
death of a salesman context

Death of a Salesman Context: Exploring the Layers Behind Arthur Miller’s Classic

death of a salesman context is essential to truly appreciate Arthur Miller’s groundbreaking play and its
enduring impact on American theater and culture. Written in 1949, this drama delves deep into the
American Dream, family dynamics, and the harsh realities of post-war society. Understanding the
historical, social, and personal contexts surrounding the play allows readers and audiences to grasp its
multifaceted themes and the powerful critique it offers of mid-20th-century America.

The Historical Context of Death of a Salesman

When Arthur Miller penned Death of a Salesman, America was undergoing significant transformations.
The nation was recovering from the devastation of World War II and entering an era of economic boom,
suburban expansion, and evolving social values. However, beneath this surface of prosperity, many
Americans struggled with disillusionment and the pressures of conforming to societal expectations.

Post-War America and the American Dream

One of the most critical backdrops for understanding the play is the concept of the American Dream in the
late 1940s. The idea that anyone, regardless of background, could achieve success and happiness through
hard work was deeply ingrained in American culture. However, Miller’s work questions this ideal by
portraying Willy Loman’s relentless but futile pursuit of success and recognition.

The economic boom created opportunities, but it also intensified competition and materialism. For many,
like Willy, the dream became more of a burden than a promise. The play reflects the tension between
idealism and reality, showing how societal pressure to succeed can lead to personal tragedy.

The Role of Capitalism and Consumerism

Capitalism and consumer culture are subtly but powerfully critiqued in Death of a Salesman. The post-war
economic system encouraged consumption and equated personal worth with material success. Willy
Loman’s identity is tied to his job as a salesman and his ability to provide for his family, but this identity
crumbles as he faces professional failure and the erosion of his self-worth.

Miller exposes the dehumanizing aspects of capitalist society, where people are often valued solely for their
economic output. This context helps explain why Willy’s inability to "make it" devastates him so



profoundly, highlighting the emotional costs of a system that prioritizes profit over personal fulfillment.

Social and Cultural Contexts Influencing the Play

The social fabric of America during the late 1940s and early 1950s adds another layer to the death of a
salesman context. Issues such as family roles, masculinity, and societal expectations heavily influence the
characters’ motivations and conflicts.

Family Dynamics and Generational Conflict

Willy Loman’s struggles are not isolated but deeply intertwined with his family relationships. The play
explores the dynamics between Willy, his wife Linda, and their two sons, Biff and Happy. The
generational conflict is a crucial theme, reflecting changing attitudes about work, success, and identity.

Biff’s rebellion against his father’s unrealistic dreams and societal norms mirrors the broader cultural shifts
occurring in post-war America. Many young people were beginning to question traditional values and the
pressure to conform to a singular vision of success. This tension adds emotional depth and complexity to the
narrative.

Masculinity and Identity Crisis

Another important social context is the crisis of masculinity portrayed in the play. Willy’s self-esteem is
closely linked to traditional masculine ideals: being the breadwinner, achieving success, and commanding
respect. His failure to live up to these standards causes profound internal conflict.

In a society that prized these traits, men like Willy were vulnerable to feelings of inadequacy when they
couldn’t fulfill these roles. The play captures this struggle poignantly, making it a timeless exploration of
how societal expectations shape personal identity.

Arthur Miller’s Personal and Political Context

Understanding Arthur Miller’s own background and beliefs provides valuable insight into the death of a
salesman context. Miller was deeply engaged with social issues and often used his plays to critique injustice
and hypocrisy.



Miller’s Experience with the American Dream

Miller came from a middle-class Jewish family that faced financial difficulties during the Great Depression.
His personal observations of economic hardship and social inequality informed his writing. Death of a
Salesman reflects Miller’s skepticism about the attainability of the American Dream and his empathy for
those who struggle under its weight.

Political Climate and the Red Scare

The late 1940s were also marked by the Red Scare and McCarthyism, a period of intense anti-communist
suspicion. While Death of a Salesman is not overtly political, its themes of paranoia, fear, and societal
pressure resonate with the atmosphere of the time. Miller’s later works would directly confront these
issues, but here, the subtle undercurrents of anxiety and disillusionment are already present.

Literary and Theatrical Context

Death of a Salesman also gained significance through its innovative approach to storytelling and its place
within American theater history.

Breaking from Traditional Drama

The play employs a non-linear structure, mixing reality with memories and hallucinations to reflect
Willy’s fractured mental state. This technique was relatively novel for American drama at the time and
allowed Miller to explore psychological depth and subjective experience.

