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New Technology of the 1950s: A Decade of Innovation and Transformation

new technology of the 1950s marked a pivotal era in human history, where rapid
advancements reshaped everyday life and laid the groundwork for the modern world we
live in today. This decade was brimming with groundbreaking inventions and discoveries
that influenced industries ranging from communication and entertainment to transportation
and medicine. Exploring these innovations reveals not only how far we've come but also
how the spirit of ingenuity in the 1950s continues to inspire technological progress. Let’s
dive into the fascinating world of 1950s technology and uncover the remarkable
developments that defined the era.

Revolutionary Advances in Communication

The 1950s were a transformative period for communication technologies, which began
shrinking the world and connecting people in unprecedented ways.

The Rise of Television

One of the most iconic new technologies of the 1950s was the television. Although the TV
was invented earlier, it wasn’t until the post-war boom of the 1950s that television sets
became widely affordable and commonplace in American homes. This shift played a crucial
role in shaping culture, entertainment, and information dissemination. Families gathered
around their TV sets to watch news broadcasts, sitcoms, and live events, making television
a central part of daily life.

Moreover, the development of color television technology in the late 1950s set the stage for
a visual revolution that would fully blossom in the following decades. Though color TV
wasn’'t mainstream until the 1960s, the groundwork laid in the '50s was essential for
enhancing viewer experience.

Transistor Radios and Portable Communication

Another landmark innovation was the transistor radio, which became popular due to its
portability and affordability. Unlike bulky vacuum tube radios, transistor radios used
semiconductor technology, making them smaller and more energy-efficient. This
advancement democratized access to music, news, and entertainment, allowing people to
carry their favorite programs anywhere — a massive leap in personal communication and
leisure.



Transportation Breakthroughs That Changed
Mobility

The new technology of the 1950s also fueled remarkable developments in transportation,
influencing how people traveled and connected across distances.

The Jet Age Takes Off

Commercial aviation underwent a revolution with the introduction of jet-powered passenger
aircraft. The British de Havilland Comet, introduced in the early 1950s, was the world’s first
commercial jet airliner, offering faster and smoother flights compared to traditional
propeller planes. Although early models faced technical challenges, the jet age was firmly
underway by the mid-1950s.

This technological leap drastically reduced travel times and made air travel accessible to a
broader population, helping to shrink the globe and promote international exchange.

The Interstate Highway System

In the United States, the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1956 launched the construction of the
Interstate Highway System, a massive infrastructure project that transformed road travel.
This new network of highways facilitated faster, safer, and more efficient vehicular
movement across states, boosting commerce and suburban growth.

The highways encouraged car ownership and reshaped urban landscapes, reflecting how
infrastructure technology can profoundly influence social and economic patterns.

Innovations in Household and Consumer
Technology

The 1950s saw the arrival of many consumer technologies that revolutionized everyday life
by bringing convenience and comfort into the home.

Home Appliances Go Mainstream

Post-war prosperity and advances in manufacturing led to a surge in household appliances.
Refrigerators, washing machines, vacuum cleaners, and electric ovens became more
affordable and widespread, making domestic chores easier and improving quality of life.

The introduction of automatic washing machines, for example, saved countless hours of
manual labor, enabling more leisure time and changing domestic dynamics. Similarly,



advancements in refrigeration helped preserve food longer, reducing waste and improving
nutrition.

The Birth of the Microwave Oven

Though the microwave oven was invented in the late 1940s, it wasn’t until the 1950s that it
began to gain traction as a consumer product. Percy Spencer's discovery of microwave
cooking technology revolutionized food preparation by drastically reducing cooking times.
Early models were large and expensive, but this innovation paved the way for the compact,
affordable microwaves that are now household staples.

Medical and Scientific Advances

The 1950s brought significant breakthroughs in medicine and science, many of which have
had lasting impacts on health and medicine.

