
the long song andrea levy
The Long Song Andrea Levy: Exploring a Powerful Narrative of History and Identity

the long song andrea levy is a phrase that resonates deeply with readers who
appreciate rich historical fiction intertwined with themes of identity, resilience, and
cultural legacy. Andrea Levy's novel, The Long Song, stands as a captivating literary work
that delves into the complex history of Jamaica during the final years of slavery and the
early days of emancipation. Through her evocative storytelling and nuanced characters,
Levy invites readers on a journey that is as educational as it is emotionally gripping.

Understanding The Long Song Andrea Levy

Andrea Levy, a celebrated British author, is renowned for her insightful exploration of
Caribbean history and the diasporic experience. Published in 2010, The Long Song is her
third novel, and it marks a significant moment in her career where she masterfully
captures the turbulent period of 19th century Jamaica. The novel focuses on the life of
July, a strong-willed enslaved woman whose story is told against the backdrop of the
declining British Empire and the abolition of slavery.

Plot Overview and Historical Context

Set in the early 1830s during the final days of slavery in Jamaica, The Long Song traces
July’s journey from enslavement on a sugar plantation to freedom, highlighting the social
upheavals and personal struggles that define this era. The narrative offers an intimate
glimpse into plantation life, the brutal realities of slavery, and the gradual shift towards
emancipation. Andrea Levy’s portrayal is both vivid and sensitive, shedding light on a
pivotal moment in Caribbean history rarely explored in mainstream literature.

The story is not just about slavery but also about survival, hope, and the fight for identity
in the face of oppression. Levy incorporates historical events such as the Baptist War, a
significant slave rebellion, to enhance the authenticity and depth of the novel.

Character Development: The Heart of The Long Song
Andrea Levy

July, the novel’s protagonist, is a remarkable character whose voice drives the narrative.
Through her eyes, readers experience the complexities of race, class, and gender in a
colonial society. Other characters, including plantation owners, freed slaves, and rebels,
contribute to a multifaceted depiction of Jamaican society during this transformative time.

Andrea Levy’s skill lies in her ability to humanize history. She avoids reducing characters
to mere symbols of oppression or resistance; instead, she presents them as flawed,



hopeful, and resilient individuals. This approach enriches the reading experience, making
the historical period accessible and relatable.

Thematic Exploration in The Long Song Andrea
Levy

The novel explores several themes that resonate beyond its historical setting, offering
readers insights into universal human experiences.

Slavery and Emancipation

At its core, The Long Song is a meditation on slavery’s brutal legacy and the complex
process of emancipation. Levy examines not only the physical hardships endured by
enslaved people but also the psychological and cultural impacts of bondage. The gradual
transition to freedom is portrayed with nuance, highlighting both the liberation and new
challenges faced by former slaves.

Identity and Heritage

Identity is a central theme in The Long Song Andrea Levy, reflecting the struggles of
individuals and communities to define themselves amidst colonial oppression and cultural
displacement. July’s mixed heritage and her quest for self-understanding mirror the
broader search for identity among Caribbean peoples, who navigate the legacies of
colonialism, slavery, and migration.

Resistance and Resilience

The novel celebrates the resilience of those who lived through slavery and its aftermath.
Acts of resistance, both large and small, are woven into the narrative, illustrating the
determination to maintain dignity and humanity. Levy’s portrayal encourages readers to
appreciate the strength and courage of those who fought for freedom and justice.

Andrea Levy’s Writing Style and Impact

Andrea Levy’s prose in The Long Song is marked by its lyrical quality and vivid imagery.
Her use of Jamaican patois alongside standard English adds authenticity and texture to
the narrative voice, immersing readers in the cultural milieu of the time.

Her storytelling is characterized by a balance of historical detail and emotional depth,
making the novel both informative and moving. Levy’s ability to weave personal stories



within a broader historical framework has earned her critical acclaim and a devoted
readership.

Reception and Awards

The Long Song received widespread praise for its compelling narrative and historical
significance. It won the Walter Scott Prize for Historical Fiction in 2011, further
establishing Andrea Levy’s reputation as a leading voice in contemporary historical fiction.
Critics and readers alike have lauded the book for shedding light on a neglected chapter of
history with empathy and insight.

Why The Long Song Andrea Levy Remains
Relevant Today

In today’s cultural landscape, where discussions about race, heritage, and post-colonial
identity are increasingly prominent, The Long Song Andrea Levy offers valuable
perspectives. The novel encourages reflection on the enduring impact of slavery and
colonialism and the ways in which history shapes present-day identities.

