
the year of the flood atwood

The Year of the Flood Atwood: Exploring Margaret Atwood’s Dystopian Vision

the year of the flood atwood is a phrase that evokes a powerful blend of
environmental caution, speculative fiction, and compelling storytelling. This
novel, written by the acclaimed Canadian author Margaret Atwood, stands as a
significant work within her MaddAddam Trilogy, offering readers a vivid
glimpse into a dystopian future shaped by ecological disaster and corporate
dominance. If you’re intrigued by speculative fiction that tackles urgent
environmental themes with a human touch, The Year of the Flood is a must-
read.

Understanding The Year of the Flood Atwood

At its core, The Year of the Flood is a speculative science fiction novel set
in a near-future world devastated by climate change, genetic engineering, and
a catastrophic pandemic. It follows a complex narrative that intertwines the
lives of several characters as they navigate the collapse of civilization.
Unlike traditional dystopias that focus solely on bleakness, Atwood’s novel
explores themes of survival, faith, and resistance, making it a rich,
thought-provoking read.

The Context of the MaddAddam Trilogy

The Year of the Flood is the second book in Atwood’s MaddAddam Trilogy,
preceded by Oryx and Crake and followed by MaddAddam. While each book can
stand alone, they collectively paint a larger picture of a world grappling
with the consequences of unchecked scientific experimentation and
environmental neglect. The trilogy examines how humanity might respond to the
collapse of modern society and the possibilities of rebuilding in the
aftermath.

Plot Overview and Central Characters

The story is largely told from the perspectives of two women, Toby and Ren,
who are members of a religious eco-group called the God’s Gardeners. This
group advocates for sustainable living and reverence for the natural world.
The narrative alternates between their experiences before and after the
“Waterless Flood,” a man-made pandemic that wipes out much of humanity. Their
survival stories offer a deeply personal lens through which readers can
explore the broader societal collapse.

Themes and Messages in The Year of the Flood
Atwood

Margaret Atwood uses The Year of the Flood to delve into several pressing
themes that resonate with contemporary environmental and social issues.



Environmental Catastrophe and Climate Change

One of the most prominent aspects of the novel is its exploration of
environmental degradation. Atwood imagines a world where climate change has
triggered a cascade of disasters, from rising sea levels to mass extinctions.
The God’s Gardeners, with their emphasis on sustainable living and ecological
harmony, serve as a counterpoint to the destructive forces embodied by
corporate entities in the story.

Corporate Greed and Genetic Engineering

The novel also critiques the role of biotechnology firms and corporate greed
in accelerating environmental collapse. Through the depiction of genetic
modifications gone awry and the creation of hybrid creatures, Atwood warns
about the ethical and ecological risks of playing god with nature. This
reflection is particularly relevant today, as debates about GMO crops,
synthetic biology, and bioethics continue to grow.

Faith, Community, and Survival

Beyond its environmental focus, The Year of the Flood Atwood offers a nuanced
portrayal of faith and community. The God’s Gardeners’ belief system blends
spirituality with ecological stewardship, creating a sense of hope and
resilience amid chaos. The novel’s characters rely on their faith and
interconnectedness to endure hardships, emphasizing the importance of human
connection in times of crisis.

Literary Style and Narrative Structure

Atwood’s storytelling in The Year of the Flood is notable for its rich prose,
dark humor, and inventive narrative techniques. The book shifts between past
and present timelines, weaving together personal histories and the unfolding
catastrophe. This approach deepens readers’ understanding of the characters’
motivations and the societal context leading to the flood.

Use of Multiple Perspectives

By telling the story through Toby and Ren’s eyes, Atwood gives voice to
diverse experiences within the dystopian world. Their contrasting backgrounds
and personalities enrich the narrative, allowing readers to see different
facets of survival and adaptation. This multiplicity adds depth and
complexity to what could otherwise be a straightforward apocalypse tale.

Language and Symbolism

Atwood’s language is both poetic and precise, filled with symbolic references
to nature, religion, and technology. The recurring motif of the flood, for
example, echoes biblical imagery while also serving as a metaphor for



environmental reckoning. Such symbolism enhances the thematic resonance and
invites readers to reflect on the novel’s deeper meanings.

