
ohio state bowl history
Ohio State Bowl History: A Journey Through Triumphs and Traditions

ohio state bowl history is a rich tapestry woven with moments of glory,
heartbreak, and resilience that have shaped one of college football’s most
storied programs. For fans of the Buckeyes and college football enthusiasts
alike, understanding Ohio State’s journey through bowl games offers a window
into the team’s evolution and its enduring legacy in postseason play. From
the early days of bowl appearances to modern-day clashes on the biggest
stages, Ohio State’s bowl history is a fascinating narrative filled with
legendary coaches, iconic players, and unforgettable games.

Early Days: The Beginning of Ohio State’s Bowl
Appearances

Ohio State’s bowl journey began in the early 20th century, a time when
college football postseason games were just gaining popularity. The Buckeyes'
first bowl appearance came in the 1920s, but it was not until the mid-20th
century that their presence in these prestigious games became a regular
occurrence.

The Rose Bowl Tradition

No discussion of Ohio State bowl history is complete without highlighting the
Rose Bowl, often referred to as “The Granddaddy of Them All.” Ohio State’s
first Rose Bowl appearance was in 1921, a landmark event that set the stage
for many future visits. The Buckeyes have appeared in the Rose Bowl numerous
times, often as Big Ten champions, and these games have become synonymous
with Ohio State’s postseason identity.

The Rose Bowl games have produced some of the most memorable moments in Ohio
State history, including thrilling victories and hard-fought battles against
top-ranked teams from the West Coast. These games helped cement Ohio State’s
reputation as a national powerhouse and contributed significantly to the
school’s football prestige.

Ohio State’s Bowl Game Success Over the Decades

Throughout its bowl history, Ohio State has not only made frequent
appearances but has also enjoyed considerable success. The team’s bowl record
reflects a tradition of excellence, marked by strategic gameplay, dominant
defenses, and explosive offenses.



Key Bowl Victories and Their Impact

Some of Ohio State’s most celebrated bowl wins include:

- The 1955 Rose Bowl victory against USC, which showcased the Buckeyes’
defensive prowess.
- The 1969 Rose Bowl, where Ohio State defeated USC, paving the way for their
national championship run.
- The 2003 Fiesta Bowl win over Miami, a game that thrust the Buckeyes into
the national championship spotlight.
- The 2015 College Football Playoff National Championship victory over
Oregon, marking a modern pinnacle in Ohio State’s bowl success.

Each of these victories contributed not only to the school’s trophy case but
also to recruiting momentum, fan enthusiasm, and overall program prestige.

Coaching Legends and Their Bowl Legacies

Ohio State’s bowl history is also a story about the coaches who led the team
through these high-stakes matchups. Legendary figures such as Woody Hayes,
Jim Tressel, and Urban Meyer have each left indelible marks on the program’s
postseason record.

Woody Hayes, known for his fiery personality and commitment to the run game,
guided Ohio State to multiple Rose Bowl appearances in the 1950s and 1960s.
His tenure laid the foundation for the Buckeyes’ bowl culture.

Jim Tressel’s era saw Ohio State consistently competing in major bowl games,
including the 2003 Fiesta Bowl and multiple Rose Bowls. His strategic
approach and emphasis on discipline translated into several bowl victories.

Urban Meyer brought a modern, high-octane offensive style that culminated in
the 2015 national title, underscoring Ohio State’s ability to adapt and
thrive in the evolving landscape of college football postseason play.

The Evolution of Ohio State’s Bowl
Participation

Ohio State’s bowl history mirrors the broader changes in college football’s
postseason structure. From the early days of a few prestigious bowls to the
advent of the Bowl Championship Series (BCS) and now the College Football
Playoff (CFP), the Buckeyes have been a constant presence.



From Traditional Bowls to the College Football
Playoff

Before the CFP era, Ohio State’s bowl games were primarily traditional
matchups, often in the Rose Bowl or other major bowls like the Fiesta and
Orange Bowls. With the introduction of the BCS in 1998, the stakes of bowl
games escalated, and Ohio State frequently found itself in contention for
national championships.

