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New Economics of Migration Theory: Understanding Migration Beyond Individual Decisions

New economics of migration theory offers a fresh perspective on why people move from one place to
another. Unlike traditional migration theories that focus primarily on individual decisions driven by wage
differences or employment opportunities, this approach digs deeper into the socio-economic fabric of
households and communities. It recognizes migration as a collective strategy shaped by families rather
than isolated choices made by individuals. If you've ever wondered why migration patterns persist even
when local conditions seem favorable, or why entire communities engage in migration despite apparent

risks, this theory provides valuable insights.

What Is the New Economics of Migration Theory?

The new economics of migration theory emerged in the late 20th century as scholars started
questioning the limitations of classical migration models. Traditional frameworks often viewed migration
as a cost-benefit calculation done exclusively by the individual laborer seeking better wages. However,

this perspective overlooked the broader context in which migration decisions are embedded.

According to the new economics of migration theory, migration is a household-level decision made to
diversify income sources, manage risks, and overcome market failures such as credit or insurance
limitations. Families send one or more members abroad or to urban centers not just to earn higher
wages but to stabilize overall household income, invest in local assets, or improve their long-term

economic prospects.

The Role of Households in Migration Decisions



One of the core ideas behind this theory is that households, rather than individuals, are the primary
decision-makers. Why does this matter? Because households often face various constraints and
uncertainties that can’t be addressed by a single income earner. For example, farming families may

encounter unpredictable weather, fluctuating crop prices, or health emergencies.

By sending a family member to work elsewhere, households can:

e Spread economic risks across different income sources.
¢ Access remittances that serve as informal insurance.
» Build capital to invest in local businesses or land improvements.

¢ Improve the family’s social status and future opportunities.

This collective approach to migration decisions helps explain why migration continues even when

individual wages abroad might not be substantially higher than local earnings.

How Does This Theory Differ from Traditional Migration

Models?

To fully appreciate the new economics of migration theory, it’s helpful to contrast it with earlier
frameworks like the neoclassical economics model. The neoclassical approach emphasizes wage
differentials and labor market equilibrium as the primary drivers of migration. It assumes individuals

migrate to maximize their income, and once wage differences diminish, migration flows will stop.

In contrast, the new economics of migration theory highlights several distinct features:



Focus on Market Failures and Risk Management

Many developing regions lack formal financial institutions such as banks or insurance companies. This
absence creates market failures that households must navigate. Migration becomes a tool to
circumvent these gaps. For instance, remittances sent back home act as a form of informal insurance

against shocks like crop failure or illness.

Household Strategies Over Individual Gains

Rather than a narrow focus on personal income maximization, migration is viewed as part of a broader
household strategy to improve economic stability. This means that sometimes migration decisions

might prioritize long-term security over short-term earnings.

Incorporation of Social and Cultural Factors

The theory also acknowledges the role of social norms, community networks, and cultural expectations
in shaping migration patterns. These factors can influence who migrates, where they go, and how
remittances are used. For example, in some cultures, sending remittances to build a family home or

pay for children’s education is a key motivation behind migration.

Implications of the New Economics of Migration Theory

Understanding migration through this lens has significant implications for policymakers, development

practitioners, and researchers.



Designing Better Migration Policies

If migration is a household strategy to manage risk and overcome market failures, then policies aimed
solely at restricting or encouraging migration based on economic differentials may miss the mark. For
example, improving access to credit and insurance in rural areas could reduce the need for migration,
or alternatively, supporting migrant workers and their families with better financial tools could maximize

the benefits of migration.

Development and Remittance Utilization

Remittances play a central role in this theory. They are not just money sent home but a vital element
of household income diversification. Encouraging productive use of remittances—such as investing in

education, health, or local businesses—can amplify the positive impacts of migration on development.

Addressing Social Networks and Community Dynamics

Migration decisions are often influenced by established social networks which provide information,
reduce migration costs, and support integration in destination areas. Development programs that

leverage these networks can improve outcomes for migrants and their families.

Examples and Case Studies lllustrating the Theory

Several empirical studies have demonstrated the validity of the new economics of migration theory

across different contexts.



