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American Literature in the 1920s: A Journey Through the Jazz Age’s Literary Landscape

american literature in the 1920s captures a fascinating and transformative era in the cultural
history of the United States. This decade, often referred to as the Roaring Twenties or the Jazz Age,
was marked by remarkable social change, economic prosperity, and a deep sense of experimentation
in the arts. American writers during this time both reflected and challenged the shifting values of
society, producing works that continue to resonate today. Exploring this vibrant period reveals how
literature became a mirror to the hopes, disillusionments, and complexities of post-World War I
America.

The Cultural Context Behind American Literature in the
1920s

The 1920s was a decade of dynamic contrasts. On one hand, it was a time of unprecedented
economic growth and modernization. On the other, it saw lingering social tensions, such as racial
inequality and the struggle for women’s rights. The aftermath of World War I left many Americans
questioning traditional norms and searching for new identities. This restless energy influenced the
literary scene profoundly.

The rise of jazz music, the flapper culture, Prohibition, and the Harlem Renaissance all served as
backdrops to the literary innovations of the time. Writers were experimenting with form and content,
pushing boundaries in narrative style, and tackling themes like alienation, materialism, and the quest
for meaning.

Key Movements and Themes in 1920s American
Literature

The Lost Generation: Voices of Disillusionment

One of the most notable literary groups of the 1920s was the Lost Generation—a term popularized by
Ernest Hemingway and Gertrude Stein to describe a cohort of American expatriate writers living
primarily in Paris. These authors grappled with feelings of disillusionment following the horrors of
World War I, often portraying protagonists who felt disconnected from traditional American values.

Authors such as Ernest Hemingway, F. Scott Fitzgerald, and T. S. Eliot crafted works that exemplified
this theme. Hemingway’s minimalist style and terse prose captured the emotional detachment of his
characters, while Fitzgerald’s novels explored the decadence and moral ambiguity of the Jazz Age. T.
S. Eliot’s poetry, meanwhile, introduced modernist sensibilities with its fragmented structure and
allusive depth.



The Harlem Renaissance: A Flourishing of African American
Voices

Another crucial aspect of american literature in the 1920s was the Harlem Renaissance, a cultural and
intellectual movement centered in Harlem, New York. This period marked a significant emergence of
African American writers, poets, and thinkers who celebrated Black identity, history, and culture.

Figures like Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, and Claude McKay brought fresh perspectives and
vibrant voices to American letters. Their work often intertwined themes of racial pride, social injustice,
and the search for self-expression. The Harlem Renaissance expanded the literary landscape and
challenged mainstream narratives, making it an essential chapter in understanding 1920s literature.

Modernism and Experimentation in Narrative Form

The 1920s saw a surge in modernist literature, characterized by a break from conventional
storytelling and an embrace of innovative techniques. Writers experimented with stream of
consciousness, non-linear narratives, and symbolic imagery to delve deeper into psychological and
existential themes.

For example, William Faulkner’s works, though emerging slightly later, were rooted in the modernist
impulse that took hold during the 1920s. His complex narrative structures illuminated the fractured
nature of Southern identity and history. Similarly, Gertrude Stein’s avant-garde prose challenged
readers to rethink language and meaning.

Prominent Works and Authors Defining American
Literature in the 1920s

F. Scott Fitzgerald and The Great Gatsby

No discussion of american literature in the 1920s is complete without mentioning F. Scott Fitzgerald’s
masterpiece, *The Great Gatsby*. Published in 1925, the novel captures the spirit of the Jazz Age
through its portrayal of wealth, ambition, and the elusive American Dream. Gatsby’s parties, his
yearning for Daisy, and the moral decay lurking beneath the glittering surface provide a sharp critique
of 1920s society.

Fitzgerald’s lush prose and incisive social commentary made this work a definitive novel of the
decade and a staple of American literary studies.

Ernest Hemingway’s Impact and Style

Ernest Hemingway revolutionized American prose with his stripped-down, economical writing style



that conveyed powerful emotions through understatement. His 1926 novel, *The Sun Also Rises*,
exemplifies the Lost Generation’s themes of postwar alienation and disillusionment.

