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the challenge of cultural relativism james rachels is a fascinating topic that has sparked debates in
philosophy, ethics, and anthropology for decades. James Rachels, a prominent philosopher, critically examined
cultural relativism, exposing its strengths and weaknesses, while offering a nuanced perspective on how we
might navigate the complexities of moral diversity across cultures. If you've ever wondered whether morality
is absolute or entirely shaped by cultural norms, Rachels’ insights provide a compelling framework to
understand this ongoing philosophical challenge.

Understanding Cultural Relativism

Cultural relativism is the idea that what is considered morally right or wrong depends on the cultural
context. Different societies have different moral codes, and according to cultural relativism, no universal
standard exists to judge these codes as better or worse. This view emphasizes tolerance and respect for
cultural diversity, suggesting that we should avoid imposing our own moral values onto others.

At first glance, cultural relativism seems appealing because it promotes open-mindedness and discourages
ethnocentrism—the belief that one’s own culture is superior. However, as James Rachels points out, this
position also creates significant challenges when we try to evaluate practices that seem morally troubling
or harmful across cultures.

The Challenge of Cultural Relativism James Rachels Highlights

James Rachels’ critique of cultural relativism is best known from his essay “The Challenge of Cultural
Relativism,” where he carefully dissects the theory’s implications. He acknowledges the importance of
understanding that moral practices differ widely, but he also questions whether this difference necessarily
means there are no objective moral truths.

Relativism and Moral Progress

One of Rachels’ key points is that cultural relativism struggles to account for moral progress. If a society’s
moral code defines what is right and wrong, then the idea of improvement or reform becomes meaningless. For
example, if a culture’s past accepted slavery or discrimination as normal, under strict cultural relativism,
these practices can’t be criticized by later generations who reject them.

This presents a paradox: societies often do change their moral views, suggesting some standards might
transcend cultural boundaries. Rachels argues that recognizing moral progress implies that certain
values—such as fairness or reducing suffering—could be universally valid, challenging the absolute claims of
cultural relativism.

The Problem of Cultural Relativism and Tolerance

Cultural relativism is often championed as a philosophy of tolerance, encouraging people to accept differences
without judgment. However, Rachels points out that blind tolerance can lead to moral paralysis. If all
cultural practices are automatically correct within their own context, then it becomes impossible to criticize
harmful traditions such as female genital mutilation, honor killings, or systemic oppression.



Rachels encourages a more balanced approach—valuing cultural diversity while maintaining a critical
perspective on practices that violate basic human rights or cause unnecessary suffering. His perspective
suggests that tolerance should not mean uncritical acceptance.

James Rachels’ Alternative to Cultural Relativism

Rather than rejecting cultural relativism outright, Rachels offers a more refined view that acknowledges the
influence of culture on morality but also insists on the existence of some objective ethical principles.

Common Moral Foundations

Rachels highlights that despite cultural differences, many societies share fundamental moral values. These
commonalities include prohibitions against murder, the importance of truth-telling, and the value of caring for
others. Recognizing these shared principles allows us to critique cultural practices from a moral standpoint
without falling into ethnocentrism.

Critical Engagement with Cultures

According to Rachels, it’s possible—and necessary—to engage critically with cultural norms. This means
respecting cultural differences but also evaluating them through ethical inquiry. Moral reasoning, empathy,
and dialogue become tools for understanding when cultural practices promote well-being or cause harm.

This approach encourages us to look beyond mere cultural customs and ask deeper questions: Are these
practices just? Do they respect human dignity? Can they be improved? This framework helps reconcile the respect
for cultural diversity with the pursuit of universal human rights.

The Impact of Rachels’ Ideas on Contemporary Ethics

The challenge of cultural relativism James Rachels identifies continues to influence discussions in ethics, human
rights, and global interactions. His work has practical implications in fields such as international relations,
multicultural education, and social justice activism.

