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Fall River Massachusetts History: A Journey Through Time

fall river massachusetts history is a fascinating tale of transformation, resilience, and
industrial prowess. Nestled in Bristol County, this vibrant city has roots that stretch back to
the early colonial period and has played a significant role in America's industrial revolution.
Exploring the history of Fall River offers unique insights into the evolution of New England’s
textile industry, immigrant communities, and urban development. Whether you're a history
buff or simply curious about this Massachusetts gem, understanding Fall River’s past
enriches any visit or study of the region.

The Early Days: From Native Lands to Colonial
Settlement

Before becoming the industrial powerhouse it's known for, the area now called Fall River
was originally inhabited by the Wampanoag people. These indigenous communities thrived
along the Taunton River, which was then known as the "Fall River" due to the series of
small waterfalls and rapids that characterize the area. The river itself played a crucial role
in shaping the city’s identity and economy.

In the 17th century, European settlers arrived, and the region was initially part of the town
of Tiverton in the Plymouth Colony. The land was primarily rural, with early settlers
engaging in farming and small-scale fishing. The name “Fall River” eventually became
synonymous with the city when it was officially incorporated in 1803, reflecting the natural
waterfalls that had long defined the area.

The Rise of the Textile Industry

Industrial Revolution and Economic Boom

Fall River Massachusetts history is deeply intertwined with the rise of the textile industry
during the 19th century. The city became one of the leading centers for cotton textile
manufacturing in the United States, earning the nickname “Spindle City.” The abundant
water power provided by the Quequechan River was harnessed to run mills that produced
textiles on an unprecedented scale.

By the mid-1800s, Fall River was dotted with large textile mills, many constructed from
native granite, which gave the city a distinctive architectural character. The industry
attracted waves of workers, including immigrants from Ireland, Portugal, and French
Canada, who brought with them rich cultural traditions that still influence the city today.



Impact on Community and Urban Growth

The booming textile industry not only shaped Fall River’'s economy but also its social fabric.
Mill villages sprang up around factories, creating tight-knit communities centered on labor
and family life. The city’s population exploded as job seekers flooded in, making Fall River
one of Massachusetts’ largest cities by the late 19th century.

This growth spurred developments in infrastructure, education, and public services.
Schools, churches, and civic institutions were established to support the burgeoning
population, many of which still stand as historic landmarks. Fall River’s story during this era
is a classic example of industrialization driving urbanization and cultural diversity.

Immigration and Cultural Heritage

Immigration played a pivotal role in shaping Fall River’s identity. Irish immigrants arrived in
large numbers during the mid-1800s, fleeing famine and seeking work in the mills. Later,
Portuguese immigrants, particularly from the Azores and Madeira, made the city their
home, contributing to Fall River’s unique cultural mosaic.

The city’s neighborhoods reflect this rich heritage, with vibrant festivals, cuisine, and
traditions rooted in immigrant experiences. The Portuguese community, for instance, still
celebrates the annual Feast of the Holy Ghost, a colorful event that draws visitors from
across the region.

The Role of Religion and Social Organizations

Religious institutions were central to immigrant life in Fall River. Catholic churches like St.
Anne’s and Our Lady of Mt. Carmel served as spiritual and social hubs, helping newcomers
navigate the challenges of assimilation. Social clubs and mutual aid societies also
flourished, providing support networks that reinforced community bonds.

These cultural institutions have preserved the city’s history and continue to contribute to
Fall River’'s vibrant community atmosphere today.

Challenges and Transformation in the 20th
Century

Decline of the Textile Industry

Despite its early success, Fall River’s textile industry faced significant challenges in the
20th century. Technological advancements, competition from the Southern states, and



changing economic conditions led to the gradual decline of the mills. Many factories closed
their doors by the mid-1900s, resulting in job losses and economic hardship for the city.

This period marked a turning point in Fall River Massachusetts history, as the city grappled
with deindustrialization and sought new paths for economic revitalization.