Hemingway’s approach to storytelling—often called the “iceberg theory”—influenced generations of
writers and remains a cornerstone of modern American fiction.

Langston Hughes and the Voice of Harlem

Langston Hughes, one of the central figures of the Harlem Renaissance, brought poetry and prose
that celebrated Black culture with lyrical vibrancy. His works such as “The Weary Blues” and
“Montage of a Dream Deferred” blend jazz rhythms with poignant social observations.

Hughes’s accessible style and commitment to portraying the everyday lives of African Americans
helped to democratize literature and broaden its cultural relevance.

How American Literature in the 1920s Influences Today

Understanding american literature in the 1920s offers valuable insights into how literature can
simultaneously reflect and shape societal values. The era’s emphasis on innovation, cultural diversity,
and social critique paved the way for many contemporary literary movements.

For readers and writers today, studying this period encourages an appreciation for narrative
experimentation and the courage to address difficult social issues. Whether through the lens of the
Lost Generation’s existential angst or the Harlem Renaissance’s celebration of identity, the 1920s
continue to inspire new generations to explore complex human experiences through literature.

Tips for Exploring 1920s American Literature

Start with landmark texts: Dive into *The Great Gatsby* or *The Sun Also Rises* to get a feel
for the major themes and styles.

Explore poetry and prose: Look beyond novels to poetry by Langston Hughes or T. S. Eliot —
their work offers unique insights into the period’s mood.

Consider the historical context: Understanding Prohibition, the Jazz Age, and the social
dynamics of the 1920s enriches your reading experience.

Compare diverse voices: Contrast the perspectives of expatriate writers with those from the
Harlem Renaissance to appreciate the decade’s cultural complexity.

American literature in the 1920s remains a testament to a decade defined by change, creativity, and
a profound questioning of identity. Its legacy lives on in the enduring works and voices that continue



to challenge, entertain, and enlighten readers around the world. Whether you’re a student, a casual
reader, or a literary enthusiast, immersing yourself in this era opens a window into the heart of
American cultural history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the defining characteristics of American literature in
the 1920s?
American literature in the 1920s is characterized by modernism, a break from traditional forms,
experimentation with style and narrative, and themes exploring disillusionment, the Jazz Age, the
American Dream, and social change.

Who were some prominent American authors of the 1920s?
Prominent American authors of the 1920s include F. Scott Fitzgerald, Ernest Hemingway, Langston
Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, and William Faulkner.

How did the Harlem Renaissance influence American
literature in the 1920s?
The Harlem Renaissance was a cultural movement centered in Harlem, New York, that celebrated
African American culture and identity. It significantly influenced American literature by bringing
African American voices, themes of racial pride, and social justice issues to the forefront through
writers like Langston Hughes and Zora Neale Hurston.

What role did the Jazz Age play in shaping the literature of
the 1920s?
The Jazz Age, marked by jazz music's popularity and a vibrant social scene, inspired writers to depict
the era's extravagance, freedom, and moral ambiguity. This is evident in works like Fitzgerald's "The
Great Gatsby," which examines the decadence and disillusionment of the time.

How did the 1920s literary works reflect the social changes
occurring in America?
Literary works of the 1920s reflected social changes such as urbanization, changing gender roles,
Prohibition, and racial tensions. Writers explored themes of alienation, the questioning of traditional
values, and the complexities of modern life, mirroring the rapidly evolving American society.

Additional Resources
American Literature in the 1920s: A Decade of Innovation and Cultural Reflection



american literature in the 1920s represents a pivotal era marked by profound social change,
artistic experimentation, and the emergence of distinct literary voices that reshaped the nation's
cultural landscape. This decade, often referred to as the Jazz Age or the Roaring Twenties, witnessed
writers grappling with the aftermath of World War I, economic prosperity, and shifting social norms.
The literature of this period is characterized by a break from traditional forms, an exploration of
modernist themes, and a vibrant depiction of the complexities of American identity.

