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Last Child in the Woods: Richard Louv and the Power of Nature in Childhood

last child in the woods richard louv is more than just a phrase—it’s the title of a groundbreaking
book that has reshaped how we think about childhood, technology, and our connection to the natural
world. Written by Richard Louv, this influential work highlights a growing concern in modern
society: children today are spending less time outdoors than any previous generation, leading to
what Louv terms “nature-deficit disorder.” This concept has sparked conversations among
educators, parents, and policymakers about the critical role that nature plays in healthy child
development.

If you’ve ever wondered why kids seem glued to screens or why outdoor playtime is diminishing,
Louv’s insights provide valuable context and solutions. Let’s delve into the ideas behind Last Child in
the Woods, explore its impact, and discuss practical ways to reconnect children with nature.

Understanding the Core Message of Last Child in the
Woods by Richard Louv

At its heart, Last Child in the Woods is a call to action. Louv argues that the modern lifestyle,
dominated by technology and urban living, is disconnecting children from the natural environment.
This separation has profound consequences, affecting physical health, mental well-being, creativity,
and even environmental stewardship.

What Is “Nature-Deficit Disorder”?

Though not a medical diagnosis, “nature-deficit disorder” is Louv’s term to describe the negative
effects of spending less time outdoors. According to Louv, symptoms include attention difficulties,
obesity, and increased stress—all linked to a lack of interaction with the natural world. He suggests
that regular exposure to nature can alleviate these symptoms by providing children with
opportunities for exploration, physical activity, and sensory engagement.

The Rise of Indoor Lifestyle and Technology

One of the main causes Louv identifies for nature-deficit disorder is the increasing reliance on digital
devices. Smartphones, tablets, and video games often replace outdoor playtime. While technology
has many benefits, Louv cautions that it should not come at the expense of children’s relationship
with nature. He encourages a balanced approach where technology and nature coexist but nature
remains a priority for children’s development.



The Impact of Last Child in the Woods on Education
and Parenting

Since its publication, Last Child in the Woods has influenced education systems and parenting
philosophies worldwide. Many educators now advocate for “nature-based learning” and outdoor
classrooms, recognizing that nature can enhance academic performance and social skills.

Nature as a Classroom

Louv emphasizes that the outdoors is an ideal learning environment. Natural settings stimulate
curiosity and creativity, making lessons memorable and meaningful. Schools that incorporate
environmental education and field trips into their curriculum often see improvements in student
engagement and behavior.

Parenting Tips Inspired by Louv’s Work

For parents eager to combat nature-deficit disorder, Louv’s book offers practical advice, such as:

Encourage daily outdoor play, even if it’s just a walk in the park.

Create “nature rituals” like gardening or weekend hikes to build a routine connection with the
outdoors.

Limit screen time to ensure children have ample opportunity for unstructured outdoor
exploration.

Explore local green spaces, nature centers, and community gardens as family outings.

These simple steps can foster a lifelong appreciation for nature and improve children’s overall well-
being.

Broader Environmental and Social Implications

Last Child in the Woods doesn’t just address individual health—it also tackles the larger issue of
environmental stewardship. Louv argues that when children lose touch with nature, the future of
conservation is at risk. People who grow up disconnected from the environment are less likely to
value and protect it.



Building a Generation of Environmental Advocates

By promoting outdoor experiences, Louv envisions a generation that is more environmentally
conscious and motivated to address ecological challenges. This perspective has inspired community
programs and non-profits dedicated to reconnecting youth with nature through outdoor education
and conservation projects.

Urban Planning and Green Spaces

Louv’s ideas have also influenced urban planners to prioritize green spaces in city designs. Parks,
trails, and community gardens are vital for providing accessible nature experiences, particularly in
densely populated areas. These spaces not only benefit children but enhance the quality of life for
entire communities.

Critiques and Further Discussions Around Last Child in
the Woods

While Last Child in the Woods has been widely praised, it has also sparked debate. Some critics
argue that Louv’s claims about nature-deficit disorder lack rigorous scientific backing or that access
to safe outdoor spaces is not equally available to all children.

Addressing Accessibility and Equity

One important discussion emerging from Louv’s work centers on environmental justice. Not all
families have easy access to parks or wilderness areas, especially in marginalized or urban
communities. This raises questions about how society can create equitable opportunities for nature
connection.

Integrating Technology Positively

Another nuanced perspective suggests that technology and nature need not be opposed. Innovative
tools such as nature apps, virtual reality hikes, and citizen science projects can complement outdoor
experiences and engage tech-savvy children in environmental learning.

