what is the official language of niger

**What Is the Official Language of Niger? Exploring Linguistic Diversity in the Sahelian
Nation**

What is the official language of Niger? This question might seem straightforward at
first glance, but the answer opens a fascinating window into the country’s rich cultural and
linguistic tapestry. Situated in West Africa, Niger is a country characterized by its diverse
ethnic groups and languages. Understanding the official language of Niger not only helps in
grasping the nation’s administrative and educational framework but also sheds light on its
colonial history and contemporary social dynamics.

The Official Language of Niger: French and Its
Significance

The official language of Niger is **French**. This fact is a direct legacy of the country’s
colonial past when it was part of French West Africa. After gaining independence in 1960,
Niger retained French as the official language, primarily for government administration,
education, and formal communication. French serves as the lingua franca that unites the
various ethnic groups scattered across the country.

Using French as the official language enables Niger to maintain a consistent system of
governance and international relations. It is the language of official documents, legal
proceedings, and national media broadcasts. In schools, French is the medium of
instruction, especially from the higher primary levels onward, which makes it essential for
educational advancement.

Why Did Niger Choose French as Its Official Language?

The choice of French as the official language was influenced by several factors:

- **Colonial administration:** French was the language of the colonial government, so
retaining it ensured continuity in administrative practices.

- **Ethnic diversity:** Niger is home to more than a dozen ethnic groups, each with its own
language. French acts as a neutral language that avoids favoring any one ethnic group over
another.

- **|nternational relations:** Being a member of the Francophonie (the international
organization of French-speaking countries) offers Niger diplomatic and economic
advantages.

- ¥**Education and literacy:** French serves as the common medium for formal education,
facilitating access to global knowledge and resources.



Languages Spoken in Niger Besides French

While French is the official language, it is far from the only language spoken in Niger. The
country boasts a rich mosaic of indigenous languages that reflect its cultural complexity.

Major Indigenous Languages

Niger’s population speaks several native languages. Some of the most prominent include:

- **Hausa:** The most widely spoken language in Niger, Hausa acts as a major trade
language and is used extensively in daily life, especially in the southern regions.

- ¥*Zarma (Djerma):** Predominantly spoken in the western parts of Niger, Zarma is
another key language that holds significant cultural importance.

- **Tuareg languages (Tamasheq):** Spoken by the Tuareg nomads in the northern desert
regions, these languages have rich oral traditions.

- **Kanuri:** Common among the Kanuri people in the southeast, this language also serves
as a regional lingua franca in certain areas.

- ¥*Fulfulde:** Used by the Fulani people, who are spread across Niger and neighboring
countries.

These languages thrive in local communities and daily interactions, from markets and
family gatherings to traditional ceremonies.

The Role of Indigenous Languages Today

Despite French’s dominance in official domains, indigenous languages remain vital for
cultural identity and social cohesion. Many Nigeriens grow up bilingual or multilingual,
learning their mother tongue alongside French. Local radio stations and community
programs often broadcast in native languages, helping to preserve and promote linguistic
heritage.

However, indigenous languages typically have limited presence in formal education and
government, which can pose challenges for speakers in accessing services and
opportunities. Efforts to incorporate local languages in primary education and public
communication are ongoing, aiming to balance national unity with cultural diversity.

Language and Education in Niger

Understanding what is the official language of Niger also means looking at how language
shapes education. French is the primary medium of instruction, but this presents unique
challenges and opportunities.



Challenges of French in Education

- ¥*Language barrier:** Many children enter school with little or no knowledge of French, as
their first language is often Hausa, Zarma, or another indigenous tongue. This can slow
early learning and contribute to dropout rates.

- **Resource limitations:** There is a shortage of teaching materials and trained teachers
fluent in both French and local languages.

- ¥*Access disparities:** Rural areas face more significant hurdles in education due to fewer
schools and resources, where indigenous languages dominate everyday communication.

Efforts to Promote Multilingual Education

In response, Niger has implemented various policies to support mother-tongue instruction
in early grades, gradually transitioning to French. This approach aims to:

- Improve comprehension and retention among young learners.
- Foster respect for local cultures.
- Enhance overall literacy rates.