Polio Vaccine Development

One of the most celebrated medical advances was the development of the polio vaccine by
Jonas Salk in 1955. Polio was a crippling disease that caused widespread fear, especially
among children. The vaccine dramatically reduced polio cases worldwide and showcased
the power of medical research and vaccination programs in controlling infectious diseases.

Early Computers and Computing Technology

While computers existed before the 1950s, this decade witnessed important strides in
making computing more practical and accessible. The invention of the transistor in 1947
led to the gradual replacement of bulky vacuum tubes, enabling smaller, faster, and more
reliable computers.

Early mainframe computers like the IBM 701 and UNIVAC | were used primarily by
government agencies and large corporations for complex calculations and data processing.
These machines laid the foundation for the digital revolution that would accelerate in the
decades to follow.

Entertainment and Leisure: New Frontiers

The 1950s were also a golden age for entertainment technology, blending innovation with
cultural shifts.



The Birth of Videotape Recording

The introduction of magnetic videotape recording technology in the 1950s revolutionized
the television and film industries. Before this, live broadcasts could not be easily recorded
or replayed. Videotapes allowed networks to record programs for later broadcast, improving
scheduling flexibility and content preservation.

This technology also opened the door for home video entertainment, which would explode
in popularity decades later.

Space Exploration Precursors

While the Space Race officially ignited in the late 1950s with the launch of Sputnik by the
Soviet Union in 1957, initial research and technology development began earlier in the
decade. Advances in rocketry, satellite technology, and missile development set the stage
for humanity’s first ventures beyond Earth.

These early efforts were fueled by Cold War competition and inspired generations of
scientists, engineers, and dreamers eager to explore the cosmos.

Understanding the Legacy of 1950s Technology

The new technology of the 1950s wasn’t just about gadgets and machines; it represented a
cultural shift driven by optimism, innovation, and the desire for progress. Many
technologies introduced or popularized in this decade have evolved but continue to
influence how we communicate, travel, work, and live.

Exploring these developments offers valuable insight into how technological advancements
can transform societies and create new possibilities. Whether it’s the television that
brought the world into living rooms, the jet planes that connected continents, or the
medical breakthroughs that saved millions of lives, the 1950s stand as a testament to
human creativity and resilience.

Reflecting on this era also reminds us of the importance of embracing innovation while
considering its societal impact — a lesson as relevant today as it was over half a century
ago.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were some of the most significant new
technologies introduced in the 1950s?

The 1950s saw significant new technologies including the development of the transistor,



the first commercial computers, advances in television technology, the introduction of
commercial jet airliners, and the early stages of space exploration technology.

How did the invention of the transistor in the 1950s
impact technology?

The invention of the transistor revolutionized technology by replacing bulky vacuum tubes,
enabling smaller, more efficient, and more reliable electronic devices, which paved the way
for modern computers, radios, and other electronics.

What role did computers play in the 1950s
technological landscape?

In the 1950s, computers transitioned from large, experimental machines to more practical
devices used for business, government, and scientific purposes, with early models like
UNIVAC and IBM 701 becoming commercially available.

How did television technology evolve during the 1950s?

Television technology in the 1950s advanced with the widespread adoption of color
broadcasts, improved picture quality, and an increase in household TV ownership, making it
a dominant medium for entertainment and information.

What was the significance of the first commercial jet
airliners introduced in the 1950s?

The introduction of commercial jet airliners like the Boeing 707 in the late 1950s
revolutionized air travel by significantly reducing flight times, increasing passenger
capacity, and making air travel more accessible to the public.

How did 1950s technology influence the beginning of
space exploration?

The 1950s marked the beginning of the space race, with technological advancements such
as the development of rockets like the V-2 and early satellites, culminating in the launch of
Sputnik by the Soviet Union in 1957.

What new household technologies became popular in
the 1950s?

In the 1950s, household technologies such as microwave ovens, automatic washing
machines, and refrigerators with improved efficiency became widely adopted, transforming
daily life and convenience.