Educational Value and Cultural Significance

The Long Song is often included in academic curricula focused on Caribbean literature,
postcolonial studies, and history. Its detailed portrayal of Jamaican society during a
critical historical juncture provides students and readers with a rich resource to
understand the complexities of slavery and emancipation beyond textbook summaries.

Inspiration for Contemporary Storytelling

Andrea Levy’s work has inspired other writers and artists to explore marginalized
histories with honesty and creativity. The Long Song’s success demonstrates the
importance and appeal of stories that center on voices often overlooked in mainstream
narratives.

Tips for Readers Approaching The Long Song
Andrea Levy

For those new to Andrea Levy’s writing or historical fiction in general, here are some
suggestions to enhance your reading experience:



Familiarize Yourself with Historical Background: A basic understanding of
Jamaican history, especially regarding slavery and emancipation, can deepen your
appreciation of the novel.

Pay Attention to Language: Embrace the use of Jamaican dialect and patois as a
way to connect with the cultural setting and characters.

Reflect on Themes: Consider how the themes of identity, resilience, and resistance
resonate with current social issues.

Explore Related Works: Reading other books by Andrea Levy, such as Small Island
or Fruit of the Lemon, can provide broader context and insight into her literary
vision.

Andrea Levy’s The Long Song remains a vital work that challenges readers to confront
difficult histories while celebrating the human spirit’s capacity for endurance and
reinvention. Through its engaging narrative and richly drawn characters, it invites a
deeper understanding of a past that continues to influence our world today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Long Song' by Andrea Levy about?
'The Long Song' is a historical novel by Andrea Levy that explores the final years of
slavery in Jamaica during the early 19th century through the eyes of a strong-willed
servant named July.

When was 'The Long Song' by Andrea Levy published?
'The Long Song' was published in 2010.

What themes does Andrea Levy explore in 'The Long
Song'?
Andrea Levy explores themes such as slavery, freedom, colonialism, race, identity, and
resilience in 'The Long Song.'

Is 'The Long Song' by Andrea Levy based on true events?
While 'The Long Song' is a work of fiction, it is inspired by historical events surrounding
the abolition of slavery in Jamaica in the 19th century.

Has 'The Long Song' by Andrea Levy been adapted into



other media?
Yes, 'The Long Song' was adapted into a television drama by the BBC in 2018.

What is the significance of the character July in 'The
Long Song'?
July, the protagonist of 'The Long Song,' represents the voice of enslaved people and their
struggle for freedom, reflecting the complexity of survival and identity during slavery.

How does Andrea Levy's background influence 'The
Long Song'?
Andrea Levy's Jamaican heritage and interest in post-colonial identity deeply influence
'The Long Song,' providing authentic insight into Jamaican history and the legacy of
slavery.

Additional Resources
The Long Song Andrea Levy: A Profound Exploration of History and Identity

the long song andrea levy stands as a compelling work that intricately weaves historical
narrative with personal identity, firmly positioning itself within contemporary British
literature. Andrea Levy, a celebrated British author known for her insightful depictions of
the Caribbean diaspora and postcolonial identity, uses The Long Song to confront the
legacies of slavery and colonialism in Jamaica. This novel extends far beyond a simple
recounting of history; it delves into the psychological and cultural aftermath that
continues to resonate today.

The Long Song Andrea Levy is not merely a historical novel; it represents a nuanced
exploration of resilience, memory, and the complexities of freedom in a society still
grappling with its colonial past. Published in 2010, the novel captures the final years of
slavery in Jamaica, focusing on the tumultuous period around the 1831 Baptist War, also
known as the Christmas Rebellion. Levy's narrative strategy employs the perspective of a
former slave, July, whose voice animates the story with authenticity and emotional depth.

Historical Context and Narrative Technique in
The Long Song

Andrea Levy’s approach to The Long Song reflects meticulous historical research
combined with a vibrant storytelling style. The novel is set against the backdrop of the
waning days of Jamaican slavery and the early emergence of emancipation. Through July’s
narrative, readers gain insight into the harsh realities of plantation life, the social
hierarchies imposed by colonialism, and the fraught transition to freedom.



What sets The Long Song apart from other historical fictions about slavery is Levy’s
decision to blend oral storytelling traditions with a modern narrative framework. The
protagonist's voice retains an informal, conversational tone, which humanizes historical
events that might otherwise feel distant or abstract. This technique invites readers to
engage empathetically with the characters’ experiences, highlighting the personal toll of
systemic oppression.