The Philippines and Overseas Filipino Workers

In the Philippines, entire families often encourage one or more members to work abroad. The
remittances sent back home are critical for daily consumption, education, and healthcare. This
collective household decision balances the risks and opportunities of migration and is a textbook

example of the theory in action.

Mexican Migration to the United States

Mexican households frequently use migration as a means to diversify income and manage agricultural
risks. Studies show that remittances are invested in farming inputs, land acquisition, and local
businesses, aligning perfectly with the idea of migration as a household strategy rather than just

individual economic pursuit.

Challenges and Critiques of the New Economics of Migration

Theory

While the theory provides valuable insights, it is not without criticisms.

Overemphasis on Household Unity

Some scholars argue that the theory assumes households are cohesive units with shared interests. In
reality, conflicts and power dynamics within families can complicate migration decisions and the

distribution of remittances.



Limited Attention to Structural Factors

Critics also point out that the theory may downplay broader structural forces such as political instability,

global labor market demands, or immigration policies, which profoundly influence migration patterns.

The Changing Nature of Migration

With the rise of temporary, circular, and irregular migration, the household-based decision model might
not fully capture the complexity of modern migration flows, especially in urbanized or highly mobile

societies.

Why the New Economics of Migration Theory Matters Today

In an era marked by globalization, climate change, and shifting labor markets, understanding migration
through the new economics lens remains highly relevant. It encourages us to see migration not simply
as a movement of individuals but as a complex, adaptive strategy employed by households to navigate

uncertainty.

For policymakers, this means crafting migration and development policies that recognize the role of
family networks, the importance of remittances, and the need to address market failures in migrants’
home communities. For researchers and educators, it opens the door to multidisciplinary studies that

combine economics, sociology, and anthropology.

Ultimately, the new economics of migration theory enriches our comprehension of migration by
highlighting the interplay between economic necessity, social structures, and household resilience. It
reminds us that behind every migration statistic lies a story of family strategy, hope, and adaptation to

an ever-changing world.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the new economics of migration theory?

The new economics of migration theory suggests that migration decisions are made not only by
individuals but also by families or households as a strategy to diversify income sources and minimize

risks associated with local market failures.

How does the new economics of migration differ from traditional
migration theories?

Unlike traditional theories that focus on individual cost-benefit analyses, the new economics of
migration emphasizes collective household decision-making, considering factors such as risk

diversification, credit constraints, and market imperfections in origin countries.

What role do remittances play in the new economics of migration
theory?

Remittances are seen as a crucial component in the new economics of migration, serving as a
mechanism for households to overcome credit and insurance market failures by providing financial

support and enabling investments at home.

How does the new economics of migration theory explain migration as
a response to market failures?

The theory explains that migration is a strategy employed by households to cope with market failures
such as lack of access to credit, insurance, and labor markets, allowing them to improve their

economic stability and reduce risks.



What policy implications arise from the new economics of migration
theory?

Policies informed by the new economics of migration might focus on improving credit and insurance
markets in origin countries, facilitating safe and affordable remittance flows, and supporting household-

level development initiatives to reduce the need for migration as a risk management strategy.

Additional Resources

New Economics of Migration Theory: A Contemporary Perspective on Migration Dynamics

new economics of migration theory represents a pivotal shift in the understanding of migration
phenomena, moving beyond traditional individualistic explanations to a more comprehensive
framework that incorporates household and community-level decision-making. Emerging in the 1980s
as a critique and extension of neoclassical economic models, this theory emphasizes the role of family
units and social networks in shaping migration patterns, offering nuanced insights into why migration

occurs and how it impacts both origin and destination regions.

Understanding the Foundations of the New Economics of

Migration Theory

The new economics of migration theory challenges the conventional view that migration decisions are
made solely by isolated individuals seeking to maximize their own income. Instead, it posits that
migration is often a collective strategy employed by households to diversify income sources, mitigate
risks, and overcome market failures—such as limited access to insurance, credit, or labor markets—in
their countries of origin. This perspective broadens the analytical lens, situating migration within a

wider socio-economic context.



Traditional migration theories, particularly neoclassical economics, focused heavily on wage
differentials and labor market demands as primary migration drivers. However, these models often
failed to account for the persistence of migration even when wage disparities narrowed or when
migrants faced significant risks and costs. The new economics of migration theory fills these gaps by
highlighting the importance of household risk-sharing and investment strategies, which explains why

migration flows can remain robust despite changing economic conditions.