How did the development of nuclear technology in the



1950s impact society?

Nuclear technology in the 1950s expanded beyond weapons to include nuclear power
plants for electricity generation, raising both hopes for a new energy era and concerns
about safety and proliferation.

What was the impact of the 1950s technology on
communication?

The 1950s saw important advances in communication technology, including the expansion
of telephone networks, the introduction of the first communications satellites, and the
growth of television as a mass communication medium.
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New Technology of the 1950s: A Decade of Innovation and Transformation

new technology of the 1950s marked a pivotal era in the evolution of modern society,
laying the groundwork for many of the technological conveniences and advancements
enjoyed today. Emerging from the aftermath of World War Il and propelled by a booming
economy, the 1950s witnessed a surge of innovation across multiple sectors, from
electronics and computing to transportation and communications. This article explores the
defining technologies of that decade, highlighting their development, impact, and enduring
legacy.

Technological Landscape of the 1950s

The 1950s was a transformative decade characterized by rapid industrial growth and a
fervent interest in scientific progress. The Cold War rivalry between the United States and
the Soviet Union intensified research and development efforts, particularly in aerospace,
nuclear technology, and computing. At the same time, consumer technology began to
flourish, with inventions designed to enhance everyday life.

Advancements in Computing and Electronics

One of the most significant breakthroughs of the 1950s was in the field of computing. The
era saw the transition from bulky vacuum tube computers to more reliable and efficient
transistor-based machines. The invention of the transistor at Bell Labs in 1947 laid the
foundation, but it was during the 1950s that transistors were widely integrated into
commercial computers, revolutionizing the electronics industry.

The introduction of the IBM 701 in 1952 marked IBM’s first commercial scientific computer,
setting new standards for computational speed and accuracy. This period also witnessed
the development of programming languages like FORTRAN (1957), which simplified coding
and made computer technology more accessible to scientists and engineers.



Television and Communication Technologies

Television technology experienced remarkable growth during the 1950s, transitioning from
a luxury item to a household staple. The decade saw the widespread adoption of color
television, with CBS and RCA competing to establish standards. Although black-and-white
sets dominated early in the decade, by the late 1950s, color broadcasts began to gain
traction, enhancing the viewing experience.

In parallel, the expansion of telephone networks and the introduction of transatlantic
telephone cables improved global communications. The launch of the first commercial
communications satellite, SCORE (Signal Communication by Orbiting Relay Equipment), in
1958 demonstrated the potential for space-based communication systems that would later
revolutionize international connectivity.

Transportation Innovations

The 1950s also heralded significant advancements in transportation technology.
Automobile production surged, with features such as automatic transmissions, power
steering, and improved safety mechanisms becoming standard. The decade’s car designs
reflected the optimism and futuristic vision of the era, characterized by chrome detailing
and tailfins.

In aerospace, the 1950s marked the dawn of the space race. The Soviet Union’s Sputnik 1
launch in 1957 stunned the world, prompting the United States to accelerate its missile and
rocket programs. Jet engine technology advanced rapidly, leading to faster commercial and
military aircraft that shrank travel times and expanded air travel accessibility.

The Rise of Nuclear Technology

Nuclear technology emerged as a dual-use innovation with profound implications in the
1950s. Civilian nuclear energy programs took shape, exemplified by the opening of the
world’s first commercial nuclear power plant in Shippingport, Pennsylvania, in 1957.
Nuclear power promised a new era of energy production, offering an alternative to fossil
fuels with the potential for vast electricity generation.

Simultaneously, nuclear weapons development intensified during the Cold War, leading to
the creation of thermonuclear bombs with unprecedented destructive power. This dual
nature of nuclear technology underscored the complex relationship between innovation,
security, and ethical considerations in the decade.

Impact on Society and Industry

The new technology of the 1950s dramatically reshaped both industry and daily life. The
proliferation of television altered entertainment and advertising, influencing culture and



public opinion. Computing advances streamlined business operations and scientific
research, laying the groundwork for the digital age.