Why The Year of the Flood Atwood Remains
Relevant Today

More than a decade after its publication, The Year of the Flood continues to
captivate readers and spark conversations about the future of our planet and
society.

Environmental Awareness and Activism

As climate change intensifies and biodiversity declines, Atwood’s vision
serves as a stark reminder of potential futures if humanity fails to act. The
God’s Gardeners' philosophy encourages readers to consider alternative ways
of living that prioritize ecological balance and respect for all life forms.

The Ethics of Scientific Advancement

The novel’s critique of genetic engineering and corporate control remains
pertinent amid ongoing debates about CRISPR technology, synthetic biology,
and data privacy. The Year of the Flood invites a cautious, ethical approach
to innovation, highlighting the need for accountability and foresight.

Resilience and Hope in Troubling Times

Despite its dystopian setting, The Year of the Flood Atwood offers a message
of hope. Through its characters’ perseverance and communities’ efforts to
rebuild, the novel suggests that humanity can find meaning and purpose even
amidst destruction. This balance of realism and optimism makes it a
compelling and inspiring read.

Tips for Readers Approaching The Year of the
Flood

If you’re planning to dive into The Year of the Flood, here are some insights
to enhance your reading experience:

Consider reading the trilogy in order: While The Year of the Flood
stands on its own, starting with Oryx and Crake provides useful
background.

Pay attention to the ecological themes: Atwood’s detailed descriptions
of flora, fauna, and environmental practices enrich the story’s
authenticity.



Reflect on the ethical questions: Think about how the novel’s issues
relate to current scientific debates and personal values.

Embrace the shifting narrative: The alternating timelines may require
some focus but add depth to character development.

Exploring Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The Year of the Flood Atwood has inspired various adaptations and discussions
beyond the literary world. The novel’s vivid imagery and urgent themes have
made it a popular subject for stage adaptations, environmental talks, and
academic studies. Its influence extends into popular culture, where it
continues to shape conversations about sustainability and speculative
fiction.

Margaret Atwood’s creation of a future world marked by both devastation and
resilience offers a compelling mirror to our own time. As readers explore the
depths of The Year of the Flood, they engage not only with a gripping story
but also with critical reflections on humanity’s relationship with nature and
technology.

In the end, The Year of the Flood Atwood is more than just a novel—it’s a
call to awareness, imagination, and action that resonates strongly in today’s
ecological and ethical landscape. Whether you’re a fan of dystopian fiction,
environmental literature, or thoughtful storytelling, this book offers rich
rewards for those willing to explore its pages.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Year of the Flood' by Margaret Atwood
about?

'The Year of the Flood' is a dystopian novel by Margaret Atwood that explores
a near-future world devastated by environmental collapse, focusing on a group
called the God's Gardeners and their struggle to survive.

Is 'The Year of the Flood' a sequel to another book?

Yes, 'The Year of the Flood' is the second book in Margaret Atwood's
MaddAddam Trilogy, following 'Oryx and Crake' and preceding 'MaddAddam'.

Who are the main characters in 'The Year of the
Flood'?

The main characters include Toby, a member of the God's Gardeners, and Ren, a
former model and survivor, whose stories intertwine as they navigate the
dystopian world.



What themes does 'The Year of the Flood' explore?

The novel explores themes such as environmental destruction, genetic
engineering, corporate control, survival, religion, and the relationship
between humans and nature.

How does 'The Year of the Flood' relate to current
environmental issues?

'The Year of the Flood' reflects contemporary concerns about climate change,
biodiversity loss, and the consequences of unchecked technological and
corporate power on the environment.

What is the significance of the God's Gardeners in
the novel?

The God's Gardeners are an eco-religious group in the novel that advocates
for living in harmony with nature, representing a counterpoint to the
destructive forces in the story.

Has 'The Year of the Flood' been adapted into other
media?

As of now, 'The Year of the Flood' has not been directly adapted into films
or TV shows, but the broader MaddAddam Trilogy has attracted interest for
adaptation due to its rich narrative and themes.

