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Sheep Herding Dog Training: Unlocking the Potential of Your Canine Partner

sheep herding dog training is an art and science that requires patience, consistency, and a deep

understanding of canine behavior. Whether you’re a seasoned shepherd or a beginner eager to

develop a strong bond with your dog, training a herding dog offers a unique opportunity to witness the

intelligence and agility of these remarkable animals in action. Herding dogs are not just pets; they are

working partners, capable of guiding and managing flocks with precision and responsiveness.

In this article, we’ll explore the essentials of training a sheep herding dog—from selecting the right

breed to mastering commands and techniques that help your dog excel in the field. Along the way,

we’ll dive into useful tips and insights that can transform your training journey into a rewarding

experience for both you and your furry companion.

Understanding the Role of a Sheep Herding Dog

Before diving into training methods, it’s important to understand what makes herding dogs so special.

These dogs have been bred for generations to work closely with livestock, responding to commands

and instincts that drive their herding behavior. Unlike ordinary pets, herding dogs have a natural

inclination to control the movement of sheep, cattle, or other animals, often using their body language

and eye contact to influence the flock.

Popular Breeds for Herding

Not all dogs are suited for herding. Some breeds stand out due to their intelligence, energy levels, and

natural herding instincts. Common sheep herding dogs include:



- Border Collies: Renowned for their intelligence and intense focus, Border Collies are often considered

the top choice for herding work.

- Australian Shepherds: Versatile and energetic, they excel both in herding and as family pets.

- Kelpies: Native to Australia, Kelpies are agile and hardworking, perfect for managing large flocks.

- Welsh Corgis: Despite their small size, Corgis have a strong herding drive and are surprisingly

effective.

- Shetland Sheepdogs: Known for their obedience and quick learning abilities.

Choosing the right breed based on your needs and environment is a crucial first step in successful

sheep herding dog training.

Getting Started: The Basics of Sheep Herding Dog Training

Training a herding dog starts well before you introduce them to sheep. Building a foundation of

obedience and communication is essential to ensure safety and effectiveness in the field.

Establishing Basic Obedience

Before your dog can begin herding, it needs to understand fundamental commands like sit, stay, come,

and heel. These commands form the backbone of more advanced herding instructions and help

manage your dog’s behavior in potentially chaotic environments.

Here are some tips for establishing obedience:

- Use positive reinforcement: Treats, praise, and affection encourage your dog to repeat desired

behaviors.

- Keep training sessions short and fun: Dogs learn best when they’re engaged and not overwhelmed.

- Be consistent: Use the same commands and gestures to avoid confusion.

- Socialize your dog: Exposure to different environments and people helps reduce distractions during



herding.

Introducing Sheep and the Herding Environment

Once your dog has mastered basic obedience, it’s time to introduce the livestock. This step should be

gradual and supervised to ensure your dog feels comfortable and safe.

- Start with a small number of sheep in a confined area.

- Allow your dog to observe the sheep without pressure.

- Use gentle commands to encourage your dog to approach and interact cautiously.

- Reward calm and focused behavior.

- Avoid overwhelming the dog with too many animals or too large a space initially.

This careful introduction helps build confidence and reduces the risk of your dog becoming overexcited

or frightened.

Advanced Techniques in Sheep Herding Dog Training

As your dog becomes more comfortable around sheep, you can begin teaching specific herding

commands and refining their skills.

Common Herding Commands

Herding dogs respond to a series of verbal and hand signals that guide their movement and influence

the flock’s behavior. Some of the most common commands include:

- “Come bye” or “Come by”: Instructs the dog to move clockwise around the sheep.



- “Away to me”: Tells the dog to move counterclockwise.

- “Walk up”: Encourages the dog to move towards the flock.

- “Lie down” or “Stand”: Commands the dog to stop or rest in position.

- “That’ll do”: Signals the dog to stop herding and return to the handler.

Training these commands requires patience and repetition. It’s helpful to practice in open spaces and

gradually increase the complexity of tasks.