Key Features and Mechanisms

Several core features distinguish the new economics of migration theory from earlier models:

¢ Household Decision-Making: Migration is viewed as a strategy decided collectively by extended

family units rather than by isolated individuals.

¢ Risk Diversification: Households use migration to diversify income sources, reducing vulnerability

to local economic shocks, crop failures, or unemployment.

» Market Failure Mitigation: Migration compensates for the absence or inefficiency of local credit,

insurance, and labor markets.

¢ Remittances as Economic Instruments: Migrants’ remittances are not just personal transfers but
serve as vital financial resources supporting family investments, consumption smoothing, and

poverty reduction.

* Social Networks: The theory incorporates the role of social networks in facilitating migration by

lowering costs and risks through shared information and support structures.



Comparative Insights: New Economics vs. Neoclassical Models

The contrast between the new economics of migration theory and the neoclassical approach is striking,

particularly in how they frame migration incentives and outcomes.

The neoclassical model interprets migration as a function of wage differentials between origin and
destination regions. It assumes rational actors who migrate to maximize their lifetime earnings, often
ignoring the influence of non-economic factors or household strategies. Consequently, it tends to
predict migration flows that are directly proportional to wage disparities, without fully explaining

continued migration when these disparities are minimal or shrinking.

In contrast, the new economics of migration theory accounts for the fact that households may send
members abroad not only for immediate income gains but also as part of a long-term strategy to
hedge against uncertainties. This approach explains why migration persists even in the absence of
significant wage differences or when migrants face considerable barriers abroad. Moreover, it
emphasizes the importance of remittances as a mechanism for sustaining households’ financial

stability, rather than viewing remittances solely as individual savings sent back home.

Implications for Migration Policy and Development

Understanding migration through the lens of the new economics of migration theory has profound

implications for policymakers and development practitioners.
1. Remittance Facilitation: Recognizing the critical role of remittances in household economies
suggests promoting secure, low-cost channels for money transfers.

2. Addressing Market Failures: Interventions that improve access to credit, insurance, and labor

markets in origin areas could reduce the necessity for migration as a risk diversification strategy.



3. Supporting Social Networks: Policies that acknowledge and engage migrant networks can

enhance integration and reduce migration costs.

4. Development of Origin Communities: Investment in local infrastructure and services can alleviate

push factors by improving economic opportunities and reducing vulnerability.

These policy directions reflect a shift from simply controlling migration flows to enhancing the socio-

economic conditions that shape migration decisions.

Empirical Evidence Supporting the New Economics of Migration

Theory

Numerous empirical studies validate the core tenets of the new economics of migration theory. For
example, research in rural Mexico and the Philippines reveals that households strategically send
migrants abroad to smooth income fluctuations caused by agricultural uncertainty. The resulting
remittances often finance education, healthcare, and small-scale investments, which contribute to

poverty alleviation and human capital development.

Data from the World Bank shows that global remittances reached over $700 billion in recent years,
underscoring their significance in the economies of developing countries. These funds frequently
exceed official development assistance and foreign direct investment flows, highlighting the economic

weight of migrant contributions.

Moreover, studies have documented that in regions where formal credit markets are weak, migration
serves as an informal insurance mechanism. For instance, in parts of Sub-Saharan Africa, households
rely on remittances to offset crop failures and illness, confirming the theory’s emphasis on risk

diversification.



Critiques and Limitations of the Theory

While the new economics of migration theory offers valuable insights, it is not without criticisms. Some
scholars argue that the theory may overemphasize the rationality and cohesion of household decision-
making, overlooking internal conflicts and power imbalances. Gender dynamics, for instance, can

complicate migration decisions and outcomes, with women often facing different constraints than men.

Additionally, the theory may underplay the role of structural factors such as immigration policies, labor
market segmentation, and global inequalities that influence migration flows independently of household
strategies. Critics also highlight that migration decisions can be influenced by cultural aspirations,

social status, and individual preferences, which are not always captured by economic rationales.

