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Just So Stories by Rudyard Kipling: Timeless Tales of Imagination and Wonder

just so stories by rudyard kipling have captivated readers of all ages for well over a
century. These whimsical tales, originally penned with children in mind, weave together
myth, folklore, and Kipling’s unique narrative style to explain the origins of various
animals and natural phenomena. Through charming prose and playful storytelling, Kipling
invites readers into a world where creativity reigns and curiosity is rewarded. Whether
you’re revisiting these classics or discovering them for the first time, there is something
profoundly enchanting about the way these stories blend imagination with the timeless
appeal of fables.

The Origins and Background of Just So Stories

Rudyard Kipling, perhaps best known for works like *The Jungle Book*, published *Just So
Stories* in 1902. The collection consists of a series of imaginative origin stories explaining
why animals look and behave the way they do. The title itself, *Just So*, hints at the
precision with which Kipling’s narrator insists these tales must be told—“just so,” meaning
exactly as they are told, no alterations allowed.

The stories emerged from Kipling’s desire to entertain his own children, and they were
originally delivered orally before being committed to print. This origin in oral tradition is
part of what gives the stories their engaging rhythm and charm. Kipling’s use of
repetition, rhyme, and playful language makes them not only enjoyable to read but also
easy to remember and share.

Why Kipling’s Stories Remain Relevant Today

Over a century later, *Just So Stories* continue to hold a special place in children’s
literature. Their relevance lies in their universal themes of curiosity, transformation, and
the natural world. Modern readers appreciate the blend of educational content and
creativity, as the stories encourage children to think about the world around them, ask
questions, and imagine possibilities.

Additionally, Kipling’s storytelling approach has influenced countless authors and
educators who use myth and fable as tools for learning and development. The stories also
serve as a reminder of the power of narrative to explain complex concepts in simple,
memorable ways.

Exploring the Most Beloved Tales in Just So



Stories

Each story in the collection offers a delightful explanation for various animal traits,
blending fantasy with a hint of nature’s truth. Here are some of the most popular tales
that continue to fascinate readers:

How the Leopard Got His Spots

One of the most famous stories, this tale tells of a time when the leopard was just a big cat
without spots. Kipling describes how the leopard’s spots came to be as a form of
camouflage, helping him blend into the dappled light of the jungle. The story is a clever
mix of imagination and natural observation, illustrating the concept of adaptation in a way
that is accessible to children.

How the Camel Got His Hump

This story humorously explains the origin of the camel’s hump as a consequence of
laziness. According to Kipling, the camel refused to work initially, so the other animals
gave him a hump as a sort of punishment—storing all his energy in one place to be used
later. This tale combines humor with a playful moral lesson, making it a favorite among
young readers.

How the Whale Got His Throat

Kipling’s story about the whale’s throat is another imaginative explanation, depicting a
giant fish that tries to swallow a cunning little man. The tale explains why whales have
such large mouths but relatively small throats. It’s a wonderful example of how Kipling’s
stories blend fantasy with observations about animal anatomy.

Literary Style and Storytelling Techniques

Kipling’s *Just So Stories* are notable not only for their content but also for their
distinctive literary style. His narrative voice is conversational and engaging, as if he is
speaking directly to the reader—often inserting playful asides and direct addresses that
create a warm, intimate storytelling atmosphere.

The Role of Language and Rhythm

Kipling masterfully uses rhythm, repetition, and alliteration throughout the stories. This
technique makes the text more musical and fun to read aloud, which is why these stories



are popular in educational settings and family reading time. The repetition of key phrases
helps reinforce the narrative and aids memory retention for young listeners.

Illustrations and Visual Appeal

The original *Just So Stories* featured illustrations by Kipling’s wife, Carrie Kipling, which
added a visual charm that complemented the text. Over the years, many editions have
been re-illustrated by various artists, keeping the stories fresh and visually engaging for
new generations. Illustrations are especially important in children’s literature, as they
enhance comprehension and spark imagination.

The Educational Value of Just So Stories by
Rudyard Kipling

While *Just So Stories* are primarily entertaining, they also carry educational benefits.
They introduce children to storytelling traditions and the concept of myth-making, which
is an important aspect of cultural literacy. Moreover, these stories spark curiosity about
animals, nature, and the environment.