Additional Resources
The Year of the Flood Atwood: A Deep Dive into Margaret Atwood’s Dystopian
Vision

the year of the flood atwood stands as a compelling testament to Margaret
Atwood’s prowess in speculative fiction, weaving together ecological
concerns, social commentary, and intricate storytelling. Published in 2009,
this novel serves as the second installment in Atwood’s MaddAddam Trilogy,
following the critically acclaimed Oryx and Crake. It delves into a post-
apocalyptic world where humanity grapples with the consequences of genetic
engineering, environmental degradation, and societal collapse. This article
explores the multifaceted layers of The Year of the Flood, examining its
themes, narrative structure, and its significance within both Atwood’s oeuvre
and contemporary literature.

Exploring the Narrative and Structure of The
Year of the Flood Atwood

The Year of the Flood is distinctive for its non-linear narrative and dual
perspectives, primarily focusing on two female protagonists, Toby and Ren.
Their stories unfold through interwoven timelines, alternating between the
pre-apocalyptic world and the aftermath of a catastrophic pandemic known as
the Waterless Flood. This structure allows Atwood to paint a detailed



portrait of the collapse of civilization and the fragile attempts at
rebuilding society.

Unlike its predecessor, Oryx and Crake, which centers on the enigmatic Crake,
The Year of the Flood shifts its focus towards a religious sect called God's
Gardeners. This group combines eco-activism with spirituality, advocating for
harmony with nature and opposing the rampant corporate greed that has driven
the world to ruin. Through the experiences of Toby and Ren, readers gain
insight into the sect’s philosophies, rituals, and resilience.

Thematic Depth and Social Commentary

Atwood’s work is renowned for its incisive commentary on contemporary issues,
and The Year of the Flood is no exception. The novel delves into the
consequences of unchecked scientific experimentation, specifically genetic
modification and bioengineering. These themes are not just speculative but
grounded in ongoing debates about biotechnology’s ethical implications.

Environmental degradation plays a central role. The narrative vividly depicts
a world where ecosystems have collapsed, and the natural order is disrupted.
This backdrop serves as a cautionary tale about climate change, pollution,
and humanity’s destructive impact on the planet. The portrayal of the
Waterless Flood pandemic metaphorically underscores the vulnerability of
human civilization when disconnected from ecological balance.

Moreover, The Year of the Flood critiques consumerism and corporatism through
its depiction of the Compounds—enclosed, privatized cities controlled by
powerful corporations. These settings highlight stark social inequalities and
the commodification of life itself, prompting readers to reflect on the
trajectory of modern society.

Characterization and World-Building

Margaret Atwood’s character development in The Year of the Flood is nuanced
and compelling. Toby, a former member of God's Gardeners, embodies survival
and adaptability. Her pragmatic approach contrasts with Ren’s youthful
idealism and tragic fate. Through their interactions and internal monologues,
Atwood explores themes of faith, loyalty, and the human capacity for hope
amid devastation.

The world-building is meticulous. Atwood populates her dystopian landscape
with imaginative yet plausible elements such as genetically engineered
animals (pigoons), designer foods, and bioengineered humans. These features
add layers of realism and speculative intrigue, engaging readers who
appreciate detailed, believable futures.

Comparative Analysis: The Year of the Flood
Versus Other Atwood Works

When placed alongside other novels by Atwood, particularly Oryx and Crake and
MaddAddam, The Year of the Flood occupies a unique narrative and thematic
space. While all three novels share a dystopian setting and interconnected



characters, The Year of the Flood is often praised for its emotional depth
and exploration of community and spirituality.

In contrast to Oryx and Crake’s more plot-driven and enigmatic approach, The
Year of the Flood invests heavily in exploring the social fabric and ethical
dilemmas faced by survivors. This shift broadens the scope of Atwood’s
speculative critique, incorporating a more holistic view of humanity’s
relationship with nature and each other.

Additionally, compared to Atwood’s earlier speculative works like The
Handmaid’s Tale, The Year of the Flood is less focused on gender politics and
more invested in environmental and biotechnological issues. However, the
strong female protagonists and their resilience continue Atwood’s tradition
of foregrounding women’s narratives in oppressive or transformative contexts.