The Contextual Backdrop of American Literature in the
1920s

To understand american literature in the 1920s, one must first consider the historical and cultural
forces at play. The conclusion of the First World War in 1918 left a generation disillusioned and
questioning previously held beliefs about progress and morality. The economic boom of the decade
fueled urbanization and consumer culture, while Prohibition and the Harlem Renaissance created
fertile ground for new artistic expressions. These diverse influences converged to produce literature
that was both a reflection and critique of contemporary society.

The 1920s also saw the migration of African Americans to northern cities, which invigorated cultural
production and introduced new perspectives into mainstream literature. This period’s literary output
cannot be divorced from the broader social upheavals, including the struggle for civil rights, women's
suffrage, and the tension between traditional values and modern lifestyles.

Modernism and the Break from Tradition

One of the defining features of american literature in the 1920s is the rise of Modernism—a
movement that emphasized experimentation with narrative structures, language, and themes.
Writers rejected linear storytelling and conventional realism in favor of fragmented, symbolic, and
often ambiguous prose and poetry. This shift mirrored the fragmented reality of the postwar world
and the complexities of modern life.

Prominent modernist figures such as F. Scott Fitzgerald, Ernest Hemingway, and William Faulkner
emerged during this decade. Their works frequently explored themes of alienation, the
disillusionment of the American Dream, and the search for meaning in a rapidly changing world.

Key Authors and Their Contributions

F. Scott Fitzgerald: Often hailed as the quintessential chronicler of the Jazz Age, Fitzgerald’s
novel The Great Gatsby (1925) remains a critical exploration of wealth, decadence, and the
elusive nature of the American Dream. His lyrical style and acute social commentary capture
the spirit and contradictions of the 1920s.

Ernest Hemingway: Known for his distinctive economical prose, Hemingway’s works such as
The Sun Also Rises (1926) portray the “Lost Generation,” a cohort of expatriates grappling with



postwar disillusionment. His sparse style contrasted sharply with the ornate literary traditions
that preceded him.

William Faulkner: While his most celebrated works appeared later, Faulkner’s early 1920s
writings laid the foundation for his complex narrative techniques and exploration of the
American South’s social and psychological landscapes.

Zora Neale Hurston: A pivotal figure in the Harlem Renaissance, Hurston’s anthropological
approach and vibrant storytelling in works like Jonah’s Gourd Vine (1934) brought African
American folklore and vernacular speech into mainstream literature.

Langston Hughes: As a leading voice of the Harlem Renaissance, Hughes infused his poetry
and prose with jazz rhythms and themes of racial pride, social justice, and the African American
experience.

The Harlem Renaissance: A Literary and Cultural
Explosion

The Harlem Renaissance was arguably the most significant cultural movement influencing american
literature in the 1920s. Centered in Harlem, New York City, this renaissance represented a flourishing
of African American arts, including literature, music, and visual arts. Writers used their works to
challenge prevailing racial stereotypes and to assert a new, empowered black identity.

This movement not only redefined African American literature but also influenced the broader literary
scene by introducing new themes and styles. It emphasized the importance of racial pride, cultural
heritage, and social equality, all of which were groundbreaking in a segregated society.

Impact on American Literary Canon

The Harlem Renaissance writers expanded the American literary canon by highlighting voices that
had been marginalized or ignored. Their contributions during the 1920s laid the groundwork for later
civil rights literature and continued to inspire generations of writers worldwide.

Literary Themes and Innovations of the 1920s

American literature in the 1920s is notable for its thematic diversity and formal innovation. Several
recurring themes include:

The American Dream and Its Discontents: Many authors examined the promises and
failures of the American Dream, often portraying it as an unattainable ideal fraught with moral
decay and social inequality.



Alienation and Disillusionment: Reflecting the postwar zeitgeist, writers explored feelings of
estrangement from society, self, and traditional values.

Modernity and Urban Life: The rapid growth of cities and the rise of consumer culture were
frequent subjects, highlighting both their allure and their anxieties.

Race and Identity: The exploration of racial identity, particularly through the Harlem
Renaissance, challenged dominant narratives and enriched American literature’s thematic
scope.