Encouraging Creativity and Critical Thinking

Kipling’s imaginative explanations encourage children to think creatively about the world
and ask “why” questions. This fosters critical thinking skills and inspires young readers to
come up with their own stories or hypotheses about natural phenomena.

Using Just So Stories in the Classroom

Teachers often use these stories as a springboard for lessons in literature, science, and
art. Here are some practical ways to incorporate *Just So Stories* into educational
activities:

Creative Writing: Students can write their own “just so” stories, inventing reasons
for animal traits or natural events.

Science Exploration: Discuss the real biological facts behind the fictional
explanations, comparing myth with science.

Art Projects: Children can illustrate their favorite stories or create new characters
inspired by Kipling’s imaginative world.

Storytelling Practice: Reading the stories aloud helps improve fluency and



expressive skills.

The Cultural Impact and Legacy of Just So Stories

*Just So Stories* have made a lasting impact not only on children’s literature but also on
popular culture. Their influence can be seen in various adaptations, including stage plays,
animated films, and even references in other literary works. The stories’ blend of myth and
natural history has inspired generations of readers and creators alike.

Adaptations and Modern Interpretations

Various adaptations have brought Kipling’s tales to new audiences. Animated versions
capture the whimsical spirit of the originals, while theatrical performances often
emphasize the playful and moral aspects of the stories. Modern authors sometimes draw
upon the “just so” storytelling style to craft their own imaginative fables.

Critiques and Contemporary Perspectives

While *Just So Stories* are beloved, some modern readers and scholars analyze them
through a critical lens, especially considering Kipling’s historical context and colonial
background. It is important to approach the stories with an awareness of their time while
appreciating their literary artistry and imaginative power.

---

Whether enjoyed as bedtime stories, classroom readings, or personal explorations, *just so
stories by rudyard kipling* remain a treasure trove of creativity and wonder. Their
enduring charm lies in the perfect blend of playful narrative, rhythmic language, and
timeless themes that continue to inspire readers around the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the 'Just So Stories' by Rudyard Kipling about?
'Just So Stories' by Rudyard Kipling are a collection of imaginative and whimsical tales
that explain how various animals came to have their distinctive features, blending folklore,
mythology, and Kipling's creativity.



When were the 'Just So Stories' first published?
The 'Just So Stories' were first published in 1902.

Who is the intended audience for the 'Just So Stories'?
The 'Just So Stories' are primarily written for children, but their charm and imaginative
storytelling appeal to readers of all ages.

Can you name some popular stories from 'Just So
Stories'?
Some popular stories from 'Just So Stories' include 'How the Leopard Got His Spots,' 'How
the Camel Got His Hump,' 'The Elephant's Child,' and 'How the Rhinoceros Got His Skin.'

What literary style does Kipling use in 'Just So Stories'?
Kipling uses a playful, rhythmic, and repetitive narrative style in 'Just So Stories,' often
employing a conversational tone that appeals to children.

Are the 'Just So Stories' based on real scientific
explanations?
No, the 'Just So Stories' are fictional and imaginative tales created to entertain and
explain animal traits in a whimsical way rather than providing scientific explanations.

How have 'Just So Stories' influenced children's
literature?
'Just So Stories' have influenced children's literature by popularizing imaginative origin
stories and inspiring authors to blend fantasy with educational themes in storytelling.

Have the 'Just So Stories' been adapted into other
media?
Yes, 'Just So Stories' have been adapted into various media, including animated films,
radio plays, and stage productions, highlighting their enduring popularity.

Additional Resources
Just So Stories by Rudyard Kipling: An Analytical Review of Timeless Fables

just so stories by rudyard kipling have captivated readers for over a century, blending
imaginative storytelling with moral lessons embedded in folklore. Published in 1902, this
collection of origin tales has become an iconic part of children’s literature, notable for its
whimsical explanations of natural phenomena and animal characteristics. These stories,



crafted with Kipling’s distinctive narrative voice, continue to resonate due to their
inventive use of language, cultural significance, and enduring appeal across generations.

Understanding the Context and Origins of Just So
Stories

Rudyard Kipling, renowned for works such as *The Jungle Book*, ventured into the realm
of myth-making with *Just So Stories*. The collection comprises a series of fictional tales
explaining “how” various animals acquired their unique traits—for instance, how the
leopard got its spots or how the camel got its hump. The stories were originally written for
his own daughter, showcasing a personal and playful origin that has contributed to their
charm.