Pros and Cons: The Year of the Flood’s Literary
Impact

Pros:

Rich, multi-layered storytelling that combines suspense, philosophy,
and ecological awareness.

Strong, relatable characters offering diverse perspectives on
survival and faith.

Innovative world-building that is scientifically plausible yet
imaginative.

Insightful critique of contemporary issues such as genetic
engineering, climate change, and consumerism.

Cons:

Non-linear narrative may challenge readers seeking straightforward
storytelling.

Some may find the pacing slower compared to more action-driven
dystopian novels.

Heavy thematic focus might overwhelm readers looking primarily for
entertainment.

The Year of the Flood Atwood and Its Place in
Ecofiction

Ecofiction, a genre that foregrounds ecological themes and environmental



crises, has gained prominence amidst growing global concerns about climate
change. The Year of the Flood is widely regarded as a seminal work within
this genre, blending literary artistry with urgent environmental advocacy.

Atwood’s portrayal of a world devastated by human excess resonates with real-
world ecological disasters and scientific warnings. The God’s Gardeners’
philosophy reflects emerging movements advocating sustainability,
conservation, and ethical treatment of living beings. This alignment with
pressing ecological debates enhances the novel’s relevance and educational
potential.

Furthermore, The Year of the Flood’s influence extends beyond literature. It
has inspired discussions in academic circles, environmental organizations,
and popular culture regarding the ethical boundaries of science and the
importance of ecological stewardship.

Impact on Readers and Cultural Reception

Since its release, The Year of the Flood has garnered critical acclaim for
its originality and depth. Readers often praise Atwood’s ability to merge
speculative fiction with realistic social critique, creating a narrative that
is both entertaining and intellectually stimulating.

The novel’s complex treatment of faith and apocalypse challenges conventional
dystopian tropes, inviting readers to consider spirituality’s role in human
resilience. This aspect has sparked varied interpretations and debates,
enriching the cultural conversation around dystopian literature.

Moreover, the book’s integration into the broader MaddAddam Trilogy has
contributed to its sustained popularity, with many readers engaging with the
series as a comprehensive examination of humanity’s potential futures.

The year of the flood atwood remains an essential read for those interested
in speculative fiction that does not shy away from difficult questions about
science, society, and survival. Its enduring relevance is a testament to
Atwood’s insightful and provocative storytelling.

