definition of fairy tale genre

**Understanding the Definition of Fairy Tale Genre: A Journey into Magical
Storytelling**

definition of fairy tale genre might seem straightforward at first glance —
tales about fairies, magic, and enchanted lands. However, the fairy tale
genre encompasses much more than just whimsical stories for children. It is a
vibrant and rich narrative tradition that has evolved over centuries,
touching on cultural values, human psychology, and imaginative storytelling.
Let’s dive deep into what defines a fairy tale, the characteristics that set
it apart, and why it continues to captivate audiences worldwide.

What Is the Definition of Fairy Tale Genre?

At its core, the definition of fairy tale genre refers to a type of folklore
or literary narrative characterized by fantastical elements and simple, yet
profound storytelling. Fairy tales often feature magical creatures, enchanted
objects, and otherworldly adventures that serve as allegories for moral
lessons or human experiences.

Unlike myths or legends, which may explain natural phenomena or historical
events, fairy tales exist primarily to entertain and instruct through
imagination. They are typically short stories passed down orally before being
written down, often involving good versus evil, transformation, quests, and
happy endings.

The Roots of Fairy Tale Genre

The origins of the fairy tale genre trace back to ancient oral traditions
found in cultures around the world. Stories featuring supernatural beings and
magical happenings have appeared in civilizations from Europe to Asia, Africa
to the Americas. These tales were a way for communities to share values,
fears, and hopes through memorable narratives.

In the 17th and 18th centuries, collectors like the Brothers Grimm and
Charles Perrault began compiling these stories, giving the fairy tale genre a
more defined literary form. Their collections helped popularize fairy tales,
preserving them for generations and shaping the genre’s modern identity.

Key Characteristics That Define the Fairy Tale
Genre

Understanding the definition of fairy tale genre involves recognizing
specific traits that these stories typically share. While there is some
variation, several elements recur in fairy tales across cultures.



Magical and Supernatural Elements

Magic is the heart of fairy tales. Whether it’s a fairy godmother granting
wishes, a talking animal, or an enchanted castle, supernatural phenomena are
central to the plot. These magical components create a sense of wonder and
allow the narrative to explore themes beyond everyday reality.

Simple, Universal Themes

Fairy tales often tackle universal themes such as good versus evil, love,
bravery, and justice. The stories are straightforward, making them accessible
to audiences of all ages. This simplicity allows the tales to convey moral
lessons or cultural values without complex subplots.

Stock Characters and Archetypes

The definition of fairy tale genre also includes the use of recognizable
characters like the wicked witch, the brave prince, the damsel in distress,
or the clever trickster. These archetypes help audiences instantly understand
the roles and motivations within the story.

Happy Endings and Moral Lessons

Most fairy tales conclude with a resolution that rewards virtue and punishes
vice. This structure reassures listeners and readers that good triumphs over
evil, reinforcing societal norms and encouraging positive behavior.

How Fairy Tales Differ from Other Genres

Distinguishing the fairy tale genre from other literary forms can clarify its
unique place in storytelling traditions.

Fairy Tales vs. Folklore

While fairy tales are a subset of folklore, folklore includes a broader range
of stories such as myths, legends, and fables. Fairy tales focus more on
magic and fantasy and less on explaining historical or religious phenomena.

Fairy Tales vs. Fantasy

Fantasy literature shares many elements with fairy tales, like magical worlds
and creatures. However, fantasy novels tend to be longer, more complex, and
often build entire imaginary worlds, whereas fairy tales are usually concise
and centered around a single moral or event.



Fairy Tales vs. Fables

Fables are short stories that use animals as characters to teach specific
lessons, often explicitly stated at the end. Fairy tales, on the other hand,
involve human or mythical characters and typically embed morals within the
narrative rather than stating them outright.

The Cultural Significance of the Definition of
Fairy Tale Genre

Fairy tales are more than just entertaining stories; they hold deep cultural
and psychological importance.