The term “just so” implies a certain precision and correctness in the storytelling,
suggesting that the tales are the definitive explanations for the natural world’s quirks.
Despite their fanciful nature, these stories reflect Kipling’s deep engagement with
language and narrative form, and they function as a form of literary folklore, blending
myth, fable, and etymology.

Literary Features and Stylistic Elements

Kipling’s *Just So Stories* are characterized by their rhythmic prose, repetitive phrasing,
and direct address to the reader, which establish an intimate storytelling atmosphere. This
narrative style is instrumental in engaging young audiences while also appealing to adult
readers who appreciate the linguistic craftsmanship.

Language and Narrative Voice

The stories employ a playful, almost incantatory tone, often using repetitive sentence
structures such as “And that is how…” to create a sense of ritual and certainty. Kipling’s
use of onomatopoeia, alliteration, and rhyme enhances the musicality of the text, making it
memorable and enjoyable to read aloud. This stylistic choice not only aids in literacy
development among children but also embeds the tales deeply into oral storytelling
traditions.

Anthropomorphism and Moral Lessons

The animals featured in *Just So Stories* are anthropomorphized, endowed with human
traits such as speech, cunning, and emotions. This technique allows Kipling to explore
human behaviors metaphorically and impart ethical lessons subtly. For example, the story
of "How the Elephant Got His Trunk" emphasizes curiosity and consequence, while "The
Cat That Walked by Himself" explores independence and domestication.



Cultural Impact and Reception Over Time

Since their publication, *Just So Stories* have enjoyed widespread acclaim and influence.
The collection has been translated into numerous languages, attesting to its universal
appeal. It has also inspired adaptations in various media, including radio plays,
animations, and theater productions, thus extending its reach beyond the printed page.

Comparisons with Other Origin Myths and Fables

Unlike traditional folklore that often has ambiguous origins, Kipling’s stories are
deliberately constructed as “just so” explanations, blending fanciful creativity with a
pseudo-scientific rationale. This sets them apart from other collections such as Aesop’s
Fables or indigenous origin myths, which tend to focus more directly on moral instruction
or spiritual explanation.

However, Kipling’s work shares the universal human impulse to explain the unknown
through storytelling, and its playful tone differentiates it from more solemn, didactic
narratives. The juxtaposition of imaginative fantasy with a veneer of logical explanation
creates a unique genre that has influenced subsequent children’s literature.

Critical Perspectives and Contemporary
Relevance

Modern criticism of *Just So Stories* often examines the colonial context in which Kipling
wrote. As a British author writing during the height of the British Empire, Kipling’s works
have been scrutinized for implicit cultural assumptions and representations of “the Other.”
While *Just So Stories* are less overtly political than some of his other writings, the
portrayal of “exotic” animals and settings can reflect orientalist perspectives prevalent at
the time.

Despite this, contemporary readers and educators recognize the stories’ literary merit and
pedagogical value. They serve as accessible introductions to narrative structure,
imaginative thinking, and cultural history. Many editions now include annotations or
contextual essays to address and critically engage with the colonial backdrop of Kipling’s
oeuvre.

Educational Use and Adaptations

Educators utilize *Just So Stories* to foster creative writing skills and cultural literacy.
The tales provide a foundation for exploring storytelling techniques such as framing
devices, repetition, and character development. Additionally, their rich imagery and
playful tone make them ideal for dramatic readings and classroom performances.



In popular culture, these stories have been adapted into various formats, including:

Animated films and television episodes

Stage plays and puppet shows

Illustrated children’s books with contemporary artwork

Audio dramatizations and podcasts

These adaptations help preserve the narratives’ relevance and introduce them to new
audiences, often updating or contextualizing them to address modern sensibilities.

Strengths and Limitations of Just So Stories

From a literary standpoint, the strengths of *Just So Stories* lie in their inventive
language, imaginative premises, and ability to engage a wide age range. The stories
encourage curiosity about the natural world and inspire readers to think creatively about
cause and effect.

However, certain limitations are noteworthy. The dated cultural attitudes and colonial
undertones may be challenging for modern readers without proper contextualization.
Additionally, the “just so” explanations, while charming, are clearly fictional and may
require guidance to help children differentiate between myth and scientific fact.

