contributes to broader efforts aimed at
sustainability and environmental justice.

Interdisciplinary Studies In Literature And Environment
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1990er Jahren werden Fragen nach dem Verhaltnis zwischen Veranderungen in der naturalen
Umwelt und deren literarischen Reprasentationen im Bereich der Literaturwissenschaft unter dem
Begriff Ecocriticism subsumiert und diskutiert. In diesem Band werden umwelthistorische
Perspektiven ebenfalls in die Diskussion eingebunden. Dabei ist einerseits zu fragen, wie der Wandel
im menschlichen Verhaltnis zur {OCLCbr#BB}Natur (und den sich wandelnden Bedeutungsnuancen
dieses Begriffs) zu unterschiedlichen Zeiten in literarischen Texten verhandelt wird und welche
neuen literarischen Ausdrucksformen er womaoglich provoziert. Andererseits ist auch zu fragen, wie
sich literarische und kulturelle Muster auf die Gestaltung der naturalen Umwelt auswirken konnen.
Inwiefern korrespondieren dabei literarische Modellierungen des Wandels diachron und synchron
mit Veranderungsprozessen in der Natur? Diese doppelte Fragestellung schliel$t auch die
Moglichkeit einer wechselseitigen Kritik umwelthistorischer und literarischer Perspektiven ein.
interdisciplinary studies in literature and environment: Eco-Teen Films Robin L. Murray,
Joseph K. Heumann, 2024-09-06 Illuminating the impacts of environmental disasters and climate
crises globally, this book examines the experiences of teens grappling with eco-disasters and issues
in films of the twenty-first century. With an emphasis on teen activism, international settings and
filmmakers, and marginalized perspectives, this book showcases teens on film that are struggling
with present and future everyday eco-disasters amplified by climate change. By highlighting and
interrogating diverse genres of teen films in which young adults encounter, address, and battle
environmental issues and calamities while also struggling with adolescent development, this book
acknowledges the young adult point of view missing from most critical ecocinema research and
underlines connections between the more complex ‘coming-of-age’ themes found in teen films with
ecocinema themes and approaches. The films examined navigate increasingly realistic conditions,
even in fantastical settings, as they showcase teens’ relationships with and responses to
environmental issues and eco-disasters. Emphasizing teen activism and under-represented
intersectional perspectives outside Hollywood, it establishes the eco-teen film as a notable subgenre.
This book will be of interest to students and scholars of film studies, ecocriticism, and environmental
studies, especially those with a particular interest in ecocinema and/or ecocritical readings of films.
interdisciplinary studies in literature and environment: The Oxford Handbook of
Ecocriticism Greg Garrard, 2014 The Oxford Handbook of Ecocriticism provides a broad survey of
the longstanding relationship between literature and the environment. The moment for such an
offering is opportune in many respects: multiple environmental crises are increasingly inescapable
at both transnational and local levels; the role of the humanities in addition to technology and
politics is increasingly recognized as central for exploring and finding solutions; and the subject of
ecocriticism has reached a kind of critical mass, both within its Anglo-American heartlands and
beyond. From its origins in the study of American Nature Writing and British Romanticism,
ecocriticism has developed along numerous theoretical, historical, cultural and geographical axes,
the most contemporary and exciting of which will be represented in the Handbook. The contributors
include eminent founders of the field, including Cheryll Glotfelty and Jonathan Bate, a number of key
second-wave ecocritics, and the best up-and-coming scholars. Topics covered include: Green
Shakespeare-the Bard's subversive uses of the pastoral; John Clare's sacred relationship with the
land; Thoreau's profound political passion; the natural landscape as symbol of postcolonial
resistance in works by Lessing, Naipaul, and Coetzee; the relation between feminism and
environmentalism; language and the concept of biosemiotics; and concerns over pollution and
toxicity in films like Erin Brockovitch, Michael Clayton, and Al Gore's An Inconvenient Truth.
interdisciplinary studies in literature and environment: The Oxford Handbook of the Bible
and Ecology Hilary Marlow, Mark Harris, 2022 Does the Bible have anything to contribute to
contemporary concerns about the environment? This collection of essays on the Bible and ecology
explores biblical texts and their interpretation in the light of ecological issues. The handbook covers
a number of political and ethical issues, as well as offering detailed exploration of individual Bible
books. It discusses a number of controversial views, including whether the Judeo-Christian tradition
has contributed to the environmental crisis, and how the Bible is used by climate change deniers.