Characterization and Themes

At the heart of The Long Song Andrea Levy crafts a complex protagonist whose resilience
and humor provide a counterpoint to the brutal realities of slavery. July's character is
multidimensional—she is at once vulnerable and strong, naive yet perceptive. This
complexity allows Levy to explore themes such as identity, freedom, and the search for
belonging in a society structured by racial and class inequalities.

The novel also tackles the themes of memory and history, questioning whose stories are
preserved and whose are marginalized. Through the interplay of July’s personal memories
and the broader historical events, Levy interrogates the reliability of recorded history,
emphasizing the importance of individual narratives in understanding the past.

Comparative Analysis: The Long Song and Other
Works by Andrea Levy

In examining The Long Song alongside Andrea Levy’s earlier novels, such as Small Island
and Fruit of the Lemon, one observes a consistent preoccupation with the legacies of
colonialism and migration. However, The Long Song is distinctive in its temporal setting;
it delves deeper into the plantation era, whereas Levy’s other works often focus on
mid-20th-century migration and identity crises in Britain.

This temporal shift allows The Long Song to explore foundational issues of race and power
that underpin the later diasporic experiences depicted in Levy’s other novels. Moreover,
The Long Song’s focus on Jamaica’s history offers a vivid portrayal of the socio-political
conditions that shaped Caribbean identity, adding layers of historical context to Levy’s
broader literary project.

Literary Style and Impact

Andrea Levy’s prose in The Long Song is both accessible and richly poetic, balancing
historical detail with narrative momentum. The use of Jamaican Creole dialect enriches
the authenticity of the characters’ voices, anchoring the story firmly in its cultural milieu.
This stylistic choice also challenges the reader, prompting engagement with language as a
site of cultural identity and resistance.

The Long Song has been widely praised for its contribution to postcolonial literature,



offering a narrative that is both educational and emotionally engaging. It serves as a
valuable resource for readers interested in the intersections of history, race, and identity,
as well as for educators seeking to broaden the scope of historical fiction to include
marginalized perspectives.

Key Features and Critical Reception

The novel’s key features include:

A first-person narrative from the perspective of a former slave, providing intimate
insight into plantation life.

An exploration of the Baptist War and the abolition of slavery in Jamaica, grounding
the story in a significant historical moment.

Rich cultural detail that captures Jamaican customs, language, and social structures.

A focus on female experience and agency within a patriarchal and colonial context.

Critically, The Long Song Andrea Levy has been lauded for its evocative storytelling and
historical accuracy. Reviewers often highlight Levy’s ability to humanize history,
transforming it from a distant academic subject into a compelling narrative that resonates
on a personal level. Some critiques note the challenge of balancing the informal narrative
voice with the gravity of the subject matter, yet this tension is generally regarded as a
strength that adds depth to the reading experience.

Pros and Cons of The Long Song Andrea Levy

Pros:1.

Authentic portrayal of Jamaican history and culture.

Engaging first-person narrative that fosters empathy.

Addresses complex themes such as freedom, identity, and resilience.

Enhances understanding of the historical roots of modern racial and social
issues.

Cons:2.



The use of Creole may pose comprehension challenges for some readers.

Some readers may find the narrative pacing uneven due to shifts between
personal anecdote and historical exposition.

These considerations reflect the novel’s ambition to offer both an immersive historical
experience and a thoughtful meditation on the legacy of slavery.

The Long Song Andrea Levy in Contemporary
Discourse

In recent years, The Long Song has maintained relevance amid ongoing discussions about
reparations, racial justice, and historical memory. Andrea Levy’s novel contributes to a
growing body of literature that seeks to recover and reframe the histories of enslaved
peoples and their descendants. By foregrounding the lived experiences of individuals like
July, the novel challenges sanitized versions of history and insists on the importance of
confronting uncomfortable truths.

The Long Song’s adaptation into a television drama further attests to its cultural impact.
The visual retelling has brought the story to wider audiences, inviting renewed reflection
on the enduring consequences of slavery and colonialism. This adaptation underscores the
novel’s value not only as literature but also as a catalyst for public dialogue.

Through its detailed characterizations, evocative setting, and critical engagement with
history, The Long Song Andrea Levy exemplifies the power of fiction to illuminate the past
and inform present-day conversations about identity and justice.