Using Whistles and Hand Signals

Many seasoned trainers incorporate whistles and hand gestures to communicate with their dogs over

long distances. Whistle training involves associating specific whistle patterns with commands your dog

already knows. This method can be highly effective when working with large flocks or in noisy

environments.

Hand signals can be equally powerful, especially if your dog is visually attentive. Clear, consistent

gestures paired with verbal cues help reinforce commands.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Training a sheep herding dog is not without its hurdles. Understanding common challenges can

prepare you to address them effectively.

Overexcitement and Nipping

Many herding dogs have a natural tendency to nip at the sheep’s heels—a behavior rooted in their

instinct to control movement. While some degree of nipping is normal, excessive biting can harm the



sheep and create problems.

To manage this:

- Redirect your dog’s energy with commands and distractions.

- Reward gentle herding behavior.

- Use timeouts or remove the dog from the situation when nipping occurs.

- Consider professional guidance if the behavior persists.

Distraction and Lack of Focus

The open environment of a farm or pasture can present many distractions, from other animals to

noises and smells. Maintaining your dog’s focus is crucial.

Tips to improve focus include:

- Training in gradually more distracting environments.

- Using high-value treats or toys as motivation.

- Keeping sessions short but frequent.

- Building a strong recall command to regain your dog’s attention quickly.

Fear or Anxiety Around Sheep

Not all dogs instinctively feel comfortable around livestock. Some may show fear or hesitation, which

can slow the training process.

To help your dog overcome anxiety:

- Introduce sheep slowly and calmly.



- Use positive reinforcement to associate sheep with good experiences.

- Avoid forcing interaction.

- Give your dog time to adjust at its own pace.

Maintaining and Enhancing Herding Skills

Once your dog has learned the basics and is actively working with sheep, ongoing training and

practice are key to maintaining sharp skills.

Regular Practice Sessions

Consistency is essential. Regular herding sessions help your dog stay physically fit and mentally

sharp, reinforcing learned commands and behaviors.

Incorporating Variety

Mixing up the herding environment, the number of sheep, and the tasks your dog performs can

prevent boredom and improve adaptability. For example, practicing in different pastures or introducing

new challenges like moving sheep through gates or into pens can enhance your dog’s versatility.

Participating in Herding Trials and Competitions

For many enthusiasts, entering herding trials or competitions provides motivation and a chance to test

their dog’s skills. These events also offer opportunities to learn from experienced trainers and connect

with a community passionate about herding.



Benefits Beyond the Field

Sheep herding dog training isn’t just about working sheep; it also fosters a deep bond between dog

and handler. The communication skills, trust, and teamwork developed through herding training often

translate into other areas of life, including obedience, agility, and general behavior.

Moreover, herding dogs tend to be highly intelligent and energetic, so training them to channel their

instincts positively can lead to a happier, more balanced pet.

Whether you’re training a dog to assist on a working farm or simply exploring herding as a sport or

hobby, the journey of sheep herding dog training is one filled with discovery, challenge, and immense

satisfaction. With the right approach, your dog can become a reliable and skilled partner, ready to take

on the unique demands of the herding world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the best dog breeds for sheep herding?

The best dog breeds for sheep herding include Border Collies, Australian Shepherds, and Australian

Kelpies due to their intelligence, agility, and strong herding instincts.

At what age should I start training my sheep herding dog?

Training should ideally start when the puppy is around 8 to 12 weeks old to build foundational

obedience and socialization before introducing herding commands.

What are the essential commands for a sheep herding dog?

Essential commands include 'come by' (move clockwise), 'away to me' (move counterclockwise),

'stand' or 'stay', 'walk up' (approach the sheep), and 'lie down' to stop and rest.



How can I teach my dog to control sheep without causing stress?

Use calm, consistent commands and positive reinforcement techniques. Avoid yelling or harsh

corrections, and allow the dog to work calmly, giving breaks to prevent stress on both the dog and

sheep.

How long does it typically take to train a sheep herding dog?

Basic herding obedience can take a few months, but full proficiency often requires 1 to 2 years of

consistent training and experience with sheep.