interdisciplinary studies in literature and environment: Ecocriticism Benjamin Buhler,
2016-05-10 Ecocriticism bezeichnet aktuelle kultur- und literaturwissenschaftliche Ansatze, die die
Beziehungen zwischen dem Menschen und seiner Umwelt sowie ihre Transformationen in der
Literatur- und Kulturgeschichte untersuchen. Der Band stellt ausfihrlich die Geschichte des
Eocriticism sowie unterschiedliche theoretische Herangehensweisen vor. Der Autor bietet den
Abriss einer okologischen Literaturgeschichte vom 18. Jahrhundert bis zu den Dystopien der
Gegenwart mit Interpretationen zentraler Werke. Der Schlussteil sucht die poetologischen
Dimensionen des Themas auf und ergrindet Narrative (wie Zurtick zur Natur ), Raume (wie Wildnis
und Naturpark), Storungen (wie Verschmutzungen und Klimawandel) und nicht-menschliche
Akteure (wie Tiere und Maschinen).

interdisciplinary studies in literature and environment: The Environment in French and
Francophone Literature and Film Jeff Persels, 2012 Volume 39 of FLS French Literature Series
features ten articles on the topic of the environment in French and Francophone Literature and
Film. Contributors engage with the work of such authors, filmakers and cartoonists as Michel
Serres, Luc Ferry, Patrice Nganang, Marie Darrieussecq, Yann-Arthus Bertrand and Plantu, and
such topics as human zoos, eco-colonialism, queer theory, and the environmental catastrophes of
WWI and, globally, of human civilization as recorded in the recent eco-documentary, HOME.
Wide-ranging, provocative and topical these articles both broaden and deepen the efficacy of
ecocriticism as a tool for enriching our understanding of the field beyond the English and American
“nature writing” at the theory’s core.

interdisciplinary studies in literature and environment: Routledge Handbook of
Ecocriticism and Environmental Communication Scott Slovic, Swarnalatha Rangarajan, Vidya
Sarveswaran, 2019-02-01 Ecocriticism and environmental communication studies have for many
years co-existed as parallel disciplines, occasionally crossing paths but typically operating in
separate academic spheres. These fields are now rapidly converging, and this handbook aims to
reinforce the common concerns and methodologies of the sibling disciplines. The Routledge
Handbook of Ecocriticism and Environmental Communication charts the history of the relationship
between ecocriticism and environmental communication studies, while also highlighting key new
paradigms in information studies, diverse examples of practical applications of environmental
communication and textual analysis, and the patterns and challenges of environmental
communication in non-Western societies. Contributors to this book include literary, film and
religious studies scholars, communication studies specialists, environmental historians, practicing
journalists, art critics, linguists, ethnographers, sociologists, literary theorists, and others, but all
focus their discussions on key issues in textual representations of human-nature relationships and
on the challenges and possibilities of environmental communication. The handbook is designed to
map existing trends in both ecocriticism and environmental communication and to predict future
directions. This handbook will be an essential reference for teachers, students, and practitioners of
environmental literature, film, journalism, communication, and rhetoric, and well as the broader
meta-discipline of environmental humanities.

interdisciplinary studies in literature and environment: The Routledge Companion to
Literature and Cognitive Studies Jan Alber, Ralf Schneider, 2025-07-31 The Routledge
Companion to Literature and Cognitive Studies offers a comprehensive survey of cognitive
approaches to literature, introducing the influential theoretical tools and latest developments in this
vigorously multi-disciplinary field, with leading scholars illuminating the cognitive, affective, and
bodily dimensions of literary reading. Comprised three main sections, this Companion oversees the
history of the field, core issues and topics, and the vital new debates of cognitive theory. This volume
introduces readers to the many new tools and methodologies in the field, including: the context of
the first generation of cognitive literary studies mental representations and information-processing
paradigms critical debates and developments, including cognitive cultural studies, 4E cognition and
literature, as well as empirical investigations of cognitive processes approaches to a variety of
literary genres and media This comprehensive Companion provides an important reference work for



upper-level students and researchers delving into the interdisciplinary approaches to literature and
cognitive studies.