Continuing the Legacy of Richard Louv’s Last Child in
the Woods

Since its release, Last Child in the Woods has inspired a movement toward restoring the bond
between children and nature. Richard Louv continues to advocate for policies and initiatives that



prioritize outdoor experiences, including the Children & Nature Network, an organization he co-
founded to promote access to nature for all children.

Whether you’re a parent, teacher, or community leader, Louv’s message is clear: nurturing a
connection to nature is essential for the health, happiness, and future of our children. As
urbanization and screen time continue to rise, his call to action remains as urgent as ever.

Incorporating the lessons of Last Child in the Woods into our daily lives can begin with small
steps—encouraging kids to play outside, organizing neighborhood nature walks, or simply
appreciating the beauty of a tree-lined street. These moments help bridge the gap Louv warns about
and ensure that our children are not the "last child in the woods," but rather the first generation to
thrive in harmony with the natural world.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Richard Louv, the author of 'Last Child in the Woods'?
Richard Louv is an American author and journalist known for his work on nature-deficit disorder and
the importance of connecting children with nature. He wrote 'Last Child in the Woods' to highlight
these issues.

What is the main theme of 'Last Child in the Woods' by
Richard Louv?
The main theme of 'Last Child in the Woods' is the concept of nature-deficit disorder, which
describes the consequences of children spending less time outdoors and the impact this has on their
health, development, and well-being.

When was 'Last Child in the Woods' published?
'Last Child in the Woods' was published in 2005.

What solutions does Richard Louv propose in 'Last Child in the
Woods' to combat nature-deficit disorder?
Richard Louv suggests reconnecting children with nature through outdoor activities, green
schoolyards, community gardens, and family nature outings to improve physical and mental health
and foster environmental stewardship.

How has 'Last Child in the Woods' influenced educational
practices?
The book has inspired educators to incorporate outdoor learning and environmental education into
school curricula, promoting hands-on nature experiences to enhance student engagement and well-
being.



What is 'nature-deficit disorder' as explained in 'Last Child in
the Woods'?
Nature-deficit disorder is a term coined by Richard Louv to describe the negative effects on children
who have limited exposure to nature, including increased obesity, attention disorders, and
diminished use of the senses.

Has 'Last Child in the Woods' received any awards or
recognition?
Yes, 'Last Child in the Woods' has received critical acclaim and several awards, including the Orion
Book Award, recognizing its impact on environmental literature and advocacy for children's
connection to nature.

Are there any follow-up books or works by Richard Louv
related to 'Last Child in the Woods'?
Yes, Richard Louv has written follow-up books such as 'The Nature Principle' and 'Vitamin N,' which
continue exploring the relationship between humans and nature, expanding on the ideas presented
in 'Last Child in the Woods.'

Additional Resources
Last Child in the Woods Richard Louv: Exploring the Intersection of Nature and Childhood

last child in the woods richard louv is a phrase that has become synonymous with a growing
concern over the disconnection between modern children and the natural environment. Richard
Louv’s groundbreaking 2005 book, *Last Child in the Woods: Saving Our Children from Nature-
Deficit Disorder*, has sparked a vital conversation about the consequences of this disconnection and
the urgent need to restore children’s access to and engagement with the outdoors. This article
delves into the core themes of Louv’s work, examines its impact on educational and environmental
discourse, and explores how the concept of nature-deficit disorder remains relevant in today’s
increasingly digital world.

The Genesis of Nature-Deficit Disorder

At the heart of *Last Child in the Woods* lies the concept of “nature-deficit disorder,” a term coined
by Louv to describe the psychological, physical, and cognitive consequences resulting from
children’s limited exposure to nature. Though not a clinical diagnosis, nature-deficit disorder
highlights a troubling societal trend: children spending less time outdoors than ever before. Louv’s
research draws on a range of studies linking time in natural settings with improved concentration,
reduced stress, enhanced creativity, and better overall health.

This lack of connection with nature is attributed to multiple factors, including urbanization,
increased screen time, and parental concerns about safety. Louv warns that these trends contribute



to a generation growing up disconnected from the natural world, which could have profound
implications for both individual well-being and environmental stewardship.

Implications for Child Development and Well-being

Louv’s work intersects with developmental psychology and public health by underscoring the role of
nature in fostering healthy childhood development. He provides evidence that outdoor play promotes
physical activity, which is critical in combating childhood obesity—a growing epidemic in many
countries. Furthermore, the sensory richness of natural environments stimulates cognitive
development and imaginative play more effectively than artificial or indoor settings.