The Year Of The Flood Atwood
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  the year of the flood atwood: The Year Of The Flood Margaret Atwood, 2010-07-27 By the
author of The Handmaid's Tale and Alias Grace The sun brightens in the east, reddening the
blue-grey haze that marks the distant ocean. The vultures roosting on the hydro poles fan out their
wings to dry them. the air smells faintly of burning. The waterless flood - a man-made plague - has
ended the world. But two young women have survived: Ren, a young dancer trapped where she
worked, in an upmarket sex club (the cleanest dirty girls in town); and Toby, who watches and waits
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from her rooftop garden. Is anyone else out there?
  the year of the flood atwood: The Year of the Flood Margaret Atwood, 2009-09-07 The
long-awaited new novel from Margaret Atwood. The Year of the Flood is a dystopic masterpiece and
a testament to her visionary power.
  the year of the flood atwood: The Year of the Flood by Margaret Atwood Samarra Hyde, 2010
  the year of the flood atwood: Maddaddam Trilogy Box Margaret Atwood, 2014-08-12
Collects three novels featuring a world that has been devastated by ecological and scientific
disasters.
  the year of the flood atwood: Margaret Atwood's 'Year of the Flood'. Meanings of Climate
Change Verena Bär, 2013-07-04 Seminar paper from the year 2012 in the subject Didactics for the
subject English - Literature, Works, grade: 1,0, University of Bayreuth, language: English, abstract:
In her book The Year of the Flood (YOF) the Canadian author Margaret Atwood gives us an insight in
how our future might look like and this foresight is not so unthinkable at all. The novel is placed in
what is today the United States of America, probably somewhere on the East Coast. The time it is set
in a not so far away future where the Apocalypse had already occurred. The plot is situated around
the two main characters Toby and Ren who give us insights into the pre-apocalyptic time throughout
the book. The environment which is portrayed is disturbed in many ways: the effects of a global
climate change are apparent; society has split up into different groups. YOF is centered in the
pleeblands where the lower social classes are situated. The picture of the society we get is that it is
in an ‘unhealthy condition’. It has mainly lost its ethics and moral and there is an increased
willingness of violence not only by individuals but also by the leading CorpSeCorps forces, a private
security firm. Eventually, the whole human race is extinguished by a pandemic and only a few
survive. Next to Toby and Ren, the survivors mainly consist of the members of eco-activist groups.
Now, they have to face the question of survival and have to deal with a new species of ‘man’ – the
Crakers.
  the year of the flood atwood: The Age of Dystopia Louisa MacKay Demerjian, 2016-02-29
This book examines the recent popularity of the dystopian genre in literature and film, as well as
connecting contemporary manifestations of dystopia to cultural trends and the implications of
technological and social changes on the individual and society as a whole. Dystopia, as a genre,
reflects our greatest fears of what the future might bring, based on analysis of the present. This
book connects traditional dystopian works with their contexts and compares these with
contemporary versions. It centers around two main questions: Why is dystopia so popular now? And,
why is dystopia so popular with young adult audiences? Since dystopia reflects the fears of society
as a whole, this book will have broad appeal for any reader, and will be particularly useful to
teachers in a variety of settings, such as in a high school or college-level classroom to teach
dystopian literature, or in a comparative literature classroom to show how the genre has appeared in
multiple locales at different times. Indeed, the book’s interdisciplinary nature allows it to be of use
in classes focussing on politics, bioethics, privacy issues, women’s studies, and any number of
additional topics.
  the year of the flood atwood: Margaret Atwood's Dystopian Fiction Sławomir Kuźnicki,
2017-05-11 This volume details Margaret Atwood’s dystopian novels through the themes of the
ambivalent ethics of science and technology, the position of women in the male-dominated world,
and the ambiguous role played by religion and spirituality. The book’s unique and original approach
places Atwood’s fiction within the contemporary world, with all the problems of our fast-changing
reality. Furthermore, it provides an excellent reading of her dystopias in a broader, humanist
context, with an emphasis on the social, cultural and political issues that have been important for
both her, the writer, and us, the readers.
  the year of the flood atwood: Religious Horror and the Ecogothic Kathleen Hudson, Mary
Going, 2024-06-10 Religious Horror and the Ecogothic explores the intersections of Anglophone
Christianity and the Ecogothic, a subgenre that explores the ecocritical in Gothic literature, film, and
media. Acknowledging the impact of Christian ideologies upon interpretations of human