Urban Renewal and Preservation Efforts

In response to these challenges, Fall River undertook efforts to reinvent itself. Urban
renewal projects aimed to modernize infrastructure and attract new industries. At the same
time, preservationists worked to safeguard the city’s historic mills and architectural
landmarks, recognizing their importance to Fall River’s heritage.

Today, several former mills have been converted into museums, office spaces, and
residential lofts, blending the city’s industrial past with contemporary uses. The Fall River
Heritage State Park offers visitors a glimpse into this rich history, featuring exhibits and
walking trails along the waterfront.

Modern-Day Fall River: Embracing Its Past While
Looking Forward

Fall River continues to evolve, balancing its historical legacy with efforts to foster economic
growth and community development. The city’s diverse population, cultural festivals, and
historic sites make it a unique destination in Massachusetts.

For those interested in exploring Fall River Massachusetts history, landmarks such as the
Lizzie Borden House, Battleship Cove, and the old textile mills provide engaging
experiences. Meanwhile, local museums and historical societies offer educational programs
that deepen understanding of the city’s industrial roots and immigrant stories.

Tips for Exploring Fall River’s Historical Sites

* Plan a visit to Battleship Cove: Home to the USS Massachusetts, this maritime
museum offers a fascinating look at naval history alongside the city’s industrial past.

e Take a guided tour of the Lizzie Borden House: Known for its infamous 1892
murders, the house adds a layer of intrigue to the city’s history.

* Explore Fall River Heritage State Park: This park showcases the city’s mill history
with interactive exhibits and scenic views.

e Attend local cultural festivals: Events like the Portuguese Feast of the Holy Ghost
provide a vibrant glimpse into the city’s immigrant heritage.



Understanding Fall River Massachusetts history is more than just learning about dates and
events; it's about appreciating the stories of the people who built, shaped, and continue to
enrich this remarkable city. Whether you’re wandering through historic mill buildings or
chatting with locals about their family roots, the spirit of Fall River’s past is always close at
hand.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the name 'Fall River' in
Massachusetts?

The name 'Fall River' comes from the Quequechan River, which means 'Falling River' in the
Wampanoag language, referring to the waterfalls that powered early mills in the area.

When was Fall River, Massachusetts officially
incorporated?

Fall River was officially incorporated as a town in 1803 and later as a city in 1854.

What role did Fall River play during the Industrial
Revolution?

Fall River became a major center for textile manufacturing during the Industrial Revolution,
known especially for its cotton mills and being one of the leading textile producers in the
United States.

What is the significance of the Lizzie Borden case in Fall
River history?

The Lizzie Borden case is one of Fall River's most notorious historical events; in 1892, Lizzie
Borden was accused and later acquitted of the axe murders of her father and stepmother, a
case that remains famous in American criminal history.

How did the geography of Fall River contribute to its
industrial development?

Fall River's location along the Quequechan River and Mount Hope Bay provided ample
water power and access to shipping routes, which were crucial for the development of its
textile mills and export of goods.

What is the importance of the Fall River Line in the



city's history?

The Fall River Line was a famous passenger steamship line connecting Fall River to New
York City, playing a vital role in commerce and transportation from the mid-19th century
through the early 20th century.

How did immigration shape the cultural history of Fall
River?

In the 19th and early 20th centuries, Fall River attracted large numbers of immigrants,
particularly from Portugal, France, and Ireland, who worked in the mills and contributed to
the city's diverse cultural heritage.

What historic sites in Fall River reflect its industrial
past?

Historic sites such as the Old Colony Historical Society, the Fall River Heritage State Park,
and preserved mill buildings like the Durfee Mills showcase Fall River's rich industrial and
cultural history.

Additional Resources

Fall River Massachusetts History: A Detailed Exploration of Its Industrial Legacy and Cultural
Evolution

fall river massachusetts history is a compelling narrative of transformation, resilience,
and industrial prowess. Nestled in Bristol County along the eastern shore of Mount Hope
Bay, Fall River has been a pivotal player in America’s industrial revolution and continues to
maintain a rich cultural and historical identity. Understanding Fall River’'s past provides
essential insights into the social, economic, and architectural fabric that shaped not only
the city but also the broader New England region.