Reflecting Societal Values

Through the definition of fairy tale genre, we see how these stories mirror
the beliefs and customs of the societies that created them. For example, many
European fairy tales emphasize virtues like obedience and kindness,
reflecting the social expectations of their time.

Psychological Insights

Psychologists like Bruno Bettelheim have explored how fairy tales help
children process complex emotions and fears. The symbolic nature of fairy
tales allows readers to confront challenges like loss, danger, and growth in
a safe and imaginative way.

Evolution and Adaptation

Fairy tales continue to evolve, with modern retellings and adaptations
reflecting contemporary issues and diversity. This adaptability highlights
the enduring relevance of the definition of fairy tale genre and its capacity
to resonate with new generations.

Tips for Identifying Fairy Tales in Literature

For those interested in exploring or analyzing fairy tales, here are some
helpful pointers:

e Look for magical or supernatural elements: Presence of enchantments,
mythical creatures, or spells is a strong indicator.

e Check for archetypal characters: Characters like princesses, witches,
heroes, and villains often appear.

e Observe the story structure: Simple plots with clear good vs. evil



conflicts and a resolution.

e Consider the moral or lesson: Fairy tales usually impart wisdom or
ethical guidance.

e Note the setting: Often set in an unspecified “

fantastical place.

once upon a time” or a

Why the Definition of Fairy Tale Genre Matters
Today

Understanding what defines a fairy tale genre enriches our appreciation for
these timeless stories. Whether enjoyed by children or studied by scholars,
fairy tales offer windows into human creativity and cultural history. They
teach us about hope, resilience, and the power of imagination. As
storytelling continues to shape our world, the fairy tale genre remains a
vital part of that narrative landscape.

Exploring the definition of fairy tale genre empowers readers and writers
alike to recognize and create stories that inspire wonder, provoke thought,
and connect us across generations. So next time you hear about Cinderella,
Snow White, or any magical tale, you’ll know exactly what makes it part of
this enchanting literary tradition.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of the fairy tale genre?

The fairy tale genre refers to a type of folk narrative that typically
features magical creatures, fantastical events, and moral lessons, often set
in a timeless, imaginary world.

How does the fairy tale genre differ from fantasy?

While both genres include magical elements, fairy tales are usually shorter,
focus on traditional folklore, and often convey moral lessons, whereas
fantasy is broader and can include complex world-building and diverse
narrative structures.

What are common characteristics of the fairy tale
genre?

Common characteristics include magical beings (like fairies, witches), a
clear distinction between good and evil, a moral or lesson, simple plots, and
a setting in an undefined past or magical realm.

Why are fairy tales considered a distinct genre?

Fairy tales are considered a distinct genre because of their specific
narrative style, use of folkloric motifs, cultural origins, and their



traditional function of teaching morals through fantastical storytelling.

Can contemporary stories be classified as fairy
tales?
Yes, contemporary stories can be classified as fairy tales if they

incorporate key elements such as magic, moral lessons, and a folkloric
narrative style, even if adapted to modern settings.

What role do moral lessons play in the fairy tale
genre?

Moral lessons are central to fairy tales, as these stories often aim to teach
values and ethical principles through the consequences faced by characters.

Are all fairy tales suitable for children?

Not all fairy tales are suitable for children; many original versions contain
dark themes, violence, and mature content that have been softened in modern
retellings.

How has the definition of the fairy tale genre
evolved over time?

The definition has expanded from traditional oral folk stories to include
written literature and modern adaptations that maintain core elements like
magic and moral lessons but may explore new themes and complexities.

What distinguishes a fairy tale from a myth or
legend?

Fairy tales typically involve fantastical elements and moral lessons without
claiming historical truth, whereas myths explain natural phenomena or
cultural origins, and legends are semi-historical narratives often rooted in
real events.

Why is the setting important in defining the fairy
tale genre?

The setting, often an undefined, magical, or distant past world, creates a
timeless and universal backdrop that allows for the suspension of reality and
emphasizes the story's fantastical and moral aspects.