Can any dog be trained for sheep herding?

While many dogs can learn basic commands, successful sheep herding requires natural herding

instincts, which not all breeds or individual dogs possess.

What equipment is necessary for training a sheep herding dog?

Basic equipment includes a sturdy leash, long training lead, whistle for commands, and sometimes a

herding harness. Protective gear and sheep pens are also helpful for controlled training sessions.

How do I prevent my herding dog from becoming too aggressive with

sheep?

Focus on controlled training emphasizing gentle gathering and guiding rather than chasing or biting.

Regular supervision and positive reinforcement of calm behavior help reduce aggression.

Additional Resources

Sheep Herding Dog Training: Enhancing Livestock Management through Skilled Canines

sheep herding dog training is a specialized discipline that encompasses the methods and techniques



used to develop the natural instincts of dogs to manage and control sheep and other livestock

effectively. This training is crucial not only for agricultural efficiency but also for the welfare of both the

animals and the handler. As the demand for sustainable livestock management grows, understanding

the nuances of sheep herding dog training has become increasingly relevant for farmers, trainers, and

canine enthusiasts alike.

The Role of Sheep Herding Dogs in Modern Agriculture

Herding dogs have been integral to pastoral societies for centuries, assisting shepherds in guiding

flocks across vast terrains. Today, their role remains vital but has evolved with advancements in

animal husbandry and technology. Sheep herding dogs are selected for their innate herding instincts,

intelligence, and trainability. These canines can significantly reduce labor costs and improve the safety

of livestock by preventing straying and protecting the herd from predators.

The effectiveness of a herding dog depends largely on the quality and methodology of its training.

Sheep herding dog training is designed to harness a dog’s natural abilities while instilling obedience

and responsiveness to commands. Successful training ensures that the dog can work collaboratively

with the handler, responding to verbal cues, whistles, and body language.

Key Components of Effective Sheep Herding Dog Training

Training a sheep herding dog involves several stages, each targeting specific skills and behaviors. The

process typically begins with selecting the right breed, followed by socialization, basic obedience, and

advanced herding techniques.



Breed Selection and Instinct Assessment

Not all dogs possess the herding instinct crucial for sheep herding. Breeds such as Border Collies,

Australian Shepherds, and Kelpies are renowned for their strong herding drives and are often preferred

choices. Early assessment of a puppy’s natural inclination to herd is essential, as this determines the

intensity and focus of the training regimen.

Socialization and Basic Obedience

Before introducing herding tasks, dogs must be well-socialized and trained in basic obedience

commands like sit, stay, come, and heel. This foundation is critical to ensure that the dog remains

controllable and responsive in the dynamic environment of livestock herding. Early socialization also

helps prevent aggression or fearfulness around sheep and unfamiliar surroundings.

Introducing Livestock and Developing Herding Skills

Once basic obedience is established, trainers gradually introduce the dog to sheep in controlled

settings. Initial exposure focuses on familiarizing the dog with the flock, reducing anxiety, and

encouraging natural herding behavior. Trainers use positive reinforcement techniques to reward

desired actions such as gathering, driving, and penning sheep.

Advanced training involves teaching the dog specific commands to direct its movements precisely,

including “come by” to move clockwise and “away to me” for counterclockwise movement around the

flock. Whistle commands are also commonly integrated for long-distance control. Throughout this

phase, trainers monitor the dog’s reactions, adjusting the difficulty and environment to build confidence

and skill.



Training Techniques and Tools

Various training methodologies exist, ranging from traditional hands-on approaches to modern clicker

training. The choice of technique often depends on the trainer’s philosophy, the dog’s temperament,

and the training context.

Positive Reinforcement: Rewarding desired behaviors with treats, praise, or play to encourage

repetition.

Operant Conditioning: Using a system of rewards and corrections to shape behavior

systematically.

Whistle Commands: Utilizing distinct whistle patterns to communicate with dogs over long

distances.