The Long Song Andrea Levy

Find other PDF articles:
https://espanol.centerforautism.com/archive-th-102/pdf?docid=csE19-2958&title=context-clues-wor
ksheet-8th-grade.pdf

  the long song andrea levy: The Long Song Andrea Levy, 2010-04-20 You do not know me yet
but I am the narrator of this work. My son Thomas, who is printing this book, tells me it is customary
at this place in a novel to give the reader a little taste of the story that is held within its pages. As
your storyteller, I am to convey that this tale is set in Jamaica during the last turbulent years of
slavery and the early years of freedom that followed. July is a slave girl who lives upon a sugar
plantation called Amity and it is her life that is the subject of this tale. She was there when the

https://espanol.centerforautism.com/archive-th-108/Book?title=the-long-song-andrea-levy.pdf&trackid=IUs01-5177
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Baptist War raged in 1831, and she was also present when slavery was declared no more. My son
says I must convey how the story also tells of July's mama, Kitty; of the negroes that worked the
plantation land; of Caroline Mortimer, the white woman who owned the plantation; and many more
persons besides—far too many for me to list here. But what befalls them all is carefully chronicled
upon these pages for you to peruse. Perhaps, my son suggests, I might write that it is a thrilling
journey through that time in the company of people who lived it. All this he wishes me to pen so the
reader can decide if this is a novel they might care to consider. Cha, I tell my son, what fuss-fuss.
Come, let them just read it for themselves.
  the long song andrea levy: Andrea Levy Jeannette Baxter, David James, 2014-03-13 Andrea
Levy has emerged as one of the most significant and popular voices in contemporary black British
writing both in the UK and abroad. Drawing on a familial history of emigration, her
critically-acclaimed novels - including the multiple award-winning Small Island - attempt to bring a
variety of voices to the representation of black experience in post-war Britain. This book is the first
of its kind to be devoted to Levy's work. Combining historical, theoretical and textual perspectives,
the volume hosts a wide range of current critical approaches to Levy's fiction. With chapters written
by leading established and emerging scholars, the book explores issues of literary form, diasporic
literature and cultural value, the BBC TV adaptation of Small Island, while also shedding fresh light
on Levy's critically neglected early works. The book also includes a new interview with Levy herself,
a timeline of her life, chapter summaries, as well as guides to further reading and online resources,
making this an essential companion to the writings of one of the most exciting voices in
contemporary fiction.
  the long song andrea levy: Reading/Speaking/Writing the Mother Text; Essays on
Caribbean Women's Writing Cristina Herrera, Paula Sanmartín, 2015-08-01 While scholarship on
Caribbean women’s literature has grown into an established discipline, there are not many studies
explicitly connected to the maternal subject matter, and among them only a few book-length texts
have focalized motherhood and maternity in writings by Caribbean women.
Reading/Speaking/Writing the Mother Text: Essays on Caribbean Women’s Writing encourages a
crucial dialogue surrounding the state of motherhood scholarship within the Caribbean literary
landscape, to call for attention on a theme that, although highly visible, remains understudied by
academics. While this collection presents a similar comparative and diasporic approach to other
book-length studies on Caribbean women’s writing, it deals with the complexity of including a wider
geographical, linguistic, ethnic and generic diversity, while exposing the myriad ways in which
Caribbean women authors shape and construct their texts to theorize motherhood, mothering,
maternity, and mother-daughter relationships.
  the long song andrea levy: Post-Empire Imaginaries? Barbara Buchenau, Virginia Richter,
2015-07-28 Empires as political entities may be a thing of the past, but as a concept, empire is alive
and kicking. From heritage tourism and costume dramas to theories of the imperial idea(l): empire
sells. Post-Empire Imaginaries? Anglophone Literature, History, and the Demise of Empires presents
innovative scholarship on the lives and legacies of empires in diverse media such as literature, film,
advertising, and the visual arts. Though rooted in real space and history, the post-empire and its
twin, the post-imperial, emerge as ungraspable ideational constructs. The volume convincingly
establishes empire as welcoming resistance and affirmation, introducing post-empire imaginaries as
figurations that connect the archives and repertoires of colonial nostalgia, postcolonial critique,
post-imperial dreaming.
  the long song andrea levy: The Transformative Potential of Black British and British Muslim
Literature Lisa Ahrens, 2019-07-03 This study investigates power, belonging and exclusion in British
society by analysing representations of the mosque, the University of Oxford, and the plantation in
novels by Leila Aboulela, Robin Yassin-Kassab, Diran Adebayo, David Dabydeen, Andrea Levy, and
Bernardine Evaristo. Lisa Ahrens combines Foucault's theory of heterotopia with elements of
Wolfgang Iser's reader-response theory to work out Black British and British Muslim literature's
potential for destabilising exclusionary boundaries. In this way, new perspectives open up on the