Origins and Early Settlement

The history of Fall River Massachusetts begins in the 17th century, initially inhabited by the
Wampanoag people before European settlers arrived. The area was originally part of the
Plymouth Colony and was called "Freetown" and later "Troy." It was not until 1803 that the
name Fall River was officially adopted, inspired by the city’s prominent Quequechan River
whose waterfalls played a crucial role in the city’s industrial development.

Early settlers were primarily agrarian, but the natural waterfalls on the Quequechan River
soon attracted entrepreneurs who recognized the potential for water-powered mills. The
river’'s abundant energy source laid the groundwork for Fall River’s transformation into a
major textile manufacturing hub during the 19th century.



The Rise of the Textile Industry

Industrial Boom in the 19th Century

Fall River's most defining era is undoubtedly its rise as an industrial powerhouse during the
1800s. By the mid-19th century, the city had become the leading textile manufacturing
center in the United States, often rivaling Lowell and Lawrence in Massachusetts. The
abundance of water power from the Quequechan River, combined with innovative mill
technology and the arrival of a workforce that included immigrants from Ireland, Portugal,
and French Canada, fueled this rapid industrial expansion.

The city’s economy revolved around cotton mills producing vast quantities of cloth, and by
the 1870s, Fall River boasted more textile mills than any other city in the country. The
architecture of the city reflects this history, with numerous brick mill buildings and worker
housing complexes still standing as historical landmarks.

Labor and Social Dynamics

The textile industry’s growth was accompanied by complex social changes. Fall River’'s mill
workers often endured harsh working conditions, long hours, and low wages. Labor unrest
was common, culminating in strikes and union organization efforts throughout the late 19th
and early 20th centuries. These labor movements contributed to the broader American
labor reform narrative and highlighted the struggles of immigrant working-class
communities.

Economic Shifts and Challenges in the 20th
Century

The 20th century brought both prosperity and significant challenges to Fall River. The city’s
dependence on textile manufacturing became a double-edged sword. While initially
generating wealth and growth, the decline of the American textile industry due to
competition from the southern United States and overseas markets led to economic
downturns.

By the mid-1900s, many mills closed or relocated, resulting in job losses and economic
stagnation. The city faced urban decay, population decline, and social challenges. Efforts to
diversify the economy included investments in manufacturing sectors beyond textiles, but
the transition was difficult and slow.

Preservation and Revitalization Efforts



In recent decades, there has been a renewed interest in preserving Fall River’s historical
architecture and celebrating its cultural heritage. The Fall River Heritage State Park and the
Battleship Cove museum are prominent examples that attract tourism and educational
initiatives. The city’s historic mills have been repurposed into residential lofts, office spaces,
and cultural centers, signifying a shift toward revitalization grounded in its industrial past.

Fall River’s Cultural Landscape and
Demographics

Fall River Massachusetts history is not only defined by industry but also by the rich cultural
mosaic of its population. Waves of immigration have left a lasting imprint on the city’s
social fabric. Portuguese Americans, in particular, represent a significant and vibrant
community, celebrated through festivals such as the Feast of the Blessed Sacrament—the
largest Portuguese cultural festival in the United States.

The city’s demographic shifts over time reflect broader trends in immigrant settlement,
labor migration, and urban change in New England. These cultural influences have shaped

local cuisine, religious institutions, and community life, adding layers of complexity to Fall
River’s identity.

Architectural Landmarks

Fall River is home to several architectural landmarks that represent its historical
significance:

* The Old Colony Historical Society: A repository of the city’s history, featuring
archives and exhibits on Fall River’s industrial and cultural past.

e St. Anne’s Church: An iconic example of Roman Catholic architecture serving the
city’s immigrant populations.

e The Fall River Iron Works: Once a major industrial site, now a symbol of the city’s
manufacturing heritage.

e Historic Mill Buildings: Repurposed structures offering a glimpse into 19th-century
textile production.