Pros: Timeless storytelling, rich language, foundational children’s literature,
encourages imagination.

Cons: Colonial-era perspectives, potential cultural insensitivity, requires contextual
teaching.

These considerations are crucial for educators, parents, and literary scholars when
incorporating Kipling’s work into contemporary curricula and discussions.

Enduring Legacy and Influence

The enduring legacy of *Just So Stories by Rudyard Kipling* is evident in their continued
publication, adaptation, and scholarly interest. The collection represents a seminal
moment in early 20th-century children’s literature, bridging traditional oral storytelling
with modern literary techniques.



By offering fanciful explanations for the natural world, Kipling tapped into a universal
human desire to understand and narrativize existence. This has inspired countless authors
and storytellers who seek to blend myth, science, and imagination.

While the stories themselves are firmly rooted in their time, their ability to entertain and
provoke thought ensures their place in literary history. As readers revisit Kipling’s
imaginative tales, they engage with a complex interplay of creativity, culture, and
storytelling craft that remains as compelling today as it was over a century ago.
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  just so stories by rudyard kipling: Just So Stories Rudyard Kipling, 1993 Twelve tales
concerning the peculiarities of several jungle animals.
  just so stories by rudyard kipling: A Collection of Rudyard Kipling's Just So Stories
Rudyard Kipling, 2007 How did the rhinoceros get his wrinkly skin? Why won't cats come when
they're called? How did one curious elephant change the lives of all elephants? These eight
best-loved stories give answers to these and other intriguing questions.
  just so stories by rudyard kipling: Just So Stories BY Rudyard Kipling Rudyard Kipling,
2021-06 Written by classic English author Rudyard Kipling, Just So Stories is considered not only a
quintessential children's book, but one of Kipling's best works. Just So Stories is a collection of
origin stories, fictional tales that explain why animals have certain characteristics and other themes
akin to that. Kipling's book features stories such as How the Whale Got His Throat, or why large
whales eat small prey, and How the Alphabet Was Made, which details a young girl and her father
inventing an alphabet. Beautifully written and packed-full of illustrations, Just So Stories is the
perfect combination of education and fun to get kids to love reading. This edition from the original
edition, which was published in 1902 and was illustrated by Rudyard Kipling, himself. Even the
cover of this edition reflects the first edition of Just So Stories. Some very minor updates were
required due to modern printing methods, but in the main, this is the closest the reader can get to
the original edition just as Kipling wrote it, without having an actual first edition book in one's hand.
  just so stories by rudyard kipling: Just So Stories Rudyard Kipling, 2015-07-16 COMPLETE
CLASSICS - Just So Stories for Little Children by Rudyard Kipling - The Just So Stories for Little
Children are a collection written by the British author Rudyard Kipling. Highly fantasised origin
stories, especially for differences among animals, they are among Kipling's best known works. The
stories, first published in 1902, are pourquoi (French for why) or origin stories, fantastic accounts of
how various phenomena came about. A forerunner of these stories is Kipling's How Fear Came,
included in his The Second Jungle Book (1895). In it, Mowgli hears the story of how the tiger got his
stripes. The Just So Stories typically have the theme of a particular animal being modified from an
original form to its current form by the acts of man, or some magical being. For example, the Whale
has a tiny throat because he swallowed a mariner, who tied a raft inside to block the whale from
swallowing other men. The Camel has a hump given to him by a djinn as punishment for the camel's
refusing to work (the hump allows the camel to work longer between times of eating). The Leopard's
spots were painted by an Ethiopian (after the Ethiopian painted himself black). The Kangaroo gets
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its powerful hind legs, long tail, and hopping gait after being chased all day by a dingo, sent by a
minor god responding to the Kangaroo's request to be made different from all other animals.
  just so stories by rudyard kipling: Just So Stories BY Rudyard Kipling Rudyard Kipling,
2021-06-04 Written by classic English author Rudyard Kipling, Just So Stories is considered not only
a quintessential children's book, but one of Kipling's best works. Just So Stories is a collection of
origin stories, fictional tales that explain why animals have certain characteristics and other themes
akin to that. Kipling's book features stories such as How the Whale Got His Throat, or why large
whales eat small prey, and How the Alphabet Was Made, which details a young girl and her father
inventing an alphabet. Beautifully written and packed-full of illustrations, Just So Stories is the
perfect combination of education and fun to get kids to love reading. This edition from the original
edition, which was published in 1902 and was illustrated by Rudyard Kipling, himself. Even the
cover of this edition reflects the first edition of Just So Stories. Some very minor updates were
required due to modern printing methods, but in the main, this is the closest the reader can get to
the original edition just as Kipling wrote it, without having an actual first edition book in one's hand.
  just so stories by rudyard kipling: Just So Stories by Rudyard Kipling :illustrated
Rudyard Rudyard Kipling, 2021-06-15 Written by classic English author Rudyard Kipling, Just So
Stories is considered not only a quintessential children's book, but one of Kipling's best works. Just
So Stories is a collection of origin stories, fictional tales that explain why animals have certain
characteristics and other themes akin to that. Kipling's book features stories such as How the Whale
Got His Throat, or why large whales eat small prey, and How the Alphabet Was Made, which details
a young girl and her father inventing an alphabet. Beautifully written and packed-full of illustrations,
Just So Stories is the perfect combination of education and fun to get kids to love reading. This
edition from the original edition, which was published in 1902 and was illustrated by Rudyard
Kipling, himself. Even the cover of this edition reflects the first edition of Just So Stories. Some very
minor updates were required due to modern printing methods, but in the main, this is the closest the
reader can get to the original edition just as Kipling wrote it, without having an actual first edition
book in one's hand.
  just so stories by rudyard kipling: Just So Stories (Illustrated) Joseph Rudyard Kipling,
2021-02-21 Just So Stories for Little Children is a 1902 collection of origin stories by the British
author Rudyard Kipling. Considered a classic of children's literature, the book is among Kipling's
best known works.Kipling began working on the book by telling the first three chapters as bedtime
stories to his daughter Josephine. These had to be told just so (exactly in the words she was used to)
or she would complain. The stories describe how one animal or another acquired its most distinctive
features, such as how the leopard got his spots. For the book, Kipling illustrated the stories himself.
  just so stories by rudyard kipling: Just So Stories BY Rudyard Kipling Rudyard Kipling
Rudyard Kipling, 2021-05-30 Written by classic English author Rudyard Kipling, Just So Stories is
considered not only a quintessential children's book, but one of Kipling's best works. Just So Stories
is a collection of origin stories, fictional tales that explain why animals have certain characteristics
and other themes akin to that. Kipling's book features stories such as How the Whale Got His Throat,
or why large whales eat small prey, and How the Alphabet Was Made, which details a young girl and
her father inventing an alphabet. Beautifully written and packed-full of illustrations, Just So Stories
is the perfect combination of education and fun to get kids to love reading. This edition from the
original edition, which was published in 1902 and was illustrated by Rudyard Kipling, himself. Even
the cover of this edition reflects the first edition of Just So Stories. Some very minor updates were
required due to modern printing methods, but in the main, this is the closest the reader can get to
the original edition just as Kipling wrote it, without having an actual first edition book in one's hand.
  just so stories by rudyard kipling: The Just So Stories for Little Children (Illustrated)
Rudyard Kipling, 2023-12-06 In The Just So Stories for Little Children, Rudyard Kipling crafts a
whimsical anthology of tales, rich in imaginative narratives that explain the origins of various
animals and natural phenomena. Written in a captivating style that combines playful language with
lyrical prose, these stories enchant young readers and draw them into a world where the absurd