Formally, the decade witnessed experimentation with narrative perspectives, stream-of-
consciousness techniques, and fragmented structures, all hallmarks of literary modernism. These
innovations allowed authors to delve deeper into psychological complexity and to represent reality in
more nuanced ways.

Comparisons with Previous Literary Periods

Unlike the realism and naturalism dominant in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the 1920s
embraced ambiguity and subjectivity. The transition from Victorian moral certainty to modernist
skepticism represented a major shift in American letters. While earlier writers often focused on social
issues through detailed depictions of everyday life, 1920s authors were more inclined to interrogate
the internal experiences of their characters and the symbolic meanings of their settings.

The Role of Women Writers in the 1920s

The decade also marked significant progress for women writers, who used literature to explore gender
roles and female autonomy amid changing social conditions. The passage of the 19th Amendment in
1920, granting women suffrage, coincided with a surge in female literary voices.

Writers such as Edna St. Vincent Millay, Dorothy Parker, and Edith Wharton challenged traditional
portrayals of women, addressing themes of independence, sexuality, and societal expectations. Their
work contributed to the broader cultural conversations about modern womanhood and the evolving
roles of women in American society.

Pros and Cons of the Literary Shifts

Pros: The modernist experimentation enriched american literature in the 1920s by fostering
originality, psychological depth, and a willingness to confront difficult social realities. The
inclusion of diverse voices, notably from the Harlem Renaissance and women writers,
broadened the cultural perspective of American letters.

Cons: The complexity and ambiguity of modernist texts sometimes alienated readers



accustomed to traditional narratives. Additionally, the focus on elite literary circles occasionally
overshadowed popular or regional literary forms, limiting the immediate reach of some works.

Legacy of American Literature in the 1920s

The literary innovations and cultural reflections of the 1920s left an indelible mark on the trajectory of
American literature. The decade’s authors pioneered narrative techniques and thematic explorations
that continue to influence contemporary writers. Moreover, the decade’s engagement with race,
gender, and identity issues set the stage for the social and literary movements that followed.