Balancing Cultural Sensitivity and Ethical Standards

In a globalized world, encountering diverse moral beliefs is inevitable. Rachels’ insights remind us to approach
cultural differences with humility and openness while maintaining a commitment to certain ethical standards
that protect individuals from harm.

This balance is crucial when dealing with issues like humanitarian intervention, gender equality, and freedom of
speech, where cultural practices sometimes clash with universal rights. Rachels provides a philosophical
foundation for navigating these complexities without falling into cultural imperialism or moral relativism.

Education and Moral Philosophy

Rachels’ critique of cultural relativism is also influential in educational settings. Teaching students about
cultural diversity alongside critical thinking skills helps foster an informed and empathetic worldview. It



encourages learners to appreciate different perspectives without losing sight of ethical reasoning.

This approach empowers individuals to engage thoughtfully with moral dilemmas, both within their own
society and beyond, promoting dialogue rather than division.

Reflecting on Cultural Relativism in Today’s World

The challenge of cultural relativism James Rachels articulates remains relevant as societies grapple with
multiculturalism, globalization, and evolving social norms. His work invites us to reflect on how we
understand morality: Is it entirely relative, or are there shared human values that transcend cultural
boundaries?

In practical terms, this means being cautious about accepting all cultural practices uncritically, while also
resisting the impulse to judge unfamiliar customs harshly. It calls for a middle path—one that respects
cultural identity but also upholds ethical standards based on reason and compassion.

By engaging with Rachels’ challenge, we develop a more sophisticated and empathetic approach to moral
questions in a diverse world. This ongoing conversation encourages us not only to tolerate difference but to
seek common ground in our shared humanity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main argument James Rachels presents about cultural
relativism?

James Rachels argues that cultural relativism, the idea that moral codes are relative to cultures and that
no one culture's ethics are superior, is problematic because it implies that we cannot critique other cultures
or even our own society's practices.

How does James Rachels challenge the idea that different cultures have
completely different moral codes?

Rachels points out that despite apparent differences, many cultures share common moral values, such as
prohibitions against murder and principles of fairness, suggesting that moral disagreement is often less radical
than cultural relativism assumes.

Why does James Rachels believe cultural relativism could lead to moral
nihilism?

Rachels argues that if cultural relativism is true, then the concept of moral progress is impossible because
there is no objective standard to judge any cultural practice as better or worse, which could lead to the
conclusion that all moral claims are equally valid and ultimately meaningless.

What example does James Rachels use to illustrate the limitations of
cultural relativism?

Rachels uses the example of the practice of slavery, which was accepted in some cultures but condemned in
others, to show that cultural relativism prevents us from criticizing harmful practices in other societies or
even in our own history.



According to James Rachels, what is one positive insight that cultural
relativism provides despite its challenges?

Rachels acknowledges that cultural relativism correctly highlights the importance of understanding cultural
context and warns against ethnocentrism, encouraging respect and tolerance for cultural differences.

How does James Rachels propose we address the challenge of cultural
relativism?

Rachels suggests adopting a more nuanced approach that recognizes universal moral principles underlying
cultural practices while respecting cultural diversity, allowing for objective moral criticism without
imposing ethnocentric views.

Additional Resources
**The Challenge of Cultural Relativism: James Rachels’ Critical Examination**

the challenge of cultural relativism james rachels has been a pivotal topic in contemporary ethical philosophy
and cultural studies. James Rachels, a prominent philosopher, critically analyzed cultural relativism,
questioning its foundational claims and practical implications. His work invites us to reconsider the
assumption that moral values are purely culture-dependent and highlights the tension between respecting
cultural differences and seeking universal ethical standards. This article delves into Rachels’ critique,
exploring the nuances of cultural relativism, its challenges, and the broader discourse on morality and
cultural diversity.

Understanding Cultural Relativism

Cultural relativism posits that moral beliefs and practices are relative to specific cultural contexts,
meaning that no one culture’s ethics are superior or universally correct compared to another’s. This concept
gained traction as a way to promote tolerance and avoid ethnocentrism—the tendency to judge other
cultures by the standards of one’s own. At its core, cultural relativism suggests that what is deemed “right”
or “wrong” depends entirely on cultural norms and traditions.