Exposure and Desensitization: Gradually introducing dogs to new environments and livestock to

build comfort and reduce fear.

Equipment such as long leads, training collars, and agility obstacles may be used to simulate herding

scenarios and refine the dog’s skills. It is important, however, to avoid over-reliance on aversive tools,

which can cause stress and reduce the dog’s enthusiasm for work.

Challenges and Considerations in Training

Training sheep herding dogs is not without challenges. One significant difficulty lies in balancing the

dog’s natural instincts with the need for controlled and safe herding. Overly aggressive dogs may

stress or injure sheep, while under-motivated dogs might neglect their duties. Trainers must also be



attentive to individual differences in learning speed and temperament.

Environmental factors such as terrain, weather, and flock behavior further complicate training. For

example, herding on open pastures requires different techniques compared to confined spaces.

Additionally, trainers must consider the welfare of the sheep to prevent undue stress during training

sessions.

Comparative Analysis of Popular Herding Dog Breeds

Understanding breed-specific traits can inform training strategies and expectations. Border Collies,

often regarded as the premier herding breed, exhibit exceptional intelligence and responsiveness,

making them highly trainable but requiring mental stimulation. Australian Kelpies are known for their

endurance and work ethic, thriving in harsh environments but sometimes exhibiting independent

streaks.

In contrast, larger breeds like the Old English Sheepdog may excel in strength but lack the agility of

smaller herding breeds. Selecting a breed that aligns with the specific demands of the farm and the

trainer’s experience level is critical for effective sheep herding dog training.

Pros and Cons of Different Training Approaches

Positive Reinforcement:1.

Pros: Builds strong dog-handler bond, encourages voluntary participation, reduces stress.

Cons: Requires patience and consistency, slower results in some cases.



Traditional Correction-Based Training:2.

Pros: Can produce quick compliance, useful for dominant or stubborn dogs.

Cons: Risk of damaging dog’s confidence, potential ethical concerns.

Clicker Training:3.

Pros: Precise communication, effective for complex behaviors.

Cons: Requires trainer expertise and timing, may be less effective with some breeds.

Integrating Technology in Sheep Herding Dog Training

In recent years, technology has begun to influence sheep herding dog training. GPS tracking collars

allow handlers to monitor dogs’ movements and efficiency during herding sessions. Virtual training aids

and video tutorials are expanding access to expert knowledge, enabling remote learning.

Moreover, some farms are experimenting with automated herding systems that work alongside trained

dogs, blending traditional methods with innovation. While technology cannot replace the nuanced

decision-making of a skilled dog and handler team, it offers tools to enhance performance and safety.



Future Trends and Research Directions

Ongoing research into canine cognition and behavior continues to refine sheep herding dog training

methodologies. Studies on stress indicators in both dogs and sheep are informing more humane

practices. Genetic research is also exploring herding instincts, potentially enabling breeders and

trainers to better predict and cultivate desirable traits.

The integration of virtual reality and augmented reality in training simulations may emerge as next-

generation tools, providing risk-free environments to develop dog skills before field deployment.

---

Sheep herding dog training remains a dynamic and essential practice within agricultural communities

worldwide. Its success depends on a combination of breed selection, thoughtful training techniques,

and continuous adaptation to environmental and technological changes. For those dedicated to the

craft, it offers a rewarding partnership that enhances livestock management and preserves a rich