meets the profound. The collection, illustrated beautifully, reflects the Victorian fascination with
folklore and storytelling, blending moral lessons with delightful humor, showcasing Kipling's
mastery in fusing literary charm with engaging plots. Rudyard Kipling, a laureate of English
literature and a chronicler of British India, drew upon his rich cultural experiences and his love for
oral tradition to create these stories. His childhood spent in India exposed him to a myriad of folk
tales, which undoubtedly influenced his narrative style and thematic explorations. Kipling's ability to
capture the essence of childhood wonderment in these stories underscores a deep understanding of
the imaginative capabilities of children, making them timeless in their appeal. This beautifully
illustrated edition is a must-read for both young children and adults alike, as it serves not only as a
source of entertainment but also as a conduit to stir the imagination. The Just So Stories is perfect
for bedtime storytelling, and it is sure to inspire discussions about nature, morals, and creativity,
enriching the reader's experience.
  just so stories by rudyard kipling: Just So Stories Illustrated Rudyard Kipling, 2021-04-14
Just So Stories for Little Children is a 1902 collection of origin stories by the British author Rudyard
Kipling. Considered a classic of children's literature, the book is among Kipling's best known works.
  just so stories by rudyard kipling: Just So Stories by Rudyard Kipling :(Illustrated Classic
Edition) Rudyard Rudyard Kipling, 2021-06-09 Written by classic English author Rudyard Kipling,
Just So Stories is considered not only a quintessential children's book, but one of Kipling's best
works. Just So Stories is a collection of origin stories, fictional tales that explain why animals have
certain characteristics and other themes akin to that. Kipling's book features stories such as How
the Whale Got His Throat, or why large whales eat small prey, and How the Alphabet Was Made,
which details a young girl and her father inventing an alphabet. Beautifully written and packed-full
of illustrations, Just So Stories is the perfect combination of education and fun to get kids to love
reading. This edition from the original edition, which was published in 1902 and was illustrated by
Rudyard Kipling, himself. Even the cover of this edition reflects the first edition of Just So Stories.
Some very minor updates were required due to modern printing methods, but in the main, this is the
closest the reader can get to the original edition just as Kipling wrote it, without having an actual
first edition book in one's hand.
  just so stories by rudyard kipling: Just So Stories Rudyard Kipling, 2020-02-18 Just So
Stories for Little Children is a 1902 collection of origin stories by the British author Rudyard Kipling.
Considered a classic of children's literature, the book is among Kipling's best known works.Kipling
began working on the book by telling the first three chapters as bedtime stories to his daughter
Josephine. These had to be told just so (exactly in the words she was used to) or she would complain.
The stories describe how one animal or another acquired its most distinctive features, such as how
the leopard got his spots. For the book, Kipling illustrated the stories himself.
  just so stories by rudyard kipling: Just So Stories by Rudyard Kipling Rudyard Kipling,
2021-04-18 Twelve stories about animals, insects, and other subjects include How the Camel Got His
Hump. The Butterfly That Stamped, and How the Alphabet Was Made..
  just so stories by rudyard kipling: Just so stories, Rudyard Kipling Rudyard Kipling, 2007
  just so stories by rudyard kipling: Just So Stories BY Rudyard Kipling Rudyard Kipling,
2021-06 Written by classic English author Rudyard Kipling, Just So Stories is considered not only a
quintessential children's book, but one of Kipling's best works. Just So Stories is a collection of
origin stories, fictional tales that explain why animals have certain characteristics and other themes
akin to that. Kipling's book features stories such as How the Whale Got His Throat, or why large
whales eat small prey, and How the Alphabet Was Made, which details a young girl and her father
inventing an alphabet. Beautifully written and packed-full of illustrations, Just So Stories is the
perfect combination of education and fun to get kids to love reading. This edition from the original
edition, which was published in 1902 and was illustrated by Rudyard Kipling, himself. Even the
cover of this edition reflects the first edition of Just So Stories. Some very minor updates were
required due to modern printing methods, but in the main, this is the closest the reader can get to
the original edition just as Kipling wrote it, without having an actual first edition book in one's hand.