The book also explores how nature exposure can alleviate symptoms of attention deficit hyperactivity
disorder (ADHD). Studies cited by Louv demonstrate that children with ADHD show improved
concentration after engaging in outdoor activities, suggesting nature as a complementary approach
to traditional therapies.

Educational Reforms Inspired by Louv’s Insights

Since the publication of *Last Child in the Woods*, educators and policymakers have increasingly
recognized the importance of integrating nature into learning environments. The book catalyzed the
“nature-based education” movement, which advocates for outdoor classrooms, environmental
education curricula, and school gardens as tools to enhance student engagement and learning
outcomes.

Benefits of Outdoor Learning

Research supports Louv’s claims about the advantages of nature-based education. Students exposed
to outdoor learning environments demonstrate:

Improved academic performance in subjects such as science and math

Greater motivation and enthusiasm for learning

Enhanced social skills and teamwork abilities

Reduced behavioral problems and absenteeism

By fostering a direct relationship with the environment, schools can also cultivate a sense of
environmental responsibility, encouraging students to become active participants in conservation
efforts.



Critiques and Considerations

While *Last Child in the Woods* has been widely praised for raising awareness, it has also faced
criticism. Some scholars argue that the notion of nature-deficit disorder lacks empirical rigor, given
it is not formally recognized in medical or psychological diagnostic manuals. Critics caution against
oversimplifying complex social issues by attributing childhood challenges solely to the absence of
nature exposure.

Additionally, practical barriers to increasing outdoor experiences for children exist. Urban families
may lack access to safe natural spaces, and socioeconomic disparities can limit opportunities for
outdoor recreation. Addressing these challenges requires systemic solutions that integrate urban
planning, community development, and education reform.

Balancing Technology and Nature

An important aspect of the discourse surrounding Louv’s book is the relationship between
technology use and nature engagement. While *Last Child in the Woods* highlights the risks of
excessive screen time, it also opens a conversation about how technology might be harnessed to
reconnect children with nature. Emerging approaches include:

Interactive apps that encourage outdoor exploration

Virtual reality experiences simulating natural environments

Citizen science projects leveraging digital tools to engage youth in environmental monitoring

These strategies suggest that technology and nature need not be mutually exclusive but can be
combined to enrich children’s experiences.

The Cultural and Environmental Legacy of Louv’s Work

More than a decade after its release, *Last Child in the Woods* continues to influence cultural
attitudes toward nature and childhood. Louv’s advocacy has contributed to the growth of
organizations and initiatives dedicated to reconnecting children with the outdoors, such as the
Children & Nature Network.

Furthermore, the themes of Louv’s work resonate within broader environmental movements, linking
individual well-being with ecological sustainability. By emphasizing that emotional bonds with
nature begin in childhood, Louv’s book argues for a future in which environmental conservation is a
shared societal priority.

The ongoing challenges posed by climate change and urban expansion only amplify the urgency of
Louv’s message. As communities worldwide grapple with how to create healthier, greener living



spaces, *Last Child in the Woods* serves as a reminder that fostering a connection between young
people and the natural world is not only a matter of health but also a vital investment in the planet’s
future.

---

In examining *Last Child in the Woods* by Richard Louv, it is clear that the book remains a seminal
work in understanding the complex dynamics between children and nature. Its influence extends
across education, psychology, urban planning, and environmental activism, making it a cornerstone
text for anyone interested in the intersection of childhood development and ecological health. As
society continues to navigate the challenges of modern life, Louv’s message encourages a
reimagining of childhood—one where nature is not a luxury, but a fundamental component of growth
and well-being.