tradition of working with animals.
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2022-06-01 Think Like A Sheepdog Trainer looks at the ancient art of sheepdog training through the
lens of science-based learning theory and behavior analysis. It is designed to help you understand
how and why a method works and to give you the tools for setting up and evaluating training plans
and for approaching training problems in a logical, evidence-based manner. While there are good
sheepdog training books available, almost all of them assume the reader has a basic knowledge of
sheep and sheep behavior, the skill and experience to train a dog to do complex behaviors, the
ability to figure out training steps on their own, and a clear mental picture of what a properly
trained herding dog should look like. This book covers several topics that will help you become a
more successful sheepdog trainer. Here’s what you can expect: 1. We discuss in detail how to train,
manage and communicate with your dog before you take him to sheep. Without a proper relationship
and training foundation, working stock with your dog is extremely difficult. 2. We introduce you to
science-based learning theory and explain how it can be used to speed up and improve your ability
to train your dog. We demonstrate how to evaluate and analyze training techniques so you can
choose which ones work best for you and your dog. 3. We describe and discuss the physical and
mental traits a sheepdog trainer must cultivate to succeed. People aren’t born as excellent trainers;
training is a learned skill that must be practiced and refined. 4. We explain the behavior and
handling of sheep. Understanding and knowing how to properly control sheep is essential to your
journey in the world of sheepdog training. Many newcomers to herding have no previous experience
with sheep. We provide some basic sheep handling exercises to improve your ability to control
livestock. 5. We offer detailed lesson plans that break down training sessions into very small and
clearly explained steps that a novice handler can apply on her own. This should help you with
developing a daily lesson plan, a goal for that day’s lesson and a way to evaluate how you and your
dog are progressing. You will discover that having a training plan and metrics to evaluate that plan
will help you train faster and more efficiently. 6. Finally, we give you ways to think about training
problems and how to approach and solve them in a logical, evidence-based manner. Because people
have been training dogs and herding with dogs for many years, some of the methods described here
are similar to those found in other books and from other sources. We have chosen training
approaches that are widely used, least aversive and easily understood and implemented by an
inexperienced trainer. You will find our sources in the resources and recommended reading section
at the end of the book. Remember, sheepdog training is a lifelong journey. You will learn something
new with every dog you train and with every competition that you enter. We hope this book will help
make that journey a little easier. *This book focuses on training Border Collies for United States
Border Collie Handlers Association(USBCHA) type trials, but the information is applicable to all
herding breeds and herding venues.
  sheep herding dog training: Herding Dogs Vergil S. Holland, 2007-08-27 Herding Dogs:
Progressive Training is the only book of its kind to guide the owner toward training the complete
herding dog. Whether you are involved in farming or ranching, or simply want to explore your
herding dog's heritage, you will find a wealth of information here. For those with competitive goals,
Herding Dogs will enhance your knowledge with a philosophy that has the dog's individual breed
and personality as the central focus. Vergil S. Holland teaches the handler to understand the dog's
reactions before beginning this progressive training. Whether it is your dog's first exposure to stock
or your older dog with a new problem, you, as a handler, will find solutions to each problem and
sound advice on each phase of training. Special chapters on different personalities of the various
herding breeds, with training modifications tailored to these differences, make it possible for you
and your dog as a team to reach your maximum potential. Herding commands and terms are
thoroughly covered, as are those of basic Obedience for the stock dog. Working various kinds of
stock-sheep, cattle and ducks-is covered to meet the needs of every stock dog owner. Detailed
diagrams and concept maps throughout the book highlight the individualized training methods for
each type of dog and stock. A Howell Dog Book of Distinction
  sheep herding dog training: The 10-Minute Dog Training Games Kyra Sundance,
2011-10-01 In 10-Minute Dog Training Games, renowned trainer and internationally best-selling