This approach helped pave the way for more experimental and character-driven works in the years that
followed. It also made the play resonate emotionally, drawing audiences into Willy’s internal world and
struggles.

Symbolism and Themes

Miller’s use of symbolism—such as the rubber hose, seeds, and the contrast between urban and rural
settings—adds richness to the text and invites multiple interpretations. These symbols are rooted in the
cultural and social context of the era, enhancing the play’s critique of industrialization, failed aspirations, and
the search for meaning.



Why the Context Matters Today

Even decades later, understanding the death of a salesman context remains vital. The themes of economic
insecurity, family pressure, and identity crisis are still relevant in today’s fast-changing world. The play
serves as a mirror reflecting ongoing struggles with societal expectations and personal fulfillment.

For students, theater enthusiasts, or anyone interested in American culture, appreciating the historical and
social background of Death of a Salesman enriches the experience. It transforms the play from a simple
family tragedy into a profound commentary on the human condition and the complexities of the American
experience.

By examining the play through its context, we gain a deeper respect for Miller’s craftsmanship and the
enduring power of his message. It reminds us that behind every personal story lies a web of societal forces
shaping the course of individual lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical context of Arthur Miller's 'Death of a Salesman'?
Arthur Miller wrote 'Death of a Salesman' in 1949, reflecting post-World War II America during a period
of economic growth, consumerism, and the idealization of the American Dream.

How does the context of the American Dream influence the themes in
'Death of a Salesman'?
The play critiques the American Dream by illustrating how Willy Loman's pursuit of success and material
wealth leads to his downfall, highlighting the unrealistic expectations and societal pressures of the time.

In what way does the socio-economic context shape the characters in
'Death of a Salesman'?
The characters are shaped by the competitive capitalist society of mid-20th century America, where success
is measured by wealth and social status, causing Willy to feel inadequate and his family to struggle with
identity and self-worth.

How does the post-war economic boom affect the narrative of 'Death of a
Salesman'?
While the post-war economic boom created opportunities, it also intensified competition and consumerism,



which Willy Loman cannot keep up with, emphasizing the disparity between his dreams and reality.

What role does the context of mental health awareness in the 1940s play
in 'Death of a Salesman'?
During the 1940s, mental health was less understood and stigmatized; Willy's psychological struggles and
eventual suicide reflect the lack of support and societal understanding of mental illness at the time.

How does the context of family dynamics in mid-20th century America
influence 'Death of a Salesman'?
The play portrays traditional family roles and expectations prevalent in the 1940s, highlighting
generational conflicts, the pressure on men to be providers, and the impact of these dynamics on personal
identity and relationships.

Additional Resources
Death of a Salesman Context: Exploring the Socioeconomic and Historical Backdrop of Arthur Miller’s
Classic

death of a salesman context is fundamental to understanding the enduring significance of Arthur Miller’s
1949 play. As one of the most influential works in American theater, the play intricately weaves the
personal tragedy of Willy Loman with broader societal themes. This article delves into the historical,
cultural, and economic circumstances that shaped the narrative and its characters, offering a comprehensive,
analytical perspective on why "Death of a Salesman" remains relevant in contemporary discourse.

Historical and Economic Setting of “Death of a Salesman”

Arthur Miller wrote “Death of a Salesman” in the aftermath of World War II, during a period when the
United States was experiencing rapid economic growth and social transformation. The late 1940s marked
the rise of consumerism, suburban expansion, and the solidification of the American Dream ideology —
notions that deeply permeate the play’s thematic structure.

Willy Loman, the protagonist, embodies the struggles of the average American worker caught between
aspiration and reality. The post-war boom brought prosperity to many, but also created a competitive
environment where individual success was often measured by material wealth and social status. This
economic context is crucial to understanding Willy’s relentless pursuit of success as a traveling salesman and
his eventual psychological decline.



The American Dream and Its Discontents

At its core, “Death of a Salesman” critiques the myth of the American Dream — the belief that hard work
inevitably leads to success and happiness. In the late 1940s, this ideal was deeply ingrained in American
culture. However, Miller’s play exposes its darker side, revealing how the dream can become a source of
disillusionment and despair.

Willy Loman’s fixation on being “well-liked” and financially prosperous reflects post-war societal pressures
to conform to specific success metrics. His inability to achieve these goals despite years of effort highlights
the growing disconnect between the idealized American Dream and the economic realities many faced.
The play’s context underscores the tension between individual ambition and systemic limitations in
capitalist society.