Last Child In The Woods Richard Louv
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  last child in the woods richard louv: Last Child in the Woods Richard Louv, 2008-04-22 The
Book That Launched an International Movement Fans of The Anxious Generation will adore Last
Child in the Woods, Richard Louv's groundbreaking New York Times bestseller. “An absolute
must-read for parents.” —The Boston Globe “It rivals Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring.” —The
Cincinnati Enquirer “I like to play indoors better ’cause that’s where all the electrical outlets are,”
reports a fourth grader. But it’s not only computers, television, and video games that are keeping
kids inside. It’s also their parents’ fears of traffic, strangers, Lyme disease, and West Nile virus; their
schools’ emphasis on more and more homework; their structured schedules; and their lack of access
to natural areas. Local governments, neighborhood associations, and even organizations devoted to
the outdoors are placing legal and regulatory constraints on many wild spaces, sometimes making
natural play a crime. As children’s connections to nature diminish and the social, psychological, and
spiritual implications become apparent, new research shows that nature can offer powerful therapy
for such maladies as depression, obesity, and attention deficit disorder. Environment-based
education dramatically improves standardized test scores and grade-point averages and develops
skills in problem solving, critical thinking, and decision making. Anecdotal evidence strongly
suggests that childhood experiences in nature stimulate creativity. In Last Child in the Woods, Louv
talks with parents, children, teachers, scientists, religious leaders, child-development researchers,
and environmentalists who recognize the threat and offer solutions. Louv shows us an alternative
future, one in which parents help their kids experience the natural world more deeply—and find the
joy of family connectedness in the process. Included in this edition: A Field Guide with 100 Practical
Actions We Can Take Discussion Points for Book Groups, Classrooms, and Communities Additional
Notes by the Author New and Updated Research from the U.S. and Abroad
  last child in the woods richard louv: Greening the Children of God Chad Michael Rimmer,
2019-10-02 Greening the Children of God uncovers the theological roots of the growing ethical
imperative to reconnect children to their natural environment. Theologians emphasize the
sacramental nature of embedding our lives in creation. Environmental educators emphasize

https://espanol.centerforautism.com/archive-th-108/Book?dataid=mEp79-9765&title=last-child-in-the-woods-richard-louv.pdf
https://espanol.centerforautism.com/archive-th-112/pdf?ID=hbS29-3535&title=best-thailand-travel-guide.pdf
https://espanol.centerforautism.com/archive-th-112/pdf?ID=hbS29-3535&title=best-thailand-travel-guide.pdf


knowledge of local biology. Psychologists emphasize the morally pro-formative experience of care
between biodiverse creatures. Together they affirm that knowing their place in the natural
environment helps a child develop an intersubjective “ecological” identity that nurtures virtues of
mutuality and care. During the Scientific Revolution this ethical harmony was threatened as science
and moral theology began to adopt different epistemological methods. Seventeenth-century Anglican
priest and poet Thomas Traherne was prescient of the consequences of this divorce and insisted that
education should promote a child’s attention to the moral dimensions woven into “the tapestry of
creation.” Traherne professed that play, wonder, and a sensory relationship to diverse creatures play
a pedagogical role in a child’s moral formation. Greening the Children of God establishes the
contemporary significance of Traherne’s moral theory in conversation with child psychologists,
educators, philosophers, and theologians who know that cultivating a place-based relationship to the
local ecology helps children perceive creation’s deep mutuality and develop a moral identity in the
image of a caring Creator.
  last child in the woods richard louv: Gossip from the Forest Sara Maitland, 2012-11-01
Fairytales are one of our earliest and most vital cultural forms, and forests one of our most ancient
landscapes. Both evoke a similar sensation in us - we find them beautiful and magical, but also
spooky, sometimes horrifying. In this fascinating book, Maitland argues that the two forms are
intimately connected: the mysterious secrets and silences, gifts and perils of the forests were both
the background and the source of the fairytales made famous by the Grimms and Hans Christian
Andersen. Yet both forests and fairy stories are at risk and their loss deprives us of our cultural
lifeblood. Maitland visits forests through the seasons, from the exquisite green of a beechwood in
spring, to the muffled stillness of a snowy pine wood in winter. She camps with her son Adam, whose
beautiful photographs are included in the book; she takes a barefoot walk through Epping Forest
with Robert Macfarlane; she walks with a mushroom expert through an oak wood, and with a miner
through the Forest of Dean. Maitland ends each chapter with a unique, imaginitive re-telling of a
fairytale. Written with Maitland's wonderful clarity and conversational grace, Gossip from the Forest
is a magical and unique blend of nature writing, history and imaginative fiction.
  last child in the woods richard louv: The Forest and the City Cecil C. Konijnendijk,
2018-03-12 Amsterdamse Bos, Bois de Boulognes, Epping Forest, Hong Kong’s country parks,
Stanley Park: throughout history cities across the world have developed close relationships with
nearby woodland areas. In some cases, cities have even developed – and in some cases are
promoting – a distinct ‘forest identity’. This book introduces the rich heritage of these city forests as
cultural landscapes, and shows that cities and forests can be mutually beneficial. Essential reading
for students and researchers interested in urban sustainability and urban forestry, this book also has
much wider appeal. For with city forests playing an increasingly important role in local government
sustainability programs, it provides an important reference for those involved in urban planning and
decision making, public affairs and administration, and even public health. From providers of
livelihoods to healthy recreational environments, and from places of inspiration and learning to a
source of conflict, the book presents examples of city forests from around the world. These cases
clearly illustrate how the social and cultural development of towns and forests has often gone hand
in hand. They also reveal how better understanding of city forests as distinct cultural and social
phenomena can help to strengthen synergies both between cities and forests, and between urban
society and nature.
  last child in the woods richard louv: The Healing Home and Garden Paula Robinson,
2024-05-09 For ultimate wellbeing and connection to nature, transform your home and garden using
your intuition in this first book of its kind.
  last child in the woods richard louv: In der Wüste Bäume pflanzen Manfred Müller, Elke
Atzler, 2024-12-20 Klima- und Biodiversitätskrise, das rasante Tempo technologischer
Entwicklungen, kriegerische Auseinandersetzungen, nukleare Bedrohung, geopolitische
Verschiebungen, gesellschaftliche Umwälzungen prägen unsere Gegenwart. Wie ist eine
wünschenswerte Zukunft überhaupt noch denkbar? Wie ist es bestellt um die Interdependenzen, die