  just so stories by rudyard kipling: Just So Stories (1912) by : Rudyard Kipling Rudyard
Kipling, 2017-01-20 Just So Stories for Little Children is a 1902 collection of origin stories by the
British author Rudyard Kipling. Considered a classic of children's literature, the book is among
Kipling's best known works.Kipling began working on the book by telling the first three chapters as
bedtime stories to his daughter Josephine. These had to be told just so (exactly in the words she was
used to) or she would complain. The stories describe how one animal or another acquired its most
distinctive features, such as how the Leopard got his spots. For the book, Kipling illustrated the
stories himself.The stories have appeared in a variety of adaptations including a musical and
animated films. Evolutionary biologists have noted that what Kipling did in fiction, they have done in
reality, providing explanations for the evolutionary development of animal features.The stories, first
published in 1902, are origin stories, fantastic accounts of how various features of animals came to
be. A forerunner of these stories is Kipling's How Fear Came, in The Second Jungle Book (1895). In
it, Mowgli hears the story of how the tiger got his stripes.The Just So Stories each tell how a
particular animal was modified from an original form to its current form by the acts of man, or some
magical being. For example, the Whale has a tiny throat because he swallowed a mariner, who tied a
raft inside to block the whale from swallowing other men. The Camel has a hump given to him by a
djinn as punishment for the camel's refusing to work (the hump allows the camel to work longer
between times of eating). The Leopard's spots were painted by an Ethiopian (after the Ethiopian
painted himself black). The Kangaroo gets its powerful hind legs, long tail, and hopping gait after
being chased all day by a dingo, sent by a minor god responding to the Kangaroo's request to be
made different from all other animals.The Just So Stories began as bedtime stories told to his
daughter Effie [Josephine, Kipling's firstborn]; when the first three were published in a children's
magazine, a year before her death, Kipling explained: in the evening there were stories meant to put
Effie to sleep, and you were not allowed to alter those by one single little word. They had to be told
just so; or Effie would wake up and put back the missing sentence. So at last they came to be like
charms, all three of them,-the whale tale, the camel tale, and the rhinoceros
  just so stories by rudyard kipling: Just So Stories by Rudyard Kipling Rudyard Kipling,
2017-07-20 How to recognize which books should read.The classic means forever then the classic
books mean eternity.Good friends, good books and a cup of tea, this is my idea life. And You?
  just so stories by rudyard kipling: Just So Stories by Rudyard Kipling (Book Analysis)
Bright Summaries, 2019-04-04 Unlock the more straightforward side of Just So Stories with this
concise and insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis of Just So
Stories by Rudyard Kipling, a collection of stories which describe how the animals of the world came
to acquire their distinctive characteristics. The collection includes the stories of how the camel got
its hump, how humans developed the alphabet, how the leopard developed its spots, and much,
much more. Like The Jungle Book, another collection of stories by Kipling, the Just So Stories are
among the most popular works of children’s fiction ever written, and have captivated generations of
young readers. Find out everything you need to know about Just So Stories in a fraction of the time!
This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: • A complete plot summary • Character
studies • Key themes and symbols • Questions for further reflection Why choose
BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our publications are designed to
accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy understanding,
providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of
literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!
  just so stories by rudyard kipling: Just So Stories - For Little Children - Written and
Illustrated by Rudyard Kipling Rudyard Kipling, 2016-11-24 This book contains Rudyard Kipling's
1902 collection of short stories, Just So Stories. These fantastically imaginative origin stories are
amongst the best known of Kipling's works, and offer entertaining explanations as to how various
animals came into being. This wonderful collection would make for ideal bedtime reading, and is
well deserving of a place on every family bookshelf. Tales include: 'How the Whale got His Throat',
'How the Camel Got His Hump', 'How the Rhinoceros Got His Skin', 'How the Leopard Got His