Future Directions in Migration Research

The new economics of migration theory continues to inspire innovative research that integrates
economic, social, and political dimensions of migration. Scholars increasingly employ mixed-method
approaches, combining quantitative data with ethnographic insights to capture the complexity of

migration decisions.

Emerging topics include the impact of climate change on migration as households seek to mitigate
environmental risks, the role of digital technologies in maintaining transnational networks, and the

gendered dimensions of remittance usage and labor market participation.

Furthermore, interdisciplinary approaches that bridge economics with sociology and political science
are enriching the theoretical landscape, offering more holistic explanations for the diverse forms of

migration observed globally.

As migration patterns evolve amid globalization, urbanization, and shifting geopolitical landscapes, the

new economics of migration theory remains a vital framework for understanding the multi-layered



realities of human mobility. Its emphasis on household strategies and market imperfections provides a

more grounded and actionable perspective for both academic inquiry and policy formulation.
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new economics of migration theory: Migration Theory Caroline B. Brettell, James F.
Hollifield, 2014-08-25 During the last decade the issue of migration has increased in global
prominence and has caused controversy among host countries around the world. To remedy the
tendency of scholars to speak only to and from their own disciplinary perspective, this book brings
together in a single volume essays dealing with central concepts and key theoretical issues in the
study of international migration across the social sciences. Editors Caroline B. Brettell and James F.
Hollifield have guided a thorough revision of this seminal text, with valuable insights from such
fields as anthropology, demography, economics, geography, history, law, political science, and
sociology. Each essay focuses on key concepts, questions, and theoretical frameworks on the topic of
international migration in a particular discipline, but the volume as a whole teaches readers about
similarities and differences across the boundaries between one academic field and the next. How, for
example, do political scientists wrestle with the question of citizenship as compared with
sociologists, and how different is this from the questions that anthropologists explore when they deal
with ethnicity and identity? Are economic theories about ethnic enclaves similar to those of
sociologists? What theories do historians (the essentializers) and demographers (the modelers) draw
upon in their attempts to explain empirical phenomena in the study of immigration? What are the
units of analysis in each of the disciplines and do these shape different questions and diverse models
and theories? Scholars and students in migration studies will find this book a powerful theoretical
guide and a text that brings them up to speed quickly on the important issues and the debates. All of
the social science disciplines will find that this book offers a one-stop synthesis of contemporary
thought on migration.

new economics of migration theory: Worlds in Motion : Understanding International
Migration at the End of the Millennium Douglas S. Massey, Joaquin Arango, Graeme Hugo, Ali
Kouaouci, Adela Pellegrino, 1999-01-28 At the end of the 20th century nearly all developed nations
have become countries of immigration, absorbing growing numbers of immigrants not only from
developed regions, byt increasingly from developing nations of the Third World. Although
international migration has come to play a central role in the social, economic, and demographic
dynamics of both immigrant-sending and immigrant-receiving countries, social scientist have been
slow to construct a comprehensive theory to explain it. Efforts at theoretical explanation have been
fragmented by disciplinary, geographic, and methodological boudaries. Worlds in Motion seeks to
overcome these schisms to create a comprehensive theory of international migration for the next
century. After explicating the various propositions and hypotheses of current theories, and
identifying area of complementarity and conflict, the authors review empirical research emanting
from each of the world's principal international migration systems: North America, Western Europe,
the Gulf, Asia and the Pacific, and the Southern Cone of South America. Using data from the 1980s,
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levels and patterns of migration within each system are described to define their structure and
organization. Specific studies are then comprehensively surveyed to evaluate the fundamental
propositions of neoclassical economics, the new economics of labour migration, segmented labour
market theory, world systems theory, social capital theory, and the theory of cumulative causation.
The various theories are also tested by applying them to the relationship between international
migration and economic development. Although certain theories seem to function more effectively in
certain systems, all contain elements of truth supported by empirical research. The task of the
theorist is thus to identify which theories are most effective in accounting for international migration
in the world today, and what regional and national circumstances lead to a predominance of one
theoretical mechanism over another. The book concludes by offering an empirically-grounded
theoretical synthesis to serve as a guide for researchers and policy-makers in the 21st century.