komplizierten Ungleichgewichte und Ambivalenzen zwischen Mensch / Natur / Künstlicher
Intelligenz? Wie steht es um die Würde des Menschen, der Natur? Zu diesen und ähnlichen Fragen
treten 14 österreichische Autor*innen mit Partner*innen aus dem Ausland in einen Dialog. Beim
Ergebnis handelt es sich einmal um literarische Prosa, ein anderes Mal um Essays; manchmal
beziehen sich die Texte aufeinander, manchmal stehen sie unabhängig nebeneinander. Dystopische
und utopische Ansätze werden verwoben, vieles erinnert an Science-Fiction, die geschriebene
Zukunft kann zum Denken anregen, zum Lachen bringen, aber auch erschrecken. Allen Texten
gemein ist aber, dass sie brennende Themen literarisch-künstlerisch verhandeln. Olja Alvir
kommuniziert mit Léonce W. Lupette (D/FR), Anna Baar mit Aleš Steger (SI), Mascha Dabić tauscht
sich mit Katja Grcić (HR) aus, Walter Fanta mit Andy Jelčić (HR). Olga Flor bildet ein Team mit
Radka Denemarková (CZ), Friederike Gösweiner mit Luiza Bouharaoua (HR). Andrea Grill arbeitet
mit Albana Shala (AL), Anna Kim mit Arild Vange (NO), Elisabeth Klar mit S. Mahmoud Hosseini Zad
(IR). Christina Maria Landerl tritt in Dialog mit I.V. Nuss (D), Tanja Maljartschuk mit Laryssa
Denyssenko (UA). Carolina Schutti denkt gemeinsam mit Virgília Ferrão (MZ), Michael Stavarič mit
Radmila Petrović (RS). Den Schluss bilden Andreas Unterweger und Volha Hapeyeva (BY).
  last child in the woods richard louv: From the Forest Sara Maitland, 2013-10-29 An
insightful, beautifully written study of how nature has influenced popular fairy tales like Rapunzel
and Little Red Riding Hood—pairing 12 modern retellings with detailed histories of Northern
European forests. Fairy tales are one of our earliest cultural forms, and forests one of our most
ancient landscapes. Both evoke similar sensations: At times, they are beautiful and magical, at
others—spooky and sometimes horrifying. Maitland argues that the terrain of these fairy tales are
intimately connected to the mysterious secrets and silences, gifts, and perils. With each chapter
focusing on a different story and a different forest visit, Maitland offers a complex history of forests
and how they shape the themes of fairy tales we know best. She offers a unique analysis of famous
stories including Rapunzel, Hansel and Gretal, Snow White, Little Red Riding Hood, Rumplestiltskin,
and Sleeping Beauty. Maitland uses fairy tales to explore how nature itself informs our imagination,
and she guides the reader on a series of walks through northern Europe’s best forests to explore
both the ecological history of forests and the roots of fairy tales. In addition to the twelve modern
retellings of these traditional fairy tales, she includes beautiful landscape photographs taken by her
son as he joined her on these long walks. Beautifully written and impeccably researched, Maitland
has infused new life into tales we’ve always thought we've known.
  last child in the woods richard louv: The Animal Connection: A New Perspective on What
Makes Us Human Pat Shipman, 2011-06-13 A bold, illuminating new take on the love of animals that
drove human evolution. Why do humans all over the world take in and nurture other animals? This
behavior might seem maladaptive—after all, every mouthful given to another species is one that you
cannot eat—but in this heartening new study, acclaimed anthropologist Pat Shipman reveals that our
propensity to domesticate and care for other animals is in fact among our species' greatest
strengths. For the last 2.6 million years, Shipman explains, humans who coexisted with animals
enjoyed definite adaptive and cultural advantages. To illustrate this point, Shipman gives us a tour of
the milestones in human civilization-from agriculture to art and even language—and describes how
we reached each stage through our unique relationship with other animals. The Animal Connection
reaffirms our love of animals as something both innate and distinctly human, revealing that the
process of domestication not only changed animals but had a resounding impact on us as well.
  last child in the woods richard louv: The Mediated World David T. Z. Mindich, 2023-12-11
A full-color interdisciplinary exploration of how media and mass communication shape society and
how students can take control of their media futures. Today’s students have a world of knowledge at
their fingertips and no longer need books to list names and dates. What they need is the story of how
everything fits together and the critical tools to take charge of their place within that story. David T.
Z. Mindich’s The Mediated World charts the story of media as it has shaped human life and as it
infuses every aspect of our modern existence. Mindich’s engaging narrative style focuses on
concepts and real-world contexts to promote the media literacy students need to understand their