Spots', 'The Elephant's Child', 'The Sing-Song of Old Man Kangaroo', 'The Beginning of the
Armadillos', 'How the First Letter was Written', and more. These tales are also illustrated in black
and white by Rudyard Kipling himself. Joseph Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936) was a seminal English
writer of short stories, novelist, and poet. He is most famous for his poems concerning British
soldiers in India and his wonderful children's stories. Many vintage books such as this are
increasingly scarce and expensive. We are republishing this volume now in an affordable,
high-quality edition for the enjoyment of a modern readership. Pook Press celebrates the great
'Golden Age of Illustration' in children's classics and fairy tales - a period of unparalleled excellence
in book illustration. We publish rare and vintage Golden Age illustrated books, in high-quality colour
editions, so that the masterful artwork and story-telling can continue to delight both young and old.
  just so stories by rudyard kipling: Just So Stories Rudyard Kipling, 2020-06-28 Just So
Stories for Little Children is a 1902 collection of origin stories by the British author Rudyard Kipling.
Considered a classic of children's literature, the book is among Kipling's best known works. Kipling
began working on the book by telling the first three chapters as bedtime stories to his daughter
Josephine. These had to be told just so (exactly in the words she was used to) or she would complain.
The stories describe how one animal or another acquired its most distinctive features, such as how
the leopard got his spots. For the book, Kipling illustrated the stories himself. The stories have
appeared in a variety of adaptations including a musical and animated films. Evolutionary biologists
have noted that what Kipling did in fiction in a Lamarckian way, they have done in reality, providing
Darwinian explanations for the evolutionary development of animal features.
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