The CFP system, introduced in 2014, changed the landscape yet again,
providing a clearer pathway to the national title. Ohio State’s 2014-2015
season exemplified this shift, as the Buckeyes won the CFP National
Championship, reaffirming their status as a postseason powerhouse.

Impact on Recruiting and Program Growth

Success in bowl games has had a ripple effect on Ohio State’s recruiting
efforts. High-profile bowl appearances and victories showcase the program on
a national stage, attracting top-tier talent eager to compete for
championships.

Moreover, consistent postseason play helps maintain fan engagement and
financial support, which are critical for program growth. The Buckeyes have
leveraged their bowl history to build one of the most respected and well-
funded programs in college football.

Memorable Moments and Players in Ohio State
Bowl History

Ohio State’s bowl games have featured unforgettable performances by some of
college football’s greatest athletes. These moments not only highlight
individual brilliance but also define the team’s collective spirit.

Iconic Players Who Shined in Bowl Games

Legends such as Archie Griffin, the only two-time Heisman Trophy winner, made
significant impacts in bowl games during the 1970s. More recent stars like
Eddie George, Troy Smith, and Ezekiel Elliott have also left their mark with
standout performances on the postseason stage.

These players often rise to the occasion during bowl games, demonstrating
leadership, resilience, and skill that resonate with fans and future Buckeyes
alike.



Games That Defined Ohio State’s Bowl Legacy

Several bowl games stand out as defining moments in Ohio State’s history:

- The 1974 Rose Bowl, where Archie Griffin’s powerful rushing helped secure a
victory.
- The 2007 BCS National Championship Game, a hard-fought battle against
Florida.
- The 2015 CFP National Championship, where Ohio State upset Oregon to claim
the title.

These contests are celebrated not only for their outcomes but for the
thrilling narratives they created, adding layers to the Buckeyes’ storied
bowl tradition.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Ohio State in Bowl
Games

Ohio State’s bowl history is still being written, with the program
consistently positioned as a contender for major postseason games. As college
football continues to evolve, the Buckeyes are expected to remain a dominant
force, drawing from their rich past to fuel future success.

With a strong coaching staff, talented rosters, and passionate fanbase, Ohio
State’s bowl appearances will likely continue to be a highlight of each
season, offering new chapters filled with excitement and achievement.

Whether it’s a trip to the Rose Bowl, the College Football Playoff, or
another major bowl, the Buckeyes’ tradition ensures that their postseason
story remains compelling and inspiring for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

How many bowl games has Ohio State participated in
historically?
Ohio State has participated in over 50 bowl games throughout its football
history, making it one of the most frequent bowl participants in college
football.

Which bowl game has Ohio State appeared in the most?
Ohio State has appeared most frequently in the Rose Bowl, with over 15
appearances in this prestigious game.



What is Ohio State's record in bowl games?
Ohio State holds a strong bowl game record, winning more than half of their
appearances, with over 25 wins in bowl games historically.

When did Ohio State win its first bowl game?
Ohio State won its first bowl game in the 1949 Rose Bowl, defeating
California 17-14.

Has Ohio State ever won a national championship
through a bowl game?
Yes, Ohio State secured national championships by winning major bowl games,
including the 2003 Fiesta Bowl and the 2015 Sugar Bowl, which were part of
the BCS and College Football Playoff systems respectively.

Who are some notable Ohio State players that have
performed exceptionally in bowl games?
Notable Ohio State players with exceptional bowl performances include Archie
Griffin, Eddie George, and more recently, Justin Fields and Chase Young, who
have all had standout moments in various bowl games.