personal relationships with media. Empowered as media consumers, creators, and curators, students
realize their responsibility to work within the vast world of media to create more positive and
productive futures. The second edition of this text brings historical media and overarching themes to
life for students. Each chapter opens with a contemporary vignette that meets students in the
current moment before encouraging them to consider the past. “Application” sidebars suggest
practical activities that allow students to delve deeper into topics while “Reflection” boxes
encourage students to think critically about their own media use. With a strong emphasis on media
literacy that treats students as media stakeholders who have a vested interest in understanding its
workings and effects, Mindich’s text is the perfect book for a generation of students looking to take
charge of their futures in this mediated world. New to the Second Edition: New chapter-opening
vignettes connect with students in the current moment before welcoming them to consider the
past.New Chapter 8, “Representation and the Lives that Matter in the Media,” encourages students
to think critically about which people get to be heard and which are overlooked.New Chapter 13,
“Hot and Cold Video Games,” critically explores a powerful media force in students’ recreational
lives. Expanded discussions on current cultural, political, and technological references, engaging
with controversies. Features Full color layout with photos and graphics to enrich students’ reading
experience.Integrated focus on representation in media reminds students of the pervasive impact of
bias across society. Margin keyword definitions help students develop critical vocabularies. Three
different feature boxes (Reflection, Application, and Now and Then) reinforce concepts and engage
students’ critical thinking skills.Chapter learning objectives, chapter summaries, and discussion
questions reinforce historical frameworks and key concepts. Access ancillary materials at
https://textbooks.rowman.com/mindich2e. For instructors: a test bank, lecture notes and slides, and
a sample syllabus. For the students: chapter flashcards, a digital glossary, and videos and links.
  last child in the woods richard louv: Coming Home to Earth Mark S. Brocker, 2016-09-13
As a young Norwegian Lutheran teenager in rural Wisconsin, Brocker lay awake one night worrying
whether he believed in Jesus enough to get to heaven. This getting-to-heaven anxiety reflected an
excessive focus on individual salvation and a loss of concern for the well-being of the Earth
community. A faith journey that leaves Earth behind is misguided. Ever since those early teen years
Brocker has been on a journey to come home to Earth. Coming Home to Earth makes the case that
there is no salvation apart from Earth and that Earth care is at the core of our identity and mission
as followers of Jesus. The ecological consequences of a loss of concern for the well-being of Earth
have been devastating. Brocker is especially concerned to determine what will motivate followers of
Jesus to make radical changes in our way of life so that we can participate in the healing of wounded
Earth and all of its inhabitants, both human and nonhuman. We are far more likely to make needed
sacrifices for our fellow creatures if we share God's delight in and affection for them, and cherish
Earth as our home.
  last child in the woods richard louv: Courting Chaos Kevin Durrant, 2021-09-01 How are
we meant to understand the worsening ecological crisis, and how do we discover God’s presence
within it? These are questions Courting Chaos explores with the help of Scripture, art, and poetry.
Focusing particularly on the writings of Jeremiah, this book sees parallels between the looming
threat of Babylonian invasion which hung over the people of Judah and our own global predicament.
Because it offered a hope that would survive the chaos of defeat and exile, the book of Jeremiah is
presented as a spiritual resource for us today, as we face living with an increasingly unstable
climate. Courting Chaos weaves together the teaching of Jeremiah with the linked ministries of
Jonah and Jesus, each of whom came through the chaotic waters of death to deliver a message of
hope. Combining this with arresting works of art and poetry, and his own struggles since
participating in a pilgrimage to the 2015 Paris Climate Conference, the author thoughtfully applies
biblical theology to our current ecological situation.
  last child in the woods richard louv: Introduction to Early Childhood Education Eva L.
Essa, Melissa M. Burnham, 2019-01-09 Introduction to Early Childhood Education provides current
and future educators with a highly readable, comprehensive overview of the field. The underlying