Additional Resources

Definition of Fairy Tale Genre: An In-Depth Exploration

definition of fairy tale genre serves as a fundamental inquiry for literary
scholars, educators, and enthusiasts alike. This genre, rich in tradition and
cultural significance, has captivated audiences for centuries with its blend
of fantasy, morality, and universal themes. Understanding the fairy tale
genre requires an examination of its defining characteristics, historical



evolution, and the ways it differentiates itself from related narrative forms
such as folklore, myths, and legends.

Understanding the Definition of Fairy Tale
Genre

At its core, the fairy tale genre comprises short narratives that typically
involve magical elements, fantastical creatures, and a clear moral or lesson.
These stories often begin with an archetypal opening phrase—such as "Once
upon a time"—and follow a structure that includes conflict, climax, and
resolution, usually culminating in a happily-ever—-after ending. The genre 1is
primarily aimed at children but also holds appeal for adult audiences due to
its layered meanings and cultural reflections.

The definition of fairy tale genre is not rigid; rather, it is fluid and
adaptable across cultures and epochs. However, several key elements
consistently appear: the presence of supernatural forces, a clear distinction
between good and evil, and the use of symbolic characters like witches,
princes, or talking animals. Unlike myths, which often explain natural
phenomena or religious beliefs, fairy tales focus on human experiences and
moral lessons conveyed through imaginative storytelling.

Distinguishing Features of Fairy Tales

To better grasp the definition of fairy tale genre, it is crucial to
highlight the aspects that set it apart from other narrative genres:

e Magical and supernatural elements: Fairy tales incorporate magic as a
natural part of the story world, whether through enchanted objects,
spells, or otherworldly beings.

e Simple, archetypal characters: Characters such as the hero, villain,
damsel in distress, and fairy godmother serve symbolic roles rather than
complex psychological portraits.

e Clear moral or lesson: Fairy tales often conclude with an explicit or
implicit teaching, guiding readers toward virtues like kindness,
bravery, or Jjustice.

e Universal themes: Themes of love, betrayal, transformation, and Jjustice
resonate across cultures and time periods.

e Oral tradition origins: Many fairy tales originated as oral stories
passed down through generations before being written down.

These features collectively contribute to the enduring popularity and
recognizability of the fairy tale genre.



The Historical Evolution of the Fairy Tale
Genre

The definition of fairy tale genre cannot be fully appreciated without a
historical perspective. Fairy tales have their roots in ancient oral
traditions, where storytelling served as a means to entertain, educate, and
preserve cultural identity. Early examples date back to antiquity, with tales
appearing in cultures ranging from Ancient Egypt to India and Greece.

The term “fairy tale” itself emerged in the 17th century, tied to the French
literary movement known as "contes de fées," exemplified by writers such as
Charles Perrault. Perrault’s versions of stories like "Cinderella" and
"Sleeping Beauty" established a more refined and literary approach to these
folk narratives. Later, the Brothers Grimm in the 19th century collected and
published German folk tales, emphasizing their roots in popular tradition and
often presenting darker, more complex versions than Perrault’s.

Modern interpretations and retellings have further expanded the genre's
boundaries, incorporating contemporary themes and diverse cultural
perspectives. This historical evolution reflects changing societal values and
the adaptability of the fairy tale genre to new contexts.

Comparisons with Related Genres

While exploring the definition of fairy tale genre, it is important to
differentiate it from related genres such as:

e Myths: Myths often deal with gods, creation stories, and cosmology,
serving religious or explanatory functions.

e Legends: Legends are rooted in historical events or figures but tend to
be exaggerated or romanticized.

e Fables: Fables are concise tales that convey moral lessons, typically
featuring talking animals but generally more didactic and less
fantastical than fairy tales.

These distinctions help clarify the unique narrative qualities that define
fairy tales and their cultural role.