Automobile and aerospace innovations not only revolutionized transportation but also
stimulated economic growth through job creation and infrastructure development.
Meanwhile, nuclear technology raised hopes for abundant energy while simultaneously
introducing new geopolitical tensions.

Consumer Electronics and Household Appliances

The 1950s saw an explosion of consumer-focused technological products. Household
appliances such as refrigerators, washing machines, and microwave ovens became more
affordable and widespread, significantly improving domestic convenience. The transistor
radio became a cultural icon, offering portable and accessible entertainment.

These technologies contributed to the post-war economic boom and the emergence of the
“suburban lifestyle,” reflecting broader social changes in family dynamics, leisure, and
consumption patterns.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite remarkable progress, the new technology of the 1950s was not without challenges.
Early computers were expensive and limited to large organizations, restricting widespread
adoption. Television faced technical hurdles in standardizing color broadcasts, which
delayed mass market penetration.

Nuclear power raised safety concerns that would become more pronounced in later
decades, while the arms race accelerated global tensions. Moreover, the environmental
impact of burgeoning industrial and technological activity was largely unaddressed during
this period.

Legacy and Influence on Future Developments

The innovations of the 1950s set the stage for the technological revolutions that followed.
The transition to transistor-based electronics ushered in miniaturization and paved the way
for integrated circuits and modern computing. Television’s rise established visual media as
a dominant cultural force.

Transportation innovations influenced design and engineering standards for decades, while
nuclear technology continued to shape energy policies and international relations. The
decade’s spirit of innovation demonstrated the transformative power of technology when
coupled with economic growth and geopolitical competition.

In sum, the new technology of the 1950s was a multifaceted phenomenon that not only
reflected the ambitions and anxieties of its time but also profoundly influenced the



trajectory of the 20th century. Its legacy is evident in the continuing evolution of digital
technology, communication systems, energy production, and transportation infrastructure
that define the contemporary world.
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dominant genre, and the rise of television and Hollywood's response with widescreen spectacles.
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With the death of Mao Tse-tung and the subsequent purge of the Gang of Four, China's new
pragmatic leaders have embarked on a crash program of national development known as the Four
Modernizations, This program is geared to the primary objective of turning China into a major world
economic and military power by the year 2000. In this book, the outgrowth of a major international
conference on China's post-Maoist development, ten distinguished analysts examine one of the core
issues in China's current modernization drive: the acquisition and use of modern industrial science
and technology. The authors address the politics of China's technological modernization, the
institutional structure of technological research, the purchase of foreign technology, constraints on
technological absorption, the growth potential of China's critical energy sector, and the
modernization of China's military establishment. Supplemented with brief commentaries by leading
academic, government, and private sector contributors, their chapters provide an in-depth look at
the process, problems, and prospects of China's widely heralded technological revolution.
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first exposure to a new movie is often in the form of a coming attraction trailer, and short previews
are also a vanguard for emerging technology and visual techniques. This book demonstrates how the
trailer has educated audiences in new film technologies such as synchronized sound, widescreen and
3-D, tracing the trailer's status as a trailblazer on to new media screens and outlets such as
television, the Internet, and the iPod. The impact and use of new technologies and the evolution of
trailers beyond the big screen is followed into the digital era.

new technology of the 1950s: New Technologies in Health Care A. Webster, 2006-07-25
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both students and researchers.