author of 101 Dog Tricks, Kyra Sundance, gives you step-by-step, photo-illustrated instructions to do
86 simple learning games with your dog using a variety of props. They will be the highlight of the
day for both you and your dog! Short, fun sessions are ideal for a dog, especially when they end with
success! Each 10-minute game will boost your dog's intelligence as his or her brain is challenged
with new behaviors. Kyra Sundance teaches how to use positive, reward-based techniques that
foster an anxiety-free environment where your dog is an eager and willing participant. Simple
instructions and photos take the guesswork out of training, while tips and equipment suggestions
answer your questions. Using both specialized props and things around the house, help your dog
build: Confidence (Weenie Bobbing, Tunnel, Hoop Jump, Platform Jump, and more) Mental Focus
(Memory Game, Treasure Hunt, Massage, Dog Yoga, and more) Coordination (Ladder Work, Seesaw,
Wobble Board, Jumping Figure-8s, and more) Strength (Tug, Assisted Upright Walking, Sit High, and
more) Direction-Following Skills (Roll out the Carpet, Soap Bubble Chasing, Paintbrush Painting,
and more) Enjoy special time with your dog every day with this dynamic, engaging curriculum! Also
by Kyra Sundance, learn to do even more with your dog with: 101 Dog Tricks; The Dog Tricks and
Training Workbook; 51 Puppy Tricks; 101 Dog Tricks, Kids Edition; Dog Training 101; The Pocket
Guide to Dog Tricks; Kyra’s Canine Conditioning; and The Joy of Dog Training.
  sheep herding dog training: Dog Training in 10 Minutes a Day Kyra Sundance, 2017-06-15
Kyra Sundance explains short, fun dog training sessions that end in success and are ideal for dog
training.
  sheep herding dog training: Working Sheep Dogs Tully Williams, 2007 Provides a detailed
and comprehensive discussion of the principles behind the training of working dogs. Australian
author.
  sheep herding dog training: Training and Working Dogs for Quiet Confident Control of
Stock Scott Lithgow, 1991 New edition of a popular guide to training working dogs which first
appeared in 1987 and has been widely acclaimed for both its utility and its comprehensive coverage.
The author has had over forty years' experience handling stock in the Australian outback and has
frequently appeared on ABC television. Contains many illustrations, a bibliography and an index.
  sheep herding dog training: Dog Training Lisa Tenzin-Dolman, 2020-07-28 This easy to
follow guidebook explains how you can train your dog using kind, reward-based methods that help
you to create mutually strong, enduring bonds of trust and affection. ‘The Essential Guide to Dog
Training’ explains why positive reinforcement works much better than the outdated, scientifically
disproved harsh methods and takes you step by step through the important elements of training that
ensure your dog will be a pleasure to live with. The chapters take you through how to make training
sessions fun and interesting for you and your dog. You will discover how to help your dog to develop
social skills and good manners, to greet people and other dogs politely and to learn instant recall.
You will find out how to interpret your dog’s complex system of body language, and learn how you
can use your body language to communicate effectively with your dog.The book also explores the
special talents of various dog breeds and gives information about how you can devise games that will
keep your dog happy and mentally alert.
  sheep herding dog training: The Dog Owner’s Guide to Exercise and Enrichment Helen Beal,
The bond between humans and dogs is one of the most profound and enriching relationships in the
animal kingdom. Our canine companions bring immeasurable joy, loyalty, and unconditional love
into our lives. It is our responsibility as owners to provide them with the best possible care, which
extends far beyond basic needs like food, water, and shelter. Imagine your dog's world, full of
endless possibilities and opportunities for exploration. Beyond the daily walk, there exists a vibrant
world of activities, games, and mental challenges that can unlock their full potential and bring
immense joy to their lives. From agility training and interactive puzzle toys to scent work and
hide-and-seek games, the possibilities are endless. This book is your guide to navigating this exciting
world of enrichment and exercise. It is designed to empower dog owners to create a fulfilling and
stimulating life for their canine companions, enhancing their overall well-being and deepening the
human-dog bond. We will delve into the science behind enrichment, exploring its psychological and