Additional Resources
Ohio State Bowl History: A Comprehensive Review of the Buckeyes' Postseason
Legacy

ohio state bowl history traces the storied postseason journey of one of
college football’s most iconic programs. The Ohio State Buckeyes,
representing Ohio State University, have been a dominant force in college
football since the early 20th century. Their bowl game history reflects not
only their competitive prowess but also the evolution of college football's
postseason landscape. From their early appearances in the Rose Bowl to their
recent College Football Playoff (CFP) runs, understanding Ohio State’s bowl
history offers a window into the program’s sustained success, challenges, and
the broader shifts in college football's postseason framework.

Early Bowl Appearances and Rose Bowl
Foundations

Ohio State’s bowl history began relatively late compared to some programs,
with their first bowl appearance occurring in the mid-20th century. The
Buckeyes’ inaugural bowl game was the 1921 Rose Bowl, a significant milestone



that set the stage for future postseason endeavors. The Rose Bowl, known as
“The Granddaddy of Them All,” was the premier bowl game for many decades, and
Ohio State’s participation underscored their emerging national prominence.

The 1950s and 1960s marked a period of consistent bowl appearances for Ohio
State under legendary coach Woody Hayes. During this era, the Buckeyes
frequently played in the Rose Bowl, securing multiple victories and
solidifying their reputation as Big Ten champions and national contenders.
Their bowl history during this time is characterized by a strong focus on the
Rose Bowl, reflecting the conference's traditional tie-ins.

Key Rose Bowl Highlights

1950 Rose Bowl: Ohio State defeated California 17-14, marking a
significant early postseason victory.

1969 Rose Bowl: The Buckeyes secured a dominant 27-16 win over USC, a
game often cited as a hallmark of Hayes’ coaching legacy.

1974 Rose Bowl: The Buckeyes’ 42-21 triumph over USC featured a standout
offensive performance, highlighting the team’s evolving gameplay.

These Rose Bowl successes contributed heavily to Ohio State’s national
rankings and helped cultivate a winning culture that permeated the program.

Expansion of Bowl Participation and National
Championship Pursuits

As college football expanded its bowl offerings from the 1970s onward, Ohio
State’s bowl history diversified beyond the Rose Bowl. The Buckeyes began
participating in other prominent bowl games such as the Sugar Bowl, Fiesta
Bowl, and Citrus Bowl. This expansion reflected both the growing number of
bowl games nationwide and Ohio State’s consistent ability to qualify for
postseason play.

During the 1980s and 1990s, Ohio State’s bowl history includes several
notable appearances, although the team sometimes struggled to secure
victories in high-profile matchups. The fluctuating results in this period
highlight the competitive nature of college football’s postseason and the
challenges of maintaining dominance amid evolving coaching staffs and player
rosters.



Bowl Game Performance Trends

Analyzing Ohio State’s bowl outcomes reveals a pattern of strong performances
punctuated by occasional setbacks:

Winning Streaks: The Buckeyes enjoyed multiple winning streaks in bowl1.
games, especially during the mid-2000s under coach Jim Tressel.

Upset Losses: Ohio State occasionally suffered unexpected defeats, such2.
as the 2007 loss to Florida in the BCS National Championship,
illustrating the high stakes and unpredictability of postseason play.

Competitive Matchups: Many games were tightly contested, reflecting the3.
caliber of opponents faced in major bowls.

These trends emphasize the Buckeyes’ resilience and adaptability in
postseason competition, critical components of their sustained success.

Ohio State in the College Football Playoff Era

The introduction of the College Football Playoff system in 2014 marked a new
chapter in Ohio State’s bowl history. The CFP replaced the Bowl Championship
Series (BCS) and introduced a four-team playoff to determine the national
champion. Ohio State quickly adapted to this format, showcasing their elite
status on the national stage.

Ohio State’s 2014 season culminated in a dramatic CFP National Championship
victory over Oregon, a defining moment in their bowl history. This win not
only reaffirmed the program’s elite status but also demonstrated their
ability to succeed under the modernized playoff system. Subsequent CFP
appearances, including runs in 2016, 2019, and 2020, have further cemented
Ohio State as a perennial postseason powerhouse.