However, this perspective raises significant philosophical and practical questions. If morality is entirely
culture-dependent, can any cross-cultural moral judgments be justified? Are there any universal moral
principles, or is every ethical stance equally valid within its cultural framework? James Rachels tackles these
questions by critically examining the premises and consequences of cultural relativism.

James Rachels’ Critique of Cultural Relativism

Rachels challenges cultural relativism by arguing that it is both logically flawed and practically
problematic. His analysis, notably presented in his essay “The Challenge of Cultural Relativism,” dissects the
theory into two main arguments: the descriptive and the normative.

The Descriptive Argument

The descriptive argument acknowledges that different cultures indeed have varying moral codes. For example,
practices such as polygamy, dietary restrictions, or attitudes toward gender roles differ worldwide. Rachels
does not dispute this observation; he agrees that cultural diversity in moral beliefs exists.



The Normative Argument

The normative argument, however, claims that because moral codes differ, no one code is objectively better or
worse than another. This conclusion leads to the idea that moral relativism should be accepted to avoid
imposing one culture’s values on another.

Rachels critiques this conclusion by identifying a logical leap between recognizing differences and endorsing
moral relativism. Just because cultures disagree about certain practices does not mean that all practices are
equally valid. For instance, disagreeing about human rights violations does not justify accepting them as
morally acceptable simply because some cultures permit them.

The Implications of Cultural Relativism

Rachels points out several troubling implications if cultural relativism is true:

No basis for criticizing harmful practices: If morality is culture-specific, then practices like slavery,
genocide, or oppression could be morally justified within certain societies.

No moral progress: The idea of moral progress becomes meaningless because changing a culture’s moral
code is neither better nor worse than maintaining the status quo.

Undermining universal human rights: Efforts to establish universal norms, such as the United Nations’
human rights framework, are challenged by cultural relativism’s assertion that such norms are
culturally biased.

These points reveal the difficulty in reconciling cultural relativism with normative ethical concerns, such as
justice and human dignity.

Exploring Alternatives: Universalism vs. Relativism

At the heart of the debate lies the tension between moral universalism and cultural relativism. Universalism
asserts that there are objective moral truths applicable to all people regardless of cultural context. This
perspective often underpins international law, human rights activism, and ethical philosophy.

Rachels advocates for a middle ground—acknowledging cultural differences without abandoning the pursuit
of universal moral principles. He argues that some ethical standards, such as prohibitions against murder or
deception, are nearly universal and grounded in shared human experiences.

The Role of Ethical Reasoning

Rachels emphasizes the importance of critical thinking and ethical reasoning in assessing cultural practices.
Instead of accepting cultural norms uncritically, individuals and societies should evaluate practices based on
their consequences, consistency, and respect for human well-being. This approach allows for cultural
sensitivity while maintaining the possibility of moral critique and reform.

Examples Highlighting the Challenge



To illustrate, consider the practice of female genital mutilation (FGM), which is culturally accepted in some
societies but condemned internationally as a violation of human rights. Cultural relativism might suggest
that outsiders should not interfere or judge this practice. Rachels’ perspective encourages a careful but
critical approach—respecting cultural contexts while advocating against harmful practices through
reasoned dialogue.

Practical Impact and Ongoing Debates

The challenge of cultural relativism James Rachels identifies remains relevant in contemporary discussions
about globalization, multiculturalism, and international ethics. As societies become more interconnected,
clashes between cultural values and universal norms become more pronounced.

Pros and Cons of Cultural Relativism in Practice

Pros: Promotes cultural sensitivity, reduces ethnocentrism, encourages respect for diversity.

Cons: Can inhibit moral criticism, justify harmful customs, complicate international cooperation on
ethical issues.

These trade-offs underscore why Rachels’ critique is valuable—offering a nuanced perspective that balances
respect for diversity with ethical accountability.