Comparative Insights: Fall River and Other New
England Industrial Cities

When comparing Fall River Massachusetts history with other New England industrial centers



such as Lowell and Lawrence, distinct differences and similarities emerge. While Lowell was
known for pioneering planned industrial cities and early female labor forces, Fall River’s
identity is more closely tied to its Portuguese immigrant community and its scale as the
largest cotton textile producer by the late 19th century.

Unlike cities that managed to diversify their economies earlier, Fall River’s prolonged
dependence on textiles contributed to a deeper economic decline post-industrialization.
However, like many former mill towns, it harnesses its historic assets to promote tourism
and community revitalization.

Environmental Impact of Industrialization

The extensive industrial activity in Fall River also brought environmental challenges. The
Quequechan River, once a vital source of power for mills, suffered from pollution due to
industrial waste. Over time, efforts have been made to rehabilitate the river and improve
local environmental conditions, reflecting a growing awareness of sustainable urban
development.

Modern-Day Fall River: Balancing Heritage and
Progress

Today, Fall River is a city at the crossroads of honoring its past and embracing future
opportunities. The historical narrative of fall river massachusetts history continues to
influence urban planning, educational curricula, and civic pride. The city’s strategic
location, along with initiatives to attract new businesses and improve infrastructure, aims to
revitalize the local economy while preserving the unique character forged through centuries
of industrial and cultural evolution.

The interplay between maintaining historical authenticity and fostering innovation presents
both opportunities and challenges. Fall River’s story exemplifies the complex journey of
many post-industrial American cities seeking sustainable growth in the 21st century.

Fall River Massachusetts History
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fall river massachusetts history: History of Fall River, Massachusetts (Classic Reprint)
Henry M. Fenner, 2015-08-04 Excerpt from History of Fall River, Massachusetts The observance of
the one hundredth anniversary of the beginning of cotton manufacturing in Fall River has seemed to
the Merchants Association a fitting occasion for the publication of a concise history of the
community. Its historical committee has therefore prepared the pages which follow, in the hope of
making the history of the city better known by its citizens and the thousands of visitors within its
gates, as well as by many others to whom copies may be sent by friends. The book has been
prepared and published in less than two months, and has of necessity been made brief. A strong
effort has, however, been made to secure accuracy, and to include all the principal facts in
connection with the city's development. The original spelling of names has been retained in many
cases, and incidents of interest have in some instances been interwoven. The committee hopes that
its work may be the basis of a more extensive history of Fall River. The story of its growth is an
inspiration to greater things, and deserves to be more generally known. About the Publisher
Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten
Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original
format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the
original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair
the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left
to preserve the state of such historical works.

fall river massachusetts history: HIST OF FALL RIVER Henry M. (Henry Milne) 1879 Fenner,
Benjamin Buffinton, 2016-08-26 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally
important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced
from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will
see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in
our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the
public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States,
you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright
on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or
blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is
important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We
appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

fall river massachusetts history: History of Fall River, Massachusetts Henry Milne
Fenner, 2018-10-13 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is
part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the
United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy
and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the
work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved,
reproduced, and made generally available to the public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this
work has been proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original
graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your support of the
preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and
relevant.

fall river massachusetts history: History of Fall River, Massachusetts Henry M 1879- Fenner,
2015-08-22 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact,
and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright
references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries
around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United



States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and
distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As
a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures,
errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of
the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive
and relevant.

fall river massachusetts history: History of Bristol County, Massachusetts Duane
Hamilton Hurd, 1883

fall river massachusetts history: History of Fall River, Massachusetts Henry M. Fenner,
2020-04-20 This book has been considered by academicians and scholars of great significance and
value to literature. This forms a part of the knowledge base for future generations. So that the book
is never forgotten we have represented this book in a print format as the same form as it was
originally first published. Hence any marks or annotations seen are left intentionally to preserve its
true nature.

fall river massachusetts history: The New England Historical and Genealogical Register,
1867 Beginning in 1924, Proceedings are incorporated into the Apr. number.