Analyzing Ohio State’s CFP Bowl Appearances

2014 CFP National Championship: Ohio State’s 42-20 win over Oregon
showcased a balanced offense and opportunistic defense.

2016 CFP Semifinal: Although the Buckeyes lost to Clemson in a close
game, their presence in the semifinals underscored continued
competitiveness.



2019 CFP Semifinal: A narrow defeat to Clemson highlighted the program’s
consistency but also the razor-thin margins at the highest level.

Ohio State’s bowl history during the CFP era reflects not only their ability
to qualify for elite postseason contests but also the heightened competition
within college football’s playoff system.

Comparative Perspectives and Historical
Significance

When placed in the broader context of college football, Ohio State’s bowl
history is among the most impressive. With over 50 bowl appearances, the
Buckeyes rank near the top nationally in postseason participation. This
consistency is a testament to the program’s enduring excellence and ability
to navigate changing college football landscapes.

A comparative analysis of Ohio State’s bowl history against other powerhouse
programs such as Alabama, Michigan, and Notre Dame reveals several key
points:

Volume of Appearances: Ohio State’s frequency in bowl games rivals or
exceeds its historic rivals, underscoring sustained success.

Success Rate: While their win-loss record in bowls is strong, it is
comparable to other elite programs, indicating the competitive balance
at the highest level.

Adaptability: Ohio State’s ability to excel across different postseason
formats—from the Rose Bowl era to the CFP—highlights institutional
flexibility and strategic excellence.

These comparisons enhance understanding of Ohio State’s place in college
football history, particularly regarding their postseason achievements.

Impact on Recruiting and Program Development

Ohio State’s bowl history has tangible effects on recruiting and program
development. Frequent bowl appearances, especially those in high-profile
games, increase national exposure and appeal to prospective student-athletes.
Success in bowl games often leads to enhanced prestige and improved
recruiting pipelines, which in turn fuel future seasons’ competitiveness.



Furthermore, the program’s bowl history influences coaching strategies and
resource allocation. With postseason play as a measurable goal, Ohio State
invests in facilities, coaching staff, and player development to maintain its
bowl eligibility and competitiveness.

Challenges and Criticisms within Ohio State’s
Bowl Journey

No review of Ohio State’s bowl history would be complete without
acknowledging the challenges and criticisms that have accompanied their
postseason journey. Despite the program’s success, several controversies and
setbacks have shaped perceptions of their bowl legacy.

One point of contention relates to high-profile bowl losses that have cost
Ohio State potential national championships. Critics argue that certain bowl
defeats reflect missed opportunities or strategic shortcomings during
critical games. Additionally, the program has occasionally faced scrutiny
related to NCAA compliance and sanctions, which have impacted postseason
eligibility in some years.

These aspects introduce complexity into Ohio State’s bowl history, reminding
observers that even elite programs face adversity and must navigate the
multifaceted nature of college athletics.

Ohio State’s journey through bowl games offers a rich narrative of triumph,
adaptation, and resilience. Their postseason history is a microcosm of
college football’s evolution, reflecting shifting competitive dynamics, the
rise of new playoff systems, and the ongoing pursuit of national glory. As
the Buckeyes continue to compete at the highest levels, their bowl history
remains a defining element of their storied legacy.