The Future of Moral Discourse

In academic and policy spheres, Rachels’ challenge prompts ongoing reflection on how to approach cultural
differences ethically. Scholars explore frameworks like moral pluralism and intercultural dialogue, which seek
to navigate between rigid relativism and absolutism.

The debate also influences how educators, human rights advocates, and policymakers engage with communities
worldwide, aiming to foster mutual understanding without sacrificing core ethical commitments.

The challenge of cultural relativism James Rachels presents is not merely theoretical but deeply practical,
inviting continuous inquiry into how we define morality in a complex, multicultural world.

The Challenge Of Cultural Relativism James Rachels
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to the History, Methods, and Practice, Third Edition provides readers with a modern and diverse
look at bioethics while also looking back at early bioethics cases that set ethical standards in
healthcare. It is well suited for advanced undergraduate and graduate students who plan to pursue
careers in nursing, allied health, or medicine, as well as professionals seeking a comprehensive
reference in the field. The authors retain the unique three-pronged approach, discussing the history,
the methods, and the practice of bioethics. This approach provides students with a breadth of
information, focusing on all sides of the issue, which will allow them to think critically about current
bioethical topics. The third edition is updated throughout with new information and cases including,
the latest on genetics and reproductive technology, physician-assisted suicide, as well as numerous
new cases.
  the challenge of cultural relativism james rachels: Bioethics Nancy Ann Silbergeld Jecker,
Albert R. Jonsen, Robert A. Pearlman, 2007 Legal/Ethics
  the challenge of cultural relativism james rachels: Die Philosophie bei "Game of
Thrones" Henry Jacoby, 2014-11-13 Wenn eine Geschichte jemals nach einer philosophischen
Betrachtung verlangt hat, dann ist es Das Lied von Eis und Feuer. Denn nie waren Intrigen, Politik
und Macht komplexer und spannender miteinander verstrickt als in diesem Fantasy-Epos. George R.
R. Martin lehnt die klassische Rollenaufteilung von Protagonisten gegen Antagonisten ab. Gerade
weil es in dieser Geschichte keine klassische Unterteilung in Gut und Böse gibt, ist eine
philosophische Untersuchung der Beweggründe der Personen für ihr Handeln interessant. Ist
Familie oder Rache wichtiger? Wer sollte die Sieben Königreiche regieren? Darf man um der Ehre
willen einen Krieg riskieren? Warum sollte der Gewinner des Throns noch moralisch handeln? Die
Philosophie bei Game of Thrones beantwortet all diese Fragen mit Hilfe der Theorien von
Aristoteles, Plato, Descartes und Machiavelli. Das Buch eignet sich hervorragend als Einführung in
die verschiedenen philosophischen Theorien und gibt einen tieferen Einblick in die Welt von Game of
Thrones.
  the challenge of cultural relativism james rachels: Evolution der Ethik Emerich Sumser,
2016-01-15 Konflikte im moralischen Urteil gibt es zwischen Moralphilosophien, zwischen Kulturen,
Personen und selbst innerhalb eines einzelnen Bewusstseins. Die moderne Forschung aus
verschiedensten Fachbereichen zeigt, dass unser moralischer Sinn dabei offenbar keiner
einheitlichen Logik folgt. Menschen unterscheiden ihre Beziehungen gemäß dreier Kategorien:
Interaktion, Identität und Intimität. Jede einzelne lässt sich als eine evolutionäre Anpassung
verstehen. Die Meta-Kategorie Universalität entsteht dagegen wohl nur unter günstigen
Bedingungen und als ein evolutionäres Nebenprodukt. Urteile darüber was man tun soll und was
man nicht tun darf erweisen sich in diesem Kontext als abhängig vom Beziehungstyp und Konflikte
im Urteil sind in einer sozialen Welt systembedingt. Das Modell einer Beziehungstypischen Ethik,
das auf dieser evolvierten Psychologie basiert, bietet somit die Grundlage für ein besseres
Verständnis der gesamten menschlichen Ethik einschließlich der Moralphilosophien. Daneben bietet
die Arbeit eine für die deutschsprachige Literatur bislang einzigartige Einführung in die Neue
Synthese der Evolutionstheorie, sowie einen neuartigen Ansatz für den gelingenden Dialog zwischen
Geistes- und Naturwissenschaften.
  the challenge of cultural relativism james rachels: Ethik der Konflikte Stephan Sellmaier,
2011-05-26 Mit der steigenden Komplexität unserer Lebenswelt und den damit verbundenen
Problemen wachsen die Anforderungen an moralisch vertretbare Lösungen. Im ersten der drei Teile
des Buches wird im Rahmen einer Begriffsanalyse die philosophische Möglichkeit von moralischen
Dilemmata und ethischem Dissens untersucht. Der zweite Teil widmet sich der Diskussion aktueller
bio- und medizinethischer Beispiele für moralische Dilemmata und ethischen Dissens und untersucht
deren Ursachen. Der dritte Teil nutzt die gewonnenen Einsichten, um eine normative Theorie der
Konfliktbewältigung für die untersuchten Konflikttypen vorzustellen. Diese Theorie ist dazu
geeignet, moralisch angemessene Entscheidungen in scheinbar ausweglosen
Entscheidungssituationen zu finden.
  the challenge of cultural relativism james rachels: Moral Relativism J. Kellenberger,