new technology of the 1950s: Rethinking the New Technology of Journalism Seong Jae
Min, 2021-03-15 News organizations have always sought to deliver information faster and to larger
audiences. But when clicks drive journalism, the result is often simplistic, sensational, and
error-ridden reporting. In this book, Seong Jae Min argues in favor of “slow journalism,” a growing
movement that aims to produce more considered, deliberate reporting that better serves the
interests of democracy. Min explores the role of technology in journalism from the printing press to
artificial intelligence, documenting the hype and hope associated with each new breakthrough as
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well as the sometimes disappointing—and even damaging—unintended consequences. His analysis
cuts through the discussion of clickbait headlines and social-media clout chasing to identify
technological bells and whistles as the core problem with journalism today. At its heart, Min
maintains, traditional shoe-leather reporting—knocking on doors, talking to people, careful
observation and analysis—is still the best way for journalism to serve its civic purpose. Thoughtful
and engaging, Rethinking the New Technology of Journalism is a compelling call for news gathering
to return to its roots. Reporters, those studying and teaching journalism, and avid consumers of the
media will be interested in this book.
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infrastructure is a key concern to policymakers, NGOs, companies, and citizens today. A 2006 power
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Russian-Ukrainian gas crises shocked politicians, entrepreneurs, and citizens thousands of
kilometers away in Germany, France, and Italy. This book argues that present-day infrastructure
vulnerabilities resulted from choices of infrastructure builders in the past. It inquires which, and
whose, vulnerabilities they perceived, negotiated, prioritized, and inscribed in Europe's critical
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new technology of the 1950s: The Challenge Of New Technology David Simpson, Jim Love,
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Provides new perspectives on the increasingly complex relationships between media forms and
formats, materiality, and meaning. Drawing on a range of qualitative methodologies, our
consideration of the materiality of media is structured around three overarching concepts: form -
the physical qualities of objects and the meanings which extend from them; format - objects
considered in relation to the protocols which govern their use, and the meanings and practices
which stem from them; and ephemeral meaning - the ways in which media artefacts are captured,
transformed, and redefined through changing social, cultural, and technological values. Each section
includes empirical chapters which provide expansive discussions of perspectives on media and
materiality. It considers a range of media artefacts such as 8mm film, board games maps,
videogames, cassette tapes, transistor radios and Twitter, amongst others. These are punctuated
with a number of short takes - less formal, often personal takes exploring the meanings of media in
context. We seek to consider the materialities which emerge across the broad and variegated range
of the term’s use, and to create spaces for conversation and debate about the implications that this
plurality of material meanings might have for the study of study of media, culture, and society.
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2020-06-11 Information and communication technologies have completely revolutionized our
working practices. Career patterns, professional identities, speed of communication, time
management, and mobility have been irrevocably changed in an amazingly short period. Drawing on
worldwide case studies, this fascinating book explores these transformations and looks to what
developments are in store for us in the future. Flexible hours, email, virtual meetings rooms, and
working from home are all relatively new additions to our professional lives. The effects of these
technological advances have been dramatic and far-reaching. Not only have they helped to connect
organizations and institutions in developing countries to the rest of the world, but they also allow
people to maintain extensive geographical networks with friends, families, and colleagues. The use
of virtual reality and multimedia has had a huge impact on careers ranging from investment banking
to molecular biology, and has brought fundamental changes to education and training, the
generation of new ideas, and problem solving. This book investigates both the impact of information



technology on working practices and, more complexly, how L.T. is bound up in social, political, and
economic issues. How are power relations established and maintained through transnational
networking? Can the Internet be used as a political tool to manipulate the masses? In what ways has
digital technology changed the aesthetics and practices of the Euro-American dance world? What
initiatives have been undertaken to ensure people arent excluded from the digital world and have
they succeeded? Through answering these and many more questions, this groundbreaking book is an
essential guide to the modern day world.
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new technology of the 1950s: The Computer in the United States James W. Cortada,
2016-09-16 This book studies how a technological innovation -- in this case the computer --
progresses from its origin as an idea in someone's mind to its eventual manifestation as a useable
and marketable consumer product.