International organizations and NGOs also collaborate with Niger’'s government to develop
bilingual curricula and teacher training programs that acknowledge the country’s linguistic
realities.

The Cultural Importance of Language in Niger

Language in Niger is more than just a tool for communication; it is deeply intertwined with
cultural identity and social practices.

Language as a Cultural Marker

Each ethnic group’s language carries unique traditions, oral histories, and worldviews. For
example:

- The **Tuareg’s Tamasheqg** language is essential to their poetry, music, and nomadic
heritage.

- The **Hausa language** is linked to vibrant trade networks and Islamic scholarship.

- The **Zarma language** holds traditional stories and community wisdom that have been
passed down through generations.

Preserving these languages helps maintain Niger’s rich cultural fabric amid globalization
and modernization.



Language Festivals and Media

Across Niger, festivals celebrating linguistic and cultural diversity feature storytelling,
music, and dance in various languages. Local media outlets produce content in indigenous
languages to reach wider audiences and keep traditions alive.

The growing presence of digital media and radio broadcasts in local tongues further
empowers communities to engage with their heritage and current affairs.

French and Niger’s Role in the Francophone
World

Being a Francophone country, Niger is part of a broader network of nations connected by
the French language. This connection brings several benefits:

- Access to international organizations and forums where French is an official language.
- Opportunities for cultural exchange and cooperation within the Francophonie.
- Support for educational and development programs funded by French-speaking countries.

French also facilitates Niger’s diplomatic relations with France and other European
countries, influencing trade, aid, and cultural ties.

Balancing Global and Local Languages

Niger’s linguistic landscape exemplifies the balancing act many African nations face:
embracing a colonial language for national unity and global participation while nurturing
indigenous languages that embody local identity.

This dynamic interplay shapes policy decisions, education systems, and everyday life,
making the question of what is the official language of Niger a gateway to understanding its
complex social fabric.

From bustling markets in Niamey to nomadic encampments in the Sahara, languages

weave the story of Niger’s past, present, and future—French serving as the official anchor
amidst a sea of vibrant native tongues.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the official language of Niger?

The official language of Niger is French.



Why is French the official language of Niger?

French is the official language of Niger due to its history as a former French colony.

Are there other widely spoken languages in Niger
besides the official language?

Yes, besides French, several indigenous languages such as Hausa, Zarma, and Tuareg are
widely spoken in Niger.

Is French used in government and education in Niger?

Yes, French is the primary language used in government, administration, and education in
Niger.

Does Niger have any plans to change its official
language from French?

As of now, there are no official plans to change the official language from French, though
indigenous languages continue to be important culturally.

Additional Resources

**Understanding the Official Language of Niger: A Linguistic and Cultural Exploration**

what is the official language of niger is a question that opens a window into the
complex linguistic landscape of one of West Africa’s most diverse countries. Situated in the
Sahel region, Niger is home to numerous ethnic groups and languages, reflecting its rich
cultural tapestry. While the official language serves as a unifying tool for governance and
education, the country’s multilingual environment adds layers of social and political
significance that merit detailed examination.

The Official Language of Niger: French as a
Colonial Legacy

Niger’s official language is French, a vestige of its colonial past under French rule until
gaining independence in 1960. French was retained as the official language due to its role
in administration, legal affairs, education, and international diplomacy. As the language of
government and formal communication, French facilitates coherence across Niger’s vast
territory, which spans over 1.2 million square kilometers and includes numerous ethnic
groups speaking multiple indigenous languages.

The choice of French as the official language aligns Niger with other Francophone African
countries, enabling participation in regional organizations such as the Organisation
Internationale de la Francophonie (OIF). This membership fosters diplomatic and economic



ties with other French-speaking nations, enhancing Niger’s international profile.

The Role of French in Education and Government

French dominates the educational system in Niger, serving as the medium of instruction
from primary school onward. This policy aims to create a standardized framework for
learning and ensure access to global knowledge and resources. Government documents,
legal proceedings, and official communications are conducted in French, reinforcing its
status as the lingua franca for national administration.

However, this reliance on French also presents challenges. Many Nigeriens grow up
speaking indigenous languages at home, and sudden immersion in French at school can be
a barrier to effective learning. This linguistic gap has implications for literacy rates and
educational outcomes, especially in rural areas where exposure to French is limited.