new economics of migration theory: Demography: Analysis and Synthesis, Four Volume
Set Graziella Caselli, Jacques Vallin, Guillaume Wunsch, 2006-01-03 This four-volume collection of
over 140 original chapters covers virtually everything of interest to demographers, sociologists, and
others. Over 100 authors present population subjects in ways that provoke thinking and lead to the
creation of new perspectives, not just facts and equations to be memorized. The articles follow a
theory-methods-applications approach and so offer a kind of one-stop shop that is well suited for
students and professors who need non-technical summaries, such as political scientists, public
affairs specialists, and others. Unlike shorter handbooks, Demography: Analysis and Synthesis offers
a long overdue, thorough treatment of the field. Choosing the analytical method that fits the data
and the situation requires insights that the authors and editors of Demography: Analysis and
Synthesis have explored and developed. This extended examination of demographic tools not only
seeks to explain the analytical tools themselves, but also the relationships between general
population dynamics and their natural, economic, social, political, and cultural environments.
Limiting themselves to human populations only, the authors and editors cover subjects that range
from the core building blocks of population change--fertility, mortality, and migration--to the
consequences of demographic changes in the biological and health fields, population theories and
doctrines, observation systems, and the teaching of demography. The international perspectives
brought to these subjects is vital for those who want an unbiased, rounded overview of these
complex, multifaceted subjects. Topics to be covered: * Population Dynamics and the Relationship
Between Population Growth and Structure * The Determinants of Fertility * The Determinants of
Mortality * The Determinants of Migration * Historical and Geographical Determinants of Population
* The Effects of Population on Health, Economics, Culture, and the Environment * Population
Policies * Data Collection Methods and Teaching about Population Studies * All chapters share a
common format * Each chapter features several cross-references to other chapters * Tables, charts,
and other non-text features are widespread * Each chapter contains at least 30 bibliographic
citations

new economics of migration theory: The Migration Conference 2020 Proceedings: Migration
and Politics Ibrahim Sirkeci, Merita Zulfiu Alili, 2020-11-13 This is the second volume of the
Proceedings of The Migration Conference 2020. The Migration Conference 2020 was held online due
to COVID-19 Pandemic and yet, in over 80 parallel sessions and plenaries key migration debates saw
nearly 500 experts from around the world engaging. This collection contains contributions mainly
dealing with migration and integration debates. These are only a subset of all presentations from
authors who chose to submit full short papers for publication after the conference. Most of the
contributions are work in progress and unedited versions. The next migration conference is going to
be hosted by Ming-Ai Institute in London, UK. Looking forward to continuing the debates on human
mobility after the Pandemic. | www.migrationconference.net | @migrationevent |
fb.me/MigrationConference | Email: migrationscholar@gmail.com

new economics of migration theory: Global Depopulation and Redistribution by 2050
A.D. Prithvish Nag, Amrita Paul, 2024-03-25 Until recently, the world has been preoccupied with
over-population, pressure on resources, alarming growth rates, fertility and unemployment. Issues




like reduction in population growth rate, increasing longevity, the greying population, reducing
fertility rates and overall depopulation have not been considered seriously. Depopulation has led to
redistribution. Further, the world economy forces women to choose between career and child.
COVID-19 has further aggravated the situation. It appears that population processes are smooth
with no major upheavals. But, if we delve deeper, we will find undercurrents happening concurrently
which contribute towards population composition. These undercurrents have been swift and cannot
be captured by decadal censuses. Hence, one has to depend on alternative sources. Surprisingly, the
electronic media has become quite sensitive to population issues. In this book, an attempt has been
made to understand these issues differently.