philosophy of the book is that early childhood educators’ most important task is to provide a
program that is sensitive to and supports the development of young children. Author Eva L. Essa and
new co-author Melissa Burnham provide valuable insight by strategically dividing the book into six
sections that answer the “What, Who, Why, Where, and How” of early childhood education. Utilizing
both NAEYC (National Association for the Education of Young Children) and DAP (Developmentally
Appropriate Practice) standards, this supportive text provides readers with the skills, theories, and
best practices needed to succeed and thrive as early childhood educators.
  last child in the woods richard louv: Free-Range Kids, How to Raise Safe, Self-Reliant
Children (Without Going Nuts with Worry) Lenore Skenazy, 2010-04-19 FREE RANGE KIDS has
become a national movement, sparked by the incredible response to Lenore Skenazy?s piece about
allowing her 9-year-old ride the subway alone in NYC. Parent groups argued about it, bloggers,
blogged, spouses became uncivil with each other, and the media jumped all over it. A lot of parents
today, Skenazy says, see no difference between letting their kids walk to school and letting them
walk through a firing range. Any risk is seen as too much risk. But if you try to prevent every
possible danger or difficult in your child?s everyday life, that child never gets a chance to grow up.
We parents have to realize that the greatest risk of all just might be trying to raise a child who never
encounters choice or independence.
  last child in the woods richard louv: The Palgrave International Handbook of Women
and Outdoor Learning Tonia Gray, Denise Mitten, 2018-05-12 This Handbook serves as a starting
point for critical analysis and discourse about the status of women in outdoor learning environments
(OLEs). Women choose to participate actively in outdoors careers, many believing the profession is a
level playing field and that it offers alternatives to traditional sporting activities. They enter outdoor
learning primarily on the strength of their enthusiasm for leading and teaching in natural
environments and assume the field is inclusive, rewarding excellence regardless of age, gender,
socioeconomic status, disability, or ethnicity. However, both research and collective experiences in
OLEs suggest that many women feel invisible, relegated, marginalized, and undervalued. In
response to this marginalization, this Handbook celebrates the richness of knowledge and practices
of women practitioners in OLEs. Women scholars and practitioners from numerous fields, such as
experiential outdoor education, adventure education, adventure therapy, and gender studies,
explore the implications of their research and practice using poignant examples within their own
disciplines. These insights emerge from similar life experiences as women and outdoor leaders in the
1970s to the present. Social inequalities still abound in OLEs, and the Handbook ensures that the
contributions of women are highlighted as well as the work that needs to be done to make these
spaces inclusive. Global in perspective and capacious in content, this one-stop volume is an
indispensable reference resource for a diverse range of academics, including students and
researchers in the fields of education, psychology, sociology, gender studies, geography, and
environment studies, as well as the many outdoors fields.
  last child in the woods richard louv: Poetic Environmental Activism and Education
Amanda Fulford, Victoria Jamieson, 2025-03-25 This book brings together the works of the
nineteenth and twentieth century writers Henry David Thoreau and Anna Shepherd. Finding in their
work a common approach of poetic forms of writing that enact kinds of environmental activism, the
book re-positions them in the context of current environmental crises by offering an original
resource for supporting poetic environmental activism in educational contexts. Bringing together
scholarship from North America and Europe, the book draws on Thoreau and Shepherd’s literary
and philosophical sources to support a conceptual understanding of education’s role in how we think
about, understand, and tackle the climate crisis. Chapters trace the idea of poetic environmental
activism in Thoreau and Shepherd, applying literary and environmental thought to educational
practice and contexts. The book is timely in taking a scholarly approach that explores educational
engagements with climate change and focuses on education for environmental sustainability.
Advocating for engagement with the climate emergency through the lens of poetic environmental
activism, this volume will appeal to postgraduate students, researchers, and scholars involved with