intersections between space, power and literature, intertwining and enriching the discourses of
Cultural and Literary Studies.
  the long song andrea levy: Televising Transnational Trauma Myriam Mompoint,
2025-05-23 Televising Transnational Trauma offers a critical analysis of global media
representations of the traumatic history of slavery in the Americas. Reflecting on the profound
influence of the American miniseries Roots and the Brazilian telenovela A Escrava Isaura on their
respective genres, the book traces the evolution of serialized slave narratives on screen. These
productions are explored through the lens of communal memory, shaped by culturally bound
understandings of shared histories across both homogenous and disparate groups. Taking a
transnational approach, the book examines how these televisual series delicately balance respect for
cultural sensibilities with the demands of historical accuracy, archival material, and global
engagement. By considering a wide range of series from the Anglophone, Hispanophone, Lusophone,
and Francophone worlds, Myriam Mompoint highlights how these works circulate as cultural
commodities in both domestic and export markets. In doing so, she explores how they reinscribe the
legacies of slavery within the constraints of contemporary media. Engaging with memory studies,
media studies, trauma theory, and spectrality, Televising Transnational Trauma brings a fresh
perspective to comparative African diaspora scholarship. It critically examines how these televisual
productions reflect and reimagine cultural memories of chattel slavery for audiences worldwide.
  the long song andrea levy: Whitaker's Shorts: Five Years in Review Bloomsbury
Publishing, 2013-11-07 Now in its 146th edition Whitaker's Almanack is the definitive reference
guide containing a comprehensive overview of every aspect of UK infrastructure and an excellent
introduction to world politics. Available only as ebooks, Whitaker's Shorts are selected themed
sections from Whitaker's Almanack: portable and perfect for those with specific interests within the
print edition. Whitaker's Shorts: Five Years in Review includes a digest of the year's events from
2008-9 to 2012-13 in the UK and abroad and articles covering subjects as diverse as Archaeology,
Conservation, Business and Finance, Opera, Dance, Film and Weather. There is also an A-Z listing of
all the results for the major sporting events from Alpine Skiing through to Fencing, Football, Horse
Racing, Polo and Tennis.
  the long song andrea levy: Narrating Empire and Domesticity in Neo-Victorian Fiction
Marlena Tronicke, 2025-05-12 Fiction classified as ‘neo-Victorian’ has steadily emerged as a crucial
mode of British cultural production. It is no coincidence that this most recent Victorian renaissance
is taking shape in a climate of widespread empire nostalgia, with imperial-colonial legacies being
relegated to a distant ‘elsewhere.’ In its critical re-visitations of the nineteenth century,
neo-Victorianism has the potential to intervene in this often selective memory of Britain’s imperial
past. Nevertheless, systematic re-readings of empire have so far played a comparatively minor role
in neo-Victorian scholarly debate. This monograph addresses this lacuna by examining how
neo-Victorianism negotiates constructions of empire in conjunction with the domestic. Drawing on a
range of neo-Victorian novels as well as their Victorian intertexts and bringing these into dialogue
with postcolonial theory, it asks how neo-Victorian fiction engages with, perpetuates, or subverts
Victorian imaginaries of urban British ‘centres’ in opposition to remote imperial ‘margins.’ It
examines why domesticity – broadly understood as ideologically charged concepts of family, home,
and belonging based on formations of gender, sexuality, and class – can never be constituted
independently of empire. In addition, the book raises questions regarding neo-Victorianism’s larger
potentiality of narrating empire, suggesting that it is precisely the disorienting moments that
constitute a characteristically neo-Victorian mode of exploring the entanglements of empire and
domesticity.
  the long song andrea levy: (Post)Colonial Passages Silvia Albertazzi, Francesco Cattani,
Rita Monticelli, Federica Zullo, 2019-01-15 While entailing a subversive re-vision of colonial
histories, geographies, and subjectivities, the (post)colonial condition has unleashed a chain of
movements, relocations, and re-writings that interrogate the globalized and neoliberal society.
Ethnic, “racial”, religious, gendered, and sexual identities have been called into question, and