relationships with the environment, the Ecogothic in turn interrogates spiritual identity and
humanity’s darker impulses in relation to ecological systems. Through a survey of Ecogothic texts
from the eighteenth century to the present day, this book illuminates the ways in which a
Christianized understanding of hierarchy, dominion, fear, and sublimity shapes reactions to the
environment and conceptions of humanity’s place therein. It interrogates the discourses which
inform environmental policy, as well as definitions of the “human” in a rapidly changing world.
  the year of the flood atwood: Margaret Atwood: An Introduction to Critical Views of Her
Fiction Gina Wisker, 2011-12-29 Margaret Atwood is an internationally renowned, highly versatile
author whose work creatively explores what it means to be human through genres ranging from
feminist fable to science fiction and Gothic romance. In this timely new study, Gina Wisker
reassesses Atwood's entire fictional output to date, providing both original analysis and a lively
overview of the criticism surrounding her work. Margaret Atwood: An Introduction to Critical Views
of Her Fiction: - Covers all of Atwood's novels as well as her short stories. - Surveys the critical
reception of her fiction and the fascinating debates developed by key Atwood critics. - Explores the
main approaches to reading Atwood's work and examines issues such as her interventions in genre
writing and ecology, as well as her feminism, post-feminism and narrative usage, both conventional
and experimental. Concise and approachable, this is an ideal volume for anyone studying the fiction
of this major contemporary writer.
  the year of the flood atwood: War and Words Wojciech Drąg, Jakub Krogulec, Mateusz
Marecki, 2016-05-11 Despite the vast body of texts inspired by warfare – from The Iliad to Maus –
war writing is perpetually haunted by the notions of unrepresentability and inadequacy. War and
Words examines the methods, conventions and pitfalls of constructing verbal accounts of military
conflict in literature and the media. This multifocal study draws on a wide array of theoretical
perspectives, including feminism, posthumanism, masculinity, trauma, spatiality and media studies,
and brings together such diverse material as canonical literature, war veterans’ testimonies,
imaginative fiction, computer games, English curricula, and Al-Qaeda’s propaganda pieces. In five
consecutive sections – “Spreading War Propaganda”, “Reconstructing War Spaces”, “Envisioning
War”, “Gendering War”, and “Teaching War” – the contributors consider war in its manifold aspects:
as an ideological tool used for propaganda purposes, as a spatial reconstruction performed for the
critical reassessment of past conflicts, as a projection (or extrapolation) of possible future conflicts
and their social repercussions, as a political statement to deconstruct the oppressive nature of
violence, and, finally, as a didactic tool to foster empathy. This collection will appeal primarily to
academics specialising in English and American literature, but also to those researching media,
gender, and game studies.
  the year of the flood atwood: Posthumanism and Literary Insights: A Critical Introduction
Nikhilesh Dhar, Bapin Mallick, 2025-08-29 The volume delves into the provocative terrain of escape
as a mode of resistance. Through a diverse array of studies encompassing political theology and
artificial intelligence, the author navigates the philosophical landscape of exiting established forms
of knowledge and practices. Drawing from a rich tapestry of Western thought—from Carl Schmitt
and St. Augustine to Bernard Stiegler and Antonio Negri—the volume engages deeply with the
notion of forging new pathways beyond existing political paradigms. The chapters present a fresh
perspective on the dynamics of political transformation, urging readers to reconsider conventional
boundaries and embrace innovative approaches to social change. By examining the intersections of
philosophy, politics, and technology, it invites readers to contemplate profound questions about
liberation, creativity, and the potential for radical societal renewal. It is an essential reading for
scholars, activists, and anyone intrigued by the philosophical underpinnings of resistance and the
quest for new horizons in political theory and practice.
  the year of the flood atwood: Utopias and the Environment Geoffrey Berry, 2017-10-02
Utopias and the Environment explores the way in which the kind of ‘dreaming’, or re-visioning,
known as the ‘utopian imaginary’ takes environmental concerns into account. This kind of creative
intervention is increasingly important in an era of ecological crisis, as we witness the failure of