new economics of migration theory: "Les Mbengis" - Migration, Gender, and Family
Atekmangoh, Christina, 2017-07-19 This book is about transnational migration (familiarly called
“bushfalling”) and remittance flows to Cameroon. With the current dire economic state,
Cameroonians increasingly aspire to go abroad to make a living. Migrants achieve this through a
collective (family) strategy and with the help of migration brokers. Relations between migrants and
the family that stays in Cameroon can be characterized as follows: Families raise and educate their
children to become adults. In return to giving their children the “gift of life”, families expect
reciprocity, best secured through economic success abroad and the sending of remittances by
migrants. As families in Cameroon heavily contribute to the funding of migration trajectories, often
by selling properties such as land or houses or borrowing money, they also expect a return on their
investments. All that constitutes this study explores under the notion of the moral economy of
transnational remittances. In this study, remittances are understood to be a composite of financial,
material, and cultural flows—maintaining and transforming social and kinship ties. The book
proposes also a large exploration of themes in relation to transnational migration: why and how
Cameroonians migrate (the role of the operational family in terms of decision and funding; the role
of migration brokers through the identification of “lines” and the provision of the necessary papers);
the moral justification for migration; the ways social relations and customs are changed by status
gained through migration; the ways people explain the failure of migration projects, the difficulties
to stay abroad; the matrimonial strategies to go and stay abroad. This is an empirically rich and
theoretically sophisticated study that takes thinking on transnational migration informed by African
strategies and experiences a step further.

new economics of migration theory: Migrants and Citizens Tisha M. Rajendra, 2017 The
inadequacy of human rights and the preferential option for the poor -- Migration theory and
migration ethics -- In search of better narratives -- Theories of justice in global perspective -- Justice
as fidelity to the demands of a relationship -- From responsibility to relationship -- The Good
Samaritan revisited

new economics of migration theory: Immigration and the Current Social, Political, and
Economic Climate: Breakthroughs in Research and Practice Management Association, Information
Resources, 2018-08-03 Unstable social climates are causing the displacement of large numbers of
people around the world. In consequence, the issue of safe relocation arises, leading to the need for
new policies and strategies regarding immigration. Immigration and the Current Social, Political,
and Economic Climate: Breakthroughs in Research and Practice is a timely reference source on the
challenges, risks, and policies of current relocation and refugee flows and addresses the social,
political, and economic problems in relation to these aspects of immigration. Highlighting a range of
pertinent topics such as political refugees, human rights, and economic equity, this publication is an
ideal reference source for policymakers, managers, academicians, practitioners, and graduate-level
students interested in the current state of immigration from social, political, and economic
perspectives.

new economics of migration theory: Migration und Integration als wirtschaftliche und
gesellschaftliche Ordnungsprobleme Rahel Schomaker, Christian Miller, Andreas Knorr, 2016-09-12
Keine ausfuhrliche Beschreibung fur Migration und Integration als wirtschaftliche und
gesellschaftliche Ordnungsprobleme verfugbar.



new economics of migration theory: The Handbook of International Migration Charles
Hirschman, Philip Kasinitz, Josh Dewind, 1999-11-04 The historic rise in international migration over
the past thirty years has brought a tide of new immigrants to the United States from Asia, South
America, and other parts of the globe. Their arrival has reverberated throughout American society,
prompting an outpouring of scholarship on the causes and consequences of the new migrations. The
Handbook of International Migration gathers the best of this scholarship in one volume to present a
comprehensive overview of the state of immigration research in this country, bringing coherence
and fresh insight to this fast growing field. The contributors to The Handbook of International
Migration—a virtual who's who of immigration scholars—draw upon the best social science theory
and demographic research to examine the effects and implications of immigration in the United
States. The dramatic shift in the national background of today's immigrants away from primarily
European roots has led many researchers to rethink traditional theories of assimilation,and has
called into question the usefulness of making historical comparisons between today's immigrants
and those of previous generations. Part I of the Handbook examines current theories of international
migration, including the forces that motivate people to migrate, often at great financial and personal
cost. Part II focuses on how immigrants are changed after their arrival, addressing such issues as
adaptation, assimilation, pluralism, and socioeconomic mobility. Finally, Part III looks at the social,
economic, and political effects of the surge of new immigrants on American society. Here the
Handbook explores how the complex politics of immigration have become intertwined with economic
perceptions and realities, racial and ethnic divisions,and international relations. A landmark
compendium of richly nuanced investigations, The Handbook of International Migration will be the
major reference work on recent immigration to this country and will enhance the development of a
truly interdisciplinary field of international migration studies.

new economics of migration theory: Refugee and Humanitarian Admissions U.S. Commission
on Immigration Reform, 1997

new economics of migration theory: The Oxford Handbook of the Politics of
International Migration Marc R. Rosenblum, Daniel ]J. Tichenor, 2012-06-28 Twenty-nine
specialists offer their perspectives on migration from a wide variety of fields: political science,
sociology, economics, and anthropology.