fall river massachusetts history: History of Fall River, 1996-11-01

fall river massachusetts history: The Borden Murders Sarah Miller, 2016-01-12 With murder,
court battles, and sensational newspaper headlines, the story of Lizzie Borden is compulsively
readable and perfect for the Common Core. Lizzie Borden took an axe, gave her mother forty
whacks. When she saw what she had done, she gave her father forty-one. In a compelling, linear
narrative, Miller takes readers along as she investigates a brutal crime: the August 4, 1892, murders
of wealthy and prominent Andrew and Abby Borden. The accused? Mild-mannered and highly
respected Lizzie Borden, daughter of Andrew and stepdaughter of Abby. Most of what is known
about Lizzie’s arrest and subsequent trial (and acquittal) comes from sensationalized newspaper
reports; as Miller sorts fact from fiction, and as a legal battle gets under way, a gripping portrait of a
woman and a town emerges. With inserts featuring period photos and newspaper clippings—and,
yes, images from the murder scene—readers will devour this nonfiction book that reads like fiction.
A School Library Journal Best Best Book of the Year Sure to be a hit with true crime fans
everywhere. —School Library Journal, Starred

fall river massachusetts history: Der Fall Lizzie Borden Daniela Mattes, 2017-12-06 Der
Fall von Lizzie Borden ist einer der berihmtesten Doppelmorde in der amerikanischen Geschichte,
der die Amerikaner auch heute noch beschaftigt. Am 4. August 1892 werden der schwerreiche
Fabrikant Andrew Borden sowie seine zweite Frau Abby Borden mit mehreren Axthieben bestialisch
ermordet. Aulser der jungsten Tochter Lizzie und der Dienstmagd Bridget war zum Tatzeitpunkt
niemand im Haus. Doch angeblich hat keine der beiden etwas gesehen oder gehort. Lizzie Borden
wird schliefSlich der Prozess gemacht, doch sie wird aus Mangel an Beweisen freigesprochen. Zu
Recht? War sie es? Hat sie den perfekten Mord begangen? Oder war sie es nicht? Aber wer war es
dann? Viele Verdachtige, zwielichtige Zeugen, schlampige Polizeiarbeit und die Missachtung
ublicher juristischer Verfahrensweisen geben dem Fall zusatzlich einen seltsamen Anstrich. Was ist
damals in Fall River, Massachusetts wirklich geschehen? Das Buch versucht, den Fall umfassend
darzustellen und Losungen dafur anzubieten, was sich damals zugetragen hat. Folgen Sie der
Autorin auf der faszinierenden Spurensuche eines der beruhmtesten Falle der Kriminalgeschichte.

fall river massachusetts history: THE NEW ENGLAND HISTORICAL & GENEALOGICAL
REGISTER, PUBLISHED QUARTERLY, UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE NEW ENGLAND
HISTORIC-GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY. FOR THE YEAR 1867. VOLUME XXI. ellas nason, 1867

fall river massachusetts history: A History of New England R. H. Howard, Henry E.
Crocker, 1879

fall river massachusetts history: Fall River Revisited Stefani Koorey, Fall River History
Club, 2012 Founded in 1803, Fall River changed its name the following year to Troy, after a resident



visiting Troy, New York, enjoyed the city. In 1834, the name was officially changed back to Fall
River. The city s motto, We 1l Try, originates from the determination of its residents to rebuild the
city following a devastating fire in 1843. The fire resulted in 20 acres in the center of the village
being destroyed, including 196 buildings, and 1,334 people were displaced from their homes. Once
the capital of cotton textile manufacturing in the United States, by 1910, Fall River boasted 43
corporations, 222 mills, and 3.8 million spindles, producing two miles of cloth every minute of every
working day in the year. The workforce was comprised of immigrants from Ireland, England,
Scotland, Canada, the Azores, and, to a lesser extent, Poland, Italy, Greece, Russia, and Lebanon.