Multilingualism in Niger: Indigenous Languages
and Their Importance

Beyond the official language, Niger boasts a rich mosaic of indigenous languages, reflecting
its ethnic diversity. Major languages include Hausa, Zarma (Djerma), Tuareg languages
(such as Tamajaq), Kanuri, Fulfulde (Fulani), and Toubou, among others. These languages
are vital to daily communication, cultural identity, and social cohesion within local
communities.

Hausa and Zarma: Lingua Francas of Niger

Hausa and Zarma are the two most widely spoken indigenous languages, each serving as
regional lingua francas. Hausa is prevalent in the southern and southeastern regions, often
used in markets, media, and informal education. Zarma dominates the southwest, including
the capital city, Niamey.

The widespread use of these languages in daily life contrasts with the formal status of
French, creating a bilingual or multilingual reality for many Nigeriens. Radio broadcasts,
traditional storytelling, and local commerce frequently employ these native tongues,
underscoring their cultural vitality.

Challenges of Linguistic Diversity in National
Development

Niger’s linguistic diversity, while culturally enriching, poses practical challenges for national
unity and development. The dominance of French in official domains often marginalizes
speakers of indigenous languages, limiting their access to public services and political



participation.

Moreover, the lack of official recognition for local languages in education and governance

can hinder social inclusion. Efforts to incorporate indigenous languages into curricula have
been sporadic and face logistical hurdles, including limited teaching materials and trained
educators.

Comparative Perspectives: Niger's Language
Policy in Context

When examining what is the official language of niger within a broader African context, it is
notable that many former French colonies retain French as their official language. Countries
like Mali, Burkina Faso, and Senegal share a similar linguistic heritage. However,
approaches to indigenous languages vary significantly.

For instance, Senegal recognizes several national languages alongside French and
promotes their use in education and media. Mali has made strides in incorporating
Bambara, its most widely spoken indigenous language, into official functions. Niger, by
contrast, maintains a more centralized policy favoring French, though there have been calls
for greater inclusion of local languages.

Pros and Cons of French as an Official Language

e Pros: French facilitates international diplomacy, access to global markets, and
participation in Francophone networks. It provides a neutral medium that transcends
ethnic divisions and standardizes education and administration.

e Cons: Dependence on a colonial language can alienate large segments of the
population, especially in rural areas. It may exacerbate educational inequalities and
limit civic engagement for non-French speakers.

The Future of Language Policy in Niger

Language policy in Niger remains a dynamic issue, shaped by demographic trends, political
developments, and cultural considerations. There is increasing advocacy for bilingual
education models that combine French with dominant indigenous languages, aiming to
improve literacy and educational outcomes while preserving cultural heritage.

Technological advancements and media expansion also offer opportunities to elevate local
languages, through radio, television, and digital platforms. These changes could gradually
shift the linguistic landscape, fostering a more inclusive approach that balances the official



status of French with the lived realities of Niger’'s multilingual population.

In essence, understanding what is the official language of niger entails more than naming
French—it requires appreciating the intricate interplay between colonial history, cultural
identity, and contemporary challenges in governance and education. The country’s
linguistic future will likely continue to evolve as Nigeriens seek to harmonize unity and
diversity within their national fabric.
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what is the official language of niger: Niger Debbie Nevins, Rabah Seffal, Jo-Ann Spilling,
2019-07-15 Niger is a country with a long and storied history. While today it faces many problems, it
also possesses great promise for the future. This book explores this landlocked African nation, from
its past to the present day, touching on the country's key aspects, such as its education systems,
trading partners, economy, government, and traditions, providing a complete view of the nation and
its people.