Ohio State Bowl History
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  ohio state bowl history: Greatest Moments in Ohio State Football History Archie Griffin,
2006-09-01 Winning the 2003 national championship in dramatic fashion with a 31-24 upset of
top-ranked Miami in what many called the greatest college football game of all time undoubtedly
ranks as one of the most memorable moments in OSU football history. That moment, along with the
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over Northwestern that capped a perfect 1916 season, the book chronicles dozens of the biggest
games in Buckeye history as well as highlighting some of the brightest stars to don the scarlet and
gray. Included are OSU's Heisman Trophy winners Les Horvath, Vic Janowicz, Hopalong Cassady,
Archie Griffin, and Eddie George, as well as legendary linemen such as Lou Groza, Jim Houston, Jim
Arker, Jim Stillwagon, John Hicks, Jim Lachey and Orlando Pace. Selected games include high-profile
non-conference showdowns and the biggest of the Big Ten matchups as well as Rose Bowls, Gator
Bowls, and Cotton Bowls, culminating with the incredible 2003 Fiesta Bowl. Whoever pronounced
that OSU's victory that January night was the program's brightest moment to date might be
surprised to find so many more special highlights brought to life in this book, a must for every
Buckeyes fan.
  ohio state bowl history: The Official Ohio State Football Encyclopedia Jack Park, 2003-06 The
Official Ohio State Football Encyclopedia is the definitive description of one of the most treasured
and legendary traditions in American athletics. Chic Harley, Wes Fesler, Vic Janowicz, Jack Tatum,
Rex Kern, Randy Gradishar, Archie Griffin, Woody Hayes, Earle Bruce, Chris Spielman, Eddie
George, Craig Krenzel, Mike Doss, Jim Houston, Maurice Clarett and many more symbolize the
spirit, dedication and excellence of this proud heritage. Radio commentator Jack Park has captured
the essence of this unique custom, including inside descriptions of unsung players and colorful
individuals who have played fascinating roles in the creation of this legendary tradition. Relive Ohio
State's 2002 Championship Season and the double overtime Fiesta Bowl triumph over top-ranked
Miami. Discover how coaches Paul Brown and Woody Hayes were selected to direct the Buckeye
football program. Relive the '35 thriller against Notre Dame, the incredible Snow Bowl, the
improbable Fifth Quarter game, the Woody-and-Bo 10-year War, and the Buckeyes' exceptional win
over Purdue in 1968. Flash back with Bill Willis and Jim Parker, members of the College and
Professional Football Halls of Fame.
  ohio state bowl history: Penn State Bowl Games Tommy A. Phillips, 2021-06-11 With
play-by-play coverage of every Nittany Lion bowl game, this book chronicles Penn State football's
vibrant history all the way back to the 1923 Rose Bowl. The team broke the color barrier at the
Cotton Bowl in 1948, finished undefeated after back-to-back Orange Bowl victories in 1969 and
1970, and reigned over the college football world with national championships in the 1983 Sugar
Bowl and 1987 Fiesta Bowl.
  ohio state bowl history: Ohio State Archaeological and Historical Quarterly , 1893
  ohio state bowl history: The Road to Ohio State Doug Lesmerises, Ryan Day, 2021-09-14 Back
to the start and behind the scenes on the Buckeyes recruiting trail The Ohio State University boasts
one of the nation's most storied football programs, and the recruiting acumen of coaches like Jim
Tressel and Urban Meyer plays a major role in that. The Road to Ohio State is a wild ride into the
competitive world of college football recruiting, revealing how some of the most memorable
Buckeyes players found their way to Columbus. Doug Lesmerises takes fans back to the start and
behind the scenes, showing that the path to the Shoe is not always a straight and narrow one.
  ohio state bowl history: Historical Dictionary of Football John Grasso, 2013-06-13 Gridiron
football or American football or just plain football is the most popular sport in the United States in
the 21st century. Although attempts have been made to develop the sport outside North America, it
is still predominantly a North American sport with similar games (but significant rules differences)
played in the United States and Canada. The Historical Dictionary of Football covers the history of
American football through a chronology, an introductory essay, appendixes, and an extensive
bibliography. The dictionary section has over 600 cross-referenced entries on both amateur
(collegiate) and professional players, coaches, teams and executives from all eras. This book is an
excellent access point for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about the sport
of football.
  ohio state bowl history: I Love Michigan/I Hate Ohio State Rich Thomaselli, 2011-09-01
Presented in a unique reversible-book format, this is the ultimate University of Michigan fan guide to
the passionate and historic rivalry between the Ohio State Buckeyes and the Wolverines. Full of