Contemporary Relevance and Adaptations

The definition of fairy tale genre continues to evolve, particularly in

contemporary media. Fairy tales have been adapted into films, television
series, graphic novels, and video games, often reinterpreted to reflect

modern values or critique traditional gender roles and social norms.

For example, Disney's animated adaptations have popularized sanitized,
family-friendly versions of classic fairy tales, while independent authors
and filmmakers have produced darker, more subversive takes that challenge



conventional morality or explore psychological complexity. This dynamic
interaction between tradition and innovation demonstrates the genre's
resilience and ongoing cultural significance.

Pros and Cons of the Fairy Tale Genre in Modern
Context

e Pros:
o Encourages imagination and creativity through fantastical elements.
o Provides accessible moral lessons and cultural values.
o Offers a shared cultural heritage and collective memory.

o Adaptability allows for fresh interpretations and inclusivity.

e Cons:

o Some traditional tales may reinforce outdated stereotypes or
simplistic binaries of good vs. evil.

o Over—-commercialization can dilute original themes and complexity.

o Risk of cultural appropriation when tales are adapted without
respect for their origins.

This balanced view highlights the need for critical engagement with the fairy
tale genre in educational and creative contexts.

The ongoing exploration of the definition of fairy tale genre reveals a
multifaceted literary form that bridges the imaginative and the instructive.
As society evolves, so too does the genre, maintaining its relevance through
continual reinvention and cultural dialogue.
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Find other PDF articles:
https://espanol.centerforautism.com/archive-th-102/files?docid=plh93-5354 &title=brief-calculus-an-

applied-approach-8th-edition.pdf

definition of fairy tale genre: The Fairy Tale Steven Swann Jones, 2013-06-17 One of the best
known and enduring genres, the fairy fales origins extend back to the preliterate oral societies of the


https://espanol.centerforautism.com/archive-th-108/pdf?dataid=Aau94-4939&title=definition-of-fairy-tale-genre.pdf
https://espanol.centerforautism.com/archive-th-102/files?docid=plh93-5354&title=brief-calculus-an-applied-approach-8th-edition.pdf
https://espanol.centerforautism.com/archive-th-102/files?docid=plh93-5354&title=brief-calculus-an-applied-approach-8th-edition.pdf

ancient world. This books surveys its history and traces its evolution into the form we recognized
today. Jones Builds on the work of folklorist and critics to provide the student with a stunning, lucid
overview of the genre and a solid understanding of its structure.

definition of fairy tale genre: Angela Carter and the Fairy Tale Danielle Marie Roemer,
Cristina Bacchilega, 2001 A diverse collection of essays, artwork, interviews, and fiction on Angela
Carter.

definition of fairy tale genre: Fairy Tales Ruth B. Bottigheimer, 2010-03-25 2009 CHOICE
Outstanding Academic Title Where did Cinderella come from? Puss in Boots? Rapunzel? The origins
of fairy tales are looked at in a new way in these highly engaging pages. Conventional wisdom holds
that fairy tales originated in the oral traditions of peasants and were recorded for posterity by the
Brothers Grimm during the nineteenth century. Ruth B. Bottigheimer overturns this view in a lively
account of the origins of these well-loved stories. Charles Perrault created Cinderella and her fairy
godmother, but no countrywoman whispered this tale into Perrault's ear. Instead, his Cinderella
appeared only after he had edited it from the book of often amoral tales published by Giambattista
Basile in Naples. Distinguishing fairy tales from folktales and showing the influence of the medieval
romance on them, Bottigheimer documents how fairy tales originated as urban writing for urban
readers and listeners. Working backward from the Grimms to the earliest known sixteenth-century
fairy tales of the Italian Renaissance, Bottigheimer argues for a book-based history of fairy tales. The
first new approach to fairy tale history in decades, this book answers questions about where fairy
tales came from and how they spread, illuminating a narrative process long veiled by surmise and
assumption.