what is the official language of niger: 195 Countries, One World - The History of Every
Nation from Origins to the Present Day Simon Mayer, 2025-09-30 Embark on a Fascinating
Journey Through the History of Our World’s Nations 195 Countries, One World invites you to explore
how the world we know today came to be. It is a compelling call to delve into the stories of nations
with openness and curiosity—and to uncover the deep connections that continue to shape our global
landscape. Highlights ~ Comprehensive: The history of all 195 internationally recognized
countries—both an informative reference and an engaging narrative. Historically Rich: From ancient
kingdoms and empires to colonization, revolutions, and the global challenges of our time.
Informative: Packed with key events, dates, and developments that illuminate the evolution of
modern states. Insightful: Understand how geography, culture, and politics have shaped nations and
influenced global dynamics. Inspiring: Discover the diversity and momentum of human history—and
be captivated by the stories behind each country. Perfect for: History enthusiasts, travelers,
educators, and anyone eager to better understand the world around them. The story of humanity is
inseparable from the rise of communities, societies, and ultimately, nations. Every country on
today’s map is the result of centuries—often millennia—of developments, struggles, discoveries, and
cultural transformation. This book takes on the ambitious task of telling the story of all 195
recognized states: from their origins to their evolution and their significance in the modern world.
How did the world as we know it come into being? A world of distinct nations, each with its own
identity and history—yet all sharing common triumphs and challenges. This journey begins with the
dawn of civilization, traverses ancient kingdoms, colonial empires, wars and revolutions, and
continues through to modern cooperation and conflict on a global scale. Rich in facts, key events,
and historical context, this book captures the incredible complexity and diversity of our world’s
shared human history. It explores how geography, culture, and politics have shaped the formation of
states—and how those states, in turn, have influenced the world around them. Through a unique
lens, it presents the world as a connected network of stories, each nation with a voice and a place in
the grand narrative. Whether you're a curious traveler, a student of history, or simply someone who
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wants to understand the world more fully, this book is your gateway to the origins, struggles, and
triumphs of the nations that shape our global community. Discover the origins of nations,
understand the challenges they face, and be inspired by the rich diversity of our shared global story.

what is the official language of niger: Minority Languages, National Languages, and Official
Language Policies Gillian Lane-Mercier, Denise Merkle, Jane Koustas, 2018-12-30 In a context where
linguistic and cultural diversity is characterized by ever-increasing complexity, adopting official
multilingual policies to correct a country's ethno-linguistic, socio-economic, and symbolic imbalances
presents many obstacles, but the greatest challenge is implementing them effectively. To what
degree and in what ways have official multilingualism and multiculturalism policies actually
succeeded in attaining their goals? Questioning and challenging foundational concepts, Minority
Languages, National Languages, and Official Language Policies highlights the extent to which
governments and international bodies are unable to manage complex linguistic and cultural diversity
on an effective and sustained basis. This volume examines the principles, theory, intentions, and
outcomes of official policies of multilingualism at the city, regional, and national levels through a
series of international case studies. The eleven chapters - most focusing on lesser-known
geopolitical contexts and languages - bring to the fore the many paradoxes that underlie the concept
of diversity, lived experiences of and attitudes toward linguistic and cultural diversity, and the
official multilingual policies designed to legally enhance, protect, or constrain otherness. An
authoritative source of new and updated information, offering fresh interpretations and analyses of
evolving sociolinguistic and political phenomena in today's global world, Minority Languages,
National Languages, and Official Language Policies demonstrates how language policies often fail to
deal appropriately or adequately with the issues they are designed to solve.

what is the official language of niger: Niger in Pictures Alison Behnke, 2007-12-15
Presents a photographic introduction to the land, history, government, economy, people, and culture
of the African nation of Niger.

what is the official language of niger: The Palgrave Handbook of Language Policies in Africa
Esther Mukewa Lisanza, Leonard Muaka, 2024-07-08 This handbook explores language policies and
their impacts in Africa, examining the different language policies in each country from pre-colonial
to post-colonial times. Most African countries are multilingual, apart from a handful which are said
to be quasi-monolingual. The authors in this handbook investigate language policy in education,
media, legal courts, government documents and other public domains, and show how these policies
shape learning and delivery of services to the citizens. The volume also pays special attention to the
roles assigned to minority languages in Africa, most of which are endangered. The contributions also
investigate how these language policies are influenced by the history of colonialism and language
attitudes emanating from colonial rule. This handbook will be of interest to a diverse audience of
readers, including those interested in African languages, language planning and policy, and African
history and education.