In examining american literature in the 1920s, it becomes clear that this era was not merely a
historical moment but a dynamic and transformative force. It offered a new language and vision for
capturing the complexities of modern American life, one that resonates in literary studies and popular
culture to this day.
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Essays on institutions conclude the collection, although a critical mass of contributors throughout
explore long-term literary and cultural trends - where political repression, race prejudice, war, and
counterrevolution are no less prominent than experimentation, progress, and egalitarianism.
  american literature in the 1920s: The Cambridge History of American Literature: Volume 3,
Prose Writing, 1860-1920 Sacvan Bercovitch, Cyrus R. K. Patell, 1994 Multi-volume history of
American literature.
  american literature in the 1920s: African American Literature in Transition,
1920–1930: Volume 9 Miriam Thaggert, Rachel Farebrother, 2022-04-07 African American
Literature in Transition, 1920-1930 presents original essays that map ideological, historical, and
cultural shifts in the 1920s. Complicating the familiar reading of the 1920s as a decade that began
with a spectacular boom and ended with disillusionment and bust, the collection explores the range
and diversity of Black cultural production. Emphasizing a generative contrast between the
ephemeral qualities of periodicals, clothes, and décor and the relative fixity of canonical texts, this
volume captures in its dynamics a cultural movement that was fluid and expansive. Chapters by
leading scholars are grouped into four sections: 'Habitus, Sound, Fashion'; 'Spaces: Chronicles of
Harlem and Beyond'; 'Uplift Renewed: Religion, Protest, and Education,' and 'Serial Reading:
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Eugene V. Moran, 2002 With special emphasis on literary merit, this book chronicles the literature
of the great nations of Britain and America from their earliest origins to the twenty-first century.
  american literature in the 1920s: American Literature and the Academy Kermit Vanderbilt,
1989-02 This book is a volume in the Penn Press Anniversary Collection. To mark its 125th
anniversary in 2015, the University of Pennsylvania Press rereleased more than 1,100 titles from
Penn Press's distinguished backlist from 1899-1999 that had fallen out of print. Spanning an entire
century, the Anniversary Collection offers peer-reviewed scholarship in a wide range of subject
areas.
  american literature in the 1920s: The Continuum Encyclopedia of American Literature
Steven R. Serafin, Alfred Bendixen, 2005-09-01 More than ten years in the making, this
comprehensive single-volume literary survey is for the student, scholar, and general reader. The
Continuum Encyclopedia of American Literature represents a collaborative effort, involving 300
contributors from across the US and Canada. Composed of more than 1,100 signed
biographical-critical entries, this Encyclopedia serves as both guide and companion to the study and
appreciation of American literature. A special feature is the topical article, of which there are 70.
  american literature in the 1920s: The Chronology of American Literature Daniel S. Burt,
2004 If you are looking to brush up on your literary knowledge, check a favorite author's work, or
see a year's bestsellers at a glance, The Chronology of American Literature is the perfect resource.
At once an authoritative reference and an ideal browser's guide, this book outlines the indispensable
information in America's rich literary past--from major publications to lesser-known gems--while also
identifying larger trends along the literary timeline. Who wrote the first published book in America?
When did Edgar Allan Poe achieve notoriety as a mystery writer? What was Hemingway's breakout
title? With more than 8,000 works by 5,000 authors, The Chronology makes it easy to find answers
to these questions and more. Authors and their works are grouped within each year by category:
fiction and nonfiction; poems; drama; literary criticism; and publishing events. Short, concise entries
describe an author's major works for a particular year while placing them within the larger context
of that writer's career. The result is a fascinating glimpse into the evolution of some of America's
most prominent writers. Perhaps most important, The Chronology offers an invaluable line through
our literary past, tying literature to the American experience--war and peace, boom and bust, and
reaction to social change. You'll find everything here from Benjamin Franklin's Experiments and
Observations on Electricity, to Davy Crockett's first memoir; from Thoreau's Civil Disobedience to
Edith Wharton's Ethan Frome; from meditations by James Weldon Johnson and James Agee to poetry
by Elizabeth Bishop. Also included here are seminal works by authors such as Rachel Carson, Toni