new technology of the 1950s: The Digital Hand James W. Cortada, 2006 The Digital Hand,
Volume 2, is a historical survey of how computers and telecommunications have been deployed in
over a dozen industries in the financial, telecommunications, media and entertainment sectors over
the past half century. It is past of a sweeping three-volume description of how management in some
forty industries embraced the computer and changed the American economy. Computers have
fundamentally changed the nature of work in America. However it is difficult to grasp the full extent
of these changes and their implications for the future of business. To begin the long process of
understanding the effects of computing in American business, we need to know the history of how
computers were first used, by whom and why. In this, the second volume of The Digital Hand, James
W. Cortada combines detailed analysis with narrative history to provide a broad overview of
computing's and telecomunications' role in over a dozen industries, ranging from Old Economy
sectors like finance and publishing to New Economy sectors like digital photography and video
games. He also devotes considerable attention to the rapidly changing media and entertainment
industries which are now some of the most technologically advanced in the American economy.
Beginning in 1950, when commercial applications of digital technology began to appear, Cortada
examines the ways different industries adopted new technologies, as well as the ways their
innovative applications influenced other industries and the US economy as a whole. He builds on the
surveys presented in the first volume of the series, which examined sixteen manufacturing, process,
transportation, wholesale and retail industries. In addition to this account, of computers' impact on
industries, Cortada also demonstrates how industries themselves influenced the nature of digital
technology. Managers, historians and others interested in the history of modern business will
appreciate this historical analysis of digital technology's many roles and future possibilities in an
wide array of industries. The Digital Hand provides a detailed picture of what the infrastructure of
the Information Age really looks like and how we got there.

new technology of the 1950s: Excel School Certificate Australian History, Civics and
Citizenship Ken Webb, 2003

new technology of the 1950s: Graphics with Materials Technology John Halliwell, 2004
Helping students prepare for the Edexcel assessment in graphic products, this revision text offers
advice and guidance on what examiners are looking for, focuses on the application of knowledge to
industry to build confidence and summarizes key information.

new technology of the 1950s: Experts in Science and Society Elke Kurz-Milcke, Gerd
Gigerenzer, 2007-05-08 Taking the viewpoint that experts are consulted when there is something
important at stake for an individual, a group, or society at large, this volume explores expertise as a
relational concept. In order to be culturally comparative, this volume includes examples and
discussions of experts in different countries and even in different time periods. The topics include
the roles of political experts, scientific experts, medical experts, and legal experts.

new technology of the 1950s: Bear Market Investing Strategies Harry D. Schultz, 2002-07-19




Autor Harry Schultz steht im Guiness Buch der Rekorde als der weltweit hochstbezahlte Investment
Consultant. Er hat eine grofSe und erfolgverwohnte Anhangerschaft in der Investment Community.
Der von ihm seit 1964 herausgegebene Newsletter wird von 3.000 Abonnenten in 90 Landern
gelesen. Bestandig und zielsicher hat er Baissephasen vorausgesagt und Anlegern gute Tipps
gegeben, in welche Werte sie investieren sollen. Schultz stitzt sich bei seiner Arbeit auf die
Technische Analyse, wobei er den Schwerpunkt auf Baisse- und Rezessionsphasen legt. In Bear
Market Investment Strategies bietet er umfassende Informationen zu Technischer Analyse und
Chartinterpretation, so dass der Leser sein eigenes Marktmodell erstellen kann. Daruber hinaus
bezieht er auch wirtschaftliche, politische und soziale Bedingungen in seine Uberlegungen mit ein.
Ein topaktuelles und uberaus niitzliches Buch, denn die fetten 90er Jahre mit sensationellem
Hausse-Markt sind vorbei.