what is the official language of niger: Africa A to Z: Continental and Country Profiles
Esterhuysen, Pieter, 2013-12-07 The popularity of the first two editions of this book necessitated a
third revised and updated version to record the many challenges in Africa since the first edition
appeared in 1998. Africa is a vast and fascinating continent whose population has exceeded the one
billion mark. Africa A-Z attempts to provide, in a concise manner, the facts for an elementary
understanding of the continent and its complex problems. The book falls into two main sections; the
five chapters on the first main section focus on the continent as a whole, dealing with its physical
and human diversity, its eventful history and Africans' struggle for economic survival. The second
main section contains profiles of 58 independent countries, ranging from Algeria to Zimbabwe.
Presentation of the profiles is uniform, in that the same themes are covered in each profile. The data
panels with the profiles contain data not provided in the text. The maps, appearing throughout the
text were produced by AISA's cartography department.

what is the official language of niger: Language International World Directory of

Sociolinguistic and Language Planning Organizations , 1995-10-16 This directory gives guidance in




the complicated world of sociolinguistic and language planning organizations, giving structural
information on regional, national, provincial and community level, both public and private. Each
entry gives full details, including full addresses, phone/fax numbers, Director's name, and
information on the organization’s activities, programs, publications, work in progress and plans for
the future.

what is the official language of niger: African Languages, Development and the State
Richard Fardon, Graham Furniss, 2002-11 This shows that multilingusim does not pose for Africans
the problems of communication that Europeans imagine and that the mismatch between policy
statements and their pragmatic outcomes is a far more serious problem for future development

what is the official language of niger: Manual of Romance Languages in Africa Ursula
Reutner, 2023-12-18 With more than two thousand languages spread over its territory,
multilingualism is a common reality in Africa. The main official languages of most African countries
are Indo-European, in many instances Romance. As they were primarily brought to Africa in the era
of colonization, the areas discussed in this volume are thirty-five states that were once ruled by
Belgium, France, Italy, Portugal, or Spain, and the African regions still belonging to three of them.
Twenty-six states are presented in relation to French, four to Italian, six to Portuguese, and two to
Spanish. They are considered in separate chapters according to their sociolinguistic situation,
linguistic history, external language policy, linguistic characteristics, and internal language policy.
The result is a comprehensive overview of the Romance languages in modern-day Africa. It follows a
coherent structure, offers linguistic and sociolinguistic information, and illustrates language contact
situations, power relations, as well as the cross-fertilization and mutual enrichment emerging from
the interplay of languages and cultures in Africa.

what is the official language of niger: Examining Education around the World Fred M.
Shelley, 2022-09-27 This thematic encyclopedia provides an overview of education in 70 countries
worldwide and links educational organization, philosophy, and practice with important global social,
economic, and environmental issues facing the contemporary world. All around the world, young
people attend school, be it in the steppes of Mongolia, the tiny island nations of the Pacific, or the
urban centers of Mexico. How do countries meet the educational needs of their citizens? This volume
is organized into 10 chapters that look at key issues in global education, including literacy, gender,
religion, science and technology (STEM), arts and humanities, school violence, multicultural
education and diversity, environment and sustainability, education and difference/special needs, and
views on education and a country's future. Each chapter contains eight country profiles, one for the
United States and one each for seven other countries. Each entry includes a brief overview of the
country and its history and geography, a description of its education system, and more detailed
information about that country. This book allows readers to compare and contrast education
throughout the world. It also analyzes, from both contemporary and historical perspectives,
relationships between education and the ways in which different countries address various issues,
including development, diversity, gender, and environmental sustainability.

what is the official language of niger: Africa Toyin Falola, Daniel Jean-Jacques, 2015-12-14
These volumes offer a one-stop resource for researching the lives, customs, and cultures of Africa's
nations and peoples. Unparalleled in its coverage of contemporary customs in all of Africa, this
multivolume set is perfect for both high school and public library shelves. The three-volume
encyclopedia will provide readers with an overview of contemporary customs and life in North Africa
and sub-Saharan Africa through discussions of key concepts and topics that touch everyday life
among the nations' peoples. While this encyclopedia places emphasis on the customs and cultural
practices of each state, history, politics, and economics are also addressed. Because entries average
14,000 to 15,000 words each, contributors are able to expound more extensively on each country
than in similar encyclopedic works with shorter entries. As a result, readers will gain a more
complete understanding of what life is like in Africa's 54 nations and territories, and will be better
able to draw cross-cultural comparisons based on their reading.