requested to (re)define, name, and re-name themselves, to find new ways to tell their
stories/histories. The very term “postcolonial” has triggered well-known controversial debates: its
adoption is significant of a cultural politics involving the colonial past, controversial crisis in the
present, and an open perspective toward alternative futures. Confronting literature and the arts
from a postcolonial perspective is a critical and political task involving theories and cultural
productions crossing barriers amongst fields of knowledge. The essays gathered here discuss
postcolonialism as a transdisciplinary field of passages that negotiate among diverse yet interrelated
cultural fields.
  the long song andrea levy: The Prison Book Club Ann Walmsley, 2015-10-01 When Ann
Walmsley was asked to take part in a book club in a men’s prison, she was initially anxious: after a
violent mugging a few years before, could she really cope being surrounded by violent criminals?
Luckily, curiosity got the better of her, and she signed up for eighteen months of meetings with
heavily tattooed inmates, talking about books ranging from The Grapes of Wrath to The Curious
Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time. But this wasn’t your typical book club – there was no wine
and cheese, plush furniture or superficial chat about recent holidays. Classic works of fiction and
non-fiction became springboards for frank discussions about loss, anger, redemption and loneliness,
and for the men a prized oasis in which to regain a sense of humanity. In this heart-warming
example of the rehabilitative power of reading, follow Graham the biker, Frank the gunman, Ben and
Dread the drug dealers, and the robber duo Gaston and Peter as they share ideas and reveal their
life stories. The Prison Book Club is unlike anything you’ve read before.
  the long song andrea levy: Women Writers and Experimental Narratives Kate Aughterson,
Deborah Philips, 2021-01-23 This book explores the history of women’s engagement with writing
experimentally. Women writers have long used different narratives and modes of writing as a way of
critiquing worlds and stories that they find themselves at odds with, but at the same time, as a way
to participate in such spaces. Experimentation—of style, mode, voice, genre and language—has
enabled women writers to be simultaneously creative and critical, engaged in and yet apart from
stories and cultures that have so often seen them as ‘other’. This collection shows that women
writers in English over the past 400 years have challenged those ideas not only through explicit
polemic and alternative representations but through disrupting the very modes of representation
and story itself.
  the long song andrea levy: Matria Redux Tegan Zimmerman, 2023-06-23 In Matria Redux:
Caribbean Women Novelize the Past, author Tegan Zimmerman contends that there is a need for
reading Caribbean women’s texts relationally. This comprehensive study argues that the writer’s
turn to maternal histories constitutes the definitive feature of this transcultural and transnational
genre. Through an array of Caribbean women’s historical novels published roughly between 1980
and 2010, this book formulates the theory of matria—an imagined maternal space and time—as a
postcolonial-psychoanalytic feminist framework for reading fictions of maternal history written by
and about Caribbean women. Tracing the development of the historical novel in four periods of the
Caribbean past—slavery, colonialism, revolution, and decolonization—this study argues that a
pan-Caribbean generation of women writers, of varying discursive racial(ized) realities, has depicted
similar matria constructs and maternal motifs. A politicized concept, matria functions in the
historical novel as a counternarrative to traditional historical and literary discourses. Through close
readings of the mother/daughter plots in contemporary Caribbean women’s historical fiction, such as
Andrea Levy’s The Long Song, Edwidge Danticat’s The Farming of Bones, Paule Marshall’s
Praisesong for the Widow, and Marie-Elena John’s Unburnable, Matria Redux considers the concept
of matria an important vehicle for postcolonial-psychoanalytic feminist literary resistance and
political intervention. Matria as a psychoanalytic, postcolonial strategy therefore envisions, by
returning to history, alternative feminist fictions, futures, and Caribbeans.
  the long song andrea levy: Nabokov's Favorite Word Is Mauve Ben Blatt, 2017-03-14 Data
meets literature in this “enlightening” (The Wall Street Journal), “brilliant” (The Boston Globe),
“Nate Silver-esque” (O, The Oprah Magazine) look at what the numbers have to say about our