interesting trivia, hilarious history, and inside scoops, the book relates the fantastic stories of
legendary Wolverines coaches and star players, as well as the numerous villains and their even
worse fans who have represented the scarlet and gray over the years. Like two books in one, this
completely biased account of the rivalry proclaims the irrefutable reasons to cheer the Michigan
Wolverines and boo the Ohio State Buckeyes and shows that there really is no fine line between love
and hate.
  ohio state bowl history: I Love Ohio State/I Hate Michigan Dale Ratermann, Steve Greenberg,
2011-09-01 Presented in a unique reversible-book format, this is the ultimate Ohio State University
fan guide to the passionate and historic rivalry between the University of Michigan Wolverines and
the Buckeyes. Full of interesting trivia, hilarious history, and inside scoops, the book relates the
fantastic stories of legendary Buckeyes coaches and star players, as well as the numerous villains
who have represented the maize and blue over the years. Like two books in one, this completely
biased account of the rivalry proclaims the irrefutable reasons to cheer the Ohio State Buckeyes and
boo the Michigan Wolverines and shows that there really is no fine line between love and hate.
  ohio state bowl history: Buckeye Glory Days Eric Kaelin, 2004 While there certainly have been
many books published on Ohio State football over the years, never before has there been a book
published that lets fans actually hear the games as they happened. Author captures these great
moments in Ohio State football history with the radio calls from the games on this 75-minute
compact disc/book combination. Buckeye fans can listen back to the actual radio call of Howard
Hopalong Cassidy's 88-yard interception return against Wisconsin in 1954; Jim Otis's touchdown run
to make it 50-14 over Michigan in 1968; OSU's victory over Arizona State in the 1997 Rose Bowl;
highlights from the 2002 national championship season, and many, many others. As an added bonus,
the book/CD also includes some of the only known audio of the infamous 1950 Snow Bowl, helping
make it a must for all Ohio State football fans.
  ohio state bowl history: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1969 The
Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)
  ohio state bowl history: Pigskin Warriors Steven Travers, 2009-10-16 From the leather
helmet era to the media circus of college football today, Travers presents a carefully researched
examination of college football and its role in our society. Photographs complement the text,
providing a deep sense of how the sport has evolved, details our obsession with identifying winners,
and uses examples of popular culture— the top 8 football movies of all time—to accent the influence
this sport has on our culture.
  ohio state bowl history: Determining the College Football Playoff: Weighted Wins, A
Better Approach Ray D. Theis, Mark G. Terwilliger, 2021-09-21 In this book, we explore the history
of college football, and in particular the mythical college championship, from 1869 to the present
day. For several years, different media outlets took it upon themselves to declare a national
championship, which led to nothing short of confusion. In one year, four different teams were named
champion! This chaotic situation and accompanying controversy ultimately led to the creation of the
Bowl Championship Series, or BCS. Initially, the BCS selection was based on a formula that
incorporated several polls and computer models. However, the proprietary nature of the computer
models and the complexity of the mathematics used to combine the data sources to arrive at the
final selection did very little to quiet the controversy. This led to the creation of a selection
committee to choose the four best teams to compete in a four-team playoff. Again, controversy has
ensued, with many questioning the politics and nebulous, capricious nature of the criteria. We have
created an alternate model, which we have dubbed the weighted wins system, that defines a simple,
unbiased, and consistent mechanism for evaluating and comparing the records of the teams in the
NCAA's Bowl Subdivision. We have compared the results of the weighted wins model against forty