Social and Cultural Influences on the Play

Beyond economics, “Death of a Salesman” captures the shifting social dynamics of mid-20th-century
America. The play’s setting in New York City, a hub of commerce and culture, serves as a backdrop for
exploring themes of identity, family, and societal expectations.

Family Dynamics in Post-War America

The Loman family represents a microcosm of the changing American family structure. Willy’s relationship
with his sons Biff and Happy is fraught with conflict, shaped by generational differences and diverging
values. Biff’s rejection of his father’s materialistic worldview mirrors a broader questioning of traditional
success narratives that emerged in the post-war era.

Furthermore, the role of Linda Loman, Willy’s wife, highlights the gender expectations placed on women
during this period. Her unwavering support and emotional labor reflect societal norms that often relegated
women to the domestic sphere, even as economic realities forced families to adapt.

Psychological Context and Character Study

Miller’s portrayal of Willy Loman delves into the psychological toll of economic and social pressures. The
character’s frequent flashbacks and hallucinations reveal a fractured mind grappling with failure and lost
identity. This psychological depth is reflective of broader post-war anxieties, including the fear of
obsolescence and the impact of capitalism on mental health.



Willy’s deteriorating mental state can be analyzed in light of emerging psychological theories of the time,
which increasingly recognized the effects of stress and societal expectations on individual wellbeing. This
adds a layer of complexity to the play’s context, merging personal tragedy with broader cultural
commentary.

Comparative Analysis: “Death of a Salesman” in Theatrical and
Literary Context

When contextualizing “Death of a Salesman,” it is useful to compare it with other contemporary works and
theatrical movements. Miller’s play is often positioned within the tradition of American realism, following
the footsteps of playwrights like Tennessee Williams and Eugene O’Neill, who explored similar themes of
identity, family, and social critique.

Realism and the Shift in American Drama

Unlike earlier melodramatic or stylized theater, “Death of a Salesman” employs a realistic portrayal of
everyday life, with nuanced characters and plausible conflicts. This realism was instrumental in making
the play’s social commentary accessible and relatable to diverse audiences.

The play also innovates by incorporating expressionist elements, particularly through its non-linear
narrative structure and Willy’s hallucinations. This hybrid form reflects the complexity of mid-century
American life, blending objective reality with subjective experience.

Legacy and Influence on Modern Drama

The contextual significance of “Death of a Salesman” extends beyond its original era. Its themes of economic
insecurity, identity crisis, and familial tension continue to resonate in contemporary society. The play’s
influence is evident in later works that grapple with similar issues, such as David Mamet’s “Glengarry Glen
Ross” or Sam Shepard’s exploration of American mythology.

Moreover, the continued scholarly analysis of the play’s context—ranging from Marxist critiques to
psychoanalytic readings—demonstrates its richness and adaptability as a cultural text.

Key Contextual Features Informing the Play’s Themes



To better understand the multifaceted context behind “Death of a Salesman,” several critical features
warrant attention:

Post-War Economic Boom: The contrasting fortunes of industrial growth versus individual
stagnation.

Consumer Culture: The rise of materialism as both a societal goal and source of personal anxiety.

Suburbanization: The shift from urban to suburban living, symbolizing changing American values
and aspirations.

Gender Roles: Representation of traditional family roles and the emotional labor expected from
women.

Psychological Realism: Exploration of mental health issues reflecting societal pressures and personal
failures.

American Dream Critique: A nuanced interrogation of the promises and pitfalls of capitalist success.

Social Mobility and Its Illusions

The notion of upward social mobility is central to the play’s context. Willy Loman’s persistent belief that
charm and personal connections can secure success contrasts with the increasingly competitive and
impersonal nature of the post-war economy. This tension highlights a growing skepticism about
meritocracy and the accessibility of the American Dream.

Impact of Urbanization and Industrialization

Set against the bustling economic environment of New York City, the play reflects the alienation often
experienced in urban industrial societies. Willy’s profession as a salesman, constantly traveling and
interacting superficially with clients, symbolizes the fragmented social relations characteristic of modern
capitalism.

Death of a Salesman Context: Relevance in Today’s Society



Though written over seventy years ago, the contextual issues embedded in “Death of a Salesman” continue
to echo in today’s cultural and economic landscape. The precarious nature of employment, the pressure to
achieve material success, and the strains on family cohesion remain pressing concerns.