favorite authors and their masterpieces. There’s a famous piece of writing advice—offered by Ernest
Hemingway, Stephen King, and myriad writers in between—not to use -ly adverbs like “quickly” or
“angrily.” It sounds like solid advice, but can we actually test it? If we were to count all the -ly
adverbs these authors used in their careers, do they follow their own advice? What’s more, do great
books in general—the classics and the bestsellers—share this trait? In the age of big data we can
answer questions like these in the blink of an eye. In Nabokov’s Favorite Word Is Mauve, a “literary
detective story: fast-paced, thought-provoking, and intriguing” (Brian Christian, coauthor of
Algorithms to Live By), statistician and journalist Ben Blatt explores the wealth of fun findings that
can be discovered by using text and data analysis. He assembles a database of thousands of books
and hundreds of millions of words, and then he asks the questions that have intrigued book lovers
for generations: What are our favorite authors’ favorite words? Do men and women write
differently? Which bestselling writer uses the most clichés? What makes a great opening sentence?
And which writerly advice is worth following or ignoring? All of Blatt’s investigations and
experiments are original, conducted himself, and no math knowledge is needed to enjoy the book.
On every page, there are new and eye-opening findings. By the end, you will have a newfound
appreciation of your favorite authors and also come away with a fresh perspective on your own
writing. “Blatt’s new book reveals surprising literary secrets” (Entertainment Weekly) and casts an
x-ray through literature, allowing us to see both the patterns that hold it together and the brilliant
flourishes that allow it to spring to life.
  the long song andrea levy: A History of Food in Literature Charlotte Boyce, Joan Fitzpatrick,
2017-05-18 When novels, plays and poems refer to food, they are often doing much more than we
might think. Recent critical thinking suggests that depictions of food in literary works can help to
explain the complex relationship between the body, subjectivity and social structures. A History of
Food in Literature provides a clear and comprehensive overview of significant episodes of food and
its consumption in major canonical literary works from the medieval period to the twenty-first
century. This volume contextualises these works with reference to pertinent historical and cultural
materials such as cookery books, diaries and guides to good health, in order to engage with the
critical debate on food and literature and how ideas of food have developed over the centuries.
Organised chronologically and examining certain key writers from every period, including Chaucer,
Shakespeare, Austen and Dickens, this book's enlightening critical analysis makes it relevant for
anyone interested in the study of food and literature.
  the long song andrea levy: Clever Girls and the Literature of Women's Upward Mobility
Mary Eagleton, 2018-02-15 This book follows the figure of ‘the clever girl’ from the post-war to the
present and focuses on the fiction, plays and memoirs of contemporary British women writers.
Spurred on by an ethic of meritocracy, the clever girl is now facing austerity and declining social
mobility. Though suggesting optimism, a public discourse of ‘opportunity’, ‘aspiration’ and ‘choice’ is
often experienced as an anxious and chancy process. In a wide-ranging study, the book explores the
struggle to move away from home and traditional notions of femininity; the persistent problems
associated with women’s embodiment; the pressures of class and racial divisions; the new
subjectivities of the neoliberal era; and the generational conflict underpinning austerity. The book
ends with a consideration of feminism’s place as a phantom presence in this history of clever girls.
This study will appeal to readers of contemporary women’s writing and to those interested in what
has been one of the dominant social narratives of the post-war period from upward to declining
mobility.
  the long song andrea levy: Handbook of Anglophone World Literatures Stefan Helgesson,
Birgit Neumann, Gabriele Rippl, 2020-09-07
  the long song andrea levy: Britain After the Five Crises P. W. Preston, 2023-11-02 The period
2008–2022 has seen the British state/government embroiled in a number of full-blown crises, each
impacting the fundamental operations of the state and demanding, therefore, urgent responses from
the government of the day. In the first case, the 2008 near-collapse and partial nationalization of the
banking system consequent upon decades of irresponsible credit creation coupled to permissive