years of actual game results and found that it generates very similar outcomes. The primary
difference is that it completely removes politics from the selection process and offers a clear path to
the playoffs for all members of the Bowl Subdivision.
  ohio state bowl history: Penn State Football Ken Rappoport, Barry Wilner, 2009-08-15 From
an AP sports writer and author, a history of Pennsylvania State University’s Nittany Lions, with
personal stories from coaches and players. In Tales from Penn State Football, Ken Rappoport puts
you on the fifty-yard line and sometimes gets you a seat on the bench or a stall in the locker room.
From the first team in the 1880s to the celebrated Joe Paterno teams of the 20th century, Penn
State’s most entertaining—and legendary—football stories are chronicled here. And there is plenty
to tell, considering the history of the Penn State football program. Penn State football started in
1881. These early pioneers could hardly envision the future popularity of the game, where crowds of
more than 100,000 would fill Beaver Stadium to see Paterno’s nationally ranked powers play in the
second-largest football stadium in America. In between, there have been plenty of colorful stories
and characters at Penn State to fill a book. There was a coach who held up a Rose Bowl game over a
violent argument and another who credited a mule for his success. Also, a player who impersonated
the legendary Jim Thorpe and another nicknamed “Riverboat Richie” for his gambling instincts on
the football field. For many of the stories in this book, Rappoport went right to the source. In an
earlier interview at the Nittany Lion Inn, Joe Paterno talked about his famous “Grand Experiment.”
At about the same time, Rip Engle discussed his most treasured moments at Penn State. Football
aficionados will relish every tale. The perfect gift for college football buffs and Penn State fans.
  ohio state bowl history: Play-by-Play Ronald A. Smith, 2003-05-22 Noted sports historian
writes on the relationship of the media to college athletics. Chosen as an Outstanding Academic Title
for 2003 by Choice Magazine The phenomenal popularity of college athletics owes as much to media
coverage of games as it does to drum-beating alumni and frantic undergraduates. Play-by-play
broadcasts of big college games began in the 1920s via radio, a medium that left much to the
listener's imagination and stoked interest in college football. After World War II, the rise of
television brought with it network-NCAA deals that reeked of money and fostered bitter jealousies
between have and have-not institutions. In Play-by-Play: Radio, Television, and Big-Time College
Sport noted author and sports insider Ronald A. Smith examines the troubled relationship between
higher education and the broadcasting industry, the effects of TV revenue on college athletics
(notably football), and the odds of achieving meaningful reform. Beginning with the early days of
radio, Smith describes the first bowl game broadcasts, the media image of Notre Dame and coach
Knute Rockne, and the threat broadcasting seemed to pose to college football attendance. He
explores the beginnings of television, the growth of networks, the NCAA decision to control football
telecasts, the place of advertising, the role of TV announcers, and the threat of NCAA Robin Hoods
and the College Football Association to NCAA television control. Taking readers behind the scenes,
he explains the culture of the college athletic department and reveals the many ways in which
broadcasting dollars make friends in the right places. Play-by-Play is an eye-opening look at the
political infighting invariably produced by the deadly combination of university administrators,
athletic czars, and huge revenue.
  ohio state bowl history: Disco Days: a Social History of the 1970'S Richard T. Stanley,
2015-06-19 By 1972, President Richard Nixon had reached the heights of political power and
popularity, only to self-destruct due to his role in a third-rate burglary called Watergate. Nixon
resigned in disgrace, and, for the first time in history, Americans came to be led by an unelected
President and Vice President -- Gerald Ford and Nelson Rockefeller. But Americans had much more
on their minds than mere politics -- movies, TV, sports, earning a living, etc. Hollywood motion
pictures, including The Godfather, Jaws, and Star Wars, captured their imaginations, while weekly
TV shows such as All in the Family and Happy Days made them laugh, and Monday Night Football
kept their competitive juices flowing. To no ones surprise, UCLA continued to win NCAA basketball
championships, and such schools as Alabama, Arkansas, Michigan, Nebraska, Notre Dame,
Oklahoma, Penn State, Texas, and USC remained dominant on the gridiron. And professional sports,