definition of fairy tale genre: Fairy Tales as Literature of Literature Lothar Bluhm,
2022-09-15 In this study, the Brothers Grimm's fairy tales are consistently examined as literature out
of literature. Through the history of their creation and transformation, it becomes apparent how
literary models were re-declared and transformed into the well-known fairy tale narratives, in the
course of the editing process by the Brothers Grimm, essentially by Wilhelm Grimm. By means of a
series of model studies - including Rapunzel, Jorinde und Joringel and Der Jude im Dorn - it is shown
that the Brothers Grimm's fairy tales, contrary to their traditional assessment as 'folk tales', are of
literary origin and have a literary character themselves.

definition of fairy tale genre: Love, Power, and Gender in Seventeenth-Century French
Fairy Tales Bronwyn Reddan, 2020-12 Love is a key ingredient in the stereotypical fairy-tale ending
in which everyone lives happily ever after. This romantic formula continues to influence
contemporary ideas about love and marriage, but it ignores the history of love as an emotion that
shapes and is shaped by hierarchies of power including gender, class, education, and social status.
This interdisciplinary study questions the idealization of love as the ultimate happy ending by
showing how the conteuses, the women writers who dominated the first French fairy-tale vogue in
the 1690s, used the fairy-tale genre to critique the power dynamics of courtship and marriage. Their
tales do not sit comfortably in the fairy-tale canon as they explore the good, the bad, and the ugly
effects of love and marriage on the lives of their heroines. Bronwyn Reddan argues that the
conteuses’ scripts for love emphasize the importance of gender in determining the “right” way to
love in seventeenth-century France. Their version of fairy-tale love is historical and contingent
rather than universal and timeless. This conversation about love compels revision of the
happily-ever-after narrative and offers incisive commentary on the gendered scripts for the
performance of love in courtship and marriage in seventeenth-century France.

definition of fairy tale genre: Gender and the Male Character in 21st Century Fairy Tale
Narratives Natalie Le Clue, 2024-09-16 Putting Prince Charming in the academic spotlight, this
collection examines the evolution of male fairy tale characters across modern series and films to
bridge a gap that afflicts multiple disciplines.

definition of fairy tale genre: Schreiben Lernen Pennylyn Dykstra-Pruim, Jennifer Redmann,
2023-07-25 Designed for German students of all levels, the second edition of this unique writing
guide is updated with prompts for exploring contemporary culture and identities Using a unique and



effective approach, Schreiben lernen offers a comprehensive means for learners of German to
develop and refine their writing skills. This guide consists of model texts, vocabulary-building
exercises, and guided activities to practice writing sentences, paragraphs, and entire texts. Each
chapter highlights issues related to writing for specific audiences and purposes. Students learn by
analyzing model texts in ten different genres and by engaging with contemporary culture as they
explore various modes of communication and creative expression. The second edition has been
updated to feature two entirely new chapters on writing reviews and interpreting art and provides
additional focus on personal portraits, immigrant identity, climate change, and film. Schreiben
lernen targets beginning, intermediate, and advanced learners, allowing instructors to support
students at all levels and unify their German curricula with a foundational text for developing
writing skills. This versatility means that the guide may be used as supplementary material or as a
stand-alone textbook for courses focusing on German composition.

definition of fairy tale genre: Fairy Tales in Contemporary American Culture Kate Christine
Moore Koppy, 2021-02-22 In the twenty-first century, American culture is experiencing a profound
shift toward pluralism and secularization. In Fairy Tales in Contemporary American Culture: How
We Hate to Love Them, Kate Koppy argues that the increasing popularity and presence of fairy tales
within American culture is both indicative of and contributing to this shift. By analyzing
contemporary fairy tale texts as both new versions in a particular tale type and as wholly new
fairy-tale pastiches, Koppy shows that fairy tales have become a key part of American secular
scripture, a corpus of shared stories that work to maintain a sense of community among diverse
audiences in the United States, as much as biblical scripture and associated texts used to.