2008-03-20 One in the series New Dialogues in Philosophy, edited by Dale Jacquette, J. Kellenberger
brings together a group of hypothetical individuals from different backgrounds with real
philosophical views to discuss their ideas on morality and moral relativism. What emerges from their
numerous discussions are contrasting views on whether morality is objective, how moral universals
differ from moral absolutes, the implications of ethnocentrism on moral judgment, the place of
choice in moral decision making, and the importance and reality of moral dilemmas. The dialogues
examine arguments for and against adopting a relativist stance on morality through the invented
dialogues to help students resolve moral problems.
  the challenge of cultural relativism james rachels: Moral Philosophy Through the Ages
James Fieser, 2000 Takes a middle ground between the topical and historical approaches to Western
ethics. This book explains the historical development of the topic under consideration, and most
chapters focus on a specific famous philosopher who championed a particular tradition, such as
Aristotle, Locke, or Kant, and the chapters are chronologically ordered.
  the challenge of cultural relativism james rachels: Contemporary Moral and Social
Issues , 2014-04-15 Contemporary Moral and Social Issues is a uniquely entertaining introduction
that brings ethical thought to life. It makes innovative use of engaging, topically oriented original
short fiction, together with classic and influential readings and editorial discussion as a means of
helping students think philosophically about ethical theory and practical ethical problems.
Introduces students to ethical theory and a range of practical moral issues through a combination of
key primary texts, clear editorial commentary, and engaging, original fiction Includes discussion of
topics such as world poverty, abortion, animals, the environment, and genetic engineering,
containing “Facts and Factual Issues” for each topic to give students an up-to-date understanding of
related factual issues. Uses immersive, original short works of fiction as a means to engage students
to think philosophically about serious ethical issues Sample Course Framework available
  the challenge of cultural relativism james rachels: Ethics George Sher, 2012 This is an
anthology of sixty-six readings covering the central topics, theories, and debates in ethics.
  the challenge of cultural relativism james rachels: The Art of Teaching Philosophy
Brynn F. Welch, 2024-07-25 Teaching is a moral enterprise through which we reflect our most
deeply held values. Thoughtful teaching begins before the syllabus is written and continues well
beyond the end of the semester. In this book a team of over 30 renowned and innovative US
philosophy teachers offer accessible reflections and practical suggestions for constructing a
philosophy course. Our classroom can mimic dynamics that emerge in the broader society, or it can
teach students new ways of engaging with one another. From syllabus design and classroom
management to exercises and assessments, each chapter answers frequently asked questions: How
do we balance lecture with discussion? What are our goals? When we're leading a discussion and a
student (or several students) say false things, what should we do? What are the costs of correcting
them? Here is an in-depth exploration of topics such as content selection, assessment design,
mentorship, and making teaching count professionally. Each contribution balances reflective values
with concrete advice emerging from tried-and-tested practices. Insightful discussions about theories
of philosophy pedagogy feature throughout. Divided into The Philosophy Course, The Philosophy
Classroom, Exercises and Assignments, and What Comes Next, chapters include insights from
students on what they have learned from studying philosophy. For teachers of philosophy at any
stage of their career this is a must-have resource.
  the challenge of cultural relativism james rachels: Practical and Professional Ethics:
Economic and business ethics Debashis Guha, 2008
  the challenge of cultural relativism james rachels: The Elements of Moral Philosophy 7e
James Rachels, Stuart Rachels, 2012-03-16 Firmly established as the standard text for
undergraduate courses in ethics, James Rachels and Stuart Rachels’ The Elements of Moral
Philosophy introduces readers to major moral concepts and theories through eloquent explanations
and compelling, thought-provoking discussions.
  the challenge of cultural relativism james rachels: God's Goodness and God's Evil James