In an era marked by gig economies, widening income inequality, and mental health awareness, revisiting
Miller’s play through its historical context enriches our understanding of persistent societal challenges. It
invites contemporary audiences to reflect critically on the promises of prosperity and the human cost of
relentless ambition.

Through its intricate contextual layers, “Death of a Salesman” stands as a timeless examination of the
American experience — one that transcends its original moment to offer enduring insights into the
complexities of identity, success, and human dignity.

Death Of A Salesman Context
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2014-11-24 Warum leben, wenn der Tod so schön erscheint? Dieser Frage geht die vorliegende
Arbeit nach. Als komplexes, faszinierendes und gesellschaftlich höchst brisantes Phänomen
repräsentiert suizidales Verhalten ein zentrales Motiv in der Literatur und wird auch im
amerikanischen Gegenwartsdrama immer wieder aufs Neue verhandelt. Gleichwohl ist der Suizid als
literarisches Motiv bisher nur unzureichend auf seine innertextliche Funktion und auf seine
außertextlichen Implikationen erforscht worden. Diese Arbeit will diese Forschungslücke für den
Bereich des zeitgenössischen amerikanischen Dramas schließen. Sie zeigt, dass suizidales Verhalten
im amerikanischen Gegenwartsdrama vor dem Hintergrund einer Selbstwertproblematik beschreib-
und verstehbar ist. Zugleich ist mit dem narzisstisch motivierten Suizid eine Problemstruktur
benannt, welche das amerikanische Gegenwartsdrama wesentlich inhaltlich-thematisch und formal
bestimmt und imstande ist, bisher kontrovers diskutierte Fragestellungen neu aufzurollen und
fundiert zu beantworten.
  death of a salesman context: Death Of A Salesman Miller, 2007-09
  death of a salesman context: Identity and Theatre Translation in Hong Kong Shelby
Kar-yan Chan, 2015-04-14 In this book, Shelby Chan examines the relationship between theatre
translation and identity construction against the sociocultural background that has led to the
popularity of translated theatre in Hong Kong. A statistical analysis of the development of translated
theatre is presented, establishing a correlation between its popularity and major socio-political
trends. When the idea of home, often assumed to be the basis for identity, becomes blurred for
historical, political and sociocultural reasons, people may come to feel homeless and compelled to
look for alternative means to develop the Self. In theatre translation, Hongkongers have found a
source of inspiration to nurture their identity and expand their home territory. By exploring the
translation strategies of various theatre practitioners in Hong Kong, the book also analyses a
number of foreign plays and their stage renditions. The focus is not only on the textual and
discursive transfers but also on the different ways in which the people of Hong Kong perceive their
identity in the performances.
  death of a salesman context: Words Wonder Beginners Guide To Literature Novita Dewi,
2020-03-06 Words’ Wonder: Beginners’ Guide to Literature is an attempt to introduce students to
the wonder of words in literature. The beauty and extraordinariness of words used in literature may
help increase students’ aesthetic and intellectual growth. Studying literature is not merely cognitive
oriented but also transformative. By gaining knowledge about literature from a variety of culture
across the world, students can grow their sense of becoming human beings so as to develop their
global citizenship, tolerance and ethical responsibility. In Indonesian context, as in any parts of the
world sometimes wrecked by prejudice and intolerance, good values from different literary
traditions should be implanted in the young age as early as possible. Only then can people foster
positive attitudes, put aside resentment and bigotry, remove anger and bitterness. The purpose of
this guidebook is thus to make students aware of the joy, charm and fascination of reading literary
works, while cultivating their artistic, affective and social aspects of life through the power of words.
  death of a salesman context: God and Popular Culture Stephen Butler Murray, Aimée Upjohn
Light, 2015-08-11 This contributed two-volume work tackles a fascinating topic: how and why God
plays a central role in the modern world and profoundly influences politics, art, culture, and our
moral reflection—even for nonbelievers. God—in the many ways that people around the globe
conceptualize Him, Her, or It—is one of the most powerful, divisive, unifying, and creative elements
of human culture. The two volumes of God and Popular Culture: A Behind-the-Scenes Look at the
Entertainment Industry's Most Influential Figure provide readers with a balanced and accessible
analysis of this fascinating topic that allows anyone who appreciates any art, music, television, film,
and other forms of entertainment to have a new perspective on a favorite song or movie. Written by
a collective of both believers and nonbelievers, the essays enable both nonreligious individuals and
those who are spiritually guided to consider how culture approaches and has appropriated God to
reveal truths about humanity and society. The book discusses the intersections of God with film,
television, sports, politics, commerce, and popular culture, thereby documenting how the ongoing