Morrison, John Updike, and Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. Lavishly illustrated--and rounded out with handy
bestseller lists throughout the twentieth century, lists of literary awards and prizes, and authors'
birth and death dates--The Chronology of American Literature belongs on the shelf of every
bibliophile and literary enthusiast. It is the essential link to our literary past and present.
  american literature in the 1920s: Philanthropic Discourse in Anglo-American Literature,
1850–1920 Frank Q. Christianson, Leslee Thorne-Murphy, 2017-10-19 “Offers . . . a clearer insight
into the scope and function of philanthropy in political and private life and the impacts that women
writers and activists had.” —Edith Wharton Review From the mid-nineteenth century until the rise of
the modern welfare state in the early twentieth century, Anglo-American philanthropic giving gained
an unprecedented measure of cultural authority as it changed in kind and degree. Civil society took
on the responsibility for confronting the adverse effects of industrialism, and transnational
discussions of poverty, urbanization, and women’s work, and sympathy provided a means of
understanding and debating social reform. While philanthropic institutions left a transactional
record of money and materials, philanthropic discourse yielded a rich corpus of writing that
represented, rationalized, and shaped these rapidly industrializing societies, drawing on and
informing other modernizing discourses including religion, economics, and social science. Showing
the fundamentally transatlantic nature of this discourse from 1850 to 1920, the authors gather a
wide variety of literary sources that crossed national and colonial borders within the Anglo-American
range of influence. Through manifestos, fundraising tracts, novels, letters, and pamphlets, they piece
together the intellectual world where philanthropists reasoned through their efforts and redefined
the public sector.
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Updated throughout and with much new material, A History of American Literature, Second Edition,
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Literature from pre-Columbian times to the present. The most comprehensive and up-to-date history
of American literature available today Covers fiction, poetry, drama, and non-fiction, as well as other
forms of literature including folktale, spirituals, the detective story, the thriller, and science fiction
Explores the plural character of American literature, including the contributions made by African
American, Native American, Hispanic and Asian American writers Considers how our understanding
of American literature has changed over the past?thirty years Situates American literature in the
contexts of American history, politics and society Offers an invaluable introduction to American
literature for students at all levels, academic and general readers
  american literature in the 1920s: The Concise Oxford Companion to African American
Literature William L. Andrews, Frances Smith Foster, Trudier Harris, 2001-02-15 A breathtaking
achievement, this Concise Companion is a suitable crown to the astonishing production in African
American literature and criticism that has swept over American literary studies in the last two
decades. It offers an enormous range of writers-from Sojourner Truth to Frederick Douglass, from
Zora Neale Hurston to Ralph Ellison, and from Toni Morrison to August Wilson. It contains entries
on major works (including synopses of novels), such as Harriet Jacobs's Incidents in the Life of a
Slave Girl, Richard Wright's Native Son, and Lorraine Hansberry's A Raisin in the Sun. It also
incorporates information on literary characters such as Bigger Thomas, Coffin Ed Johnson, Kunta
Kinte, Sula Peace, as well as on character types such as Aunt Jemima, Brer Rabbit, John Henry,
Stackolee, and the trickster. Icons of black culture are addressed, including vivid details about the
lives of Muhammad Ali, John Coltrane, Marcus Garvey, Jackie Robinson, John Brown, and Harriet
Tubman. Here, too, are general articles on poetry, fiction, and drama; on autobiography, slave
narratives, Sunday School literature, and oratory; as well as on a wide spectrum of related topics.
Compact yet thorough, this handy volume gathers works from a vast array of sources--from the black
periodical press to women's clubs--making it one of the most substantial guides available on the
growing, exciting world of African American literature.
  american literature in the 1920s: Images of America in Scandinavia Poul Houe, Sven Hakon
Rossel, 1998 The subject of Images of America in Scandinavia, the first comprehensive study of its



kind, is as multifaceted, complex, and overwhelming as America or the United States, itself. It
concerns the nature and function, reality and fiction of such images in Denmark, Norway, and
Sweden past and present. The book is intended to be a source of solid information as well as a
starting point for further inquiries into its cultural territory. Part of its focus is on images of America
rooted in printed sources, but, in addition, general surveys of other cultural signs of America in the
Scandinavian countries present a broader picture and provide some of the background for the
predominantly literary images. Issues such as government and politics, popular and vanguard music
and art, and socio-cultural institutions intermittently come to the fore. Framing the volume's three
pairs of national surveys is an introductory chapter, which addresses the entire subject from a
bird's-eye view, and a concluding chapter, which, by contrast, delves into the cross-fire of sentiments
defining people whose images of America, are both American and Scandinavian. The discussion of
America as perceived in Scandinavia sheds new light on intriguing inter-Scandinavian cultural
distinctions and borderlines. Countless books and articles, methods and theories, have been devoted
to the study of national and cultural identity. Still, the exchanges between such identities and the
images they engender - so indispensable for the participants in a global culture - remain clouded by
many misconceptions. Images of America in Scandinavia whose editors and authors all have
Scandinavian backgrounds, will contribute an improved understanding of the cultural interplay
between Scandinavia and the United States of America.
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Literature, Volume 2 Gene Andrew Jarrett, 2014-01-28 The Wiley Blackwell Anthology of African
American Literature is a comprehensive collection of poems, short stories, novellas, novels, plays,
autobiographies, and essays authored by African Americans from the eighteenth century until the
present. Evenly divided into two volumes, it is also the first such anthology to be conceived and
published for both classroom and online education in the new millennium. Reflects the current
scholarly and pedagogic structure of African American literary studies Selects literary texts
according to extensive research on classroom adoptions, scholarship, and the expert opinions of
leading professors Organizes literary texts according to more appropriate periods of literary history,
dividing them into seven sections that accurately depict intellectual, cultural, and political
movements Includes more reprints of entire works and longer selections of major works than any
other anthology of its kind This second volume contains a comprehensive collection of texts authored
by African Americans from the 1920s to the present The two volumes of this landmark anthology can
also be bought as a set, at over 20% savings.
  american literature in the 1920s: Ethnic American Literature Emmanuel S. Nelson,
2015-02-17 Unlike any other book of its kind, this volume celebrates published works from a broad
range of American ethnic groups not often featured in the typical canon of literature. This culturally
rich encyclopedia contains 160 alphabetically arranged entries on African American, Asian
American, Latino/a, and Native American literary traditions, among others. The book introduces the
uniquely American mosaic of multicultural literature by chronicling the achievements of American
writers of non-European descent and highlighting the ethnic diversity of works from the colonial era
to the present. The work features engaging topics like the civil rights movement, bilingualism,
assimilation, and border narratives. Entries provide historical overviews of literary periods along
with profiles of major authors and great works, including Toni Morrison, Maxine Hong Kingston,
Maya Angelou, Sherman Alexie, A Raisin in the Sun, American Born Chinese, and The House on
Mango Street. The book also provides concise overviews of genres not often featured in textbooks,
like the Chinese American novel, African American young adult literature, Mexican American
autobiography, and Cuban American poetry.
  american literature in the 1920s: The Oxford Companion to American Literature James
D. Hart, Phillip Leininger, 1995-10-12 For more than half a century, James D. Hart's The Oxford
Companion to American Literature has been an unparalleled guide to America's literary culture,
providing one of the finest resources to this country's rich history of great writers. Now this
acclaimed work has been completely revised and updated to reflect current developments in the