interdisciplinary studies in literature and environment: Grandeur And Narratives In The
Great Indian Epics- The Ramayana And The Mahabharata Samiran Kumar Paul, 2023-09-29 This
book will help the Indian and the foreign students to learn about Indian Classical studies in poetry
and narrative art. A comparison between these two epics throw light on myths, exile and narratives.
In India a recent trend of growing Hinduism is noticed in while studying Hindu scriptures of
mahakvyas and the Puranas. This study of epics in English will attract the Indologists of the world.

interdisciplinary studies in literature and environment: Natur als Rechtssubjekt Katharina
Bader-Plabst, 2024-03-07 Das Buch analysiert die Moglichkeit der Normierung eigener Rechte der
Natur in der deutschen Rechtsordnung. Als Inspiration hierzu wird der Vergleich zur
Eigenrechtsgesetzgebung in Neuseeland gezogen. Neuseeland normierte als eines der ersten
Lander der Welt eigene Rechte der Natur, indem das Land den Te Urewera Wald und den
Whanganui Fluss als Rechtssubjekte gesetzlich anerkannte. Die Gesetzgebung wurde weltweit als
umweltrechtliche Pionierleistung gefeiert. In Zeiten der Klima- und Biodiversitatskrise liegt daher
der Gedanke nahe, auch im deutschen Rechtssystem uber die rechtliche Aufwertung der Natur
nachzudenken. Die Arbeit befasst sich daher mit der Frage, ob Rechte der Natur nach
neuseelandischem Vorbild in Deutschland sowohl rechtlich zulassig als auch geboten und
erforderlich sind. /div

interdisciplinary studies in literature and environment: ISLE , 2019

interdisciplinary studies in literature and environment: Handbuch Postkolonialismus und
Literatur Dirk Gottsche, Axel Dunker, Gabriele Diirbeck, 2017-06-02 Das Handbuch bietet erstmals
einen umfassenden interdisziplinaren Uberblick iiber die postkoloniale Theorie und Forschung in
den Literatur- und Kulturwissenschaften. Es verbindet die Einfuhrung in das Thema mit einer
kritischen Zwischenbilanz zu diesem internationalen Forschungsfeld. Auf einen Theorieteil und die
lexikalische Darstellung von postkolonialen Grundbegriffen folgen Artikel zur Literatur-, Kultur- und
Mediengeschichte des Kolonialismus und Postkolonialismus in den betroffenen Kulturraumen sowie
ein Anhang mit historischen Uberblicken zu einzelnen Landern und weiterfithrenden Informationen.
Das Handbuch richtet sich an wissenschaftliche Leserinnen und Leser und bietet Ansatzpunkte fir
kunftige Forschung, soll aber auch fur Studierende und interessierte Laien eine verlassliche Basis
zur Auseinandersetzung mit der europaischen Kolonialgeschichte, ihren kulturellen Resonanzen und
ihrer postkolonialen Aufarbeitung in Literatur und Kultur bereitstellen.

interdisciplinary studies in literature and environment: The Routledge Companion to
Literature and Science Bruce Clarke, Manuela Rossini, 2010-09-13 Pt. 1. Literatures and sciences
-- pt. 2. Disciplinary and theoretical approaches -- pt. 3. Periods and cultures.

interdisciplinary studies in literature and environment: Queer Environmentality Robert
Azzarello, 2016-04-15 Offering a model for meaningful dialogue between queer studies and
environmental studies, Robert Azzarello's book traces a queer-environmental lineage in American
Romantic and post-Romantic literature. Azzarello challenges the notion that reading environmental
literature is unsatisfying in terms of aesthetics and proposes an understanding of literary
environmentalism that is rich in poetic complexity. With the term queer environmentality, Azzarello
points towards a queer sensibility in the history of environmental literature to balance the dominant
narrative that reading environmental literature is tantamount to witnessing a spectacular
dramatization of heterosexual teleology. Azzarello's study treats four key figures in the American
literary tradition: Henry David Thoreau, Herman Melville, Willa Cather, and Djuna Barnes. Each of
these writers problematizes conventional notions of the strange matrix between the human, the
natural, and the sexual. They brilliantly demonstrate the ways in which the queer project and the
environmental project are always connected or, put another way, show that questions and politics of
human sexuality are always entwined with those associated with the other-than-human world.
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