new economics of migration theory: Handbook of International Migration Steven J. Gold,
Stephanie J. Nawyn, 2013-05-02 This revised and expanded second edition of Routledge
International Handbook of Migration Studies provides a comprehensive basis for understanding the
complexity and patterns of international migration. Despite increased efforts to limit its size and
consequences, migration has wide-ranging impacts upon social, environmental, economic, political
and cultural life in countries of origin and settlement. Such transformations impact not only those
who are migrating, but those who are left behind, as well as those who live in the areas where
migrants settle. Featuring forty-six essays written by leading international and multidisciplinary
scholars, this new edition showcases evolving research and theorizing around refugees and forced
migrants, new migration paths through Central Asia and the Middle East, the condition of
statelessness and South to South migration. New chapters also address immigrant labor and
entrepreneurship, skilled migration, ethnic succession, contract labor and informal economies.
Uniquely among texts in the subject area, the Handbook provides a six-chapter compendium of
methodologies for studying international migration and its impacts. Written in a clear and direct
style, this Handbook offers a contemporary integrated resource for students and scholars from the
perspectives of social science, humanities, journalism and other disciplines.

new economics of migration theory: Routledge International Handbook of Migration Studies
Steven ]. Gold, Stephanie J. Nawyn, 2019-05-08 This revised and expanded second edition of
Routledge International Handbook of Migration Studies provides a comprehensive basis for
understanding the complexity and patterns of international migration. Despite increased efforts to
limit its size and consequences, migration has wide-ranging impacts upon social, environmental,
economic, political and cultural life in countries of origin and settlement. Such transformations



impact not only those who are migrating, but those who are left behind, as well as those who live in
the areas where migrants settle. Featuring forty-six essays written by leading international and
multidisciplinary scholars, this new edition showcases evolving research and theorizing around
refugees and forced migrants, new migration paths through Central Asia and the Middle East, the
condition of statelessness and South to South migration. New chapters also address immigrant labor
and entrepreneurship, skilled migration, ethnic succession, contract labor and informal economies.
Uniquely among texts in the subject area, the Handbook provides a six-chapter compendium of
methodologies for studying international migration and its impacts. Written in a clear and direct
style, this Handbook offers a contemporary integrated resource for students and scholars from the
perspectives of social science, humanities, journalism and other disciplines.

new economics of migration theory: On the Move Filiz Garip, 2019-05-28 Why do Mexicans
migrate to the United States? Is there a typical Mexican migrant? Beginning in the 1970s, survey
data indicated that the average migrant was a young, unmarried man who was poor, undereducated,
and in search of better employment opportunities. This is the general view that most Americans still
hold of immigrants from Mexico. On the Move argues that not only does this view of Mexican
migrants reinforce the stereotype of their undesirability, but it also fails to capture the true diversity
of migrants from Mexico and their evolving migration patterns over time. Using survey data from
over 145,000 Mexicans and in-depth interviews with nearly 140 Mexicans, Filiz Garip reveals a more
accurate picture of Mexico-U.S migration. In the last fifty years there have been four primary waves:
a male-dominated migration from rural areas in the 1960s and '70s, a second migration of young
men from socioeconomically more well-off families during the 1980s, a migration of women joining
spouses already in the United States in the late 1980s and '90s, and a generation of more educated,
urban migrants in the late 1990s and early 2000s. For each of these four stages, Garip examines the
changing variety of reasons for why people migrate and migrants’ perceptions of their opportunities
in Mexico and the United States. Looking at Mexico-U.S. migration during the last half century, On
the Move uncovers the vast mechanisms underlying the flow of people moving between nations.

new economics of migration theory: Research Handbook on the Sociology of Migration
Giuseppe Sciortino, Martina Cvajner, Peter ]J. Kivisto, 2024-01-18 Adeptly navigating one of the most
pressing issues on the current global agenda, this topical Research Handbook provides a
comprehensive and research-based exploration of the sociology of migration. As well as highlighting
the field’s achievements and current challenges, it explores key concepts used in current research,
methods employed, and the spheres and contexts in which migrants participate.