world of American letters.For the sixth edition, editors James D. Hart and Phillip Leininger have
updated the Companion in light of what has happened in American literature since 1982. To this
end, they have revised the entries on such established authors as Saul Bellow, Norman Mailer, and
Joyce Carol Oates, and they have added more than 180 new entries on novelists (T. Coraghessan
Boyle, Tim O'Brien, Louise Erdrich, Don De Lillo), poets (Rita Dove, Weldon Kees), playwrights
(Wendy Wasserstein, August Wilson), popular writers (Stephen King, Louis L'Amour), historians
(James M. McPherson, David Herbert Donald, William Manchester), naturalists (Aldo Leopold,
Edward Abbey), and literary critics (Camille Paglia, Richard Ellmann). In addition, the Companion
boasts more women's, African-American, and ethnic voices, with new entries on such luminaries as
Charlotte Perkins Gilman, M.F.K. Fisher, William Least Heat-Moon, Ursula Le Guin, and Oscar
Hijuelos, among many others.These additions represent only some of the revisions for the new
edition. Of course, the basic qualities of the Companion that readers have grown to know and love
over the years are as superb as ever. With over 5,000 total entries, The Oxford Companion to
American Literature reflects a dynamic balance between past and contemporary literature,
surveying virtually every aspect of our national literature, from the Pulitzer Prize to pulp fiction, and
from Walt Whitman to William F. Buckley, Jr. There are over 2,000 biographical profiles of important
American authors (with information regarding their styles, subjects, and major works) and
influential foreign writers as well as other figures who have been important in the nation's social and
cultural history. There are more than 1,100 full summaries of important American novels, stories,
essays, poems (with verse form noted), plays, biographies and autobiographies, tracts, narratives,
and histories. The new edition provides historical background and astute commentary on literary
schools and movements, literary awards, magazines, newspapers, and a wide variety of other
matters directly related to writing in America. Finally, the book is thoroughly cross-referenced and
features an extensive and fully updated index of literary and social history.Ranging from Captain
John Smith to John Updike, and from Anne Bradstreet to Anne Rice, the sixth edition of The Oxford
Companion to American Literature is up to date, accurate, and comprehensive, a delight for both the
casual browser and the serious student.
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French, 1980-11-01
  american literature in the 1920s: Spirits of Defiance Kathleen Morgan Drowne, 2005
  american literature in the 1920s: Encyclopedia of the Harlem Renaissance: K-Y Cary D.
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