Kellenberger, 2017-06-16 Religious thinkers in the Christian theistic tradition have tried to resolve
the problem of evil—how a wholly good and omnipotent God could allow there to be evil—by offering
a theodicy. This book considers three traditional theodicies and the objections they have elicited:
Leibniz’s best of all possible worlds theodicy, the free will theodicy, and an Irenaean type of
theodicy. It also considers metatheodicies and limited theodicies. However, this book departs from
traditional religious thinking by presenting and treating religious approaches to evil that do not
confront evil through the religious problem of evil. Primary among the three religious approaches to
evil that are presented is the approach of Job-like belief. Such an approach embodies Job’s
acceptance of evil as what God has given, expressed in his rhetorical “Shall we receive good at the
hand of God, and shall we not receive evil?” (Job 2.10). The various elements of Job-like belief that
are internally required for its approach to evil are critically examined, and it is seen how a Job-like
approach to evil neither seeks nor requires a resolution to the problem of evil. The other two
religious approaches to evil, as opposed to the problem of evil, are the effort to lessen evil in the
world and the practice of forgiveness, both of which are compatible with each other and with a
Job-like acceptance of evil, with which they can be combined. Also treated in this book are mystery
and God’s goodness. Accompanying every theodicy is mystery (in its religious sense as that which is
beyond human understanding), and the experience of the mystery of God’s goodness shining through
the world and through evil is embodied in Job-like belief.
  the challenge of cultural relativism james rachels: The Love of Wisdom Steven B. Cowan,
James Spiegel, 2009 This Christian-based introduction to philosophy textbook is all the more
appealing to its student audience for including humor and popular culture illustrations to teach
important concepts.
  the challenge of cultural relativism james rachels: What Is the Argument? Maralee Harrell,
2016-10-21 Exploring philosophy through detailed argument analyses of texts by philosophers from
Plato to Strawson using a novel and transparent method of analysis. The best way to introduce
students to philosophy and philosophical discourse is to have them read and wrestle with original
sources. This textbook explores philosophy through detailed argument analyses of texts by
philosophers from Plato to Strawson. It presents a novel and transparent method of analysis that will
teach students not only how to understand and evaluate philosophers' arguments but also how to
construct such arguments themselves. Students will learn to read a text and discover what the
philosopher thinks, why the philosopher thinks it, and whether the supporting argument is good.
Students learn argument analysis through argument diagrams, with color-coding of the argument's
various elements—conclusion, claims, and “indicator phrases.” (An online “mini-course” in argument
diagramming and argument diagramming software are both freely available online.) Each chapter
ends with exercises and reading questions. After a general introduction to philosophy and logic and
an explanation of argument analysis, the book presents selections from primary sources, arranged
by topics that correspond to contemporary debates, with detailed analysis and evaluation. These
topics include philosophy of religion, epistemology, theory of mind, free will and determinism, and
ethics; authors include Aristotle, Aquinas, Descartes, Hume, Kant, Ryle, Fodor, Dennett, Searle, and
others. What Is the Argument? not only introduces students to great philosophical thinkers, it also
teaches them the essential skill of critical thinking.
  the challenge of cultural relativism james rachels: Conduct and Character Mark
Timmons, 1995 This anthology of 29 readings on philosophical theories of morality is organized
according to type of moral theory (utilitarianism, egoism, virtue ethics, the ethics of care, etc.), with
a separate chapter devoted to each type. Reading selections in the chapters provide a balance of
both classical and contemporary philosophical writings, representing a spectrum of viewpoints on
each theory. In addition, the collection contains an introductory essay on moral theory by the editor.
  the challenge of cultural relativism james rachels: Writing Philosophy Lewis Vaughn, 2018
Writing Philosophy: A Student's Guide to Reading and Writing Philosophy Essays, Second Edition, is
a concise, self-guided manual that covers how to read philosophy and the basics of argumentative
essay writing. It encourages students to master fundamental skills quickly--with minimal instructor