new economics of migration theory: Understanding the Dynamics of Global Inequality
Alexander Lenger, Florian Schumacher, 2014-12-03 Despite the fact that the globalization process
tends to reinforce existing inequality structures and generate new areas of inequality on multiple
levels, systematic analyses on this very important field remain scarce. Hence, this book approaches
the complex question of inequality not only from different regional perspectives, covering Africa,
Asia, Europe, Latin and Northern America, but also from different disciplinary perspectives, namely
cultural anthropology, economics, ethnology, geography, international relations, sociology, and
political sciences. The contributions are subdivided into three essential fields of research: Part I
analyzes the socio-economic dimension of global exclusion, highlighting in particular the impacts of
internationalization and globalization processes on national social structures against the background
of theoretical concepts of social inequality. Part II addresses the political dimension of global
inequalities. Since the decline of the Soviet Union new regional powers like Brazil, China, India and
South Africa have emerged, creating power shifts in international relations that are the primary
focus of the second part. Lastly, Part III examines the structural and transnational dimension of
inequality patterns, which can be concretized in the rise of globalized national elites and the
emergence of multinational networks that transcend the geographical and imaginative borders of
nation states.

new economics of migration theory: Manual for Sojourners Samson Liao Uytanlet, Juliet
Lee Uytanlet, 2023-04-26 Peter reads the messages originally addressed by God to sojourners in the




Old Testament as the same messages God had for the sojourning believers of Peter's generation. No
wonder Peter used these same exhortations to instruct first-century believers in the diaspora. For
Peter, the Old Testament was their Scripture. For us today, the Old Testament and New Testament
are our Scripture. God's messages for the faithful sojourners in the Old Testament and New
Testament are the same message he has for sojourners of all generations, including ours.

new economics of migration theory: Migrating Identities and Perspectives: Latin America
and the Caribbean in Local and Global Contexts Mohammad H. Tamdgidi, Terry-Ann Jones, Eric
Mielants, 2009-09-01 This Fall 2009 (VII, 4) issue of Human Architecture: Journal of the Sociology of
Self-Knowledge entitled “Migrating Identities and Perspectives: Latin America and the Caribbean in
Local and Global Contexts,” focuses on the complexity of identity formations experienced by
migrants in the world-system, with a regional focus on Latin America and the Caribbean which have
been at the heart of many recent scholarly debates in migration studies and the subsequent
emergence of transnationalism. The collection can be therefore understood as an attempt to
establish an intellectual dialogue between different academic disciplines, as well as theoretical
perspectives. Among the various themes of this issue is the importance of context, as illustrated
through the use of comparisons, and the application to the domestic migration context of theoretical
approaches commonly used to explain international migration. Another theme that emerges among
these papers is that of integration, or in the case of deportees—a very specific group of
immigrants—reintegration. A crucial aspect of incorporation is identity formation, often central to
migration research and highlighted in a variety of ways in the papers. Contributors include:
Terry-Ann Jones (also as journal issue guest editor), Eric Mielants (also as journal issue guest
editor), Per Unheim, David Carment, Carlo Dade, Dwaine Plaza, Cédric Audebert, Heike Drothohm,
and Mohammad H. Tamdgidi (also as journal editor-in-chief). Human Architecture: Journal of the
Sociology of Self-Knowledge is a publication of OKCIR: The Omar Khayyam Center for Integrative
Research in Utopia, Mysticism, and Science (Utopystics). For more information about OKCIR and
other issues in its journal’s Edited Collection as well as Monograph and Translation series visit
OKCIR’s homepage.

new economics of migration theory: Highly Skilled Labor Migration Ulas Sunata, 2011
Highly Skilled Labor Migration has been mostly explained by reduction to economy. The significance
of both, determination of political economy on HSLM and its impact on the economy, cannot be
ignored. But, this one-sidedness in migration studies leads to some blind spots by keeping the
migrant and her/his experience out of the center of sociological accounts. This work aimed at
understanding socio-structural grounds and influences of HSLM experience by introducing its elite
migrants as homo migrant sociologicus, rather than homo migrant economicus. It particularly
presents an integrated analysis about ICT specialists from Turkey in Germany.
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