governments worldwide to significantly change industrial civilization from a path of ‘business as
usual.’ In this context, it is up to the artists – in this case authors – to imagine new ways of being
that respond to this imperative and immediate global issue. Concurrently, it is also up to critics,
readers, and thinkers everywhere to appraise these narratives of possibility for their complexities
and internal conflicts, as well as for their promise, as we enter this new era of rapid change and
adaptation. Because creative and critical thinkers must work together towards this goal, the idea of
the critical utopia, coined by Tom Moylan in response to the fiction of the 1970s, is now ingrained in
the common argot and is one of the key ideas discussed in this book. This development in the genre,
which combines self-reflexivity and multiple perspectives within its dreaming, represents the
postmodern spirit in its most regenerative aspect. This book is testament to such hopes and potential
realities. This book was originally published as a special issue of Green Letters.
  the year of the flood atwood: Food in Margaret Atwood’s Speculative Fiction Katarina
Labudova, 2022-11-10 This book looks at Margaret Atwood’s use of food motifs in speculative fiction.
Focusing on six novels – The Handmaid’s Tale and The Testaments, the Maddaddam trilogy, and The
Heart Goes Last – Katarina Labudova explores the environmental, ecological, and cultural questions
at play and the possible future scenarios which emerge for humanity’s survival in apocalyptic and
post-apocalyptic conditions. Labudova argues that food has special relevance in these novels and
that characters’ hunger, limited food choices, culinary creativity and eating rituals are central to
Atwood’s depictions of hostile environments. She also links food to hierarchy, dominance and
oppression in Atwood’s novels, and foregrounds the problem of hunger, both psychological or
physical, caused by pollution and loss of contact with the natural and authentic. The book shows how
Atwood’s writing draws from a range of genres, including apocalyptic fiction, science fiction,
speculative fiction, dystopia, utopia, fairy tale, myth, and thriller – and how food is an important,
highly versatile motif linking these intertextual threads.
  the year of the flood atwood: Corporate Medievalism II Karl Fugelso, 2013 Essays on the
post-modern reception and interpretation of the Middle Ages, with a particular focus on its
relationship with business and finance.In the wake of the many passionate responses to its
predecessor, Studies in Medievalism 22 also addresses the role of corporations in medievalism. Amid
the three opening essays, Amy S. Kaufman examines how three modern novelists have refracted
contemporary corporate culture through an imagined and highly dystopic Middle Ages. On either
side of that paper, Elizabeth Emery and Richard Utz explore how the Woolworth Company and
Google have variously promoted, distorted, appropriated, resisted, and repudiated post-medieval
interpretations of the Middle Ages. And Clare Simmons expands on that approach in a full-length
article on the Lord Mayor's Show in London. Readers are then invited to find other permutations of
corporate influence in six articles on the gendering of Percy's Reliques, the Romantic
Pre-Reformation in Charles Reade's The Cloister and the Hearth, renovation and resurrection in
M.R. James's Episode of Cathedral History, salvation in the Commedia references of Rodin's Gates of
Hell, film theory and the relationship of the Sister Arts to the cinematic Beowulf, and American
containment culture in medievalist comic-books. While offering close, thorough studies of traditional
media and materials, the volume directly engages timely concerns about the motives and methods
behind this field and many others inacademia. Karl Fugelso is Professor of Art History at Towson
University in Baltimore, Maryland. Contributors: Aida Audeh, Elizabeth Emery, Katie Garner,
Nickolas Haydock, Amy S. Kaufman, Peter W. Lee, Patrick J. Murphy, Fred Porcheddu, Clare A.
Simmons, Mark B. Spencer, Richard Utz.
  the year of the flood atwood: The Political in Margaret Atwood's Fiction Theodore F. Sheckels,
2016-02-24 Suggesting that politics and power are at the center of Margaret Atwood's fiction,
Theodore F. Sheckels examines Atwood's novels from The Edible Woman to The Year of the Flood.
Whether her treatment is explicit as in Bodily Harm and The Handmaid's Tale or by means of an
exploration of interiority as in Cat's Eye and The Robber Bride, Atwood's persistent concern is with
how the empowered act towards those who are constrained within the political, economic and social
institutions that facilitate power dynamics. Sheckels identifies an increasing sophistication in