new technology of the 1950s: Theorien des Medienwandels Susanne Kinnebrock, Christian
Schwarzenegger, Thomas Birkner, 2015-01-28 >Medienwandel« ist eines der bestimmenden
Schlagworter im medien- und kommunikationswissenschaftlichen Fachdiskurs geworden. Zugleich
zeigt sich, dass dieses >Totalphanomenc begrifflich schwer zu fassen ist. Auffallig haufig wird der
Begriff >Medienwandel« primar auf >neue< Medien, Technologien und Innovationen bezogen. Dabei
wird systematisch vernachlassigt, dass jeder Wandel ein Vorher und Nachher hat und dass aktuelle
Phanomene erst durch eine diachrone Betrachtung und die Einordnung in grofSere historische
Zusammenhange zu verstehen sind. Der vorliegende Band will diese Licke schliefSen und einen
substanziellen Beitrag zur Theoriebildung wie auch zur Systematisierung zukunftiger Forschungen
zum Medienwandel leisten. Dafiir wird >Medienwandel< in den einzelnen Beitragen unter evolutions-
und innovationstheoretischen, kultur- sowie geschichtstheoretischen Perspektiven betrachtet.

new technology of the 1950s: The New Wealth of Cities John Montgomery, 2017-09-29 Over
the past two decades, city economies have restructured in response to the decline of older
industries. This has involved new forms of planning and urban economic development, a return to
traditional concerns of city building and a focus on urban design. During this period, there has also
been a marked rise in our understanding of cultural development and its role in the design, economy
and life of cities. In this book, John Montgomery argues that this amounts to a shift in urban
development. He provides a long overdue look at the dynamics of the city, that is, how cities work in
relation to the long cycles of economic development and suggests that a new wave of prosperity,
built on new technologies and new industries, is just getting underway in the Western world. The
New Wealth of Cities focuses on what effect this will have on cities and city regions and how they
should react. Original and wide-ranging, this book will be a definitive resource on city economies
and urban planning, explaining why it is that cities develop over time in periods of propulsive growth
and bouts of decline.

new technology of the 1950s: German and Japanese Business in the Boom Years
Matthias Kipping, Akira Kudo, Harm G. Schroter, 2004-07-31 This edited volume examines the
American influence on West German and Japanese industry from the 1950s to the 1970s, providing a
valuable contribution to the debate on 'Americanization' from a historical and comparative
perspective. Individual contributions provide an in-depth analysis of the adoption and modification of
management and technological issues from the US in West Germany and Japan at the
micro-economic level.

new technology of the 1950s: Revolutionary Wealth Alvin Toffler, Heidi Toffler, 2006-04-25
Starting with the publication of their seminal bestseller, Future Shock, Alvin and Heidi Toffler have
given millions of readers new ways to think about personal life in today’s high-speed world with its
constantly changing, seemingly random impacts on our businesses, governments, families and daily
lives. Now, writing with the same rare grasp and clarity that made their earlier books classics, the
Tofflers turn their attention to the revolution in wealth now sweeping the planet. And once again,
they provide a penetrating, coherent way to make sense of the seemingly senseless.Revolutionary
Wealth is about how tomorrow’s wealth will be created, and who will get it and how. But
twenty-first-century wealth, according to the Tofflers, is not just about money, and cannot be




understood in terms of industrial-age economics. Thus they write here about everything from
education and child rearing to Hollywood and China, from everyday truth and misconceptions to
what they call our “third job”—the unnoticed work we do without pay for some of the biggest
corporations in our country. They show the hidden connections between extreme sports, chocolate
chip cookies, Linux software and the “surplus complexity” in our lives as society wobbles back and
forth between depressing decadence and a hopeful post-decadence. In their earlier work, the
Tofflers coined the word “prosumer” for people who consume what they themselves produce. In
Revolutionary Wealth they expand the concept to reveal how many of our activities—whether
parenting or volunteering, blogging, painting our house, improving our diet, organizing a
neighborhood council or even “mashing” music—pump “free lunch” from the “hidden” non-money
economy into the money economy that economists track. Prosuming, they forecast, is about to
explode and compel radical changes in the way we measure, make and manipulate wealth. Blazing
with fresh ideas, Revolutionary Wealth provides readers with powerful new tools for thinking
about—and preparing for—their future.
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