fall river massachusetts history: Fall River, Massachusetts Patricia Tracy, University of
Massachusetts at Amherst. History 186, 1973

fall river massachusetts history: Writings on American History, 1964

fall river massachusetts history: Genealogist's Address Book. 6th Edition Elizabeth Petty
Bentley, 2009-02 This book is the answer to the perennial question, What's out there in the world of
genealogy? What organizations, institutions, special resources, and websites can help me? Where do
I write or phone or send e-mail? Once again, Elizabeth Bentley's Address Book answers these
questions and more. Now in its 6th edition, The Genealogist's Address Book gives you access to all
the key sources of genealogical information, providing names, addresses, phone numbers, fax
numbers, e-mail addresses, websites, names of contact persons, and other pertinent information for
more than 27,000 organizations, including libraries, archives, societies, government agencies, vital
records offices, professional bodies, publications, research centers, and special interest groups.

fall river massachusetts history: Elizabeth Buffum Chace and Lillie Chace Wyman
Elizabeth C. Stevens, 2003-01-01 At her death she was hailed as the conscience of Rhode Island:
Elizabeth Buffum Chace's life (1806-1899) of public activism spanned sixty years. Having fought to
abolish slavery in the years before the Civil War, Chace spearheaded the drive for women's suffrage
in Rhode Island in the last decades of the 19th century. She was an associate of radical activists
William Lloyd Garrison and Lucy Stone and she advocated for the rights of women and children
toiling in her husband's factories. Her daughter--one of ten children--Lillie Chace Wyman
(1847-1929), was an activist-writer and published short stories on social issues in Atlantic Monthly
and other periodicals. An outspoken advocate of racial equality, Wyman kept the legacy of the
radical antislavery movement of her mother's generation alive into the twentieth century. Since
neither Chace nor Wyman left behind a collection of personal papers, this mother-daughter
biography is the product of Stevens' extensive research into public and private archives to locate
documents that illuminate the lives of these two remarkable women. By looking at 19th century
American women's history through the lens of this activist pair, Stevens reveals some of the
connections between the public and private lives of activists and examines a relationship that was at
once nurturing, confining, stifling and enriching.

fall river massachusetts history: Normalites Kelly Ann Kolodny, 2014-04-01 Normalites: The
First Professionally Prepared Teachers in the United States is a new original work which explores
the experiences of three women, Lydia Stow, Mary Swift and Louisa Harris, who were pioneers in
the movement in teacher education as members of the first class of the nation's first state normal
school established in Lexington, Massachusetts in 1839. The book is biographical, offering new
insights derived from exceptional research into the development of the normal school movement
from the perspectives of the students. While studies have provided analysis of the movement as a
whole, as well as some of the leaders of the initiative, such as Horace Mann and Henry Barnard,
there is a lack of rich, published information about the first groups of students. Understanding their
accounts and experiences, however, provides a critical foreground to comprehending not only the
complexity of the nineteenth century normal school movement but, more broadly, educational
reform during this period. Arranged chronologically and in four parts, this book explores the
experiences of Lydia Stow, Mary Swift and Louisa Harris during their normal school studies, their
entrance into the world and commencement of their careers, the transitions in their personal and
professional lives, and the building of their life work. Throughout these periods, their formal




educational experiences, as well as broader moments of transformation, are considered and how life
paths were shaped. This book will be of interest to undergraduate and graduate students and faculty
connected to teacher preparation programs. More than 100,000 students are currently awarded
baccalaureate degrees each year in Education. Over 80,000 of these students are women. Their
experiences are rooted in the pioneering efforts of Lydia Stow, Mary Swift, and Louisa Harris at our
nation's first state normal school. It is a particularly fitting time to share their experiences as the
175th anniversary of the start of formal, state sponsored teacher education, the normal school
movement, will be celebrated in 2014.
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conditions, firefighter says (21d) Fall River Mayor Paul Coogan said a $2 million renovation
project is planned to improve the firehouse. It's scheduled to begin in five months. "There's
remediation plans for all kinds of asbestos work
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Relatives say Massachusetts assisted-living blaze gutted a tough community (WBUR2mon)
Gabriel House had seen better days, but for residents and their families it was the center of a caring
community. The 100-unit assisted-living facility that burned Sunday night, killing nine people,
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