what is the official language of niger: A Guide to the World's Major Languages Gauraang




Asan, 2025-01-03 A Guide to the World's Major Languages offers an in-depth exploration of the most
spoken and influential languages globally. We present comprehensive historical, sociological, and
linguistic information, along with extensive descriptions of phonological and graphic systems,
morphology, word formation, syntactic patterns, and lexical features. Each chapter includes updated
bibliographies and census data, detailing the languages' number of speakers, official status, and
cultural and historical significance. We provide detailed overviews of inflectional languages,
highlighting main variants and conjugation classes. Our book emphasizes the grammatical and
sociolinguistic features of major languages, making it a reliable resource for both students and
enthusiasts. It is designed to be accessible to anyone interested in language studies, offering a
thorough understanding of the subject.

what is the official language of niger: Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics ,
2005-11-24 The first edition of ELL (1993, Ron Asher, Editor) was hailed as the field's standard
reference work for a generation. Now the all-new second edition matches ELL's comprehensiveness
and high quality, expanded for a new generation, while being the first encyclopedia to really exploit
the multimedia potential of linguistics. * The most authoritative, up-to-date, comprehensive, and
international reference source in its field * An entirely new work, with new editors, new authors,
new topics and newly commissioned articles with a handful of classic articles * The first
Encyclopedia to exploit the multimedia potential of linguistics through the online edition *
Ground-breaking and International in scope and approach * Alphabetically arranged with extensive
cross-referencing * Available in print and online, priced separately. The online version will include
updates as subjects develop ELL2 includes: * ¢. 7,500,000 words * c. 11,000 pages * c. 3,000 articles
*¢. 1,500 figures: 130 halftones and 150 colour * Supplementary audio, video and text files online *
c. 3,500 glossary definitions * c. 39,000 references * Extensive list of commonly used abbreviations *
List of languages of the world (including information on no. of speakers, language family, etc.) *
Approximately 700 biographical entries (now includes contemporary linguists) * 200 language maps
in print and online Also available online via ScienceDirect - featuring extensive browsing, searching,
and internal cross-referencing between articles in the work, plus dynamic linking to journal articles
and abstract databases, making navigation flexible and easy. For more information, pricing options
and availability visit www.info.sciencedirect.com. The first Encyclopedia to exploit the multimedia
potential of linguistics Ground-breaking in scope - wider than any predecessor An invaluable
resource for researchers, academics, students and professionals in the fields of: linguistics,
anthropology, education, psychology, language acquisition, language pathology, cognitive science,
sociology, the law, the media, medicine & computer science. The most authoritative, up-to-date,
comprehensive, and international reference source in its field

what is the official language of niger: West African Studies Regional Atlas on West Africa
OECD, Sahel and West Africa Club, 2009-07-15 This atlas describes the West African region, its
population, settlement, territories, its economy and its vulnerabilities. It analyses the developments
and the ways in which West Africa is conforming to a constantly changing global environment.

what is the official language of niger: Encyclopedia of Bilingualism and Bilingual Education
Colin Baker, Sylvia Prys Jones, 1998 This encyclopedia is divided into three sections: individual
bilingualism; bilingualism in society and bilingual education. It includes many pictures, graphs, maps
and diagrams. The book concludes with a comprehensive bibliography on bilingualism.

what is the official language of niger: Introduction to Benin Gilad James, PhD, Benin is a
small country in West Africa, bordered by Nigeria to the east, Togo to the west, Burkina Faso to the
north, and the Atlantic Ocean to the south. Formerly called Dahomey, the country achieved
independence from France in 1960. Benin is known for its diverse culture, including the Yoruba,
Fon, Adja, and Bariba peoples, as well as its rich history, which includes the powerful Kingdom of
Dahomey, which existed from the 17th to the 19th century. The country has a mix of religions,
including indigenous African religions, Christianity, and Islam, and its official language is French.
Benin's economy is largely based on agriculture, with most of the population engaged in subsistence
farming. Key crops include cotton, yams, cassava, and maize. The country also has some mineral



resources, although they are not fully exploited. In recent years, Benin has made progress in
boosting economic growth and reducing poverty, although it remains one of the poorest countries in
the world.