thanks to such super-stars as BIllie Jean King, Kareem Abul-Jabbar, Henry Aaron, Jack Nicklaus,
Muhammad Ali, Al Unser, and Terry Bradshaw, became more popular than ever. But who could have
predicted at the beginning of the decade that a young high school dropout named John Travolta and
a band called the Bees Gees would become the kings of Disco Dancing? Or that a peanut farmer
from Georgia would be elected President during our Bicentennial Year?
  ohio state bowl history: Cinderella's Slipper Mike Nemeth, 2009-09 The Bowl Champion
Series (BCS) is under fire from fans, the media, college coaches, Congress, and even our new
President. They worry that the two best teams in the country aren't consistently selected by the polls
and the BCS computers to play for the National Championship. At stake is prestige, a place in
history, recruiting advantages, and boatloads of cash. The solution proposed most often is a playoff
system to give more schools a shot at a title. However, the problem of team selection won't go away
with a playoff system, it will be exacerbated. The lack of a credible ranking system is the Achilles'
heel of the current BCS system. Cinderella's Slipper reveals why the polls get it wrong, why the BCS
computers can't be expected to get it right, why traditional statistics aren't useful for ranking teams,
and why won/lost records are misleading. Cinderella's Slipper introduces the performance metrics
necessary for team ranking and explains the rating system that can accurately rank teams with
similar records. When combined with NCAA sponsorship and an accurate ranking system, a playoff
scheme will produce deserving champions and will restore public confidence in the college football
National Championship process.
  ohio state bowl history: Conference Pride Jim Gumm, 2017-08-17 Conference Pride by Jim
Gumm Growing up in Tennessee, Jim Gumm was surrounded by fans of Southeastern Conference
college football teams. When Jim was younger he was a huge baseball fan and loved the Cincinnati
Reds. He even worked on the grounds crew for the Reds in 1979. In the early 1980s, his passion
shifted to college football and he is now a diehard fan of the sport. Conference Pride: The Ultimate
Book about SEC Football from 1933-2016 is a result of his passion. This book takes actual,
on-the-field, results of Southeastern Conference football and shares them in a clear and concise
guide. No opinions and no interpretations – this book reports the facts. With details from individual
games and decade by decade trends, Conference Pride is an invaluable resource for any SEC
football fan. From Alabama to Vanderbilt, from 1933 to 2016, from conference wins, Associated
Press rankings, and head coaches, Conference Pride has all the facts to help you support your
favorite SEC team.
  ohio state bowl history: The Handy Sports Answer Book Kevin Hillstrom, Laurie Hillstrom,
Roger Matuz, 1998
  ohio state bowl history: The USC Trojans Steven Travers, 2010-09-16 In this lively history of
Southern California football, Steven Travers makes the case that under coach Pete Carroll (54-10),
the Trojans have overtaken Notre Dame as the greatest ever collegiate tradition. USC has produced
legendary gridiron coaches and stars. They have tied Notre Dame for the most national
championships (11) and Heisman Trophy winners (seven); have the best bowl record, the most Rose
Bowl victories, the most All-Americans, the most pro players, the most first round draft picks, the
most number one draft picks, and more.
  ohio state bowl history: Ohio State Football Ann Byers, 2013-07-15 Ohio State has had one
of the most winning teams in college football for nearly a hundred years. The Buckeyes have won
seven national titles and been conference champion thirty-four times. Seven of its players have
received the Heisman Trophy and seventy-eight have been named All American. Thirty players or
coaches have been inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame and eight are in the Pro Football
Hall of Fame. In 2009 ESPN ranked the team the third most prestigious in the country. Renowned
coaches who are highlighted in this thrilling volume about Buckeye football include John Wilce, Chic
Harley, Francis Schmidt, Woody Hayes, John Cooper, and Jim Tressel, and exalted players such as
Bill Willis, Les Horvath, Vic Janowicz, Howard Cassady, Dick LeBeau, Archie Griffin, and Joe
Germaine are showcased. Sidebars offer sports enthusiasts engaging information, such as that on
the Gold Pants Club, the Tunnel of Pride, and the Buckeye Battle Cry. A timeline helps the reader to



access pertinent facts quickly.
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