messages and conversations about God that occur among the general population also occur within
the context of the entertainment that we as members of society consume—often without our
recognition of the discussion.
  death of a salesman context: Critical Companion to Arthur Miller Susan C. W. Abbotson, 2007
Arthur Miller, best known for his works The Crucible and Death of a Salesman, is one of America's
most important dramatists.
  death of a salesman context: The Bourgeois Virtues Deirdre Nansen, 2024-05-31 First in The
Bourgeois Era trilogy. A significant contribution to the study of the moral basis of economic life and
thought . . . her vision is original. —Jonathan S. Feinstein, Journal of Economic Literature For a
century and a half, the artists and intellectuals of Europe have scorned the bourgeoisie. And for a
millennium and a half, the philosophers and theologians of Europe have scorned the marketplace.
The bourgeois life, capitalism, Mencken's booboisie and David Brooks's bobos—all have been, and
still are, framed as being responsible for everything from financial to moral poverty, world wars, and
spiritual desuetude. Countering these centuries of assumptions and unexamined thinking is Deirdre
McCloskey's The Bourgeois Virtues, a magnum opus that offers a radical view: capitalism is good for
us. McCloskey's sweeping, charming, and even humorous survey of ethical thought and economic
realities—from Plato to Barbara Ehrenreich—overturns every assumption we have about being
bourgeois. Can you be virtuous and bourgeois? Do markets improve ethics? Has capitalism made us
better as well as richer? Yes, yes, and yes, argues McCloskey, who takes on centuries of capitalism's
critics with her erudition and sheer scope of knowledge. Applying a new tradition of virtue ethics to
our lives in modern economies, she affirms American capitalism without ignoring its faults and
celebrates the bourgeois lives we actually live. High Noon, Kant, Bill Murray, the modern novel, van
Gogh, and of course economics and the economy all come into play in a book that can only be
described as a monumental project and a life's work. The Bourgeois Virtues is nothing less than a
dazzling reinterpretation of Western intellectual history, a dead-serious reply to the critics of
capitalism—and a surprising page-turner.
  death of a salesman context: Interpreting Cultures J. Hart, 2016-09-23 This book focuses on
how we perceive, know and interpret culture across disciplinary boundaries. The study combines
theoretical and critical contexts for close readings in culture through discussions of literature,
philosophy, history, psychology and visual arts by and about men and women in Europe, the
Americas and beyond.
  death of a salesman context: The Cambridge Companion to Arthur Miller C. W. E. Bigsby,
2010-04-22 Revised and updated to include Miller's late work and the key productions and criticism
since the playwright's death in 2005.
  death of a salesman context: The Psychology of Men in Context Michael Addis, Ethan
Hoffman, 2019-09-02 What does it really mean to say that boys will be boys, men are from Mars, or
that contemporary men are in crisis? Does modern psychology support or refute these notions? And
how is psychological theory and research about boys and men used in society? The Psychology of
Men in Context is an essential introduction to the field which challenges readers to examine
psychological research on men, masculinity, and gender, and consider its impact on daily life,
through everyday speech, popular media, political rhetoric, and more. The authors offer a range of
lenses for studying masculinity, including biology, social learning, social constructionism, feminism,
and intersectionality. Demonstrating how these frameworks can be used to understand research on
pressing topics such as violence, health, and relationships, the book also considers masculinity in its
broader philosophical and historical contexts, equipping readers with the tools needed to connect
the psychology of men with other areas of social science. Exercises and prompts to help students
relate the research to their own lives are included throughout. Designed for students at
undergraduate and graduate level, but suitable for anyone curious about understanding the field
from a more critical social scientific perspective, The Psychology of Men in Context is a valuable
introduction to the history, current scholarship, and social implications of the psychological study of
men and masculinity.