what is the official language of niger: Multilingual Development Peter Siemund, 2023-01-05
Explores the multilingual upbringing and development of individuals in their respective societies,
focusing on English as a global language.

what is the official language of niger: International Encyclopedia of Linguistics William J.
Frawley, 2003-05-01 The International Encyclopedia of Linguistics, 2nd Edition encompasses the full
range of the contemporary field of linguistics, including historical, comparative, formal,
mathematical, functional, and philosophical linguistics with special attention given to interrelations
within branches of linguistics and to relations of linguistics with other disciplines. Areas of
intersection with the social and behavioral sciences--ethnolinguistics, sociolinguistics,
psycholinguistics, and behavioral linguistics--receive major coverage, along with interdisciplinary
work in language and literature, mathematical linguistics, computational linguistics, and applied
linguistics. Longer entries in the International Encyclopedia of Linguistics, ranging up to four
thousand words, survey the major fields of study--for example, anthropological linguistics, history of
linguistics, semantics, and phonetics. Shorter entries treat specific topics within these fields, such as
code switching, sound symbolism, and syntactic features. Other short entries define and discuss
technical terms used within the various subfields or provide sketches of the careers of important
scholars in the history of linguistics, such as Leonard Bloomfield, Roman Jakobson, and Edward
Sapir. A major portion of the work is its extensive coverage of languages and language families.
From those as familiar as English, Japanese, and the Romance languages to Hittite, Yoruba, and
Nahuatl, all corners of the world receive treatment. Languages that are the subject of independent
entries are analyzed in terms of their phonology, grammatical features, syntax, and writing systems.
Lists attached to each article on a language group or family enumerate all languages, extinct or still
spoken, within that group and provide detailed information on the number of known speakers,
geographical range, and degree of intelligibility with other languages in the group. In this way,
virtually every known language receives coverage. For ease of reference and to aid research, the
articles are alphabetically arranged, each signed by the contributor, supported by up-to-date
bibliographies, line drawings, maps, tables, and diagrams, and readily accessible via a system of
cross-references and a detailed index and synoptic outline. Authoritative, comprehensive, and
innovative, the 2nd edition of the International Encyclopedia of Linguistics will be an indispensable
addition to personal, public, academic, and research libraries and will introduce a new generation of
readers to the complexities and concerns of this field of study.

what is the official language of niger: Globalization and Transnational Migrations
Oluyato Adesina, 2009-03-26 The past three decades have proved extremely challenging for Africa
and its peoples, both at home and in the Diaspora. Coincidentally, these were also the decades that
globalization reached maturity and that the world became more interconnected and interdependent.
The paradox of globalization for Africa has included increase in marginalization, poverty, inequality,
migration and instability. This book highlights global asymmetries by interfacing the notion of “one
world” or “flat world” with the challenges thrown up by transnational migration, brain drain,
citizenship, identity, multiculturalism, religion and ethnicity. It presents researches and discourses
on globalization across disciplines and across regions, and fosters ongoing inquiry into important
assumptions, beliefs and perspectives about the implications of globalization for Africa and Africans.
It covers major areas of concern—movement of refugees, xenophobia, transition from economic
migration to citizenship, challenges of integration, and conflict of identity. The authors investigate
the experiences of Africans in various economic sectors and geographical locations, and the trends
in hegemony, inequality, cultural changes and the dynamics of social movements and struggles.
Through illuminating narratives and copious explanations, this book assists readers to make sense of
globalization and the position of Africa and Africans in it.

what is the official language of niger: Political Handbook of the World 2022-2023 Tom



Lansford, 2023-06-09 The Political Handbook of the World 2022-2023 provides timely, thorough, and
accurate political information, with more in-depth coverage of current political controversies than
any other reference guide. The updated 2022-2023 edition continues to be the most authoritative
source for finding complete facts and analysis on each country’s governmental and political makeup.
Tom Lansford has compiled in one place more than 200 entries on countries and territories
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