behavioral benefits for dogs. You'll learn how to assess your dog's individual needs based on their
breed, age, and personality, creating a balanced routine that caters to their unique desires. From
exploring outdoor adventures and participating in canine sports to teaching new tricks and creating
enriching home environments, this guide provides practical tips and actionable steps for every dog
owner, regardless of their experience level. So, let's embark on this journey together. Turn the page
and discover a world of enriching activities that will transform your dog's life, strengthening your
bond, and creating a lifetime of happy memories.
  sheep herding dog training: Handbook of Applied Dog Behavior and Training,
Adaptation and Learning Steven R. Lindsay, 2013-04-29 Twenty-five years of study and
experience went into the making of this one-of-a-kind reference. Veterinarians, animal scientists, dog
owners, trainers, consultants, and counsellors will find this book a benchmark reference and
handbook concerning positive, humane management and control of dogs. Reflecting the author's
extensive work with dogs, this book promises thorough explanations of topics, and proven
behavioural strategies that have been designed, tested, and used by the author. More than 50
figures and tables illustrate this unique and significant contribution to dog behaviour, training, and
learning.
  sheep herding dog training: How To Pick The Perfect Puppy Linda Whitwam, This book is
an absolute must for anyone thinking of getting a puppy. Canine author Linda Whitwam provides a
step-by-step guide to selecting the unique puppy most likely to fit in with you and your family. This
latest book in the acclaimed Canine Handbooks series steers anyone thinking of getting a puppy or
rescue dog around the many pitfalls and arms them with the expert knowledge to select the one
puppy which is right for them. Written in an easy-to-understand manner, this 224-page manual is
packed full of invaluable information you won’t find elsewhere and makes a great gift. It includes:
The insider’s guide to the 25 most popular breeds registered with the Kennel Clubs – and one that
isn’tChoosing a crossbreed or mixed breedSuitable breeds and crossbreeds for allergy
sufferersCurrent health issues with various pure breedsHow to find a good breeder – and the right
questions to askHow to reduce the risk of buying a puppy with health problemsHow to pick the
puppy with the temperament and energy levels to suit youThe book is full of tips on what to do
before and after you bring your new arrival home, covering:Puppy proofing your homeA checklist of
things you’ll need before your pup arrivesBringing your puppy homeFeeding schedules, charts and
types of food, including a raw dietHousetraining and crate trainingBasic obedience and collar and
lead trainingPuppy bitingSpaying, neutering and vaccinationsGetting a puppy from a rescue
centreThe signs of a healthy puppyHow to spot if your puppy is unwellOne of the main reasons
puppies are given away or end up in rescue centres is owners’ unrealistic expectations of their dog.
Pick the puppy that’s right for you and look forward to a decade or more of happiness with the
perfect companion – who turned out to be all that you'd hoped for. Reviews for How To Pick The
Perfect Puppy: “This book is not just another handbook, more an owner's manual for choosing the
right furry addition to the family Breeds and cross-breeds are discussed at length, helping you
choose the right temperament, size and exercise requirements for your pooch, including advice for
those with allergies to choose a pup with a coat to suit. Also choosing a rescue pup or dog is covered
too with sensitive insight into the extra requirements they may need for helping them settle.
Feeding, positive training tips and advice on helping your new furry settle into your environment
along with lovely pics make this a good read,” J. C. VICKERMAN, YORKSHIRE, UK “Extremely
helpful and informative. Planning to purchase a puppy soon and will continue to use the guidance
given,” HEATHER FISHER, UK “What a great resource for those considering acquiring a family pet.
It contains lots of practical information and tips. I have owned dogs as pets all my life and I learned
a lot from this book. I have 14 year old dog now who has had separation anxiety issues and I wish I
had this book when she was young. It will, unfortunately, not be long until she is no longer with us
(still healthy, but showing her age) and I will definitely rely on this book when it is time to bring a
new puppy into the house. I would highly recommend this to anyone thinking about choosing a
family pet, N. CLARK, USA “I bought this book for my son who is considering buying a puppy. I