definition of fairy tale genre: Folktales and Fairy Tales Anne E. Duggan Ph.D., Donald Haase
Ph.D., Helen J. Callow, 2016-02-12 Encyclopedic in its coverage, this one-of-a-kind reference is ideal
for students, scholars, and others who need reliable, up-to-date information on folk and fairy tales,
past and present. Folktales and fairy tales have long played an important role in cultures around the
world. They pass customs and lore from generation to generation, provide insights into the peoples
who created them, and offer inspiration to creative artists working in media that now include
television, film, manga, photography, and computer games. This second, expanded edition of an
award-winning reference will help students and teachers as well as storytellers, writers, and creative
artists delve into this enchanting world and keep pace with its past and its many new facets.
Alphabetically organized and global in scope, the work is the only multivolume reference in English
to offer encyclopedic coverage of this subject matter. The four-volume collection covers national,
cultural, regional, and linguistic traditions from around the world as well as motifs, themes,
characters, and tale types. Writers and illustrators are included as are filmmakers and
composers—and, of course, the tales themselves. The expert entries within volumes 1 through 3 are
based on the latest research and developments while the contents of volume 4 comprises tales and
texts. While most books either present readers with tales from certain countries or cultures or with
thematic entries, this encyclopedia stands alone in that it does both, making it a truly unique,
one-stop resource.

definition of fairy tale genre: Teaching Fairy Tales Nancy L. Canepa, 2019-03-25 Scholars
from many different academic areas will use this volume to explore and implement new aspects of
the field of fairy-tale studies in their teaching and research.

definition of fairy tale genre: A Dictionary of Cultural and Critical Theory Michael Payne,
Jessica Rae Barbera, 2013-05-06 Now thoroughly updated and revised, this new edition of the highly
acclaimed dictionary provides an authoritative and accessible guide to modern ideas in the broad
interdisciplinary fields of cultural and critical theory Updated to feature over 40 new entries
including pieces on Alain Badiou, Ecocriticism, Comparative Racialization , Ordinary Language
Philosophy and Criticism, and Graphic Narrative Includes reflective, broad-ranging articles from
leading theorists including Julia Kristeva, Stanley Cavell, and Simon Critchley Features a fully
updated bibliography Wide-ranging content makes this an invaluable dictionary for students of a
diverse range of disciplines



definition of fairy tale genre: Lessing Jahrbuch 38 Richard Erich Schade, Herbert Rowland,
2010

definition of fairy tale genre: Reading Children’s Literature: A Critical Introduction -
Second Edition Carrie Hintz, Eric L. Tribunella, 2019-03-28 Reading Children’s Literature offers
insights into the major discussions and debates currently animating the field of children’s literature.
Informed by recent scholarship and interest in cultural studies and critical theory, it is a compact
core text that introduces students to the historical contexts, genres, and issues of children’s
literature. A beautifully designed and illustrated supplement to individual literary works assigned, it
also provides apparatus that makes it a complete resource for working with children’s literature
during and after the course. The second edition includes a new chapter on children’s literature and
popular culture (including film, television, and merchandising) and has been updated throughout to
reflect recent scholarship and new offerings in children’s media.

definition of fairy tale genre: Mediation and Multimodal Meaning Making in Digital
Environments Ilaria Moschini, Maria Grazia Sindoni, 2021-11-15 This collection explores the
mediation of a wide range of processes, texts, and practices in contemporary digital environments
through the lens of a multimodal theory of communication. Bringing together contributions from
renowned scholars in the field, the book builds on the notion that any form of digital communication
inherently presents a rich combination of different semiotic modes and resources as a jumping-off
point from which to critically reflect on digital mediation from three different perspectives. The first
section looks at social and semiotic practices and the implications of their mediation on artistic
production, cultural heritage, and commerce. The second part of the volume focuses on dynamics of
awareness, cognition, and identity formation in participants to digitally-mediated communicative
processes. The book’s final section considers the impact of mediation on shaping new and different
types of textualities and genres in digital spaces. The book will be of particular interest to scholars,
researchers and students in multimodality, digital communication, social semiotics, and media
studies.