sustainability education, philosophy of education, poetic inquiry, and literary theory for
environmental action.
  last child in the woods richard louv: No Child Left Alone Abby W. Schachter, 2016-08-16
Uncle Sam is the worst helicopter parent in America. Children are taken from their parents because
they are obese. Parents are arrested for letting their children play outside alone. Sledding and
swaddling are banned. From games to school to breast-feeding to daycare, the overbearing
bureaucratic state keeps getting between kids and their parents. The state’s safety, hygiene, and
health regulations rule, and the government’s judgment may not coincide with yours. Which foods
and drinks to send to school, what toys to buy, whether to breast- or bottle-feed babies are all
choices that used to be left to you and me. Not anymore. As a mom to four kids, I should be used to
it, but I’m not. All the government-mandated parenting gets under my skin. And I’m not alone. No
Child Left Alone explores the growing problem of an intrusive, interfering government and
highlights those parents—all the Captain Mommies and Captain Daddies across America—fighting to
take back control over their families.
  last child in the woods richard louv: Dawn Again Doniga Markegard, 2017-10-22 The wolf
was so close now... Approaching the place where the edge of the forest met the open meadow, I
paused before stepping out from the shadows of the trees. The sun was directly overhead. In that
moment I stood frozen in my tracks next to the fresh footprint of the wolf that had led me here. I was
sharing this trail with the wolf and I did not want the moment to end. I wanted that wolf to be with
me forever. (from Chapter Seven, Pack) Dawn Again: Tracking the Wisdom of the Wild is a memoir
of exploration and survival that will inspire you to better tend to the planet, even if it’s simply
tending the soil in your own backyard! Doniga has given us a manual on how to get in touch with our
best selves, through getting in touch with the earth. —Joan Baez Dawn Again takes readers along a
young woman’s journey from unsettled teen to immersive nature school student to wildlife tracker to
a cattle woman on a mission to save the food system through regenerative agricultural practices that
restore the soil and other non-human elements of the planet. From one of the few female voices in
both wilderness immersion and ranching, Dawn Again is a nature memoir that shares Doniga’s
experience hitchhiking across the pacific northwest, waiting patiently to connect with a deer on its
terms, and tracking in Alaska where she finally came face to face with white wolves and the rigor of
wilderness survival. When Doniga tracks mountain lions with Erik, a rancher, she finds herself
falling in love with more than just nature. She settles down on a cattle ranch on the California coast
to start a family, and has to learn how to apply the deep lessons of the wild to her everyday life.
Advocating for nature knowledge and ecological wisdom, Dawn Again dives into Doniga's real-life
experiences as a woman, environmentalist, wilderness expert, woman rancher, mother, and
producer in the food system.
  last child in the woods richard louv: Wolf Girl Doniga Markegard, 2020-03-20 Through the
Pacific Northwest forests and along the rugged coastal shores of California, a young
environmentalist’s coming-of-age story about learning, discovery, and survival Wolf Girl takes
readers on Doniga’s journey: from the wilderness immersion school where she was taught by
Indigenous elders and wildlife trackers, to hitchhiking across the Pacific Northwest, to Alaska,
where she fell in love with tracking wolves. These experiences shaped and inspired Doniga to
become the leader in the regenerative agricultural movement that she is today. Today’s youth are at
the forefront of climate change activism, and will see themselves in Doniga’s story, in the message
that you can find yourself by finding—and fighting for—your place within the world at large. Youth
aren’t just the activists of tomorrow—they’re the activists of today. Wolf Girl is an inspiring memoir
of a young girl’s quest to save the planet. —-Michelle Roehm McCann, author of Enough is Enough:
How Students Can Join the Fight for Gun Safety and the Girls Who Rocked the World series Wolf Girl
makes a great gift for any young person wanting to make a difference. Publisher’s note: This is a
young adult adaptation of Doniga Markegard’s Dawn Again.
  last child in the woods richard louv: The Learning Curve Todd R. Nelson, 2006-11-20
Columns by Todd R. Nelson published in The Christian Science Monitor, Independent School, Maine



Public Radio, The Ellsworth American, The Castine Patriot, Teachers.net, The Bangor Daily News,
Education Week, Edutopia, and The Philadelphia Inquirer.
  last child in the woods richard louv: Beating Captain Najork Todd R. Nelson, 2006-11-12
Weekly columns by an elementary school principal during his six years in a small town in Maine.
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