input--and provides step-by-step instructions for each phase of the writing process, from formulating
a thesis, to creating an outline, to writing a final draft, supplementing this tutorial approach with
model essays, outlines, introductions, and conclusions. Writing Philosophy is just $5 when packaged
with any Oxford University Press Philosophy text. Contact your Oxford representative for details and
package ISBNs.
  the challenge of cultural relativism james rachels: The History of Evil from the
Mid-Twentieth Century to Today Jerome Gellman, 2018-06-14 This sixth volume of The History of
Evil charts the era 1950–2018, with topics arising after the atrocities of World War II, while also
exploring issues that have emerged over the last few decades. It exhibits the flourishing of analytic
philosophy of religion since the War, as well as the diversity of approaches to the topic of God and
evil in this era. Comprising twenty-one chapters from a team of international contributors, this
volume is divided into three parts, God and Evil, Humanity and Evil and On the Objectivity of Human
Judgments of Evil. The chapters in this volume cover relevant topics such as the evidential argument
from evil, skeptical theism, free will, theodicy, continental philosophy, religious pluralism, the
science of evil, feminist theorizations, terrorism, pacifism, realism and relativism. This outstanding
treatment of the history of evil will appeal to those with particular interests in the ideas of evil and
good
  the challenge of cultural relativism james rachels: The Bloomsbury Companion to
Epistemology Andrew Cullison, 2014-12-18 For anyone looking to better understand the topics at the
centre of contemporary epistemology, The Bloomsbury Companion to Epistemology presents a
valuable guide. This up-to-date Companion covers all the fundamental questions asked by
epidemiologists today - areas that have continued to attract interest historically as well as topics that
have emerged more recently as active areas of research. Fifteen specially-commissioned essays from
a respected team of experts reveal where important work continues to be done in the area and the
new directions the field is taking, such as: • Foundationalism by Daniel Howard-Snyder •
Coherentism by Jonathan Kvanvig • Proper Functionalism by Kenneth Boyce and Alvin Plantinga •
Evidentialism by Richard Feldman and Andrew Cullison • Experimental Epistemology by James R.
Beebe Clearly written and featuring a detailed list of resources, glossary and a fully annotated
bibliography, The Bloomsbury Companion to Epistemology introduces some of the most exciting
topics in contemporary analytic philosophy.
  the challenge of cultural relativism james rachels: The Routledge Handbook of
Metaethics Tristram McPherson, David Plunkett, 2017-08-24 This Handbook surveys the
contemporary state of the burgeoning field of metaethics. Forty-four chapters, all written exclusively
for this volume, provide expert introductions to: the central research programs that frame
metaethical discussions the central explanatory challenges, resources, and strategies that inform
contemporary work in those research programs debates over the status of metaethics, and the
appropriate methods to use in metaethical inquiry This is essential reading for anyone with a serious
interest in metaethics, from those coming to it for the first time to those actively pursuing research
in the field.
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