definition of fairy tale genre: The Palgrave Handbook of Steam Age Gothic Clive Bloom,
2021-02-03 By the early 1830s the old school of Gothic literature was exhausted. Late Romanticism,
emphasising as it did the uncertainties of personality and imagination, gave it a new lease of life.
Gothic—the literature of disturbance and uncertainty—now produced works that reflected domestic
fears, sexual crimes, drug filled hallucinations, the terrible secrets of middle class marriage,
imperial horror at alien invasion, occult demonism and the insanity of psychopaths. It was from the
1830s onwards that the old gothic castle gave way to the country house drawing room, the dungeon
was displaced by the sewers of the city and the villains of early novels became the familiar figures of
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, Dracula, Dorian Grey and Jack the Ripper. After the death of Prince Albert
(1861), the Gothic became darker, more morbid, obsessed with demonic lovers, blood sucking
ghouls, blood stained murderers and deranged doctors. Whilst the gothic architecture of the Houses
of Parliament and the new Puginesque churches upheld a Victorian ideal of sobriety, Christianity
and imperial destiny, Gothic literature filed these new spaces with a dread that spread like a plague
to America, France, Germany and even Russia. From 1830 to 1914, the period covered by this
volume, we saw the emergence of the greats of Gothic literature and the supernatural from Edgar
Allan Poe to Emily Bronte, from Sheridan Le Fanu to Bram Stoker and Robert Louis Stevenson.
Contributors also examine the fin-de-siécle dreamers of decadence such as Arthur Machen, M P
Shiel and Vernon Lee and their obsession with the occult, folklore, spiritualism, revenants, ghostly
apparitions and cosmic annihilation. This volume explores the period through the prism of
architectural history, urban studies, feminism, 'hauntology' and much more. 'Horror', as Poe teaches
us, 'is the soul of the plot'.

definition of fairy tale genre: Uncanny Fairy Tales Francesca Arnavas, 2024-05-31 There
are fairy tales that surprise, destabilise, or even shock us: these are uncanny fairy tales that
manipulate familiar stories in creative and bewildering ways in order to express new meanings. This
work analyses these tales, basing its approach on a reformulation of Freud’s concept of the uncanny.



Through a cognitive outlook the employed theoretical framework provides new perspectives on the
study of experimental literary fairy tales. Considering English-language literature, complex and
unsettling reinterpretations of the fairy-tale discourse began to appear during the Victorian Age,
later resurfacing as a postmodern trend. This research individuates uncanny-related narrative
techniques and cognitive responses as means to decodify and explore these tales, and as ways to
discover unseen connections between Victorian and postmodern texts. The new theorisation of the
uncanny is linked with three subconcepts: mirror, hybridity, and wonder, which function as tools to
describe and investigate the cognitive and emotional entanglements characterising enigmatic and
disorienting fairy tales.

definition of fairy tale genre: The Oxford Companion to Fairy Tales Jack Zipes, 2015-09-10 In
over 1,000 entries, this acclaimed Companion covers all aspects of the Western fairy tale tradition,
from medieval to modern, under the guidance of Professor Jack Zipes. It provides an authoritative
reference source for this complex and captivating genre, exploring the tales themselves, the writers
who wrote and reworked them, and the artists who illustrated them. It also covers numerous related
topics such as the fairy tale and film, television, art, opera, ballet, the oral tradition, music,
advertising, cartoons, fantasy literature, feminism, and stamps. First published in 2000, 130 new
entries have been added to account for recent developments in the field, including J. K. Rowling and
Suzanne Collins, and new articles on topics such as cognitive criticism and fairy tales, digital fairy
tales, fairy tale blogs and websites, and pornography and fairy tales. The remaining entries have
been revised and updated in consultation with expert contributors. This second edition contains
beautifully designed feature articles highlighting countries with a strong fairy tale tradition,
covering: Britain and Ireland, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, North America and Canada, Portugal,
Scandinavian countries, Slavic and Baltic countries, and Spain. It also includes an informative and
engaging introduction by the editor, which sets the subject in its historical and literary context. A
detailed and updated bibliography provides information about background literature and further
reading material. In addition, the A to Z entries are accompanied by over 60 beautiful and carefully
selected black and white illustrations. Already renowned in its field, the second edition of this unique
work is an essential companion for anyone interested in fairy tales in literature, film, and art; and for
anyone who values the tradition of storytelling.