  death of a salesman context: A/AS Level English Literature B for AQA Student Book
Carol Atherton, Andrew Green, Gary Snapper, 2015-06-04 A new series of bespoke, full-coverage
resources developed for the 2015 A Level English qualifications. Endorsed for the AQA A/AS Level
English Literature B specifications for first teaching from 2015, this print Student Book is suitable
for all abilities, providing stretch opportunities for the more able and additional scaffolding for those
who need it. Helping bridge the gap between GCSE and A Level, the unique three-part structure
focuses on texts within a particular time period and supports students in interpreting texts and
reflecting on how writers make meaning. An enhanced digital version and free Teacher's Resource
are also available.
  death of a salesman context: Text & Presentation, 2017 Jay Malarcher, 2018-03-08 Presenting
some of the best work from the 2017 Comparative Drama Conference at Rollins College in Winter
Park, Florida, this collection highlights the latest research in comparative drama, performance and
dramatic textual analysis. Contributors cover a broad range of topics, from the practical
ethnography of directing foreign language productions to writing for theoretical stages to the radical
deaf theater of Aaron Sawyer's The Vineyard. A full transcript of the keynote conversation with
American playwright and screenwriter Lisa Loomer is included.
  death of a salesman context: A Play Analysis R. J. Cardullo, 2015-10-28 Play Analysis: A
Casebook on Modern Western Drama is a combined play-analysis textbook and course companion
that contains twelve essays on major dramas from the modern European and American theaters:
among them, Ghosts, The Ghost Sonata, The Doctor’s Dilemma, A Man’s a Man, The Homecoming,
The Hairy Ape, The Front Page, Of Mice and Men, Our Town, The Glass Menagerie, and Death of a
Salesman. Supplementing these essays are a Step-by-Step Approach to Play Analysis, a Glossary of
Dramatic Terms, Study Guides, Topics for Writing and Discussion, and bibliographies. Written with
college students in mind (and possibly also advanced high school students), these critical essays
cover some of the central plays treated in courses on modern Euro-American drama and will provide
students with practical models to help them improve their own writing and analytical skills. The
author is a “close reader” committed to a detailed yet objective examination of the structure, style,
imagery, and language of a play. Moreover, he is concerned chiefly with dramatic analysis that can
be of benefit not only to playreaders and theatergoers, but also to directors, designers, and even
actors—that is, with analysis of character, action, dialogue, and setting that can be translated into
concepts for theatrical production, or that can at least provide the kind of understanding of a play
with which a theater practitioner could fruitfully quarrel.
  death of a salesman context: Jewish Theatre: A Global View Edna Nahshon, 2009-07-30
While a frequently used term, Jewish Theatre has become a contested concept that defies precise
definition. Is it theatre by Jews? For Jews? About Jews? Though there are no easy answers for these
questions, Jewish Theatre: A Global View, contributes greatly to the conversation by offering an
impressive collection of original essays written by an international cadre of noted scholars from
Europe, the United States, and Israel. The essays discuss historical and current texts and
performance practices, covering a wide gamut of genres and traditions.
  death of a salesman context: Text & Presentation, 2008 Stratos E. Constantinidis,
2009-03-23 Text & Presentation is an annual publication devoted to all aspects of theatre
scholarship. It represents a selection of the best research presented at the international,
interdisciplinary Comparative Drama Conference. This anthology includes papers from the 32nd
annual conference held in Los Angeles, California. Topics covered include masculinity in the plays of
Tennessee Williams and Frederico Garcia Lorca; Moliere's revolutionary dramaturgy; motherhood in
Medea; Electronovision and Richard Burton's Hamlet; and Jose Carrasquillo's all-nude production of
Macbeth, among many others.
  death of a salesman context: Text & Presentation, 2021 Amy Muse, 2023-03-06 This
volume is the seventeenth in a series dedicated to presenting the latest findings in the fields of
comparative drama and performance. Featuring eleven essays from the 2021 Comparative Drama
Conference in Orlando, it includes new research on contemporary plays by Anne Washburn, Will



Arbery, Matthew Lopez, Anna Deveare Smith and Qui Nguyen. Chapters also present new research
for classic plays such as Measure for Measure and Cyrano, arguments for teaching science through
drama, changing approaches for training actors, and using the insights of neuroscience to lure
audiences back to live theatre. This year's volume also features a new interview with playwright
Anne Washburn and seven book reviews centered on drama and theatre studies.
  death of a salesman context: Myth and Violence in the Contemporary Female Text Sanja
Bahun-Radunović, V. G. Julie Rajan, 2011 How women artists and activists across the globe employ
myth to communicate personal and historical experiences of violence is the central concern of this
innovative collection. Rather than compartmentalizing women's artistic production within generic or
geographical boundaries, the volume encompasses literary criticism, discussion of film and art,
artwork, autobiographical accounts and pieces of original creative writing, thereby promulgating an
inclusive way to approach literature and the arts.
  death of a salesman context: Arthur Miller, New Edition Harold Bloom, 2009 Chronicles
the life and works of Arthur Miller.
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