Atwood's exposition of power over time that is revealed in the later novels' engagement with social
class, postcolonialism, and a globalism that merges science and commerce as issues relevant to
politics and power. Acknowledging that Atwood is not a political theorist but a novelist, Sheckels
does not suggest that her work should be viewed as political commentary but rather as a creative
treatment of the laudable but ultimately only partially successful ways in which women and other
groups resist the constraints placed on them by institutionalized oppression.
  the year of the flood atwood: Technoculture in Margaret Atwood’s Science Fiction Novels
Jasmine Sharma, 2023-09-01 The contemporary mediation between technoscience and philosophy
offers overwhelming insights into the literary-critical domain of thought. This book conceptualizes an
enriching engagement with questions pertaining to the notion of technology and how its blend with
cultural facets makes comprehensive room for the reconstitution of the literary landscape in
Atwood’s science fiction (SF) novels. Ranging from the technologies of disciplinary and bio-corporeal
power to theorizing gender politics of cyborgian, nomadic and humanoid bodies, from technologizing
the consumption of hybrid edibles and lingual epistemology to discerning the hyperreal dimensions
of archived tech-memoirs, video gaming and digital sex, the book takes a philosophical approach to
technocultural studies, a newly emerging interdisciplinary methodology. It contributes to an optimal
concretization of technoscientific exploration in Margaret Atwood’s literary scholarship and adds to
the existing field of theoretical acumen within cosmopolitan literatures.
  the year of the flood atwood: Reading between the Borderlines Gillian Roberts, 2018-12-30 Is
Superman Canadian? Who decides, and what is at stake in such a question? How is the Underground
Railroad commemorated differently in Canada and the United States, and can those differences be
bridged? How can we acknowledge properly the Canadian labour behind Hollywood filmmaking, and
what would that do to our sense of national cinema? Reading between the Borderlines grapples with
these questions and others surrounding the production and consumption of literary, cinematic,
musical, visual, and print culture across the Canada-US border. Discussing a range of popular as
well as highbrow cultural forms, this collection investigates patterns of cross-border cultural
exchange that become visible within a variety of genres, regardless of their place in any arbitrarily
devised cultural hierarchy. The essays also consider the many interests served, compromised, or
negated by the operations of the transnational economy, the movement of culture's raw material
across nation-state borders in literal and conceptual terms, and the configuration of a material
citizenship attributed to or negotiated around border-crossing cultural objects. Challenging the
oversimplification of cultural products labelled either Canadian or American, Reading between the
Borderlines contends with the particularities and complications of North American cultural
exchange, both historically and in the present.
  the year of the flood atwood: Inhabited by Stories Nancy A. Barta-Smith, Danette DiMarco,
2012-11-30 Intertextuality has signaled change, appropriation, adaptation, and derivation. It has
focused readers on irresolvable questions of influence and origination, progressive or regressive
movement across continents, periods, and media. Inhabited by Stories: Critical Essays on Tales
Retold takes a different approach. What would a model of literary study look like that steps out of
time’s river and embraces not only the presence and proximity of the world to the senses, but also of
the past and the future to the present here and now? When stories inhabit us, imagination and
memory extend our ability to see and feel. Phenomenological experience is lived, not just thought.
Such a perspective suggests that the past and future inhabit the present, increase the depth of
sensory perception itself, and enrich the range of our affective and ethical responses. Grounded in
the lived experience of reading, this perspective offers an alternative to an idea of intertextuality as
simply following lines of influence and appropriation. It focuses on the expansion of experience
created by telling and retelling stories. Ironically, for literary theorists and critics, perhaps the
highest form of both praise and critique is a tale retold, since such retellings attest to literature’s
instructive power and its perennial regeneration.
  the year of the flood atwood: Representations of Political Resistance and Emancipation in
Science Fiction Judith Grant, Sean Parson, 2020-11-05 In a world in which political opportunity and



liberation seem far away, the genre of science fiction grows in cultural importance and popularity.
The contributors to this collection are political and social theorists from a range of disciplines who
use science fiction as inspiration for new theories and examples of speculative politics. In dystopian
governments, they find locations and forms of resistance. Representations of Political Resistance and
Emancipation in Science Fiction explores a range of political and social theoretical concerns for the
twenty-first century. Contributors analyze themes of post-humanism, resistance, agency, political
community making, and ethics and politics during the Anthropocene.
  the year of the flood atwood: Teaching the Literature of Climate Change Debra J.
Rosenthal, 2024-04-26 Over the past several decades, writers such as Margaret Atwood, Paolo
Bacigalupi, Octavia E. Butler, and Kathy Jetn̄il-Kijiner have explored climate change through
literature, reflecting current anxieties about humans' impact on the planet. Emphasizing the
importance of interdisciplinarity, this volume embraces literature as a means to cultivate students'
understanding of the ongoing climate crisis, ethics in times of disaster, and the intrinsic
intersectionality of environmental issues. Contributors discuss speculative climate futures, the
Anthropocene, postcolonialism, climate anxiety, and the usefulness of storytelling in engaging with
catastrophe. The essays offer approaches to teaching interdisciplinary and cross-listed courses,
including strategies for team-teaching across disciplines and for building connections between
humanities majors and STEM majors. The volume concludes with essays that explore ways to
address grief and to contemplate a hopeful future in the face of apocalyptic predictions.
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