definition of fairy tale genre: A Cultural History of Fairy Tales in the Middle Ages Susan
Aronstein, 2021-07-15 How have fairy tales from around the world changed over the centuries?
What do they tell us about different cultures and societies? Spanning the years from 900 to 1500 and
traversing geographical borders, from England to France and India to China, this book uniquely
examines the tales told, translated, adapted and circulated during the period known as the Middle
Ages. Scholars in history, literature and cultural studies explore the development of epic tales of
heroes and monsters and enchanted romance narratives. Examining how tales evolved and
functioned across different societies during the Middle Ages, this book demonstrates how the plots,
themes and motifs used in medieval tales influenced later developments in the genre. An essential
resource for researchers, scholars and students of literature, history and cultural studies, this
volume explores themes including: forms of the marvelous, adaptation, gender and sexuality,
humans and non-humans, monsters and the monstrous, spaces, socialization, and power. A Cultural
History of Fairy Tales (6-volume set) A Cultural History of Fairy Tales in Antiquity is also available as
a part of a 6-volume set, A Cultural History of Fairy Tales, tracing fairy tales from antiquity to the
present day, available in print, or within a fully-searchable digital library accessible through
institutions by annual subscription or on perpetual access (see
www.bloomsburyculturalhistory.com). Individual volumes for academics and researchers interested
in specific historical periods are also available digitally via www.bloomsburycollections.com.

definition of fairy tale genre: Fairy-Tale Revivals in the Long Nineteenth Century Abigail
Heiniger, 2023-09-12 This collection opens with marginalized responses to the highly politicized
Cinderella traditions in the Anglophone world. In the United States, Cinderella was incorporated
into the gendered narrative of the American Dream and narratives of empire in the colonial world,




particularly in the mid-1800s. Marginalized writers have responded to these nationalistic colonial
traditions in two distinctive ways: clever Cinderellas who negotiate a broken system or passive
Cinderellas who die as anti-heroes in disenchanting fairy tales. This dual tradition of marginalized
Cinderellas is also apparent across the Anglophone world. Potential texts include the out-of-print
works of Sinead de Valera, excerpts from the novels of Hannah Crafts, Jessie Fauset, and Julia
Kavanagh, along with dramas by Ann Devlin, and collected oral tales.

definition of fairy tale genre: The Feminist Architecture of Postmodern Anti-Tales Kendra
Reynolds, 2019-10-23 This monograph aims to counter the assumption that the anti-tale is a
‘subversive twin’ or dark side of the fairy tale coin, instead it argues that the anti-tale is a genre rich
in complexity and radical potential that fundamentally challenges the damaging ideologies and
socializing influence of fairy tales. The Feminist Architecture of Postmodern Anti-Tales: Space, Time
and Bodies highlights how anti-tales take up timely debates about revising old structures, opening
our minds up to a broader spectrum of experience or ways of viewing the world and its inhabitants.
They show us alternative architectures for the future by deconstructing established spatio-temporal
laws and structures, as well as limited ideas surrounding the body, and ultimately liberate us from
the shackles of a single-minded and simplistic masculine reality currently upheld by dominant social
forces and patriarchal fairy tales themselves. It is only when these masculine fairy tales and social
architectures are deconstructed that new, more inclusive feminine realities and futures can be
brought into being.
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