made the mistake of flicking through it before I gave it to him. I just couldn't put it down, so now it
looks as though it's been read from cover to cover, which it has! Linda Whitwam writes in the most
down to earth, readable fashion and the book is packed full of really useful information. She outlines
the pros and cons of all the most common breeds and even the crossbreeds and mixed breeds. And
when you've decided upon your puppy there's loads of advice on how to look after and train it,” S. E.
KAYE, UK
  sheep herding dog training: Genealogy of Obedience Justyna Wlodarczyk, 2018-08-27 In
Genealogy of Obedience Justyna Włodarczyk provides a long overdue look at the history of
companion dog training methods in North America since the mid-nineteenth century, when the
market of popular training handbooks emerged. Włodarczyk argues that changes in the functions
and goals of dog training are entangled in bigger cultural discourses; with a particular focus on how
animal training has served as a field for playing out anxieties related to race, class and gender in
North America. By applying a Foucauldian genealogical perspective, the book shows how changes in
training methods correlate with shifts in dominant regimes of power. It traces the rise and fall of
obedience as a category for conceptualizing relationships with dogs.
  sheep herding dog training: Audio-visuals Relating to Animal Care, Use, and Welfare
Jean A. Larson, 2000
  sheep herding dog training: The Domestic Dog Brian Vesey-FitzGerald, 2023-10-09 First
published in 1957, The Domestic Dog is the introduction to the history of man’s best friend, with
special reference to Great Britain. After discussing the natural history of the Canidae and the
possible sources of domestication, Mr. Vesey-FitzGerald surveys the career of the domestic dog from
its beginnings in pre-historic times through to its present position as household companion and pet.
He pays particular attention to the early literature of the dog and, even more particularly, to
representations of the dog by the great artists of the world, since he believes that much of the
history of the individual breeds can be traced in this way. He discusses the part played by the dog in
war, in sport, and in the day-to-day occupations of man. He traces the development of breeding for
Show and the growth of the Dog Show from the local rivalry of a few enthusiasts to a vast and
complicated business, and considers the effect of breeding for Show on the dog as an animal.
Finally, he discusses the most controversial subject, the classification of the domestic dog, and gives
brief histories and descriptions of the various breeds. This book will be of interest to students of
history, veterinary science as well as to anyone with a love for dogs.
  sheep herding dog training: Complete Writer Writing with Ease Level 3 Workbook Susan
Wise Bauer, 2009-10-13 These workbooks provide lessons, student worksheets, and teacher
instructions for every day of writing instruction. Each covers one year of study. Used along with
Writing with Ease, the workbooks complete the elementary-grade writing curriculum. Level Three is
the third of a planned four-volume set to accompany Writing with Ease.
  sheep herding dog training: Get the Ball Rolling: A Step by Step Guide to Training for
Treibball Dianna Stearns, 2013 Bring out your dog's inner herder with this growing dog sport from
Germany. Combining elements of herding, soccer and obedience, both human and dog gets mental
stimulation and physical exercise. Contains step-by-step training protocols and no-force methods.
  sheep herding dog training: Australian Shepherds Caroline Coile Ph.D., 2009-06-01 Discover
expert advice about owning an Australian Shepherd, also known as an Aussie, so it lives a happy and
healthy life. This title, along with all books in the comprehensive and popular B.E.S. Complete Pet
Owner's Manuals series, provides advice on feeding, health care, housing, and all other important
aspects of responsible pet ownership. Each title in the series is individually written from first page to
last by a pet trainer, veterinarian, or other pet-care specialist. All Complete Pet Owner's Manuals are
filled with high-quality photos and instructive line art.
  sheep herding dog training: Sheepdog Training and Trials Nij Vyas, 2012-10-01 This
comprehensive book describes innovative ways of training sheepdogs and addresses a number of
subjects that have not been adequately covered in previous publications; such as working with
sensitive dogs and dogs lacking in confidence, the 'square movement', and the 'concept of opposites'.



Written by an acknowledged expert, Sheep Dog Training and Trials discusses in a variety of settings
new concepts such as the author's theory of 'passive resistance' and the 'pressure on-off technique'.
In addition, the author considers ways of optimizing a dog's health, energy, fitness and peak
performance. This fascinating book presents contributions from four world-renowned handlers,
including the twice world champion, Aled Owen, which examine the factors that have influenced
them and made them successful.
  sheep herding dog training: Motivate Me!, Lynette Renda Lynette Renda, 2016-04-25 Let
Lynette Renda and 100 of her guests from the podcast Motivate Me! motivate you into living a life
that is more exciting, more meaningful. One in which you incorporate a passion that makes you
WANT to wake up in the morning. Read the histories of her guests, learn about the tools and
techniques they utilized, and then get instruction on how to Envision, Explore, and Execute plans of
your own.
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