regulation; in the second , the migration crisis of 2015, which saw waves of refugees moving through
Europe, provoking anxious responses from European Union member states and opening-up related
political debates in Britain; thus, third , the 2016 referendum in regard to membership of the
European Union, which the London-based elite clearly thought they would navigate easily before, to
their evident shock, losing, an event itself precipitating further extraordinary Westminster
manoeuvring; and then fourth the 2020 Covid- 19 pandemic, met with an initial casual sangfroid
before the government, its actions informed by epidemiological modelling, made an abrupt shift to
‘lockdown’, with dramatic social and economic consequences. To these episodes, whose impacts run
down to the present, could be added, fifth, the 2022 disaster in Ukraine where the British
state/government has chosen to involve itself by supporting one set of combatants in a conflict
where presently, after more than a year of fighting, there is little sign of a means to the resolution of
the violence. This book examines the crises and tracks how each developed; how state/ government
failings in one case were rehearsed in the next; and, more generally, how these crises have been
amplified by the decades-long celebration of globalization theory; and, finally, at how following the
most recent crisis the future might unfold, hence the ideas of deglobalization, resilience and, more
speculatively, the possibilities of democratization.
  the long song andrea levy: Great Escapes Lonely Planet, 2015-06-01 THE PERFECT
GETAWAY Beach paradises. Luxury hideaways. Cultural thrills. This showcase of the world's most
enjoyable escapes celebrates the sheer pleasure of travel. Take time out to indulge in romantic
getaways, culinary adventures, musical journeys and family holidays. Important Notice: The digital
edition of this book may not contain all of the images found in the physical edition.
  the long song andrea levy: Explore The Americas Lonely Planet, 2018-05-01 Ice trekking in
Argentina. Salsa dancing in Cuba. Road-tripping the USA. We present 60 of the most exciting travel
experiences across North, Central and South America, from adrenaline-pumping thrills and
breathtaking natural wonders to cultural icons, wildlife watching and romantic getaways. With
Lonely Planet’s Explore the Americas, you’ll discover great escapes, thrilling adventures, voyages of
discovery and man-made and natural wonders stretching all the way from Canada to Argentina. Let
Lonely Planet be your guide for exploring this beautiful and vibrant part of the world – and be
inspired to plan your next or first adventure to the Americas. Experiences include: Canada: Cycle
Prince Edward Island Find an island idyll in the Great Bear Rainforest Watch orcas from a kayak in
British Columbia USA: Journey through Mark Twain’s USA Cruise the Mississippi to New Orleans
Trace the life of Amelia Earhart Mountain bike Moab’s Slickrock Trail Hear mountain music in the
Appalachians Caribbean: Hike the rainforests of St Lucia Live like James Bond in Jamaica Make like
a pirate in Nassau Mexico & Central America: Climb volcanoes in Nicaragua Plunge into the caves of
Belize Let the kids go wild in Costa Rica South America: Cruise Argentina’s Patagonian Highway
Escape to Ecuador’s cloud forest Drift down the Amazon river Motorbike Che Guevara’s diaries
Enter the lost world of Mount Roraima About Lonely Planet: Lonely Planet is a leading travel media
company and the world’s number one travel guidebook brand, providing both inspiring and
trustworthy information for every kind of traveller since 1973. Over the past four decades, we’ve
printed over 145 million guidebooks and grown a dedicated, passionate global community of
travellers. You’ll also find our content online, on mobile, video and in 14 languages, 12 international
magazines, armchair and lifestyle books, ebooks, and more. Important Notice: The digital edition of
this book may not contain all of the images found in the physical edition.
  the long song andrea levy: The Library Thief Kuchenga Shenjé, 2024-04-09 The Binding meets
The Vanishing Half in this extraordinary historical debut - perfect for readers who love gothic
mysteries with books at the heart of them, as well as stories about people often overlooked by
history. 'Intriguingly and superbly plotted. Weaves race, identity, feminism, sexuality and class into a
beguiling mystery' Woman & Home Some secrets are too scandalous to conceal... Since they left
Jamaica for England, Florence's father has tried to tame her - from hot-combing her unruly hair to
training her in the art of bookbinding. But when Florence brings scandal to his door, he throws her
onto the streets. Florence has nowhere to turn until, intercepting her father's commission to restore



a private library, she talks her way into the remote, imposing Rose Hall. There, even the wonders of
Lord Belfield's library can't distract Florence from the whisper of scandal around the late lady of the
house and her black maid. Then one night, someone breaks into the library - yet strangely, they take
none of the priceless tomes. Discovering a half-burned diary in the fireplace, Florence holds the key
to a mystery that will reshape everything she knows about herself, and shake Rose Hall to its very
foundations . . . 'Swells with secrecy and intrigue' Candice Carty-Williams, author of Queenie 'A love
letter to the golden age of Du Maurier and Bronte. Lyrical, beguiling and powerfully relevant' Juno
Dawson, author of Her Majesty's Royal Coven 'If this book's a thief of anything - it was of my
attention. I was hooked' Cari Thomas, author of Threadneedle 'Powerful and wholly original' Joanne
Burn, author of The Hemlock Cure 'Gut-wrenchingly conveys a unique historical perspective on race,
gender and sexuality. [For] fans of Sarah Waters and Bridget Collins' Library Journal 'I was blown
away' Stacey Thomas, author of The Revels 'Atmospheric, compelling Victorian gothic with a fresh
twist' Freya Berry, author of The Birdcage Library
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